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PREFATORY  REMARKS. 


In  accoTdanee  with  ttie  plan  ori^tnalh  formetl  and  announced  to 
the  public,  by  Mr.  Jobn  B«rk,  I  bad.  when  I  under) ook  to  coiitiriue 
the  History  of  Virginia,  iiitended  to  hrinj;  my  nur»a(ivedo\vn  to  the 
present  day.  My  researches  were  accordingly  made  to  embrace  an 
extensive,  diversified  and  laborious  range  ;  and.  althougli  my  healtii 
was  generally  feeble,  my  mind  most  often  <lepressed,  and  my  time 
uniformly  and  unavoidably  shattered  by  a  multiplicity  of  clashing 
pursuits,  yet  my  progress  in  a  tasli  with  wliich  I  had  so  many  reasoiss 
to  be  pleased,  has  been  such  as  nearly  to  produce  the  completion  of 
the  whole.  Unfortunately,  typograplucal  difficulties,  entirely  beyond 
my  controul,  have  compelled  me  to  retain  a  portion  of  manuscript 
matter,  at  least  equal  in  t»xtent  to  the  volume  now  published,  and  to 
stop  too  abruptly,  perhaps,  at  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his 
army  That  glorious  event,  liowt  ver,  constituting  a  most  important 
and  remarkable  epoch  in  the  History  of  our  Stute,  1  liopc  that  the 
Reader  will  indulgently  acquiesce  in  Hie  pause ^thus  suddenly  made, 
not  from  whim  or  choice,  but  from  absolute  necessity.  It  is  difficult, 
nay,  it  is  impossible  for  the  historian  to  determine,  atthe  iii^st  glance, 
the  precise  limits  within  which  his  relation  of  the  events  belonging 
to  a  given  period,  may  be  properly  condensed.  When  Mr.  Burk 
issued  his  Prospectus,  he  calculated  upon  his  ability  to  comprehend 
in  four  Octavo  volumes,  of  about  4t)0  pages  each,  the  whole 
«  History  of  Virginia,  from  its  first  settlemi^nt  to  the  present  day,'* 
besides  a  variety  ofinteresting  State  papists,  and  Biographical  notices 
of  eminent  characters,  not  only  in  tliis  State,  b'lt  throughout  the 
Union.  Experiem^e  has  fully  evinced  the  impracticability  of  that 
design,  the  offspring  of  an  ardent,  sanguine,  and  bold  genius.  Four 
volumes  are  now  presented  to  the  public,  the  last  of  which,  although 
I  have  abridged  various  parts  of  the  main  historical  matter,  and 
retrenched  muoh  from  the  Appendix,  has,  owing  to  the  very  natureof 
the  subject,  been  swelled  to  about  six  hundred  pages  ;  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert  that  two  more  volumes  (one  of  which  might  consist 
of  ti>e  M.  S.  already  prepared,  and  the  other  of  valuable  historical 
documents,  and  biographical  sketches)  would  scarcely  be  sufficient 
to  redeem  the  pledge  just  alluded  to.  Indeed,  I  would  notpresnsne 
to  assign  any  particular  bounds  to  a  good  History  of  Virginia.  The 
field  is  indefinitely  vast ;  and  suecessfully  to  explore  its  immense 
area,  and  delineate  with  elegance  and  accuracy,  the  manyinteresting 
and  noble  vistas  which,  as  one  progresses  throvigh  it,  burst  here  and 
there  upon  the   *•  mind's  eye,"  would  require  the  long  continued 


Vi  PREFATORY  REMARKS. 

exertions  of  the  most  vigorous  intellect — exertions  which  pre-suppose 
the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health,  and  of  that  liberal  leisure  which 
affluence  alone  can  procure.  The  historian  possessed  of  these  rare 
blessings,  might  probably  do  Justice  to  the  subject— he  might 
profitably  investigate,  in  the  Metropolis,  the  archives  of  the  State, 
and,  in  a  tour  through  the  different  Counties,  usefully  collect  valuable 
documents  carefully  preserved  by  some  families^  and  by  othws 
negligently  suffered  to  moulder  away  in  old  trunks,  or  on  difsh  slielves. 
From  frequent  converse  with  the  ftiwMcvolntwnary  worthies  yd  living, 
and  with  other  persons,  who  have  acted  conspicuous  paHs  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  he  might,  ifi  several  eases,  derive  information 
far  preferable  to  any  written  documents.  The  want  of  an  "IJistorical 
Society"  among  us,  to  embody  whatever  promises  to  shed  light  on  our 
national  records,  might  then  be,  in  some  measure,  supplied  ;  and  if,, 
as  I  had  once  fondly  contemplated  to  do,  the  historian  of  A  irginia 
should  wish  to  combine  with  his  account  of  the  political,  civil  and 
military  transactions  of  the  State,  a  view  of  its  physical  clreumsiances, 
that  is,  of  its  soil,  its  animals,  its  vegetable  and  mineral  produetions^ 
such  a  tour  would  evidently  become  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity. 
I  need  not  expatiate  on  the  extent,  the  utility,  the  splendor  of  the 
result :  every  reflecting  mind  will  easily  anticipate  the  whole. 

1  am  duly  sensible  that  my  part  of  the  present  publication 
falls  very  short  of  such  a  result ;  yet,  I  cherish  a  modest  hope, 
that  my  efforts  have  not  been  totally  unavailing.  Notwithstanding 
the  disadvantages  under  which  I  liave,  as  before  observed,  almost 
uniformly  laboured  (disadvantages  sufficient  to  chill  all  ardor  of 
research,  and  to  neutralize  all  energy  of  exertion)  1  have  occasionally 
been  cheered,  stimulated,  and  assisted  by  auspiciousineidcnts.  During 
my  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  Monticello,  1  enjoyed  the  i)icalculabl'e 
benefit  of  a  free  access  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  Library;  and,  as  his 
historical  collection  was  no  less  valuable  than  extensive,  that  happy 
circumstance  proved  of  infinite  service  to  my  undertaking.  I  am 
also  considerably  indebted  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  for  the'obliging 
loan  of  various  interesting  historical  works,  connected  with  my 
subject,  and  to  Mr.  AViiliamMunford,  for  his  friendly  aid,  \>henever 
I  have  found  it  necessary  to  consult  our  national  arcliives.  Other 
Gentlemen  are  entitled  to  my  warmest  acknowledgements,  from  a 
similar  cause. 

Whatever  judgment  the  critical  reader  may  pass  on  my  feeble 
production,  he  may  rest  assured  that  I  have  been  all  along  ""  guided 
by  a  strict  and  undeviating  regard  for  truth— animated  by  an  in- 
defatigable ardor  of  research,  and  by  a  generous  desire  of  perpetu- 
ating, to  the  utmost  of  my  individual  exertions,  that  glorious  spirit, 
those  admirable  and  sacred  principles,  which  dictate!  (he  measures, 
and  accomplished  the  exploits  recorded  in  the  '«  Conlimialion.'*  I 
deeply  regret  that  the  insurmountable  typographieai  difficulties 
already  alluded  to,  have  forced  me  to  reserve  for  some  ijubhequent 
publication  several  fragments  andessays  inlended  for  the  present  work 
— among  the  rest  "  a  dissertation  on  the  origin  aiid  state  of  parlies 
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in  Virginia — a  view  of  the  dangers  which  distantly  menace  our 
]ibet'iies,  especially  religious  freedom — a  synopsis  of  our  revolutionary 
laws,"  which  1  might,  perhaps,  have  entitled  "  The  philosophy  of  the 
American  revolution" — a  rapid  and  comparative  statement  of  the 
pliysical,  moral,  intellectual  and  other  circumstances  of  Virginia,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  revjolutionury  war,  and  at  the  present  day — 
Several  speculations  on  the  prospect  of  measureless  improvement  still 
before  us — especially  on  the  necessity  of  amending  and  generalizing 
education,  so  as  to  place  the  mass  of  our  citizens  on  the  high  ground 
of  moral  and  intellectual  respectability,  to  capacitate  them  for  every 
function  of  seli  government,  and  thereby  to  eradicate  those  germs  of 
artificial  aristocracy  which  still  exist  even  in  our  republican  soil ; 
because,  among  us,  knowledge  is  attainable  only  or  chiefly  through 
the  medium  of  wealth,  a  circumstance  which  actually  disfranchises  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  population,  and  threatens  the  most  perni- 
cious conseJjuences.  The  intrinsic  importance  of  those,  and  other 
similar  subjects,  had  led  me  into  digressions,  which  I  thought,  and 
still  think,  perfectly  reconcileable  to  the  nature  and  objects  of 
*'  History." 

As  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  correct  and  revise  every  sheet  of  the 
«  Continuation,"  typographical  errors  have  crept  into  the  body  of  the 
work,  and  been  permitted  to  remain  thei-c,  which  the  Reader  is 
requested  indulgently  to  excuse.  Most  of  those  mistakes  are  rectified 
in  the  Errata^  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


L.  H.  GIRARDIN. 


Hermitage,  near  Staunton,         \ 
JTovembw  12lft,  1S16.  J 
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CHAPTER  I. 


itrsf  intimalinn  of  l)nnmore\s  hnslilUu—F.cmores  ilic 
fiiin-pnoder  from  the  muu,t(zine~t'o}-p3ration  ofWil. 
Liamsbnvg  address  !iim  on  the  siibjecf  ;  he  ri'turns  a 
verbtti  ansiver-^Contribulinn  subscribed  for  Ihe  Bosto- 
iiiuns—Ihiiimords  kftcr  to  the  British  Jliiiistni^ThE 
Governor  issues  a  V'^cl'i^riation— Causes  of  the  '^orern- 
ors  alarm—Captain  Monla-ue  threatens  to  jire  umn 
lorl:  loivn-^lViHiamsbnr;;  Covimittee  pass  resolutions 
tlie>-eupon~Six  lumdred  men  assemble  at  Fredericksburg 
---JeLirtr  their  sentiments  for  publication,  and  then  re- 
tire—I  he  Hanover  Volnntcers  under  Patrick  Henru 
marci  for  lViiliamsbur,^—The  Kin^s  receiver-^enerdl 
mnnCscj)mprnsationfor  the  seizure  of  the  gun-poxiHler-^ 
I  lift  folunteers  of  Hanover  offer  their  sei-vices—not 
tlioHt^ht  neeessarti—Excclhnt  order  preserved  duviw^  the 
march  of  the  Hanover  Volunfeers—The  Governor  is- 
sues a  proclamation  aj-arust  P.  Hnirif  and  his  follow- 
ers— Iddressto  P.  Hcnnj-The  Council  address  the  Peo- 
qde—Patrick  Henrxf  escorted  bij  Volunteers  on  his  7caii  to 
tonvess—  Genera  I  .Isscmblii  meet—  General  reflections— 
'^'issemhhj  meet— The  Governor  addresses  them  in  a  speech 
—  Issemblif  return  an  aus7oer—The  nsser.ibhi  request  m- 
J-ormation  ivith  respect  to  the  expendilure  on  the  Indian 
e-vpeddion—Partial  compliance  of  the  Governor— .issem^ 
fjly  unpomt  a  committee  to  inspect  the  ma s:azine— Dun- 
move's  conduct  tiiereup  n — .'Issemhly  rescut  Dunmore's 
rudeness^  —Vhc  Council  make  o  communication  to  tiie 
house  of  Fjurge^^ses-The  House  receive  a  viessoi^e  +'rom 
llie  Governor  on  the  subject  of  the -un-porvder—Ueso- 
lution  to  address  the  Governor— Committee  appointed. 
J f^rAution  never  acted  upon—  he  Council  addrest,  the 
Uorernor-Thc  Governor  retires  on  board  of  a  mm  of 
rear,  **  -J 

Yox.  lY.  U 


1775 


First   inti- 
mation    of 
Dunmore's 
hostility, 
March '28. 


Removes 
the  Ciun- 
Po'.v'ler 
from  the 
m  r^azine, 
April  20. 


HISTORY  OF 

In  coi^piling  the  history  of  VirginUi  from  thoyear  1775^, 
it  wil!  I)e  necessiiry  to  ieview  someof  the  tiani>ueti4ins  rela- 
ted in  the  hist  chapter  of  the  3il  volume  of  ilurk's  histo- 
ry. I  am  induced  to  muke  this  recapiluialion,  not  only 
because  it  seems  mosteonformahle  to  unity  of  desij^n  and 
perspicuity  of  anvngenient  to  eonimence  at  the  lirst  o- 
pen  act  of  hostility  committed  in  Virginia,  but  also  he- 
cause  it  is  in  my  power  to  supply  some  otniss^ions  of  my 
predecessor.  1  shall  proceed  therefore  to  give  an  an£;ile 
detail  of  the  events  of  that  period  of  Virginian  History, 
and  also  a  condensed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  the 
hostile    armies  in  the  other  states. 

On  the  -iSth  of  March  177£>,  Dunmore  had  issued  a  pro- 
clamulion,  by  command,  as  he  said,  of  the  King,  rtquir- 
ing  all  civil  officers  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  lo  f>re- 
vent  the  appointment  of  deputies  from  Virginia  to  the  con- 
tinental congress,  Vi  hich  was  to  assenible  at  Phihidelpliia 
on  the  lOJh  of  May.  This  proclamation,  by  whatever  au- 
thority issued,  had  no  other  pffect  than  to  convince  the 
colonists  of  tin  ir  governor's  hostility.  Eut  they  did  not 
wait  long  before  they  re-ceived  a  much  more  decided  in- 
timation   of  his  evil  disposition  towards  them. 

*  Between  3  and  4  o'clock,  on  Thursday  morning.  April 
the  '^Oth.  Capt.  Collins  with  a  body  of  nien  belonging  to 
the  Magdalen  armed  schooner,  by  the  command  o? 
Dunmore,  came  from  Burwell's  ferry  toWiliiamsburg,  and 
privately  rcjiioved  out  of  the  magazine,  and  carried  on 
board  that  schooner,  about  20  barrels  of  gunpowder  be- 
longing to  the  colony 

When  the  morning  appeared  and  this  discovery  was 
made,  the  Common  Ifall  assembled  and  presented  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Governor. 

They  slated  the  apprehensions  which  liad  i)een  excited 
by  this  measure :  that  the  magazine  had    been  erected   at 


*  ^Ve  have  adopted  what  we  deem  the  most  correct  authority  ;  fir 
even '>ersnns  who  weie  on  the*  spot,  hive  varied  in  tli-jir  relations  ot 
the  time  when  the  transaction  todk  place. 
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the  pxpenpp  ftPihe  colony,  and    appropriatod- to  <ho  safe     CHAP, 

kcopiiii;;  of   the    military     stores   deposited  there,    from  I. 

time  to  time  ;  thai  these  were    intended  for  the  protect i-  === 

on  of  the  colony  hy  arniinij;  the  militia  to  repel  invasions  or  C  rpo:  ;ur 

to  suppress  insurrections — and  that  they  conceived  it  to   he  o"f*t^^^>l* 
.,       '  1  ..  .         1  •   I   »  ♦  •     *•  I'  liamsbuie 

the  only  proper  repository   to  winch  to  resort  in  times  oi  ^^diess 

c]ani;er,  Ihid  such  limes  of  danger  impended  overthens,  him  n 
as  they  were  informed  hy  reports  from  various  parts  of  Lhesuuj.ect, 
the  colony,  that  the  Negroes  were  ripe  for  insurrection  ; 
to  which  dialjolical  p'.irpose  they  were  instigated  hy  certaiti 
"wicked  tSc  (lesiguing.men  ;  * '•  that  from  the  situation  of  the 
magazine,  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  they  had  heen  expo- 
sed to  dangers,  to  ward  off  which  they  had  kept  a  strong 
guard  on  f(j»t  ;  that  in  tlieir  critical  situation  the  removal 
of  their  principal  means  of  defence  was  highly  alarming  ; 
that  tliey  considered  themselves  the  guardians  of  the 
city,  and  requested  to  he  iwformed  for  what  purpose  the 
gun-powder  had  l)een  removed,  and  to  solicit  that  it  might 
be   immediulely    returned. 

Tiu^  governor  returned  a  verbal  answer  ;  that  the  alarm  He  returns 
excited  hy  the  reports  of  an  insurrection  among  the  slaves,  f    ^tibal 
liad  caused  him  to  remove    llie  gunpowder,  as   he   did   not  ^"^*^^* 
think  it  safe  where   it  had  heen  deposited — that  in  case  an 
insurrection   should  take   place,  he  would,  upon  his  honor, 
return  it  in  half  an  hour  ;  that  he  had  renioved     it    in    the 
night  to  prevent  alarm,  and  that    captain   Collins   had  his 
express  'M'ders  for  what  he  had  done  ;  that  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  tlie  people  were  in  commotion    i    and,    that  under 
such  circumstances  he  did   not    think  it  prudent  to  put 
arms    into  their  hands. 

When  the  corporation  reported  this  answer  to  thb 
•ilizens  who  nad  assembled,  some  with  arms,  and  some 
wiihout,  they  pea  eahly    retired   to  their   several    homes. 

Rut  a  repoj't  j>revailing  that  the  narines  were  landed 
and  mar<]iing  to  town,  they  re-assem!)led  under  arns  at 
t]ie  magazine  :  here,  a  patrole  for  the  night  being  ap- 
pointed, they  retired. 

This  mild  answer  of  Dnnmore  breathed  a  very  different 
spirit  from  that  by  which  he  was  really  agitated.  Wlien 
lie  heard  that  the  people  were  in  arms  he  was  exciud 
to  the  highest  degree  of  passion  ;  he  swore  *'  by  the  living 
God,''j  (hat  if  any  injury   was  offered  to  hs!i:self  or    tlie 


*  This  seems  to  be  pm  insinuation   tliat   DMnnore     was   secretly 
at  the    head,  or  had  somekiiowlecige   of  these  cr^nspiracies. 

f  Dnctnv     P;is;eui''s    testimonv    before  the    coijamittce    q1    the 
KonsccTDelegatts,  M  &  Jounia!  fcr  177fe 
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(frVP.    officers  who  lia«l  acie«;  iiridei  Itis  (liieclious.  in  llip  wfTniP 

J.         of  llu'    y;\\n  \w\\i\vv,  lie  wouM  proclaim   fiot-doni    lo   ihe 

'-■ '  '-  slaves  and    reduce  ^Villiimishiirj^  to  ashes.     This  sava,a;e 

Ihreal   he  did  not  attempt  toeouecal,  hut   sent  it    hy  way 

of*  niessa.u,e  to  niHuy  of  the  primipal    inhahitants  of  the 

to\»'n.  The  iears  ofsoiiie  were  so  far  exeited  as  to  induce 

them  to  send  their  wives  and  ehihlren  into  the   countty. 

Contribii-        The citizensorAl'iliianj^hcirghaving ussernhhd.  resolved 

tions    sul)-  unanimously  to  eonfinue  their  eontrihutions  to  the  Bost<ia- 

scnhe    'or  j.^q*      jjud  a  suhseription  for  that  purpose  was  inimedlate- 

the     B<-sto-   ,    ^  I         A  f  4  II  ^  4\ 

nians  v      opened.     Aeeordinj^    to    zeal    and    opnlenee.    these 

eontrihutions  v^ere  fni'iiislied  in  greater  or  smaller  pro- 
.  jKirtions.  throu,t;hout  Uiost  of  tlie  eouniies  of  l]:e  colony. 
The  reeeij'l  of  presents  whi«  h  had  been  previously  for- 
warded is  mentioned  in  a  letier  fioniSan.nelAdamstea  ,a;en- 
tlen:an  in  Yirpiinia.  date<l  I^Jareh  2.  177.^.  Pe  ael<now- 
ledges  the  receipt  hy  captain  'i\»mlvins,  of  the  schoon- 
er l)unmore,  of  valuable  donations  fjom  their  friends 
in  Tira;inia.  *'  V>e  have."  says  he  *»  repeatedly  had 
*•  abundant  evidence  of  tlu'  firmness  of  our  hretbren  of 
"  Virp;inia  in  tic  AI^IKRK'AN  CATSE,  and  have 
*' reason  to  confide  in  them,  that  they  >vill  struggle  hard 
*'  for  the  prize  now  contending  for." 
TJunrrore's  t  At  tliis  time  w;ns  published  a  eommuuieation  frora 
ktr  to  Lord  Dunmore  to  thp  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  "V^il- 
tlu  b  itish  Jiamshurg.  December  24,  177-i-.  and  laid  l)efore  the  House 
Miiustry.  of  romnsons  by  Lord  ISorth,  February  15,  1775 — The 
charges  brought  forward  in  this  eomnr.:nication  against 
the  ^  ij'j:inians.  were  am]dy  and  aduMrably  discusseii  and 
lepeiled  l»_v  the  assembly,  on  behalf  of  their  <ounlryn;cn, 
in  one  of  ilieir  addresses  to  Dunnore.  as  will  he  seen 
hereafter.  Comntunications  like  these  had  no  inconsl<Ie- 
rahle  effect  in  determining  tlie  British  ministry  to  pursue 
their  measures  of  aggression  imd  hostility  against  the 
colonies.  "Whether  this  was  the  eff<  ct  of  dep)-aviiy 
of  heart  which  prompted  Dunmore  to  hrijig  on  a  con- 
test hetween  the  Uiotlicr  country  and  her  cohtnies  :  or  of 
weakness  of  understanding,  hy  \\hieh,  deceived  Itimsclf, 
he  deceived  others,  must  be  left  to  tlie  searcher  of  all  lai- 
man  liearJs  to  d<'tei'niine.  It  would  seem  however,  that, 
T)nnmore  wished  to  excite  a  particular  irrisation  against 
Virginia,  from  his  stating  to  the  ministry  that  ber 
representativeswere  fond  of  baving  it  believed  that  they 
originated  all  measures  of  opposition. — From  whatever 
cause  it  proceeded  the  British  ministry  were  grossly   de- 


t  Viz.  in  the  Wiliianisbursi;  papersof  the  last  week  in  April   '75,. 
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»o*ivp«l  v.'illi  rpsppct  to  liie   r<M*!ini;s  and  ohrirapler    oTOie     CTI  VP. 
Titj^inians,  hdcI    (hi'irHl)iIi»y  and  (!ct<'i  iniii  itio.j  (o  ouiiusv  I- 

1h(*     sp><M't'st    ealaisiilics  oT   \v<ir.    r;ilht*r    I  Iran   surrvixlcr — — ^ 

their  liheriics.  '['he  couiiminieution  l)cf<>!'e  us  eiuune- 
r;ijpsthc  preparations  made  in  "Siigini a  Cor  drfence  ;\r.<l 
self  government  ;  reasons  upon  the  improlrahilitv  of  her 
holding-  out  in  the  eontesl  ;  and,  is  In  t^'eneral,  filled  witli 
niisrepreseulat  ions,  false  reasonings,  and  erroneous  ealeula- 
lions. 

>\  hate\er  nji.^hl  have  heen  DunsTiore's  opinion  wi<li  re- 
spcet  to  tlie  issue  of  an  appeal  to  arais  between  Great 
livilain  an<!  her  colonies,  lie  soon  I)eeame  satisiied  that: 
sueh  an  appeal  \von!«l  he  nrade  hy  the  latter  ratlier  than 
suhntit  to  taxation  \viihout  representation.  He  assemhh  cl 
the  eouneil  of  the  eoloMV  and  a<idresse<!   them   in  a  spet  cli. 

lie  staled  that  eonMU(}l ions  and  insurreeiions  had  heen 
.suddenly  exeitcd  wijieh  threatened  the  very  esislenee 
oft  lie  royal  ;:;overnmenJ  in  Vir;;inia  ;  tliat  the  renioviil 
of  (he  gunj)owdei'  from  the  inagiszine  in  Y»  illiamshurg 
ha<l  heen  assigned  as  ilie  only  eause  of  these  agilalifuis  ; 
tliat  the  uneasiness  of  the  puhlic  mind  >vas  unreasona- 
ble, heeausf-  the  powdt'r  Mas  now  as  aeeessible  for  any 
pur!>ose  of  legal  (iefenee.  as  if  i?  v.as  still  in  ^Vi!iia;us- 
burg  ;  tliat  a  settled  purj)ose  had  Ijeen  foi'med  to  sui)vert 
the  rrgal  govern m<'ni,  and  su!)sll«ule  ancjther  in  its  pi^tee 
— Re  called  upon  the  eouneil  for  theii'  adviec  in  tiiis  e- 
mergeney  ;  su1)niitted  to  their  eoiisideration  ihc  propiie- 
t\  of  issuing  a  proelamation,  reealling  the  people  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty,  and  reminding  tliem  of  the  dangers  to 
"Nvhieh  tlx'V  exijosed  themselves,  U\  resisling  the  eonstitu- 
ted  authorities.  The  C'ouneil  informed  the  Governor 
that  as  the  suhjeet  whieh  he  had  suhmitied  to  their  ^-on- 
sideration  was  of  great  in»portance,  they  v.ould  lake  time 
to  deliberate  upon  it. 

Tlie  Cou:;eil  assembled  at  the  palace  the  next  day   arid      "^^Y  p- 

advised  the  Governor  to  issue  a    proelamation   of  the  fol-    *^''^^."^* 

lowing  eharacler.  whieh  he  accordingly  did.  s  ,p^  ^  ,„.^ 

He  reiterated  (he  charges  contained  in  his  address  to  ciamation. 
the  council  :  repeated  tiie  denunciation  that  tliere  were 
certain  persons  disalTfcted  to  the  regal  government,  and 
Avht).  from  their  weight  wish  the  peoj)ie.  were  endea- 
Tonringto  !>nng  about  a  change,  underpretence  of  defend- 
ing iheir  liberties  :  The  reasonsw'iich  he  had  before  ver- 
ba ily  given  for  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  removitl  of 
the  gunpowder  from  Wiillamsburjr,  he  now  repeated  with 
the  (echnical  formality  and  amplitude  which  an  ofllciiil 
pnper  of  (he  kind  ifiiji;ht  s^eni  to  reqnirp  :  he  dedvired 
liis  reaf!:r.;:;i,  M»  ret»»rn 'he  ;:ov.der  wisen  (he  ferment  Cirn 
existing  should   have  subsided,  and  when,  either  bv   inva- 
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GIF  \I*.    sion  or  insnrreclion,  {he  circiUDhJanccs  of  <t»c  colony  sliotrfil 
L         rc:i«!cr    ii  saTc  'and   rxjudicrit  :   8ic   cntkiiMMTd  (o    extifc 
^' '"•-■■   — ■  the  fcaj's  of  Jlic  people  In    tidverJinj^   to  tin-  dcknu-chss. 
sitijjitioii  of  the  colony,  and  the  clangers  to    br;  apps-chend* 
ed  iVoin  the  dcHlnn-tiye  and  dpsohiiinj;  inroads  of  the    sa» 
ViK'^cs.  whk'h  he  dt'tdaivd   th^y  were  upon  tljc  eve  oi're» 
iievviii^' :     Ijc  eonchuled    with  uiany    asseverations  of    his 
di'sire  to  restore  pcaee   and    harmony    to  the    disiraeted 
eo2;ntvy. 
<^aiises  of       TheaiJprehension  and  alarm  for  the  safiMy  of  the  eolo* 
th  g-.vfni     lijiii  j^overnnicnt,  expressed  in  tJjf  spcccli  an«l  proelanraiion 
*'rs  alarm.   oT  Jhe  tloverncr,    wore  hy  no    means    gj'oundiess.     Kvery 
county  in  (he  pi-ovln-c  was  more  or  less  aniutated  with  tho 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  resistance  fo  t;\rann;v.    Tlie   a&so- 
cialions  (or  nonimportation  had   been    carried  inu»  op-era- 
tion   with  the  utmost  ri.^or.     A  eommiJiee  v. as  chosen  in 
cves'v  coln(^,  whose  business  it     was     to  see  that     the 
urtieles   of   asso<-fation  were  carried     into    effect.     The 
jKJwePs  of  these  coiuRiitfecs  not    bein.:;  d<'fined  were  ainsost 
iinliii'.ife<l.     'I'hey  ex'.sniined   the   liooks  of  merchants,    la 
order  to    asceriain   wisciher  they  importeci   proliihiJef!  ar- ^ 
ti'les,  or,  inconsequence  of  the  scarcity  of  the  times,  sold 
liicir  Uierchaiidize  at  a    hl,'.^]i<M' |)riee  than   usual. — When 
j)roiii!)iied   ar!i<!es  were  imporJed.    t];ey   were  sold,   and 
the  value  relumed  to  the  owner   ;   11  tl<ei'e  was  any  sur- 
plus, it  was  a<U!ed  to  the  fujid   provided  for  the  siiifercrs 
a!  liosion.     if  (hey  took  advan{ii,u;e  <»r  the  necessities    of 
the    peoj)!e. and  sold  their  arJieies  at  a  hi^ljer  price  «han 
usual,  they  were  adveriised  as     unfriendly  to   their  conn- 
try.*     They  kept  a  ^ifi,iiant  eye  upon  the  conduct   of  eve- 
ry inhabitant   without   distinction,  and     such  as  were  sus- 
pected they  sent  for  info    (heir  presence,  and  infeTro,<;ated 
thetti    upon  every    suhject  wlilch  they  deemed  connected 
i>ilh  the    [)nh!ie  welfare.     Such  as  were  found  to    be    dis- 
affected— refused  to  take    the  prescribed    oath   oflidelily 
— or  join  tlie  nfin-importation  association — were  disarmed, 
adtcrtiscd.  held  up  to  the  odiunj  of  tlic  people,  and  under- 
"^vent  u  s|)ecies  of  political  and  social  excommunication,  as 
it  was  eo!)sidcred   inTamous  to    be    seen   in  the  company 
ofa  man    disalfccted   to   the   American    cause.     In  some 
cases  fines  were    imposed    and    these  were  added   to  the 
fuad  before  mentioned.      In  no  case  was  actual  violence 
used  or    attempted,    by  the  committees  on  the  !)ody  of 
the  peop'e  ;  on     the  contrary,    thesfrictest  attention,  not 
only  to  the  peace  of  society,  but  the  n^.orals  of  individuals 


'  Ivlarn'^cri'-t  prc.c,eeclii>f^s  ff  t:.e  ccinm'.ttv:  c  f  r '■lif  rmnty  of 
Northvnnlierijind,  in  my  'o  sKession.  Fff>r.>  the  Transaction  of  one 
pounty,  '^'e  rnay  form  a  general  charncter  of  the  v/hole. 
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sepms  id    liave    been    o[)M'i«vtMl.     Such    as  were    found     CHAP. 
giiiilv    <»r  j^mi'.ing,  jlriiiLiri};',  or  ricun^'   in  unv    manicr,  L 

Mere   ai'i*ai.^tie»l     bciorc   Ute    «M>iijiiutlee,    puiiiu-klv   ccri-   -; -.^.^^as; 

sui'<-(!  and  liiu'i!. — 'nieir  rrguiufious  were  sJ  vita ]>  ol;HCi*v»'d 
and  carried  into  i*!j^()rou»  cxe-ul'uJii  ;an4i  IVumj  their  «1cc!- 
sion  (hnr  was  II  appeul.  A  tl'^v  only  oi' flie  most  tihnwxi- 
oi!>  \  i!'jj;iiii,i!i  toficb  \vt*ro  seiii  luio  a  iiiiii!  rxiU*.  h<\V'in(] 
ihi-  iKosinluin-!,  Uy  ihc  j^eneriil  cojiisriittee  ol'  salViy  iit 
^Viliiaiusiiur^i;;. 

Bui  the  county  commiitecs  (lid  unt  ('onPine  llipir  vi;'\v3 
<«>  ttscse  i;I))('(  t^  oiiij:  they  aulicijKitrd  nie;isuiH*sot'  <!<'i'i'nc.c 
for  the  hostility  lueditaicd  aj^aiiisl  thcin,  by  enlistina;, 
tminiiiir.  ollietM'iie^'  ;in(l  jis  lai-  jis  {)i'iicti(iil)!e,  anuin;';  tUo. 
inde^iemliiiit  coiiipuriics  and  minulJ'Uicii  in  ea«h  eounty.* 
Juoi-ii  ihinuiore  suj»;ji;osto(l,  in  his  h'tlVr  to  the  Britisli  tp.i- 
m^try.  liuil  Un  se  in<h'pende!if  eoinjjaiiies  were  ioriaed  fop 
the  j)ur5)<»he  ol'  pi'i.teeJinu;  the  si'vet'al  eoHimitlees,  and  J' 
■occasion  nqiiircd.  to  acf  u^aiiofl  iliegovirnineuL  I'liis  lat- 
ter oljjeet  WHS  disavowed  hy  the  Genei'al  Assemhiy  in 
one  ol"  tiieir  addirsses  to  ihc  j^ov.erno!'.  It  is  siiiiieiently 
certain  no«  however,  tliat  sucli  was  t!:e  <iesi|;n  in  forui- 
in  .;  eojiipauies  olaiiiied  tueii  ;  if  men  in  their  sihiaiion 
Cdttid  he  eaUeil  annn)  ini^n.  Dunnsore  '.uldcM!,  ••tiie'v  have 
**  ]>iw.'eed<Mi  so  Jar  tn  one  eosinfy  as  to  hin(]  their  t!ii'u".H'n- 
d  "ii  eonij»any  hy  an  «)atfi  to  rxeeufe  all  (he  orders  cJ"  (l.e 
*•  eotuiiiiiiee."  I'his  likewise  was  positively  denied  hy  <hc 
As>^e»nhly.  and  various  other  pnhlie  f)odies.  and  seems  to 
b«*  imjiroh'ahle,  as  (iie  name  ol'fhe  eounty  is  nvA  speeilied. 
]n  (lulii  every  eonr.iy  in  Vir;';inia  was  a  sort  of  litflr  com- 
inomvealUi  ;  t;"overned  hy  Ihei!'  own  loeal  rei;ulations 
cnacti'd  hy  in»'n  (d'thrir  own  choiee,  arniinsr  Tor  their  o'vti 
par(i<ailar  dei'eaee.  eieetias;;  tijeir  (twn  ofileers.  <>;nh]n5t- 
tins^  to  a  eounty  poll  tux  tor  the  purpose  of  nureiiasjatj 
arms,  amruunitioii  and  itiiljtary  stores,  and  aekmiwlediri!:,;^ 
one  supreme  provim-iu!  head  in  the  j^eueral  eommiUce 
«r  safety  a«  Wiiiiamshuri;'  ;  and  this  provineiai  heail  i«selt* 
foruiinji;  only  one  ort'iirteen  red<'ral  memhers.  all  aeknow- 
ledijni^  ilie  eoJh'etive  wisdom  and  sai^aciiy  oi*  a  i^eneral 
cou^'ress  of  the  thirteen     United   I'olonies. — For  tJie  first 


*  From  the  arms  reported  and  returned  by  three  companies  it\ 
tlie  couiity  '>f  Northdmberhuid,  snme  idea  ma.  he  f'oi'n)f(l  of  tlic 
sit'U  ition  of  the  c>uiities  below  tidewater,  in  this  ^e>^pect  l-^t  Ccm- 
pan'  — 26  ii' clocks,  oiif  bayonet,  two  cartridge  /^o:cf'.9,  fmr  swords, 
twoli.ilbcr  s,  1  pair  f  ci>lors,  1  drum,  29  hmitiMt^  shirts,  29  i  .tir 
of  legQ;i)io;b,  52  blankets,  10  Kettle-, 1  Cant' en.  2d  co  pa^v — IJ 
rr.eof-ks.owi'  Ai/{,'07ir«  ;  25  iismtjng  i-liii'ts.  3d  C'lupany — 14  fire- 
1  H-'is,  10b  V  iiuns,  10  cirtvid  e  'loxes  ;  yet  Northumberland  is  a. 
tar^e,  opulent  and  populous  county. 
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CHAP,    time  the  siiWime  spectacle  was   exhil)ile(1  <o  the  world,   of 
*•        a  !Ui{i«>ti  ill  thi'  iiifaijov  ofiis  popiiialioa,  crusai!!;!;  llie  st'V- 
s=  pent  oi"  lvvann;\,  and  deeiariii,!^    lo    inankitui     (Jie  grand 

ti'ullj,  that  liberiy  and  eqaalitv,  founded  uuoa  tlie  iiasis 
of  a  fedei'yl  deiaotfacy,  know  not  the  eoniiiir luent  of 
teirilo;lal  iiutiJs.  Such  was  thr  siiiialioaor  Viii^inia  when 
Unniiioreconveyed  the  powdci*  IVoni  tSie  nuis^.iziueia  Wil- 
liatashiii'-^:. 

When  iliis  event  reached  the  country  it  pro(hieed  the 
ii!nu)Sl  conuuo{i')n  amon^^lhe  people.  they  looked  up  to 
their  eouiniittres,  assen»l)h'd  on  the  oecsision,  for  directions 
liow  to  act,  and  by  what  means  lo  obtain  re«lress  ;  for  the 
question  of  redress  secuis  j^enci-ally  (o  have  been  agitaU'd 
aiaoiit^  the  peojde,  and  debated  in  the  coainiiitees. — — 
Spirited  and  i)a)riolic  resaluiions  wei-e  every  where  aiiop- 
tvd.  ii  was  ivsohcd  that  thereusoval  of  the  pov.der  was  il- 
Ie,u;ai  ;  and  in  some  cases  a  cnuch  harsher  epithet  Mas 
used  ;  that  it  oa.^ht  to  be  rctui-ned  ;  that  the*  ji:overnop 
by  this  a<  t  as  well  as  other  parts  ofhis  con  iu;-  ,  had  for- 
IVtted  all  title  to  the  i-onildence  of  the  people  of  Niigiiiia 
«- tliey  offi-red  jjremiums  to  such  as  produced  the  best  .i^iui 
pov/der,  madf*  of  the  niatfriais  of  the  colony;  and  also  to 
such  as  pro<luced  the  ixsi  wool ;  they  resolved  to  abstain 
tVon>  the  use  of  uu'.lton  or  lansh  as  food,  that  the  l)reed 
of  sheep  mi^;!it  increase  the  faster,  and  a  }j;reater  por- 
tion of  wool  be  anorded  :  and  in  j^tnera!  passed  wise  and 
salutary  reji;ulations.  for  «he  safety  of  the  cohniy,  the  secu- 
idty  of  iheir  ti!»eriie5,  and  the  eneouraj^ement  of  dosiies- 
tic     nianufadures. 

T!ie  resolutio 'S  of  the  diif  rent  comtuittees  thr(<ughout 
the  colony,  in  which  (hey  were  zealously  su[)ported  by 
the  peonh'  ;  the  open  tuannei- in  wliich  the  Governor  whs 
pron«)Unced  by  the  voice  of  that  peyjde  to  have  lost  their 
conlJdence  ;  the  bold  spii-ii  of  opposition  and  deterr.iined 
resistance  manifcsred  in  the  resolve  that  the  yozvder 
OKi;/.'f  to  be  relinned.  \\!iich  was  plainly  speakin.y;  the  Iai> 
gua,^e  of  letalia'.ion  and  ledress — opei-atinj;  loj^ether  upon 
the  governoi's  mind,  produced  the  address  to  (he  council 
and  the  proclamation  before  mentioned  to  the  [leopjc. 

Thr  ^overno!-.  a^s  w<  have  seen.  Iiad  advis  d  w.th  his 
council  on  the  proprieiy  of  is^ui^lJ;  a  proehwnaii  m  t-ec(tll- 
in,:i.  the  1)ei^plt  lo  a  sense  of  Iheir  diilij  &c  ;  and  the 
council,  upon  deliberiJion,  advised  hiin  to  issue  one, 
(wiiose  character  we  have  seen.)  and  indeed  presented  him 
Avith  the  drauj;ht  of  that  wliieh  he  did  issue,  instt-ad 
of  recalling  he  j>eo,)!e  to  a  sense  of  what  Duinnore 
thoujfht  their  duty,  the  j)roclamaiion  had  a  very  j^^reat 
chec«  in  recatlini;;  tlie  people  to  what  they  theuiselvk-s 
eoiiiidcirdus  iLeir  clutr.    Tliey  felt  tliciijbcives  ••ijured  and 
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insiiTfodby  ihe  opprobrious  lan.cjua.^e  U  confaJnod.  and 
tiny  liiiatened  <o  repel  b>  public  nsolvt-s.  il.e  iudeeeiU 
and  indiscreeJ  chari^e  Ihul  tlie^  were  in  a  staje  of  insurrecti- 
on and  open  defiance  ot'all  ie^al  aulliority.  \iy  Jhis  iinpalj. 
th'  address  the  Governor  increased  ilie  enibusiasni  ofthe 
Virjjinians.  To  a  settled  Oi)inion  of  the  justice  of  theif 
cause,  weue  now  superadded  the  exaspeiatiou  of  wounded 
pride,  and  insulted  fee!inj;s. 

The  proclaniatiun  had  scarcely  made  its  appearance, 
whv-n  some  persons  privaN!\  entered  the  nia.i^azine,  inihe 
ni.i^hr  time,  and  conveyed  a  vay  a  j;reat  number  of  j^uns, 
carlouch  boxes,  swords,  canteens,  hie.  Two  days*  after-  ^^^  ^* 
wards  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  assem- 
bled and  expressed  their  disapproliaiion  of  this  Iransa.  tion. 
They  required  fh?  inha!)it;\n(s  of  the  town  to  prevent  such 
unlawful  proccedinj^s  for  thefulure,  and  exhorted  those 
in  possession  of  the  arms  to  reJurn  them  to  the  n.aga- 
zine. 

Scarce  a  Meek  passed  wi(hout  the  occurrence  of  some 
circumstance  calculated  to  increase  the  muluai  irritation 
of  Dunmore  and  the  people. 

An  evetrt  had  now  happened  which  carried  the  exacerba-  Cap*.Mon^ 
tion  of  his  spirit  to  its  hii^hest  pitch.   A  party  of  arnjcd  men  ^^^"^ 
Tvhose  movements  it  will  presently  b<^  our  business  to  relate,  \^'^;^,!  y!,. 
had     arrived  at  no    j-reat  distance   from   Willianjsljurg,  on  Yoilj. 
vith   the   avoved    intention    of  making  a  reprisal    for  the  Town, 
stolen  gunpowder,    and    of  securing  the    treasury.     As 
soon   as   Ounmore   heard  this  he  despatched  a   messen.oep 
to  the   Fowey   man  of  war,   lying  off  York-Town,  and  a 
detachment    of  40  sailors  and    marines,   under   the  com- 
mand of  captain  Stretch  was  sent  to  his  aid.      They  were 
not  marchi'd  through  the  streets,  but  by  the    wav   of  the 
Oovernor's  park.     ATter  the  detachment  was  landed.  Col- 
onel \elson  received  a  letter  from    Montague,  Captain    of 
the  ship  ?'owey    threatening  that   if  the  detachment  was 
attacked  or  molested  on  its    march,    he   would   fire    ui>on 
lork-Town.  This   threat  excited  so  much   ahum     am<mg 
the  inhabitants   that    many    of  them  removed     into     the 
country  with  tlieir  families.     Captain   Montague's  letter 
was   couched  in  the  following  terms. 

•'Fowev,  May  4,  1775. 
«  Sir,  *  ^ 

"  T  have  this  morning  received  certain  in- 
formation, that  his  excellency  the  T.ord  J)nnmore.  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,    is  threatened   with   an   attack   at   day 

*  The  next  m  vnin^  a    warrant  was  issued   to  search    certain 
suspected  places,  but  the  search  was  without    success. 

C 
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CHAP,     break  Hiis  morning,   at    his  palace  in  Williamsburg,  and' 
i.  liavt'  though!   |)io]jei'  to  send  a    (ietaohnit-al   f Von;  l*is  uia- 

..  j**^'j'^  *li'l'  untier  Uiy  eoniiiianii,  to  support  his  exeeiU'ne^'j 

thei  efure,  stroni;!^  pra^  jou  to  make  use  of  every  en* 
(leavourto  present  the  parly  irotii  heing  n  oleste*!  or  at- 
lacked,  as  in  tl:at  ease  1  iiiust  be  untier  the  necessity  to 
fire   upon    this   town." 

Prom  GEORGE  JMONTAGLE. 

TtiThe  lion.  Thomas  Nklson. 

b're  cniT.-       When    this    letter    reached     Williamsburg   it   exciied 

itiifeerp's  the   si  congest   emotions.     The    coniinitlee    met    and  pas- 

res  hit'  ns    gpd  I'esdlutious  on  the  siihu'ct.  hi{4;hly   expressive   ol*    tlicir 
thereupon.     •    i-        ,-  i  p-    •         "     *^         ' 

^        indignation  and  sense   ol  itijur\. 

Tiiey  sfa«ed  that  captain  Montague  evinced  a  spirit  of 
cruelly,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  enilized  luiiior.s, 
in  threatening  to  fire  uj)on  a  tjwn,  which  might  not 
be  inijjlicated  if  an  attack  had  been  uiade  onthedetaeli- 
went;thatin  his  late  conimunieation  to  the  Pre^iileiit, 
he  had  a<idcd  insult  to  hatha iil> — because  it  was  sent 
too  late  to  afford  any  opportunity  for  the  exeiiion  of  col- 
onel Nelson's  influence,  had  any  disposition  been  manifest- 
ed to  7?io/r,v/  or  off  oe/i*  the  dctachn  ent — iMcause  tlie  per- 
son to  whom  it  was  sent,  would  have  been  the  greatest  huf- 
ferer,  in  ease  the  town  had  been  fired  on,  and  was  niori  o- 
\er,  at  (hat  very  njonent  exerting  all  his  intluence  lor  the 
gcAernor's personal  safety  : — that  con>idering  these  cir- 
cun  stances,  Montague  had"  discovered  the  most  iiKLLtsii 
pr  nciples  that  ean  nctiiate  a  humai!  mind.''  They  rcconi- 
11  ended  il  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county,  CiOt 
to  shew  any  mark  of  civility  to  captain  Montague  further 
than  common  decency    retjuired. 

A  It  I  ough  the  intpression  iiiade  by  the  ren:oval  of  (he  gun- 
po\Mler  from  the  magazine  at  ^^illi;;n!sburg.  on  b<'a!(l  a 
British  ship,  was  simultaneous,  in  eveiy  section  cf  the 
eo)»my.  yet  the  entbusiasnj  which  it  inspired,  am'  (lie 
resistance  immediately  to  be  made,  necessarily  v  ried 
widely,  in  different  pjirts  of  the  colony  according  to  local 
ciicumstances,  and  the  phlegm  or  ardor  of  nien's  tem- 
?ix  Imn-  peraments. 

^^^.^  ^^f'^       IMlore  tlutn  six  hundred  men,  v^ell  armed  and  disciplined, 

at  iieder-  ^^  '''^".^  state  themselves  (ohave  been,  assendiled  at   Fre- 

ick-bbuig.      dericksburg  ^  despateh«{{  seniC  g<ntienien   *   from    Spot- 

svlvania  and  Hanover,  to  V>  illianssbnig,  to  asccrtaiM  the 


*  Purdie's  paper  mentirns  but  one — Mann  Pae^e,  Jr.  Esq.  ore  r,f 
the  delegrates  from  the  county  of  Sp' tsylvaria.  This  must  h?ve 
been  the  late  Mann  Paicc  of  Mansfield,  near  Fredevicksburjr,  not 
less  distinruislied  fv  his  talents  Uian  his  patrintisiyi.  In  t  very 
thing  that  constitutes  the  gentleman,  he  had  no  superior.    It  was 


alioa 
en 
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sifuation  of  the  metPOi)olis,  with  an  ofler,  iTassis^aneo 
Vas  necf ssat'v,  (o  march  down,  at  a  luoments  warning, 
VKhtuo  thousand  lut-n.  Th«  se  i^rntlciucn  leluiru-tl  with 
an  answti-  tiiat  the  town  was  qtii«'t,  ati«l  (hat  tup  the 
prospnt,  it  was  best  policy  to  abstain  from  open  vio- 
lence. 

TheeoiKlaetofthe  troops  assen)!»!e(l  at  Frederksbuv"- 
cannot  be  too  hi.;,^hly  applauded  intrepid  without  le.ne*^ 
niy.  ardeat  ju  (heir  love  of  Ubertv  without  anv  exhibiti- 
on of  licentiousness,  they  retired  at  the  voice  of  discre- 
tion and  prudence,  (ts  it  was  then  (bought,)  with  a  iran- 
<jui.ityand  aiiention  to  ord<r,not  interior  to  the  enthu- 
siastie  spii it  wi(h  wljicbtbey  had  assembled. 

Beforet!:e.vre(i^rcda'counciI  was  held,    in   the   commit-  Deliver 
tee  chamber,  at    h  rederieksbur-,   ai    w.'iich    were  present  ^''^i's  "ti- 
one  liundred  and   two    members,   consisfinff  of  UcJe-ites  ^"^'"''^    ^^^ 
or  (be  provincial   congress,  olncers,  and  special  deputies  Tu'liu 
fnuu  lourteen  eompamesoiXight  Horse,  composin,^  a  body  reU.e' 
ol  upwards    of  SIX  hundred     u.en.-Here     a     production 
Avh.cli  bau    been   pr.'pared.    i-i    the  form  of  advice,  v,as 
presented,  agreed  to,  and  published.     It  was    of  a   bolder 
Character  than    any    eompositi^in  which    had  vet    apnea-- 
ed.     It  was  almosi  tantamount  (o  a  declaration  of  indepeiv- 
Ceu'-e.     It  spoke    of   t!ie  ruling   powers    without    the    hu- 
inilKy  a:>d   courtly  ceremony  usuallv  preserved  upon  such 
oecasions.     Ii  contained  no  evasive  hin.,-uage,  but   with   a 
iirm  and  even     forward    spirit    avows  the  intention  of  f be 
troops  to  preserve    their   liberty    at  the   hazard   of  tlicii- 
Jives  and  lorJuries. 

They  stated  the  facts  ahvady  mentioned,  the  cause  of 
Iheiralar.i,  and  the  manner  in  .vbich  it  had  been  remov- 
ea.  I  j.cy  condenuied  (be  conduct  of  (he  governor,  as  i!I- 
timed  impol.tic.  unnecessary  an«l  unjusf.  '  Tbev  declared, 
that  he  priv  -t.  v.rt.iesof  a  governor,  ffor  wbidi.  boWo- 
^01.  Dunmore  seems  not  to  hive  been  distinguished,)  were 
no  security  against  opDressive  systems  of  government, 
ii.ey  deprecated  the  evils  of  a  civil  war,  and.  preferin^ 
pcice.  as  long  as  (be  least  hope  of  an  honorable  adjustment 

^e^eiai'h:;;;;^:  ^^'^^"'  ^'^  ■""'•" '''  ^"^  ^'-^'^  ^«  S 

^    They  considered,  however,  the  liberties  of  \mori-a  to  be 
m  danger,  from  tS.e  hostility  manifested  In  the  British  lul 

impossible  to  mention  h.sname,  Avklioat  spealdi.-  ;„  his  praise   and 

H    >se   J^J^:'"^    »-'^I^^vt,.nUand.lnh.  Speaker  of  the   I  ,te 
Fr^dcrick^ul  S^  to  r  Jr't    '"^"""'"^  '^''  Sentl.men  assembled  ui 
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CHAP,    risfn-.  and  being  firmlj  resolved  to  resist  all  at<entpfs  a- 
I.          fiijiiisi  (h«ii' rij^lils  and  pviviiei^es,  IVoni  \vhat«M«M-  quai-iei* 

.  ilie>  iiit2;l>l  he  assailed,  tliev  p  edged  themselves  to  eaeli  o- 

ther.  to  ho  in  readiness,  at  a  moinenl's  warning,  to  re-us- 
semhic,  and  by  FoKct:  of  arms,  to  drfeml  the  Imcs,  the  Zi- 
herties.  and  the  rights  of  this*  »»k  any  sjstek  colony,  from 
unjust  und  ivivUed  iin'osiou. 

Tbcv  then  directed  despalehes  to  he  sent   to  the  tro"ps 
asseniided  at  the  Bo\> ling-green  ;  to  those  from  «heeoun- 
lit  s  of  Berkely,  Frederiek*    Dunmore,   and     from   sneh 
ot'.er  «'Ounties*as   were   then  on   their  niareh,   to    return 
them  thanks  for  their  cheerful  ofi'  rs  of  service,  and  to  ac- 
quaint them  \vit!i  the  determination  whieli  thev  had  taken. 
This  address  was  read  at  tl«e  head  of  each  company,  and 
warmly  and  unaninsously    approved.     It    concluded     v/ith 
these  i?iipre«<«ivt'  wftrds — 
*GOl)  SATE  TUV  LIBERTIES  OF  AMERICA."* 
I  shall  now  relate  the  event  before  alluded  to,  which  oc- 
ca<*i<ined  Dunmore  to  send  to  a  British   man  of  war  for  a 
detachment  to  liis  assistance,  and  the  threat  from  Captain 
Montague,  that  he  \^ould  fire  upon  York  Town,  if  that  de- 
tach, ment  was  attacked  or  molested. 

The  desigii  with  whicli  i!ie  troops  had  been  assem])led  at 

Fredericlvshurg  and  elsewhere,  wasaecon^plished  princijjal- 

h  by  the  volunteers  of  one  county,  and  in  a  great  measure 

through   the  instrumentality  of  one  man.* 

May  2,         f  The   committee  of  sa'cjy  for  the  county   of  Hanover 

TUe  Hano-  ^^^j  .^|  IVew-Castle,  and  recommended  that  reprisals  should 

vt!  voiun-   j^  ,^.  jjjp  i^ijjj^tg  i>ronert^,  suificient    to  indemnify 

teeis under  *  o      i      .       . 


*  Fredcvicksburs,  Connmittee  chamber,  Saturday  the  29th  of 
Apr  ,1775. 

*  I  aivir.k  Ilenrv. 

f  In  a  conve'sat'ion  which  I  bad  with  then,  Ensign,  now  Col.  Gord- 
all,he  differs  from  the  ftcc'umt  of  this  transaction  whim  I  have  giv- 
en in  the  text  ;  but  1  have  chosen  rather  to  follow  the  accounts 
printed  at  the  time,  whicli  in  three  different  newspapers  are  word  for 
v.'ord  the  same,  than  trust  to  the  uncertaintv  f  human  recollection. 
Col.  Goo-'all's  account  i-*  this.  The  volunteers  of  Hanover  were  ac- 
cu'itomed  to  meet  at  South  Anna  Bridge  where  thev  wt  re  trained. 
P.  Henry  on  his  way  to  Coneress,  was  met  at  Col.  W.  O.  Winston's 
by  a  committee  from  the  volunteers,  v;ho  ])ropor.ed  to  Henry  to 
Iti^.ke  reprisals  upon  the  Kina;'s  property,  as  the  county  cown.ittee 
ofmfetv,  declwed  to  take  an'v  step  in  the  business.  Kcnry  nor  only- 
advised  them  to  rarrv  llieir  proposition  into  effect,  Init  drrlared 
that  he  ^'-ouh!  turn  l-ack  and  march  to  Willi ^msburg  with  tVem.  In 
the  remainder  of  the  narrative  all  are  agreed.  In  the  origin  <^fthe_ex- 
)jediti  m  there  is  an  imnnrtant  difference  ;  according  to  one,  it  origi- 
natrd  with  the  cmiity  c<~.rar.iittee  of  safety;  according  to  the  other  the 
county  committee  of  safety  would  have  nothins  to  say  to  it.  And  it 
emanated  ent'relv  from  tlu- vohnittrrs.  'the  ?!uM\ority  of  Goouallis 
followed,  as  it  respects  the  appcintment  of  officers. 
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the  poTonv,  for  ihe  loss  siisfalnpfl  at  the  mnj^zinp  in  WMi-  CRAP, 
lui.-ljui:  .    In  i'ursiiancpof  fliis  rei'oniDM'ndaiim.  (he  >olun-  I. 

Hf  PS   f  l>anov('rasHemhlp(l  aiNrw-Castle.and  ekcfi'd  their 


o'  cers — Patrick  Henry,  Captain  ;   Sanuiel  Mereditli,  1st  P  "  ck 
Leiiien  nf  ;  RielianI  Monis,    2(1    Lieutenant;  and  Parke  "^"'^J,   f^^, 
Go>-^al\  Knj^ign.     Patrick  Henry,  deiathed  Ensijrn  Good-  \\  iniains- 
all.  vvitli  sixteen  nien»  to  seize  and  detain  Colonel  Rieliard  burg. 
C'l'bin,  the  Kin.a;*s  deputy  receiver  general,  until  satisfac- 
tion was  receiver*.     This  movement  it  was  supposed  could 
be  eflev'ted.  vithout   retarding  the    progress   of  the  main 
body,  which  under  Henry  was  to  proceed  to  Williamshiirg. 
The  detaehnient  underGofidall  advanced. according  to  or- 
ders. toLane^ille  in  King^.  Queen  county,  tlie  seat  of  the  re- 
eeivergetu  ral   and  surrounding  the  house,  demanded    the 
Kitig's  nione_\,  for  the  powder  which   Dunuiore   had  taken 
out  of  the  magazine.    The  receiver  not  being  at  honie,  Mrs. 
Cor  bin  appeared  and  informed  them  that  the  king's  money 
va>,  never  kept  there,  but   at  his  office   in    >\  illiamsburg, 
wiiere.  also  she  told  them,  was  her  husband.*     Upon  this 

*  The  venerable  clauRhter  of  the  receiver  gt  neral  and  relict  of 
tlip  late  Colonel  Braxton  is  still  living,  and  was  an  eye  witness  to 
the  scene  at  L  n^-ville  and  had  nodonljt  often  iieard  her  husband  re- 
count his  interviews  with  Patrick  Henry,  cUiring  this  transaction. 
I  have  relied  upon  this  most  respectable  authoritv  in  slating  that 
L  .ni  ville  was  surrouiuled,  and  tha«  th«-  lady  of  the  house  had  an  in- 
terview, or  rather  held  a  c(  n'etence  with  the  volunteers.  Upon 
tht  same  authority.  I  will  here  relate  some  viihutix,  whic'  I  '  id 
not  think  proper  to  eml^ody  into  the  text.  A!:'Oiit  tlie  time  that 
P*tnck  Henry  set  nut  on  his  expedition  to  Williamsburg,  Colonel 
Br-^x  on  hai)penett  to  be  at  C  loi.el  Ptndleton'*,  wh.  rt  between  3 
and  4  hundred  men  had  rtssembled,  to  consult  in  what  mm.  er  to 
pr<r  eed  in  order  to  get  the  mo-ey  for  the  powder.  Tiie  delegates 
w<  re  now  also  at  Colo:;el  Pendleton's  ;  and  Co  onel  Braxton  w;:s  a 
witness  to  the  counsel  which  they  gave  the  people  to  return  peare- 
a';ly  to  their  ho'pes  ;  up  n  the  strength  of  tins  preiedeni,  he  sup- 
pi sed  that  he  could  persuade  Mr.  Heiirv  to  do  the  same  by  his  men 
~  init  Mr. Henry  insisted  upon  it  that  the  money  sh'uld  '  e  return- 
ed before  i.e  would  disl):*nd  his  troops.  Upon  thi>,  Mr  Braxton  prn- 
p  'cd  to  go  tf  Colonel  Coibin  if  \lr.  Henry  would  re;'  ain  qu:.  t  at 
Donc;istle's  until  his  return.  Mr.  Braxton  rtc  Tiled  t(>the  recollec- 
tio:i  ot  Mr.  Hi  nry,  the  many  innocent  persoris  who  would  suffer  by 
hi^  I'tecipitate  entrance  Into  \A' illiamsburg,  as  Dunmorc  hai  plant- 
ed cannon  at  his  palace,  with  a  determinatiun  to  fire  on  the  town, 
thf  very  momt-ntthat  one  hostile  Virginian  sh>uld  ei;ter  it,  wmie, 
at  ti>e  signal  of -his  event,  the  men  of  war  lying  at  Yoi  k,  bad  aiso 
determiiicd  to  perpetrate  the  same  atrocitv.  At  last,  Mr  Henry 
agreed  to  remain  at  Dorcastle's,  and  negociate  through  the  medi- 
un-.  of  Mr.  Braxton.  'I'he  latter  accordinglv  repaired  to  the  re- 
ceiver general  at  Willi;v.Tisburg,  wh^' iiiformed  him  that  he  had  lent 
whit  money  there  was  in  the  office  to  Mr.  Nicholas  the  treasurer, 
but  that  to  pay  Henr\ 's  demand,  lie  wiuld  givf»  an  order  on  Nicho- 
las. Mr.  Braxton  replied  that  Mr.  Henry  prefered  a  bill,  which 
tV  recriver  !ec  ining  t^i  rive,  Mr.  Nelson  gave  a  !)ill  on  Phiiadel- 
ahia,  and  took,  the  order»oii  the  treasurer  for  payment.    .Mr.  Brax  - 
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CHAP,    informnf Ion  Goodali's  partv  coJitinued  tl.pii-maro]i  and  foiV 

*•         ^''    >i  «'  niaii)  Ihm!v  at   Doucasiles    tavi-rn.  ahuiu  jfi    ,*iies 

i.^^  iioiri  >\iliramhl)ui-g.oji  the  3(1  jnsfunt,  at  siir.^(>i_l,;,le  ihc 

sjiP.^e  ni-ltt,Colut;eK';.rter  lii-nxionaiiivrd   in  ^\itliai.is- 
jjiir-  \Mjli  ilie  inteliiijciK-e.     In  flicir  mai-di  ti.ev  had  heen 
j<Mfie«I  by  VGlunle«rs  iVom  the  counties  of  Kin-  \Vil!iaii.   ^J 
JSe\\  ktJji.  ^autouiiied  to  jnore  than  150  men.  all  sv-id  to  he 
"J^n  «>^!>»-"l»««v,«e!la((Outie;!,  *c  exhii.iiiiigHv.rvniarti- 
Th   ^f.^t;  •'' =':M>^^-''anee-    Ear!v  the  next  nioinins.  Tol.  Biaxfun   re- 
itcr.vt ;        J'Jrneo.  &  S^afrj!  k  Ilerin,  leeeiving  adt  quate  eo!i,pensa:ion 
Ce.eral         '"'*  *'•*•  |)«'wd(»- (ak(  n  out  oCthe  ina.ijazine.  the   volunteers 
uakfsconi   pi'oereded  no  f-irther  than  Donea^tle's.  and   the  a.l'Jp  \\a» 
fT'^r      ben  led.    Ilrney  i-ave  the  following  reeeij-i   for  th.-  n;onev 
tc.zL.e  of    "'''^'"r**  "'"  ^  <-oni|.er.sati«;n  f.^r  the  povder  tahen  out  of  ih*e 
tiiL  ,.un         »»»aj;"^in^  :— "  Doneristle's  Ordinal'.-*.    New-Kenf.  3Jav  i 
l^wuer.       1^73,   feecivtd  fioni    the  henorahie  *Ri<  hafd    C<  rf)in  'j''sq* 
Uh  nia}estv>  irc  eivee  pn.jal,  .^30  {  oi-nds,  as  a  eon>pensaI 
110),  for  (he  jiUR  |w,v,d.  p  la,th  laken  out    ol'the  puhlle  ma- 
gazine In  (he  Govt'incr--.  o.der  ;  ^hieh  nione>  J  nromi^e  to 
oonv;vto    ihe   Virginia   Oelej;ales    at   the  ('lener-al    (  rn. 
K!.>.,io  he  under  theiediiretion,  laid  ont  in   f-mi  pov<  ep 
lor  (l.e  eolon>  s  use,  and  to  ho  stored  as   thev  shall  din  ct, 
i!i.t:ltI:emNt,-oIon>ronver(ion,  orCJeneral   \ssemhlv.  un- 
ie,..s  ij  s;,a!l  oe  necessary,  in  the  n;ean  tin.e,  to  use  the  sanie 
in  f'eJeiue  oi  .hjs  eo'onv.     ii  is    «j;reed  that    in   ease-  the 
next  convention  sha!]  detei-j:une  that  anv  part  ot    the    said 
money  oi-ht  to  he  returned  to  his  n.aje.lv's  said  reeeiver 
general,  that  the  same  ihull  be  done   a'cfordinsilx." 
^,^^^^  PATixiCKIIJLjsill^juD. 

P\RKr,  GoouAj.L. 
rT^,.    ,      .         .    .    t-i   True   r.opj/.] 

>>i  Me  the  lollov.m.-  letter,  a-.id  sent  it  hy  express. 

TheVo.  lheafi;nrorthe  po^tderis  now  settled,  so  j<«  to  npn. 

.n....,s  <-r  clueesati.faehon  tome,  and   I  earnestly  wish,  to  thoeolo 

iKei^i.  r.wt  eoTnr.);fjo.-^(o  tender  their  service  to  jou  as 

payment  f.r  Uie  tu Ijr^und  d?^  T'%  •"'   to  take  tire  hul  as  a 
li.iues.  P^^^uci,  and  uisptrse  his  men  to    taeir  several 

c:£^  ir„;::;t,?,T.M'*":aH:.' "iT"'''  "■'••r"='-' "— 

C(,i.,  rted  it      Mr  r^Vr ,..        -I'l^^a'  "-?  ^'be  a  n.nmfest  eimrl  have 
.vou.a  beem  xjoia  tins  that  no  otheis  were  with  him  ; 
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a  pi i^jTie  officer,  for   the  purpose  of  pscorfini*  thn  puVic     CJIAP. 
tie  :s  iry  ti>a)i,v  placr  iaJhis  e(»i:»in  Nvhcrt'  ili**  .11  »  ifv  «\)iial         i. 

l)f  jU(Ic4;»m|  uiopf  salV  ihiin  in  Jlic  cily    of  WiHi.iiiisiKiry;. —    ==s 

Tii<*  rvjristil  iiv)\v  .a.ile  by  ilie  il.iiiover  voluMteei-s,  ih  »ii.^!i  ^'e■  vic^     o 
aecO!ii!)iislird  in  a  louaiier  le.ist  lia'»lo  to  tiie  ii->i:>.it<iii(>ii  of  ^''"^■''   '•^" 
vioicin.  ear**mii,v,  m.iy  possi'tiy  W**  t'»p  ciuse  01    l!iliii*«i   i.i- 
jui-v  to  Che    treasury.     If    tiien-lorc  you    ai);)relje:i:!    tlie 
leasii  (iai.i^er,  a  so  Ticieiit  jjuaijl  is  at  your  s  M'vice.      I     U:"-^ 
tlie  r«  Uini  oTtiic  l>"arrr  may  l»e  iuslaal,  because  tiic    men 
"wis!!  10  know  iljeir  disMnation. 
Wilfi  .j;reat  reiyard  I  am,  sip. 
Your  most  huiiiole  servaMt, 

inrnirKnExiiY,Jr. 

ToRoBKRT  Cauteu  NICHOLAS.  Es(].  Treasurci*. 

To  fills  ilie  Treasurer  returned  an  answer,  tliat  he  did 
not  a,)preliend  thi're  was  any  neeessiiy  for  tlie  pro;)JSi"d 
guard,  and  thai  t!»e  niiiids  ot'tlie  peo'ile  of  Williamsl)  if^^, 
Avere  perfectly  <[!iie>.*  C'pontliis  s!ie  volunleess,  euiisider- 
ioi;  tliuf  there  would  sliorily  !)«' a  j^enera!  eonsjjre3>.  or  a  eo- 
lony  c-t'ivenf  ion.  eerurne  I  to  llseir  respeeiive  jjoties.  10  wait 
the  farilier  dire<*tioii  ol'oae  ov  (lie  other  <~rihes>'  l)0ilies. 

I(  -appears  tha<  ifie  sirietesi  atJeiilion  to  disci, )!i!V?  was  ex-     E'^cel'ent 
lii'iited  diii'lnj:;  ihis  expeditio'i;  tisat  pere  a.Hory  oi*:lers  vvere  "■    *^-  P'*^" 
TepeatedW    i^iven  to  avoid    every  appearance  of  violence,  ^-''^'^'^^* 
injury,  or  insult,  to  the  persiins  or  pt0;)er(y  of  every  one  ;  .^i.^tca  of 
and.  firal  in  exevnlin;^  t!ie  plan  oT  reprisal,  ti  >un  (he  Uinij;*s  tiie  iia.u- 
servants,  hioodshed,  it*  possible,  was  to  he  avoi'lt^d.     These  ver  volua- 
facls   are  rsmnd  i  )   exleacls    fnt'i!  the   proeeediii;^s  o>*  tho  *-*^^^'^* 
eoniniiitee   of  sa'ety  for  Uano^er  cnnnly.  pn!>ii>i!ied   at  tiio 
tiioe.     A  meet  in.ii;  of  tins  cornmiftee  v.tishplr!  on  fhe'Jth  of 
IVlay,  at   iIm'  conrl    lioiisc.    in  which   ihey  refMrned   fheir 
thanks  lo  tlieir  counfy  vidnnteers.f  and  also  tolhos**  of  such 
other   eonnlies    as   had   embodied   t?ieiuselves,    and    were 
marcl'.int- to  their  aid. 

f'wo  davs   •,».ffer  the   date  0^  the  above  fran'^nffion*.  a> 

it  \'.  -assprttd,.h' w  t  ver,  in  t;)'  ii.l  lic  ^  mi  t  ■  '■  1  ('ii\  ti..  1  tl  <'i,c 
of  Kii'g  ^^■^Hian^  .ukI  Isew-Kfut  v.  ere  with  him  :  'r.im  wiiich  aii- 
tho?i!y  I  have  th' ught  m\  self  wavtanteM  in  so  st  lins;  '►..  Mr.  Henry 
sav«  the  hafl  it  "n  charw'  from  tli<'  Hui'ver  cmmit*^  ;  {"rom  f  >;s 
it  ^i->p<ars  t'lat  \\\"  txpe  'itiou  was  undtrtaken,  und^he  reprisal 
ma''.e  at  their  recommendation. 

*  Thiv  assctiDi)  of  the  treasurer  that  the  minds  of  the  penple  of 
Williamsbir  g  wee  p<  rfi  ctlv  quitt,  must  be  iinderstord  wit'i  some 
mof'iifir.atioiis  ;  more  than  oi'.e  hundred  of  its  ritizfns,  at  that  very 
time 0-1" roled  t'.e  streets  and  gu  in'ed  tlie  treasury  in  thtf  ni^ht, 

f  Thif;  is  pn'-itive  tp  'imoiiv  tha'-  the  expediii'^n  and  repnsnl 
^vas  sancliuned  by  tr^e  county  coiimiittee  of  salety  for  Kanover 
courtv. 


16  HISTORY  OF 

CHA.P.    condiieted  by  Patrick  Henry,  I  ho  governor  issued  a  proela- 
I.         iiiHlion.      I  If  stilled  1  hilt  a  certain  Pairiik  Jhiny    of  ihe 

L^— J -•  county  ol'llaiiover, and  a  nunjher  of  deluded  Tollowers,  had 

The  Cinv-   taken  up  arms,  cliosen  their  officers,  and  slyl.n.y;  themselvt  s 
evnor  is-     j^,,  inde|)en<tent  company,  niaiched  out  of  their  county,  en- 
suesauio-   ^,j^jj,p^(|  .^^^^\  ^j^  iheujselvcs  in  a  posture  ofnar  ;  that  they 
a\ahist>^a-  ^^*'  written  and  despatched  letters  to  many  parts    of  the 
trick  Hen     country,  excilini;  1^  e  people  to  join  in  their  outrageous  and 
rv  H"''  his  rebellious  practices,  to  tlie  terror  ol'lhe  king's  faithful  sub- 
followers,    jecis,  and  in    open  deliance   of  law  and  ^?o^e^nnlent  ;  that 
thej    had  com  mined   other  ads  of  violence — particularly 
by  extorting  IVom    the   receiver  general  Ihe  sum  of  330', 
under  pretence   of  replacing   the  powder    which    he  had 
thought    proper  to   order  from    the    magazine — from   all 
w!«ich  he  inferred  that  there  was  no  longer  any  security  for 
the  life  or  pioperty  of  any  man  :   He   tijercfore   issued  his 
proclamaiion  to  all  persons,  upon  their  allegiance,   noi   lo 
aid.  ahef  or  give  countenance  to  tlie   said   Patrick   Henry, 
or  anv  others  concerned  in  such  combinations,  but  on   the 
contrary  to  o;)pose  them,  as  they  would  otherwisedraw  up- 
on tliensselves  the  vengeance  of  offended  niajesty,  and  the 
insulted  law. 
pli.-icii  ^*"'   ^''^'  ^^'  **^  wliich  Patrick  Henry's  expedition  had 

Henry  wrought  upon  the  feelings  and  c«mduct  of  the  governor, 
was  very  difierent  from  that  which  it  produced  u,»on  the 
people.  In  several  counties  they  assembled  and  express- 
ed their  sentiments  upon  the  occasion.  They  announced 
to  the  public  their  approl)ation  in  warm  terras,  and  voted 
their  cordial  thanks  to  Patrick  Henry  and  the  volun- 
teers of  Hanover  for  their  prudent  and  spirited  conduct 
in  making  a  reprisal  upon  tlie  King's  properly,  as  an 
indemnification  for  the  powder  taken  out  of  the  maga- 
zine.* 

Ahout  the  middle  of  May,  Captain  Montague's  lietacli- 

♦  TheGommittee  for  Orange  county,  met  on  Tuesday  the  9th  if 
Muy,  taking  into  their  Cdnsideration  the  removal  'f  the  powder 
from  the  public  magazine,  and  the  c  mpens'ition  obtained  by  tlie 
independent  compTiny  of  Hanover  ;  and  observing  also,  that  the  re- 
ceipt given  b^C'apc,  Patrick  Henry,  to  his  majesty's  Receiver  ('•e-' 
iieral,  refers  rne  fl  lal  disposal  'f  the  money  to  the  next  colony  con- 
vention, came  into  the  fnlp.wing  resolutions  : 

1.  That  the  Governor's  rem  val  of  the  powder  lodged  in  tlie  ma- 
gazine, and  set  apart  for  th  defence  of  the  cou  try,  was  fraudulent, 
unnecessary,  and  extremely   pri^voking  to  the  people  of  this  colony. 

2.  That  the  resentment  shewn  by  tlie  Han  vcr  volunteers,  and 
Ihe  reprisal  they  have  made  on  the  King's  property,  highly  merit 
the  approbation  of  the  public,  and  the  thanks  of  hi>  committ'-e. 

3.  Thu'.  if  vnyattemptsh  ud  be  made  it  the  ensuing  c  nventi- 
on  to  have  the  m -iiev  returned  to  his  m  tj;  st'ys  Kecer  >  r  G  t'al, 
our  delegates  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,   toexert  all  their 
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ment  of  marines  left  AYilliamsbupg,  and  returned  ou  board     CHAP. 
the  Fowey  man  of  war.  1. 

At  this  time  a  couiieil  was  held  at  the  eapitol,  at  which  ===3 
an  address  was  agreed  to    and  afterwards   published  ;  it  Tlie  coun- 
ty as  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the   council  by  order  of  that  ^^^  peoijie^. 
body.     It  is  not  easy  to  account   for    the    motive    which 
prompted  the  council  to  franie  and  publish  this  address. — 
If  its  ostensible  object  was  to  soothe   the    feelings  of  the 
people,  its  real  efftct  was  very  different.     That    irritatioa 
which  the   governor's   proclamation  had   excited  against 
him  was  now  extentlcd  to  the  council  ;  and  indeed  they  had 
been  before  censured  for  advising  the  governor  to  issue  a  ^       ^ 

proclamation  of  the  nature  and  cliaracterof  the  one  al- 
luded to.  Their  address  was  now  couched  in  strong  in- 
temperate language  ;  they  express  their  *'  detestation  and 
*'  abhorrence  for  that  licentious  and  ungovernable  spirit 
<*  that  had  gone  forth  and  misled  the  once  happy  people  of 
*'  this  country." 

It  was  thus  that  this  body  permitted  itself  to  speak  of 
that  glorious  spirit  of  liberty  which  at  that  time  glowed 
alike  in  every  Virginian  bosom.  Ilenceforward  the  coun- 
cil was  considered  as  the  enemy  of  liberty,  and  the  abet- 
tor of  tyranny,  and  became  scarcely  less  odious,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  than  Dunmore  himself.  . 

Patrick  Henry  was  now  at  the  zenith  of  his  popularity,  ^g  ,^rv  es- 
He  was  this  year  a  delegate  from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  coited  by 
to  the  continental  congress  which  was  to  meet  in  Philadel-  vol  mteer 
phia,  and  on  the  11th  of  May  he  commenced   his  journey  o^^is  way 


mfluence,  in  opposing  such  attempt,  and  in  having  the    money  laid 
out  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

4.  That  the  following  address  be  presented  to  Captain  Patrick 
Henry,  and  the  gentlemen  independents  of  Hanover. 

Gentlemex, 

We  the  committee  for  the  county  of  Orange, 
having  been  fullv  informedof  your  seasonable  tindspiriterl  proceed- 
ings in  procuring  a  compensation  for  the  powder  fraud ulentlv  taken 
from  the  county  magazine,  by  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and 
which  it  evidently  appears  his  Lordship,  notwitlistaniing  his  assu- 
rances, had  no  intention  to  restore,  enirtat  you  to  accept  their  cor- 
dial thanks  for  this  testimony  of  your  zeal  for  the  honor  and  inter- 
est of  your  country.  We  take  this  occasion,  also,  to  give  it  as  our 
opinion,  that  the  blow  struck  in  the  Massachusetts  government,  is 
a  hostile  attack  on  this  and  every  other  colony,  and  a  suflicient  war- 
rant to  use  violence  and  reprisal,  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient for  our  security  and  welfare. 

James  Madison,  Chairman  ;  James  Taylor  ;  Thomas  Barb'^ur  : 
Zach;iriah  Burnley;  Rowland  Thomas  ;  Jnmes  M  dison  jr;  Wil- 
liam Moore  ;  James  Walker;  Lawrence  Taliaferro:  Henry  Scott ; 
Thomas  Bill, 
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fiwii  Hanover.  Upon  this  occasion  lie  t<^ap  escorfed  by  a 
number  of  young  gentlemen  from  Hanover,  Ring  AViliiHin 
and  CaroHne.  They  attended  liim  as  far  as  Hooe's  lerry, 
on  (he  Potomac,  and  after  having  paid  liim  military  honors 
a  guard  attended  him  across  the  river,  and  saw  him  safely 
landed  on  the  Maryland  shore.  This  escort  was  not  an  idle 
ceremony  ;  serious  apprehensions  had  been  entertained  that 
Dunmore  would  endeavor  to  seize  tlie  delegation  from  the 
colony  over  which  he  presided,  and  thus  prevent  that  \m- 
portant  section  of  the  united  colonies  from  being  represent- 
ed in  their  common  council. 

The  Governor  of  Virginia  had  now  issued  a  proclamation 
convening  the  general  Assembly.  This  was  unexpected  & 
iiideed  unhoped  for.  The  publications  of  the  day  averred 
that  he  had  previously  been  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
council  to  assemble  the  legislature,  and  that**  the  summons 
came  from  Lord  Korth."  It  was  recommended  in  the  po- 
pular prints  of  the  day,  that  every  member  of  the  house  of 
of  Burgesses,  should  repair  to  Wi!lian>sburg  ♦*  prepared  as 
an  American."  This  intimation  has  been  censtrued  to 
wean,  that  they  should  assemble  in  arms,  and  be  clad  in  u- 
iiiform.  i  am  not  prepared  to  assert  that  this  admonition 
was  obeyed,  to  the  extent  of  the  construction  given  it  ;  but 
it  will  appear  in  the  sequel  that  they  did  indeed  convene 
vith  a  truly  American   spirit. 

I  have  heard  orally,  hut  from  authority  which  docs  not 
warrant  my  liazarding  the  st -tci:  ent  here,  that  soa^e  oTthe 
members  were  armed  with  rifles  and  in  hunting  shirts,— 
This  precaution  if  it  was  really  taken,  is  said  to  have  been 
intended  to  guard  against  the  seizure  and  transportation  of 
some  ef  the  most  conspicuous  members  of  that  illustrious 
body.  But  there  is  no  evidence  before  me  that  the  gover- 
nor meditated  such  a  project.  According  to  the  governor's 
proclamation,  the  general  Assembly  of  Virginia  convened, 
in  Williamsburg,  on  Thursday  the  l^r^t  day  of  June,  1775, 
and  TiOrd  Dunmore  addressed  tlem  in  a  sjjeech. 

With  this  speech  commenced  a  political  correspondence, 
l>etween  the  Governor  and  the  House  of  Burgesses,  which 
notwithstanding  its  extreme  length,  I  shall  give  entire  — 
It  contains  interesting  and  important  matter  for  the  consi- 
deration and  reflection  of  the  statesman  and  philosopher, 
and  it  has  moreover,  been  pretermitted  by  all  preceding 
historians. 

Taking  this  correspondence  in  an  abstract  point  of  view, 
it  contains  no  weak  or  inelegant  exposition  of  the  political 
privileges  of  mankind  in  general  :  and  taken  in  a  practical 
point  of  view,  by  far  the  most  close  and  arimated  cxamina- 
nation,  and  by  far  the  inos^t  clear  and  forcible  defence,  of 
the  rigbts  of  what  was  then  termed  British  America,  that 
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X  have  ever  had  an  oppori  unity  of  perusing,    Tlie  soundest     CHAP, 
arguments  are  there  ciothed  in  a  language  the  most  chaste  X. 

and  simple.  t.T:.-»  mttb 

There  has  not  readied  us,  from  antiquity,  among  the  va- 
rious struggles  for  liberty  in  the  republics  of  Greece  and  1- 
taly,  any  documents  witli  wliich  these  can  be  fairly  compa- 
red ;  but  the  resolutions  and  addresses,  drawn  up  and  pub- 
lished, by  the  English  parliament,  and  the  French  conven- 
tion during  the  periods  of  their  respective  revolutions, 
would  suffer  by  a  comparison  with  the  resolutions  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  Houseof  Burgesses  of  Virginia.  They  havft 
tiiis  peculiar  meiit. 

Composed  ia  the  tumult  of  a  popular  assembly,  highlj* 
irritated  at  the  insulting  deportment  of  the  deputy,  and 
the  despot  c  designs  of  his  master — they  possess  the  per- 
spicuity and  precision  of  the  most  laboured  productions  oT 
the  closet  politician. 

I  have  omitted  the  courtly  forms  and  ceremonies  with 
which  these  resolutions  were  drafted  and  presented  ;  but 
I  trust  that  I  have  retiined  their  substance  and  spirit. — — > 
Most  frequently,  indeed  tht;  very  language  itself  in  preser- 
ved. 

Uunmore  now  addressed  in  a  set  speech   the  House  of      17'^j, 
Burgesses.     *  He  stated  that  he  had  called  them  together      Jui>^i. 

Assembir 

*  Ay  ihf  first  act  of  the  session  of  the  13th  of  March,  1659,  thege- 
ne-al  Assembly,  or  as  it  was  then  termed  "  the  Gi'and  Assembly,'* 
declared  "  that  the  supreme  power  of  the  government  of  thig 
•ountry,  shall  be  resident  in  the  Assembly,"  &;c. 

Statutes  tit  Large,  Vol.  1,  fiage  5  iO. 

Perhaps  it  will  amuse  the  curious  reader  to  observe  the  formality 
^ith  which  the  General  Assembly  was  opened  under  the  regal  gov- 
ernment. Tlie  mode  of  administering  the  oaths  to  the  individual 
me-mbers  was  not  very  different  from  whai  it  is  at  present :  former- 
ly the  governor  appointed  commissioners  from  among  the  council 
to  administer  the  oaths  :  now  tlus  duty  can  lie  performed  by  any 
single  member  of  the  council. 

The  oaths  bem  4  administered  "the  members  repaired  to  their 
seats  in  the  Houseof  Burgesses." 

•'  After  which  a  message  was  delivered  by  John  Blair,    EsquirCj, 
Clerk,  of  the  General  Assembly  : 
"Gentlemen, 

*'  The  Govei'nor  commands  this  House  to  at- 
tend his  Excellency  immediateh  in  the  Council  chamber." 

"  Accordmgly  the  House  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency  in  thq 
Council  chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say  to  them 
"  Gentlem'^n  of  the  House  of  Burgesses; 

"  You  must  return  again  to  your  House,  and  immediately  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

"  And  the  House  being  returned  ; 

Henrv  Lee,  Esquire,  one  of  the  members  from  the  county  ©f 
Prince  William,  addressing  himself  to  the  clerk  (whu,  standing  up^, 
pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down)  moved  that  Peyton  HandoJyh, 
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CHAP,     at  that  particular  time,  in  order  to  aiford  tlicni  au  opportu- 
1.         nity  of  meeting  tije  advaoees  of  the  parent  state,  contained 


Esquire,  should  take  the  chair  of  this  House,  as  Speaker,  which   of- 
fice he  had  befor    filed  with  such  distinguished  abilities,  steadiness 
■    ana  impartiality,  as  had  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public:  and 
thereupon. 

"Mr.  l-iandolph  was  elected  without  opposition,  and  was  taken 
out  of  his  place  by  two  members,  who  led  him  from  thence  to  the 
ch  ir';  and  having  ascended  the  uppermost  step, and  standmg  there 
Mr.  Randolph  re:urned  his  tha  .ks  tothe  House  for  placing  him  a- 
gain  in  that  elevated  station  ;  and  assured  them  that  as  he  had 
gained  their  favo  able  opinion,  of  which  their  unanimous  suffrage 
on  this  and  other  occasions  vv  as  a  testimony  equally  convincing  and 
h  norable,  so  he  would  studiously  endeavor  to  preserve  it,  by  a 
strict  attention  to,  and  faithful  discharge  of,  his  duty  in  any  depart- 
ment the  public  should  think  him  worthy  to  serve  them  in  ; 
adding  that  he  doubled  not  the  House  would  judge  of  his  future  con- 
duct with  their  wonted  candor,  and  would  support  him  with  their 
assistance  more  especially  necessary  at  this  critical  season. 

''  And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the  chair ;  and  then  the  mace, 
(which  before  lay  uniler  the  table)  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

*'  Ordered  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the   Governor   to  acquaint 

his  Excellency,  that  this  house,  in  i-bedience  to  his  commands,  have 

made  choice  of  a  Spccker,  and  to  kn<iw    bis  pleasure   when   they 

shill  attend  to  present  him  ;  and  that  Mr.    Henry    Lee,    and   Mr. 

*'  Treasurer  do  w.iit  upon  him  *  with  the  said  message. 

"'I'hey  accordingly  withdrew,  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Treasu- 
rer repsrted,  that  the  governor  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  send 
an  answer  by  a  messenger  of  his  own. 

"  ^v  message  from  the  Governor  by  Mr.  Blair  : 
'*  Mr.    peaker, 

"The  Governor  commands  this  House  to  atte  d  his  Excellency 
immediately  in  the  Council  chamber. 

"  Accordingly  .vlr.  Speaker  elect,  with  the  House,  went  up  to  at- 
t'^nd  his  Exceli  ncy  in  the  Council  chamber  ;  and  he  was  pleased 
to  decla  e  h  s  approbation  of  their  choi.e. 

'•  !  hen  Mr.  Speaker  did,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  House-, 
lay  claim  to  all  tiieir  antient  rights  and  privileges,  particularly  a 
freedom  of  speech  and  d  bate,  exemption  from  arrests,  and  pro- 
tection for  their  estates  ;  ana  lastly,  tor  himself,  requested  that  his 
errors  might  nut  be  imputed  to  the  House. 

"  The  (jovernor  answered,  that  he  should  take  care  to  defend 
them  in  all  their  just  rights  and  privileges. 

*'  The  House  being  returned, 

'•  Mr.  Si»eaker  reported,  that  the  House  had  attended  the  Go- 
vernor in  the  Council  chamber;  where  his  Excellency  was  pleas- 
ed to  approve  the  choice  they  had  mad  of  him  to  be  their  Speak- 
er, and  t  >  grant  and  alli.w  to  them,  upon  petition  of  claim  made  bv 
hiin  to  his  Excellency,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses,  all  their  antient  rights  and  privileges;  paiticularly  a 
lr«;ed  m  of  speech  and  debate,  exemption  from  arrests,and  protec- 
tion for  their  estates. 

'*  Mr.  Speaker  also  rep  rted,  that  the  Governor  was  pleased  to 
•  mike  a  speech  to  the  Council  and  this  House  ;  of  which  Mr.  Spea- 
ker said  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained  a  copv  ;  which  he 
read  to  the  House,"  ike.  &c. 

*  Obviously  oiuitted. 
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in  thejoint  addi'oss  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  tlie   7th    CHAP. 
of  February,  and  the  lesohition  of  the  House  of  Commons  j.  * 

of  the  27th,  by  which  it  appeared  that  their  well    founded . 

j^rievances,  if  properly  represented,  would  certainly  be  re-  meet.  The 
dressca  ;  that  the  object  of  the  parliament  was  not  to  op    go^en.i 
press,  but  protect  tlie  colonics — not  to  injure  one  part  of  the  ^'^''^^ses 
3iritish  empire  for  the  beneiit  of  another,  but   to  provide  speech!"  ^ 
equally  for  the  common  defence  of  the  whole  ;  for   the   ac- 
complishment of  which  object,  he  trusted  Yirginia  would 
bear  her  part. 

He  then,  according  to  parliamentar-y  etiquette,  address- 
ed thcHjuse  of  Burgesses  separately. 

He  ni,ade  demand  of  no  specific  sum,  that  their  gift,  if 
Ihey  should  offer  any,  might  be  entirely  free.  He  saiM  that 
the  civil  government  of  the  colony  being  already  provided 
for,  it  only  remained  for  them  to  declare  what  portion  of 
the  general  burden  they  were  willing  to  benr — a  burden 
which  on  former  occasions,  the  mother  country  ha<!  eh*»er- 
fuliy  borne,  for  her  defenceless  colonies.  He  said  that  he 
was  warranted  in  declaring  to  them  that  they  would  never 
be  required  to  tax  themselves,  unless  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  were  taxed  by  parliament,  on  the  same  occasion, 
in  a  much  greater  proportion,  and  that  any  precaution, 
Avhich  they  might  think  proper  to  observe,  in  that  particu- 
lar, could  not  be  disapproved. 

He  recommended  to  (hem  to  imitate  the  justice  and  mo- 
deration of  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  resolution  de- 
claring what  was  expected  from  the  colonies,  and  assured 
them  that  by  so  doing  they  would  manifest  their  reverence 
for  Parliament  and  loyalty  to  the  King. 

He  also  recommended  to  them  to  devise  some  plan  for 
paying  the^  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  repelling  the 
last  irruption  of  the  savages,  as  their  services,  he  did  not 
doubt,  would  be  thought  worthy  of  attention. 

Again,  as  he  had  commenced,  he  addressed  the  two 
Houses  jointly.  He  stated  his  willingness  to  concur  in  all 
proper  measures  for  restoring  the  public  peace  and  tran- 
quility ;  that  his  ready  assent  should  be  given  to  all  laws 
having  those  objects  in  view  ;  and  recommended  the  open- 
ing the  courts  of  justice  as  tending  to    those   ends. 

Heconeludedby  exhorting  them,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  to  enter  upon  the  important  business  before  them, 
with  patience,  calmness  and  impartiality  ;  and  trusted  that 
the  benefits  which  they  had  received  from  the  parent  state 
would  animate  them  to  use  their  most  zealous  efforts,  in 
restoring  harmony  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
couniries. 

This  speech  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  Ute  peru- 
-al  of  the  members,  and   the  following  day  appointed  to 
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CilAP,   take  it  tnto  consideralion.     On  Friday  the  2d  of  Jun«,  Ihe- 
i.  Uoiisf  of  Biji-.i^eshes  ••  Itesolved,  «lmt  an  addiess  be  preseut- 

i'mw  I,  "  cd  lo  Ills excelienoy  the  j^oveiiior.  Jo  assure  his Lordsltip 
*  that  xVny  would  iuiiiiediately  take  into  iheir  uiost  serious 
"  eonsjdeiatiou,  the  several  luiporiant  matters  eonlaineti  ia 
*•  his  exeeliemj's  spee«h  to  the  council  and  tliat  house,  and 
*»  proi-eed  with  that  coolues-.  aud  deliberation  which  uu^h( 
**  ever  to  inliuence  the  councils  of  a  fiec  and  ]<t>al  peoide.** 
It:  confori!iii\  wiih  this  resolution  a  conmiiitce  was  ap- 
pointed to  «!raw'  up  an  address  to  be  presented  to  the  gov* 
eiijor;  which  coniuiittee  <onsis(ed  of  Mc^ssieurs  ^iichoIas, 
JNle'cel-,  J  fier  on.  Henry  Lee,  Munsbrd.  Daiidridge.  j\el- 
son,  Jones,  (Jary,  Fr.:n.*is  Lii;htibot  Lee,  Whiting,  and 
Charles  Carter  of  Stafford.  On  Monday  the  oth,  Ihecoui- 
n)ii  tee  reported  their  address  to  the  House,  and  it  was  a- 
gieed  to  unanimously.  It  was  likewise  resolved,  that  the 
address  slio  ild  he  piesented  by  the  whole  house.  This 
vas  no  doubt  intended  to  give  it  an  adventitious  importance 
andsolemnit^y.in  addition  to  that  towhiihit  was  really  enti- 
tledby  its  merits.  It  was  very  unlike  the  ser>i]e  echoes,  to 
speeches  and  messages  which  we  have  disgustingh  vvitness- 
e<!  of  late  years.  It  was  couched  in  lirm,  dignified  and 
conimnnding  language,  and  told  the  governor  truths  which 
his  lordly  ears  never  received  with  patience. 

li!  this  address  the  Hcuse  of  Burgesses  said,  that  they 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity    now  afforded  theui» 

.■*s«emblv     cf  expressing  their  great  concern  at  the  alarming  situation 

r-turn    an  of  the  country,  which  they  attributed  to  the  measures  a- 

answer.        dopted  by  the*  British  Ministry. 

1'hej  declared  theii  allegiance  to  their  king  unshaken, 
and  their  attachment  to  his  government, as  founded  on  the 
laws  and  constitutions  of  the  British  Empire,  unabated. 

They  oI)ser\ed  that  they  would  take  the  most  speedy 
measures  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians  ;  and  that  the  non  payment  of  the  gal- 
lant ofScers  and  soldiers,  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  them,  as 
this  was  the  first  opj.ortunity  which  the  governor  had  af- 
forded them  of  paying  proper  attention  to  the  subject. 

They  said  that  the  occlusion  of  the  courts  of  justice 
could  only  he  ascribed  to  a  combination  of  untoward  and 
distressing  incidents,  which  they  had  long  and  deeply  la- 
mented. That  these  courts  had  been  established  by  differ- 
ent acts  of  the  General  Assembly  That  the  fees  of  the 
officers  of  justice  had  been  settled  by  an  express  act  of  the 
legislature,  which  had  existed  and  been  continued.  Avith  a- 
mendments,  as  the  liuctuation  of  affairs  rendered  necessary 
through  a  long  course  of  tinie.  That  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses in  May,  177*.  iin<'ing  that  the  fee  bill  had  expired, 
and  that  other  valuable  acts  were  near  expiring,  had  jprg- 
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ceo(^c(l  to  the  revival  and  confiiiiiunee  orthem,"wlien  thoir     CHAP* 
en«ieavors  to  (listiiaige  those  and  oilier  inipoi  lani  «!ui  ios  to  I. 

their  country,  \v<'re  arre-^ted,  and  eui  shori, l»va  sudden  and  ■•  i.=si 
unexpected  di^solutionot■fhe  Asseuil)l,v.  Since  that  period 
their  situation  Uad  uudei'gone  a  total  chani^e.  F'or.just  and 
"Well  known  i-easons,  tlii-*  countfy,,  as  well  a^  her  sister  colo- 
nies, had  been  driven  to  the  neeessiiy  of  suspendinj^  their 
conimeree  Mit!i  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  West  In- 
dies. There  still,  however  remained,  within  the  line  of 
parliamentary  rei;ulalion^,  several  otlur  valuable  hratieUes 
of  ex])  rt  to  different  pans  of  the  world,  which  they  ho.ied 
Would  have  enabled  the  itdiabitants  of  this  eounlry  to  dis- 
eharj^  their  debts  more  expeditiously  than  they  could  have 
done  *' by  continuing  their  usual  exports  and  exceeding 
imports,"*  to  and  from  Great  Britain  ;  so  that  they  were 
convinced  their  creditors  could  have  ha<l  no  reasonable 
cause  of  complaint.  But  they  had  now  received  informa- 
tion, '00  well  grounded,  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  those  re- 
sources were  to  be  entirely  shut  up,  by  an  act  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  cutting  offall  their  trade  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  whole  universe,  except  the  islands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Ireland  and  the  West  Indies. 

Money,  they  said>  was  not  a  plant  of  the  native  growth 
of  this  country  :  And  if  the  people  were  wholly  restrain- 
ed by  the  hand  of  power  from  sending  such  produce  of  their 
estates  as  the}  might  choose,  and  it  was  most  to  their  inte- 
rest to  make,  to  foreign  markets,  in  which  alone  it  would 
command  a  tolerable  price,  they  would  be  precluded  from 
the  nei-essary  anil  proper  means  of  discharging  their  <lebis. 
In  such  a  situanon,  they  pr'sumed,  it  might  be  submitted 
to  the  governor's  judgemeni,  how  far  it  would  be  consistent 
with  prudence  andjustice,  or  even  humanity,  for  tlvem  to 
interpose  a  legislative  authority  in  order  to  compel  the  ma- 
gistrates to  open  the  courts  of  civil  Jurisdiction,  and 
thereby  expose  the  people  to  cruel  exactions  ;  they  rather 
thought  it  might  be  belter  to  await  the  time  when  the  re- 
turning Avisdom  andjustice  of  Great  Britain  should  put  it  ia 
their  power  to  restore  all  things  to  that  channel  in  whicli 
they  formerly  flowed,  to  her  aggrandizement,  and  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  wlnde  empire. 

They  said  that  they  would  <»roceed  to  consider  the  state 
of  the  country,  the  address  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  and 
the  king's  answer,  together  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons,     which  he  had  laid  before  them  :  this 


*  There  is  some  obscuritvin  this  pn^s;  ge — I 'avt^.tliereforc,  quo- 
ted the  t  xtlitei-ally  asit  stmds  upon  the  manuscript  journals,  in  the 
office  of  the  keeper  of  the  rolls, 
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CHAP,    they  wnnltl(M)tleavovto  do  with  that  eahnness  and  impartiality 

!•        whi<  hi  heir  great  importance  required ;  ihey  sincerely  wish- 

~'  ■■    •  ed  thai  they  might  tind.  as  he  had  conceived  it  to  be,  the 

proposition  then  made  to  them,  a  benevolent  tender    and 

auspicious  advance,  on  the  part  of  the  parent  state, towards 

bringing  to  a  fortunate  and  most  desirable  issue,  all  those 

disputes  and  dissentions  which  had  so  unhappily  prevailed. 

The  Assembly  had  not  been  idle  while  the  committee 

"Were  preparing  this  address.     On  the  3d  of  June,  they 

^^^hf  ^  •      Passed    the     following     resolution.     **  Resolved   that  an 

^^"It.^r.*^"  "address  be  presented    to  his   excellency   the   governor 

qutst  in-  '       1  •     I       1  1  •         •!!  1         1  1 

formation     '*  requesting  that  Ins  lornship  will  be  pleased  to  communi- 

wi  h  res-     *' cate  to  this  House,  the  best  information  he  has  had 
peel  to  the  a  respecting  the  number  of  the  militia  lately  drawn  out  into 
expend!        «  actual  ser\ice  in  defence  of  this  colony,  by  his  excellency's 
Indian  cx-  *'  command,  and  the  probable  cxpcncc  attending  the  same  ; 
peaition.      **  and  that  his  lordship  will  inform  this  House,  what  mili- 
**  tia  his  excellency  has  ordered  on  duty  since  the  conclu- 
*'  sion  of  the  late  Indian  expedition,  and  for  what  pur- 
*♦  poses."     On  the  5th,  the  governor  sent  a  message  to  the 
House  in  answer  to  their  resolution.     He  stated   that   he 
could   only   inform  them  from  memory,    as  he  had   not 
been  furnished  with  complete  returns  ;  that  the  body  of  the 
militia  commanded  by  colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  and  that  by 
himself  in  person,  amounted,  together,  to  about  3000  men, 
officers  included  ;  bui  for  particulars,  and  the  expence,  he 
referred  them  to  the    county  lieutenants,  from    whence 
they  were  drafted,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different 
corps,  and  the  captains  under  them  ;  that  the  militia  on 
duty,  since  the  Indian  expedition,  consisted  cf  100  men, 
at  a  temporary  fort,  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  Kenha- 
way,  as  well  for  taking  care  of  the  men  wounded  in  the 
action  between  colonel  Lewis's  division  and  the  Indians, 
as  for  securing  that  part  of  the  back  country  from  strag- 
gling parties  of  Indians,  who  might  not  be  apprized  of  the 
peace,  or  other  of  the  tribes  which   had.  not  joined  in  it. 
It  was  likewise  necessary,  he  said,  to  keep  up  a   small 
body  of  men  at  foi't  Dunmore,  for  the  security  of  the 
country,  on  that  side,  and  to  guard  twelve  Indian  pri- 
soners belonging  to  the  Mingo  tribe,  which  had  not  surren- 
dered or  acceded  to  the  treaty,  concluded  only  with  the 
Shawnese ;  75  men  were  employed  at  this  place,  and  for 
these  purposes.     Twenty  five  men  were  likewise  left  at 
Fincastle  fort,  as  a  post  communication  between  the  other 
two.  and  all  together,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  chain 
on  the  back  settlers,  to  ol)serve  the  Indians  until  he  should 
have  good  reason  to  belii  T  '  that  nothing  mote  was  to  be  ap- 
prehended fi'om  them  as  soon  as  favorable  accounts  had 
been  received.    The  forts  had  been  evacuated  and  the  men 
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tfiscliar^e^.    He  laid  his  letters  and  orders  T)erore  tbe    CHA.P; 
House,  together  with  the   substance  of  the  Indiao  peace  i 

which  had  not  then  b.-en  formally  ratified  ;  the  ratilicatioa  i'm^nji,  mn 
having  been  reserved  for  a  meeting  intended  to  have  been 
held  at  fort  Dunmore,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  where  all  i 
the  Ohio  Indians,  for  the  greater  solemnity*  were  to  bo 
present ;  but  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  time  to 
proceed  there.  He  concluded — **  if  there  be  any  thing 
**  further  which  the  House  shall  require  to  be  informed 
*'  of,  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  tliem  ail  the  satisfaetion  ia 
•*  my  power." 

As  yet  the  governor  affected  a  conciliatory  tempec 
towards  the  House ;  for  as  yet  he  had  not  received  theix? 
address.  But  hi»  conduct  was  afterwards  destitute  not 
only  of  that  suavity  which  marks  the  subtle  politician, 
but  also  of  that  politeness  which  makes  a  part  of  th9 
character  of  a  gentleman. 

In  the  midst  of  important  political  discussions  the 
Assembly  had  not  lost  sight  of  the  most  minute  interests^ 
of  their  country.  They  sought  information  from  thft 
governor  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  one  shilling  and 
three  pence  sterling  imposed  on  ships  and  vessels  trading 
to  the  colony  since  the  year  1762 ;  and  they  gave  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  raise  1 4000,  for  the  purpose  of  openings 
the  navigation  of  the  Potomac. 

At  this  time  a  circumstance  occurred,  which,  though  ap-^ 
parently  trivial,  had  no  small  effect  in  increasing  the  irri* 
tation  of  the  public  mind.  On  Saturday  night  the  Sd  of 
June,  a  few  young  men  entered  the  magazine  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  themselves  with  arms*  A  cord,  commit.^ 
nicating  with  two  spring  guns,  had  been  so  placed  that  the 
arms  could  not  be  approached  without  touching  it  Imme- 
diately,  as  this  happened,  one  of  the  guns  went  off,  and 
wounded  three  persons,  though  none  mortally.  One  waa 
very  mueli  lacerated  by  several  small  balls,  wbieh  enter- 
ed his  arm  and  shoulder ;  another  lost  two  fingers  of  his 
right  hand  ;  and  the  third  was  but  slightly  injured^  Cir- 
cumstances of  open  violence,  or  as  in  this  case,  of  secret 
revenge,  where  the  whole  community  feel  insulted  in  thek 
person  of  an  individual,  have  not  unfrequently  produeedt 
important  consequences.  IFpon  this  ocoasioa  the  exacer- 
bation of  spirit  before  excited  was  considerably  heightened 
by  the  misfortune  of  these  young  men,  which  was  univer- 
sally attributed  to  the  private  malice  of  the  governor. 

Having  appointed  a  committee  to  inspect  the  public  ma-  June,  5^. 
gazine  in  Williamsburg,  and  to  enquire  into  tlie  stores  be-  Assembly 
longing  to  it,  and  make  a  report  upon  it,  with  power  to  app^».'ta 
send  for  papers,  persons  and  recordV— the  Uo^^^  reeeived,  to  k»speS* 

4^4 
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on  Tuesday  the  6th  of  June,  a  written  message  from  the 
governor.  He  stated  that  he  had  received  a  paper,  with- 
out a  signature,  requesting  hiu;  to  direct  the  lieeperof  the 
'!ie  raaga-  magazine  to  give  aeeess  to  some  persons  who  were  unknown 
vf'®'  ,  to  Iiim.  He  sent  the  paper  and  renu*'Sted  to  be  informed 
conduct  whether  the  unknown  persons  were  authorised  in  request- 
ihercufjon.   ing  aecess to  the  magazine. 

The  paper  referred  to  expressed  that  the  persons  ad- 
dressing it  to  him,  were  a  connnittee  of  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses, who  requested  to  be  admitted  into  the  magazine,  in 
order  to  make  a  report  of  its  situation.  Previous  to  the 
resolution,  appointing  this  committee  of  enquiry,  as  has 
been  seen,  some  persons  liad  taken  arras  out  of  the  maga- 
zine, and  this  cinumstance,  Dunmorr  probably  thought 
a  sufficient  cover  for  his  meanness  and  duplicity  in  affect- 
ing ignorance  of  the  intention  of  the  House.  So  far  was  it 
from  any  countenance  having  been  given  to  violent  pro- 
ceedings, that  some  members  prevailed  upon  such  persons 
as  could  be  found,  with  the  arms  they  had  taken,  to  re- 
turn them  to  the  magazine. 
Assembly  The  House  of  Burgesses  immediately  took  Dunmore*s 
resent  message  into  consideration,  and  investigated  the  affair  with 

^^ni^rJlf  *  becoming  diligence,  and  answered  his  message  with  dignity 
and  spirit. 

They  said  that  as  a  proper  foundation  tor  enquiring  into 
the  causes  of  the  late  disturbances,  they  had  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  magazine  ; 
that  upon  receiving  the  governor's  message,  they  had  ex- 
amined into  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  which  they 
found  to  beas  follows  : — That  the  committee,  having  con- 
vened, waited  on  the  Governor  from  a  sense  of  decorum 
and  propriety,  with  a  request  that  he  would  direct  the 
teeper  of  the  magazine  to  give  them  access  to  it  ,*  that 
finding  some  disorders  had  been  committed,  and  some  arms 
taken  away,  they  thought  it  prudent  to  mention  these 
circumstances  to  the  governor,  and  also  the  endeavors 
which  they  had  made  use  of  to  have  tliem  restored  ;  that 
to  avoid  mistakes  they  had  reduced  their  entire  communi- 
cation to  writing  ;  that  in  a  body  they  waited  upon  him  in 
a  respectfnl  manner,  and  by  their  chairman,  made  a  ver- 
bal request,  leaving  the  written  paper  with  the  governor, 
for  bis  better  information  ;  that  he  received  the  paper,  and 
promised  to  furnish  them  with  the  key  of  the  magazine 
as  soon  as  he  could  procure  it,  tljat  the  committee,  not 
hearing  from  the  governor,  had  directed  their  chairman  to 
wait  on  him,  who  was  referred  for  answer  to  his  message 
to  III*'  House, 

Tiioy  said  that  they  hoped  the  governor  upon  reviewing 
these  circum&tances  would  change  his  opinion,  and  think 


rudeness. 
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^'ith  ihem,  that  there  was  no  impropriety  in   the  conduct    CHAP. 
of  the  committee  ;  the  House  considered  tlieira,»plicatioti  to  »• 

him  as  proper  and  decent;  the  members  composing  the  com-  -  .  i'p-  r-y. 
raittee  were  all  known  to  the  governor,  and  if  lie  perceived 
anyimpropriety  in  their  conduct,  itwouhlhave  been  friendly 
inhimto have  pointed  itoughtto them  at  the  time;  wuen  this 
committee  waited  on  the  j^oveinor,  another  committee  hud 
also  waited  on  him,  to  inform  him  tiiat  the  House  had  a- 
greed  to  an  address  in  answer  to  his  speech  ;  that  they  pre- 
sumed the  one  committee  was  as  well  known  to  him  as  the 
other,  nevertheless  he  had  not  recognized  the  existence  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  tlie  stale  ot  the 
magazine  ;  that  though  there  was  not  an  express  order  of 
the  House  that  the  committee  should  apply  to  him  for  tlic 
purpose  they  did,  yet  they  conceived  that  such  application 
naturally  grew  out  of  the  general  order,  and  was  necessa- 
rily incident  to  its  due  execution. 

They  observed  that  they  felt  very  sensibly  the  insinuati*. 
ons  thrown  out  in  the  governor's  message,  but  willing  to 
avoid  all  causes  of  controversy,  particularly  at  that  criti- 
cal period,  they  had  directed  that  he  should  be  waited  up- 
on, with  the  order  before  referred  to,  and  that  should  any 
doubts  still  i*cmain  on  his  mind,  tliey  woul.;  endeavor  to  re- 
move them,  on  their  being  pointed  out  to  them. 

The  House  of  Burgessess  then  received  a   message  from  The  Conn- 
the  council.     It  stated  that  a  report  being  in   circulation  r.il  nrike   ;. 
that  the  marines  and  soldiers,  belonging  to  the  British  ship  communi- 
Fowey,  were  expected  at  the  palacie  on  that  day  by  the  go-  [}?e  "h  >.,'. ., 
vernor's  orders,  and  (hat  tlie  people  of  the  cilyol  Williams-  of^uri'cilv 
burg,  and-the  adjoining  counties,   were  greatly   alarmed,  ses. 
and  determined  toattaek  them,  they  had  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  two  of  their  members,  to  wait  upon  the  governor, 
and  ascertain  the  truth  ;  that  their  committee  had  accord- 
ingly waited  upon  the  governor,  and  solicited  hmi  to  give 
orders  for  the  marines  and  soldiers  not  to  march,    repre- 
senting the  calamity  which  would  inevitably  ensue,  if  they 
did  ;  that  the  governor  seemed  astonished  at  the  report  and 
declared  that  he  had  given  no  orders  for  the  marines    or 
sailors  to  march,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the   intention   of 
any  one  to  send  them  to  the  palace,  and  in  case  of  such   a 
design  would  send  to  prevent  it. 

The  House  of  Burgesses  thanked  the  Council  for  this 
communication. 

They  then  requested  Captain  James  Innes,  of  the  volun- 
teer company  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  to  place  and 
maintain  a  gyard  on  the  magazine,  until  it  should  be  dis- 
continaed  by  the  House  of  Burgesses.  Mr.  Braxton  was 
sent  to  acquaint  captain  Innes  with  this  order  of  the  house. 

They  received  also  a  message  from  the  governor,  on  the 
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CHAP.   Sut)je(il  of  tlie  gunpowder,  and  the  disturbauces  ^owifif 
I.         out  of  ihat  and  other  events.     He  said  he  found  that  that 
ttTui;:  —m  transaction  had  given  great  uneasiness  ;  but   averred   that 
Tiietioubc  he  Avas  influenced  by  tb'- best  motives.     He  had  flattered 
ittessaee^    himself  that  the  best     instructions   would   have  been  put 
from   the    wpon  his  conduct,  as  I .:;  had  once  ventured  his  life   in  the 
Governor     service  of  the  coim'/y,  and  would  do  so  again,  if  occasiott 
on  tfee  sub-  should  require  it.     He  said  that  the   miigazine   had  beca 
Ja^  °^  j^^  represented  to  him  as  a  very  insecure  depositary,  and  from 
*  ""      ^    experience  he  had  found  it  so,  as  there  were  now,  no  arms 
in  it,  although  those  arms  had  not  been  purchased   by  tho 
colony,  but  sent  here  by  the  king,  tlie  maric  of  whose  ofiice 
of  ordnanee  they  bore.     But  trusting   that  the    House  of 
Burgesses  had  now  m«t  to  remove  all  grievances,  and  re- 
store the  public  tranquility,  he  pron)ised  that  so  soon  as  he 
saw  the  magazine  in  a  state  of  security,  he  would   replace 
the  powder,  and  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  benefit 
of  the  colony. 

On  receiving  this  message,  which  wore  something  like 
Resolution  ^jjg  aspect  of  concession,  the  House  came  to  a  resolution  of 
tl\  f  «•  *^®  following  nature.  That  an  address  should  be  presented 
apr.  ^  to  the  governor,  to  express  their  thanks  for  his  services,  in 

June  6Ui.    behalf  of  the  colony,  and  for  restoring  the  public  tranquility 
on  a  sure  and  firm  foundation  ;  that  they  had   the  highest 
sense  of  his  services,  during  the  late  Indian  expedition  ,*  & 
that  they  had  directed  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cau- 
ses of  the  late  great  uneasiness  given  to  the   people,   whieh 
they  should  proceed  upon  with  the  attention  recommended 
by  him,  and  apply  the  best  remedies  their  abilities  could 
suggest.     On  the  next  day  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  an  address  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution  :  but  it 
t^  e  7th    seems  never  (o  have  been  acted  on.     And  yet  in   the  notes 
Committee  which  lie  before  mc,  there  is  mention  made  of  the  governor's 
appointed,    answer,  to  the  address  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  in  reply 
to  his  message  relative  to  the  gunpowder.     The   following' 
Resolution    jg  evidently  intended  not  as  an  answer  to  any  address  rela« 
^veracted  ^j^g   ^^  ^j^^  gunpowder,  but  as  an  answer  to  their  communi- 
^  cation  ,  relative  to  his  message,  respecting  the  committee 

appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  magazine.  In 
this,  he  assured  them,  that  his  message,  to  which  it  alluded 
tvasfor  information  only,  which  he  thought  was  proper  on 
iiis  part,  and  as  he  never  infringed  on  any  rule  of  the  House 
jior  omiUed  any  ceremony  due  to  it,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect to  be  treated  with  corresponding  politeness.  As  a 
proof  of  his  desire  to  avoid  a  controversy,  lie  told  thenv 
that  he  should  direct  the  key  of  the  magazine  to  be  given 
to  the  committee  on  Monday  the  12th.  The  Treasurer 
now  reported  to  the  House,  that  the  governor  had  been 
Vaited  on  according  to  orders,  to^iuow  when  he  would  be  at* 
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tBTifled  by  tbe  lioose,  and  that  he  had   appointed  the.  next    C!I  ^P. 
day,  at  on«  e'clocK,  in  the  afterooon,  ia  the  council  ehaia-  I. 

ter.  ==,s=^ 

He  also  reported  that  in  reply  to  their  application  to  the 
governor,  for  iufovuiution  respecting  the  tonnage  of  one 
shilling  and  three  pence  sterling  on  ships  and  vessels  since 
1762,  he  had  directed  hi>n  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  he 
Vould  send  an  answer  hy  a  messenger. 

About  this  time  the  council  t nought  proper  to  address  the  The  CeHrf* 
governor  separately  from  the   House  of  Burgesses.     Yiie  ^^' '^*^^l  '^^s 
precise  date  of  this  address  cannot  be    ascertained,   as  the  mji-, '^        ^ 
Journals  «f  the  Council  were  among  the    papers  destroyed 
by  the  Britisu  ia  om^  of  their  f^an.ialic  inroads  into    Virgi- 
nia.    It  must  however  have  been  previous  to   the  fligh'    of 
Dunmore.     tt  was  published  in  Purdie's  supplement  lo  his 
paper  of  June  tue  .th,  and  was  in  answer  to  his  speech  to 
both  Houses  on  opening  the  (ieneral    Vssembly. 

They  expressed  to  him  their  thanks  for  convening  (he 
leg  slalure,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
alarming  situation  of  the  colony  into  consideration,  aid 
providing  remedies  for  the  increasing  evils  thereof;  that 
his  calling  them  together,  as  soon  as  he  thought  himself 
possessed  of  the  means  of  restoring  harmony,  could  not  hut 
he  regarded  as  a  proof  of  his  attachment  to  the  dominion. 
They  declared  tneir  willingness  to  concur  with  the  othei* 
branch  of  the  legislatuse  in  such  a  proportion  of  the  public 
hurden,  as  they  might  be  willing  to  contribute. 

Their  conclusion  echoed  hack  that  part  of  the  jf  3vernor*g 
speech,  in  which  he  had  recommended  the  opening  of  tiie 
courts  of  justice. 

To  this  loyal  address,  the  governor  returned  a  gracious 
ianswer.  He  sai«l  ♦»  their  willingnessto  concur  in  measures 
which,  if  adopted,  would  entirely  compose  (he  destruftivc 
differences  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  and  re- 
store the  order  and  tranquility  of  the  colony,  could  not  but  if^ 
give  his  majesty  the  most  sensible  pleasure  ;  as  the  oppor- 
tKnity  of  communicating  to  him  such  a  proof  of  the  duty 
and  loyalty  of  this  brancdi  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  af- 
forded him  the  greatest  satisfacti«m." 

About  two  o'clock,  on  Thursday  morning.  June  (he  8th,  TheGov# 
the  governor  witU  his  lady   and    family.  Captain   Edward  a  ir  re:i-.;s 
iFoy,  and  some  of  the  domestics  attached  to  the  governor,  >nbiird  a 
left  the  palace  and  retired  on  board  the  Fowey  man  of  war,  ?'  '"^'^„ 
lying  at  York  Town.  ^1:"^^^^ 

The  reasons  which  he  assigned  for  (his  clandestine  and 
precipitate  retreat  will  he  seen  in  tho  next  fjiapler.* 

*  Virginia  had  the  ho  Of  .>tb.i,g  the  first  colony  fioin  which  a 
^oyal  Gorernor  thought  it  necessary  to  retire  on  board  a  Biitibh 
armed  vessel.  Gordo?:— Vol,  i.  p.  392,- 
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The  Governor  leaves  a  message  behind  him  for  the  house  of 
Burgesses — Joint  address  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
Burgesses  to  the  Governor— Governor* s  answer — House 
of  Burgesses  address  the  Governor — Vommittee  appoint- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  magazine^  make  their 
report — The  Governor  returns  a  laconic  answer  to  tlw 
lengthy  address  of  the  i2th — Uepty  and  detail  at  con- 
siderable lengthy  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  to  the  Go- 
vernor^s  message  of  the  iOth — Communication  from  the 
Governor  in  answer  to  the  address  of  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses of  tlie  17 th — Joint  address  of  the  House  of  Bur-^ 
,  gesses  and  the  Council — Governor's  Jlnswer — Message 
from  the  Governor — Reply  of  the  House  of  Burgesses-— 
Governor'' s  answer — Export  of  the  committee  upon  the 
Governor's  anstver — Resolutions  thereupon — House  of 
Burgesses  adjourn, 

CHAPTER  n. 

The  Go  THE  House  of  Burgesses  received  information  of  the  gd'-i- 

vernor         Pernor's  flighty  the  same  day  on  which  the  event  took  place, 
message      ^y  ^  message  from  the  Council,  accompanied   by  another, 
behind  hiM  which  the  governor  had  written,  and  directed    to   be  sent 
for  the        down  to  the  house.    In  this  message  he  toUl  them  that  he 
House  of      was  fully  convinced  that  neither  he  himself  nor  any  were 
tJurgesses.   gg^^pg  ^^  ^l^g  palace  ;  that  his    defenceless  situation  being 
■well  known,  some  act  might  be  perpetrated  which  would  ren- 
der the  breach  with  the  mother  country  irreparable  ;  andy 
that  for  his  own  security,  as  well  as  for  the  service  of  the 
country,  he  had  removed  to  a  place  of  safety.     He   termed 
the  just  indignation  of  the  people,"  blind  and  unmeasura- 
ble  fury,"  to  which  he  apprehended  he  was  in  constant  dan- 
ger of  being  sacrificed.     He  feared  that  some  might  work 
themselves  up  to  such  a  pitch  of"  daringness  and  atrocious- 
Bess"  as  to  fall  upon  him,  and  plunge  the  country  into  the 
most  "  horrid  calamities." 

He  declared  that  so  far  from  its  being  his  intention  to 
give  any  interruption  to  the  sittings  of  the  legislature,  he 
hoped  they  would  proceed  in  the  important  business,  for 
which  they  had  been  convened,  with  diligence  and  effect.— 
He  said  that  access  to  him  would  be  so  easy,  as  to  produce 
no  possible  inronvenience  in  the  necessary  intercourse  be- 
tween the  House  and  himself;  and  that  it  would  be  much 
!}etter  to  send  a  deputation  of  members,  from  time  to  time. 
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to  wait  on  him,  as  oceasiorr  iniglit  require,  than  for  the  ge-   CHAP, 
Ueral  a^semblj^  itself  to  move,  in  order  to  be  near  him.  11. 

He  hoped  the  House  would  view  his  conduct  as  it  was  re-  s=5=s-i 
ally  intended  ,•  and  he  assured  them  he  was  as  ready  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  his  office  as  before,  and  as  much  disposed  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power,  if  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  "  to  restore  that  harmony,  the  interruption  of  which 
was  hk ely  to  cost  so  dear  to  the  repose,  as  well  as  the  com- 
lorts  of  every  individual." 

This  message  drew  forth  a  joint  address  from  the  Conn-     Joint  ad-t 
Cil,  and  House  of  Burgesses,  in  which  they  expressed  their  diessofthe 
concern  that  he  should  entertain  any  fears  for  the  personal  council  and 
safely  ofhimself  or  family,  as  they  could  not  believe  that  '^^/esses 
any  of  their  fellow  subjects  meditated  a  crime  so  horrid  and  to  the  go- 
atrocious,  as  he  seemed  to  apprehend.     They   said  that  veruon     ' 
they  were  fearful  the  step  he  had  taken  would  produce  a 
continuance  of  the  uneasiness  which  had  so  unhappily  pre- 
vailed    They  regretted  that  he  had  not  communicated  the 
grounds    of  his  apprehensions  to  them,  as  they   certainly 
should  have  endeavored  to  remove   every  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness.     rhey  offered  to  concur  in  any   measure  that  might 
be  proposed  for  the  safety  of  himself  and  family. 

They  concluded  by  observing,  that  it  was  impossible, 
with  any  sort  of  propriety,  or  regard  to  the  dispatch,  neees- 
sary  at  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness while  he  was  so  farremoved  from  them,  and  so  inconve- 
niently situated.  They,  therefore,  earnestly  entreated  him, 
to  return,  with  his  family,  to  the  palace  which  they  were 
persuaded  would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  be  the 
most  likely  mean*  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people. 

rhe  governor  was  waited  upon  with  this  address,  by  a  de- 
liutation,  consisting  of  two  members  of  the  Council,  and  four 
members  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  On  the  9th  the  House 
received  the  report  of  their  deputation,  that  they  had  wait- 
ed on  the  governor,  on  board  the  Fowey,  who  had  said,  that 
as  their  address  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  colo- 
ny, as  well  as  to  himself  and  family,  he  would  return  an  an- 
swcTin  writing,  after  he  had  maturely  deliberated  on  its 
oontents. 

The  next  day  the  governor's  answer  was  received,  which 
was  in  substance  as  follows  :  r,uii.u 

y.;!^^^'^  *^'^*  'f,"**  ^""^^'^^  designs  were  meditated  against  Governor's 
him,  here  was  at  lea.t  such  an  inveteracy,  notorioush  mani-  ^n^^^r. 
Jested,  as  tojustify  h,s  apprehensions  :  That  he  could  not 
^.iT.rr''  ,  *""f."'^"y  «^««"ty,  if  he  had  communieat- 
ed  the  grounds  ot  his  apprehensions  to  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses,  considering  the  returns  they  had  made  to  him  for 

»1e  V  Hiem    ^^al  .T^P^^'/^'^^'*  ''^  '^«^  »>«-"  forward  to 
anew  tJiem.     That  ihey  had  countenanced  the  violent  and 
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CHAP,  disorderly  proceedings  of  the  people  ;  iuasmucli  a*  iJxQ  Tna^ 
II.  gazioe  had  heeii  forced  and  rifled,  in  the  presence  of  some 
—  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  and  no  othe(^ 
effort  made  to  regain  the  arms,  than  to  persuade  the  peo* 
p!e  to  rturn  them,  instead  of  hrJngi  g  the  offenders  to  con* 
djgn  punishment :  That  a  hodj^  of  men  had  openly  assem« 
Mtd  in  Williamsburg,  to  oppose  the  march  of  a  detachment 
of  the  king's  troops,  which  it  had  been  falsely  stated  wero 
coming  to  his  assistance ;  and  that  this  assemblage  had 
taken  place,  not  only  with  the  knowledge,  but  even  witk 
tlip  approbation  of  everj'  one  ;  that  the  House  had  ordered 
guards  for  the  protection  of  the  magazine,  only  when  there 
remained  nothing  there  worth  protecting  ^  and,  if  the  case 
had  been  otherwise,  it  was  an  assumption  of  executive  au- 
thority, which  tended  to  the  subversion  of  all  civil  liberty  ^ 
he  therefore  concluded  that  he  should  have  acquired  no  adt 
ditional  security  by  communicating  the  grounds  of  his  ap« 
prehensions  to  the  House  of  Burgesses, 

As  to  that  part  of  the  communication  of  the  House,  in 

which  they  offered  to  concur  with  him,  in  any  measure  ho 

^  might  propose,  for  the  securicj  of  himselfand  family,  (ho 

&  governor  appears  to  have  thought  fhat  nothing  could  effect 

&  tliat  object  but  their  undoing  all  they  had  done,  and    ab- 

^.  stiiining,  in  future,  from  every  effort,  for  the  protection  and 

,-i  security  of  their  rights  and  privilt-ges, 

pi  He  said  thai  object  could  only  be  attained  by  reinstating 

'^  liim,  in  the  full  powers  of  his  office,  as  the  king's  represen- 

?■  tative,  by  opening  the  courts  of  justice  aud  restoring  the 

energy   of  the  laws,   an  equal  security  for  all  parties  ,♦  by 

disbanding  the  independent  companies  and  all  other  bodies 

of  men  raised  in  defiance  of  lawfij  authority  ;  and,  by  their 

example,  and  all  other  means  in  their  power,  abolishing  the 

spirit  and  practice  of  persecution  against  the  king's  adiier« 

ents.     For  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  he    was 

w  illing  to  meet  them  ai  York,  and  remain  with  them  until 

they  had  finished  the  business. 

He  said  that  his  return  to  Williamsburg  would  be  as  fruit- 
less in  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  himself,  imless  there  was  among  them  a  sincere 
disposition  to  accede  to  the  terms  offered  by  Parliament, 
in  which  event  their  liberties  would  be  established  upon 
permanent  and  known  foundations  ;  and  that  if  they  mani- 
fested such  dispositions,  he  should  consider  it  the  most  for- 
tunate eveni  of  his  life  to  become  their  mediator  with  su- 
preme authority,  and  that  it  would  please  him,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  bring  back  his  family  as  a  pledge  of  his 
attachment  to  the  country. 

On  Monday  the  12th  of  June,  the  chairman  of  the  com* 
inittee  which  had  been  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to 
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ilie  governor,  hia«1r  Ms  report  to  the  FTouse,  mIio  a^T*«eiI  to  CHAP. 
theatldrpss  and  ilepiUed  certain  oCtlieir  tiieinbjTSio  ijrrsent         11. 

it.     It  breiilhed  (ue    genuine   spirit   of  freemen,  and  is  :r=.=i 


every  May  worthy   of  preservation  *  .     ij'iiseof 

It' stated  that  they  had  taken  iutii  their  «'rtnsideration.  ^"' f';^^^'^^^ 
the  Joint  address  of  liie  two  houses  of  Pariiasnent,  the  Q^yg^r^-^j," 
Jking's  answer,  and  the  resolutions  of  tht*  house  oft'oinniuns 
which  the  i^overnor  had  lai*!  before  thciri.  Thry  sai'l  ihitt 
they  still  eherished  the  belief  that  the  j^j-eat  body  of  thu 
people  of  hnglan<l  did  not  a|)provc  (?{' the  measures  of  the 
liritish  ministry  in  relation  to  the  eoloaies  ;  and  that  ac- 
tuated by  a  feelin?^  of  brotherly  love  towird  their  rt;iIoiV 
{subjects  of  Great  Britain,  they  lia<l  reeeivwl  with  pleasure 
the  governor's  notilication,  that  advances  bad  been  made, 
by  the  House  of  eoninioas  of  a  tendency  to  produce  an  ami- 
cable and  happy  conclusion,  of  the  diiferences  which  sub- 
sisted between  the  mother  count  ry  and  her  colonies.  With 
these  dispositions  they  entered  into  a  eunsideration  of  (he 
subject.  They  had  examined  it  ininuteh  :  tluy  hi.cl 
viewed  it  in  every  point  of  iii;hl  in  which  they  were  able 
to  place  it  5  and  with  pain  and  disappointment.  Shey  ulti.* 
mately  declared  that  it  only  ehant^ed  the  form  of  oppres- 
sion, without  I  ightenins;  its  burden — They  cduid  not,  they 
respectfully  averred,  close  w  iiU  the  terms  of  the  resnlnti- 
onof  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  fur  the  reason  sub- 
Joined  : 

They  said  that  the  British  Parliament  had  no  right  io  in 
terfere  with  the  administration  of  civil  government  in  the 
colonies;  for  themselves.  6c  not  for  that  parliament,  bad  go- 
vernment been  instituted  in  America.  They  l»ad  made 
provision  for  such  ofSeii's,  as  according  to  their  own  ideas, 
were  necessary  for  the  administration  of  public  alFairs.  and 
Ihey  denied  the  right  of  any  other  legislature  to  dictate 
or  prescribe  either  the  number  op  emoluments  of  Jiieie 
own  officers.  They  said  that  t!ie  claim  of  the  British  PaP- 
Jiament,  to  interfere  with  the  local  revenues  provided  i'ov 
the  support  of  government  in  the  cy)lony,  had  been  l»ut  re- 
cently advanced,  and  for  the  proof  of  this  they  referred  to 
u  law  passed  so  long  ago  as  the  thirty  second  of  Charles 
the  second,  for  supporting  the  government  of  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  by  which  it  appeared  tliat  no  other  authority  . 
"Was  recognized  as  competent  to  give  validity  to  colonial 
revenue,  except  the  King  and  the  General    Assembly. 

They  said  thatif  they  acceded  to  the  proffered  terms 
they  should  be  saddled  witi)  a  perpetual  tax,  adequate  to 
the  expectations,  and  subject  to  the  disposal  of  parlia- 
ment j  whereas  they  asserted  that  they  had  a  right  to  give 

*  Tfiis  was  drawn  by  Thomas  Jeffeison  ; — all  the  preceslinj;  by 
B.C.  Nicholas. 
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a-Way  ihelf  btvn  money  as  the  parliament  did  Oielrs,  free 
from  coercion,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public  exi-* 
gencies  might  require.  They  conceived  that  they  alone 
were  the  judges  of  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  situ- 
ation of  the  people  of  the  colony,  as  the  parliament  were 
of  those  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  they  contended 
not  merely  for  the  mode  of  raising  money,  but  also  for  the 
freedom  of  disposing  of  it,  without  which,  they  said,  tliey 
possessed  no  check  upon  the  royal  prerogative. 

They  said  that  even  if  they  were  to  undertake  to  grant 
the  mont-y  according  to  the  terms  proposed,  the  Commons 
had  resolved  upon  nothing  more  than  to  forbear  from  levy- 
ing pecuniary  taxes  on  them  ;  still  leaving  unrepealed  the 
several  acts  for  restrainirg  their  trade,  and  altering  the 
•forms  of  government  of  the  Eastern  colonies ;  extend- 
ing the  boundaries,  and  changing  the  government  and  re- 
ligion of  Quebec  ;  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
ol  admiralty  ;  depriving  them  of  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury 

and  transporting  them  into  other  countries,  to  be  tried 

for  criminal  offences.  Standing  armies,  too,  they  said, 
were  still  to  be  kept  up  among  them,  and  there  remained 
iesides,  still  unredressed,  many  numerous  grievances,  of 
^'hich  they  themselves,  and  their  sister  colonies,  separate, 
ly,  and  by  "their  Representatives  in  the  general  Congress 
jlad  so  often  complained. 

They  said  that  at  the  very  time  the  British  Parliament, 
Ivere  requiring  grants  of  money  from  them,  they  were  al- 
so preparing  large  armaments  both  by  sea  and  land  for  the 
purposeof  invading  them— a  mode  of  asking  for  money 
^vhich  thev  deemed  altogether  incompatible  with  their 
freedom.  *  The  ministrv.'they  said,  were  also  proceeding 
to  a  repetition  of  injuries  bv  passing  acts  for  restraining 
the  commerce  and  fisheries  of  the  New-England  Provinces 
and  for  prohibiting  the  trade  of  the  other  colonies  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  except  the  Islands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Ireland,  and  the  West-Indies  :  all  this,  they  said, 
manifested  no  disposition,  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  to 
discontinue  the  exercise  of  those  powers  which  thej  were 
attempting  to  usurp  over  them.  . 

They  said  that  upon  their  agreeing  to  contribute  theiP 
proportion  towards  the  common  defence.  Parliament  had 
not  even  then  proposed  to  open  to  them  a  free  trade  :  ami 
\etto  their  apprchensioas,  it  appeared  perfectly  just  and 
clear,  that  those  who  equallv  bore  the  burdens  of  govetn- 
menn  should  equally  participate  in  its  blessings,  rhey 
said  that  Parliament  should  be  contented  either  with  the 
Bionopolv  of  their  trade,  or  their  proportional  contributions 
.^but  not  to  expect,  by  holding  both,  to  extort  from  them 
double  taxes.  They  took  occasion  to  remind  the  govern- 
inent  too,  that  in  ca'ses  of  former  emergency,  when  they 
tad  been  called  upon  as  a  free  people,  their  contributions 
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iiaJ  been  liberal,  notwitlistanding  the  sources  from    AYliieli   CHAP, 
Ihey  were  derived*  had  been  cramped  by  that  very  mooo-  11. 

polyof  their  trade:— their  eonduct,  they   said  in  future,   -^ ■ 

should  be  as  generous  as  on  former  oecasious,  and  t!iat 
they  shoulo  even  disdain  the  shackles  of  a  proportional 
contribution,  whenever  they  should  l)e  called  to  their  free 
station  in  the  general  system  of  the  empire. 

They  said  that  the  proposition  then  made  to  them  invol- 
ved the  interests  of  all  the  colonies.  They  were  then  re- 
presented in  a  general  congress,  composed  of  deputies  from 
all  the  states,  whose  union,  they  trusted,  had  been  so 
Stronglycemented,  that  no  partial  application  could  pro- 
duce the  slightest  departure  from  the  common  causp.— 
They  considered  themselves  as  bound  in  honor,  as  well  as 
interest,  to  share  one  general  fate  with  their  sister  eolo- 
nies :  and  should  hold  themselves  as  base  deserters  of  the 
union  to  which  they  had  acceded,  were  they  to  agree  to  a- 
ny  measures  of  a  separate  accommodation. 

They  said  that  there  had  indeed  been  a  plan  of  ac« 
Qomraodation  offered  in  Parliament,  which,  though  not 
«ntirely  equal  to  what  they  thought  themselves"^  enti- 
tled to  ask,  yet  did  not  differ  materially  from  that  to  whieli 
the  general  congress  had  declared  their  willingness  to  ae^ 
cede, 

Lord  Chatham's  bill  on  one  part,  and  the  terms  of  coDr 
grass  on  the  other,  Tormed  a  basis  for  negociation  which  a 
spirit  of  accommodation,  on  both  sides,  might  have  ripen- 
ed into  a  perfect  rec  nciliation  But  to  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  desirable  event,  every  obstacle  seemed  to  have 
been  opposed. 

These  they  said  were  their  sentiments  t»n  this  impor- 
tant subject,  which  they  only  offered  as  an  individual  porti- 
on of  the  whole  empire  ;  leaving  the  final  settlement  of 
the  contest  to  the  wisdom  ofthegeneral  congress,  to  whom 
they  should  forward  all  the  documents  which  had  any  re- 
lation to  the  subject.  Individually  as  it  respected  them- 
selves, they  said,  that  they  had  exhausted  every  mode  ol^ 
application  which  their  inventions  could  suggest.  Ther 
said,  "  we  have  decently  remonstrated  with  Parliament^ 
they  have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old,  we  have  wea- 
ried ourking  with  supplications,  he  has  not  deigaedto  an- 
swer us,  we  have  appealed  to  the  native  honor  and  justice 
of  the  British  nation  their  efforts  in  our  favor  have  hith- 
erto been  ineffectual,     miatthenremams  to  be  done 

"  That  TCfi  conimit  our  injuries  to  the  even  handed  justice  of 
**  that  being  who  doth  no  wrong/' 

This  admirable  production  concluded  with  pious  ejacu- 
lations, and  respectful  wishes  for  the  return  of  perfect 
harmony  with  the  mother  country.  This  latter  was  % 
matter  of  mere  form,  as  we  have  just  seen  tfiem  solemnly 
appeal,  and  deliberatefy  consign  thejr  cause  to  the  Go4  of 
battles. 
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<JH  \P.        On  *!ic  13(li,  the  cpmiuittee  appoinled  to  enquire  iota 
11.        the  «^iafe  of  the  niaj^azine,  made  their  report,  which    was 

; 1—    received  bj  the  house  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 

Con.inviee  the  jHrusiil  of  the  meinhers.  This  report  fuil.y  eoniirm- 
api-oirited  pj}  the  meanness  and  ireachen' vliich  the  governor  haU 
to  c.  quire  p,,^^^,,!^^,)  £„  order  lo  remove  or  destro\lhe  military  stores 
SaVofthe  deposited  in  the  magazine  for  the  defeAce  of  the  coUny j 
i«a.;adr.e  ;  it  also  eorrobv.n.ted,  what  had  before  been  affirmed,  that 
5?>aketlieii  he  had  been  guilty  of  falsehood,  in  asserting  that  thj 
report.  po^vder  had  been  lodged  in  the  njagazine,  from  on  board 
the  Eippon  man  of  war,  from  whence  he  claimed  Uis  right 

to  remove  it.  .       ,  ^  ' 

On  the  14th  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
3nt«.  t]ie  causes  of  the  late  disturbances  made  their  report, 
at  sreat  length  ;  but  it  only  went  to  prove  upon  evidence, 
>vhnl  t.as  been  sufficiently  obvious,  that  the  disturhanees 
in  the  colony  arose  from  the  ren^oval  of  the  gunpo-.tlei? 
from  the  itiagazine,  and  the  threats  of  the  governor,  to  in- 
cite the  slaves  to  insurrection  and  massacre. 

On  the  I5th,  the  J  louse  of  Burgesses  held  several  con- 
fer, nees  with  the  council,  the  result  of  which  was  that  they 
agreed  to  join  in  an  adch-ess  to  the  governor    on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  security  of  the  public  arms. 
The  Go-       On  the  lath  the  governor  returned  an    answer    *»    ^he 
venior  re    j^noj^jy  address  of  the  houseof  Burgesses  of  the    i2t^h  the 
*""V'^in'  f^tibstanceofwhiehhas  been   given.     It    was  ^ufficienUy 
s; Vv  to  fhe  laconic.     He  said  "  Gentlemen  of  (he  House  oi    Burges- 
lengUiA  .-d    s,..._I(  is  with  real  concern  1  can  discover  nothing  m  youe 
4resiiof  the  address  that  1  think  manifests  the  smallest  inclination   to, 
^2ih'  or  will  be  productive  of,  a  leconciliation  with  the  luothei' 

'"'"oa'aielTtb  the  answer  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  tQ 
lite  governor's  message  v[  the  (5th  was  reported  and  agreed 
to.     It  wasmerelv  eomplimentary.  ^       i.  ,  ,1, 

An  address  was'jikewise  this  day  agreed  to,  in  which  they 
infoiined  the  governor  that  the.  magazine  was  repaired,  & 
jn  a  lit  condilion  for  the  reception  of  anns  andammumtion. 
1  liev  observed  that  the  legislature  had  long  since  made 
an  pie  provision  for  the  purchase  of  military  stores,  by 
granting  one  shilling  and  three  pence  sterling,  upon  the 
tonnage  of  all  vessels  trading  to  the  colony,  which  had, 
for  several  years  past  pro<luc(d  more  than  threa  thousand 
pounds.  Thev  thereiore  requested  that  the  governor 
Avouid  order  tVo  thousand  staud  of  arms,  five  tons  of  pow- 
e.^-r  ood  tsventA  Ions  of  lead,  v.iih  a  suiru-ient  quantity  ot 
other  military  "stores  to  be.  immediately  provided  and  lodg- 
ed in  the  public  magazine  for  ihedefeneeof  the  colony. 
On  x\ioi.day  «hel9than  address  was  presented  to  the 
cpvernor,  in  answer  to  his  written  message  01  the  li^ui— 
3'ne  su1:stune.e  of  this  answer  it  v.  ill  be  necessary  to  give 
iiotv>ifh^t:'r.<MnrUsextreDAlength  ;  and  tins  tor  rca^"?5 
ftl  vt .  a  d  V  n  >;  si  ty  ?i  c  d » 
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They  said,  tliattliey  had  received  his  writien  message  CHAP, 
of  the  lOlh  instani,  in  answer  (o  the  joint  address  ot'tlie         1I» 
Couneil  and  House  of  Burgesses,  with  equal  conecrn  and 


amazement,  and  that,  they  were  totally  unprepared  for  so  *^^P'-  '^ 
severe  and  cruel  a  return  to  the  respeetful  application  considera- 
raade  to  him,  which  was  solely  dictated  hy  their  duty  to  ^je  length, 
their  sovereign,  and  the  most  earnest  desire  of  contrihut-  oftheh.use 
ing  every  thing  in  their  power,  not  onlv  to  the  governor's  ofBurgess- 
owu  happiness,  but  that  of  every  part  of  his  family.  ^^'y^'J^.''^t% 
From  their  joint  address,  they  said  they  had  promised  m^e^s^age  of 
themselves  a  vei7  different  result,  from  that  which  had  the  ioi;lij  ' 
actually  taken  place. 

The  governor  had  said  in  his  answer,  as  we  hive  just 
seen,  that  he  declined  out  nf  tenderness  to  enumerate  the 
menaces  and  threats  of  the  people  :  to  (his  the  House  of 
Burgesses  replied,  that  they  were  ii»norant  70/10  were  the 
1)eculiar  objects  of  his  tenderness,  that  he  o  kndlij,  in  fa- 
•vor  of  them^  decUiicd  a  particular  enumeration  :  The>'  ex- 
pressed, at  the  same  time,  their  regret,  that  he  should 
have  had  so  little  feelinqr,  for  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia. 

They  said,  that  the  governor  had  now  driven  them  to 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  enquiring,  minutely,  into  the 
causes  of  the  late  disturbances  in  the  colony  ;  that  it  was 
not  with  the  most  distant  inclination  to  give  him  the 
slightest  offence,  that  they  engaged  in  so  irksome  a  task, 
but  purely  to  do  justice  to  their  much  injured  country 
that  they  recurred  to  different  and  distant  transactions. 

The  insinuations   contained  in  the  governor's  message, 
and  some  other  public  documents,  o?"  disloyalty  and  disaf- 
fection among  their  countrymen  towards  the  king  and  his 
government,  they  repelled  and  disavowed  as  equally  griev- 
ous and  unmerited.     Words,  they  said,  they  knew,  were 
too  often  but  empty  sounds  :  they  therefore,   would  not 
appeal    to    professions,    however    sincere,    hut    to   facts 
of  public  notoriety.     They  averred   that  the  loyalty  of 
Virginia,  the  most  ancient   colony,   stood  confessed,    as 
recorded  by  many  of  the  governor's  predecessors.     They 
said  that  they  would  presume  to  carry  his  attention  no 
farther  back  than  to  the  administration  of  his  immediate 
predecessor.     Previous  to  his  coming  over  to  Vi?'ginia, 
there  had  arisen  some  unhappy  disputes  between   Great 
Britain  and   the  colonies.       The   king  had   sent  over  to 
them,  from   his  immediate  presence.*   "  the   truly  noble 
lord  BoTBTOLRT,"  who  informed  them  that  he  had  re- 
ceived instructions,  to  do  justice,  and  maintain  the  rights 
of  all  his  subjects.     They  said  that  he  had  cheerfully 
cntertd  upon  the  duties  of  his  exalted  station,  in  which  he 

*  Tint,  is  probably  a  taunt  at  Dunmore,  who  was  removed  froti^ 
the  government  of  New  York  to  that  of  Virginia. 
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liatl  acted  as  a  (rue  representative  of  his  royal  mas{«t  5 
at  once  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  irowu,  dispenfiti^ 
the  strictest  just  ce,  anil  diflTusing  benevolence  tJtiroughtmt 
the  country.  By  his  exemplary  conduct^  io  all  respects^ 
he  had  accomplished  what  Iw  deemed  a  gloiious  work  :-^ 
He  (lad  given  them  tranquility  and  happiness.* — Indeed  ho 
was  of( en  heard  to  declare,  that  the  business  of  a  gof- 
eruor  of  Virginia,  was  much  easier  than  he  could  hav» 
conceived,  as  he  found  that  the  government  almost  exe* 
culetl  itself.  But  matters  were  not  at  that  time  carried 
on,  and  precipitated  with  so  high  an  hand,  on  the  othep 
side  of  the  water,  as  at  jircsent.  This  probabkf  wasawing 
to  iiis  minntdy  exam'mbig  evei'if  subject  to  the  bottom  liim- 
eelj,  inking  nothing  upon  trust;  Io  his  discountenancing 
tale-bearers,  and  malicious  informers  ;  and,  at  last,  mak* 
ing  a  faithful  representation  of  thingSf  such  as  he  founit 
them.  } 

*•  In  a  short,  too  short  time,  for  the  happiness  of  Virgin 
nia,  it  had  pleased  God  to  remove  him  from  among  them  !** 

They  observed  to  the  governor,  that  when  they  ret^oiv- 
cd  the  account  of  his  appointment,  they  indulged  them- 
selves in  pleasing  anticipations,  and  that  when  he  actually 
arrived  they  had  vied  willi  each  other  in  endeavourinjj  !• 
inaki'  his  administration  easy  and  agreeable.  They  tliea 
gallantly  adverted  to  the  pleasure  they  felt  upon  the 
report  that  his  lady  and  family  were  coming  to  resid© 
among  them,  and  the  expressions  of  heartfelt  joy  witli 
'which  they  had  greeted  her  upon  her  arrival — considering 
themselves  and  countrymen  as  particularly  favoured,  in 
Imving  such  respectable  pledges  amongst  them,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  governor's  good  intentions  towards  tlte 
colony.  They  then  observed  that  changes  seldom  hap- 
pened without  sonie  sufficient  cause,  and,  that  if  the 
governor  had,  or  thought  he  had,  discovered  any  alteration 

*  The  feelin  s  of  respect  foi*  the  one  Governur,and  of  ref»cntment 
towards  tlie  other,  seem  here  to  have  been  mingled  in  the  besoms  of 
the  draftsmen  of  this  answer  ;  and  as  they  became  warmed  ^y  the 
subject,  in  giving  an  el  quent  description  of  what  the  one  wa*,  they, 
all  along,  seemed  to  have  intended  to  exhibit  what  the  other  wa* 
not. 

I  The  sentence  marked  in  Italics  is  founded  on  an  error  of  the 
house  of  Burgesses.  Although  Dunmorewas  a  marked  tool  of  pow- 
er, and  a  willing  instrument  of  despotism,  yet  the  measures  of  the 
Uritisli  ministry  did  not  proceed,  (except  in  a  very  small  degree) 
from  tiie  misrepresentations  of  their  governors  in  America,Jbutfrom 
a  settled  design,  formed  by  the  Ei»rl  of  Bute,  the  preceptor  of 
George  III  and  but  too  successfully  instilled  into  the  mind  of  his 
young  pupil,  to  revive  the  tory  system  of  government,  destroy  the 
constitution  of  England,  and  enslave,  not  only  the  Colonies,  but  the 
Briiisli  Empire  itself.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  to  cast  additional  odium  on  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Danmore,  by  attributing  to  his  communications  to  hia 
superiors,  effects,  vhichthcy  but  very  partially  produced. 
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10  tTielj?  sentiments  or  beliaviptir,  it  might  be  wortli  liis    CJl  VF, 
iThile,  as  well  as  their  own   to  search  for  th(?  eaus-'s  ot*  it.         11. 

Respect,  they  saiM,  was  not  to  be  obtained  hy  force  from  == 
a  free  people  :  if  genuine  it  must  be  perfectly  voluntary  ; 
and  nol bins?   they  averred,   was  so  likely  to  insure  it,  to 
one  in  his  high  station,  as  dignity  of  character,  and  a  can- 
did and  exemplary  (;on<iuct. 

They  declined,  uuon  the  present  occasion,  a  discussion 
of  the  subject  unhappily  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  ;  and  they  presumed  not  to  interfere  with 
the  governor's  authority  in  summoning  or  dissolving  as- 
semblies, when,  by  tin'  advice  of  his  Council,  he  should 
think  tberc  was  proper  occasion  :  <vhat  they  claimed,  n9 
an  act  of  justice,  was,  that  their  conduct  should  be  fairly 
and  impartially  representetl  to  their  sovereign. 

They  disclaimed  the  idea  of  insinuating^  that  the  gover- 
nor would  designedly  misrepresent  facts  ;  yet  it  was  much 
to  be  feared  that  he  had'too  easily  given  credit  to  some* 
designing  persons,  who,  to  the  great  injury  of  tlie  commu- 
tlity,  possessed  much  too  large  a  share  of  his  eonfiilence. 

They  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  themselves  from  tho 
aspersions  cast  upon  them  in  Dunmore's  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  dated  the  29th  of  May  1774. 

They  declared  that  the  design  of  the  then  Assembly  was 
entirely  raisconeeived  ;  and  they  illustrated  the  danger  as 
well  as  injustice  of  attempting  to  penetrate  the  thoughts 
of  others,  when  they  are  not  certainly  known,  by  the  ill 
impressions  which  it  was  probable  his  letter  had  made  oa 
the  minds  of  the  king  and  his  ministers. 

Suspicions,  they  humbly  conceived,  could  never  justify 
direct  and  positive  accusations.  We  know  that  men,  said 
they,  differ  in  religious  sentiments. 

Some  may  believe  in  the  superintendence  of  a  provi« 
dencc,  and  that  the  care,  especially  of  nations,  is  an  ob- 
ject of  divine  go»dness  ;  whilst  others  may  think,  or  affect 
to  treat  this,  as  well  as  other  matters,  which  the  christian 
religion  teaches,  as  things  merely  chimerical.f 

They  now  referred  to  certain  extracts  of  another  lettep 
from  the  governor,  to  the  same  minister,  daf**d  the  ^i^th 
of  December,  1774.  In  pi'oportion  as  the  unfavoarnbl© 
representations  contained  in  this  letter,  were  likely  to  be 
injurious  to  the  colony,  so  had  they  hoped  the  govprnor 
would  have  been  careful  in  examining  the  evidence  of  th& 
facts  he  stated. 


*  This  attaches  to  capt,  Foy,  Ins  secret  ;ry,  who  was  the  (iovern-r 
orde  facto — an  Englishman  of  violent  passions,  and  hostile  prejar. 
dices  against  us. 

f  The  House  of  Rnr^esses  seem  to  have  taken  every  opportunity 
to  fasten  something  offensive  and  unpopular  upon  the  Governor,  who 
■vvas  cnnHidtrtd  a.  free- t/iinkrr.  For  what  other  pur))- se  these  lines 
upon  the  subject  of  religion,  which  have  no  connection  with  any 
thing  that  precedes  them,  or  that  cornea  ufterthcm,  were  introdu-^ 
ced,  is  no  easy  matter  toconjecture.- 
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CHAP.  In  bis  first  letter  he  had  represented  the  House  of 
H.  Burgesses  as  fond  of  having  it  thought,  ihjit  a  determined 
r'  -  '  —  resoiution  to  deny  and  oppose  the  authority  of  Parliament 
always  originated  with  them.  They  appealed  to  the 
governor  to  determine  whether  this  was  intended  to  draw 
down  the  particular  resentment  of  Parliament,  on  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia. 

I'hey  said  that  they  had,  indeed,  protested  against  th^ 
power  of  Parliament,  when  they  thought  it  extended  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  constiiution  ;  but  they  were 
not  so  ready  to  confess  that  they  ever  affected  to  take  the 
lead  of  the  other  colonies,  in  this  or  any  other  measure  ; 
that  the  times  of  entering  their  protestations,  were  merely 
accidental,  as  circuui stances  happened  ;  and  (it  was  noto- 
rious,) that  the  subject  of  the  present  complaint  had  been 
under  the  consideration  of  some  other  colonies,  before  the 
Virginians  took  it  up. 

They  said  that  if  the  governor's  letter  of  the  24th  of 
December  were  relied  on,  the  association  adopted  by  the 
general  congress  would  appear  to  have  been  first  recom- 
Biended  by  Virginia ;  whereas  the  truth  was  that  Virginia 
was  only  first  in  having  resolved  against  the  importation  & 
use  of  East  India  commodities.*  The  general  non-export 
and  non-import  agreement  came  first  recommended  from 
several  of  the  northern  colonies.  This  circumstance, 
liov/cver,  they  acknowledged,  made  no  difference  then,  as 
the  several  colonies  had  united  in  the,  association.  It  had 
only  been  remarked,  (since  the  governor  seemed  to  have 
thought  it  of  importance*)  as  no  strong  testimony  of  his 
liind  disposition  towards  this  colony. 

They  next  look  up  the  subject  of  the  county  committees, 
Df  whom  Dunmore  had  spoken,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
ministry,  in  no  very  favorable  terms.  They  acknowledged 
that  committees  had  been  chosen,Jn  several  counties;!  the 
object  of  whose  appointment  was  to  observe  the  conduct  of 
those  who  were  inimical  to  the  interest  of  thecountry;  and 
that  the  people  might  know  their  friends  from  their  foes, 
they  were  required]:  to  publish  the  name«  of  all  transgres- 
<  .      .  I  ■  ■ 

*  The  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  labour  hard,  but  in  vain,  to 
despoil  themselves  of  the  glory  of  being  foremost  in  the  revolution- 
ary struggles. 

t  Theieis  much  narrowness  of  expression  here  : — In  what  conn - 
ties  had  committees  not  been  chosen  ?  It  was  pjincipally,  if  not  al.' 
together,  through  the  agency  of  these  committees  that  delegates 
•»vere  appointed  to  the  colonial  conventions,  and  upon  examining  the 
list  of  returns,  as  published  at  the  day, there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  county  unrepresented. 

i  This  expression  obviously  implies  a  correspondence  between 
the  county  committees  ar.d  s()'.nc  superior,  or  highly  respected  au- 
thority. iVIay  we  not  assert,  without  any  culpable  latitude  of  inter- 
pretation, that  it  also  implies  a  project,  not  partially  adopted  by  a 
few  ci  unties,  but  systematically  organized  by  the  general  consent  of 
the  colony  I 
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sofs.     This  (hev  observed,  the  .e^overnor  was   pleased  to     CUAP 
term  «  invKinj^  the  v^-ngeanee  of  a  lawless  m'  b  (o  he  exer-         J| 
cised  upon  the  uuhapp.v  victims,"*     He  had.   mo.  farthei- 
represented  these  eommiftees  as  assjiminff  an  aiirhority  ♦.,   -.__ 

jnspeet  the  hooks,  invoices,  and  all  the  secrets  of  the  trade 
and  correspondence  of  mei-ehants.  This  thev  ohserved, 
"was  hj-h  colouring  of  assumed  facts  ;"  whieli  they,  who 
Jnhahited  difi'erent  parts  of  (he  country,    were   strangers 

To  close  his  narrative  upon  this  head,  said  they,  he  had 
been  pleased  to  inform  his  correspondent,  that'"  every 
county  in  the  colony  was  arminj^acompanv  of  men.  whom 
they  called  an  independent  company.  €ov  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  profecting:  their  comntitfees',  and  fo  he  employed  a- 
gainst  government,  if  occasion  required  ;  and  that  the  enm- 
mittee  of  one  county  had  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  swear  the 
men  of  their  independent  companv  to  execute  all  orders 
which  should  he  given  them  fiom  their  committee."— 
These  were  things,  they  said,  entirelv  without  their  know- 
ledge ;  and  they  declared  themselves  convinced,  upon  the 
strictest  enquiry,  that  they  deserved  no  credit,  j- 

*  ISothingcar.  be  more  ut.iust  and  unmerited  than  this  imputa- 
tion of  Dun  more  s  In  the  manuscript  copy  of  the  proceedings  vi 
the  committee  ot  safety  for  the  countv  of  Northumberland,  which  I 

i^h'J^K  K  Jk'^^^'u'^'  ^  "^'^'"^^  '^'^'  "P«"  "^^=^^'""  of  some  violence 
whidi  had  been  threatened  to  the  persons  and  properrv  ,.f  certain 
clisattccted  individuals,  the  c-mmittee  of  safety  unanimmslv  declar- 
rea  their  disapprobation  of  such  conduct,  wliich  they  officially  de- 
nounced as  "  diabolical  and  savage." 

fV.t.^Jl^'^'^^'^u"^'"?!''^  phraseology  of  the.text  above,  it  iscertaia 
that  the  merchants' bocks  were  subject  to  examination.  In  the 
manuscript,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note,  I  observe  that  a  -^c- 
lect  committee  was  appointed.  "  to  ^^  ait  on  the  merchants  ot  the 
county,  and  request  the-perusal  of  their  several  waste-b-oks,  rela- 
tive to  the  price  ot  goods  by  them  sold  for  one  month  last  past,  and 
also  to  examine  into  the  prices  n.;wmarke:t  on  their  goods  &c  &c  " 
^otwlthstandlnJ  the  mild  form  of  a  request  in  which  the  a- 
bove  appears,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  it  would  have  been  enfor- 
ced, had  the  s.ightcst  opposition  been  made  to  its  execution  ;    the 

;ul^hl  1 -Tf  "''•?xr  '"''"''^  tl'.is  transaction  occurred;  v/as  Tuea- 
(lay  the  Ijth  day  of  November,  1774. 

t  It  may  seem  arrogant  at  this  dist^.nce  of   time,   and  w  th  the 
taint  gleanr.  of  light  only,  which  is  sometimes  shed  upon  the  mlmm^  ^ 

ot  our  military  arrangements,   /ae/iaru'ory    to   the   revclutionar/  ^ 

wat.tocontradict  an  assertion,  solemnly  advanced,  m  so  seri.us 
and  important  a  state  paper  as  the  above,  vet  the  author  Jnna 
suppress  the  expression  of  his  convirtian,  founded  upon  proofs  alto- 
gether satisfactory  t..  hisownmin,!,  that  there  was  ai  the  time 
Dunmore  wrote  the  letters  before  mnitioned,  a  company  of  men 
ai  ming  ,n  almost  every  county,  if  not  in  every  county  m  the  colony 
Zi,,  PV'b^ble  falsehood  of  his  assertion  thata«y  county  had  ten- 
dered such  an  oath  as  he  de.scribes,  to  their  independent  company, 
or  to  any  body  ot  armed  men  raised  within  their  county— it   h  in- 

ofmTh^^L^'f  "^"'"'''"y^^^'-^^^l^^^-^'^^*  ^'-^^"  ^'^-«  notice 
oi  in  the  preceding  pages. 
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CHAP.  Tliey  ihon  prooeeded  <o  stale,  what,  aecorflln^  *o  their 
II.  api)rel!en5Jon  and  infofmation, was  the  real  sitnaJion  ofilie 
T  I  ■  '  ■■  ..■,  eolonv,  asto  anv  extra  military  arrangements,  w'nich 
mi^ht  have  been  made  independent  of  the  old  and  well 
known  militia  system.  They  said  that,  there  were  a  lew 
eonjpanies  of '*  j^entlemen"  formed,  who  were  desirous  ot* 
perfecting  themselves  in  military  exereises  ;  but  that  thro*- 
out  the  whole  eolony,  which  consisted  of  sixty  one  coun- 
ties, they  conld  not  find  that  even  this  shew  of  a  military 
disposition  had  been  exhibited  in  more  than  six  or  seven. 

The  object  proposed  b>  this  arrangement  was  to  distin- 
guish them  from  the  militia  at  large  ;  i  he  first  and  most 
considerable  of  these,  was  instituted  for  the  better  protec- 
tion of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  and  afterwards  was  so  far 
approve<l  of  by  the  governor,  that  he  expressed  his  warm- 
est wishes  that  the  example  might  be  followed  throughout 
the  country,  and  issued  commissions  to  their  officers.-*— 
That  t/ies<'coTnpanffs*were  connected  with  the  committees 
or  that  they  were  ever  designed  to  act  against,  or  in  any 
sort  to  interfere  with,  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  govern- 
ment, they  neither  knew  nor  believed  ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, rhey  were  verily  persuaded  that  they  were  always  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  exeil  themselves  to  support  tlie  laws,  & 
the  regal  government,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

The  governor  had  said,  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  the 
*'  power  of  government  was  entirely  disregarded,  if  not 
wholly  overturned,  and  that  there  was  not  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Virginia  who  acted  except  as  a  committee  man.'* 
This  assertion^  they  said,  they  could  not  but  consider  as 
highly  i*njust,  and  extremely  injurious  to  them.  They 
had  every  reason  to  believe,  and  indeed  had  full  proof, 
that  the  magistrates  throughout  the  colony  duly  attended 
their  respective  courts  ;  and  though,  for  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  a  former  address,  they  did  not  think  themselves 
authorised  ir  hear  and  determine  civil  >suits,  yet  they 
were  persuaded  that  their  (the  magistrates')  former  en- 
deavors to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  goveru- 
iiient  had  not  been  interrupted,  but  exerted  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  original  cause  of  suspending  the  trials  of 
civil  suits  was,  as  the  governor  had  observed,  the  want  of 


*  Thfese  companies  of  genllemen,  v?ho  were  distinguished  from 
the  militia  atlarsp,here,  for  the  first  time,  make  their  appearance 
~in  no  hist  IV V  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  no  file  of  newspa- 
pers printed  in  Virginia,  during  this  pe' iod,  nor  in  any  journal  not- 
iuanuscript,  to  which  the  autiior  has  had  access,  has  he  been  ably 
lo  discover  the  remotest  trace  of  nny  bodies  of  armed  men  of  the 
descripti  n  mentioned  above.  The  House  of  Bura;esses  of  Virginia 
seem  to  have  fallen  upon  every  possible  plan  of  disguising  the  pre- 
parations of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  design  with  which  those  pre- 
parations -,verc  making. 
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a  fee-l.iil.  This  legal  dcfeef .  they  said,  was  much  lanienf- 
C(l,  nor  was  it  used.  Hceordinj-  to  their  Unowled-e.  as  •  no- 
pillar  ar-uiuent.  hy  any  .nan  of  sound  undersfandinL-  •  'I  he 

-      jn'''»'>'tantsof(hisc'Oun(rydid  not  Joiniuxvhathewas  pleased 
to  (erra  an  opprobrious  measure,  to  en^a^e  their  «•  Kn-lish 
cred.iors  to  join  the  clamors  of  the  country."     As  to  ht 
assertion,   that   "  not  a  few  did  it  to  avoid  paying  t  Jir 
tlehts,  .n  whu-h  many  of  the  principal  people  if  Ihe  eolony 
vere  much  involved,"     they  could  only  answer  for  S 
selves  m  the  ne,c,^ative,  hu.  at  the  same  fimc  must  consider 
so   indiscriminate  a  eharjje  as  extremely  injurious,  and 
every  way  uijjust.     They  said  that  they  were  so  f ar  f."  „. 
desiring  to  do  injustice  to  creditors,  (hat  i(    j^ave   theui 
p:reat  pain  to  ohserve  that  such  a  step  was  thoitht  neces- 
sary,-  and  nothing  hut  the  hopes  of  being  relieved  from 
he  arhi  rary  system  of  colony  government,  attempted    o 
be  Introduced,  could  have  prevailed  with  them  to     uhm  t 

Inn  "P'^^^^f  ''^T  ^^P«''<«-  '^i'e  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, hey  s.iid.  m  their  wrilten  message,  by  a  resppetahle 
incumber  of  their  body,  to  the  commiTte;  of  the  Hot!s^  of 
Coiumons,  had  done  .hem  ample  justice  in  this  respect- 
they  had  represented  that  they  should  have  no  uneasiness 
ah<Mit  remittances  from  Amcric,  unless  Parliament  Z 
sued  such  means  as  were  likely  to  prevent  them 

Iheynext  took  occasion   to  express  their  sentiments 
Mfh   respec     to  the  continental   Congress:    They  consi! 

iiee.s,ty,and  did  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  they 
en.e..(a.ncd  a  proper  respect  for  them.  They  had  learZ 
ed  they  said,  from  good  a,.|(hority,  that  their  petition  to 
tht  king  was  graciously  received  ,- though  it  was  with  con- 
cern, they  had  understood  that  it  had  hitherto  produced 
no  good  effect.  It  had  been  said  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vh. 
ginia,  bv  the  governor,  that  they  treated  with  **  marks  of 
reverence  the  laws  ofdie  Congress  which  they  never  be- 

fron??!  • "  ^'tV'  '!f '  «7'^»'»'nf  »'^-  «r  <'ie  laws  proceeding 
lion  ,t.  Ihis.  they  observed,  xvas  one,  out  if  a  grea? 
number  of  facts,  requiring  proof-^since  they  must  tak€ 
i.^Z  l; v-'"!' • '  f^  '^y  ^'"»  coofide/ice.  that  *the  inhabi- 
ta.its  on  irgima  had  been  second  to  no  others,  in  any  part 
ol  the  king  s  wide  extended  dominions,  in  all  due  respect  t« 
Im  government,  governors,  and  all  in  authority  under  him. 
fhey  reminded  the  governor  thsU  a  general  congress  had 
been  lieh  lu  America,  during  the  lalt  war  with  '^he  roVLl 
approbation  :  But  then  indeed,  the  interest  of  Great  Brt 
tain,  as  well  as  that  of  the  colonies,  might  have  demanded 

sct't^hl';;.'^?* J'"  ?f ''•  ^^■"^''^'^  ^"  ^^'^"'P^^'  ^»"«»'  had  bee.1 

S^A:.      •'     ''V'^^'r^'^^^^''^^^^^^'^^"^:*"'*^  were    at 
stake,  America,  whose  liberty  and   happiness   were  now 

particularly  jeopardized,  had  singly  resolved    on  a    li!^ 
run^tuS""^'"^^^' '''''' "^''^  -'^'^^-^  -t  thai  ciitlcal 
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€HAP.        They  now  adverted  to  the  opinion  wliieli  tlie  governor 
^J*         Iiad  expressed,  in  one  of  his  eoniinuniciitions  to  Lord  Oart- 

c-T-aiB; i  mouth,  Hs  to  the  eiTecls  wliich  he  supposed  the  assoeiatioii 

was  likely  to  produce — with  whieh.  they  said,  consitieringf 
it  merely  as  a  matter  of  o]jmioji,  they  were  liftlt*  eoueern- 
cd  to  interfere  :  time  only  could  discover  the  consequences 
of  that  measure.  They  denied  the  .ajovernor's  assertion 
*'  that  the  people  of  fortune  had  supplied  themselves  and 
iiej^rops  for  two  or  three  years,  to  the  distresses  of  the 
iiiiddlinig  and  ooorer  sort  ;"  which  assertion  they  aitrihu- 
<cd  to  liis  giviii^;  too  easy  credit  to    ill-founded    rejjorts. 

Sume,  they  said,  hut  very  few,  might  have  supplied 
themselves  as  opportunity  offered,  for  the  then  present 
year  ;  and  tiiis  they  helieved  was  the  most  that  had  heeii 
done.  Tliey  were  persuaded  too  of  a  material  mistake  in 
another  respect,  it  being  the  general  opinion,  founded  on 
};ood  grounds;,  that  the  middling  and  poorer  sort  would 
fare  muidi  hetter  than  those  who  possessed  fortunes,  who 
had  large  numbers  of  slaves  to  provide  for.  While  upon 
this  suhject,  they  could  not  refrain  from  ohserving  how 
strangely  their  views  had  heen  misrepresented.  Bj  the 
association  they  intended  nothing  that  was  illegal ;  they 
were  only  res(dved  to  he  content  with  their  own  home  spun 
Manufactures,  however  mean  in  quality,  unless  things 
could  be  restored  to  their  former  cljannel,  which  was  the 
only  security  they  desired  for  what  they  knew  iheir  excel- 
lent constitution  entitled  them  to.  What  he  had  been 
pleased  to  represent  as  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 
committees  would  produce,  they  trusted  none  of  those  very 
dreadful  effects  which  he  had  painted  in  such  alarming 
colors. — The  whole  colony,  with  very  few  exceptions,  was 
united  ;  and  with  such  a  union  of  sentiment,  the  expectati- 
ons of  tliose,  who  supposed  that  discord  would  arise,  must 
I>e  exceedingly  sanguine  indeed. 

They  next  proceeded  to  state  the  necessity,  and  vindi- 
cate the  propriety,  of  the  meetings  and  regulations  of  the 
general  convention,  i'hey  knew  not,  they  said,  how  the 
proceedings  of  that  body,  in  March  last,  had  heen  repre- 
sented, but  from  tlie  specimens,  which  injustice  to  them- 
selves and  their  countrymen,  they  had  found  it  necessary 
to  record  upon  the  preceding  pages,  they  presumed  in  no 
very  favorable  light.  These  meetings  of  the  general  con- 
vention, said  they,  (unless  it  could  be  supposed  that  a 
whole  country  had  entirely  lost  sight  of  its  security  and 
most  essential  interests.)  were  rendered  absolutely  neces- 
sary, first  by  the  dissolution,  and  afterwards  by  repeated 
prorogations,  of  the  general  Assembly.  Upon  enquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  colony,  it  was  found,  that  there  had 
heen  almost  a  total  inattention  to  the  proper  training  and 
disciplining  of  the  militia.  Various  subsequent  acts  of 
the  legislature,  said  they,  amendatoi-y  of  the  law  of  1738, 
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bad  expired  ;  the  act  providing  against  invasions  and  in-    CHAP. 
surreclions  was  near  expiring,  and  it  was   uncertain    whe-        H 
ther  an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  the  general  Assem-  1^4 

bly  to  revive  it.  Taking  a  more  extended  view  of  their 
situation,  it  had  been  found  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  were  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  a  barbarous  and 
savage  enemy.  Frojii  the  best  accounts  ivhich  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Great  Britain^  therewas  too  much  reason  to  be 
convinced  that  the  ministrij  were  prosecuting  the  most  rigo- 
rous and  arbitrary  measures  towards  subjugating  the 
whole  continent  of  America  to  their  despotic  rule;  ivhich 
measures  they  saido  it  xeos  more  than  jiroferttJe,  had  been 
suggested  from  hence,  and  the  other  colonies  ;  and,  that  a 
scheme^  the  most  diabolical  had  been  meditated,  and  general-  ' 

ly  recommended,  by  a  person  of  great  influence,  to  offer 
freedom  to  the  slaves*  and  turn  them  against  their  masters. 
To  guard  against  these  dangers,  which  had  not  been  distinct- 
ly discerned  until  lately,  the  Convention  had  recommend- 
ed a  strict  attention  to  the  militia  law  of  173S  ;  this  law 
however  being  defective  in  many  essential  points,  and  par- 
ticularly, inasmuch  as  the  whole  militia  were  not  obliged 
to  muster  so  frequently  as  might  be  necessary,  it  had  been 
recommended  that  volunteer  companies  should  be  formed  in 
each  county,  for  the  belter  defence  and  protection  of  the 
whole  country.  These  proceedings,  they  said,  according 
to  an  usual  style  it  was  more  than  probable,  had  been  re- 
presented as  designed  to  oppose  government  ;  whereas, 
they  were  persuaded,  that  nothing  was  farther  from  the 
intentions  of  the  Convention.  They  appealed  to  their  re- 
solutions, which  they  said  must  convince  every  unprejudi- 
ced mind  that  the  utmost  respect  had  been  paid  to  the 
king  and  his  legal  government,  and  that  the  Convention 
had  much  pleasure  in  expressing  their  obligations  to  the 
governor  for  his  late  services.  •*  The  trutfi  is,"said  they, 
^warmed  by  their  subject  into  a  more  dignified  and  eleva- 
ted expression  of  their  feelings,  and  seeming  as  it  were, 
personally  to  address  the  governor,  "  that  his  majesty's, 
*' subjects  in  this  colony  have  the  utmost  attachment  to 
*'  their  sovereign  ;  they  admire,  they  love  the  constitution 
*'  and  will  risk  every  thing  most  dear  and  valuable  in  sup- 
"  port  of  it.  These  are  principles  imbibed  in  their  infrincy, 
*'  and  their  eonstunt  care  is  to  inculc  ite  them  upon  the 
**  minds  of  their  children  ;  they  meditate  or  design  nothing 
'*  in  theleastoflfensive.*  But  if  it  is  expected  that  they  should 
*•  sit  doivn  supinely,  and  siibmit  to  yohes  ivhich  neither  they 
*' nor  their  forefathers  were  able  to  bear,  they  must  ac- 
**  knowledge  that  they  have  the  sensibiiHy  and  feelings  of 
** freemen,  actuating  Uiem  to  a  proper  and  justifiable    de- 

*    .\n  implied,  if  not  an  obvious,  assertion,  that  they    would  Jt?- 
ye/jc/ themselves. 
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CHAP,    f^  fence  of  those  rights  ichich  are  gtiaranleed  hjlhe  laws  a7id 
11.        *' prlncipleH  of  flu- const UnHon.^* 

rr Th(y  ut'xi  h(lv<  j{f<l  lo  the  investigation  w!n<  h  they  had 

caused  to  I)!' suudc  into  tlie  late  t'ominotiuns  : — And  ihpy 
«ieclared,  fioni  the  exiiniiuation  of  many  resp'^ctahlt*  .e:^n- 
llenicn.  as  well  as  merchants  and  natives  ot  Great  Briiaiir, 
lis  ol' others  i'essd5ns;in  diilVrent  paits  ot  the  enlony.  ttiat 
the  cOiusti'v  WHS  In  a  petTeet  state  of  traiujuiiity  until  the 
liecoiiiit  was  reeeived  of  the  ijovernors'havini^  rensoved  the 
i;ui!j)Osv(iei'  from  the  public  ma.^azini',  to  one  «>f  the  kinjfg 
ships  of  war,  ami  oi'hisifi'itatin^jand  usijustifiahle  tJiiviits. 

'i'iie  inliaJ.itants  of  this  i'ounti'y  the^  corii  ued,  conlJ 
not  he stiangei's to  Ihe  many  attempts  in  the  Noi (hern  co- 
lonies .todisannthe  peo|!e.  Rn(!  tlerefiy  depfJNe  them  of 
ihe  only  means  of^'efendint^  their  lives  at»d  property  — 
'i'i  at  the  like  measures  iiad  h'en  generally  recyniniended 
h\  tile  ministry,  and  (hat  the  export  of  powder  fr»mi  Great 
Britain  had  been  prohibited,  they  weli  knew  tVo\n  good 
au<ij)rity.  \  reinoval.  tlien,  of  the  small  stock  which  re- 
mained  in  the  public  ujagazine.  for  the  defence  of  the 
c(»un(,ry,  and  tite  stripping  tiie  guns  of  their  locks,  mnst 
Iiave  been  very  alarming  to  any  people,  who  had  the  smal- 
lest regard  for  their  security.  The  manner  and  time  of 
doinvi'.made  no  stiia'! -!u!dition  to  tfie  general  apprehen- 
sion of  the  {governor's  designs.  The  very  reason  whieh  ho 
La(i  assigned  for  taking  this  step,  they  should  have  suppo- 
se(i.  at  :iny  other  time,  the  most  likely  to  have  directed  a 
Ycrydiff.  tent  conduct.  'I'hcy  should  have  thought  that  a 
well  grounded  apprehension  ofan  insurrection  of  the  slaves 
<oaght  to  have  cailed  forth  the  utmost  exertions  to  sup})ress 
at. 

The  world,  tliey  observed,  would  probably  judge  his 
jnetbod  of  doing  this,  the  least  likely  to  effect  the  desired 
end. 

They saidthatuponmakingenquirythey could  not  find  that 
Use  powder  in  themagazinehadbeenbrought  from  on  board 
the  llippon  or  any  other  man  of  war;  and  they  supposed 
that  he  had  been*  misinformed  since  the  removal  of  the 
powder,  as  that  circumstance  had  not  been  relied  on  in  his 
answer  to  the  address  of  the  corporation  of  Williamsburg  : 
however  this  miglit  be,  they  did  not  conceive  the  case  to 
be  materially  altered. 

THiey  reminded  him  that  !jy  an  ancient  law  of  the  coun- 
try, rnactcd  so  long  ago  as  in  the  thirty  second  year  of  the 
i-eig!)  of  Charles  II.  an  impost  of  one  half  pound  of  new 
g!i:.po\vdcr,  and  tliree  pounds  of  leaden  shot,  or  one  shil- 
ling and  three  pence  sterling,  was  imposed  on  all  ships  or 
vessels  coming  into  the  colony.  In  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  the  impost  of  on^'  shilling  and  three 
pence,  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  had  been  continued,  for 
post  duucs.     It  was  evident  that  this  impost  had  been  in- 
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tended  to  provide  a  proper  stock  of  ammunifion  for  the    CHAP. 
dofeiife  of  Jlie  eonnri'v.  II. 

They  shuI  that  (iiey  hud  examined  the  prodiiee  of  this ■ — g 

fund,  for  «h<-  last  iJiirifen  ,^ears,  um\  fouiul  <hat  it  had 
yiehJed  in  ihat  time  tweulv'eiii^ltt  ihousaiu!,  five  hundred 
and  three  poiirnls.  <hree  «hillin^:;s  arwl  nine  penee  sferiinj*-, 
wliieh  Oil  an  ave>-a.ii;e  amonnUd  to  <'.v«>  (inMisand,  one  huii- 
di'ed  an;)  nineiv  iwn  pounds  eleven  slii!iinj>;s  sterhur^.  per 
annsjnj  ;  and  it  was  ohservahie  thai  for  <he  four  last  vettrs 
it  had  jiefded  eouiiderahlj  more  than  three  thous^nfS 
pounds  i:i  each  year.  They  liieiciore  said  that  it  was  io- 
cumhent  on  the  exeeutive  par!  of  ^^overament  to  have 
provid<Mi,  ironj  sneh  ample  fuml,  every  sp.ti»'s  of  ni-.Iit:ri*v 
stores,  neccAsupy  Tor  the  defeneo  of  the  country.  Bat  ii* 
this  fund  had  heen  apjiropriuted  to  oth«'v  pisvposei*.  aad 
even  if  the  povviier  and  nrms,  in  the  magazine,  had  heea 
procured  from  some  other  s'jurec  they  yet  thoui^ht  that 
theyshfluhl  have  h<'en  suffered  to  remain*  there,  uulil  th» 
exigencies  of  the  country  caih'd  for  tiiem. 

They  tlieu  adverted  to  the  co;amoiio:!s  whi«-h  had  tulieii 
ph\ce  in  William sbTirg,  andinthccomitry  gener.illy,  upon 
the  removal  of  the  powder  fi-om  the  magazine,  aiid  the 
taking  off  the  locks  fn>jn  the  muskets  ;  the  irritation  of 
the  public  mind,  they  ohserved,  had  been  great  ly  increas- 
ed, by  an  account,  from  lhenorthMard,of  tho4?ngag  nscnt 
at  Concord,  which  had  ori.uinatedin  an  armed  force  havip.iij 
been  sent  to  seize  a  provij;cial  unigazjne  ;  this  they  said 
held  out  to  the  people  an  addition  1  pioof  that  the  steps 
"Which  he  (  Dunmore  )  had  taken,  ova<3ea  part  oi*  the  gene- 
ral system  to  render  the  colonies  defenceless  audloenslavo 
them. 

They  expressed  regret  at  tlic  course  which  thcgoverno? 
Jmhis  message  seemed  deferfnined  to  pursue,  as  it  was 
most  likely  that  it  would  revive  the  uneasinesses  of  tha 
people,  and  prevent  the  restoration  of  harmony. 

The  governor,  in  one  of  his  messages,  had  said,  that  if 
he  had  communicated  to  the  house  of  Burgesses,  the 
grounds  of  that  alarm  which  indui;ed  him  to  fly  from  the 
jiietropolis,  he  had  no  right  to  calculate  upon  its  produ- 
cing any  good  effect :  —In  answer  to  this  fhey  said  that 
he  ought  not  to  judge  of  their  diposition  as  to  pualle  aiTiiics, 
irom  their  decliniug  the  civility  which  he  sai<!  h<>  had  he  a 
forward  to  offer  them.  They  did  not  coiueive.  ir.  ited,  no^v 
the  governor  could  think*  of  aduiitfing  to  his  table,  a 
set  of  men,  whom,  together  with  the  wh-de  body  of  tht^ir 
constituents,  he  had  endeavoured  to  paint  in  such  despica- 
ble and  odious  colours. 

With  respect  to  any  commotions  among  tlie  peoplcor 
the  rifling  of  the  magazine,  they  so!e:n  !lvdenii>,|jiaving;;iv. 
en  any  countenance  to  the  one,  or  had  any  participation 
m  the  other.     Again  they  entered  upon  a  detail  of  what 
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CHAP,  really  did  occur  upon  these  occasions,  by  wliicli  it  appear- 
U.        ed,  that  as  private  gentlemen   they   had  discountenanced 

(Si— them  ;  and,  had  they  interfered  in  any  other  way,  (hey  a- 

greed  that  the  governor  Mould  then  have  had  good  reason 
to  charge  them  with  encroaching  upon  his  authority,  and 
the  authority  of  the  executive  government ;  which  he  had 
done  upon  no  better  grounds  than  tlicir  requesting  some 
gentlemen  of  the  town  to  guard  the  magazine;  and  in  this, 
indeed  upon  enquiry,  there  had  been  found  little  worth 
guarding,  as  most  of  the  powder  had  been  removed  or  bu- 
ried, and  all  the  valuable  muskets  despoiled  of  their 
locks. 

With  respect  to  an  assemblage  of  armed  men  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, for  the  avowed  purpose  of  attacking  a  party  of 
the  king's  forces,  and  this'-  with  the  approbation  of  every 
body,"  they  said,  that  they  had  assembled  to  defend  the  ci- 
ty, and  its  inhabitants,  against  an  attack  which  it  had  been 
reported  was  to  have  been  made  upon  it  ;  but  that  they 
had  peaceably  retired  to  their  several  homes,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  correct  information,  that  no  such  attack  was  medi- 
tated The  city,  they  said,  had  again  become  composed 
imtil  the  retirement  oft  he  governor,  m  the  Acad  of  night, 
as  if  he  supposed  any  person  would  have  attempted  to  ob- 
struct his  passage,  or  interfere  with  his  inclinations. 

The  occasion  and  design  of  forming  independent  compa- 
nies at  fust,  and  the  rise  of  volunteer  companies  after- 
wards, they  said  had  already  been  explained  ;  and  if  their 
abolition  was  expected,  that  expectation  could  not  be  fal- 
filled  ;  as  self-preservation,  the  first  law  of  nature,  warned 
them  not  to  throw  the  country  again  into  a  defenceless  si- 
tuation. 

They  said  that  those  who  had  taken  any  of  the  king's 
arms,  were  still  open  to  the  law  ',  but  that  they  themselves 
could  not  interfere  but  by  a  new  act,  which  would  be  ex 
'postfactOf  in  the  most  odious  sense  of  the  words.  This 
they  Conceived  would  be  the  greatest  infringement  of  ono 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  their  constitution.  Such 
a  practice  they  said  might  have  obtained  under  another 
meridian  ;  but  it  was  not  of  American  growth. 

They  repelled  the  charge  of  disloyalty,  and  said  that 
tliey  had  the  sincerest  and  most  active  desire  to  seize  eve- 
ry opportunity  of  establishing  the  freedom  of  their  country 
upon  a  fixed  and "  know  n  foundation,"  and  of  uniting 
themselves  with  their  fellow  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in 
one  common  bond  of  interest  and  affection  But  we  havei  no 
*«  doubts"  say  they,  **  of  what  such  freedom  consists  in  ;  it 
isi  written,  as  with  a  sun-beam,  on  our  hearts."  They 
said  they  were  equally  sensible  of  those  essentials  whieh 
alone  could  admit  them  to  a  participation  of  a  just  piopor- 
tion  of  the  common  interest ;  but  for  the  variety  of  cogent 
reasons,  assigned  in  their  address  in  answer  to  his  speech^. 
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they  «on1d  not  tlew  the  proposal  of  the  House  of  Com-    CTIAP. 
mons,  in  the  same  lij»ht  that  he  did.  }]^ 

Tliey  informed  tlie  j»overnop  that  (he  important  huhi- 
ness  of  the  assembly  had  been  not  a  UtUc  interrupted  , 
by  his  removal  fi'om  the  proper  seat  of  government  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  rejected  his  offer,  that  they  should 
adjourn  to  York-Town,  and  meet  bim  there,  for  tlie  dis- 
patch of  business.  They  reiterated  their  request  that 
the  governor  would  retnni  to  the  palace  ;  but  said  ii  he 
still  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  remain  absent  from 
the  seat  of  government,  they  should  rest  satisiied  ;  con- 
scious that  while  they  had  been  solicitous,  to  do  justice  to 
their  constituents  and  themselves,  tliey  had  not  been  want- 
ing in  the  respect  which  was  due  to  the  representative  of 
their  sovereign. 

This  address  concluded  by  advising  the  governor  not  CommufTa 
to  be  influenced  by  designing  men,  but  toeonsult  Avith  c  tionfr-m 
his  proper  constitutional  council  upon  all  important  sub-  tue  G  vi-r- 
jects.  nor  in  un- 

On  the  20th  the  House  of  Burgesses  received  a  message  ^'''[Y-  *' Z^' f 
from  the    council    accompanied  by  a  paper    containing  ^heHous- 
the  governor's  communication  relative   to  the  arjns.     He  of  Burjjes- 
said  that  experience  h  k1  sliewn  the  insecurity  of  the  pub-  ses  of  tlr-j 
lie  magazine,  and  \.    t  as  the  palace  had  hitlierto  been  le-  ^''^^^• 
spected,  he  thought  it  im;)roper  to  give  any  other  o.-deiN, 
than  that  the  arms  Ijelonging  to  the  king,  v,  Iiich  had    for 
so  many  years  been    lodged    in  the  palace,  might  still  re- 
main there,  and  that  they  should  on  no   account  be  touch- 
ed without  his  express  permission. 

The  House  also  received  a  report  that  to  tl*  joint  ad- 
dress of  the  council  and  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  17 th, 
the  governor  had  sent  an  answer  to  the  council  :  and  tliKt 
to  their  separate  addresses  of  the  same  date  he  had  trans- 
mitted two  written  communications. 

The  papei*s  now  delivered  to  the  House,  stated,  with 
cold  and  reluctant  formality,  that  the  acknowledgement, 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  of  the  high  sense 
which  they  entertained,  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
governor  during  the  late  Indian  expedition,  would,  it  was 
hoped,  though  late^  still  do  credit  to  the  justice  of  the 
House.* 

He  said  that  the  care  and  disposal  of  the  public  stores 
of  ammunition  belonged  exclusively  to  the  kings'  repre- 
sentative :  that  experience  had  shewn  WilliamsbuTg  to  be 


*  In  a  printed  fragment  which  con t  ins  some  ©f  the  cm  respoiv- 
dence  between  Dunmoreandttie  Assembly,  I  find  this  nnte.onihis 
address  :  '*  The  confusion  the  business  had  been  thrown  int-  hy 
his  Lordship's  removal  on  hoard  the  m  m  of  war  retarded  this  adv 
dres^,  aa  well  as  other  matters  ")'  giea^  impcrtancp." 

H     * 
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ClIAl*.    a)i  inipropcf  place  for  the  residence  of  fhc  efovemor  :  alirf> 
II.        tiuit  tiicreforo,  as  he  could  not  attend  to  i(s  pieservatiorr^ 

:_ there,  )io  must  refuse  to  return   tlie  povder  to  the  maga-- 

"•        —  zinc  :  lie  ap;am   asserted  too  that  the  ponder  helonged  tO 
one  of  the  king's  ships. 

lie  said  that  the  nioner  arising  from  the  jkity  on  tonnage 
Lad  been  appropiiated  as,   accordirg  to   his  construction* 
,  the  law  imposing  that  duty  authorised  ;  and  the  charge  of 

inattention  to  the  safety  of  the  country,  in  tlie  cases  either 
of  invasion  or  insurrection,  he  endeavored  to  repel,  Tvith 
6omc  apparent  sensibility. 

To  tlie  request  of  tlie  House  of  Burgesses  that  he  would 

Order  a  certain  quantil\  of  arms,  powjier  and  other  Biiliia* 

ry  stores  to  he  provided,  he  answered  that  wlien  they  had 

complied  with  his  requisitions,  restored  lum  to  tlie  execu* 

tive  power  of  government,  and  satisfied  him  that  the  arnis^ 

powder    and   military    stores,    would    he    employed    no 

o'.Uerwise  tJtan  he  should  direct,  he  should  then  be  hapjij> 

Vi'tih  the  means  they  might  furnisli  him,  to  provide  eveiy 

thing. 

,  Joint  ad-       On  the  21st  the  House  of  Burgesses  took  into  consideraj* 

•  'ressot'.lie  lion    the    preceding    communications  frcm  the  governoi* 

^louso  (,f      yj^^}  {i{\pj.  a  conference  with  the  comicij,  agreed  to  a  joint 

igtssts.    jj(!(]j.^,i^s,^  which  was  drafted  and  presented  by  a  deputatioa 

frcn\  the  comicil,  and  the  House  of  Burgesses. 

They  acknowledged  the  recei];t  of  his  answer  to  theii* 
forr.ier  joint  addi'css.  They  said  that  althcugh  the  arms 
ml,j;hi  he  said  to  belong  to  the  kiny;»  «s  the  supi'cnie  head 
Kfi'  <he  government,  yet  tliey  were  originally  provided,  and 
lii^.d  been«^)reserved  for  the  use  of  the  cpuntry  in  case  off 
emergency. 

•  They  disclaimed  all  intention  to  interfere  with  the  exe* 
cuiive  authority  of  Trhich  they  hoped  their  former  ad^ 
dresses  had  afforded  the  strongest  testimony  ;  but  the 
exposed  situation  of  the  arras  in  the  palace,  subject  to  be 
a])used  to  the  most  destructive  pui-poses,  was  to  them  a 
sulVfCet  of  extreme  alarm.  Decency,  they  said,  had  pre^. 
vented  them  from  placing  a  guartl  over  the  palace,  as 
iliey  had  done  over  the  magazir.e,  and  they  once  more 
eariK^stly  entiTatcd  the  governor  to  order  the  arms  to  be 
removed  to  a  place  of  security. 

They  represented  how  much  ihe  business  of  the  Assen»« 
bly  ]jad  Jbcen  i-etarded  by  the  absence  of  the  governor,  and 
stated  that  there  were  sevei-al  bills  of  the  last  importance? 
to  the  ciountry  then  I'eady  to  be  presented  for  his  assent. 

They  $aid  that  they  had  hitherto  submitted  (o  the  greai 
Jheonvenienee  of  sendiijg  their  members,  twelve  miles,  to 
\vai;  on  the  govenmr,  on  Ijoard  one  of  the  king's  ships  to 
piesoil  their  several  addresses  ;  but  in  presenting  the  hilts 
^>hieh  they  had  passed  at  the  i-apltol,  for  Iii:-i  assent  or  I'^f- 
jcclion,  they  never  C'0ttl4  eorfs^t  to  kjc^  Inin  any  vlvei."©^ 
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^5i&D  ^an  at  the  eapilul  ;  they  tlisreforc  be^rccbeil  liTm  to    CJIVP. 
XeUii'ii  ;  and  as  the  season  requived  their  presence  ut  their         ?[. 

rei-pcctive  homes,  they  hoped  he  Mould  give  tlieiu  a  spee-        

dy  and  idtimate  i*eply.  .      ,  '^. 

On  the  22nd  the  y^overuor  returned  a  slioi-t  and  strunty        ^iovcr- 
answer  to  the  preeedint;,'  address.     He   said  tluU    he  liad  nor's    aji- 
alr<:*udy  deehtred  his  mtentions  Avilh  respeet  to  tlic  arms  swjy.    - 
in  ttie  palaee  ;  that  the  Assembly  were  interierini^  in  an 
uftair  which  did  not  eoneeru  them  ;  and  that  he  should 
like  to  knoAV  to  Avhom  they  alhuled,  when  they  made  use 
of  the  terms  ♦*  ru(U;  invaders,"  in  describing  the  exposeil 
situation  of  tlie  public  arms. 

lie  said  that  the  disorders  among  the  people,  had  driven 
him  to  tlie  necessity  of  changing  his  place  of  residence,  aad 
if  the  Assembly  had  experienced  any  iaeoavenieuce  iVo!a 
it,  he  was  not  chargeable  witli  it.  He  said  that  they  had 
bad  evrey  necessary  and  free  access  to  him  ;  and  eoutcn^i- 
«^1  that  it  was  his  undoubted  right  to  call  the  Assembly  to 
^ny  place  in  the  colony,  whicli  the  exigency  of  the  oceasji.- 
©n  might  require. 

He  said  that  he  had  not  been  made  acq;uainted  with  the 
f^ hole  proceedings  of  the  AssemWy,  and  therefore  he  knev/ 
vf  no  bills  of  importance,  wliich,  (even  if  he  Mere  ijH'iiued 
to  rigk  his  person  among  the  people  again.)  the  Assembly 
iiad  to  present  to  liim,  nor  whetlier  they  were  such  as  he 
could  assent  to. 

On  the  23rd  the  Attorney  General  reported  to  the  House  A  message 
that  he  had  shewn  the  engrossed  bills  and  resolves  to  tlic  ^''^'^'  ■'•'^ 
governor,  who  luul  returned  by  him  a  written  message.         Ciovernor. 

The  governor  refused  his  assent  to  the  bill  for  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  lusiilia, 
lately  di'awii  out  into  actual  j^erviee,  and  for  making  pro- 
vision to  pay  them,  because  it  imposed  a  duty  upon  slaves 
imported  ;  an  attempt  at  wldch  he  said  liad  been  made  be- 
fore by  the  Virginia  Assembly,  and  rejected  by  the  king 
in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign.  He  had  other  objections  to 
the  bill,  whicli,  when  those  objections  A\^rc  removed,  lip 
should  be  happy  to  concur  in,  as  tending  to  reward  tKo 
brave  people  Mho  Mere  tlie  particular  objects  ol^  it.  if 
those  olyections  Mere  not  removed,  all  he  could  do  Moiilil 
be  to  transmit  the  bill  to  the  king,  and  desire  leave  t,o 
assent  to  it  ,*  though  as  it  respected  the  duty  imposed  upon 
imported  slaves,  he  frankly  confessed  he  did  not  expect  t<a 
obtain  it.  ^^ 

He  said  he  saw  no  objection  to  any  other  of  their  hills,  m-^ 

and  therefore  was  ready  to  give  his  assent  to  them,  Mher.-  np- 

evcr  the  House  might  desire  it.  1*^^" 

He  requested  that  if  they  had  any  other  bills  ready,  they 
Irtight  be  sent  to  him  iu  the  same  nianncp.  as  he  Mi  lied  to 
pass  them  altogether  :  and  he  also  aski'd  for  a  <;opy  oi'tlig 
journals  of  the  Houst>  before  the  linjc  v,:i3  fixed  ior  pi^o, 
;tiijg;  the  bills. 


IjQ- 


-ors 
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CHAP.        Tlie  House  addressed  the  goveraor  in  reply  ft)  this  mes- 

IL        sage.     They  said  they  coiild  not  express  tlieir   concern  at 

Ills  iinding  any  difficuhy  in  assenting   to  this   bill,  vhich 

'™^'  '-  had  niei  >vith  the,  approbatioi)  of  tlie  other  tv.  o  brancl;es  of 

the  legislature.     They  said  that  the  services  of  those  brave 

Reply  of  people  had    been  sensibly   felt  and  warmly  recommended 

^^o  ^°"^^  to  their  particular  attention,  by  the  governor  himself,  and 

ef,"'^^^'  that  they  had  seized  this,  the  first  opportunity  >\hich  had 

oifered,  of  making  them   all  the   compensation    in  their 

power,   for   their   honorble    toils  and   dangers  in   >var  ; 

that  upon  considering  the  subject   they  found  that  thi3 

could  only  be  effected  by  a  speedy  emission  of  pap<;r  mo-* 

ney — the  scarcity  of  cash  in  the  country  being  so  great. 

They  said  that  they  could  not  perceive  any  tiling  in  the 
bill  which  contravened  any  law  or  royal  instruction  ;  and 
bis  other  objeciions  to  the  bill  they  seemed  to  remove  with 
etjual  facility. 

In  order  to  support  the  credit  of  their  paper  currency, 
It  w  as  necessary  to  establish  a  fund  ade^juate  to  its  redemp- 
tion ;  among  othei-s  they  had  supposed  a  duty  of  ten  per 
cent  on  imported  slaves  would  be  the  least  burdensome  to 
the  people  ;  they  had  never  known  that  such  a  duty  had 
been  objected  to  by  the  king,  but  had  always  understood 
that  a  duty  niJl  exceeding  ten  per  cent  w  ould  be  agreeable 
to  him.  The  iive  pounds  per  poll,  on  slaves  imported  f  ;om 
the  West  Indies,  was  intended  to  prevent  the  many  frauds 
which  had  been  practised  to  avoid  tlie  payment  of  any  duty 
ou  such  shi^  es,  and  amounted  to  no  more  than  ten  per  cent 
valueing  them  at  the  moderate  average  of  fifty  i>ouuds 
cui'rent  money  of  Vit'ginia^ 

They  said  they  were  pleased  to  find  that  he  approved  of 
the  other  bills  and  resolves  ;  and  still  hoped  (hat  upon  re- 
coasideriug  the  subject,  he  Avould  alter  his  opinion  respect- 
ing the  militia  bill  which  they  had  mueli  at  heart. 

They  had  before,  in  conjunction  with  the  council,  inti- 
mated to  the  governor  the  necessity  of  a  recess  at  this 
season  of  the  ,vear,  when  their  harvests  demanded  their 
attention  at  home  ;  they  noAV  enti'catcd  him  to  meet  them 
at  the  capitol,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  assent  to  such 
bills  and  resolves  as  he  approved  of.  They  hoped  he  did  not 
still  entertain  any  groundless  fears  that  his  person  could 
be  in  danger  ;  but  if  he  was  still  under  that  strange  inilu- 
cnce,  they  w  ould  pledge  their  honours  and  every  thing 
held  sacred  among  men  for  his  complete  security.  If  how- 
ever he  still  declined  complying  with  their  wishes,  they 
requested  that  he  would  grant  his  commission  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  council  to  give  his  assent  to  such  bills  and  re-^ 
solves  as  were  presented  to  him  and  approved  of  by  the  go- 
^ernor. 

M-  As  it  had  been,  customary  for  the  governors  to  signify 
letiejr  pleasure  as  to  ac^youi'iyiiejils,  they  requested  that  he 


■<^on\^\o  at  the  same  time,  express  his  approbation  <hat  they    CHAP. 
ahoMld  adjourn  <o   sojne  day  in  OetoUer  when   tliey  could        II. 
h^  heJkM*  spared  from  home,  and  the  sickly  season   wonhl 
probably  be  over.     They  did  not,  they  said,  desire  to  take  '" 

tilings  out  of  their   old  channel. 

They  conchuled  by  observinj^  that  they  did  not  wisli  to 
conceal  any  thing  contained  in  their  Jourtrals  from  liiiii, 
although  his  request  was  an  unusual  oae,  but  that  a  eoni- 
plete  transcript  of  them  at  that  time  was  inipractiealjle  ; 
lio'Aever,  they  ordered  all  suehof  their  proceedings  as  htul 
been  printed  to  be  immedialely  forwarded  to  hi  Mi. 

On  the  2ith  the  governor   rciurned  a  written  answer  to      TheG*^ 
the  above  address  of  the  House  of  Bui-gesses.  ^'^'"I^  .^ 

He  said  that  as  they  incumbered  the  l)il!,  for  tlie  ])ay-  '''**'" '^•" 
znent  of  the  troops,  employed  in  the  lale  Indian  expediti- 
on, with  an  imposition,  to  which,  they  knew,  he  could  not 
assent,  and  omitted  a  form  with  a^ lileli,  they  had  been  told 
he  could  not  dispense,  no  blame  sliould  attach  to  him,  be- 
cause it  did  not  now  pass  iiito  a  law.  He  content  el  hiiji^ 
self  with  referring  to  the  reasons,  which  he  had  yesterday 
assigned  them,  upon  these  points, 

fie  said  that  the  >\ell  grounded  causes  which  had  indu* 
ced  him  so  believe  his  person  not  safe  in  Willlamsbuj-g, 
had  daily  increased  and  that  therefore  he  could  not  meet 
them  at  the  capitol,  but  that  <{n  oMonday  lie  should  be  rou"^ 
dy  to  recei\  e  them,  at  12  o'clock,  at  his  then  residence, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  fvsscnt  to  such  acts  as  he 
should  approve  of. 

Although  the  convenience  of  tfie House,  he  said,  ^vould 
always  be  a  strong  mot!\o  to  de«ei*mine  him,  as  to  the  time 
ol  their  meeting  oi*  a<\joijnuue!it,  yet  he  thou;.^ht  it  neces- 
sary, from  an  expression  in  their  aildres:^;,  that  they  did  not 
wish  to  take  things'  out  of  their  old  channel,  as  if  tcey 
possessed  the  power  to  do  so,  to  assert  the  right  of  the 
erown,  to  adjourn,  prorougue,  dissolve,  or  assendde  theia 
as  the  governor  of  t  lie  colony  thouglit  fit  ;  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, mean  to  oppose  their  present  request  of  being  ad- 
jouruod. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  message  the  House  immediate- 
ly resolved  themselves  into  a  coiiiiaittee  of  the  whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  «!ie 
colony,  and  tlie  governor's  answer  to  their  address  of  the 
33d.  * 

The  committee  reported  that  they  had  taken  into  their    TJeport  ct^ 

most  serious  consideration,  the  unhappy  state  of  the  eolon,^  ^'if    f"^- 

and  considering  the  many  obsti'uctions  given  to  the  due  and  ni>"ee  up- 
1  •'   J.  «  ,1       .  ,      /'i      .  1  !•        on  the  Go» 

regular  prosecutmn  ot  the  important  business  depending  veinors' 

before  the  General  Assembly,  by  the  goverrjor,  in  fii'st  re-   answer 

moving  from  the  palace   on  board  one  of  the  king's  ships, 

whereby  a  free  access  to  him,  and  that  necessary  intercourse 

between  hian  Jiud  the  other  two  branches  of  the  leg|5jlalurcj 
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CHAP,  ha^l  been  in  a  great  measure  cut  off  :  coti'^idenag  t^t  fre 
II.  liad  witlistoo  I  lae  repeated  intreaties  of  lie  Cjaneil  and 
iioiise  of  Biu*^esscs,  to  return  to  the  seat  of  his  govern- 
"'^^■■^^=*  iicnt,  and  having  on  that  day  received  such  an  answer  from 
him,  as,  wlien  compared  witli  his  different  niess.iges,  and 
other  parts  of  his  conduct,  convinced  theoi  of  his  (letermi- 
nation,  not  to  do  anv  thing  that  should  'oe  advantasjeous  to 
llie  colony,  and  particularly  to  the  inhulntantj*  on  thefroa* 
tiers,  by  requiring  the  House  to  attend  him  onboard  the 
Fovvey  man  of  war,  in  order  to  present  sirclj  bills  as  are  now 
ready  for  his  assent ;  thought  it  a  duty  highh"  incumbent  oa 
tlieni,  far  themselves  and  the  Miiole  body  of  their  constitu- 
enLs,  10  make  several  resolves,  in  maintenance  of  their  Just 
rights  and  privileges,  and  in  hopes  of  removing  those  preja- 
dices,  which  had  already  been,  and  might  again  be  attempt- 
e<l,  to  be  excited  in  tlie  bi'casts  of  their  sovereign,  and  of 
their  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain  : — They  then  presen- 
ted their  i-esolulioiis,  which  were  agi'eed  to,  without  a  dis^ 
seating  voice,  and  were  as  follows.  j 

Hesoluti-  *'  Ke^olvedf  nemine  conlradiceute,  That  liis  Lordship's. 
dns  there-  message,  requiring  this  House  to  attend  him  on  board  one 
tipan.  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War,  is  a  high  breach  of  the  Rights 

and  Priviledges  of  this  House. 

*'  Resolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  the  unreasona- 
ble delays  thrown  into  the  proceedings  of  this  House  by 
the  governor,  and  his  evasive  'answers  to  the  sincere  and 
decent  addresses  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  give  us 
great  reason  to  fear  that  a  dangerous  attack  may  be  racr 
ditated  against  the  unhappy  people  of  this  colony ;  it  is 
thei'efore  our  opinion  that"  they  prepare  for  the  preserva- 
tion  of  theip  property,  and  their  inestimable  riglits  and  li- 
berties, \nth  the  greatest  care  and  attention. 

"  Resolved^  nemine  conircidiccntCi  That  we  do  and  will 
bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  most  gracious  sove- 
reign George  the  TJiird,  our  only  lawful  and  rightful  kmg 
— that  we  will  at  all  tunes,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and 
at  the  risque  of  our  lives  and  properties,  maintain  and  de- 
fend his  government,  in  this  colony,  as  founded  on  the  es- 
tablished laws  and  principles  of  the  constitution. 

♦<  Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  it  is  our  most 
earnest  desire  to  preserve  and  strengthen  those  bands  of 
amity  with  all  our  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  which 
are  so  very  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  hai)piness  of 
both  countries. 

*'  Uesolved,  nemine  contradicenle.  That  it  is  with  the 
deepest  cwieern  we  find  ourselves  deprived  of  an  opportuni- 
ty oif  making  immediate  provision  for  those  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  so  nobly  defended  this  country  against 
the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  unless  Ave  would  sacrifice 
their  own,  and  the  inestimable  Riglits  and  Privileges  of  all 
other  inhabitants  of  this  colony  j  tbatjw  we  Have  ^Ire^y 


CndegTopeJ  to  make  the  nios.  tmiole  provisfon  ftr  this  ne.    CHAP. 
€c&sai\  pui-pose,  so  will  we  gladly  seize  evevv  opnoiiimit;  ?l. 

aiFoided  us  for  doing  the  utmost  justice  to  those  brave  men 
au(i  ali  other  public  creditors."  ^""  ' 

The  House  then  adopted  a  resolution  appointing  com- 
Diissionei's  to  ratify  the  treaty  concluded  Mitli  the  Ohio 
Tndiiuis,  and  appropriated  tAvo  thousand  poun<ls  to  ckfray 
the  expences  of  the  mission.  1  his  resolution  was,  at  the 
same  time,  agreed  to,  by  the  council. 

They  like^vise  adopted  another  resolution,  appointing  * 

other  comnussioners,  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the  miliua, 
lately  di^aAvn  out  into  actual  service  ;  and  then  the  Hoijse 
adjourned  to  the  12th  of  October :  on  tliat  da;> ,  37  mem- 
bers only  appearing,  which  was  not  a  sufficient  number 
to  proceed  to  business,  they  adiourned  to  the  iirst  Thurs-  ^^^ehousfe 
day  in  the  succeeding  March  '76.  On  the  7tb  March  gg  adjourn 
only  3:^  members  appeared  ;  who  adjourned  to  the  first 
Monday  in  May.  On  Monday,  the  6th  of  iVIay,  several 
members  met,  "  but  did  neither  proceed  to  business,  nor 
adjcurn,  as  a  House  of  Burgesses.'** 

Thus  terminated  the  last  and  most  important  session 
nf  the  Virginia  Assembly  which  was  lield  under  the  regal 
government. 

The  constant  gratitude  of  the  American  people,  v.ill 
through  evei^  succeeding  generation,  be  always  due  to  % 
this  assembly  of  enlightened  patriots.  Virginia  had  been, 
ever  foreniost  in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  ^olon'es, 
and  resisting  the  oppressions  of  the  mother  country  :  on 
this  accoimt,  therefore,  U'ore  than  from  the  strength  of 
her  population,  or  the  extent  of  her  territoiy,  she  ran'.ed 
as  the  first  member  among  the  I  nited  Colonies  :  and  had 
ber  Assembly,  upon  this  occasion,  have  accepted  of  :'ny 
partial  terms  of  accommodation,  favorable  to  themselves 
alone,  and  in  exclusion  of  the  rights  of  the  other  colonies, 
or  had  (hey  been  less  firm  in  repelling  the  aggressions  of 
the  governor,  or  less  able  in  defending  their  own  liberties^ 
<he  cause  of  Americpn  InOepciulence  mijjrht  probabh  bav© 
terminated  verv  ''iflirer.^iT from  what  it  actun"'-  did. 


•  Extract  frtJni  the  Jctim-als. 
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Vntious  to  their  sepamtion,  the  members  as^ree  to  meet  in 
Coiivention.^.Manii  volunleer  companies  arrive  at  mU 
liamtburg^Said  to  have  been  xvell  disciplined.— Convert'^ 
lion  meet  at  Richmond— Theiv  proceedinss—Custoin- 
Bouse  at  Hampton,  Robbed— Reprisals  made  on  the  piMie 
money  at  IViliiamsburg— Proceedings  of  the  Convention 
continued —The  Baptists  address  the  Convention— Fur ^ 
ther  proceedings  of  the  Convention-^Mlack  on  Jcmes^ 
T,wn—JS*ew  repulse  at  that  place— ^J^air  in  Princest^ 
Anne, 

CHAFTER  III. 


Aftei-  the  AssemMy  liad  adjourned,  the  delegates  previa 
oils  K)  heir  se^iuration.  iigreed  (o  meet  in  convention,  oo 
thelTthot'Julv,  atllifhmond.  .1       j 

Whether  the  preceding  correspondence  be    eonsiderea 
?/^i!Ca'  as  a  hu\i\  exposition  of  the  causes  which  led  to  t  he  de/er- 
nal^n   'the   mined  opposition  ofyiri;inia,  to  the  tyranieal  proeeed.nss 
m  nbevs      of  the  p.irent  state,  or  in  a  more  enhiri;ed  pomt  oi  view, 
ag'  fc  to       ^j  ^„  .^j,jp  defence  oi'  the  general  principles  ot  political  Ii- 
mee  incon-   ^^^^^^^  j  cannot  imagine  that  the  reader  will  think  his  pati- 
^^""'"'        enee  has  been  abused,  by  the  number  of  pages,  which  have 
been  devoted  to  the  narration  of  the  transactions  that  oc- 
curred during  this  short,  but  memorable  session,  of  tlio 
last  Bcgal  Sssemblij  which  ever  sat  ^n  >»'S»"»^-  ^^.„. 
P,vn^rati-       Towards  the  last  of  June  t  he  inhabitants  of  Wilhams- 
Tus?  r  de-  burg  assembled  at  the  Court  House,  and  agreed  to  request 
fe  cein        the'Con>ention,  when  they  should  meet,  to  send  a  rein- 
xht  Lower  f„,.cement  of  about  250  men,  to  be  stationed  in  that  town 
country.      ^^..^^^   ^j^^  company  belonging  to  it.     It  was  also  thought 
desirable,  at  the  time,  that  the  other  towns,  in  the  lower 
country,  should    be  provided  and  guarded  in  the  same 
manner,  so  as  to  concentrate  their  forces  with  celerity,  at 
any  apprehended  point  of  attack.     These  proceedings  took 
place  in  consequence  of  an  alarm,  which  had  been  excited 
by  a  report,  that  the  British  were  about  to  send  troops  to 

the  colony.  .  •     r        -> 

*  During  the  month  of  July,  volunteer  eompames  from  a 
TSTanyvo-  ^,  number  of  counties  continued  to  arrive  at  Williams- 

^^..  bui-g:  Those  from  Hanovr, .  Henrico,  Sussex.Chesterfield, 
arH^nr  Cai-oline  and  Cuna">erlam5.  arrived  the  earliest  ;  their 
MiUiauib-  numhirs  wrreab'uif  ZV,\].  disprseii  into  seven  companies. 
^^^'S'  Soon  after  arrived  the  volunieevs  from  Spotsylyania,  King 
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George,  Albemarle,  James  City,  Surry,  Louisa  and  9taf-    CHAP. 
,  ford  ;  and  in  Jlie  Jaftvr  (lait  of  the  month.  <•.)•, n»anies  of  in-       Hi, 
fanr.ry  arrived  from  Southampton  and   Charles  City      All  _ 
the«e  are  said  to  have  been    well   equi|)ped»  and   to  have  =  "» 

perf  Fined  their  iijilitary  evolutions  with  a  skill  and  pre-     SaiUto 
cision  far  heyonci  what  might  uave  been  expected  from  raw  have  beea 
troops.  well  auci- 

Dunmore,  who  had  convoyed  his  lady  as  faras  the  capes,  Pl»»ed« 
on  her  return  to  Eu^^land,  ajjain  resumed  his  former  stati- 
on, off  York- Fown,  in  the  Fowey  man  ol  war. 

At  this  time,  also,  a  vessel  which  had  been  loaded  at 
Suffolk,  with  a  large  quantity  of  i)rovisioas.  was  ?aken  by 
some  of  the  tenders,  and  conveyed  to  Bostoa,  for  the  use 
of  the  British  arsijy  and  navy. 

Captain  M'Cartney,  of  the  ship  Mercurv,  having  left 
New-York,on  the  1st,  arrived  and  anchored  off  York  To  wo 
on  the  11th.  This  vessel  came  to  relieve  the  Fowey,  which 
sailed  on  the  14th  in  company  with  the  Otter  ;  the  latter 
bound  on  a  cruise  ;  the  former,  after  landing  Dunmore  at 
Portsmouth,  was  to  proceed  to  Boston,  witli  Captain  Fov. 
of  the  British  Artillery.  ^ 

A  party  of  troops,  which  had  marched  from  Williams- 
burg on  the  lith,  were  now  encamped  near  York-Town  ; 
probably  with  a  view  to  protect  the  country  from  maraud- 
ing parties  of  British  seamen. 

About  this  time,  "  The  two  Sisters,"  Captain  Maxwell, 
arrived  in  James  river,  and  brought  intelligence,  that  a- 
bout  forty  sail  of  transports  were  in  the  British  Channel, 
when  she  left  it,  about  the  16th  of  May,  destined  for  Ire- 
land,  in  order  to  take  in  troops  for  America. 

On  Monday  the  17th  of  July,  the    convention  met  at     J«Iy  ^7. 
Richmond,  according  to  appointment.  They  immediately  C"">^"ti- 
proeeeded  to  make  active  preparations  to  resist  the   com-  r"c"i  ^01? 
mon  enemy.  They  resolved  to  embody  3000   men,  exclu    Thei!  prj- 
sive  of  officers,  and  three  troops  of  cavalry,  for  the  service  ceed.ngs. 
of  the  lower  country.  Two   compariies  of  100  men  each, 
were  to  be  stationed  at  Pittsburg ;  another  company,  of 
100  men, at  Point  Pleasant;  twenty  five  men  at  Fort  Fin- 
castle,  at  the  mouth  of  Wheeling ;  and  100  men  at   proper 
posts  m  the  county  of   Fincastle  :  These,  as  their    local 
destmations  bespeak,  were  for  thc^  protection  of  the  Sciit?i- 
Western  frontiers,  from  the  inroads  of  the  savages;   and 
John  Nevil  with  his  cpmpany  was  commanded  to  take  pos- 
session of  Fort  Pitt.  It  was  resolved  that  a  company  of  mi- 
nute men  should  also  be  raised  in    each    county;  to    be 
trained  to  arms,  ealle<l  out  on  any  emergency ;  and  allow- 
ed full  pay  when  on  duty, 

A<?cording  to  a  recommendation  of  the  general  con- 
gress,  about  sixty  yoimg  gentlemen  were  to  be  sent  from 
Virginia,  to  serve  39  cadets,  under  General  Washington, 
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commanitiiig  tlie  army  bel'ore  Boston.  I  tin  not  find  it 
rlientiont^'  h^  wuoai  tlu-v  \Yei'e  lobe  sent,  or  lioM  lliey 
wert*  10  be  selec»t;d  ;  the  plan,  liowever,  was  admirably  a- 
ilapted  to  tlie  purjiose  oitrahiiug  skilful  officers. 

Some  British  sailors  liavinj^  robbed  the  (.Custom  Uouse« 
'at  Hampton,  of  about  (.UOO,  a  purtj'  of  vohnueers  assem- 
bled in  AViiliauisburg,  and  made  reprisals  upon  the  fol- 
lowing sums  of  money — l.obO  from  the  ReeeiYer's  and 
Auditor's  ofiiees  ;  f.514.  ±^  from  the  Post  Uffiee  ;  and 
aboul  I.IOOO  from  tbe  Naval  Uffiee,  of  1  he  upper  di&iriet 
of  James  liiver — maiving  a  tolal  amount  ot  ll67v  1*. 
When  (lie  Wjiliamsburg  volunteers  informed  tire  conven- 
tion of  this  transaction,  they  expressed  their  disappmba- 
tionofitjand  tbe  parties  concerned  acknowledged  that 
Ihey  had  acted  in  a  precipitate  manner;  and  that  they 
should  not  have  adopted  any  measures  of  hostility  with^ 
cut  first  consulting,  and  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the 
Coiivenuon;but.ldonot  any  wiiere  find  thai  the  money  was 
lestorcd.  '^I'he  convention  had  prohibited  the  exportation 
ofgruin,  and  all  kinds  of  provisions  ait<r  the  5th  of  August, 
ivbich  was  subsequently  rescindwl,  isi  consequence  ot  ihe 
refusal  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  eo  operate  with  Vir- 
ginia in  this  measure.  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  convention,  the  Williamsburg  volunteers  seized  a  ves- 
sel, outward  bound,  loaded  with  bread  and  Hour. 

They  had  not  then  beiird  tiiat  the  prohibition  was  with- 
drawn. The  vessel  w  as  released  ;  but  the  convention  ap- 
plauded the  zeal  of  the  volunteers.  The  Borough  of  Nor- 
folk petitioned  against  this  prohil.ition,  as  iniurious  to  the 
merchants  and  traders  ;  the  convention  resolved  the  peti- 
tion to  be  **imlecfnt." 

They  resolved  that  all  persons,  accepting  of  any  office 
of  profit,  under  the  crown  of  (ireat  Britain,  should  be  dis- 
qualified iVom  being  a  deputy  from  Virginia  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress;  from  holding  a  seat  in  the  State  conven- 
tion ;  in  the  General  Committee  of  Safety  ;  or,  in  any  of 
the  County  Committees. 

They  then  proceeded  to  apuoint  deputies  to  represent 
them  in  the  ^General  Congress  of  the    United  Colonies. 

The  following  persons  were  elected,  and  tlic  ballot,  up- 
on the  journals,  stands  thus. — 

For     Peyton  Eaiwlolph  -  S9, 

Richard  ilenry  Leo  •   -  -       88, 

'^I'liOHias  Jeflerson  -  85, 

B(  j.jamin  Harrison  -  -        S3, 

Tbonras  ^kelson  66, 

Richard  Bland  -  .         61, 

■Cieorge  WyMic  .  58, 

It  vas  resolved  that  any  four  of  these  slionld  he  a  suifis 
eiei;t  umuberto  reprerent  the  colony. 

l>ichr.rd  Bland  having  resigned,  Frar.cis  Lighlfoot  Lx^p' 
was  appointed  to  supply  the  vaenncy. 
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The  convention  now  proceeded  to  make  a  seTeeUon  of   C'^AP. 
(he  officers  lo  commund   the  troops  aluiut    to  (k-   raised.        HI. 

They  appointed    Patriek   Henry  to    command    the   first 

re;;iinent ;  Thomas  Nelson   to  he  colonel  of  the  second  == 

regiment  ;  and  William  Woodford  of  the  third  ;  hut  iVel- 
son  resii^nin^,  Woodford  was  appointnl  to  command  (he 
second,  Williani  Christian  was  apppoiated  lientena'nt  colo- 
nel to  the  first  rcj^iment  ;  tMiarles  Scott,  lo  the  scrond  ; 
Francis  Eppes.  major  to  the  first  rcgimeni  ;  Alexander 
Si'o;swood,  to  the  second;  and,  Thomas  BuUit,  adjutant 
general. 

It  appearing  to  the  convention,  that  only  ib  1-2  harrcH 
of  gunpowder  had  been  talien  out  of  the  magazine  at 
Williamsburg,  by  Dunmore  ;  of  the  f.330  exacted  by  Pa- 
trick Henry,  from  the  Receiver-General,  they  retained 
only  Lli2  -  10s,  deeming  that  sum  a  sufficient  indemnifi- 
cation, and  directed  the  treasurer  to  return  the  balance. 

Those  christians,  denominated  Baptists,  addressed  tlie  ^^^J^  ^^Vr 
convention  in  a  patriotic  style.     They  stated  that  their  j^',ess*the 
religious  tenets  did  not  prevent  them  from  figliting  in  Conven- 
defence  of  their  country ;  and  that  their  Pastors   woi^ld  tign 
promote  the  enlistment  of  the  youth  of  that  per^ua^ion. 
The  convention  returned  a  complimentary  reply,  and  di- 
rected   that   Sectarians    should    have  the    priviledge    of 
performing  divine  service,  to  th'Mr  respective  adjierents 
ju  the  array,  equally  with  the  "ea:'ilai'  Chaplains  of  the 
established  church.     The  Baptists  haVe  cH)ntinued,  to  this 
day,  among  the  firmest  supporters  of  liberty. 

The  Convention  receiving  inielligenfe  tha^  Dunmore 
meditated  an  attack  upon  Williamsburg,  recommended 
it  to  the  committee  of  that  city,  and  the  co.nmiltees  of 
the  adjacent  counties,  to  repel  force  by  force. 

The  Convention  finally  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
a  general  committee  of  safety:  They  were,  eleven  in 
number  and  composed  of  the  following  persons— Edmund 
Pendleton,  George  Mason,  John  Page,  Richard  Bland, 
Thomas  Ludweli  Lee,  Paul  Cariington,  Dudley  Digges, 
"William  Cabell,  Carter  Braxton,  James  Mercer,  and 
John  Tabb. 

This  committee  were  instructed  to  provide  a  magazine, 
in  an  eligible  situation  ;  commissions,  to  military  ofacers 
•^vere  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  committee  ;  l^ich- 
mond  was  resolved  upon,  as  the  next  place  for  the  meeting 
of  the  convention  ;  and  this  most  respectable  and  patriotic 
assembly  then  closed  their  session. 

The  Convention  had  done  away  every  tiling,  of  which  P^ncecil- 
the  situation  of  the  colony  admitted,  to  procure  arms  •^;'^^'^;;;;' 
and  ammunition  for  the  troops  which  it  had  been  resolved  coiuix.  led ' 
to  raise. 

They  recommended  to  .the  Chairmen  of  the  difterent 
county  coramittees,  to  collect  all  the  saltpetre  and  sulphcr, 
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CHAP,   ^hiob  could  be  procured,  and  they  enjoined  individuafs  to 
111         deliver  up  such  portions  as  might  be  on  hand,  resei^ng 
■^  only  what  might  be  wanted  for  medicinal  purposes  ;  inese 

~' '  collections  and  contrihutions  were  to  be  paid  £or  at  the 
public  expence.  Money,  due  by  fines,  imposed  by  courts 
martiah  were  also  recommended  to  the  different  commit- 
tees, to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  arms  and  am« 
munition. 

A  census  of  the  population  of  the  colony  was  reconj- 
mended  to  be  taken ;  distinguishing  ages,  sexes,  and 
colors  ;  and  a  return  to  be  forwarded  to  the  President  of 
tlie  Convention,  w»io  would  certify  the  same  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Collections  of  money  were  recommended  to  be  mvif'e, 
in  the  different  counties,  for  the  pur<;ha9e  of  gunpowder, 
lead,  flints  and  cartridge  paper,  in  order  that  the  \  hole 
colony  might  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing,  \i\  ilu-.^e 
resjieets,  and  a  return  to  be  made  to  the  next  Convent  ion,- 
Certain  merchants,  and  others,  natives  ot  Great  Britaia» 
but  residents  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition  to  the  Con- 
vention during  this  session. 

They  declared  their  attachment  to  the  colony,  and  its 
cause,  and  their  willingness  to  join  in  all  measures  of 
def'  nee,  except  aerually  bearing  arms  against  those  who 
migid  he  their  nearest  relatives. 

They  requested  that  a  line  of  conduct  misht  be  pres<^rihed 
to  them,   by  which  they  might  continue  useful  members  of 
^  the  community,  without  being  obliged  to  shed  the  blood 

of  their  countrymen. 

This  petition  was  deemed  reasonable  by  the  Convention  ; 

and  they  recommended  to  the  several  county  committees, 

to  protect,  and    to  treat    with    lenity   and  friendship,  all 

those  persons,  who  did  not  shew  themselves  inimical  to 

the  common  cause  of  America. 

August.  The  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  and  its  neighbourhood,  were 

at  this  time  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  consequence  of 

theelopement  of  their  slaves.     This  luckless  race  of  men 

could,  indeed,   scarcely    change   their   situation   for  the 

"worse  ;   and  being  deluded  by  vain    anticipations,    they 

sought  to  be  eolJsted  on  board  the  British  Men  of  "War, 

in  the  hope  of  obtaining  their  comparative  freedom  :   But 

they  were  not  received,  and  assurances  were  given  to  the 

inhabitants,  that  their  resort  to  the  British  Navy  would  be 

discountenanced.     In  consequence  of  this,  a   deputation 

from  the  Common  Hall  of  Norfolk,  returned  the  thanks  of 

'  the  Corporation    to  Captain  Mac  Carfney,  and  Captain 

Squires,  for  their  conduct  towards  the  fugitive  slaves  of 

that  town,  and  the  circumjacent  counties. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  month,  lord  Dunmore,  who  had 
recently  taken  up  his  residence  on  board  the  ship  William, 
received  a  reinforcement  of  about  sixty  men,  who  had 
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•   arrived  in  the  sloop  Tender,  from  St.  Augustine.    These    CHAP. 
Jh^-  maintained  as  a  body  guard.    He    also  seized   three       III. 
ships  at  Norfolk  ;  these  were  private  property.  _ 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  the  Convention  publisli-  '"^ 

ed  a  formal  declaration.  They  go  over  the  facts  whicli  septem*. 
have  been  already  detailed  They  say  that  a  causeless  and  ber. 
hasty  dissolution  of  the  general  Assembly,  drove  the  re- 
jM'esentative  body  to  the  unhappy  dilemma  of  either  saeri- 
ficiriij  the  most  essential  interests  of  their  constituents,  or 
of  meeting  in  general  Convention,  to  assert  and  preserve 
thftm.  *•  What,*' say  they,  "  could  be  expected  of  this 
country  ?  That  we  should  sit  supinely  down,  and  suffer 
the  views  and  machinations  of  an  arbitrary  relentless  mi- 
nistry to  be  carried  into  execution,  without  opposition  or 
control  ?  The  justice  due  to  this  community,  every 
•;  motive  to  public  virtue,  conspire  in  forbidding  it.'*-^ 
'"  The  Convention  also  appointed  a  committee  of  safety — 
invested  with  ample  but  not  unlimited  powers — Their  • 
nature  and  extent  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  from  their 
proceedings. 

This  committee  might  be  considered  as  a  temporary  ex- 
ecutive, for  carrying  into  effectual  oiieratiou  the  ordinances 
of  the  Convention  for  the  protection  6f  the  colony, 

AI)out  this  time  a  severe  tempest  is  described  as  having 
occasioned  the  shipwreck  of  many  vessels,  and  the  loss  of 
many  lives.  Amongst  others,  the  Otter  sloop  of  War, 
commanded  by  capt.  Squires,  was  cast  away  on  Back  ri- 
vei",  near  Hampton,  and  burnt  by  the  neighboring  people- 
Squires  escaped. 

Intelligence  of  the  diabolical  designs  of  the  British  mi- 
nistry, to  spirit  up  the  red  savage  of  the  wilderness  to  at- 
tack the  western  frontier  of  Virginia,  was  now  made  pub- 
lic;  it  was  published  as  a  report;  but  subsequent  events 
confirmed  it.  Agents  were  appointed,  and  furnished  with 
large  sums  of  money  to  distribute  among  the  Indians.— ~ 
And  as  the  names  of  these  agents  deserve  to  be  *'  damned 
to  everlasting  fame,"  CamphelU  *3.bbot  and  frent,  stand 
upon  record,  as  the  men.  Each  furnished  v/ith  f.4<0,000  ; 
the  Canadian  Indians  the  destination  of  the  first  ;  those  on 
the  Ohio,  of  the  second  ;  and  the  third,  it  would  seem,  was  • 
to  act  according  to  his  discretion. 

In  consequence  of  the  burning  of  the  Otter  sloop  of  war, 
and  the  seizure  of  a  few  trifling  articles  which  were  on 
board,  Captain  Squires  addressed  a  letter  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  town  of  Hampton,  informing  them  that  they 
should  be  responsible  for  the  same  ;  this  threat  reaching 
"Williamsburg,  100  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  lu- 
des,  marched  from  that  place  for  the  protection  of  Hamp- 
ton— Squires  not  attempting  to  execute  his  threat,  this 
bo  ly  of  troops  returned  ;  but  it  was  thought  propiu*  to  re- 
place them,  soon  after,  by  tho  ii!io  nujnbcr  uadcL*  Major 
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Sentem- 

tsr. 


CH\P.    Eppps.    The  regulars  wei-o  now  alsouotined.  by  Patritdi 
III.     ,  lipnp;^^,  (0  iTiuWzvous  within  two  milips^or  M' 11  liair/ slung. 

Tin  last  ut' this  niontli  the  <'ont«uifter*  of  s;'.r<t>  a<\joufn- 

edfrotii  iIano>er  lowu  to    W  iMiamsi)uifi:.  lot    the    nore 

convenient  despatch  of  husinests  ;  previously,  howevev.  it 
was  reconnucsMleu  to  the  County  toniniittt^es  t(;  •lire*  t  the 
coiiintissaries  or  eontraetors,  in  each  dishi<t.  to  pviv'sie 
tints,  kettles,  canteens,  drums,  fifes,  and  a  stami  of  cpiovs, 
Mv'v h  tiie  followrng  motto — on  one  side 
«*  VIHGIMA,  FOR  CONS  J 1  TUTfOlV  AL  LlIiFRTY/-» 
ajid  on  the  other  side   the  ssame  of  the  distii;  t. 

lleguliir  troops  continued   to   arrive  at   AVillian*shnrg ; 

three  companies  reaehir.p;  that  place,  in  the  bej;inning  of 

Qci-i^hev.      this  month.      t  heKin;^  an'i  Queen  company  of  minute  ii».en 

were  marched  to  Ilanjpton    where  thcj'   veve  to  be   sta- 

tione<l  lor  some  time. 

A  vessel  loaded  with  West  India  articles,  the  private 
•  properly  of  a  citizen  of  Korfolk.  was.  aluuit  this  tin'.e, 
S'  ized  l»_v  the  king's  officers,  and  s<  nt  to  Boston  for  the  use 
o)  the  garrison  there.  Added  to  this,  Dnnn»ore  conuuit- 
ted  an  outrage  in  Xorfolk  which  excited  the  strongest  sen- 
siMlJtvand  warmest  indignation  in  the  inhahitants  of  that 
biiJough 

A  British  officer,  with  tyve've  or  thirteen  soldieis  and  a 
few  sailors,  landed  at  the  county  wharf  in  Norfolk,  and  un- 
d  r  cover  of  the  men  of  war.  who  made  every  show  offiring 
on  the  town  in  ease  the  party  were  molested,  marched  up 
the  n)ain  street  to  Holt's  printing  office,  from  whence  wiih- 
cut  opposition  or  resistance,  they  carried  off  the  types 
"with  many  other  printing  materials,  and  two  of  the  work- 
men.* The  corporation  of  Norfolk  remonstrated  with 
Dunmore  on  this  outrage  :  stated  their  ability  to  have  cut 
off"  (his  sundl  party  had  they  been  so  disposed:  and  re- 
qiestcd  the  immediate  return  of  the  pirs(ms  Hud  property 
ilii'galiy  seized.  Ilunmore's  answer  was  taunting  and  in- 
suring in  the  highest  degree.  He  said  that  he  eoiUd  not 
have  rendered  the  people  of  !Vorfo!k  a  greater  service,  than 
by  deprivin;j;  them  of  the  means  of  havinii  tlieir  niind» 
•pniaoved.  and  of  exi'iting  in  them  "  f/ff  swrit  of  rchelUon 
and  sedithn  ;"that  th»Mr  not  having  cut  oft'the  small  party. 


*  Thi^  acquiescence  n  the  p  rt  of  the  perjle  ot  N"rfoik,is  tlius 
accountefi  for  in  the  prints  of  the  day  : — "  The  situation  of  Nor- 
folk anf]  Portsmoutli  wis  different  from  that  of  any  other  pliice  in 
Vir.rinia  The  inhabit  nts  were  aim(!St  to  a  man,  merchants  and 
m  chanirs,  and  a  m  jori'v  of  them  Scoichme*)  and  tTics  ;  the 
town  full  o<^  slaves  ready  for  insu'  rection  at  the  beck  of  tlielv  lend- 
er ;  two  men  ff  wnr  always  prepared  to  fire  on  them  ;  the  inha- 
bit^ants  had  little  ammunition,  and  were  badly  furnished  with  arms. 
Th>'re  were  some  can  ion  belonging  to  a  few  gentlemen,  who  had 
fitted  out  privateers  during  the  last  war  but  those  weif  not 
mounted,  or  fvrnishid  with  cartridges,  and  v?ere  therefore  U£e)e5> 
and  removed  into  the  country/* 


VTROTNTA.  tees 

Vfho  took  Holt*9  types,  he  iinputt^d  to  other  reasons,  than     CIT  ^  P, 
thi  If  ;ieii''ja')U'  iulentions,  as  thrdrunis   \\t*iv    Ix'^TiMg  to         lil. 

ariii^.  without  sucfess,  the  greater  part  of  the  time    tliat    

the  party  were  on  shore,     ile  gave  them  no   salisfaction  ' 

on  Uie  subjei't  of  restoring  the  persons  and  property  seized 
and  cariieti  ofC.  Holt,  the  printer,  was  not  sih*nt  on  the 
oo'.-asion.  lie  published,  in  the  Williainshurg  papers,  an 
ch»quent  phiU|»pic.  against  Dunmore,  and  a  patriotic  ad- 
versisemvnt,  stating  his  intention  to  establish  a  new  |)ress, 
to  be  eonducted  on  (he  same  prineiph's,  as  tliat  whieii  had 
bern  destroyed. 

Towards  ibe  last  of  this  month  six  colnpanies  arrived  in  October; 
or  ne.tr  WJUiainsburg.  souie  oftheni  arjned  witli  ritles. — 
l)in!inore  also  rpceived  a  reinroreemejit  from  St.  Viigus- 
ti'jp  of  about  200  men  ;  of  this  the  eojnnsiit^e  of  safety 
were  informef?  hv  express.  He  then  witli  1  tO  men,  w^nt 
upon  an  <  xpedition  against  Kemp's-landiug,  now  eaJ-t  d 
Kemp'«ivili«».  in  Prineess  Ann  County  His  ohjeet  was  to 
ip.tii'eept  a  quantity  of  gunpt>wder,  lately  imported — but 
this  bad  been  eari-ied  oil'  son»e  time  before.  A  biaek- 
sniith's  shop  was  !>roken  open,  ami  about  £0  muskets  de- 
stroje'l :  2  offi«!rrs.  in  (he  nnnute  soiviee.  and  4  privates 
wrre  made  orisoners.  Captain  MH«lh*>\vs  who  eoramand- 
ed  30  n.inute-nsen  at  tbisplaee,  was  LimselT  made  prisoner. 
He  declined  the  eombat,  if  5s  said  fi'om  inequality  oi'nuni- 
bers.  The  aeeoiints  of  the  day  diifer  with  respect  to  many 
of  these  little  skirmishes  ;  some  stating  Duntnore's  force 
to  have  consisted  of  200  men,  others  at  1  iO  as  stated  al)ove. 
It  is  not  material;  the  fact  ofDunmore's  sueeess  in  this 
petty  aifair,is  aekuowledgrd  by  every  one. 

Ftirsome  on?;  ^  nunmnre  earritd  on  a  pi^datory  war- 
fare against  the  colony  of  Avhieh  Ije  had  ree"t!y  bad  (he 
government,  fic  landed  a  party  of  soldiers  at  Xorioik,  de- 
stroyed 17  and  carried  offtwo.  without  moh-9tation. 

He  was  indijced  to  tliis  bv  information  whieh  lie  bad  re- 
ceiv<'d,  that  these  cannon  wenMo  be  fitted  up  and  placed 
upon  the  wharves  and  on  other  eMgib'e  plaeos  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annoyinj;' hi«  feet  ;  and  that  a  nuniber  of  men  vere. 
daily  expected  frou)  Winanisburg,  who  were  to  fire  thent 
from  behimf  bogsbef'ds  filled  with  saad.  This  ylan,  if  in 
agitation,  he  rendered  abortive. 

Soon  after,  there  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  Hanmton 
river,  a  large  armed  schooner,  a  sloop  an<i  three  tenders, 
"wish  soldiers  on  board  :  and  a  message  Avas  received  at. 
Ilaujpton  from  eaptain  Squii  es,  on  board  the  schooner,  that 
be  Avould  that  day  land  ned  burn  the  town.  On  whieh  a 
couipany  of  reguiarsand  company  of  niinute-men  who  were 
placed  there  inconsequence  of  iorner  tjireats  denounced 
iigitinst  that  place,  made  , the  Jicst  (MsposiJian  to  rircMnt 
their  landing,  aide<i  by  a  h(v^^  tf  militia  who  were  suddenly 
called  together  on  Uiecceusi^y. 
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CHAP.        Tiic  British  accordingly  attempted  to  land,  Lot  were 
111.       retarded  hy  some  boats  sunk  across  the  channel  for  that 
.  purpose. 

.  Upon  tins  they  fired  several  small  cannon  at  the  provin- 

cials without  effect ;  they  in  return,  discharged  theirsmall 
arms  with  such  unerring  aim,  as  to  compel  the  ei^emy  to 
retire.  TJie  evening  preceding  this  they  had  landed  and 
tjrurnt  down  a  house  in  the  vitinity  o;  Hampton. 

On  intelligence  ofthis  reaching  Williamsburg,  about  9 
o'clock  at  night  a  company  of  mounted  riflemen  were  dis- 
patched to  the  aid  of  Hamptun,  and  an  officer  appointed 
to  take  the  command  of  the  whole,  who  with  the  company 
arrived  at  Hampton  about  8  o'clock  the  next  morning* 
notwithstanding  it  rained  incessantly  the  whole  night. 

The  vessels  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  had  not  been 
placed  so  advantageously  as  was  intended,  in  consequence 
^  of  the  rapidity  of  the  tide.  Squires,  who  commanded  the 
expedition  in  person,  was  therefore  enabled  during  the 
night,  by  cutting  away  the  bowsprits  of  two  of  the  vessels 
to  pass  into  the  creek,  and  draw  up  his  fleet  close  to  the 
town.  The  fire  upon  the  town  commenced  soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Williamsburg  ;  but  was  returned 
so  briskly  from  the  houses  on  the  shore,  that  the  assail- 
ants were  compelled  to  retire  precipitately. 

The  British  lost  in  this  attack,  a  small  tender  with  five 
Ocl«ib!^r.  .white  men,  a  woman,  and  two  slaves  ;  six  swivels,  seveh 
muskets,  some  small  arms,  a  sword,  pistols,  and  several 
papers  belonging  to  lieutenant  Wright,  who  made  his  es- 
cape by  leaping  overboard,  and  swimming  to  the  shore, 
from  whence  he  was  taken  ofl'at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  by 
some  of  th^cet  as  they  retreated  outward.  It  was  the 
general  opimon,  at  the  time,  that  all  the  British  vessels 
would  have  been  captured,  but  for  the  accidental  circum- 
stance of  the  wind  shifting,  at  the  very  moment  that  they 
found  it  necessary  to  retreat  ;  for  they  entered  when  it 
blew  from  the  south,  and  it  shifted  to  the  opposite  point 
most  opportunely  for  them. 

When  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  about  to  retire, 
a  party  was  despatched  by  land,  to  oppose  their  passage 
through  the  natrow  mouth  of  the  creek  ;  but,  whether  by 
accident  or  design,  is  not  known,  when  they  had  marched 
hut  a  small  distance  from  the  town,  a  report  was  suddenly 
spread  among  them,  that  a  party  of  the  British  had  land- 
ed in  a  different  direction,  and  were  about  to  attack  the 
back  part  of  the  town.  This  caused  a  halt,  and  produced  a 
momentary  confusion-  Before  correct  information  could 
be  obtained,  the  vessels  had  cleared  the  creek.  The  re- 
port was  groundless.*    Not  a  single  Virginian  was  killed 

*  This  account  ff  the  attack  u'prp  Hampton,  arcl   therepulseo* 
the  British,  istat«n[pavtlj  fr<f -n  vhe  jiVii^trd  acccunts  of  the  (la>v 


*-fhe  j?Wy  ami  the  advant»|.e  of  (l.c  day  ^.Tnained  entire     CH  \P. 
yh  Jiie  PiUno.s,  ulnlsr.  the  Bvilhh  retired  with  ron^ide-         lit. 
»at)lr  Joss,  and  more  (hari  propoitlon.ite  s;i;ime. 

In  Uie  mean  time,  numbers  of  armed  Virj,Hniaitt;  hourly  ====«= 
arrived  at  VVilliamsburf;,  from  various  pan's  of  H.o  n},i>ep 
couj..r:^.     Fimiwiih  patrio!ie  and  holy  endiusiasm,  (hey 
eourted  ti.e  toils  and  dangers  of  the  tented  field.      They 
Wrreeaf^er  lopariicipate  in  the  expedition,  which  was  to 
milirJ  on  Onnrnor.^  and  his  adherents,  a  blow  too  lonir  de- 
Iav<d.  and  to   relieve  (he  suffering  friends  of  Amerieaa 
ri.a;ii.^andAnieriean  liberty,  in  Norfolk  and  the  adjacent 
eoin;f  i<  s.     1  o  these  m.Miaein/2:  movements,  the  Brif  ish  were 
neither  inaltentive  nor  indifftM-ent.      Informed  that  the  se- 
cond Virginia  regiment  and  the  Culpepcr  battalion   had 
lateh  been  ordered  down  to  Norfolk,  Dunmore  resolved  to 
Sr.rV'"!'.'*,'?'*"**!''*^'  ♦^•^•''  passage  aeross  James  river — 
^  If  h  this  object  m  view,  he  directed  the  King  Fisher  and 
three  large  fenders  fo  move  up  to  Burwell's  ferry      Tho 
hostile  flotilla  reached  that   plat^c  01  the  10th  of 'Xovem 
bcr.     About  300  vards  from  the  landing,  lay  an  America,, 
Vessel-At  this  vessel  the  enemy's  shij.s  in;mediately  fired,      Afftirit 
•nleriugher  H.ahau,^ht^yand  pereu.ptory  tone,  to  come  T^utfeU'f 
along  side  ol  the  King  Fisher.     Some  Virginian  riflemen  ^^-T-no. 
had  been  stationed  on  a  high  and  commanding  part  of  the  ^^"^^^^• 
bank.     1  hese  brave  defenders  of  (heir  insulted  soil,  ditvct- 
<Hl  the  Skipper  to  remain  where  he  was.    The  4'onseq„cnco 
Vas  an  immediate  and  veliement  contest.      The  vessel  lav 
about  300  yards  from  our  men,  and  rather  less   th-..n  a 
mile  froiii  the  man  of  war.      The  latter  now  directed  a 
gainst   the  object  of  the  struggle,  a  brisker  fire.     This 
however,  was  without  effect.  A  barge  full  of  men  was  then 
seen  to  advance  from  the  King  F,.ner  towards  the  vesseL 
Our  riflemen  steadily  watched  her  a,)proaeh-so  soon  as  it    * 
had  proceeded  within  a  suitable  distance,  they  fired  with 
such  precision  as  to  kill  three  of  tjie  enemy,     this  kindled 
additional  irritation  in  the  breast  of  the  latter.      Hostility 
became  frenzy.     #  A  smart  cannonade  ensued,  but  with 

«f  irivf    1  "■'     ^.^P»""d  ^'-^^  perforated  both  sides  r^-^fV^W 

01  the  ware-house,  in  which  some  men  had  stationed  them  ^" 
selves,  and  several  struck  and  buried  in  the  l,ank  under 
them.  A  second  attempt  was  made  !,y  the  man  of  wap 
to  seize  on  the  boat,  but  though  more  formidable,  because 
better  conducted  than  the  first,  this  attempt  proved  e«  al 
ly  abortr-e  The  rifle  guard,  seasonably  reinforced  bT  he 
accession  of  ten  men,  poured  upon  the  barge  so  brisk  awl 

SfoSeLp  o?  ''f  ''^'^V^'^^  of  persons  whowere  on  the  spot.     The  co- 
rebpondence  of  a  few  eminent  revo  utionury  ciiaracte-s  has  flU«  k!> 
suited,  and  furnished  satisfactory  details.         ''"'^''^<^^^'^  ''»«  ^^°  been .;(»,., 

\ 
*  U^re  U  E.  GiBABpis'e  narration  commences. 
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CHAP,     so  we]l  (lirpcted  a  fire,  •liiu  the  ()eople  onboard  found  it 
111.       ne4'essar;y  lo  st-ek  Ihcir  safety  in   a  pi'ecMjjjraie  return   to 
tlieshij).      Thus  were  all  the  objects  of  this  hostile  expe- 
-•  dition  defeated  by  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  a  few  expert 
and  resolute  men.     Their  suecess  nerved  resistance   with 
fresh  vigor,  and  swelled  the  current  of  the  popular  hope. 
Attack  on       Impatient  to  atone  for  so  unexpected  a  failure,  thft  man 
JimiesTown  ^^f  ^yar  and  the  tenders  moved  up  to  James-Town,  in  tlie 
course  of  the  following  night.       Tijey  had  just  received 
reinforcements  from  Norfolk,  and  their  anticipations  of 
success  were  sanguine  and  high.     At  James-Town,  howe- 
ver, repulse  and  shame  again  awaited  them.     A  boat  was 
Newrepulse  ^^]^*'*^  ^^^^''  armed  meiu  who  received  orders  to  effect  a  Ian- 
it  Uxat  place  ding  at  a  certain  part  of  the   beech.       At  that  very  spot, 
captain  Green  had  posted  iwo  rifle  .centinels,  being  himself 
stationed  wiihhismen  about  half  a  mile  higher  up.     As 
the  boat  approached   the  people  in  it  wert-  repeatedly  chal- 
lenged ',  no  answer  was  returned.     Upon  this  the  ce'ncioels 
fired  at  the  boat,  then  about  50  yards  distant.     Their  tire 
was  immediately  returned,  and  the  boat  still  advancing,  ra- 
pidly pressed  upon  them.     Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost. — 
Oiu-  of  the  centinels  speedily  ran  off  to  captain  Green,  to 
apprize  him  of  tlie  impending  danger,  and  bring  him  to  the 
point  of  attack.  TIic  other  steadily  maintaining  his  ground, 
and  the  more  firm  and  coMected,  as  the  peril  drew  nearer, 
loaded  agiiin,  and,  as  soon  as  he  deemed  the  boat  within  a 
suitable  distance,  dirsciiarged  his  rifie  a  second  time.     A 
terrible  and  melancholy  shrieking  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed on  board,  convinced  him  that  his  fire  had  not  been  in- 
effectual.    Before  Green's  arrival,  the  boat  tacked  about 
and  made  off. 
November       *^n  ^be  I6th  of  this  month,  intelligence  of  an  afflictive  na- 
16.  •  ture  reached  Williamsburg,  and  clouded  for  a  moment  a 

bright  dawn  of  success.     Hearing  that   about  200  men  of 
the  Princess  Anne  militia  were  on  their  march  to  join  the 
Recess"'     t''«"l>s  destined  for  the  p'l'fltection  of  the  lower  country, 
Aame.  Dujmore,  had  proceeded  from  Norfulk,  at  the  head  of  a 

superior  iorce,  composed  of  regulars,  fugitive  slaves  and 
disaftected  inhabitants,  with  a  View  to  intercept  that  patri- 
otic band.  The  latter,  awai-e  of  no  hostile  design,  advanc- 
ed in  incautious  .security,  to  the  place  of  (heir  destination. 
They  were  unexpectedly  attacked,  and  compelled  to  en- 
gage, under  tlie  double  disadvantage  of  an  unfavorable 
ground,  and  inferior  numbers.  Supijorted.  however,  by 
inherent  courage,  and  warmed  by  the  justice  of  a  noble 
Oil  use,  they,  ibr  some  titne.  fouglit  w  ith  great  i)ravery  and 
execution.  At  b.tst  the  co'isbined  disadvantages,  just'men- 
tioned.  compeiied  them  to  retreat,  which  they  did  in  p<'r- 
leci  o'.'der.  John  Ackiss,  one  of  the  h»inu(e  men.  wjts  kill- 
ed on  the  spot.     Col..liinchii?gs  and  a  Mr.  Williams,  with 


ymGiNiA.  ^,  or 

Sipven  others,  were  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.*    Tnfor     CTTAP. 
ma  (ion  of  this  unlbiiunate  occurrence  was  eomniuuicaied        JII. 
to  col.  Henry,  by  an  express  from  (he  camp  at  Cobliam, 

Avho.  vith  some  danjrer,  ierosseft  James  river  a  little  above  •" " 

till-  place  where  the  man  of  war  and  the  tenders  had  taken 
their  station. 
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Dunmnre's  proclnwation*  doted  J<'oxember  the  7tli — Effects 
oj  Ihifi  itroclamnlioii — IVoodford  crosses  James  viva  at 
Sandy  Hoini — OaUi  prescribed  by  Ihinmore — Dunmorc 
threatens  Suffolk — Jl  party  is  deiached  by  Woodford  to 
proect  that  phce — He  marches  there  himself — Columnies 
and  hiflammatory  reports  about  this  expedition — Ifccla" 
ration  of  tlie  CommHiee  of  Safely  thereupon-— Conneily^s 
phi — Proceedings  at  Suffolk — Scott  advances  to  the  great 
brid^re — Hostilities  c<mtvunced  theie — Plan  of  an  immedi- 
ate attack  on  theenemij — Tlial  plan  is  relinquished — V'reo 
compcnies  of  disaff'ecleil  militia  dispersed  by  Wills — IVood' 
ford  marches  from  Suffolk  to  the  great  bridge  — Operati- 
ons there — Offer  of  troops  from  J^orlh  Carolina  accepted. 

In  Xorfolk  and  the  adjacent  country,  Dunmore  counted 
numerous  adherents.     Their  rash  advice,  tog^elher  with  his  piocilr.^'^^;^ 
ov  n  impetuous,  revengeful  and  haujj;h<y  spis-it,  early  impel-  on,     diaed 
ed  him  to  a  measure  characterized  by  folly,  and  fraug^ht  ^ov  7. 
witlj  incalculable  mischief,  both  to  the  colony  and  to  his  own 
cause.     Under  date  of  November  7(h,  he  isped  tlie  follow- 
ing Proclamation,  whose  style  stroni^ly  indicates  the  aj^ita- 
lion  of  a  perturbed  mind,  whilst  itssubstanee  betrays  a  blind, 
imrolitic,  ruinous  inilexibility,  and,  what  is  still  v>  orse,  a 
savaire  and  wanton  disregard  for  some  of  the  fundamental 
pri»K'iples  upon  which  the  social  fabric  essentially  rests,  and 
fov  Ihose  rules  of  civilization  which  are  usually  respected 
evpp  in  thf^nhrenzy  and  calamitous  intent  of  war. 

*  Sec  Vii'Hnia  Gozeite  nl  x]As  A-A\e. — .Some  o"oiir  rlocumerls  relate  riiis 
afT  i.  Mier  clifFerenil^',  Mid  charge  part  of  the  militia  with  missonduct  j 
Candor  demands  Uiis  remark. 

A 
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'*  By  Jiis  Exeellencif  ihe  Highi  HonornhJe  JOTfX,  Barl  cf 
Ihmmore.  His  JMnjtshi's  Lientenani  and    Govnnor^ 


ss 


CHAP. 

IV.  Ihmmore.  His  JMnjtsly' 

General  of  ihe  Colony  of  VirginiUfand  Vice  Jldmir al 
""^  of  the  samct 

A  PROCLAMATION." 

**  As  I  have  ever  ejiteiMained  hopes  that  an  aecommoda.- 
''  tion  mi^ht  have  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
*<  this  colony,  without  being  compelled,  by  my  duty  to  this 
*<  most  disafi;reeable,  but  now  absolutely  necessary  step, 
"  rendercii  so  by  a  body  of  men  unlawfully  assembled,  firing 
^«  Oil  his  Majesty's  tenders,  and  ihe  formation  of  an  army, 
''  and  thai  army  now  on  their  march  to  attack  his  Majesty's 
«  troops,  and  destroy  the  well  disposed  subjects  of  «his  colo- 
<*ny.  To  defeat  such  treasonable  purposes,  and  that  all 
"  sudi  traitors  and  their  abettors  may  be  brought  to  jus- 
*'  tite,  and  that  the  peace  and  good  ordei«f  iliis  colony  may 
'*  be  again  restored,  which  the  ordinary  course  of  the  civil 
'*  law  is  unable  to  effect ;  I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  my 
"Proclamation,  hereby  declaring  that  until  the  aforesaid 
*'  good  purposes  can  be  obtained,  1  do,  in  virtue  of  the  pow^- 
*'  er  and  authority  to  me  given  by  his  Majesty ^  determi  le 
*<  to  execute  martial  law,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  executed 
« thi'oughout  this  colony  ;  and  to  the  end  that  peace  and 
**  good  order  may  the  sooner  be  restored,  I  do  require  every 
**  pei*son,- capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  resort  to  his  Majesty's 
^'  standard,  or  be  looked  upon  as  traitors  to  his  IMajesty's 
"crown  and  government,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the 
«  penalty  the  law  inflicts  upon  such  offences  ;  such  as  for- 
"  feiture  of  life,  confiscation  of  lands,  iat'.  kc.  And  I  do 
•^^  further  declare  all  indented  servanis,  negroes,  or  others 
"  (appertaining  to  rebels)  free,  that  are  able  and  willing  to 
*'  bear  arms,  they  joining  his  Majesty's  troops  as  soon  as  may 
^*  be,  for  the  more  spcetUIy  reducing  this  colony  to  a  pi  ojier 
^'  sense  of  their  duty  to  his.  Majesty's  crown  anil  dignity.  I 
<*  do  further  order  and  require  all  his  IVIsyesty's  liege  s'lb- 
**  jects,  to  retain  their  quit  rents,  or  any  other  taxes  diie.  or 
^'  that  may  become  due,  in  their  own  custody,  till  such  a 
**  time  as  peace  may  ai;ain  be  restored  to  this  at  present 
«  most  unhappy  country,  or  demanded  of  them  for  their 
«  former 'salutju'y  purposes,  by  oflicers  properly  authorised 
*^  to  I'eceive  the  same. 

*•  Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  ship  JVilUam,  off 
^  ?^  orfo'k,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  IGth  year  of  hiij 
^  Majesty's  reign. 

"  DUNIMORE. 

"  God  save  ihe  Kin^  /" 

0»i  tiie  fate  of  tliis  nroclamation,  Duntv-ore  had  staked, 

his  nlfimate  and  noA>    his    t.est,    hopes.     The  experiment 

nrects  of  ^V'"^  b«i7-;»itloi!s  itj  the  exuenie.     When  so  violent  so  deci- 

ihi' )-i-.jc1:i-  s\^*"  i^  «'>-1i  v.asUikcn  ;  v/Lr;;  nil.  ihe    avenues   ti.ci;    laiglit 

•i!tat;icn.>  till  Icrwi  It)  a   better  utiders(imdiMi5>  wevo  pcreinntorilv 


closefl  ;  when  the  terrors  of  uart  Jul   law  were  ostentati-    THAP^ 
ousi    in'oc!  ii'ned,  and  ilefiance  hui'Ieiiin  the  fice  of  \v/m-        TV. 
oiples  hhlierto  held  sacred  and  inviolable,  a  plivsical  force 
of  superior  niagiiilude  should  have  been  at  hand,  t  a  sui)- 
pnrt  the  menaeing  attitude,  and   execute  the  lofiy    man- 
dates of  angry  authority.     Such  a  force,    howevec,   Dua- 
morc  did    n<)\.  possess.     Consequent Iv,    this     franiic    at- 
tempt to  awe  tlie  Virginians  into  unconditional  submission,, 
coded  in  results  widely  differeni  from  tliose  which  he  bad 
anticipated.     I-  was  the  last,  iiideous.  but  substantially  in- 
effectual strUjigle  of  convulsed  and  agoiiizing  tyranny.     It 
is  true  that  many  individuals  resoesed  to  tlie   royal  stand* 
arJ,but  tbey  weee  such  characters  as  a  just  and  noble  cause 
might  .well  spare  ;    men  a'ready  devoted  in  their  liearts  to 
all  the  pretensions  and  encroachments  of  the  mother  coua*- 
try  ;  ignorant  and  timorous  persons,  accustomed  to   look 
on  the  monarchs'  representative  willi  reverential  aAve,  and 
whom  the  empty  name  of  rebels,  and  the  bare  image  of  the 
dreadful  penalties  hanging  in  its  rear,  were   sufficient  to 
terrify  into  an  ignominious  compliance  ;  finally,  the  worst 
of  tiiat  wretched  class  to  whose  hopes,   passions,  and  re- 
sentments a  disgraceful  appeal  had  been  miule.  and  v.  hose 
presence  Avould  have  polluted  even  a  camp  of  savage  iu,* 
Vuv'-ers.     All   these    were  pitif.l  advantages  in  conipttri 
son  %vi(h  the    accumulated   difSculties   produced  by  this 
i-ash  and    intemperate  measiire.     New  fuel  was  a'hlcd   to 
the  ilame  of  public  irritation  against  the  late  Governor^ 
his  u'.alignant  ends,  and  the  base  and  detestable  means  to 
which  he  did  not  blush  to  resort.     Increasing  danger  coa,- 
tributed  to  stimulate  patriotism  and  to  harmonize  opi'.iioa. 
The  impulse  to  measures  of  energy  now  became  resistless. 
Tiie  whole  tenor  of  Dunmore's   conduct,  since   the  com,^ 
mencemeut  of  the  unhappy    dispute    between   the  pareni 
elate   and  the  Colonies,  was  indignantly  contrasted  with  the 
insidious  assurances  of  a  conciliatory  temper,  and  offuAor- 
able  hopes,  unblushingly  stamped  on  the  face  of  his  pro- 
clamation.    *•  Has  not,"   says  a  paper  of  that  day,  "  liis 
*'  conduct   for  nrany    months  past,  bad   the  most  direct 
*'  and  strongest  tendency  to  widen  the  breach  clrcHdy  ex- 
*•  isting,  and  render  a  reconciliation  more  difficult  ?     For 
^'  what  other  purpose  did   the  late    Governor  write    his 
"**  false  and  inflammatory  letters  to  the  ministers  of  State  ? 
*<  Why  did  he,  under  cover  of  the  night  take  from    ««  0114: 
^*  powder,  and  reiuler  useless  the  arms  of  our  public  ma« 
,**  gazine  ?     Wliy  did  he    secretly   and    treacherously    lay 
*.*  snares  for  the  lives  of  our  unwary  Brethren,  snares  tha[ 
^»  had  like  to  have  proved  but  too  eireetual  ?     Why  dil  lie. 
<'  under  idle  pretences,  withdraw    himself  iVoni  the  seal 
*•  of  Government,  wlsere  alone  he  could,  had  lie  been  wU- 
*•   ling,  have  done  essential  service  to  one  country  ?'    ^V  ty» 
••'  by   !ji,s    autliarikv.  fcavn  eo«fj«iial   depredntiqiis    Ijeci 
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CHAP.    *•'  since  made  upon  such  of  our  countrymen  as  were  si- 

IV.        •«  tiuited   wi'lihi  the  reach  of  ships  of  \v;.r  aufi  tenders? 

"  Why  liuve  our  towns  hecn  attacked,   and  liouses   des- 

'  •'  -  -  '  ''  troyed  ?  Why  ha\  e  the  persons  of  many  of  our  most 
♦*  rcspeetahle  Brethren  been  seized  upon,  torn  from  all 
"  their  connections,  and  confined  on  board  of  sliips  ? 
"  Was  all  this  to  bring  about  a  reconcillufioo  ?" 
The  same  paper  goes  on  in  a  well  supported,  and  very  im- 
pressive strain  of  eloquent  indignation,  urging  the  pal- 
pable contradiction  l)etween  the  words  and  tlie  ac^s  of 
Dunmore — reminding  the  people  of  Virginia  of  those 
I'ijrh  s  which  »*  nature  and  nature's  god"  ha(l  best  wed  upon 
th^Mrt  in  common  with  those  61Grea5  Britain,  and  empha- 
tici'lv  advcrsinj;  to  the  frequent  attempts  made  by  the 
B'i'ish  Parliament  at  taxation  without  representation. — 
♦«  H  id  we  immediately  aken  up  arms,"(he  author  exclaims, 
«  to  assert  our  rights  and  (o  prevent  «lie  exercise  of  unlaw- 
<»  fill  power,  thouj;h  our  cause  would  have  been  just,  yet 
<•  our  conduct  Mould  have  been  precipitate,  and  so  far  bla- 
*«  iiKjble.  We  might  then,  with  some  shadow  of  juslice 
«  have  been  charged  with  rebellion,  or  a  disposition  to  rebel. 
*'  But  this  Avas  i5ot  the  way  we  behaved. — We  petiti(?ned 
««  n>*e  and  again  in  the  most  respeclful  manner;  Wc 
ti  h  v)ed  tiiat  tljc  righteousness  of  our  cause  would  appear, 
«»  iiiat  our  comi)!aints  would  be  heard  and  attended  to. 
ti  We  ished  to  -ivoid  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  and  so  long 
«<  proceeded  in  this  fruit  less  fi-ack,  that  our  not  adopting  a 
«  nmre  vigorous  opposition  seemed  rather  to  arise  from  a 
<«  spirit  of  meanness  and  fear,  than  of  peace  and  loyalty  ; 
«  and  all  that  we  gained  wiis  to  l)e  more  greivously  op- 
*«  oresscd.  At  lengih,  we  resolved  1o  Avithhold  our  com- 
«  merce  from  Britain,  and  by  thus  effecting  her  interest, 
«  oblige  her  to  redress  our  grievances.  But  in  this,  we  al- 
<'  so  have  been  <iisappointed.  Our  associations  have  been 
ti  deemed  unlawful  combinations,  and  opposition  to  Go- 
«  vernment ;  v,e  have  been  entirely  deprived  of  our  trade 
« to  foi-eign  eoimtries,  and  even  amongst  oui*selves  ;  and 
«  fleets  and  armies  have  been  sent  to  reduce  us  to  a  coni- 
<«  pliance  with  the  unjust  and  arbitrary  demands  of  the  Bri- 
« tish  minister,  and  a  corrupt  parliament.  Reduced  to 
«<  such  circumstances,  to  what  could  we  have  recourse  but 
"  to  arms  ?  Every  other  expedient  having  been  tried, 
«*  and  found  inelTectual,  this  alone  was  left  )  and  this  we 
"have,  at  last,  unwillingly  adopted.— If  it  be  rebellion  to 
«'  take  up  a*'ms  in  such  a  cause  as  this,  rebellion,  then,  is 
*•  not  onlv  a  justifiable,  but  an  honorable  thing.  But,  let 
"  us  not  be  deceived  by  empty  sounds.  They  who  call 
"  us  rebels,  cannot  make  jis  so.  Rebellion  is  open,  and  a- 
*'  vows  opposition  to  lawful  authority  :  but  it  is  usurped  and 
''arbitrary  power  wiiiL'li  we  have  determined  to  oppose.  . 
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»»  .     Wp  are  dutiful  iiipmliei's  of  society,  and  the  persons    CTTAP. 

*'  w!io  eiidoavoi*  to  i-oh  us  of  our  rights,    ilicy  ai'C   relxls,         'V. 

»' rebels  In  Ihfir  count nj -And  to  ihc   righ  s   of  huuian    ri.. 

<•  ture."  "- 

We  liavf  liere  transcribed  almost  the  whole  of  this  ner- 
vous and  animated  piece,  because  it  appears  to  have  been 
a  faithful  echo  of  the  public  sentiments.  The  author  con- 
cludes with  some  forcible  and  appropriate  remarks  on  that 
part  of  tlie  Proclamation  which  invited  the  slaves  to  arms; 
exposing,  in  all  its  turpitude,  the  demoralizing  and  sub- 
versive tendency  of  tire  measure,  and  the  inherent  cruchy 
of 'iiat  selfish  and  treacherous  policy,  the  sole  aim  of  wliieh 
eviilently  was  to  enlist  into  a  service  equally  fraught  with 
diificulty,  labor,  and  peril,  the  robust  and  the  young,  whilst 
it  abandoned  the  infirm,  the  aged,  lh<^  women,  and  cl;il- 
dren,  to  the  resentment  of  injured  and  exasperated  nms- 
tcrs  ; — and  solemnly  warning  the  credulous  objects 
of  an  hypocritical  benevolence  against  the  snuves  ofa 
faithless  and  wily  tyrant,  who,  after  dcc^implishing  his 
own  ends,  if  however,  such  ends  could  at  all  be  a-'ccm- 
p^slied,  would  either  give  up  the  offending  fugitives  iu  the 
rigor  of  the  laws  which  they  had  infringed,  or  mercibssly*  ^ 
surrender  them  to  the  horrors  ofa  worse  bondage,  un<.  er 
the  ineloiucnt  sky,  and  the  still  more  inclement  institmions 
of  the  West  Indies;  or,  j|,V  best,  leave  theni  unpro.CvMcd 
and  defenceless  to  tlic  fate  of  proscribed  vagabon<'.s.  hi 
whose  utter  destruction  all  civilized  societies  would  feel  e- 
qually  interested. — Such  were  the  effusions  uf  tha  ge^ic- 
ral  feeliag  on  the  subject  of  this  despeiute  effoit  of  evpi' 
rin^  des;)otism  :  we  siiall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  the 
C'tergetic  and  diguified  declaration  made  on  iL-e  same  sub- 
ject by  the  Representatives  of  Virginia  assembled  in  gene- 
ral Conveiitlon. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  most  active  measures  were  pursu- 
ed to  crush  the  local  ascendency  of  Dunnioie,  and  to  renf  f  r 
his  ru'hiess  and  depredatory   career   transient  as  the  tor- 
rCiit  which  it  resembled  in  its  effects      Col.  Woodford  em-     Woodford 
barked  his  men  at   Sandy  Point   and  crcssec  over  to  Cob-  cro^sres 
liani,  in  order  to  joiti  the  first  detachment  of  the  Virginia  ^■;",'^^  !^^^^^ 
forces  already  stationed  there.  For  the  purpose  of  prevent-  poijit. 
ing  his  passage,  a  large  tender  had  been  oi<?ered  up  IVom 
the  hostile  llotilla,  then  moored  in  view  oi^James  Town  — 
This  tender,  the  brave  Wootlford  was  de'tci-ndnd  toattufk; 
but  as  soon  as  his  boats  were  manned  and  ])egan  to  adyur.ce 
fi'om  the  shore,  the  tender  tacked  about  and  rcsunu^!  is 
late  station.     This  continued   series  of  disaiipoint meat  imd 
disgrace  equally  humbled  and  exasperated  tlie  enemv.     lu 
their  mortification,  the  man  of  war  and  tenders,  for  a  long 
time,  fired   with   incredible  fury   at  the    uen  posted  r<;tr 
J:ini*^s'l^own.     After  thus  fiip'tles'^hvcpii,     ?!  eirin![^«   <  it 
rage,  tljcv  all  fell  down  i he  river,  to  muforte  tliQ  laie  (io- 
YCrnor  at  Gos|)ort, 
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CHAP.        T*he  apjeapanee  of  Woo  .  ru,   with  the  fopoes  tinaer  Ih9 
iV.        ponuuaru!,  was  anxious!^  looked  ior  by  tlie  patriots  in  the 
.^-j^ 'ower  coun(i-.v,   espetiaiJy  by  those  of  Suffolk,  whose  situ- 
ation daily  became  more  eiilical.     In  eonfonuijv  with  (he 
system  announced  in  his  proclan)ation,  Dunmoie  had  set  up 
his  standard  in  the  eounties  of  Koifblk  and  Priueess  Anne, 
issued  orders  to  the  miliJia  eaplains  for  raising  a  body  of 
men  to  oppose  the  colonial  army,-  (  l)  prescribed  to  all'the 
inhabitants,  huu  violentlj  extorted  from  some,  a  declarati- 
.Oath  pre-  on.  Or  oath,  by  which  they  were  made  ♦«  to  acknowledffo 
^ed    by  ..  themselves  sensible  of  the  errors  and  guilt  into  which  the 
^"       •      «  colony  had  been  misled,  under  color  of  seeking  redress  • 
'*  (2)  to  abjure  the  authority  of  those  factious  men,  who' 
«  under  the  various  names  of  committees,  conventions  and 
'J  congresses,  had  usurped  the  legislative  and  executive  po^vu 
^'  ers  of  government,  and  Avcre  in  a  state  of  actual  rebellioo 
^«  against  their  lawful  sovereign  ;  to  promise  faith  and  aU 
'*  legiance  to  his  most  sacred  majesty,  George  III,-  opposi- 
"  tion  to  armed  bodies  of  men  collected,  without  any  legal 
'"^  authority,  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  the  defence. 
^  against  such  troops,  of  the  passes  intJ  their  respectivo 
^  ^<  Counties,  to  the  very  last  drop   of  their  blood."     Bent 
tipon  thus  recovering,  by  stiatagem  and  violence,  his  lost 
authority,  exulting  in  fortuitous  success,  and  in  tho  swell, 
mg  multitude  of  the  motley  parii^zans  daily  resorting  to  hh 
standard,  eager  besides,  to  improve  every   momentary  and 
tJunmore   local  advantage,  he  had  resolved  on  possessing   hims'elf  of 
^ir      ^"^"'Ij'  ^",  ^''''^^*  ^«  ^'^^t^-o-y  tlie  provisions  collected  at  that 
W  »■        place  ior  the  colonial  forces,  to  carry  with  greater  success 
lus  Proclamation  into  effect,  and,  finally,  to  make  such  dis- 
positions  as  might  enable  him  to  intercept  the  march  of  tho 
patriot  army  towards  Norfolk.     The  intelligence  of  (his 
hostile  design  had  justly  alarmed  the   people  of  Suffolk, 
then  m  a  defenceless  state.     Willis  Riddiek,  a  zealous  citi. 
zen,  who  commanded  the  militia,  hastily  drew  up  part  of 
them  together,  but  these  were  badly  provided  with  arms, 
and  anmiunit  ion.     He,  therefore,  lost  no  time  in  represent, 
ingto  Col.  Woodford,  and,  through  him,  1o  (he  Committee 
01  bafety,the  exposed  and  dangerous  situation  of  the  place, 
soliciting,   at  the  same  time  such  assistance  as  might  detep 
Jiunmore  from  his  meditated  attack,  or  foil  him  in  his   si- 
nister schemes,shguld  he  actually  attempt  to  carry  themiiK 
tfl  execution.     Thi?  call    for  assistance    reached  Colonel 
A  party  is  ^^oodtoi'd  on  the  night  of  the  20th   November;  early   (he 
wSord^  ZVt  "'^''"^"ff' »•«  *Jetael>ed  a  party  of  213  light  troons*,  rios 
^proteit     «f*»^;»  excellent rillemen)  under  the  command  of  Ih-uie. 
iTjat  Hlaca    "^"'^  »-0]. Scott,  Major  Marsha?!,  and  other-  nrojM-r  ofR^'ors  ,- 
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^reetin^  ihcra  to  make  a  forced  march,  to  wateb  fli*  move-    CH  AP* 
ments  of  the  enemy,  and,  by  every  possible  effort,  to  pre-        l  V. 
venl  Che  further  progress  of  Dunmore,  until  the  main  body 
of  the  colonial  army  could  reach  the  intended  liehl  of  ae-  ~" 
tiort.     This  decision  and  promptifude  of  Woomnji-d,  and 
the  alacrity  manifested  by  the  detacbment,  excited  univer*. 
m.\  applause.     The  expediency  of  waiting  for  an  addition- 
al supply  of  various  implements  of  war,  together  with  the 
•lifficulty  of  procuring  waggons  for  the  conveyance  of  tho 
baggage,  somewhat  retarded  the  departure  of  the  gallant 
•ofuinander  himself;  but  he  soon   followed  with  the  rest  HeTOarrtra* 
•f  his  men,  and  arrived  at  Suffolk  on  the  25th.  there  hkn* 

The  object  of  this  expedition  were  both  just   and  salu-  ^^^^ 
tery.     rhey  chiefly  embraced  the ««  protection  and  defence 
•1  )  lie  persons  and  the  property  of  all  friends  to  Imeriea.'* 
— On  this  subject,  the  instructions  delivered  to  Woodford 
ky  the  Commilteeof  safetyareemphaticallypositive;  and* 
Whilst  they  direct"  that  Tories,  and  others   who  take  aa 
active  part  against  their  country,  are  to  bo  considered  a9 
•nemies,  they  solemnly  call  on  the  humanity  and  discre- 
tion of  the   commanding   officer,  to  prevent  the   wanton^ 
damage  and  destruction  of  any  persons'  property  whaso    f?]*^n"fl^m« 
•ver."     (l)The  malignity  of  the  disaffected, 'howeverj-maioryrl 
•ould  not  be  restrained  by  their  consciousness  of  the  raiild,  po.i"«i^boirt 
hui^iane,  and  even  generous   system  thus  intended  to  be  ^  ^^P®^ 
pursued      Calumni(Kis  and  inflammatory  reports  were  sew 
dulously  spread,  ascribing  to  the  patriots,  and,  under  their 
direction,  to  the  army  now  on  its  march,  a  plan  of  resent- 
ful proscription,  and  merciless  severity.      Aware  of  the 
mischievous  tendency  of  such  impressions,  if  suffered  to  Declaration 
take  root  in  the  public  mind,  and  intent  upon  conciliatory,  °'  '-'^  '^^^* 
not  upon  irritating  meas'ires,  the  Committee  of  safety    "/"'^^^^', 
thought  it  proper  to  issue  on  the  subject,  the  following  de-  u^a  ^^^^ 
t(iaration : — 

"  Whereas  divers  reports  have  been  propagated  that  tlie 
«  army  destined  to  guard  and  protect  the  inhabitants  of 
^  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  and  the  parts 
«  adjacent,  were  empowered  and  directed  to  destroy  the 
»  houses  and  property  of  particular  persons  in  some  of  tho 
«  towns  in  those  parts,  who  have  l)een  justly  alarmed  by 
«  such  false  and  malicious  reports  :  in  order,  therefore,  to 
«  do  justice  to  tlie  public  in  general,  and  to  satisfy  all  pri- 
*i  VHfe  persons  in  particular,  the  Committee  of  Safety 
*<  think  it  necessary  to  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  man* 
«  ner,  thiit  the  above  mentioned  reports  have  been  propa- 
'»  gated  without  having  tiie  least  fouudatioii  in  truth,  it 
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Cf  AP.    **  ImviDg  been  ileternnned,  and  the  araiy  aftrtsaid  beTng' 

lY.        *»  iiisnucted  panieularly  to  sii|»port  and  j;roiect  the  per- 

*•  sous  and  property  of  all  I'liends  to  An:<rica,  and  ii<J* 

Avanionly  16  damageanddestroy  the  properly  ofanyperv 

sun  #h^oever. 

Jbi)  order  of  the  Commitieej 

IDM  L  ]S  D  PI  L\  D I  .ETON.  President. 

About  this  liuie  ne>t   evideuce  wiis  afiorded  of  the  eifll 
26  tent  and  (iial)olicai  Mviture  ol'the  ilagilioiis  sohenns  sec'ie% 

Connelly's  ly    framed  and    wiaiured  by    the  tioatherous  Dur.niure^ 
plot  a.^uinsc  ibat  veiy  eoion\  of  whicti  he  professed  hiuiiseli  lh0 

§ua!'(!i;!n,  the  proieeloianutke  friend.      The  part  of  tl.os* 
s(i.en;es  to  vhieh  a  referener  is  now  niadej^contenipia.etl 
uo  Ifss  than  an  active  co. operation  of  the  Intlians  with  th» 
d!s.,;ieeted   in  tlie  hack  seltlenienls.   and,  by  penetpating 
thi«;!i^h  the  interior  oi  Virginia,  in  hostile  and  forniidabi^ 
arr;i>,  an  nlliniate  junction  with  Ounniore  himself  a*  A»» 
li^xaudria,  on  tlie  Potonsutk,  v^ih  in  the  ensuing  springs 
'i'  c  prinripal  aetor  in  this  deeply  laid  intrigue,  was  on# 
Jj    n  Connelly,   a  native  of  Lancaster  county   in   Penii* 
8;  (vania.    This  nian,  conspicuous  for  his  bold,  enterpri* 
si!ii>  restless,  artful  disj)osition,   had   presented   hiB)self 
to    Dunniore  towards   the  latter  rnil  of  July  preceding 
^iih  certain  proposals,  equally  flattering  to  the  rest'Dt^* 
in<  :!<   and  to  the  hopes  of  the  exasperated  Governor.-.^ 
iSc  V,  its.  ofcourse,  (avorably  heard,  and  highly  encouraji;od, 
A  plan  wasjoiiillN  fornitd,  that  seeniriMo  piomisc  infiili- 
ble  success.     Assurances  of  ample  rewards  from  i)unnior» 
wevp  conveyed  to  such  officers  of  the  inililia,  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Augusta  county,  as  were  thoiigiit  well  inclined  to 
the  ro^al  cause,  and  willing  to  evince  their  devoiedness  to 
tljc  soveitign,  by  plaeirig  themselves  und«'r  the  command 
of  Connelly.     Already  the  Indians  on  ihe    Ohio  had    btea 
prepared  to  act  in  concert  with  him  against  the  friends  of 
Aurerica  in  that  cjuarter.     To   consolidate   this  scheme* 
ai.'l  f  lie  better  to  connect  its   extensive  ramifications,  tU& 
crai'tj  adventurer  was,  about  tiie  15(h  of  September,  disf» 
pjjtihfMJ  hy    Dunmorr    to   Ceneral  Gage  at   Boston  ;  antfe 
to\^:rd'i  the  Uiiddle  of  October,  he  returneil  with  instructi- 
ons fiom  the  latter.     These  instructions  contained   a  full 
dfvelopement  oflhe  whole  design.    Connelly  the  original 
projci'for.  was  invested  with  the  grade  of  Lieutenant  Cott 
lot-1  cojnnianfiant  of  a  regiment   to  be  raised  among  tb© 
L(»;  i.'.i^ts  of  fhefroniier  set<lenients.     He  was  to  proceed 
to  Detroit,  and  there  to  be  reinforeed  with  several  con>|»a.» 
uie^orihe  Uoyanrish,  by  Captain    Lord,   then   stationed 
.  af  For}  (if  ;>e.  in  i he  Illinois  Count ly.     From  the  different? 
garri'ons  in  those  parts,  field  pieces  and   military   sJore-^ 
V  ••<■  to  !M»fMrn?*hpd  bint.     No  artiftec  calculated  to   s&- 
d  •  ■■:]'.    5i-  'i;.M  Ch^'fs  ni'jo  an  efli(  loot  e6-o;-i  ration,  no  vf- 
Cort  likely  to  invigorate  the  sinews  of  savage  warfai!fcy 
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ffes  t»  wraain  unf ned.     Fort  Pitt  wa«!  fixe/?  n^nn  as  the     CH\l*. 
general  rciKjezvims  of  all  (lie  forces  (liustoacf  •!n<'(M' Con         IV. 
ne!Iy.     Tlienfe  they  would  liuve  cros*^!'!!  the   i'lcj^lianies, 
anL  marchini^flifoii.;!!  Vii'jifinia,  joined   Dunniore,  on  the  -  ^-rg 

SOt^^i  of  April  ensuin;^,  at  Alexandria,  where  an  army  was 
to  laud,  under  the  cannon  of  ships  of  war.  Of  tliat 
town,  the  conspirators  hoped  to  posses^  themselves  wi(h 
the  ntmost  facility.  For  a  Ion:*  time,  fortune  seemel  to 
fav  '  ir  this  apparently  well  eoncerfed  and  forinidalde  plot, 
in  (he  proseciMion  of  which  Connelly  had  often  travellc<j  to 
cnnsiderahle  disfanees,'and  in  various  direclion«,  witlsdut 
meetinj^  with  any  serious  ohslacle  or  dan.t^er.  At  leni^fh, 
the  mystery  in  which  his  nefarious  practices  had  hecii 
hJthorto  shrouded,  was  happily  reniove»f  Certain  suspicions 
arose  in  the  breast  of  a  Patriot,  who  knew  ao  Indian  Com  uiis^- 
issary  hetween  whom  and  the  Governoi*  expresses  frequent- 
ly passed,  to  he  hostile  to  the  American  cause.  These  sus  )i- 
fciuns  induced  the  seizure  of  an  express  of  this  description, 
whose  papers  led  to  a  partial  discovery  of  the  plot  and  its 
Duthors,  and  enabled  a  colonial  committee  to  take  proper 
measures  for  the  arrestation  of  Connelly.  As  the  latter, 
therefore,  was,  in  company  with  two  other  persons,  pro* 
ceedinjj;  to  Detroit,  the  destined  theatre  of  his  Krst  opev'A- 
tions,  a  party,  purposely  stationed  on  his  route,  stonjicd 
liim  together  with  his  companions,  about  five  miles  abivc 
Haijferstown.  They  were  brought  for  examination  befure 
the  Connty-Comniittee  at  Frederick-town  in  Maryi.;ad, 
tcM  <5ays  a^ter  Connelly's  partinjj;  with  Lord  Duni  jip. 
The  two  iadividuiils  wlio  aitcnilod  him  on  !ii»  joiiiney  were 
Allen  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  Dr.  Joh.i  Mni  ti, 
also  a  Scotchman.  The  former  had  been  induced  to  ^va- 
Ijark  hi  tois  hazardous  uadertaking  by  <he  grant  of  a  v  juv-  • 

mission,  as  tst  Ueut^nAut  unler  Connelly,  in  I  by  a^ssur mces 
©f  rapid  promotion  ;  and  the  latter,  if  his  own  declar  J  ioa 
be  credited,  by  the  a|)j»oiritment  of  Surgeon  to  tiiPi  ;)vo|,et- 
ed  regiment.  Upo;i  searching  and  examining  theji*  >ag- 
gage,  a  general  plan  of  the  whole  scheme  vmis  found,  with^ 
large  sums  of  money,  a  letter  from  Ouniuori*!  to  one  vJ'  ih^ 
Indian  Chiefs,  and  other  authentic  docu  neats  caluii  ttcd 
fiilly  to  dispel  every  doubt,  and  to  fix  upon  the  agenis  and 
representatives  of  monarchy  the  ad<lilio:ial  stigma  of  o  li-  - 
ous  inachiaations  against  a  Colony  Ihat  had  hifiierto  ,;)rO' 
fessed  none  but  constiiutional  ol>jeets.  !)u  i  nore's  ie  ten 
(1)  was  seasoned  conformably  to  the  Indian  taste,  tiii)  is 
couched  in  a  style  highly  figurative,  and  hyperbolically  ft-a- 
ternal.  It  was  lovingly  addresiscd  to  Brother  Cautaiii 
Wfiik-nies,  with  a  request  that  he  shouhl  convey,  to  tlie 
Co  •ri^.stalk^  as  well  as^io  ihe  chieis  of  the  Min;j;oe5..  an  '  the 
j^st  of  the  six  nations^,  the  sentiments  whicii   it  contalied. 
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CHAP.    Tbus  was  a  plot  originally  contrived  with  profound  and  i^ 
IV.        mazing  secrecy,  and,  in  its  subsequent  stages,  managed 
with  consummate  skill,  brought  by  patriotic  vigilance  and 
'  zeal  to  an  untimely  catastrophe.      The  result  only  con- 

tributed to  feed  the  flame  of  public  diseonte!it,  and  to 
injure  tlje  cause  which  the  bold  and  wily  projectors  ha4 
intended  to  promote. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Colonel  Woodford,  witik 
Proctml-  the  main  body  ol  the  Virginia  forces,  reached  Suffolk  on 
s  at  Suf-  the  25th  of  this  month.  His  appearance  was  hailed  by  thi» 
k  Patriots  as  the  harbinger  ofviclory,  and  of  future  security 

to  the  Lower  Country.  Several  mounted  volunteers  her» 
joined  him.  Here,  too,  he  found  under  confinement  eight 
euspected  persons,  among  others,  one  Wallace  and  his  be* 
trot  bed  mistress,  with  a  young  Marylander,  taken  in  arms  a-< 
gainst  Virginia.  The  Committee*  of  safety  was  immedi* 
ately  consulted  on  the  measures  which  it  would  be  proper 
to  adopt  in  relation  to  those  Prisoners.  It  appears  that 
Wallaee*s  attachment  little  partook  of  those  romantic  ani 
glowing  transports  which  would  have  induced  an  impassi* 
oned  lover  to  prefer  confinement  with  the  object  of  his  af- 
fections to  liberty  without  her ;  for,  no  serious  charge  be* 
ing  alledged  against  him,  he,  with  peculiar  warmth,  solicits 
ed  a  speedy  releas«.  Mr.  Page,  the  member  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Safety,  on  whom  this  part  of  the  public  corre&-» 
pondence  had  devolved,  confiding  in  Woodford's  prudence 
and  humanity,  left  to  his  decision  the  management  of  this 
delicate  matter,  recommending,  at  the  same  time,  polito 
attention  and  tender  treatment  to  the  lady,  and  the  promo« 
tion  of  her  matrimonial  hopes.  «  The  young  Marylandc» 
«*  taken  in  arms  against  us,'*  he  added,  *'  1  should  wish  to 
•  «  send  to  Maryland,  and  consign  him  over  to  the  resentn»ent 

<*  of  an  honest  Committee  of  his  own  country." — The  same 
letter  contained  the  sketch  of  a  counter-proclamation,  oS 
wlii<*h  no  use  seems  to  have  been  made  by  Woodford. 
The  detachment  under   Scott  and  Marshall,  not  having 
•met  with  the  enemy  in  the  environs  of  Suffolk,  continued 
goottadvan-  their  march  with  unabated  alacrity,  and  advanced  within 
'^^ -Tbiici^^  about  eight  miles  ol'  Great -Bridge,  securing  in  their  pro- 
^NovemVer  g»'<'ss»  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Creek,  several  ob- 
28  noxious  characters.     Intelligence  was  there  obtained  that 

the  Great-Bridge,  a  pass  of  primary  importance,  as  it  o- 
pened  to  tbe  colonial  army  the  only  avenue  to  Norfolk,  was 
guarded  merely  l)y  Blacks,  and  an  inconsiderable  hotly  of 
disaffected  Inhabitants.  This  information  afforded  new 
motives  for  activity  and  dispatch.  Accordingly,  after  or^ 
derlng  three  small  parties  towards  thf  waters  to  secure 
and  ^'olleet  nil  ih(^  boats  to  one  place,  a  measure  which  wa« 
promptly  und  easily  effected.  liieutenant  Scott  resumed  liis 
march,  and  reached  the  Bridge  about  12  o'clock,  on  tbo 
^stU,    A  scheme  to  cut  off  spine  advanced  centinels  vf  thfe  ' 
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Oieray,fBne(1ofitsohief  objec(,  the  party  detached   tbv    CHAP 
tii;u  inrpose  liviving  unfortunatel.V  heen  I)«^vvi!(lcrv(|  in  ihe        l\. 
marshes.     One  of  iIumi*  men  onl^  was  wounded,  and  a  few 
iiHit^nifieant  articles,  helunj^in^  to  them,  seized  Hpon.     At  ^g 

«un  set,  as  the  officers  were  consulting  on  the  best  method 
of  obiaininj?  possession  of  the  Fort,  their  men.  in  the  act  of     „     .,*• 
diseharj,'in};  their  wet  pieces,  fired  several  shot  at  the  ene-  commenced 
toy.     I  lie  latter  quickly  returned  the  fire  of  tiie  Colonials;  tljere. 
and,  m  this  prelude   to   the  fierce  ejnlesl  now  at  hand,  a 
private  in  Capt.  Josiali  Parker's  company  was  killed.     By    - 
th«'  council  of  war,  Scott  was  unanimously  advised  to  march 
th^*  next  morning  all  the  troops,  except  one  company,  to  the 
noats  ahout  five    miles  below,  thereto  ero^s,  and  attack      Plan  of  aft 
the  enemy  in  the  rear,   whilst  the  company  iefi  would    be  au^ckof 
able,  from  behmd  the  houses  to  prevent  their  reHeafing  o-  tlie  enemj. 
rcr  the  Bridge.     This  would  part  of  the    hostile   force  he 
destroyed— an  important  pass  secured— ijie  capture  of  the 
Fort  rendei-ed  more  easy— the  attack  on  Norfolk  accelera- 
ted—and dismay  struck  at  once  into  the  enemy.      \ll  j  l,^^^. 
Were  substantial  and  brilliant  objects,  nor  would  the  ^nior 
end  coinage  of  either  officers  or  men  have  shrunk  from  (be 
ejorious  task,  had  not  subsequent  information    clearly  e- 
vinced  the  expediency  of  waiting  for  the  main  body  of  the 
nrmy.     To  this  delay  Lieutenant  Heott  waS  further  in.ldced 
by  the  cautious  injunctions  of  Woodford.     This  exc»  llent 
officer,  who  naturally  combined  prudence  with  intrepidity 
Was  deeply  sensible  of  the  tendency  which  early  operations 
generally  have  to  determine  the  character  ann  fate  of  as 
appeal  to  arms  ;  and,  in  sueh  a  cause  and  at    such  a  junc- 
ture, he  would  reluctantly  have  stak»d  the  destinies  of  his 
country,  and  his  own  reputation,  on  'contingencies  calcula- 
ted to  dazzle  and  seduce,  but,  in'  themselves,   extremely 
liazardoMs.     To  the  prudential  maxims,  and  matured  sya- 
tem  of  action,  inculcated  on  his  mind  bv  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  the  illustrious  Washington  himself,  he  had 
resolved  steadily  to  adhere  (  l )  ;  and  the  autlfcrity  under 
Whose  direction  he  acted,  had  uniformly  recomin'^ndcd  to 
him  discretion  and  wariness  (2).     fi^sides,  a  diversion  in 
Ins  favour,  by  an    attack  on  Norfolk  and    Portsmouth  was 
at  this  very  time,  preparing  in   Williamsburg  ;  and,   f.  o.a 
^[imlij^arslinaj^the  assistance  of  a  body  of  troops,  then 
igationed  at  Currituck,  within  a  day's  march  of  the  Great 
Bridge,  had  beeiLg;enerously  tendered.    Of  all  this,  Wood- 
ford   was    fully    apprized.     Under    such    circumstances, 
tuouxh  pleased  with  the  enthusiasm  of  (he  troons,  and  eon- 
iidently  relying  on  their  bravery,  he  thought  that    a  com- 
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CHAP,    plete  and  decisive  victory  would  not   be  too  deafly  J^Vitf- 
IV.        chased  at  ihe  price  of  siome  ineonsiderable  delay  ;  and   }n% 
___  ideas  on  (his  subject  happening  ultimately  to  coincide  witJi 
-"*  those  impressed  on  Lieutenant  Scott's  mind  hy  more  par- 
ticular enquiries  into  the  enemy's  force,  the   projected  at> 
Cpxatpianis  tack  was  for  the  present  relinquished.     The  patriots  con* 
jfeliuctuisJi.    tented  themselves  with  throwing;  up  a  stronj?  breast-work, 
•r"  and  stationing  under  cover,  within  one  hundred  and  sixty 

yards  of  the  hostile  Fort,  a  party  of  choice  rillemen,  whosQ 
unerring  fire  sorely  galled  their  opponents.     Major  Spot»i 
^ood,  with  two  companies  of  regulars,  advanced  to  reini' 
force  the  detachment  already  at  the  Great-Bridge  ;  and  a 
body  of  vohinteers  was  stationed   between  that  post    and 
Suffolk,  in  order  to  keep  open  the  necessary  communicatlr 
on,  and  to  eut  off  all  sources  of  intelligence  to  the  enemy 
from  that  quarter.     Many  of  the  inhab'^tants  rallyed  round 
their  country's  standard,    whilst  others  still  adhered  to 
Dunmore.     To  disarm  these,  scouting  parties  explored  the 
adjacent  country  in  every  direction.     Two  companies  of 
fflwocompa-  militia  who  had  assembled,  in  eontormity  to  the  late   tro- 
ijiesofdisaf.  vernor*s  orders,  were  in  one  oft  hose  excursions,  disperse4 
£%sptrs-'  ^y  Colonel  Wells,   at  the  head  of  a  party  of  Volunteers^ 
<jd  by  Weils  au'' their  officers  secured. 

After  a-short  stay  at  Suffolk,  the  interval  of  which  was 
actively  employed  in  providing  for  the  security  of  the  ad- 
Woodford  jacent  country,  and  in  procuring  new  supplies  of  military 
»om  Sidfoik  implements,  Woodford  hiu'self  marched  with  the  main  bo/- 
*j  .iie  Great  dy  of  the  troops,  towards  tlie  Great  Bridge,  where  h«'  ar* 
budge,  _pe-  |.{ved  on  the  2d  day  of  December.     He  found  the  enemy 
cta»t»ar^      posted  on  the  ot'iersideof  the  Bridge,  in  a  stockade  Fort, 
with  two  4  pounders,  some  swivels  and  a  few  other  snvaU 
pieces.     Their  whole  force  amounted  to  about  260  nienj} 
nearly  200  regulars,  including  the  Grenadiers  of  the  litfij 
regiment,  and  a  body  of  Norfolk  volunteers  ;  the  rest   % 
motley  and  despicable  mixture  of  blacks  andivhites,  com- 
manded byJ>Sergeants  of  the  regular  troops,  and  by  disaC* 
feeted  individuals,  acting  as  officers.     Woodfoi'd  immedi- 
atelv  proceeded  to  raise  a  strong  breast  work,  on  the  low-t 
Operations  ^^.p^rt  of  the  street,  adjacent  to  the  causeway  ;  and,  in 
-  advance  of  that  breast  work,  centinels  were  posted,  under 

CO  er  .f  large  heaps  of  rubbish,  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  Bridge,  some  parts  of  which  the  enemy  had  purposely 
destroyed.  At  the  same  time,  batteries  were  comiucnccd 
for  the  cannon  hourly  expected,  in  a  situation  whence  it 
mi;2,lit  play  with  the  greatest  advantage  upon  the  hostile 
Fort.  Byhis  instructions,^  Woodford  was  authorised  to  caU 
in  sufficient  aid  from  the  minute  men  and  militia  of  the 
nei'^hbouring  Counties  ;  but  these,  >vith  the  exception  of  t^ 
few  individuals  could  not  be  relied  on  ;  and  had  not  it  been 
fos*  the  timely  arrival  ofilie  <V  taeiiiiient  under  Lieu'ei^ant 
Seoit,  it  is  probable  thai  ^eveiai  other  Couatjles  besid.<j& 
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Korfelk  an!  Trincfss-Anae,  wuuld  bare  jfeinef)  Dan- 
more.  Even  among  those,  who,  in  that  quartei*,  resort- 
ed to  the  standard  oY  their  Country,  few  were  disposed 
to  act  with  vigor.  I'hese  circumstances  rendered  the 
pi  omptand  efflcieni  aid  of  the  troops  offered  by  North -Ca-  mterof 
i  rolina  highly  desirable — Accordingly,  Woodford  urged  troopf  tVon* 
their    co-operation,    recommending    lo    their    able  and  ^^rta  uaro^ 

eallant  Commander,  Col.  Roht.  Howe,  to  bring  no  men  t^^  ^^^♦^'^P^ 
ut  such  as  were  well  provided  with  arms,  and  announcing  tlwano«4 
his  iiiteiMion  to  order  them  to  be  furnished  with  p;  ovisions 
from  the  Commissary, in  the  same  manner  as  ihe  Virginia 
troops,  until  he  should  receive  further  directions,  on   that 
head,  from  the  proper  authority.     Howe,  no  less  ardent 
than  sincere  in  the  popular  cause  eagerly  anxious  to  pro» 
inote  the  glorious  object  for»which  he  and  his  men  had  ta,. 
lii  n  the  field,  overjoyed,  besides,  at  recognizing  in  Woodi, 
ford  the  brother-officer,  the  acquaintance,  and  the  friend         \ 
ffor,  in  the  last  war,  they  had,  on  the  banks  of  the  Holslon* 
inown  and  esteemed  each  other)  expressed  a  cheerful  rea- 
diness to  effect  with  all  possible  dispatch  the  contemnlaledf 
junction,  and  promised  his  most  active  exertions  in  proeu^ 
ringihe  warlike  implements  desired.     Four  or  five  hun^ 
dred  men,  with  some-cannon  and   ammunition,  might,  he 
informed  Woodford,  be  immediately  expected  at  the  Canip> 
and  there  were,  at  different  places  in  North-Carolina,  uin© 
hundred  men  in  motion  to  join  the  Virginians.     Only  part 
of  this  auxiliary  force  speedily  reached  the  Great-Bridge; 
and  Colonel  Howe  himself,  owing   to  unavoidable  delays' 
did  not  arrive  there  till  the  11th.     Much  was  done,  in  the? 
wean  time  to  invigorate  and  regularize  the  new  army  and! 
to  soften  the  chilling  rigours  of  a  winter-campaign,  to  men 
suddenly  taken  from  their  houses,  and   yet    unaccustomed 
to  military  hardships,  at  all  times  unpleasant,  but  peculi- 
;irly  severe  at  so  inclement  a  season.     If  even  in   the  ma- 
turity of  consolidated  Governments,  in  the  lap  of  national 
wealth    and  poAver,    and    under    the    vivifying    controul 
of  ail  active,  vigilant,  and  experienced  administration,  ar- 
mies are  often  known  to  suffer  from  famine,  disease,  as* 
perl  ;y  of  season,  and  other  incidental  calamities   more 
than   from  the  fire  and  sword    of  the  enemy,  it   is   ea* 
Sily  conceived  that  in  this  infant  state  of  Virginia,  as  a  Eel- 
ligerent,  her  troops  must  have  been  subjected  to  many  in- 
«onvcnienciesand  deprivations.     On  tlieir   march  to  the 
Great- Bridge,  the  conveyance  of  the  baggage  of  the   offi- 
cers and  soldiers  had,  from  want  of  pack  horses,  pack-sad- 
dles, and  public  waggons,  been  attended  with  considerable 
delays  and  difficulties  ;  and  this  circumstance  alone,  iiide-. 
pendently  of  the  great  expence  which  it  must  occasionally 
produce,  threatened  to  render  inactive,  on  the  most  press- 
Sngemergencies,  a   large  j)ortion  of  th^^  troops.   an('   ma- 
terially to  ii^ro  tho  militaiy  operations  of  the  country. 
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CB.AP.  Tlif  barren  region  in  whitii  the  kiniy  was  now  statione^l 
1\.  afibuleu  f>uT  a  scanty  supply  of  corn  and  forage  for  (lie  hor- 
ses ;  and  at-  to  the  men,  their  uncomfor^iiMc  situation  ia 
strongly  depictured  in  a  letter  from  WoncJforii  lo  the  com* 
nianiU-r  in  chief  then  at  W  illiamsburg.  ♦»  W  e  are  hert, 
*i  he  writes,  in  mud  and  mire,  exposed  lo  every  hardsl.ip 
«  that  can  be  conceived,  except  the  want  of  provisions,  of 
<«  which,  how  ever,  our  stock  is  but  small.  The  men  suffei? 
<»  for  shoes,  and  if  ever  soldiers  deserved  a  second  blankell 
«  in  any  service,  they  do  in  this.  Our  stock  of  ammuniti/. 
«*  on  much  reduced — no  bullet-moulds  thai  were  good  for  a> 
«  ny  thing  furnished,  to  run  up  our  lead,  'till  those  sent  th» 
**  other  day  by  Mr.  Page. — If  these  necessaries  and  bettcp 
**  arms,  h^d  been  furnished  in  time  for  this  detachment* 
<«  tht  y  nnght  have  prevented  much  trouble  and  great  CTif 
«<  pence  to  the  C'olonj.  ]\<ost  of  those  arms,  1  received  tli» 
<*  other  day  from  ^\  illiamsburg,  are  rather  to  be  considered 
**  as  lumber  than  lit  to  put  int*.  men's  hands  in  the  faee  of 
<*  an  enemy.  1  hope  we  shall  be  better  armed  in  a  feW 
«*  days." 

"Yet,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  hardship?  calculated  to  im.- 
j>air  the  body,  and  depress  the  mind,  W  oodford  and  hi» 
bi'ave  com[)anions  enjoyed  perfect  health  and  unafated 
«l>eerfulness.  By  the  most  powerful  of  all  moral  stimii*- 
lants,  the  love  of  country,  they  were  animated  and  support- 
ed. This  noble  and  sacred  sentiment  never  fails  to  stamp 
#©n  the  defenders  of  liberty,  a  character  wliich  honoraMy 
distinguishes  them  from  the  satellites  of  mad  ambition,  i.nd 
tron-sceptered  despotism.  It  is  this  sentiment  which  raises 
Bien  above  effeminate, creeping,  cowardly,  selfish,  and  igno- 
bh  passions,  breathes  into  them  boldness,  constancy,  hero* 
fern,  and  "  sends  them  into  the  battles  of  their  counTry, 
armed  with  holy  and  irresistible  enthusiasm."*  The  fer» 
vi'!  u»id  eloquent  leitei*s  of  several  influential  •memhei's  ol? 
tie  (  onvention,  greatly  contributed  to  feed  the  generous 
fli.ine. 


9    31?oto3i*eB^ 
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Meeting  of  the  Convention — E.  Pendleton  is  appointed  Pre- 
sident— Further  operations  at  the  Great  Bridge — State  of 
the  Carolina  troops — The  disaffected  destroy  Vachclor'^s' 
mill-dam — Jllarm  and  preparations  of  Ihmmore — Jijfair 
of  the  Great  Bridge — Fordyce  is  killed  and  his  men  routm 
ed — British  loss — Humanity  of  the  Virginians — The  Bri- 
tish evacuate  the  Fort — Woodford  is  reinforced — Resolves 
to  march  against  J^oifolk — Alarm  in  that  town — Lecla- 
ration  to  the  people  of  Princess-Anne  and  »\^oi folk  coun- 
ties—  Effects  thereof — Petitions  addressed  to  Woodford 
^■^Uelief  afforded  to  the  Highlanders — Declarations  is- 
sued by  the  Convention — Woodford  enters  J^orf oik — Re- 
signs the  chief  command  to  Colonel  Howe — Message  to 
the  magistrates  of  yoifolk—J^ot  answered — Proceedings 
in  .Xorfolk — Subsequent  events — American  force  vndeiy 
Jlowe — Arrival  of  the  frigate  Liverpool — Captain  Bel*  ., 
?cio'.s  message—Burning  of  J^orfolk — Some  differences 
among  the  officers — Financial  and  other  difficulties  of 
the  Colony— Want  of  salt  severely  felt — Colonial  forces 
increased-— -P.  Pienry  resigns — Effervercence  caused  by 
this  resignation  soon  subsides. 

The  Delegates  met  at  Richmond  on  the  Ist  day  of  De-   ^  ^.. 
•jeniber.     It  had  now  become  necessary  for  them  to  appoint  the^Convcn! 
a  new  President.     Peyton  Randolph  was  no  moi'e.     That  tion. 
illustrious  citizen,  distinj^uished,  at  first,  by  the  eminence  l^^^niberl 
©f  his  forensic  station,  and  afterwards   by  the   abilid^, 
aseal,  integrity,  and  dignity  which  he  displayed  in  the  high* 
«r  oftlces  of  public  life,  had  been  several  times   «''ected 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  Burgesses.     On  tlie  20th  of  Mnrcli, 
1775,  he  was  unanimously  ai)pointcd  President  ot  the   first 
Convention  ;  and  on  the  11th  of  August  following,  first  no- 
minated one  of  the  Delegates  .for  A'irginia  to  the  General 
Congres.*     A  new  and  well   merited  honour  awaited  him 

•  The  vote  stood  as  follows  : 
^r  P.  Randolph,        .        .        89,  I  ToTias  Nelson,        .        ,        .        C6, 


R.H.Lee,  .        .    88,  |  R.  Bland, 

Thomas  Jefferson,        .       85,     G.  Wyth^ 
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Clf  \J*,  ihere.  WitT»ont  one  dissentient  voice,  lie  was  ealled  to  \ir^^ 
\.  side  over  lliuf  great  and  veneraWe  body  ;  and  while  attend- 
inj^  if,  a  (bird  time,  on  (he  22d  day  of  October,  a  .sudden 
'  stroke  of  a{)0|iilex^ ,  deprived  Ainericaof  this  virtuous  firm, 
and  wise  patriot,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.  The  re*^ 
mains  of  this  >vortliy  Patriot  were  afterwards  brought  from 
Philadelphia  to  Williamsburg bv  Edmund  Randolph, bis ne- 
p]uM>  and,  in  November  1776,  deposited  in  the  family  vaults 
in  thi.  CoUege-Chapel,  with  suitable  funeral  solemnities.—^ 
A  si'ort  time  before  his  departure  for  the  general  eoutinen*. 
lai  Congress,  the  convention,  observing  witli  great  coaeern, 
thai  he  was  much  indisposed,  recommended  to  him  to  re- 
tire for  the  present  from  the  fatigues  of  public  duty,  ten- 
deri  ig  to  him,  at  tiie  same  time,  their  unfeigned  thanks  for 
1m  unremiltcd  aUentinn  to  the  imporiant  interests  of  his 
Conntrii,  and  Jii,^  utncearied  appUcalion  lo,  and  nhlcjaith" 
fid,  and  impuvtial  di.scliarge  of  the  duties  if  his  office  ;  and 
ashJi'-iiig  him  that  he  had  the  zvarmcst  ivishes  6f  llie  Con- 
xcnlion  for  a  .^peedii  reiuiti  ofheaithf  and  mi  nninternpted 
evjo-jment  of  evenj  fcUeily.  il.  C.  JVieholas  was,  on  the 
foUowiiig  day,  appointed  to  act  as  President  during  Mr. 
Run<ioldh's  indisposition  or  absence,  an  appointment  which 
did  iiim  great  lionour,  and  upon  which  he  reflected  ihe 
s^'leiulor  of  his  own  worth,  uuring  ihe  remainder  of  the 
Edmund    session.— 'i\>  fill  the  Vacancy  thus  produced  by  the  lament 

Pendife.onis  ed  death  of  Mr.   Raudolpti,  no  person  was  deemed  better 
appointed  ♦q-  Jijilicd  than  the  vmeiable  Edmund  »*ctidlefon.     He  was 

Fien  eat.  .^j.^.jjpjjiugiy  elected  President.  After  taking  into  consi- 
deration a  dispatch  from  Woodford  respecting  his  situa- 
tion, and  that  of  Lord  Dunuiore  and  his  motley  auxilia- 
ries,  and  sidesnnly  enjoining  to  the  Commander  of  the  for- 
ces actually  in  the  field,  to  risk  as  little  as  possible  the 
suecessof  hisarms,  at  so  import  a!it  a  crisis,  and,  if  his  nuim 
Leis  should  not,  in  his  Judgment,  alford  amoral  probabili« 
ty  ol  answering  the  purposes  of  the  expedition,  imm<5di- 
ately  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  troops  oiTered  by 
Ivorih  Caroiina,  the  Convention  odjourned  till  Monday 
foil  ;wing,  then  to  meet  in  WilJiams!)urg  We  have  9.U 
rea'y  stated  the  mi^.isiires  of  Woodford  in  regard  to  the 
Koi'ii. -Carolina  reinforcements.  Colonel  Vtelis,  who  liafl 
joined  the  Patriots  at  tlie  head  of  a  few  volunteers,  was 
disiiatehed  to  meet  those  reinforcements,  and  to  eoKect. 
astd  transinit.  certain  ■'!''>;  tuition  of  every  circumstance 
pe'.itive  to  their  inare!'. 

In  the  mesM)  tiiue.  a'l  an-iost  incessant  firing  was  kept, 
up  at  the  (ireat-Bridi',e,  !>e(ween  the  Patriots  and  Dnrt- 

■R.  Pland  having  declined  the  i'.ppnintiTient,on  accoimt  of  his  advanced  age, 
anl  •  cceived  the  warmest  trunks  oF  tbe.  CQn\«ention  fo"  his  pr.st  sei-v'ice?, 
F.  --i  "ilfuot  Lee -.var.  1 '>i-nia.;i.ed  in  his  steiid.  After  P.  BandoJph's  deaj^j 
(^.  Braston  was  appointed  to'succeeA  him  m  Congiteas. 
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jfloPfi's  troops.  On  the  side  of  the  Virginians,  the  loss  was  CHAP. 
locousiderable,  as  fi'otri  Che  Isf  to  tiie  9|h  of  Jlecemln  r,  Y 
only  fv.o, men  appear  to  have  bren  killed,  and  one  Mound- 
ed. On  the  side  of  the  enemv,  many  were  seen  to  fall,  es-  ' "'  '" 
pcf'ially  from  the  desd'uetive  lire  of  the  riflemen,  whom  Purti.er  o- 
IVoodford  had  directed  not  to  discharge  their  pieces  with-  pemtions  ut 
out  a  good  chance  of  e (feet.  Belwfen  the  boat -g;uards  of '^''^^,^'^"^^- 
both  nai'ties.  seveia)  skirmishes  took  place,  in  which  (he  ^ 
colo;uals  had  the  advantage,  and  miin,>  Blacks  were  made 
to  expiate  their  brutal  rashness.  A  number  of  these, 
hitvin^  erossK,!  over  from  the  Norfolk  side,  set  Hre  to  the 
.  house  nearest  <o  the  Bridge.  The  flames  rapidly  spread, 
and,  in  the  space  of  a  few  minutes,  their  fury  destioyed 
live  houses,  most  of  themexiremely  valuable.  One  of  ihe 
ineeudiaries  was  shot  down  by  the  American' cen<in<!s ; 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  extinguish  the  i\ve  and  suve 
the  buihlings,  because  (lie  intense  liglit  produced  by  the 
conflagration  would  have  expos<  d  the'^men  lo  too  miuh 
danger  from  the  artillery  of  the  hostile  Fort.  Anion:>  the 
Tarious  occurrences  of  this  petty  and  preparatory  wariue, 
the  following  particularly  deserves  to  be  noticed — \\o<>d-. 
fopd.  receiving  intelligence  thai  the  enemy's  boai-giaitl 
might  be  attacked  to  advantage  by  a  party  crossing,  a  mile 
below,  near  a  place  where  his  own  boat-guard,  in  sufli- 
cient  foi'ce.  lay  concealed  in  a  cove,  detached,  on  the 
3d  day  of  December,  Captain  Taliaferro,  with  a  party 
of  sixty  men,  who  were  directed  secretly  to  station  them-* 
selves  in  the  neighborhood,  cross  in  the  night,  amt,  uiider 
proper  and  safe  guides  to  advance  to  the  back  of  the  ene- 
my's post.  A  hope  was  entertained,  that  •if  they  found  a 
ready  passage,  and  were  faithfully  conducted,  the  enemy's 
guard  would  be  cut  oif  between  two  fires.  Taliaferio  had 
discretionary  powers  to  return,  or  to  maintain  the  post  on 
the  other  side,  in  the  event  of  success,  and  if  the  situation 
and  other  circumstances  were  favorable.  Should  the  post 
be  reiained',  it  was  Woodford's  intention  immediately  to 
send  there  an  adequate  reinforcemen I.  Unfortunate^,  (he 
boat  which  waste  have  convened  the  detachment  over  the 
river,  could  not  be  brought  to  act  till  the  nmrning,  and  this 
disappointment  induced  Taliaferro  [;o  apply  for  new  instruc- 
tions. Captain  Nicholas,  with -i2  men,  had  alreiidy  been 
sent  to  reinforce  him  ;  but  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  un- 
foreseen difficulties  which  tlireatened  to  render  the  plan  of 
a  surprise  almrtive,  Woodford  ordered  Colonel  Stevens  to 
take  command  of  the  whole.  About  12  o'clock,  the  ensuing 
night,  the  Vii-ginians  crossed  the  river,  marched  close  i;!>  lo 
the  enemy's  centinels  without  being  discovered,  and  weee 
on  the  point  of  cutting  them  bif,  or  silently  securing  tlj'^m, 
when  one  of  the  latter  gave  the  alarm,  and  fired.  This 
fire  was  immediately  returned,  bid  f.'ouj  too  mnc'i  eavger- 
»es55  and  impetuosity,  some  eonf tisian  took  place,  and  the 
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CHAP,  origin&K^  <\mgn  was  not  so  well  executed  as  it  liad  lieen  plaJS* 
V.  ned.  Tiie  object  in  view,  however,  was  so  fav  accomplish^ 
ed  as  to  disperse  the  enemy's  guard,  destroy  their  fortifica- 
4t=s:^BEa«  tions,  and  burn  the  house  which  afforded  them  shelter.  A 
Aegro  perislied  in  the  flames,  another  was  shot,  and  two 
were  taken  prisoners.  Four  muskets  fell  into  the  hi.nds  of 
the  victors.  The  gallantry  of  the  men  who  composeu  tlie 
detaehmeilt,  and  the  intrepidity  of  their  oflifcers,  were  cons-, 
spieuous  on  this  occasion  ;  Avhile  the  barbarous  spirit  of  the 
enemy  exhibited  itself  in  the  circumstance  of  gushed  and  «ut 
balls  being  found  on  the  black  prisoners,  wIjo  stated  that  sa-* 
Tage  and  detestahle  practice  was  joctilarly  termed  by  Dun- 
more's  satellites,  "a  fit  preparation  for  the  flesh  of  VirgU 
nians."  Against  the  slaves  taken  in  arms,  Woodford's  in- 
structions directed  him  to  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of 
war.  and  all  the  officers  loudly  called  for  their  prompt,  un- 
mitigated, and  exemplary  punishment.  However,  as  a  coun- 
ter-pioclamation  irt- answer  to  that  of  hunmore.  was  shortly 
to  be  issued  by  the  Convention,  nd  as,  upon  a  subject  which 
involved  the  life  of  man,  that  humane  commander  wished  to 
have  the  explicit  orders  of  the  supreme  authority,  he  post- 
poncil  all  measures  more  harsh  than  strict  confinement.—* 
Beside  these  two  hlack  prisoners,  several  other  negroes  had 
fallen  into  his  hands,  together  with  Captain  Hodges  and 
John  Royal,  a  Baker,  apprehended  in  the  act  of  conveying 
provisions  to  (he  ministerial  army.  The  fate  of  these  indi- 
•viduals,  and  of  such  others  as  might  afterwards  be  plated 
.  in  a  similar  situation,  Woodford  rather  chose  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  wisilom  of  the  great  national  council,  than 
left  to  his  own  discretion. 

Ai  this  time  colonel  Wells  returned  from  North-Caroli* 
State  of  the  ^a.    The  intelligence  vvhieh  he  brought  of  the  ardor,  sin- 
Ciiiouna       cerityvfthd  bravery  of  the  expected  auxiliaries,  was  highly 
troops.         pleasing:  but  his  account  of  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
other  military  implements,  damped,  in  some  degree,  the 
sanguine  hrpes  which  their  approach  had  inspired,  ((ij) 
Tlie  malignity  of  the  disaffVcted  could  not  be  restrained 
j     even  by  the  terrors  now  hanging  over  their  heads.  Upon  the 
I     road  from  the  Great  Bridge  to  Suffolk,  Bachelor's  mill- 
dam,  which  afforded  a  passage  over  Deep  Creek,  was  by 
some  of  them  purpose^  hroken  down,  and  Dunmore  pro- 
T>ie  disaf-  mised  to  station  in  a  few  days,  a  party  at  that  place.     In 
trov^isfc?     ^^'^'  however,  he  was  anticipated  by  the  vigilance  and  ac- 
lor^smiu-      tivity  of  Woodford,  who  quickly  repaired  the  damage,  and 
dam.  '  established  there  a  force  sufliciently  strong  to  protect  the 

passage  of  w  aggons  to  his  troops.     This  new  evidence  of 
the  hostile  spirit  which  pervaded  the  adjacent  country,  in- 
I      duced  him  as-ain  to  press  on  the  Convention  the  expedien- 
cy of  prompt  and  considerable  reinforeemenis,  as  lie  fore- 

> ' ■__._T-      —      I  .ll.  -  ■-■■-.--■■.. *-.... 

(1)    Appendix,  No.  T. 


4ir\v  tliat,  cv^n  after  the  retluction  of  the  Fort  al  the  Great    ClfAP. 

Bridge,  a  giurison  must  he  lei't  at  Ihh  JinposUiiit  i>as-i,  uail          V. 

military  guards  stationed  at  several  oii;er  points,  in  ordo; 

to  awe  the  disalfected,  at  least,  iiit(^an  iuaetivc  neutraiijy         ~     '-' 

or  to  crush  their  criminal  attempts  ai  the  very  nionieat  oi 

their  hir'.h. 

Every  information  from  prisoners,  scouts  and  individuals    Alarm  nnd 
friendly  to  tlje  cause  of  America,  indicaled  il;c  alarm  and  pitp.j-  i;*; 
consequent  activity  of  Dunujorc,  in  his  preparations  hoth  oii^uimiorc 
for  defensive  and  oflensive  measures.     Intreuchments  and 
batteries  were  hastily  constructed  at  Norfolk  ;  the  Bhicks 
and  the  Tories  were  enihodied  and  furnished  with  arms,  and       | 
the  country  people  forced  to  drive  iheir  cattle,  and  convey      j 
Tarious  other  supplies  into  the  town.  A  large  body  oi'Iii^h-     / 
lanjlprs,  who  iiad  just  arrived  with  their  wives  and  chiidien, 
^mTwhose  original  destination  was  a  neigiiijoriiig  colony, 
where  the  la1)ors  of  husbandry,  and  oiher  peaceful  occnra- 
tions  had  been  held  out  to  them,  wei-e  hrouglyMo^JiJo|k, 
in  some  of  the  tenders,  to  recruUJQLiwiupxe^irmy,  alreaily 
reinforced  from  other  qtiartei's.     At  the  same  time  daily 
accessions  increiised  the  force  ai  the  Ureat  Bridge,  where  it 
was  still  hoped  to  an-cst  tiie  progress  of  the  Patriots,  aatl 
even  to  annihilate  their  rising  ascendancy,  and  b^  a  sigaal 
victory  to  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  colonial  resistance  ia  the 
Soutlu 

An  ingenious  stratagem  contributed  to  encourage  that  Afkur  ast 
delusive  hope,  and  precipitated  the  operations  attSic  (jreat  *^''«r  ^"^yS^ 
Bridge  to  a  conclusion  equally  giorio-js  and  useful  to  Vir-  ^^^^^^'o,^^ 
ginia.  A  servant  belonging  to  ^lajorrdarshall,  being  pro- 
perly tutored,  deserted  to  Dunmore,  and  reported  that 
Woodford  had  at  the  bridge,  not  more  than  30;)  shirt-nun, 
an  appellation  contemptuously  b.estowed  by  the  enemy  oa 
the  S'irginian  soldiers,  because  iuost  of  them  were  dressed 
in  hunting  shirts.  Dunmore's  usual  v.ariness  enriccly  for- 
sock  him  on  this  occasion.  Giving  implicit  faith  to  t.'jc 
deserter's  statement,  he  eagerly  eaugi it  at  tiie  S)ait.  and  h;;s- 
tily  forming  a  scheme  to  surprise  the  Patriots  in  tlieir  in- 
treachments,  dispatched  captain  Leslie  with  all  the  regi:- 
,  lars,  nearly  200  in  number.  This  detuehnjesu  arrive'/  at 
the  Great  Bridge  on  the  9tji  of  December,  about  3  o*o'(  ci:: 
in  the  morning.  Three  hundred  h'ack  a-ud  white  s^avc^ 
immediately  joined  it.  Pianks  were  laid  across  the  15:  cige, 
and  the  enemy  heganto  crossjustafierthe^  Virginians  Irad 
beaten  the  reveillee,  a  nioment  \pvy  iujuuioiouslyljxed  ifpon 
by  the  assailants,  if  tliey  intended  a  surprise,  and  hi.^ai," 
favorable  to  a  vigorous  resistance  on  the  other  side,  as  all  Cue 
men  there,  must,  of  course,  have  been  under  arms.  Cant. 
Fordyce  at  the  head  of  his  Gienatiiers,  a;  lOinHing  to  rhon' 
60,  led  the  van  ;  and  fjieutenant  Battui  c  .iti.^.ianded  -he  '.\([ 
vaaccd  [larty,  while  Leslie  appeared  in  tlic  rc^^r,  iscadi;\ 
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CHAP,    the  Blacks  and  Tories.    This  last  corps,  diirinf*  the  whole 
V.        of  tiie  attack,  did  not  advance  farther  tlian  the  Dnd.t?e. 

As  it  had  been  usual  with  both  {parties  to  iislier  in  each 
"'  day  by  the  discharge  of  some  guns,  the  lirst  iiiing  ^^  tiitt 
ministerialists  dfd  not  create  any  extraordinary  alarm  oa 
the  part  of  the  Virginians.  Soon,  however,  thereat  ile'- 
sign  of  the  enemy,  who  were  discovered  rapidly  advancing 
over  the  Bridge,  became  manifest.  A(\jutant  Blackl^iirn 
was  first  heard  to  call  out,  Boys,  stand  to  your  avm^  .'  and 
the  vigilant  and  intrepid  Bullitt,  then  stationed  at  som© 
distance  on  the  left,  alarmed  Lieutenant  Travis,  Mho  com* 
manded  Captain  Meade's  company  at  the  Bi*east-\\ork, 
and  himself  quickly  repaired  thither.  Woodford  jaid 
Spotswood  immediately  pressed  down,  the  one  to  the 
Breast-work  in  front,  and  the  other  so  the  alarm-post  un- 
der his  command,  about  250  yards  distant.  A  heavy  and 
tremendous  fire  now  opened  on  the  British  column.  Tiie 
whole  of  this,  except  Leslie's  corps,  proceeded  along  the 
caurevvay,  which  admitted  only  of  a-few  men's  maj'chiug 
abreast,  and  approached  the  intrenehments  with  fixed  bay- 
onets, displaying  in  their  advance  the  most  .adnurable 
coolness  and  intrepidity.  Beside  the  terrible,  fire  ti  at 
galled  them  in  front,  they  were  enfiladed  by  a  small  body 
of  colonials,  whom  Coloi^jei^lejens,  of  the  minute  Bi:»ta- 
lion  had  collected  and  posted  on  an  eminrnce,  ratbcr  more 
than  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left.  The  multiplied  cfen- 
gers  of  this  appalling  situation  had  no  e/ffect  on  the  gallant 
Fordyce,  and  his  undaunted  followers.  Tiiey  still  moved 
|3!fecembei  9  onward  with  the  same  firm  and  rapid  step.  About  45 
F'ldvceis  yards  from  the  Breast-vvotk,  as  this  heroic  leader  Avas  tri- 
kili«d,  umpliantly  waving  his  ,hat  to  those  in  the  rear,  a  ball 

etriiekhim  in  the  knee,  upon  which  he  stumbled  and  fell. 
Anxious,  however,  to  conceal  from  his  troop  this  discoura- 
ging circumstance,  he  instantly  rose  up,  lightly  brushed 
his  knee,  as  if  his  fall  had  been  merely  accidental,  and 
continued  to  lead  them  on  to  the  attack.  They  were  now 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  Breast-work,  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets, keeping  up,  rs  they  advanced,  a  brisk  and  regular 
.  jBre,  when,  by  the  advice  of  Colonel  Bullitt,  it  is  said,  se-f 
Teral  riflemen  simultaneously  discharged  their  pieces  at 
Fo7*dyce,  who  immediately  fell,  pierced  with  fourteen 
ball's.  The  death  of  their  I'ommander  was  for  the  Bri- 
tish the  signal  of  an  irretrievable  defeat.  The  officer  next 
to  Fordyce  in  authority  was  mortally  wounded  ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Battut,  who  had  been  shot  in  the  leg,  lay  prostrate 
on  the  ground.  Many  privates  had  fallen.  In  iiiis  des- 
^*^^^™*^*^  perate  situation,  a  precipitate  retreat  towards  the  Fort 
w as  the  only  resource  left  to  the  assailants. 

Nor  were  they  allowed  to  seek  their  way  back   without 

a  warm  and  vigorous  pursuit.     At  the  entrance   of  the   I- 

^slimd,,  however^  they  were  rallied  by  Captain  Leslie,  who 
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now  fin'ned  aj^ainst  the   piirsuinj^   victors  two   pk^ses   •¥    CIT.\.P, 
c;prsK)ti,   wh  v,li,  dnrinq:  (lie   attack,    ".lad   played    on  the         V, 
br    -  -work.     To  answer' this  fire  with  success,  the   Vir- 

j^iM^v.ns  had  no  artillery,  and  aIthou,u;h  in  the  ardor  of  in-  '■ -"=*' 

herent  courage,  andthe  resistless  entliusiasiti  of  victory,  the  December  9" 
troops  loudly  called  for  an  immediate  assault  on  the  ene- 
my's fort  iticat  ions,  regardless  of  their  own  want  of  can- 
non, and  of  the  formidahle  and  destructive  volleys,  which 
that  of  their  opponents  threatened  to  pour  upon  them, 
Woodford,  faithful  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Convention, 
and  fo  the  dictates  of  his  own  cautious,  calm,  and  circum- 
spective, yet  fearless  spirit,  thought  it  hettcB  not  to  endaii- 
gei'hy  so  hazardous  an  attempt,  the  safety  of  his  country, 
ann  the  honor  of  his  arms.  It  was,  however,  determined 
to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  islantf.  To  effect  this,  ($, 
became  necessary  to  occupy  a  projecting  point,  from  yhicU 
the  riflemen  might  act  to  the  greatest  advantage  ;  hut  this  • 

station  the  Virginians  could  not  reach  without  heing  ex- 
posed, in  the  whole  advance  tov.ards  it,  to  the  tremendous 
effects  of  the  enemy's  cannon.  Colonel  Stevens,  who  ne- 
ver cahiulated  the  danger  of  an  enterprize,  hut  merely 
considered  the  honour  and  utility  which  it  promised,  readi- 
ly took  upon  himself  the  performance  of  this  arduous  ser- 
vice. He  w^s  soforJunaJe  as  to  gain,  a;  the  head  of*  one 
hundred  men,  chiefly  riflemen,  the  desired  post  without 
susiaining  any  loss,  and  tl>ere  stationed  his  p;\rty,  to  the 
right  of  the  British,  heliind  the  hcuses  on  the  point.  The 
incessant  and  unerring  Tire  of  the  Virginian  marksmen 
soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  Islr.nd.  In  their  hasty 
and  promiscuous  fiigljt,  they  left  beliind  them  the  twojne- 
ces  of  cannon,  together  with  several  dead  and  woundr 
ed,  .  . 

The  scheme  of  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Fort,  was 
now  renewed  hy  Colonel  Bullitt  with  additional  impetuosi- 
ty. Under  the  present  consternation  of  the  enemy,  that 
scheme  certainly  promised  considerable  fiicility,  and  o- 
pened  a  rational  and  animating  prospect  hoth  of 'local  suc- 
cess and  of  distant  advantaged  The  undelayed  capture  of 
the  Fort  might  have  led  to  a  surprise  of  Dunmore  and  the 
■Tl  ories  in  Norfolk,  stiuck  at  the  root  of  a  troublesome  pre- 
ilatory  war,  and  by  creating  temporal^  embarassment  in 
the  early  measures  of  the  enemy,  usefully  retarded  hosti-  ' 
lilies  on  a  more  extensive  scale.  Woodford,  however,  ap- 
prehensive o.f  a  f(>int  and  ambuscade,  and,  beside  the  pre- 
ponderating motives  to  which  we  have  alreadv  ailuded, 
influenced  by  the  prevalent,  though  eventually  *e;roi!ndles3 
report  that  the  body  of  Highlanders  before  mentioned,  had 
been  marched  up  to  reinforce  Leslie,  persisted  in  thatpru- 
de.Uial  system  which  the  awful  responsibility  uow  resting 
upon  him  evi  k'ntly  san  <io«ed. 

la  this  action,  the  loss  of  the  British  was   uncommonly 
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CH\P.    severe,  cor.sitlerinj^'lhe  r.um')rr  of  the  troops  actually  cni 

V.    *     Ra.^t-d.     Besiile  Lieutenant  Hiittul,  17  prisoners  were  ».vr 

ken,  alt  of  them  covered  with  wounds.     Every  officer  was 

■—-   eit lies- killed  or  disabled,  and    only  eleven    of  Fordy<"e'8 

Grenadietssur. iw(J.     Captain  Leslie  experienced  in  the 

Sa'iisriosJ.  po;j^'nunc\  ol  i)rivate  sorrow,  a  melancholy  aggravation  of 
the  disgrare  and  huniiliaiion  attendant  on  the  vanquished 
soiiiierl  His  llrolher,  luoriaih  wounded,  and  faint  with 
loss  of  i)!ood,  had  scarcely  reached  the  Fort,  when  he  sank 
into  his  arms  and  exi)ired.  Woodford  stii)uo«e<l,  at  iirst, 
thill  the  number  01  the  British  dead  did  noi  exc -ed  fifiy  ; 
bui  front  the  great  effusion  of  blood  subsequenily  obsened 
on  I  he  Bridge  and  in  the  Fort,  from  the  account  of  the 
seitM'ies  whofcaw  many  cospse  convevedout  of  the  Fort 'to 
b#i:terred,  ami  fro njV vera i  other  circumstances,  he  was 
ulli  >  a^ely  uiduced  l{*  believe  ihat  many  more  of  theene- 

•  w\  uiust  havcfailea  in  this  short,  but  murderous  engage^ 

nunt.  Their  loss  wias  afterwards  ascertained  to  hav.  a- 
Bjou  "ted  to  10.i  killed  and  wounded.  On  ilie  side  of  ihu 
Vir<  Inians,  not  a  man  was  lost,  and  only  one  received  a 

sligtii  ^>ound.  ^ 

The  lunrauilV  of  the  Virginians  after  the  battle,  w.js  no 

o/mT'^^  less  vonspicuoiis,  than  their  iiitrejndity  during  the  eitgage. 

giniaiis.  uient.  The  wouiuled  prisoners  were  treated  with  a  dehcate, 
ard,  ijHleed,  tender  uXiention.  The  gallant  Fordyce  was  in- 
terred with  all  the  militury  honors  tlue  to  his  rank  ;  and  the 
SYPin^hv  as  well  as  t!ie  admiration  of  the  conquerors,  at- 
temU'd  liim  to  the  tomb.  I1ie  British  commander  was  al- 
lowed  to  remove  and  bury  his  other  dead,  upon  condition  of 
iiot  Uriuf-  upon  the  Virginia  troops,  during  theperformac© 
of  tl;is  sacred  and  melancholy  office.  LieiitenantBattut  could 
not  rcbist  an  iiH-Jination  to  'inform  tbe  King's  troops  of  the 
humane  ajid  generous  treatnsent  vvhieli  he  experience.!.— 
4t  i  's  request,  Fnsign  Hoomes  was  dispatclied  with  a  tlag 
k  truce,  and  the  Lieuteivant's  letter.  lie  returned  vi.h 
tbe  following  answer  from  'he  Coinmander  of  the  Fort. 
<*\-i<^-in  Leslie  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Ba\tut, 
and  Vet  urns  ColouenVoodford  lus  sincere  thanks  fo-  his 
^iud  tieatir.ent  of  tbe  prisoners.  He  is  happy  M-,  Bat^ 
tut's  vNound  is  so  slight,  but  is  extremely  sorry  for  the  low 
.of  poorFordyet."  .  .^  ,.         i        wi     1 1 

AiMid  the  t urbulent  scenes  of  civil  disc  rd,  and  the  hi  oo- 
dyconHietsotangrA  vur.  v,h.'nevcr  i  ny  ef  »hose  1 1.  h  .  .6 
and  J -euerous  affections  which  ennoble  and  digi.ifv  cur  .>a- 
luref  happens  to  gleam  through  the  sombre  tint  soft  he  sub. 
iect  before  the  hist oi  Ian.  bis  feeUngs  are  ii-esjstiblv^oolh- 
ed  i'lto  deli-bt,  and  hishea--  <  dilates  with  manly  exultatioiv 
Tliis  remark  applies,  svith  c-rculiar  force  to  thepre^it  oe 
cu  r  «uc  WV.^-weU  witli  o-iiiMaeniey  on  the  amctmg 
rc,>M-a-  between  hecordue.  oCl^unmor. .  vud  that  >i  l-C 
Virguiiau^.-On  one  ?ide,  sybicmaiic  treachery,  iiiiplic* 
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Wc  rancop,  and- a  flaj^i'.un  violation  of  almost  every  prin-     CHAP. 
cii»ie  liiat  ccinenls    society,   hikI  j^^ovrins    Uiauidiid — ihc         V. 
ruWiitss  Indian,  add  ihe  no  less  U'rociMus   Ai'iiean,   aimed 
agaiasi  a  colony   entitled  to  irdress,  .tnu  forbearance — the  ' —     '    ^ 
tet  loi-sof  maiMial  law;  wantonly  conjuieu  up  to  intiniid-ate  Deceu.ber^ 
and  eomiiel  a  kindred  race  oi*  iVeenien  into  an   nncon«liti- 
onal  surrender  ol'  tlieir  Inherent  and  essential  rights — on 
the  oilier,   a  reluctant,  but  just  and   necessary  appt^ul  to 
arms,    when  all  remonstrance  tails,  and.  in  the  bosom  of 
Ticlory,  a  magnanimous  oblivion  of  accumulated  wrongs, 
a  pious  regard  to  the  feelings  orhumaaii;, ,  a  reads   tiiijute 
totlie  gallan.r.>  of  the  foe,  and  a  proud  acquiescence  v\  all 
the  usages  of  civilized  war  ! — N»v  was  ihis  temper  le  and 
honorable  spirit  contined  to   Woodford  and  his  aniiy  ;    all 
the  ilocuments  before  us,   both  public  and  private,   evince 
its  uaiversal  prcviilence.     *•  I  iiave  been  sensibly  t  »uciied,'^ 
v^ritesa  dtstinguished  member*  of  the  Convention,  (o  (he 
Commander  of  (ue   Virginia    forces,    »»  with   the   treat- 
^*  inent  of  the  officer  and  soldiei's  made  prisoncjs  in  Ihc 
«*  late  attempt  upon  your  breast-work.     I  cannot  refrain 
*»  from    expressing  my  approbation   of  a  concfiict,    >vliicK 
*  must  do  honour,  through  your  delicacy  of  sentimcn:,  to 
«  our  national  character.     To  make  war  against  luunaii 
<*  nature  is  not  our  object  ;   but  to  laki    up  aruis  against 
«  a  tyrannical  system  of  oppressio:i,  becomes  the  good  .aid 
«  ihe  hrave.     When,  through  the  chance  of  Mar,  an*  of 
<*  our  fellow-subjecta,  though  difFering  in  political  opinion, 
**  fall  into  our  hands,  not  only  the  rites  ofhumanity  sh(;uld 
«  he  shewn  to  them,  but  the"  utmost  tenderness  and  aiVec- 
*«  tion,  as  it  is  evident  that  tliey  are  not  the  aulh.ns  of  our 
•*  present  calamities.     In  all  cases,  the  vantjuished  are  en- 
«  titled  to  lenity.     The  Convention  not  only  thank,  but 
**  honour  you  on  this  occasion,  and  applaud  >  our  paying 
<'  the  highest  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  bn^ve  Cajj  aiii 
"  Fordyce.     Such  magnanimity  Avifl  exhibit  yiurcharac- 
"  ter  in  a  most  favorable  light  to  your  fViends  and  coun- 
"  trymen." — Other    communications  expressed    in    sub- 
stance the  same  sentiments,  and  the  solemn  hora?ge  of  the 
Convention  soon  crowned  these  private  eulogies.  (  l  j  ^.^^^  „  ... , 

By  their  belief  of  reinl^orcements  dispatched  to  the  ene-  evlcuauy 
iiiy,  and  their  consequent  expectation  of  it  new  attack,  the  ^^^'^  ^'"i^. 
Virginians  had  been  induced  to  renr.iin  underarms.  This 
precaution,  however,  proved  unnecessary  Nothing  was 
attempted  to  relieve  or  strengthen  Leslie,  who,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  night,  evacuate<l  the  fort,  of  which 
the  Provincials  took  possession  the  next  morning.  T'ey 
found  in   it  some  warlike   im  -'e    ents  and  other  o^  je  ts. 


]VIl-.  John  Banister.  (1)    AppcTi!$ix, -N'o.  8. 
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Woodford  is 
I'cintbrced. 


Resolves  to 

march  a- 
gaiiist  Noi'" 
tplk. 


Alarm  in 
that  tewn. 


winch,  in  their  precipitate  retreat,   the    enemy  had  not 
been  able  (o  lemove.  (1) 

The  repvesentaiioMs  of  Woodford  to  the  Convention,  his 
urgent  and  repeatea  applications  for  reinforcements,  am- 
niunition,  and  other  supplies  produced  the  desired  effect. 
He  received  a  con»iderahle.  accession  both  of  men  and 
military  stores  Surgeons  and  medicines  >vere  likewise 
provided.  Part  of  thr  leinforcements  consisted  of  choice 
riflemen  from  the  upper  counties  of  Virginia,  and  the  rest* 
of  two  detachments  of  the  ^^orth- Carolina  troops,  undet" 
Colonel  Vail  and  Colonel  Howe,  with  some  cannon  and 
ammuniifon.  -^— .--. 

Tiie  plans  of  Woodford  to  improve  advantages  so  glo- 
riously and  so  happily  obtained  had,  for  a  montent,  been 
fluctuating  and  undefined.  "^I'he  combination  ot  so  mnny 
favourable  circumstances  put  an  end  to  all  uncertainty* 
It  was  resolved  to  march  to  Norfolk,  the  strong  hold  of 
ministerial  power  and  the  focus  of  hostile  enterprize  ;  and  & 
numerous  party,  under  Colonel  Stevens'  was  immediately 
deiatlied  to  Kemp's  landing,  with  orders  to  secure,  in  th6 
neighborhood  of  that  place,  every  person  known  to  have 
left  Norfolk,  since  the  battle  of  the  Great-Bridge.  A- 
mong  the  individuals  arrested  in  consequence  of  these  of- 
devs,  one  AVilliam  Calvert  reported  that  he  was  present 
when  Dunmore  received  the  news  of  the  defeat.  His 
Lordship,  frantic  vith  rage,  swore  in  his  impotent  ra« 
vings,  that  he  would  hang  the  boy  who  brought  the  infor- 
mation. The  intrtnchn)en<s  were  hastily  abandoned  5 
more  than  20  pieces  of  cannon  spiked,  and  dismantled; 
and  the  fleet,  resorted  to  by  the  late  Governor  and  many 
of  the  disaffected,  with  their  families,  and  the  most  porta- 
ble and  most  valuable  of  their  eifeets,  as  the  only  asylum 
against  the  impi'iiding  vengeance  of  the  Patriots.  Nothing 
but  trepidation,  shame,  and  despair  was  now  to  be  seen 
among  those  rash  and  infatuated  boasters,  who  lately 
hurled  defiance  and  insult  in  the  face  of  the  Virginians— 
who,  wi^h  ferocious  Joy  and  presumptuous  confidence,  spoke 
of  easy  triumphs  over  them — considered  their  noble  en- 
thusiasm as  a  momentary  eflTervescence  of  popular  phren- 
z\ — denied  their  courage  as  well*  as  their  ability  to  resist 
mmisterial  onmipotence — and,  in  their  dreams  of  ideal 
conquest,  dealt  around  confiscation,  proscription,  and 
death.  The  first  evidence  Avbieh  Dunmore  gave  of  his 
huuibled  and  cowering  spirit,  was  a  proposal  for  an  ex- 
cliange  of  prisoners.  This  measure,  evidently  desirable 
on  both  sides,  was  retarded  by  an  unlucky  mistake.  (2  ) 


(1)  Appendix,  No.  9. 

(2)  Ibidem,  Xo.  10. 
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On  the  llth,  and  previously  to  the  march  of  the  detach-     CII A  P,r 
metit  umlei'Col.  Stevens,  Woodford  had  issued  the  follow-         V. 
ing;  declaration :  

<*  To  the  Inhabitants  of  Princesa-Jlnne  andJ^orfolk  Coun- 

titS.  Declaration 

*<  The  late  action  at  this  place,  it  is  hoped,  will  (ronvince   ^°  *'^?  ,1":''' 

,  ,  ,  .1  •  .  •    I     pie  0(  I'nn- 

"  you  that  we  are  able  to  give  you  that  protection  which    cess -Vnne 

"  we  were  sAt  to  afford  vou  ;  and  this  is  to  inform  all  per-  andNovK)lk 

"  sons,  that  notwithstanding  you  have  taken  the  oath  ore-  '^"o^'^e^^bCT 

«*  scribed  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  some  of  \ou  have  aotu-  n^ 

**  ally  taken  arms  against  vour  country,  still  it  is  not  my 

**  design  to  injure  any  of  your  persons  or  properties.     On 

**  the  contrary,  I  mean  lo  ;»rotect  tliem.  and  afford  you  all 

*•  the  assistance  in  my  power.      For  these  reasons.  I  ex- 

**  peet  you  will  behave  well  to  all  my  parties,  and  view  ^11 

'*  the   passes  and  other  places,  where  an  enemy  may  be 

<*  concealed,  and  give  me,  or  the   highest  o;ficer  of  my 

<'  troops,  immediate  notice  thereof     I  expect  a  number  of 

**  men  will  asseunble  at  Kemps'  to  protect  that  place,  till. 

«  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and  make  the  best  provision 

"  for  our  recfeption.     The  Commissary  will  pay  the  usual 

«'  nrice  for  all  supplies.— Given  at  the  Great  Bridge,  this 

«  11th  day  of  December,  1775. 

Wm.  WOODFORD." 

In  consequence  of  this  declaration  of  Woodford,  many       Effects 
of  the  inhabitants  resorted  to  his  camp.     Among  these,  thereoi 
some  had  taken  the  part  of  the  enemy  through  mere  ne- 
cessity, and  w^ere  sincerely  inclined  to  espouse  their  coun- 
try's cause,  whilst  others  were  onlv  intisnldated  into  the 
affectation  of  repentance  and  the  mockerv  of  patriotism. 
To  the    former,  all  reasonable  indulgence  was  extended  ; 
and  on  the  latter,  the  vigilant  eye  ofilistrast  was  kept  in- 
cessantly open.     "^mU  individuals  as  w  re  «aken  in  .r.-ms, 
■were  sent  to  various  places  of  conlinemetit.  coupled  ea<'h  of      i 
th^rn  to  one  of  his  black  fellow-soldiers,   with  a  pair  of     f 
hand  cuff's.      This  was  considered  as  a  jnst  stigma  oi  the 
whites,  for  having  voluntarily  entered  the  field  against 
their  countrymen  with  such  auxiliaries. 

Though  many  inliabltants  of  Xorfolk  were  impelled  by      pe^itloqs 
their  fears  to   take  shelter  on  board  tiie  ships,  a  mMch     nfldie   ed 
greater  num!)er  necessarily  remained  behind  in  that   de-  toUtod.ord 
voted  place — som0  unv/illing   to  aband  »n  their  property  j^^.  ^  "   ^ 
without  a  stru:?gle— .others  trusting  in  the  moderation  of 
theeonf|uerors — and  the  majorily,  viewing  with  terror,  if 
they  deserted  thv?ir  homes,  t'«e  dreary  prospect  of  comfort- 
less exile  and  unmitigated  want  ;    and  deriving,  beside, 
from  tiieir  obscurity  in  life,   a  well  'n*ounded  hope  of  es- 
caping the  resentment,  and  even  the  not  lee  of  the  victors. 
B'    i!'  these,  a  oetiiion  was  adflresse  I.  Jn  <ernis -»r  !i ',m- 
blest  supi>lication,  "  to  the  right  honorable  arimj,  entitled 
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Cii  AP.    the  sons  oflihcrly  nnd  propeviy,  in  and  over  ihe  Colony  antt 
V  i)  'miiiiouoi'  y  r^iiiia.'^      Fiiis  ju'titiuq  containt*    Inprihty- 

\>    V.   xpi<3sioris(»t\vjirm  uttachinen!  to  the  conirnun  c-Husr.  a 
'"^  r.ior  •  sincere  stateuieiit  of  j^reai  alarm  Joi   the  oersori«  and 

pio^-:»;  oi  iH'  petitioners  ;  and  euncliKied  ii^V  intreaiing 
no  oiil,v  in  lul.^ence,  »nU  eliel' and  protection.  Another 
petition  was  leccived  from  that  bodv  of  Ili,i;hland  euii- 
gianis,  whose  orij^inul  destination  was  ihe  e«iJon;i<»f  North 
C.iroliaa.  bui  who  iVoui  stress  «d' weailu'r  had  he«norivea 
iniothe  Bay  of  Clies.tpeake,  and  there  intereepted  hyone 
of  iJunmore's  armed  snip'-,  and  brou.y;hi.  a;i;ainst  their  owa 
ineiiiiation,  into  V  ir:,inia.  to  reinforce  the  ministeriaJ  ar- 
im.  i  1  j  Thej  rejvresenttd  their  hlanieiess  intentions^ 
the  compuJsion  under  which  thev  had  acted,  and  the  dis- 
tr<'ss  into  which  (hey  liitd  he.  n  pJunfjed,  in  conseqnencr-  of 
their  vessel  being  detained  by  I)unmore.  and  their  wives 
and  children  surrendered  to  the  horrorsof  liusger  and  na- 
kciiness,  in  tlie  midst  of  strangers.  Both  these  petitions 
S^u*»  ^^^^'^  brought  to  Woodford,  whilst  yet  at  the  Great- Br iiige, 
IijgidandcTs  '«n<l  by  him  referred  lo  the  Convention;  bu;  in  respect  to 
tiie  wretched  objects  ofiiie  lalfer,  his  aclj^tft  benevnJence 
did  not  permit  him  to  delay  that  plot ec! ion  and  assistance 
wliich  tlieir  pitiable  situation  soiniptri<msl^  claiii>ed.  Cer- 
tai.i  thai  the  liheraiity  of  (he  Convention  pcrfertly  aceord- 
cd  with  the  generous  impulses  ol'his  o\>nheart,  and\\ould 
^  ra'.il;  e>eiy  act  ol  unticipateU  kindness,  he  hastened  lo  re- 

lieve I  heir  most  pressing  wants;  and  soon  after,  when  ia 
possession  of  ^orfclk,  Colonel  Howe  and  himself,  in  con- 
formity Avith  the  injunctions  of  the  supreme  colonial  au- 
thority, caused  those  wretched  emigrimts  to  be  supplied 
f  ^\hh  provisions  and  cloiliesat  the  public  expence,  and  ena- 
bled them  to  proceed  to  their  destined  settlement  in  IVorih- 
\  Carolina. — Sound  policy  seemed  to  sanction,  in  this  «'ase, 
Ihe  suggestions  of  liumanity.  It  was  eminently  desirable 
to  si'cure  the  attachment  of  these  Highlanders,  and  other 
emigrants  from  the  same  country,  in  fjivour  of  the  Anicri- 
ean  eaiise.  They  constituted  in  North-Carolina  a  formi- 
dable body,  seated  in  apart  of  that  colon;> .  whence  any  at- 
tempt made  by  them  against  the  common  interest,  n(i.i;:ht 
prove  ex'ensively  injurious.  They  were  Avell  kn<.wn  to 
cherish  great  native  partialities,  to  be  varm  in  friendship, 
and  inexoralde  in  resentment.  It  might  be  supposed  that 
no  iiif.uence  could  so  easily  attract,  n©  tie  so  firmly  bind 
Ihcui  to  tlie  American  cause,  as  acts  , of  kindness  and  bene- 
volence generously  extended  to  their  friends  and  relatives, 
under  this  undeserved  as  well  as  unexpected  pressure  of 
poverty  and  distress. — Such  might  well  be  the  calculations 
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•f  human  prmleiKJ*^  at  this  tiino,  though  suljseqnent  events*    CHAP. 
68  .»'»''s!i!il  I n'ir  fallacy,  ami  deinonstrateJ  the  extreme        ^• 

di  n  •  ;  iv,  il'  n»(    the   >iil.^-r  impossibility,  of  eradicating   _^ 

prTJiidiees  sirewj^tiiened  by  every  circumstance  of  early  e-  "'' 

d  «Mi'oii,  and  entwined  round  the  hear!  in  such  a   manner 
as  to  close  its  avenues  aj^ainst  all  other  sentiments. 

On  the  13i:i    December  the  |iatriof-army  about   1000     Declaraii^ 
stronj;.    began  a  for^'ed  .;iareh  towards  \orfoIk,  leaving  1,^";/^^^^^, 
be  lin  1  I'jc  waggons,  heavy  baggage,  and  jirisoners,  under  ventlon.  ""' 
the  jijiiar;!  of  \lajor  Marshall,  at  the  head  of  three  compa-     Decembca: 
nics.  vvif  h  udersio  maicli,  as  soon  as  the  caaseway  and  the  ^^• 
Bridge  should  be  repaired.     On  the  same  day,  and   on  the 
da'  following,  the  Convention,  aware  that  in  a  juncture 
lik<'  J  he  present,  no  less  depended  on  the  favorable  iuipres- 
si!>!i  I  of  the  public  mind  than  on  the  success  of  their  arais, 
iss'ied   two  declarations,   wiiicb  fiicir  iinpoi'rance  entitles 
to  a  place  in  the  body  of  our  narrative. 

^gf     *  ViRGiviA,  December  13,  177.'?. 

S^ihe  flepresentntiTes  nf  -he  People  of  the  Cnlotiii  and  »o- 

minion  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  general  Convention — 
A    DKCLARAriON. 

Whereas  Lord  Duninore,  by  his  proclamation,  dated  oa 
board  the  ship  William,  the  7th  November,  1775,  natli 
presumed,  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  his  eountry,to  declare  martial  law  in  force  and  to  be 
executed  throughout  this  Colony,  whereby  our  lives,  our 
liberty,  and  property,  are  arbitrarily  subjected  to  his  pow- 
er and  direction  ;  and  whereas  the  said  Lord  Dunmore,  as- 
su  ning  powers  which  the  King  himself  ca;inot  exercise,  to 
intimidate  the  good  people  of  this  colony  info  a  com^>liance 
with  his  arbitrary  will,  h  ith  declared  those  who  lo  not  im- 
mediately repair  to  his  standard,  and  submit  in  all  things 
to  a  govern:ne:it  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  to  be  in 
actual  RBBELLiov  and  thereby  to  have  incurred  the  penal- 
ties inflicted  by  the  laws  for  such  offences  and  liathoTered 
freedom  to  the  servants  and  slaves  of  those  he  has  pleased 
to  term  rebels,  arming  them  against  their  masters,  and 
destroying  the  peace  and  happiness  of  his  majesty's  good 
and  faithful  subjects,  whos^propertv  is  rendered  insecure, 
and  whose  livts  are  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  a  general 
insurrection.  We,  as  guardians  of  the  lives  and  liberty  of 
the  people,  our  eonstit  uents,  conceive  it  to  be  indispensably 
our  dutyto  protect  them  against  every  speciesof  despotism, 
and  to  endeavor  to  remove  those  fears  with  which  they 
are  so  justly  alarmed.  If  it  were  possiI)le  the  understand- 
ing of  men  could  he  so  blinded  that  every  gleam  of  rea- 
son   night  be  lost.  tUe  hope,  his  liordship  ^ays,  he  hath 

-  —  m 

*  5|peci»Ily  Macdonald's  expeditioi\,  and  concomitant  transactional 
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CHAP.  rrc'V  finteWatnecl  of  an  aocommoilatio*  between  Hrpat 
V.  Britain  ;in<l  this  oolon;!',  might,  now  pass  imju»ti(;e(l ;  hut 
truth,  justice,  and  common  sense,  must  ever  prevail, 
when  facts  can  be  appealed  to  in  their  suppost.  U  is 
the  peculiar  happiness  of  this  colonjk  that  his  Lordship 
can  be  iraeedas  the  source  of  innumerable  evils  ant  om^  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  misfortune  under  whi-  h  we  now 
lahoiip,  a  jiarticular  itetail  of  his  conduct  since  I  i  arriv^ 
in  this  colony  can  he  considered  only  as  repetition,  it  hav- 
ing been  already  fully  pulilished  to  the  world  by  the  pro- 
ceedings* of  the  General  Assembly  and  Convention;  but 
the  unremitting  violence  with  which  his  Lordship  endea- 
vors to  involve  this  country  in  the  most  dreadful  calami- 
ties, constantly  affords  new  matter  for  the  attention  of  the 
public,  and  will  remove  every  imputation  of  ingratitude 
to  his  Lordship,  or  of  injustice  to  his  character. — His 
Lordship  is  pleased  to  ascribe  the  unworthy  part  be  ba(h 
taken  against  this  colony,  to  a  necessity,  arising  from  the 
conduct  of  its  inhabitants,  whom  he  hath  considci^d  in  a 
reheliinus  state,  but  wlio  know  nothing  of  rebellion,  ex'^ept 
the  na'ne.  Ever  zealous  in  support  of  tyranny,  be  bath 
broken  the  bonds  of  society,  and  trampled  j'ustice  utjder 
his  feet.  Had  his  Lordship  been  desirous  of  effecting  an 
accommodation  of  these  disputes,  he  haib  had  the  most 
am^>?e  occasion  of  exerting  his  interest  and  abilities  ;  f)ut " 
that  b*e  never  had  in  view  any  such  salutary  end,  mnst  rvi- 
dently  appear  from  the  whole  tenor  of  bis  conduct.  'VUe 
supposed  design  of  the  Canada  bill,  having  been  lo  '-w 
doAvn  upon  us  a  merciless  and  savage  enerny,  the  present 
manoeuvres  amongst  the  Roman  Catholi's  in  Ireland,  and 
the  scheme  concerted  with  Doctor  Connelly,  and  other  vile 
instruments  of  tyranny,  Avhich  have  appeared  by  th<'  e\a!i»- 
ination  of  the  said  Connelly,  justify  the  supposition,  and 
most  fully  evince  his  Lordship's  inimical  and  oruel  dispo- 
sition towards  us,  and  can  best  determine  whether  we  have 
been  wrong  in  preparing  to  resist,  even  by  arms,  that  sys- 
tem of  tyranny  adopted  by  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  of  which  he  is  become  the  rigid  execu- 
tioner in  this  colony.  I'he  many  depredations,  committed 
also,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  by  the  tenders 
and  other  armed  vessels,  empffived  by  his  Lordship  for  such 
pnrjjoses.  the  pilfering  and  plunderiu';  the  property  of  the 
people,  and  the  actual  seduction  and  seizure  of  their  slaves, 
were  tj'uly  alarming  in  their  effeets.  and  called  aloud  for 
justice  and  resistance.  The  person^of  many  of  our  peace- 
able brethren  have  been  seized  and  dragged  to  confinement, 
conti'ary  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  constitntfon 
of  our  country.  Yet,  have  we  borne  this  injurious  tr^at- 
TKX'ni  with  unexamnted  patience,  unwilling'  to  shed  the 
b;  •  ;!  (four  fello\v-su'"j«^cts  ;  who,  proseeiuin'r  the  rtea* 
sures  of  a  British  Parliament,  would  sacrifice  our  lives  qv 
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property  to  a  relentless  fupv  and  iinabatin,s;  avarioe.  If  a  CHAP* 
G(iMi'nop  can  be  authorised,  even  by  Majesty  itself,  (o  an-  V, 
Dii!  llie  laws  of  (be  land,  and  intioduce  the  most  exeera- 
bb*  of  systems,  tlie  law  martial  ;  if,  by  his  single  fiat,  be 
«ai)  stri|»  us  of  our  nroper(y,  ean  ^i\e  fr^doin  to  our  ser- 
Taiits  and  slaves,  and  arm  them  for  our  destruction,  let  us 
biil  adieu  to  ev('r>  thing  valuable  in  life  ;  let  us,  at  once, 
heud  our  neck  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  bug  the  chains  pre- 
pared for  us  lind  our  latest  j<oslerity  ! 

It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  Ave  reflect  upon  the  dis- 
tressed sWua'ion  of  some  of  our  unhappv  countrymen,  who 
have  ihoughl  tbemsi  'ves  too  ininetiiately  withiti  the  power 
of  y^o'd  Dunmore^  and  ba'e  been  imiuccd  thereby  to  rev 
main  itiaciive.  Wc  laniem  the  advantag.  he  bath  taken  of 
thei'- situation,  and  at  present  impute  their  inatiivity.  in 
th*  lause  of  freedom  and  the  ConsiltMtion,  not  to  any  de- 
fection or  want  of  zeal,  but  to  their  defenceless  state  ;  and 
whilst  we  endeavor  to  afford  them  succour  and  to  support 
their  rights,  we  expect  they  will  contribute  every  thing  in 
tlieir  power  to  eifeet  their  deliverance.  Yet,  if  anv»of  our 
pco%b',  in  violation  of  their  faith  plighted  to  this  colony, 
and  the  duty  th*»y  owe  to  society,  shall  be  found  in  arms,  op 
cps'lnui^  to  give  assistance  to  our  enemies,  we  shall  think 
ourselv<»3  justified,  by  the  necessity  we  are  under,  in  execu- 
ting upon  them  the  law  of  retaliation. 

Impressed  with  a  just  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  welfare 
aVid  hii.ipiness  of  our  countrymen,  we  trus;  they  will,  on 
theii  p»rt,  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  oui*common 
cause,  and  that  we  shall  all  acquit  ourselves  like  freemen, 
being  co>npelIed  by  the  disagreable,  but  absolute  necessity 
of  repelling  force  by /orcc  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and 
privileges  :  and  we  appeal  to  God,  who  is  the  Sovereigii 
disposer  of  all  events,  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  trusting 
to  his  unerring  wisdom  to  direct  our  councils,  and  give  suc- 
cess to  our  arms. 

EDMUND  PENDLETOIV,  Presidents 

VlRGTNT4,   DeCRMBBR  1*,  1775. 

By  the  Represent alhes  of  the  Penvle  of  the  Colony  and  Da- 
minion  of  Virginia,  asfiemliled  in  Geve^i'al  Convention — 
4  D    CLAK  VriON.  .     . 

"Whereas  Lord  ?>unmo^'c,  by  liis  proelamation  dated  on 
board  ihe  Ship  WiPiaiii,  oTNoVfolk,  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber. 1775,  hath  offered  freedom  to  such  able  bodied  slaves 
a$  are  willing  <o  join  him,  and  take  up  arms  afj^ainst  the  !!i<»od 
people  of  this  colony,  giving  thereby  encouragement  to  a 
general  insurrection,  which  may  induce  a  necessity  of  in*- 
flietingthe  severest  pimishments  upon  those  unhappy  peo- 
ple, already  deluded  by  his  base  and  insidious  arts  ;  and 
\v  vcus.  by  tin  art  of  the  Gene,  al  Assembly  now  in  force 
m  thin  coiuov;iti<j  enacted,  that  alt  negro  or  oiher  slaves> 
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Cil  AP.     conspiring  to  rebel  or  make  insui-rection,  shall  siifTer  deatl(^ 

%.         iiiM<  />«  exeh.tjeG  all  benelH  olchrg^  :   >\t'  jhiiik  it  pioper 

tu  di'ijaii.  tl.Ht  (ill  slaves   who  have  been  or  shall  he  ^eciu- 

"■  eeri  I)}  his  Lordshiji's  Pioclaii  ation  oiothei  <<ris.  to  oesert 

li.eii- uiasiei's  service.  an«i  i;.ke  uj;  arn.sa^ainsi  lie  inha- 
bitants ol  this  colunv,  shall  be  liable  to  such  ]iunishiiientas 
shall  hereal'ser  he  cliifeted  bj  the  General  Convenlioi*— . 
jAiiii  to  (he  emJ.  that  all  such  vhc  have  taken  tlis  unlaw- 
ful ami  wieker.  step,  nay  return  in  salelj  to  their  tiuiy, 
and  eseape  the  lamishment  »iue  lo  their  crimes,  we  hereby 
promise  pardon  to  them,  they  sureending  themselves  to  Col, 
William  AVooulbni,  or  any  other  i  ommander  of  ©ur  troops, 
and  iiot  appearing  in  arms  after  the  publication  bereoj: — 
And  we  do  further  earneslly  reeon:niend  it  to  all  humane 
aiid  lienevolent  persons  in  this  eolouA,  to  explain  and  make 
known,  thiS;  our  ofler  of  mercy,  to  those  unfortunate  pea'> 
pie. 

EDMUiSD  PEKDLETON,  President. 


^Voodford 
ffliie;.s  Nor- 
folkjDecem- 
berU. 


BesigTis  the 
cliiet'  Com- 
n  ai  dto  col. 
Bowe,  De- 
cember 15. 


I^ressafre-  to 
to  the^Ma- 
gislrates  of 

:Sorfolk. 


The^rmy  entered  Norfolk  on  the  lith,  about  10  o'clock 
at  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Col.  Ho\\e,  leav- 
ing, upon  a  friendly  enquiry,  been  found  entitleiJ,  fron)  the 
nature  of  his  commission,  to  the  piecedence  of  Col.  Wood- 
ford, assumed  the  chief  command.  HoweVapp-  »n-men(  was 
under  the  auth  rity  of  Congress ;  and  by  the  rules  of  war, 
all  officers  with  continental  comnjissions  took  preeedenec  of 
provincial  officers  of  the  like  rank.  Between  two  men  who 
justly  anfl  sincerely  esteemed  each  other,  and  whose  zeal 
for  the  common  cause  was  superior  to  the  pettj  jealousies 
of  punctilious  delicacy,  this  arrangement  produced  no  a- 
batement  of  private  friendship,  no  relaxation  of  public  de- 
votedness.  On  every  occasion,  Howe  consulted  \Voodf»rd, 
who  cheerfully  imparted  his  advice  and  his  aid.  Patriot- 
ism harmonized  their  views  in  council,  and  their  efforts  ia 
battle. 

Before  their  arrival  in  Morfolk,  Colonels  W^oodford 
and  Howe  had  jointly  addressed  to  the  magistrates  of  that 
place,  the  following  message  : 

*'  To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
"  BovoiijihorSorfolk. 

'  ".  We  are  marching  to  Norfolk  with  no  intention  to  in- 
«  jure  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  either  in  their  persons 
"  or  property,  unless  (hej  should  attenspt  to  resist  ouren- 
*'  trance,  or  omit  to  inform  us  efihe  intention  of  any  other 
**  persons  to  oppose  us.  Their  being  ex])licit  upon  this  oc- 
**  casion  will  entitle  them  to  our  protection,  which  they  are 
*^  to  expect  upon  no  other  condition.  The  Magistrates  of 
**  the  town  must  give  a  positive  answer,  that  we  may  take 
**  our  ineiisures accordingly. 

WITLTAM  WOODFORD. 
liOBERT  HOWB. 
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To  fhis  message,  Mhich  the  Magistrates  couvpved  to  CHAP 
Dunmore,  on  board  tJ.e  fleet  for  his  perusal,  no  direct  and        V 
lormal  answer  was  given  :  the  annexed  letter  afforded  the 

only  evidopce  of  its  having  been  at  all  noticed :  === 

TO  WILLLiM  WOODFORD,  ESQ. 


Not  answer- 


Sir, 

«  My  fellow  citizens  having  done  mc  the  honor  to 
nominate  me  to  the  Governor  for  Colonel,  or  Comman- 
der  m  Chiet,  ol  the  militia  of  this  Borough,  His  Exccl- 
«  lency  was  pleased  to  approve  of  their  nommation  by  his 
"commission,  dated  the  2nh  of  November.     lam   now. 
.  «  Sir,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  to  expect  from  you 
tha<n,rotection  for  myself  and  family  that  I  am  entitled 
« to,  and  what  the  people  of  Virginia  have  always  aeknow-  i 

«  led^ed  to  be  due  to  the  appointments  of  the  Crown.  ■ 

"  With  much  respect,  I  am.  Sir, 
*'  your  most  ob't.  and  most 
**  humble  serv't. 

XT    ni  i>  r-     .  ALEX'R.  GORDOX." 

Norfolk  Borough,    ^ 

13th  December,  1775.  j 

The  <Iegrading  subserviency  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder-     Procecd- 
men  to  the  late  Governor,  their  contemptuous  silence,  and  i"8^ "'  *^«"^- 
the  haughty  tone  of  the  above  letter,  were  ill  calculated   o  '""'• 
allay  the  resentment  of  the  victors,  who  considered  them 
as  so  many  intentional  insults. 

The  night  was  actively  employed  in  providing  for  the  se- 
cunty  of  the  troops.     A  skirmish  took  place  in  the  street', 
the  ongmal  cause  of  which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  as- 
certained,  and  in  which  three  of  the  Patriots  were  wound- 
ed.    A  few  disaffected  inhabitants  fired  or.  the  troops  from     , 
their  houses.     This  naturally  produced  some  alam,anl    ' 
much  irritation.     The  whole  line  lor  a  while  wi«  kept  un-      '' 
der  arnis,  and  parties  were  detached  to  secure  obnoxious 
charac  ers.     Willoughby*  and  Gordon  were  arrested,  but 
paroled,  upon  their  property  being  made  answerable  for 
their  appearance  m  the  morning.     This  necessary  display 
of  energy  struck  theJTovies^j^i^  Their 

fears  were  still  increas^dTirni^evak^in^^r-t  of  a  na-    ,'''"'"''' 
>al  armament  from  the-northern  Provinces,  in  aid  of  Vir 
gmia.     On  this  subject,  many  groundless  assertions  were 
made :  it  was  even  said,  and,  for  a  moment,  believed,  thit 
the  auxiliary  fleet  had  actually  appeared  in  kmpton  road' 
r;  .  '^  ^!t^  multiplied  cares  of  this  eventful  night,  the 
wants  of  the  army  were  not  forgotten  by  the  indeAitigable 
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Subsequent 
eveius. 


t'lIAP,    'Woodford.    Meat   al)ounded,   but  flour    was    extremely 

v.        scarce,  in  Norfolk.   The  Commissary  received  strict  orders 

<o  secure  adequate  supplies  of  Corn,  and  the  mills  were  ira- 

•  mediately  set  to  >vork.     A  proper  attention  was  likewise 

December  paid  to  procuring  for  the  troops  as  comfortable  quarters 
as  the  seiison  and  place  would  allow. 

In  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  which  placed  in  view 
of  each  other,  and  almost  in  immediate  contact,  two  hos- 
tile jjarties,  inflanted  with  more  than  usual  irritation,  and 
equally  resolved,  the  one  to  exeit.  the  other  to  resist,  vi- 
olence, endless  bickering,  mutual  annoyance,  and  sharp 
conflicts  became  unavoidable.     Each   side,  however,  ap- 
peared anxiously  to  guard  against  the  charge  of  aggression. 
Several  musket  balls  were,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  fired 
at  the  Otter.      The  next   mori\ing.  Captain  Squirl^   who 
commanded  that  ship,  dispatched  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  A- 
uierican  chiefs,  con\eying  information  of  the  hostile  act. 
To  mere  wantonness^  not  to  preconcerted  offence,  he  was 
willing  to  ascribe  the   obnoxious  event,   and   therefore, 
would  forbear  firing  upon  the  Town,  so  long  as  no  injury 
should  he  manifestly  aimed  at  his  Majesty's  ship,  and  the 
people  under  his  command.     Howe  and  Woodford  stated, 
in  answer,  that  their  men  had  not  been  ordered  to  fire  at 
the  Otter,  and  that  the  circumstance  alluded  to  in  Captain 
Squire's  message,  had  probahly  originated  in  the  American 
gjiard  Ihing,  through  misfake.  on  one  of  their  own  parties. 
On  «he  succeeding  day,  Captain  Squire  requested  by  ano- 
ther flag,  to  be  informed  if  the  American  commanders  in- 
tended to  prevent  the  Army  and  Navy  from  being  supplied 
with  water  and  other  provisions.     The  reply  was  decisive 
and  unequivocal.     It  stated,  that  henceforth  every  possi- 
ble effort  should  be  used  to  prevent  any  communication 
whatever,  between  the  British  forces  and  Norfolk,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  colony.      This  determination,  duly  ma- 
tured and  never  to  be  shaken,  was  predicated  on  the  pre- 
vious  outi'ages  and  violence  of  those  forces  against  the 
persons  and  property  of  unarmed  citizens.     In  the  after- 
noon   the  tv\o  shij»s  of  war  and  tenders  spread  their  sails 
and  fell  towards  the  distillery.     A  large  Snow,  having  on 
board  i  000  bushels  of  salt,  an  article,  which  its  now  preva- 
lent scarcity  rendered  of  infinite  value  to  the  Americans, 
was,  by  signal,  ordered  to  follow.     This  order  not  having 
been  executed  vvithsufticient  celerity,  the  Snow  found  her- 
self ihsulated  and  unprofecfed,  and  was  compelled  by  the 
American  guard,  to  keep  her  station.  .    The  King  Fisher 
detaclM'd  a  boat  <o  bring  her  off.     V/hen  within  reach  of 
the  American  nuisketrjt ,  that  boat  was  menaced  witli  a  ra- 
king fire,  if  she  should  not  speedily  retrace  her  course. — 
She  found  it  expedient  to  obey,  and,  undisturbed,  rejoined 
tlie  m-AU  of  vvai*.     The  Americans  then  moored  the  Snow 
to  tiie  wharf,  intending  to  land  the  salt,  as  soon  as  a  proper 
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place  of  deposit  could  be  selected.     Fpon   this,  the  two     CHAP. 
men  of  war,  with  a  lars^e  sloop,  stood  up  to  Jheii'  iormt'i"         \. 

station,  and  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  from  tlio  lleet,  to  urge  

the  immediate  delivery  of  the  Snow.    At  the  same  time  un  " 

intention  was  announced  of  ordering  a  boat  to  take  her^a- 
■way,anda  peremptory  menace  of  firing  at  the  town,  should 
an  attack  be  made  on  the  King's  people,  accompanied  that 
declaration  AVith  correspondent  promptitude  antl  equal 
resolution,  Howe  and  Woodford  answereil  that  the  vessel 
in  question  had  become  their  prize,  and  that  they  \Nould 
give  orders  to  fire  af  any  boal^  af templing  to  take  her  a- 
way.  No  attempt  of  this  soit  was  made,  and  the  >\hole 
affair  terminated  in  a  few  cannon  shot  being  fired  upon  (lie 
town,  an  impressive,  though  accidentall.^  Iiarmless  prelude 
to  the  dire  havoc,  which  was  soon  to  follow ! 

A  return  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Colon*  1  Amcriean 
Howe,  shews  their  aggregate  to  have,  at  this  time,  amount-  ho\\ C '"  ^' 
ed  to  1275  men.* 

On  the  19th,  the  American  Commanders  were  informed    ^^f^^'i'^^f 
that  a  Frigate  and  a  Brig  had  just  appeared  below,  oppo-     Xirivlof 
site  to   the  pleasure  house.     The  J^igate  proved    to  be  tlie  fngate 
the   Liverpool^  mounting  twenty  eight  guns  ;  and   the  Liveipuol. 
Brig  with  her,  a  store-ship,  laden  with  aru«s  and  animuni- 
tion.     These  two  vessels  had,   between  them,  400  men  (in 
board,  but,  except  the  usual  complement  of  marines,  none 
of  these  were  soldiers.     This  circumstance  reanimated  the 
drooping  hopes  of  Duumore  and  his  followers.     The  repos- 
session of  Norfolk  now  became  the  favorite  object  of  theip 
joyful  and   triumphant    anticipations  ;    and,  once  more, 
Hampton  and  all  the  river-settlements   were   threatened 
with  fire  and  sword.     On  the  other   side,  the   Virginians 
beheld  w  ith  dauntless  eye  the  dark  cloud  of  peril  thus  thick- 
ening over  tl»eir  heads. 

As  soon  as  the  Liverpool  reached  Norfolk,  Henry  Bel-  CaptamBel- 
lew,  her  Captain,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  to  state  his  waftis  ^.j^^e, 
of  fresh  provisions,  and  to  ascertain  whethrr  the  resolniion     December 
to  restrict  the  King's  ships  from  all  sup|dies  was  still  perse-  ^' 
vered  in.     His  situation  he  observed,  was  awfully  imperi- 
ous.    Unless  recalled   by  the  power  that   had  sent  him, 
he  dared  not  move.     To  shed  the  blood  of  the  innocent  and 
•helpless  was  repugnant  to  his  nature,  contrary  -o  his  wish- 
es.    Yetif  liis  men,   exasperated  by  the  prolonged  hard- 
ships and  painful  deprivations  incidental  to  a  voyage  arross 
the  atlantic,  and  siiraulated  not  only  by  ap^'Ctiles  in  thera- 

*  Virginia  2d  reg-iment,  ....  35U  men, 

Virginia  Minute  b^tttulion,      -  -  .  -  165, 

Detachment  from  the  1st  Virginia  regiment,  '.  372, 

Nortli-Carolina  2tl  regiment,  -  -  -  438, 

Nortit  Carolia*  Voluiiteers,    -  -  -  -  150, 

TOTAb,  -  1275. 
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V.         land,  should  break  loose  In  the  uncontroulahlc  pureuit  of 
^^^__^  tresh  and  wholesome  nourish ment,  the  result  must  be  ob- 
vious to  eveiy  one.     Howe  was  inclined  to  relax  in  favour 
of  Captain  Bellew  and  the  people  under  his  command, 
troni  the   asperity  of  the  restrictive  measures  latelv  an- 
^  nouuced  ;  but  he  wished  to  take,  on  this  delicate  subject, 
the  sense  of  the  Convention.     To  that  Body,  therefore  he 
referred  t!ie  Captain's  message,  and  imparted  at  the  same 
time  his  own  fluctuating  thouglits.     Their  answer  was  far 
trom  (  ecisive.     Tt  stated  «  a  consciousness  of  the  hardshins 
«  resu  t.ng  to  the  Navy  from  the  want  of  fresh  provisions ; 
^' a  reluctance  to  withhold  the  desired    supplies  through 
"any  other  motive  but  the   imperious  dictates  of  public 
«'  duty      C^aptain  Bellew,  it  said,  was  a  stranger  to  the 
"people  of  Virginia  and  to  their  situation—it  was  well 
"to  inform  him  that  if  the  hospitality  and  courtesy  uni- 
"furmly  shewn  by  the  Colony  to  the  commanders  of  his 
Majesty  s  ships  had,  of  late,  been  unhappily  interrupted. 
«  It  was  entirely  and  solely  owing  to  the  unwarrantable 
*.conductofsomeof  theNavy  towards  the    inhabitants. 
**Mho  were  the  lunocij^t  and  helpless,  whose   blood   that 
**  officer  would  not  wisKto  shed,  the   ambiguitv  of  his  ex 
*^  pression  left  undetermined  ;  Yet,  those  very  expressions 
^strongly  implied  that  the  object  of  his  vovage  was  hos- 
.  J^.   ^^"^  luurderous,  in  relation  to  part  of  the  citizens.— 
*  1  he  Conv-ention  ardently  wished  to  find  themselves  mis, 
**  taken  m  these  apprehensions,  and  if  Captain  Bellew  could 
«•  condescend  to  inform  them  or  Colonel  Howe,  that  he  had 
•^  come  to  ^  irgiriia  on  a  friendly  errand,  he  might  deoend 
«  on  i,roper  respect  and  attention  ;  if,  on  the  contmry. 
«  his  design  was  to  aid  schemes  and  efforts  inimical  to  the 
«•  Colony,  be  must  not  blame  the  inhabitants  of  Tirffinia 
"  tor  totally  declining  to  contribute  towards  thtir  own  des- 
*•  truction." 

It  is  evident  that  such  a  view  of  the  subject,  was  ill  cal- 
culated to  ivmove  existing  difficulties.     Bellew's  intenti- 
ODs  were  sufficiently  characterized  bv  the  office  which   he 
held  under  the  authority  of  government,  and  from  him 
It  was  vain  to  expect  sympathy  or  defection.     Thus  no  de- 
hnite  line  was  traced  for  Howe  and  Woodford.      Thev 
were  left  to  the  anxiety  of  that  state,  where  dutv  and  ir 
clmation  are  at  variance.    To  reconcile  both  as  far  as  to 
them  appeared  practicable,  they  complimented  BcIIew  with 
Iresh  ]  revisions  for  his  table,  and  manifested  towards  his 
lady,  every  respect  and  attention  in  their  power  :  but,  at 
the  same  tim<-,  they  continued  to  prevent,  with  jealous  vi- 
gilance, those  extensive  supplies  which  alone  could  satisfy 
impatient  and  Ifungerin-  multitudes.     This  naturally  in- 
creased  the  irritation  which  already  prevailed  in  the  fleet, 
and  the  resentment  of  the  British  was  raised  to  its  acme 
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by  the  destructive  fire  of  the  American  rifftmeu,  fs;om  '^"    riT  \p, 
>vare-hoiises  and  other  buildings  on  the  v'hai'ves.    I 
object  now  wore  a  gfloomy  and  threatening^  aspeof^  i\rrv 
thing;  announced  an  approaching  storm,  big  Vith  tciToV  *' 
?nd  rufn. 

Noi-  was  the  cloud  long  suspended.    The  first  duy  of  Ja-       i  r ;. 
nuary,  1776,  ayear  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  America^  p.i.n.ia!^  o! 
by  a  series  of  momentous  events,  witnessed  its  buist.     Be-  ^''''""^', 
twcen  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  heavy  car nonade     "'^'"- 
from  the  frigate  Liverpool,  tAvo  sloops  ofw^r,  and  the  ship 
Dunn^-e,  opened  against  tlie  Town.     Undercover  of  the 
guns,  several  parties  of  marines  and  sailors  yvevc  landed  and 
set  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  wharves.     As  the  wind  blcvv^ 
from  the  water,  and  the  builih'ngs  were  chiefly  of  wood,  the 
flumes  rapidly  spread.     The  efforts  of  Uie  AmPiic;ii: .  rjin- 
nianders  and  their  men  to  stop  the  progreps  and  ; 
the  ihe^  proved  ineftcctual.     The  conllagraticn  i:. 
nearly  three  days,  and  consumed  about  nine  tentlis  .. 
town.   Scarcely  can  even  (he  strongesf  imagination  njcii:;  c 
to  itself  the  distress  of  the  wretched  iniiabitimts.  lnos^  of 
whom,  friends  or  foes,  saw  their  homes,  their  propcWy, 
their  all,  an  indiscriminate  prey  to  the  irrcpressiWa  fury  of 
the  flames,    f'he  horrors  of  the  conflagration  were  hei2,h- 

•  fened  by  the  thunder  oi"  cannon  from  the  shlpaand  nuis- 
ketry  of  the  hostile  parties,  that  encountered  each  othei* 
in  sharp  conflict,  near  the  shore,  and  on  the  smol  '  ^ 

of  the  devoted  town.     Jn  these  encounters,  tb.  i 

■were  uniformly  repulsed,  and  driven  back  to  thtii- b„,..is 
with  shame  and  loss.  Of  the  Amcrieans,  by  a  siniulai-* 
good  fortune,  none  w as  killed,  and  only  5  or  G  ineii  wound- 
ed,  one  of  whom  mortally.  Some  women  and  cliFldren 
were,  however,  reported  to  have  lost. their  lives.  In.  this 
affair,  the  intrepid  St^^ns^stin  added  to  his  fame.  At  the 
head  of  his  hardy,  indefalllg?ible,  and  irresistible  band,  he 
rushed,.wilh  the  rapidity  of  lightening  to  the  water-side, 
struck  a  large  party  of  Biitisli,  who  had  just  landed  there, 
and  compelled  them  to  retire,  with  slaughter  and  in  dis- 
may, to  the  protection  of  iheir  wooden  Avails."  is  genera]. 
during  the  whole  of  this  afflicting  scene,  both  oftieers  and 
men  evinced  a  spirit  Avorihy  of  veterans.- 

Such  was  the  melancholy  event  which  laid  prostrate,  the 
most  flourishing  and  richest  town  in  the  Colony.  Tts  hap- 
py site,  combining  all  those  natural  advantages  which  in- 

•  yite  and  promote  navigation  and  commerce,  had  been  ac- 
tively seconded  by  tlie  industry  and  enlerprize  of  the  In- 
habitants. Before  the  existing  troubles,  an  influx  of 
wealth  was  rapidly  pouring  into  its  lap.  In  the  two  years  ' 
from  1773  to  1775,  the  rents  of  the  houses  increased  frora 
8,000  to  10,000  1  ayear.  Its  population  exceeded  6,000 
citizens,  many  of  whom  possessecl  affluent  fortunes.  The 
T^vhole  actual  loss^  on  this  lamentable  occasion,  has  been 
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• 
CHAP.    «oinputa()  at  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
V.        sterling ;  and  the  mass  of  distress  attendant  on  the  event 
is  hejond  all  calculation.     Sad  catastrophe   of  a  horrid 
"  ■' '"     '-  drama^  in  which  a  Governor  was  seen  acting  so  odious  a 
part  as  to  ruin  tlie  hest  town  in  a  Colony,  which  he  still 
termed  his  Government,  and  for  which  he  professed  pa- 
rental solicitude  !  What  reason  of  state  eouid  palliate  such 
a  Pleasure  ?    Surely,  none.  The  plea  or  urgent  necessity 
"'  was,  at  hest,  futile.     Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  assailants 

intended  to  destroy  that  part  of  the  Town  only  wh^i  lay 
near  the  water;  for,  let  us  admit  that  the  wind  w^  mo- 
derate, and  from  the  shore,  two  circumstances  which  the 
authority  of  Howe  and  Woodford  positively  eontradicts, 
oould  any  reliance  he  plaee«l  on  the  permanent  continu- 
ance of  so  changeahle  an  element  as  the  wind,  in  any  giv- 
en state  ?  And  if  it  could,  was  it,  even  Ihere,  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  conflagrators  to  prescribe  limits  to  the  progress 
and  ravages  of  the  fire  ?  Desirable  as  it  was  for  Dunmore 
to  recover  Norfolk,  garrison  it,  and  maintain  himself  there, 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  measures,  his  impetuous,  irasci- 
«ible,  viiidlctive  spirit  overcame  his  understanding,  and 
hurried  him  into  absurd  and  unwarrantable  extremes. — In 
the  Gazette  issued  on  board  his  ship,  he  charges  the  Pro^" 
Tincials  with  aiding  the  spread  of  the  flames;  nay,  with 
themselves  setting  fire  to  houses  in-  remote  parts  of  the 
towu,  entirely  free  from  the  dangers  of  the  oiiginai  <on- 
flagration,  and  thus  convertint;  llie  seat  of  industry,  eoui- 
mepce,  and  opulence,  into  a  desolate,  barren,  and  gloomy 
solitude.  This  charge  repeated  by  some  B»'itish  Histori- 
ans, in  that  feeble  and  awkward  tone,  which  hetrajs  sus- 
picion and  even  incredutily,  appears  to  rest  on  that  gioss 
perversion  of  facts,  digiiilied  by  statesmen  and  partymen 
with  the  honorable  name  of  policy.  If,  in  the  tumult  and 
confusion  of  a  scene  so  propitious  to  the  indu*geuce  «f 
dark,  base,' and  malignant  passions,  any  excess  of  the  kind 
to«k  place,  it  was  far  from  being  sam'tioned  by  the  man- 
dates of  eitlicrthe  civil  or  military  authority,  on  the  part 
of  the  patriots.  During  the  whole  course  of  the  transacti- 
on, Howe  and  Woodford,  by  their  positive  orders,  their 
presence,  and  their  personal  efforts,  contributed,  as  much 
as  they  were  able  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  fire.  True 
it  is,  that  when  the  destruction  of  the  town  was  nearly  com- 
pleted from  the  causes  and  the  manner  just  described,  the 
ruling  civil  authority  directed  the  American  commanders 
to  value  the  remaining  houses,  and  burn  them,  with  tha 
humane  clause  of  indemnity  to  the  owners.  This  was 
done  with  a  view  to  cut  off  from  the  shijjs  every  resource, 
and  to  annihilate  the  hopes  which  the  enemy  might  still 
entertain  of  advantageously  concentrating  his  forces  at 
that  point.  With  the  same  view,  several  houses  and  plan- 
tationsi  not  included  within  ihcpreciuets  of  the  Town,  but 
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sHtiatcd  within  I'eaeb  of  the  water,  were  destroyed,  and  the  CHAP. 
proprietors  compelled  to  remove  farther  into  the  country  V. 
with  their  cattle  and  provisions.  This  severity,  in  many 
respects  fatal,  may  have  been  ill-judged  and  precipitate, 
but  it  wears  not  the  wanton,  cruel,  and  savage  aspect  as- 
cribed to  it  by  Dunmore.  Besides,  the  spirit  of  the  times 
proudly  and  indignantly  soared  above  all  calculations  of  lo- 
cal or  personal  interest.  Comfort,  ease,  and  even  safety 
were  magnanimously  disregarded.  "  We  care  not  for  our 
towns."  says  a  letter  written  by  a  distinguished  Patriot  of 
that  day,  «*  and  the  destruction  of  our  houses  would  not 
'*  cost  us  a  sigh.  I  have  long  since  given  up  mine  as 
'«  lost.  I  have  not  moved  many  of  ray  things — indeed, 
*f  noticing  but  my  papers,  my  books,  and  a  few  necessaries 
*'  for  bouse-keeping.  I  can  declare  without  boasting  that 
«  I  feel  such  mdignation  against  the  authors  of  our  griev- 
**  anoes,  and  the  execrable  Pirates  in  our  river,  and  such 
«  concern  for  the  public  at  large,  that  I  have  not  thought, 
<'  and  cannot  think  of  my  own  puny  person,  and  insignifi- 
«  cant  affviirs." 

Woodford  whose  health  had  greatly  suffered  in  this  ex-  f4nii«*y  G, 
pedition,  no'  less  laborious  than  honorable,  now  solicited 
leave  of  absence  ;  he  obtained  it  for  such  a  time  as  should 
be  agreed  between  Colonel  Howe  and  himself.  In  addition 
to  the  fatigues  and  hardships  insepai'able  from  a  winter 
campaign,  that  zealous  and  brave  oificer  had  occasionally 
experienced  the  bitterness  of  professional  disgust,  and  in 
this  even  Ms  pure  and  ardent  patriotism  could  not  silently 
acquiesce. 

The  elevation  of  Patrick  Henry  to  the  chief  command  SomeaiffeSK 
of  the  regular  colonial  forces,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  ^""^^^hd 
one  of  those  hasty  measures  into  which  effervescence  of  gra-  offi.ce^. 
titude  not  unfrequently  betrays  even  public  bodies.  From 
the  national  councils,  where  his  usefulness  was  pre-emi- 
nenlly  conspicuous,  that  gentleman  was  called  to  an  im- 
porH^t  military  station,  with  the  duties  of  whfch  he  must, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  have  been  mostly  unacquainted ; 
Avhilst,  by  an  unhappy  reaction,  the  country  lost  the  ser- 
vices of  some  able  officers,  whom  the  pride  of  former  rank 
Avould  not  suffer  to  act  under  him  ;  a  loss  peculiarly  to  be 
lamented  in  the  infancy  of  an  arduous  struggle,  and  at  a 
lime  when  Virginia  counted  oply  a  few  military  characters 
possessed  of  the  qualifications  necessary  for  discharging 
their  duty  with  honour  to  themselves,  and  security  to  the 
common  cause. — Woodford  did  not  decline  to  act  under 
Henry;  jielding  to  the  sublime  and  powerful  impulse 
which  great  national  emergencies  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, he  deemed  it  essentially  incumbent  ^on  himself  to 
play  well  the  part  which  he  was  called  to  act,  without 
regard  to  the  order  in  which  he  waa  called.  Yet,  the  de- 
votion of  the  Patriot  could  not  utterly  overrule  the  delicacy 
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<  I;  VP.     of  the  soldier.    Early  in  December,  1775,  Henry  strictly 
\  .        iidheiiilg  to  the  letter  ol"  a  coininission,  strongly  worded^* 
perhaps,  beyouU  the  oiiginal  intention  of  the  pei*son  >vho 

-'  '  "''"'''•  drew  i(,  hiid  insisied  upon  Wdodlbrd  reporting  to  him,  as 
Connnutiiler  in  chief,  the  situation  of  his  army,  that  of  the 
enemy,  and  other  circumstances  eonneeied  A\ith  the  expe- 
dition against  Buumorc.  AVooulord  declared  in  liis  answer 
(here  his  own  words  are  copied)  that  he  should  always  es- 
teem himself  imuiediately  under  llenry^s  command,  and 
obey  accordingly,  but  that,  Mhen  sent  to  command  a  sepa- 
rate and  ui&tinci  body,  of  troops,  unUer  the  immediate  in- 
structions of  the  comniiitee  oi  safety,  whenever  that  body, 
or  the  Coii>ention,  was  sitting,  lie  looked  upon  it  as  his 
indispensable  duly  to  address  his  intelligence  to  them,  as 
the  suprcjue  power  in  the  Colony,  "il'  1  Judge  wrong," 
he  added,  *'l  hope  that  honourable  body  will  set  me  right. 
I  should  wish  to  keep  up  the  greatest  harmony  between 
Usf  for  the  good  of  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  but  can- 
not bear  to  be  supposed  to  have  neglected  my  duty,  when 
I  have  done  every  thing  I  eoneeive  to  be  so."  Aware  that, 
in  so  .ritical  a  juncture,  a  diiTerence  between. the  leaders 
of  the  patriotic^ army  would  be  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences; (h«'  most  inilnential  members  of  tiie  Convention 
privately  iiiteiTered,  and  an  open  rupture  was  finally  pre- 
vented by  the  following  resolution  of  the  committee  of 


Ix  COMMITTIEE,   DeCES*BEE,  1775. 

*' Mesolred  unuTiimousiy,  ThM  colonel  A\ooiiford,  al- 
**  though  acting  upon  a  separate  and  distinct  command, 
"  oirght  to  coirespond  with  colonel  Henry,  and  make  re- 
*'  tuins  to  hiuf,  at  proper  times,  of  the  state  and  condition 
*"  of  the  forces  under  bis  con;maad :  and  also  that  he  is 
''  subject  to  his  orders,  when  the  Convention,  or  the  com- 
''  mittee  of  safety  is  not  silting,  but  that  whilst  eitheifcof 
*'  those" bodies  are  sitting,  he  is  to  receive  his  orders  from 
••  one  of  them."  ** 

Other  causes  of  disgust  are  explained  by  the  following 
passages  in  two  letters  from  the  amiable  and  patriotic 
Edmund  Pendleton,  whose  conciliatory  temper  bv^tngnaiat- 
]y  beams  through  the  whole  of  his  correspondence. 

"Williamsburg,  December  24,  1775. 

a  *  *  'Sk         #         #  #  #  *  * 

a  *****  #  *  *  * 

*•'  The  behaviour  of  some  of  your  inferior  officers  and 
"  soldiers,  I  am  much  concerned  at ;  it  is  not,  how  ever, 
*'  uncommon  in  new  troops  unaccustomed  to  the  advan- 
'•  tages  of  disci}>line,  and  with  young  officers  whose  mar- 
'•  tlal  ardor  has  not  been  tempered  by  experience  in  ser- 
•*  vice.  The  popular  plan  on  w hich  tiiese  were  raised  has 
••  also,  no  dotibt,  contributed  not  a  little  to-  increase  the 
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<"'  mischief.    Perhaps,  time  and  persercrancc  may  eure  it.    CHx\P. 

*«  *  *  #  #  *  *        Y. 

«  *  *     These  things,  and  the  ignorance  of  duty  pro- 

<*  bable  in  every  depai'tment,  must  greally  increase  tour  ^- 

<*  trouble  and  vexation,  and  if,  on  a  certain  occasion,  you^ 

"  had  used  more  asperity  of  expression  than  you  did,  you 

•*  might  justjy  borrow  Hotspur's  excuse  for  not  delivering 

«  his  prisoners,  ciemanded  in  the  moment  of  liurrj'  and 

*  fatigue.     I  hope  the  check  given  to  some  officers,  ^c." 

WaLIAMSBURG,  JaNUAI*    5,   1776. 
•'  DEAR  SIR, 

"  I  cannot  avoid  feeling  deeply  for  your  disagreeable 
*•'  situation — confined  in  a  dirty  place — harrassed  with 
«  variety  of  duty — and  chagrined  b^  a  popular  opposition 
♦•  fi'om  inferior  officers. 

«  The  sentence  of  acquital  of  Lieutenant  B ,  is  a 

*  specimen  of  what  is  to  be  expected  from  the  judgnricnt 
**  of  young  officers,  who  are  to  determine  whether  them- 
•*  selves  shall  be  subject  to  the  command  of  superiors,  and 

*  punished  for  the  breach;  and  what  was  more  mortify- 
*<  ing,  the  sentence  could  not  be  reversed,  the  ordinance 
•«  not  allowing  an  appeal,  in  any  case  of  acquittal,  to  the 
*'  Convention,  or  committee  of  safety,  Ilowever,  they  did 
*'  not  let  it  pass  without  a  stricture  on  the  Lieutenant, 
**  whose  conduct  the  Convention  declared  their  highest 
*«  disapprobation  of,  in  their  resolution  not  to  determine - 

*  the  appeal.  You  were  commended,  not  blamed  for 
*•  making  it-  I  find  these  many  things  have  made  you 
«  sick,  as  your  last  letter  is  from  a  feeble  hand.  I  will, 
"  therefore,  endeavour  this  morning  to  procure  your  leave 
»«  of  absence,  &c." 

As  already  stilted,  the  desired  furlough  was  granted, 
but  sucli  was  the  urgency  of  the  public  service  that  Wood- 
ford did  not  immediately  avail  himself  of  its  beuefit. 

In  a  colony,  whose  commerce  chiefly  consisted  in  an  ex-  i%Rnrial 
thangft  of  native  produce  for  the  commodities  and  inanu-  andotiiev 
factures  of  the  mother-country,  or  those  of  other  countries,  '^j-^f^e^^'oiy 
through  her  medium,  and  where  even  lands,  slaves,  and  ^v. 
other  active  and  profluctive  stock,  were  sold  and  purchased 
by  the  agency  of  British  merchan<s,  not  for  gold  or  silver, 
but  lor  necessaries  or  luxuries,  which,   in  the  hands   of 
tiiose  merchants,  were  always  ready  to  answer  the  wants   _ 
and,de^ires  of  the  people,  the  circulation  of  ihc  precious 
metals  had  generally  been  inconsiderable.    Several  causes, 
among  which  may  be  enumerated  the  remittances  made 
to  European  mercantile  houses,  the  external  exigencies  of 
the  Colony,  and  the  fears  of  those  who,  caltMilating  tlie 
probable  duration  and  eifects  of  the  present  contest,  hoard- 
ed up  as  much  gold  and  silver  as  they  could,  now  contii- 
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CHAP,  hnied  <o  increase  tlie  scarcity  of  specie.     Under  such 
\.        eircunislances,  as  taxes  were  a  dangei-ous  expedient  at  the 
beginning  of  si  war  which  had  oiiginaled  in  resistance  to 
taxation,  it  became  indispensable  to  create  resources  of 
i  another  nature.     The  substitution  of  credit  for  revenue, 
was  not  unknown  in  tlie  Colonies.     In  most  of  them  it  had 
been  resoi-ted  to  on  anterior  occasions ;  Virginia  herself 
had  used  it  in  a  former  war,  but  prudently,  and  without 
any  detriment  to  public  faith,  or  private  interest.     Only 
moderate  sums  of  paper  had  been  emitted^and  that  emis- 
sion being  '».>ttbmed  on  taxes  pled-ed  speeifically  for  its 
redemption,  experienced  no  depreciat  Ion.    R(  lying,  tliere- 
fore,  on  the  confidence  of  the  pcojde  in  the  pledges  of 
I'uiers  whose  interest  v. as  now  more  intimately  than  ever 
incorporated  with  their  o«n,  and  on  their  enthusiasm  and 
patriotism,  the  Conventiorf  resolved  to  create  a  paper  cur- 
rency, for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  temporary  difilcul- 
ti<6  that  clogged  the  fiscal  operations  of  Virginia*.     By  an 
ordinance  '*  for  apj)oiniing  Commissioners  to  settle* the 
accounts  of  the  ^lililia  Ivttcly  drawn  into  actual  service, 
as  Mcll  as  tlje  expence  of  raising,  and  providing  for,  the 
loijcs  and  minute  men  directed  to  be  enibodied  for  tlie 
«;ctcnce  of  the  Colony,"  iliey  empowered  Robert  Carter 
iSicijolas  to  issue  Treasury-Notes  for  anv  sum  or  sums, 
which  might  be  requisite  for  the  several  p\nposes  rontem- 
plated,   not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,   the  sum  of  three 
iuiudml  and  iiUy  thousand  pounds ;  and  as  an  additional 
security  against  counterfeits,  they  ordered  those  notes  to 
oe  struck  m  \irginia. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  especially  in  regard  to  notes 
ot  a  small  amount,  belter  adapted  to  the  payment  of  the 
troops    proper  paper  and  plates  were  to  be  procured  from 
distant  places,  a  circumstance  necessarily  productive  of 
some  delay  and  much  inconvenience,  as  the  Treasury  w?s 
almost  entirely  drained  of  specie,  and  the  public  exia-en- 
cies  hourly  increased.     After  the  emission  of  the  notes, 
another  cause  of  embarrassment  resulted  from  the  con- 
fined sphere ^of  their  currency.     On  this  subject,  let  us 
listen  to  the  i  reasurer  himself:    «  One  great  difficuKv.  I 
labour  under, '  he  observes  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Virginia  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  "is  to  pro- 
cure  proper  money  to  defray  expences  in'  the  other  Colo- 
iiies.     It  is  to  be  wished  that  the  Congress  Mould  do  some. 
thing  to  give  our  paper  a  general  currenev.;  and  thi»,  I 
s:iOu  d  think,  mv^ht  be  done  by  establishing  r.n  exchange 
ior  the  Continental  money,  a  considerable  part  of  whiHi, 
1  understand.  ,s  issued  upon  our  credit,  and  surely  this 
must   be  equally  good  for   our  own  paper.     BesideL  it  is 
expectty],  and,  i  tliink,  with  the  greatest  reason.  tJ.^t  a 
,V^M  proportion  of  the  expences  incurred  for  the  nocpssary 
cleiencc  of  tins  country,  will  be  made  a  contineutal  cliar.-e." 


And  lie  adds.  «Yoii  may  have  wondered  that  the  lists  of   CIIAP. 
tithables,  *cc.  have  not  been  foi'w;irde<l  fo  our  delegates,        V. 
and  peih^is,  nuiv  be  more  smiuised,  when  I  tell  ^>ou  of  a 
j^encral  disinclination  in  ihe  people  to  forward  their  lists.  ^        ^~ 
1  have  not  received  them  from  more  than  three  districts 
in  I  he  Colony." 

The  want  of  salt  was  another  grievance  Alt  throughout  Want  of  salt 
Virginia  with  peculiar  severity,  as  the  Colonists  and  their  severelyr.lt 
slaves  chiefly  lived  on  salted  provisions,  generally  laid  up 
about  this  time.  Vvell  accpiainted  with  ihe  impor<anceof 
that  article  to  the  Pj-ovince,  the  Connnanders  of  liiilish 
men  of  war,  and  of  the  Piratical  vessels  fitted  out  by  Uun- 
more,  rigorously  interet  pied  its  importati.  n.  'I'hree 
llioiisand  six  hundred  bdshel:^  of  it,  however,  seized  by  the 
Colonial  cruizers  at  Ilumplon,  were  distributed  among  the 
different  counties— a  seasonable,  though  transient  and  in- 
adequate relief !  ^. 

Such  difficulties,  and  suc^|liardships  were,  however, 
feebl«  and  insignificant.  They  miglit  be  removed  or  en- 
dured. Indeed,  they  soon  yielded  to  the  ardor,  perseve- 
rance and  fortitude,  with  which  the  transcendant  objects 
in  view  were  calculated  to  animate  the  bosoms  of  an  in- 
jured and  generous  people. 

The    state  of  the   Colony   evidently  required    fuilher  Colonial 
means  of  defence.     Consequently,  in  addition  to  the  two  ^*'iccs  i.i.- 
reginients,  already  in  service,  the  Convention  ordered  the  '='^''**''^- 
raising  of  seven  more.*  and,  though  the  committee  of  J^™ary  12. 
safety,    instructed   their  representatives  in  the  General 
Congress  to   use  their  best  endeavours  and  utmost  inJlu- 
enee  to  procure  the  whole  to  be  supported  at  the  Conti- 
nental   expence.     This,    however,  could  be  obtained  for 
six  regiments  only.     It  was,  at  fust,  supposed  that  tlie 
intention  of  Congress  was  to  pass  by  the  two  former  regi- 
inenis,  and  to  take  six  of  the  new  •ones  into  Continental 
pav.  This  created  some  alarm  and  jealousy  in  the  ancient 
Provincial  officers,  as  it  had  a  tendency  to  degrade  their 
commissions,   by  giving  to  Continental  oilleers  of  equal 
rank,  but  of  later  date,  the  precedency  over  them.     To 
obviate  the  confusion  threatened  by  this  circumstance,  the 
Convention  earnestly  recommended  it  to  Congress,  to  al- 
low the  two  existing  regiments  to  stand  first  in  the  arrange  ■ 


*  The  following-  Field  Officers  to  tliese  additional  Regiments,  w&ie  at        * 
tlie  same  time  appointed : 

Be^hnents.  Colonels.  Lieutenant- Colonels.  Majors. 

Third,  Hu^h  Mercer,  Geo.Weeddn,  Thomas  Marshall. 

Jourtb,  Adam  Stephens,       Isaac  Reade,  R.  I.awdon. 

Fi.tli^  William  Peachy,       AVilliam  Crawford,  J.  P:trker. 

Si.xlh,  Mordecai  Buckner,  Thomas  Elliott,  I.  llend^cks. 

Seventh,  Wm.  Dangerfield,     Alex.  M'CIenahan,  W  ra.  Nelson. 

K!.;.Hith,  PeterMuhlenburg-,  A.  Itowmun,  S.  HelvinsUme. 

-Ninth,  Tliomas  Fleninj^,      Geo.  Matkev/s,  M.  Donavon. 
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ment.  A  list  of  the  Held  officers,  as  they  stood  recoai* 
mended,  ^^us  at  the  svime  lime  transmitted  to  that  body. 
The  eouiiniitce  of  safity  afleiwards  received  tlil  coniinis' 
siotis  wholly  filled  up  for  the  field-offleers,  iu  the  order 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  heginning  >\ith  Colonel  Henry, 
and  endirg  Svith  Colonel  Buekner.  Colonel  Henry  was 
accordingly  offered  his  connniission,  but  he  declined  accept- 
in  i;  it,  and  without  assigning  any  reasons,  retired  from 
military  service. 

Several  causes  were  supposed  to  have  produced  on  the 
part  of  Patviok  Henry,  this  sudden  and  unexpected  resolu- 
ti(»n.  Among  these,  his  friends  specified  a  wish  more  effi^ 
cientiv  to  serve  the  common  caiise,  in  a  career  better  a- 
dapted  to  the  full  display  of  genius  and  eloquence  ;  the  ap- 
parent slight  of  Congress  in  the  first  stage  of  the  late  ap- 
pointments ;  and,  especially,  a  secret  and  just  impatience 
gt  a  situation  which,  leaviru^to  that  eminent  patriot  little 
more  than  the  emJ)t^  splenflpir  of  a  pompous  title,  render- 
ed him  the  iuere  ecjjo  of  auTnority,  and  prevented  his  mar- 
tial talents  from  being  <^xerted  for  his  personal  fame,  and 
his  connn^'s  good.*  Whatever  motives  might  have  in- 
duced his  resignation,  it  produced  some  effervescence  a- 
mong  the  troops  stationed  at  Williamsburg.  The  officers, 
in  an  affectionate  address,  which  they  presented  to  him 
on  that  occasion,  warmly  applauded  **  his  spirited  ivsent- 
ment  »fa  must  glaring  indignity."  .\s  a  number  of  them 
were  preparing  to  escort  him  out  of  Williamsburg,  after  a 
splendid  dinner  given  him  at  the  Raleigh-tavern,  the  sol- 
diery assemMed  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  with  loud 
clamours  demanded  their  discharge,  declaring  their  un* 
willingness  to  serve  under  any  other  Commander.f 

Hcitry  saw  the  pt opriet>  of  t-hecking  this  imprudent 
zeal.  For  that  purpose,  he  prolonged  his  stay  in  Willi-  ^ 
am«>buig;  and.  toj^ether  with  Colonel  Christian  and  other 
influential  officers,  exerted  hiniself  in  reconciling  the 
troops  JothV  present  military  arrangement.  The  warmth 
of  individual  affection  was  soon  ahsorbed  bj  a  more 
expansivf-  and  more  powerful  sentiment,  the  love  of  Coun- 
tr-  :  'in'!  the  hopes  which  the  disv>ffc<*ted  might  have  eon- 
cei'  d  from  this  unguarded  manifestation  of  discontent^ 
▼anished  with  their  cause. 


•  Colonel  MercflitK,  in  certain  manuscript  documents,  sars.  that  he 
heard  P.  Henry  nssi,<rn  as  the  cause  of  his  resisrn.-.tion,  his  disagreement 
with  (Colonel  Woodford,  and  other  officers.  Co-operating  motives  appear 
to  have  induced  that  step. 

t  This  took  pl.3oe  at  the  close  of  Feh.  hut  oiu*  nairative  caimot  be  dis- 


jointed, 


fed,  so  a.s  "^o  follow  a  rig'orous  ciu-onological  wdet.    Tiu*  remark 
ippU^  x»  QtJiei-  parts  of  t]^  History-. 


.may* 
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Besolulwns  of  the  Conrenlicn  w.spedm-  .vSor/o' x— //«at 
pLuce  is  tolallii  destroijed.  and  lis  scUc  abmidnn-u--tiinve 
stations  his  iroojis  at  Kemp's,  at  the  Great  Bridge,  and 
at  Suirnlk-Slaienf  ajfrnvs  in  Xovlh-Cavohna-Opvr^ 
silionof  Governor  Mariin  lo  the  popular  nwasrn'cs-- He 
rdires'lo  Fori  J.)/ni.so«,  and  uftcVKards  onboard  ike 
Cruixem—Fort  Johnson  is  bnrni  bj  Colonel  ,:ish— Mar- 
tins Proclamation-ilorv  rccelr,:d-(hher  liosiile  prncli-^ 
ces  of  Governor  Martin— ^ncDonald  erects  the  roj/aJ 
standard  at  Cross  (^reek-Makes  proposals  to  Moore- 
IVho  tempori:^es  from  slruUige^H-,lind  ^finaJbj  rejects 
them—Jietreaf  of  McDonald— Jiff nr  at  .4o:^re-tnek-~ 
Dunmores  Idler  lo  Corhin—Commnnicaied  bij  him  to 
the  CommiHee  of  Safdij—His  interview  ^vith  Ihmmdre— 
Proves  fruitless* 

AFTER  the  eonilagvalion  of  NorColk,  sliarp  skirmisljes 
Goiitinued  to  take  place  between  tlic  C(^«>uials,  and  the 
Bnlibli  tbreos,  tVequenlly  aided  by  tUe  dtssaffoetcd.  In 
those  occasional  eonflic<rf,  tlie  PiUrio'.s  lost  some  men,  but 
destroyed  more  of  tlic  enemy.  T'ue  ala>ost  entire  nun  ot 
the  town  had  imparted  addi(ional  hori-ovs  to  tlie  usperuy 
of  an  inclement  season.  The  {)vsent  station  oi  the  troops 
was  uncomfortable  in  the  extreme :  it  would  hvive  beerj 
found  so  even  bv  veterans  imjred  to  all  th*f  sevj-ntt^s  and 
hawlships  of  unmitigated  warfare.  Accordmjily,  on  the 
131  h  of  January,  the  Convention  passiid  tlie  foUowjns  re-  Jauup.ry  15. 
solutions:  -  -  .    .  , 

"  Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Norfolk  Qup;ht  to  be  eva-  ^^«^- 
«  cuated  ;  and  it  is  recoMimcnded  to  the  commumhuj;  officer  ^.^,,^.^„ ;,; 
"  to  remove  the  troops  as  soon  as  he  shall  it\h\  ii  necessary  peeking- 
«  or  nnident  so  to  do. and  take  post  at  Kemus-Landin.-,  the  Noribik 
«  Great-Bridi^e.  and  such  other  places  as  he  and  lus  coun- 
<«  cil  of  field  officers  shall  ,jadi:;e  most  proper  fo>-  the  pvo- 
<<  teetion  ot  the  inhubitants  isi  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
«  the  {general  isjood  of  the  country  ;    subject,  however,  to  . 
*'  such'  alterations  as  the  committee  of  safl^ly  may,  in  hi- 
«  ture.  think  proper  to  make  ;  bat    that,  pre\ ions  to  stuh 
"  evacuation,  he    cviuse  the  mills  and  iutrenchmenls  to  be 

•«  destroyed."  ,     p    >     • 

*'  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommen(b-d  to  such  ot  tue  in- 
«  habitants  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess- Ann« 
<«  as  may  be  exoosed  to  the  at  tucks  of  the  enemy,  to  re- 
*'  move  themselves  and  their  elfeets.  and  tlvAt  the  nooi-er 
<5  sert  bo  assisted  in  theii*  reaioval  by  tiie  public." 


^^^  HISTORY  OF 

^^^*    .1  ^,,y^^<*^^*'*>n  for  demolishing  the  remaining  huildings  in 
VI.       the  1  own  and  suburbs,  was,  on  the  same  day,  proposed, 

■^ ^}^  rejected.     On  the  day  following,  however,  Ihe  expe- 

dieney  ot  the  measure  was  so  forcibly  urged  by  its  advo- 
cates, that  tbe  Convention  finally  sanctioned  it   bv  th« 
annexed  resolution,  humanely  softening  its  inherent  ria-or 
by  all  tlie  means  which  benevolence  could  sutrsicst  * 
J:muaryl6.        "  Kc.o/r.r[    That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops 
'  at  Norfolk,  before  he  evacuates  the  said  Town,  agreeable 
to  the  resohil.on  of  yeslerday,  do  cause  proper  persons 
to  take  a  Jistof  the  houses  remaining  in  Norfolk  and  its 
suburbs,  since  that  Town  was  set  on  fire  by  our  ene- 
«  mies,    and  to  ascertain  whose   property  they  are.  and 
"also,  to  estimate  their  respective  values;  that  he  ixive 
"  notice  to  the  inhabitants  to  remove  with  their  effects; 
and  give  them   sucli  assistance  in  their  removal  as^he 
"may  be  aljle  to  afford;  and,  when  the  inhabitants  are 


*  A's  this  is  a  suWect  upon  Avliich  much  has  been  said  and  witten    we 

4°™r„To.t° 'Sires'? '''°°''"'  "^"^ « "li™*™-?.  •'""'"T  %  1776, 

"  I  think  j-our  reasons  for  abandoning  Norfolk  are  e-ood,  unless  vou  hid  a 
laije  body  of  Iroops  at  I'ortsmouih,  a  s^ron^^er  guaaxfat  Kemp's  and  a  5 er 
tain  and  better  supply  of  provisions  at  Nor.'^lk  fbut  I  tlnnklt^vouTd  be  bet-' 
ter  not  to  de.ti-oy  the  Toxvn,  Ibr  it  is  possible  that  matters  maX"  ccommo 
dated  m  a  short  tnne,  and,  in  that  case,  we  shall  have  done3sehesT^^at 
u>jtu;y  to  no  purpose,  and  shall  be  laughed  at  by  our  enen^Ls  K  L^^e 
jNorfoIk  may  aftord  comfortable  quarters  to  oul-  enemies    bv.t    the.?  des 

S-r^aM.;"""'  "'^^  '■'''  P'";""^  their  repahing  them:and  UuSgb:  I 
rac.vs,  andue  cannot  prevent  tlieir  keeping  the  port     Let  themt^dTe  the 

twe:?;hSnanithir;f"^f^  ^'""'  '^"^^  "'^  ^^' ^"^^  communicatbn  be! 
tweea  them  and  therest  oi  tlie  countrj^     n  mav  be  wise  to  draw  their  atten 

re'nwe'Sf;  nl^""  %'''''  "^^  "^ ^^  ^^  the  m-elnsoT^^bg 
some  moie  %ahiable  place.  If  our  enemies  ob)  ge  us  lo  burn  Norfolk  mar 
they  not  oblige  us  to  burn  Portsmouth,  Hampton  and  YoJiS""  '       ^ 

rv  16%7"fi''"Fl  fi'^Y'''°''^*''''^"'^"'  ""^  ^I'-^led  Williamsburg,  Janua- 
^}%.}y    \  ^'^""'"^1  Pendleton  expresses  himself  thus  ■ 

VV  hne  the  To\™  was  entire,  I  could  not  think  it  ridit  for  vou  to  aban 
don  It  as  itvvas  too  shocking  to  tlunk  ot  oiu-  making  a  conC.Ln  of  o" 
mvn  lov™  though  too  much  the  property  of  our  enemie  ,  S  Xr  ord 
^^^^ytt^?^'-^^"^^  «k-l-^  ^-  '--.  I  -wni  re'r/onlr 


To^n  andst,bu..wasrc^ec^d:bt.r;:;;;h;c;i^;d t  s:^^ 

enemy'' "      '''  '^'^  P^Pnety  of  leaving  such  comfortable  lodgbgs  to  t\' 

ot^?'^™s^?he1l^'':V^'/'°^^  '^'''■"!"'^  ^'''  influential  and  conspicu- 
ous, express  the  same  reluctance  for  either  the  entire  or  partial  destnic 
tion  of  that  unhappy  Town.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  n?ot?  es  of  the  Con' 
vemion.  for  passing  the  present  resolution,  iffounded  in  e^or  wc'e  1^: 
ever,  pm-e  from  all  alloy  of  political  rancoiu-.  U.iwilling  to  sunpreJs  .  v 
en ctm,stance  known  to  us,  we  must  add  tiiat,  m  looking  over  the  Joum-doV 
tlie  House  of  Delegates,  which  met  in  October,  1776,  w^e  observe  a  neS  on 

themJlT^^''-^''^^^^'"'™^"'  ^^^-  «*"^^^"ri«Ik,  in^luch  tl  rpe?  tTone?/dec  ae 
themselves  ready  to  prove  tJ.at  "the  gratest  part  of  the  To^ni?  aJ  the  fos? 
co«fiagrat«>„,  was  wantonly  destroyed ^  the  Proyincial  tro^  » 
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**  removed,  that  he  cause  all  such  houses  to  be  demolish-    CHAP. 
^  ed,  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  l)e  useful  lo  our  enemies."  VI. 

In  consequence  of  these  directions,  on  the  6th  day  of 
February,  Iflowe  abandoned  Norfolk,  or  rather  the  scite  = 

on  which  Norfolk  had  stood;  for  scarcely  any  vestige  of     ^  ruaryR 
that  ill-fated  Town  was  now  to  be  seen.      After  removing  That  place 
the  inhahitants,  the  remaining  edifices  had  been  destroyed;  stroy^^^^^ 
and  tlie  mournful  silence  of  gloomy  depopulation  now  reign-  Us  scite  a. 
ed,  where  the  gay,  animating  hustle  of  an  active,  emulous  baiidoned. 
crowd  had  so  lately  prevaile«l.     Of  tliis  effecuation,  the 
gallant  Carolinian  gives  a  minute  and  interesting  account, 
in  a  letter  dated  Great-Bridge,  February  9,  177(j,  and 
addressed  to  his  friend  Woodford,  who,   having  availed 
himself  of  the  furlough  granted  him   by  the  Convention, 
now  enjoyed  a  transient  respite  from  the  toils  and  dangeis 
of  war,  in  the  bosom  of  a  beloved  and  virtuous  family,  in    • 
Caroline  county.      "  We  have  removed  from   Norfolk,'* 
writes  the  gay  warrior,  <•  thank  God  for  that  !  It  is  entire- 
«  ly  destroyed  ;  thank  G  )d  for  that  also!   And  we  shall 
<•■  soon,  I  hope,  be  in  mort?  comfortable  quarters,  when  I 
«  shall  be  equally  pious  and  equally  grateful  for  that  like- 
««  wise! — Our  enemies  (except  two  six  pounders)  did  not 
«*  attempt  to  molest  us  either  in  destroying  the  remains  of 
«  the  Town,  or  in  our  retreat,  but  remained  patient  spec- 
*<  tators  of  the  whole  scene.     I  expected  they  would  be 
t  <«  making  excursions  the  next  day,  and  sent  Major  Ruffin 
"  with  a  strong  pafty,  to  interrupt  them.     They  had  col- 
<«  lected  a  parcel  of  Sheep,  wjjieh  we  took ;  they  stood  a 
«  small  brusli,  lost  five  men,  among  whom  the  notorious 

**  Mr.  N ,  who  was  shot  through  the  head.    We  made 

**  eight  prisoners,  the  infamous  and  wickedly  industrious 

*<  Mr.  C one  of  them ;  and  we  hear  they  had  many 

*<  wounded.     Providence  most  graciously  and  remarkably  pjowesia- 
*»  continuing  to  protect  us,  ordained  that  "ive  should  not  tionshis 
*<  lose  one  man,  or  have  one  wounded,  although  they  re-  troops. 
*<  turned  our  fire,  and  gave  our  people  beside  a  smart  can- 
"  nonade.     I  send  another  party  to-morrow;  they  shall 
"  have  no  rest  for  the  sole  of  Iheir  feet.     We  wei-e  within 
*<  an  inch  of  taking  Captain  Squire,  and  Lieut.  Wright, 
«  as  the  eouutry-pcople  inform  us.    We  got  our  oUl  friend, 

«  Mr.  W ,  who  was  in  the  Town,  among  the  enemy, 

"  with  no  other  intention,  to  he  sure,  than  to  pick  up  nails. 

«  He  is,  however,  in  close  custody.     Major  Eppes  is  sta-  AtKempV 

«  tioned  at  Kemp's,   with   tliree    hundred    men;    Major  ^^  ^^^.^^^  " 

"  Marshall  will  remain  at  Great-Bridge  witli  three  hun-  Bridge. 

"  dred  more ;  ajid  where  I  shall  be,  I  have  not  yet  abso- 

*'  lutely  determined,    though  1  join  you  in  thinking,  it  And  at 

**  should  be  about  Suftbik.     The  tenders  have  been  up  to  Suffolk. 

*'  Major  Cooper's ;  they  burat  his  barn,  took  Gutridge's 

"  vessel,  6cc.  &c." 


Hi: 


HISTOHY  OF 


CIJAP. 
Vi. 


February  13 


State  oP  af- 
fairs in  X. 
Carolina. 


©pposifion 
otT'ovemor 
Mr?".!!  to 
the  popular 
"ipeasuTC  3. 


Suftolk  wr.";,  in  pfTecJ,  the  place  where  Colonel  Howe  ul- 
limaiely  (!ei<i  nihud  to  station  ihe  i^>i<ine  of  the  troop* 
under  his  couimund.  He  jurived  thei-e  on  the  13i4i  oCFe- 
brniJiY.  with  6A4'  men,  of  whom  ahoirf  5 i 4- fit  iordutj;  the 
resi  enf-^chled  Uy  sickness  or  fatigue,  and  inca|)able  to  art. 
To  Snfrolk  nuniheris  of  househ'ss  and  distressed  fuiritiresr 
from  Xofiolk  ha<!  ah'ead;;^  resorted  j  liumanity  and  hospi- 
tality hud  (hr<!wn  tiieir  doois  open  to  ree»Mve  those  uufor- 
tuna'e  wtindereis  :  every  bniUiing  was  erouded  with  theBi  j 
to  proci^rejo^'ng**  for  th^  troo[is  v\.s.  iher<  fore,  attended 
with  inuuensc  (iiJaculiy.  A  scarcity  of  provisions  uas  a- 
notijer  n«^ce&sary  result  of  this  cxtruordinary  influx  of  ad- 
ventitions  population  PvitrioHsm  triumphed  ovet  all 
those  inc'onvct)iencie5^  ;  and  in  (he  ronscionsness  of  bring 
en|4;a^«fi  in  the  siippori  of  a  Just  and  n<»lde  cause,  every 
one  forcot  his  ease,  his  coT^ifurt.  his  safety,  to  think  only 
oi  his  country's  inva.icd  rights,  and  of  lier  awful  sitrr.tion, 
arnl  sacreii  call.  In  order  to  establish  a  communicatio.i  be- 
tween SuiTolls  Hnd  Kemps,  a  party  was  stationed  at  Bridle's, 
and  un!)(her  at  Sicepy-hole.  A* report  that  the  enemy  was 
jntrenchiii.u;  hintself  below  Portsosoitt.li,  caused  Major  Rnf- 
fsn  to  he  sent  d?»Avn,  foi  tlu'  pur{)0se  of  asceiJaining  «he 
truth.  If  Mny  hosillr  post  h;.d  rrally  been  formed  at  that 
pln(  e,  it  wus  contemplated  to  break  it  up;  but  as  tlte  mi- 
nisterialist's were  fori»i«l  to  be  intrenched  to  the  nunff)er  of 
about  ."iOO,  under  cover  of  the -sijiiis.  the  design  was  for  the 
pfe->ent  relinnuished.  as  f'raui;ht  with  foo  many  dangers^ 
Avithout  an^  commensurate  benefits. 

Whiie  the  brave  and  jjatriulic  IIowc  was  thus  actively 
employed  in  proujoting  the  host  interests  of  Virginia,  or- 
ders reached  I'.im  to  st  t  out  fur  Ids  native  Colony,  to  oppose 
the  Higlilandei'S  a-ul  TJegtilatots,  tvo  classes  of  citizens  e- 
qually  <lisa(fecied  and  f  *rmiilable.  At  the  vecy  mo<iient, 
however,  that  he  was  leaving  Suffolk,  in  obedience  to  tltose 
orders,  he  was  countermanded  to  stay,  for  tl-e  [»urpose  of 
marching  against  General  Clinton,  wfso  hadjtist  arrived  ia 
Man>pM'na  Roads  with  an  alarming  force,  and  whose  debar- 
kation at  some  favorable  |)oiut  was  hourly  expected,  his 
real  destination  nol  being  tlieu  known. 

The  uienfion  of  t?iis  incident  naturally  introduces  a  sur- 
vey of  tiic  co!  lateral  and  siniuJtajieous  tfansaetions  in  the 
neighbouring  province  of  North  Carolina. 

If  Virginia  was  nobly  zealous,  and  gloiiously*successful  in 
'advancing  hy  her  energy  the  triumph  of  tlie  popular  cause, 
I^orih  Carolina  displayed  an  attlour  no  less  commendable, 
and  erjuaily  fortunate.  Governor  Martitt  had  evinced  an 
early  and  decided  hostility  to  the  measures  of  the  people, 
in  resisting  ministerial  encroacl.ments.  On  the  ith  of  A- 
pril,  1775.  ia  a  lofiy  governmental  strain,  he  had  eba'.gcd 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  not  to  appoini  Dele- 
gates to  tlie  general  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  alletlging 
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ih^t  such  nrt  appointment  would  be  highly  olfensivc  to  the     CHAP^ 
King  ;  earnestly  calling  upon  them,  at  the  same  (iuie,  ••  to        VI. 
oppose  a  meefing  of  Delegates,  whom  the  people  hud  been 
invited  to  choose,  and  who  were  to  assemble  at  that  very    '  ^' 

time  and  place,  in  the  face  of  the  Legislature."     The  an- 
swer of  the  General  Assembly  was  firm,   dignified,  and 
worthy  of  Freemen.     It  forcibly  and  eloquently  repelled 
the  malevolent  insinuations  of  the  Governor,  and   openly 
eoimteracted   his  oppressive  designs.     Far  from  agreeing 
▼ith  him  in  bestowing  on  the  Convention  now  held  at  New- 
hern,  the  injurious  appellation  of  an  illegal  meeting,  they 
recognized  in  the  members  of  that  body  the  respectable  re- 
presety|tives  of  the  people,  appointed  for  a  special  and  im- 
portanVjiurpose,  to  accomplish  which,  they  must  be  inde-. 
pendent  from  the  frequent  and  capricious  prorogations  wan- 
tonly exercised  in   regard  to  the  general  Assembly  them- 
selves.    Subsequent  occurrences  of  a  complexion  no  less  in- 
auspicious contributed  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  People.     Trusting  for  the  support  of  his 
authority,   in  the  affection  of  the   back  settlers,  chiefly 
composed   of  Scotch   Highland  Emigrants,   warmly  and 
obstinately  attached  to  the  Royal  Government,   he  had 
eommtnced  to  fortify  his  palaci*.  and  contemplated  an  im- 
mediate appeal  to  arms ;  hut  before  his  plan  could   be  ef- 
fected, the  people  took  the  alarm,  seized  upon   his  artille- 
ry and  ammunition,  and  compelled  him   to   seek  personal 
safety  in  a  precipitate  retreat  to  fort  Joiinsonjon  tjape  Fear  He  retir^ 
river.     Nor  was  this  all.     llis  continued  efforts  to  foment  ^o  Fort 
a  civil  war  ;  his  avowed  design  of  encouraging  the  slaves  ''ohnsqir. 
to  revolt,  if  all  other  means  to  maintain  the  King's  Go- 
vernment should  fail ;  hi*  hostile  and  dangerous,  letters  to 
the  ministry,  and  to  General  Gage,  replete  with  falsities 
and  misrepresentations  of  the  Colony,   induced  the  New- 
bern  Committee  to  declare  him  an  enemy  to  American  Li- 
berty, and  to  the  rights  and  blessings  of  a  free  people,  and 
utterly  unworthy  of  theij-  confidence. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  Fort  Johnson  was  prepar- 
paring  for  the  reception  of  an  additional  force,  upon  which 
a  patriotic  assemblage  collected  at  Wilmington,  under  Co- 
lonel Ash,  with   the   professed  intention  of  removing   the 
King's  artillery  from  the  Fort,  in  order  to  preserve  and  se-  And  after^ 
cure  it  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty.     This  contemplated  re-  ^^'"^^^^  °"  ' 
mov al  was,  however,  prevented  by  the  vigilant   activity  of  ciuizej^^ 
the  Governor,  who  himself  retired  on  board  the  King's  ^^j.^j  , 
Sloop,  the  Cruizer.     In  the  course  of  the  succeeding  night,  so^n  is  burnt 
Ash  entereti  the  Fort,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  and  build-  by  Colonel 
Jngs    within  it,  that   had  been  evacuated    and  disarmed.  ''^^^' 
The  next  day  witnessed  the  entire  destruction  of  wJiat  the 
flames  had  spared  ;  and  soon  after  the  Committee  resolved 
**  that  no  person  or  persons  whatever  should  have  any  cor- 
T^gippondence  with  the  Governor,  on  pain  of  being  deomed 
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enemies  f»  fhe  Liberties  of  America,  am!  dealt  with  ao^ 
coi'dinglv. 

The  Diiblication  of  hese  proceedings  and  resolves,  drew 
f(»r(h  from  Martin  a  pr>>cIama(ion  of  unusual  length,  or  ra- 
ther a  minute  and  disiorled  narrative,  with  inflammatory 
comments.  This  the  Provincial  Congress,  assembled  at 
Hillsborough,  unanimously  pronounced  to  be  a  false,  scan* 
dalous.  scurrilous,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  and  or* 
dered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  Executi- 
ou.H'.  That  this  warmth  originated  in  a  sense  of  individu- 
al wrongs,  and  in  the  personal  odium  which  the  Governor 
had  drawn  upon  himself,  clearly  appears  from  the  modei*a- 
tion  which  the  same  body  manifested  on  two  otheiyoccasi- 
ons.  A  plan  of  confederation  having  been  laioPbefore 
them,  they  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  their  deli- 
berate and  mature  belief  that  **  the  plan  of  general  confed- 
eration was  not  at  present  eligible,  and  that  the  existing 
association  ought  to  be  further  relied  on  for  bringing  a  re- 
coMciliation  with  the  parent  state,  and  a  further  confedera- 
cy ought  only  to  be  adopted  in  case  of  the  last  extremity." 
At  a  subse4|uent  period,  in  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Briiish  Empire,  proposed  by  Mr.  Hooper,  and  ununi- 
mously  adopted,  they  seemed  anxious  to  ward  off  the  impu- 
ta!  ion  of  aspiring  to  independence  by  the  following  expres- 
sions : 

"  We  again  declare,  and  we  invoke  that  Almighty  Being, 
who  searches  the  recesses  of  (he  human  heart,  and  knows 
our  mohji  secret  intentions,  that  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish 
and  prayer  to  be  restored,  with  the  other  united  Colonies 
to  the  state  in  which  we  and  they  were  placed  before  the 
year  iroS,  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations  which 
Britain  had  niajle  previous  to  sliis,  and  which  seem  to  be 
injurious  and  oppressive*  to  these  colonies,  hoping  that,  at 
some  fiiiure  day,  she  will  benignly  interpose,  and  remove 
froi<»  us  every  cause  of  complaint.'" 

The  alsovc  occurrences  which  took  place  in  the  course  of 
177.1,  did  noi  entirely  prostrate  >hc  hopes  of  the  Governor. 
Along  the  Western  fi-ontiers,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince, were  soalti'red  a  disorderly  and  restless  set  of  men, 
called  R<';r?/?«.^ors.  from  their  attempt,  in  1770,  to  stop  the 
a'lmi!!i».M';aion  orjiiMice,  or,  at  least,  to  controul  its  forms. 
Their  efforts  iiad  ilien  been  defeated,  but  they  still  retained 
the  s  iuie  wild  and  lawless  spirit,  and  now  aimed  at  the  Co- 
lonial s^  stem  the  deadly  Mow  which  they  had  not  been  a- 
ble  toinilief  on  the  Royal  Government.  The  Province' al- 
so contained  urrfuy  Scotch  settlers,  who  had  exchanged 
ihnr  mountains  for  a  more  genial  climate,  without  being  a- 
ble  to  renounce  those  early  partialities,  attachments,  and 
pr  judiees.  among  wliich  a  blind  veneration  for  royal  au- 
thorifyand  its  eoncomitants,  was  not  the  least  influential. 
With  both  these  classes  of  inhabitants,  Martin  continued 


VTRGINU.  115 

to  keep  up  a  correspondence.    By  their  means,  he  orga-    CHAP. 
nized  a  plan  of  insurn  c(  on,  issued    Colonels  coiuniisbiosis         \l. 
for  this  purpose,  and  o.dered   sueii    men  as  siiouid  take  up 
arms  to  repair  to  llie  r  yal  sta'tdard  a(  Brunsuick,  beiore    ' 
ti.e  15th  of  February,  177t>,  jM'Otiiihing  thai   they  should  be 
then  and  there  supported  by  5000  regulars. 

In  effect,  intelligence  had  readied  iiiui  that  General 
Clinton  would,  about  thai  time,  arrive  at  Cape  Fear,  wiifi  a 
small  detach nsenl,  and  that,  early  in  the  year.  Sir  Pe(ep 
Parker,  and  Lord  Cornwalli  were  to  syil  tVom  IrelauU  for 
the  southern  Colonies,  pi-  b  by  for  North  Carolina,  wiih 
a  squadron,  and  a  consideiaoio  body  of  (ruops.     By  the  co-  * 

«j!eration  of  those  uniied  forces,  Martin  ttaitereu  himself         ' 
speedily  to  effect   the   reduction  ol   the   lolon^.     iJe  no-  Mi-cdonaJd 
mmated  one  Maedonald  c  mmander  in  chief  of  the  rojal   '^'^.'^,"  ^'-^ 
party.      Maedonald,  bold,  adventurous,  an<l   intpatient  to  ar'd at Ci oaa- 
acf,  erected  the  royal   standard  at  Cross-Creek,    early  in  Creek. 
February,  issued  a  proclamation  prepared  by  the  G over-  Februajy9. 
nor  for  the  occasion,  and  soon  counted  1500  men,  ready  to 
inarch  wherever  he  mii^ht  choose  to  lead  them.     To  form 
a  junciion  with  Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  and  General  Ciinion 
vho  had  now  reached  Cape  Fear,   and,  widi  them  and  the 
Governor,  lo  penetrate  tfn'  intericy*  olthe  Colony,  ami  awe 
the  inhabitants  into  uncondilional  submission,  was  the  plan 
of  the  Loyalists.     Tikis  scheme,  however,  was  defeated  by 
the  prudence  and  aeiiviiy  of  the  patriodc   leaders.     No 
sooner  was  Brigadier  General  James  Aloore  apprizt  d  of 
the  first  movements  of  the  disuftected,  than  he  piocceded 
\iith  his  own  legiment,  five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  part  of  February  15 
the  Bladon  militia,  to  take  possession  of  an  important  post, 
called  Rock-fish  Bridge,  a'  the  distance  of  seven   miles  on- 
ly from  the  station  occupied  by  the  Loyalists.     As  his  nuns- 
bers  were  inferior  to  their-,   he  resolved   to  intrench  and 
fortify  that  pHSS.  and  to  wait   tor   reinforcements.     Tbesc 
Loiirly  arrived  from  diffeteni  (juarters,  and  on  tlie  19lh, 
bi.s  force  amounted  to  aboistllOO    men.     IViacdoi^ld   now  M;kes  pro- 
advanced,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  within  four  miles  of  the  P*^- l^  t^o 
P;iiriots,  and  by  a  Hag  of  i^ce  transuiitted  to   IMoore  tise-^  ^°^^" 
Governor's  proclamation,  with  a  manifesto  and  a  letter 
from  himself,  inviting  him  lo  join  the  King's  standard,  and 
containing  the  following  tMeat :  "Ihisve  thought  proper 
to  intimate  to  you  that.  \y\  case  you  do  not,  by  12  o'eiock, 
to-morrow,  join  the  Royal  standard.   I   niust  certainly  con- 
sider you  and  your  men  as  enemies,  and  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  the  support  of  I  e^;;^!  authority." 

Moore  was  anxious  to  postpone  a  decisive   answer,  nntif  Whotem. 
the  Colonial    forces,    then    on  their  nu  reh   to  join  him,  poiises  Vom 
should  he  so  concentrated  as  to  render  success  iiif illi'de.  p!!(i'fini[lv 
He.  therefore,   illedsred  the  neces-vify  of  a  cunfei-eoee  v\ith  r^e^tsthejp 
otVier  Colonial  officers,  hijrb   in  outhoritA.   previouHl'    to 
Itj;*  ietiU'OJJSg  u  ^uaJL  commuBtcatioa|  on  so  momentous  a  sub- ' 
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CHAP,  ject  ;  and  when  he  thought  himself  able  to  s^tack  Msfiw, 
VI.  donuld  with  advantage, and  even  to  cut  off  his  retrea. ,  he  in- 
formed him  that  *'  both  he  and  the  patriotic  iffi.eis  with 
wliom  lie  had  consiilted,  consiilered  themselves  etigaged  iu  » 
cause  tiie  most  ghiiious  and  honorable  in  the  world,  ibr  the 
defence  ol  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  in  support  of  wiiick 
they  were  alike  determined  to  hazard  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable."  He  then  offered  some  remarks  on  the  ingrati- 
tude of  the  HigLlandei's  for  their  favorable  reception  in 
the  Colony  ;  and  concluded  with  these  words  :  ♦*  Desirous 
of  avoiding  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  1  have  thought 
proper  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  test,  recommended  by  th» 
continental  Congress,  which  if  you  and  your  men  will  yet 
subt>eribe,  we  are  willing  to  receive  you  as  friencls  and 
countij-men.  Should  tliis  off.  r  be  i  ejected,  I  shall  consi- 
der  you  all  as  enemies  of  the  constitutional  liberties  of  A-i 
inerica,  and  treat  you  accordingly." 

To  this  Macdonald  replied  in  a  haughty  and  indignant 
tone,  repelling  with  scorn  the  charge  of  ingratilude  mad* 
against  the  Scotch  Emigrants,  expatiating  wilh  abhorrence 
on  the  sentiments  of  revolt,  hostility  and  treason,  to  the 
King,  which  he  ascribed  to  his  opponents,  and  declaring  it 
his  duty  to  conquer,  if  he  could  not  reclaim,  all  those  wh© 
might  be  hardy  enouj^h  t8  take  up  arms  against  the  best  of 
masters  and  of  monarehs.    ^_j 

%i^"^^' 'fd.       "^^  immediate  engagement  was,  therefore,    expected. 

dc  0,1a       On  the  21st,  however,  Moore  discovered  that,  during  ihe 

•  '^^'^i       ^^yQ  preceding  nights,  Macdonald,  doubtless,  apprehensive 

of  being  surrounded,  had  crossed  the  North- West  river  at 

Campbell  Town,  with  the  whole  of  his  army,  sunk  and 

Affuir  at        destroyed  all  the  boats,  and  (hat  he  was  now  rapidly  folio w- 

^e*^^.  *"S  ^^*^  ^"^^'  direci  route  to  Negroe-head  point.     Measures 

were  speedily  adopted  to  obstruct,  harrass,-  and  distress 
them  in  (heir  march,  and  the  pursuit  was  marked  with  do 

Fe^iuitfj  27  less  activity  and  skill  than  the  retreat.  On  the  2Gth,  CoL 
Lillington,  who  had  (he  preceding  day,  'aken  his  stand  sUt 
Moore'sTreek  Bridge,  was  joined  by  Coloiiel  CasveJi.  A 
sntall  breast-work  was  hastily  raised,  and  the  Bridge  part- 
ly destroyed.  The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  an  a- 
larm  gun  was  fired  ;  immediately  after  which,  the  Loyal- 
ist**, headed  by  Capt.  Macleod,  in  consequence  of  Macdo- 
nald's  indisposition,  witfi  great  spirit  and  impetuosity,  rush- 
ed on  to  attack  the  Colonials.  They  now  were  wiUiin 
thirty  paces  of  »he  breast -work  and  artillery  of  the  Patri- 
ots, when  a  tremendous  in*e  opened  upon  them.  Ma'^^leod, 
and  several  officers  and  men  immediately  fell.  In  a  few 
minutes,  the  whole  of  their  army  was  put  to  flight :  they  a- 
baudoned  their  sick  General,  who  was,  the  next  day,  taken 
by  the  Provincials— of  the  insurgents  abont  70  were  either 
killed  or  made  prisoners  ;  the  Patriots  h  <!  only  two  men 
'Trouude4«  oue  of  whom  died^  and  tbe  other  survived.    4- 
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considerable  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  mi-    CHAP, 
lii.u'y  stores,  Uecanle  Ihe  propert}  of  tlie  coiKjuerofs,  an<l        Vl» 
tnost  of  the  fugitives  were  disarmed  ami  secviretl.     'I'lius 
w<#hiii»iii]y  terminated  a  dangerous  and  men;;<iij{5  insur-  ■"    "      * 
reelion.     This  viclorv  justly  dilfused   (hron.^h  North  Ca- 
rolina and  her  sister-colonies  exultation  and  eonfidence.     It 
crushed  one  of  the  heads  of  the  hydra  of  opjjosilioii  ;    ami 
if  it  did  not  en  iieiy  neutralize,  it,  at  least,  retarded  tlje  o- 
.<  perat ions  meditated  a,i4ainst  the  colony,  and   afforded  time 
to  i>re})are  for  the  hnist  oi"  the  impendins^  slorin. 

In  the  speeeh  with  which  the  king  of  Kngland  met  his  Dunmore'a 
Parliament,  on  the  28th  of  t)etober,  1775,  among  other  'et'^^rto 
measures  con(em|>la(ed  in   relation  to  America,    he  men- 
tioned the  fo! lowing  : 

•'  When  the  unhiippy  and  deluded  multitude  against 
f*  whom  this  force  will  he  directed,  (an  increased  noval 
"  and  militai'y  Jovcr  destined  ugainsl  Ihe  VnloiiiefiJ  %h'A\ 
«*  become  sensihiejuf  their  error,  I  shall  J[>e  ready  loieecive 
«*  the  misled  wiiii  tenderness  and  mercy  :  and  in  order  to 
*'  prevent  the  iuconveuiencies  which  may  arise  t'xoiu  the 
*'  great  distance  of  their  situation,  and  to  rcn^ove.  as  soon 
*'  as  possible,  the  eabmities  which  they  suflfer.  I  sliall  give 
"  authority  to  certain  persons  upon  the  spot  to  grant  ge- 
"  neral  or  particular  par(!ons  and  indemnities,  in  sucli  jv 
'»  manner,  and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  lit,  and 
"^  to  receive  the  submisaion  of  any  Pnjvince  or  Colony 
*«  which  shall  he  disposed  to  return  to  its  aUegiance.  It 
**  may  also  he  proper  to  authorize  persons  so  commii^sion. 
**  ed,  to  restore  such  Province  or  Colony,  so  returning  to 
"  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  trade  and  com- 
*'  meree.  and  to  the  >amc  protection  and  security,  as  if 
'*  such  Province  or  Colony,  had  never  revoltcci." 

This  furnished  Dunmorc  with  the  opportunity  of  fin  at- 
tempt, either  real  or  pretended,  towards  a  reconciliation 
between  Virginia  and  the  parent  State.     On  the  22nd  of 
January.  1776,  he  addressed,  from  the  Ship  Dunmore,  in 
Elizabeth   river,  to  the  honorable  Richard  Corbin,  a  let- 
ter, in  which,  after  complacently  expatiating  on  the  j  ec- 
titude  of  his  own  intentions,  and  the  benevolence  of  his 
own  heart,  and  vaguely,  but  acrimoniously  reflecting  on 
the  views,  the  motives,  and  conduct  of  tlie  leading  Patri- 
ots, he  called  on  that  geiitlcman.  in  the  name  of  his  God. 
his  King  and  his  Country,  to  <•  enforce  by  e\Q,iy  exeriion 
of  his  best  advice  and  assistance,  the  sincere  endeavojirs 
wliich  the  generous,   the  humane,  the  truly  noble  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  part  of  his  MMJesty's  speech   just  CommiuM- 
quoted,  prompted  him  to  make,  to  eftVct,"  by  anv  means  J^-^tedby 
that  should   be  thought  most  advisable,    an     bonorHble.  cwmuute 
permanent,  speedy,  and  happy  reconciliation  between  » he  of  safety. 
Colony  iind  the  mother  Coinitry.".      On  tlie  19th  of  Fe-  February l-^r 
bruary,  Mr,  Corbin  laid  the  lotter  alluded  to  bef«ro  the 
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eommi^ce  o^f*  safety,  requesting  the  oyMtiion  of'  fhatBwi^ 
iii  relation  to  the  important  ohjeet  which  Diinraore  pro-^ 
fesscd  liiniself  so  anxious  to  promote.  The  ComuiiUec 
expressed,  in  answer,  their  ardent  wishes  for  the  recoa- 
ciiiaiion  proposed,  declaring  themselves,  at  the  same  time 
neither  authorized,  nor  inclined,  to  intermeddle  in  the 
mode  of  negotiation.  "The  Continental  Congress,  they 
said,  have,  in  their  last  petition  to  the  throne,  besought 
his  Majesty  to  point  out  some  mode  for  such  negotiation  ; 
and  if  t?le  administration  are  disposed  to  heal  this  unnatu- 
ral wound  in  tlie  Empire,  they  will  embrace  that  occasion 
(wiiich  probably  will  be  the  last)  of  accomplishing  it.  At 
all  events,  any  other  steps  to  be  taken  must  proceed  from 
the  Representatives  of  the  Continent,  and  not  fi'om  us.— 
"We  shall,  however,  communicate  the  contents  of  Lord 
Dunmore's  letter  to  the  House  of  Burgesses,  who  meet^ 
by  adjournment,  the  first  of  March,  and  submit  the  mat- 
ter to  them,  in  case  there  should  then  bfl  members  enough 
to  proceed  to  business,  or  as  soon  after  as  such  a  number 
can  be  convened.  In  the  mean  time,  if  his  Lordship  has 
it  in  his  inclination  and  power  to  serve  the  Colon.V,  and 
avoid  making  the  breach  still  wider,  it  may  be  manifested 
by  suspending  hostilities  against  the  inhabitants,  until  the 
*ltimate  intentions  of  his  Majesty  are  known,  respecting 
any  negotiation."  To  this  declaration,  the  Committee  ad- 
ded assurances  of  unlimited  confidence  in  the  attachment 
of  Mr.  Corbin  to  the  real  interest  of  his  country,  and  in 
the  purity  of  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated. 
They  entirely  approved  of  his  intention  to  proceed  with  a 
flag  of  truce  on  board  the  Dunmore,  to  hear  what  his 
Lordship  might  have  to  propose  on  the  main  subject  of  his 
letter.  An  interview  took  place  between  Dunmore  and 
Corbin,  just  at  the  time  when,  having,  on  his  way  to  Cape 
F«ar,  entered  Hampton  Roads,  and  visifed  the  fugitive 
Governor,  probably  to  concert  with  him  future  operations. 
General  Clinton  created  the  alarm  which  .we  have  men* 
tioned,  as  the  cause  of  Colonel  Howe's  prolonged  stay  in 
Virginia.  Much  good  humour,  civility,  and  attention  was 
manifested  to  Mr.  Corbin  by  Dunmore,  Clinton,  and  other 
British  oflicers  ;  but  the  hopes  which  tlie  warmth  of  a  be- 
nevolent and  sanguine  disposition  had  induced  him  to  form 
and  cherish,  were  totally  frustr;ited.  He  read  to  Lord 
Dunmore  the  declai'ation  of  the  Committee,  in  presence 
of  General  Clinton,  who  observed  that,  in  his  opinion, 
nothing  asked  by  the  Americans  in  a  constitutional  way, 
would  be  reiused  them  ;  but  that,  if  they  relied  up<in  the 
General  Congress,  tlvey  had  nothing  to  expect  from  the 
Parliament.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Corbin  proposed  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  to  issue  a  commission  for  holding  an  Assembly. 
This  proposal  was  pere'mptorih  rejj'cted.  Dunmore  b  \d 
another  scheme  iu  view  ;  it  was  that  the  principal  geutl^" 
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lijen  in  the  Colony  should  sign  certain  nroy^ositioHs  for  au    CHAP, 
acoommodation,  which  he  would  himself  convey  to  En-       VII, 
j;land,  and  advocate  with  (he  ministry.  This  scheme,  evi- 
dently tending  to  disunite  the  public  mind,  and,  by  a  divi-  '^  J^ 
sion  of  sentiment  and  measures,  lo  lessen  the  force  of  re-    ^  ™ary2f 
sistance  in  the  Colony,  was  too  palpably  insidious  and  hos-  £f.°yi^ 
tile,  to  meet  with  (he  approbation  and  concurrence  of  any 
real  friend  to  the  right*  and  happiness  of  his  country.     It 
accordingly   proved  abortive;   and  conciliatory  measures 
dailv  became  less  practicable.     In  an  earlier  part  of  the 
contest,  the  petitions  of  the  American  Colonists  had  firmly, 
but  respectfully  proclaimed,  that  from  the  King  there  was    * 
but  one  appeal.     The  admonition  had  been  disregarded, 
and  that  appeal  forced  on  them.     They  now  had  one  trutk 
more  to  inculcate   on  the  deluded  monarch ;  it  was  that, 
when  Colonies  have  once  drawn  the  sword,   ne   retrogade 
step  is  to   be  looked  for,  and  no  alternative  remains   but: 
that  of  everlasting  avulsion  from  the  Parent-Country,  or 
utter  annihilation.      Phis  awful  alternative,  for  which  too 
many  motives  already  existed,  the  present  measures  of  the 
ministers  seemed  to  press,  with  increased  violence^  u|}op 
America. 


CHJiPTER  rn. 

THE  Contest  assumes  a  decisive  character — Minisferial 
and  Parliainentary  Proceedings — tind  state  of  parlies  in 
England-^  Petiiions  in  England  against  coercive  mea* 
snres^—J^Iilitary  resignations — B'J^culties  attending  c«- 
listments — The  minislei's  resolve  on  purchasing  foreign 
troops — Are  disappointed  in  Russia — .^iid  in  Holland-—' 
Succeed  in  Germany — Petition  of  Congress  r^ecled — 
King^s  speech — Debates  upon  it — JEmployment  of  foreign 
troops  vehemently  opposed — Finallif  carried — Warlike 
supplies  enormnus — .Harm  of  the  Landholders — Uemoved 
iy  the  duplicity  of  M'nisters — Mr.  PemVs  examination- 
All  conciliatory  propositions  are  defeated — Bill  for  pro- 
hibiting all  intercourse  xvilh  the  United  Colonies — Four 
thousand  troops  voted  by  Ireland — A  Jleet  sails  from 
Cork — Is  followed  by  other  armaments — Commissiovers 
for  granting  panlous — Expectations  of  the  Ministers — 
Independence  the  necessary  result  of  Ministerial  Tyran^ 
ny — The  people  of  Virginia  resolve  upon  a  separation. 

WE  have  already  travelled  over  two  important  periods  The  wntest 
of  this  memorable  contest.     First,  we  have  seen  imprudent  assumes  a 
and  haughty  ministers,  in  their  rash  attempt  to  oppress  ch^etcf. 
the  Colonies  by  unconstitutional  laws,  kindle   a  wide  and 
formidable  blaze  of  discontent  and  opposition  j  secondly}  we 
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Cil.'VP.  have  "witnessed  the  defeat  of  those  hopes,*vhii'h  a  pfoiid, 
VIL  but,  at  I  he  same  time,  weak  ailininistralion,  derived  from 
the  sii|)}K)sed  Avant  of  spirit,  resources,  mA  unanimity  in  A- 
mcrica  ;  and  viewed  t!«e  inefficiency  of  measures  not 
Sitamped  wiUi  ar'ecided  character,  biilfluctnutinj^  between 
eoncession  and  eompulbion.  We  now  come  to  a  third  e*- 
poch,  (liat  wlienthe  royulty  of  atoning  for  errors,  hy  per- 
sisting in  (hem,  was  fully  displayed— when  finding  the  A« 
mciJcans  neither  servilely  passive,  nor  disunited,  nor  with- 
out means  to  resist  oppression,  the  (iovernuient  resolved 
upon  employing  not  only  the  whole  inherent  and  efteeiive 
'  force  of  the  British  Empire,  hut  even  foreign  mereeitaries, 
to  exti'iguish  a  flame  which  its  own  impolitic  steps,  and  iii- 
conductcd  experiaicnts  had  kindled,  and  which  threatened 
extensive  ruin,  and  incalculable  injury  to  the  rash  and 
frantic  incendiaries  themselves.  Here,  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  A!inisterial  and  Pa rjiaraentary  proceedings,  tOt! 
wards  the  close  of  1775,  l)eeomes  neces^vai-y. 
Ministerial  Ilithci'to,  the  Ministers  had  confidently  hoped,  and  no 
andPaiha-  Jess  confideuvh' asserted  that  the  late  acts  of  Parliament, 
pioceoiings  '^^'^  ^''^  troops  already  sent  to  America,  wouUI  suffice  to 
andsuiteof  crush  all  opposition  in  (he  Colonies.  They  had  flattered 
^^^l^i"  themselves  that  ibe Loyalists,  encouraged  by  the  presence^ 
^  "^^  '  of  the  military,  and  imodled  both  by  their  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  the  King,  and  by  their  anxiety  not  to  incur  the 
vengeance  denounced,  in  forms  so  teri'ific,  against  rebels 
and  traitors,  Avould  rally  in  crowds  round  the  ro^al  stand- 
ard, strike  some  bold  and  decisive  blow,  and  speedilj"  re- 
store  regular  government.  They  had  likewise  indulged  aa 
expectation  that,  hy  the  rigor  shewn  to  New-England,  the 
Southern  Colonies  would  be  deterred  from  embarking  in 
her  eause ;  and  much  reliance  Avas  placed  on  this  antici- 
pated division  of  the  several  C(donies,  for  the  subjugation  of 
them  all.  Nor  were  such  delusions  conlined  to  the  Ministers 
alone  ;  their  baneful  influence  extended  to  a  considerable 
part  of  the  nation.  Soon,  however,  these  emp<A  hopes 
vanished;  and  the  mist  which  had  obscured  or  distoited 
every  distant  object,  Avas  suddenly  dispelled.  It  could  no 
longer  be  doubted  that  the  King's  troops,  instead  of  march- 
ing as  conquerors  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Colonies, 
vvere  themselves  cooped  up  within  a  narrow  space,  the 
precincts  of  a  single  town,  whence  they  dared  not  sally 
iorth  ;  that  the  disturbances  at  first  local  and  par^irJ,  now 
raged  from  one  extremity  of  the  Colonies  to  the  other  :  that 
the  (.lovernoi's,  so  far  from  having  been  euitbled.  bv  t!,c  aid 
of  the  Loyalists,  to  restore  the  royal  authority,  hud  found 
it  expedient  to  seek  personal  safety  on  bourd  armed  vessels ; 
finally,  that  the  Americans,  in  lieu  of  being  intimidated, 
or  so  disposed  to  yield  any  of  the  contested  points,  hourly 
imbibed  new  courage,  new  vigor,  new  boldness,  and  ncAV 
hop^,     Tliis  alForded  the  opponent  s  of  the  IMinisters  a 
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^vorahle  opnoHuniw  to  |)l..«-e  in  a  gfJaH'iR  11:;ht  their  ij^  Vi'  \  t* 
n.>^',»  »ce,  riidii  UKMoaciiy,  liieir  pe -v*  rst-  vt>s<t;iii,i'A. —  \:  . 
•*  nuMi,"  liny  e.\{?lai  (cJ,  ♦•  are  il«e  'Csuliis  o*  yc.x* 
w.ctvHdi  iuiUiuai-ijii !  liisuhs  wliieli  i«  \v«ji  e.i'j>  *o  ioiv-  <  '"  ''^' 
So-..  aaU  \vi«i(ji)  V,  t*  iKtvc  loiij;  siiufi  aiui  JoMiiiji'  a-u-.j-Hui*! ! 
ll  .oil  rt'Cie  (isoa-rui.in-J  .lOc  to  li«»Jci  'o  liie  i':uio-.istr;ii»rC8 
an  i  ^ieti^Juii:  oi  i».e  Cu!  >:iisis.  vat<  ouj^lil.  ({»■.';.,  lo  liive 
pt'.*>iiieji  a  {,o>siv-ai  fjive  suJiicle.)!  io  cu»iij!ci  Uhiv  ..'.>tMii- 
e  ■■■>'.  t<)»  iiave  JoJie  iiiUi'ii  <o  iniiatf,  arul  aoiii*;;  to 
suiivie,  Yi»ui-s  Wi.s  <hi'  lask  to,ci'ush  .>ouf  ndvfrs.iiirs, 
■\vuhst  oit*  inir  j^u-.ui),  u»is>isj)iL'iou8,  drisi'neless  :  hiod^iiid 
01  u  iieji  yo«»  liavf  l«i:ig'  l)<  f<iie-hanti  ^\a^ntNi  Hiein  of  a-  itiv 
dtsi^.ir*,  duib.le.^s.  >vi'.ii  an  t>Hca  ion  d  ii  vluv  si.cuid 
Ij.iVt-  (liuc  lo  ^>iOjj.!''e  l<n*  iue  siru^^-^li- !  \>  !  [i  tUtU  <n.i-i  of 
j\i:ir  i'vSi»^i?-c«*s  .'»pijnjj|;li<  i^'.o  a<  (is»n.  a;id  tiiut  jtjir(  ir^on- 
si  .efaiiJc.  jou  iifive  i'f«sli!y  ven(ur-d  I'poti  d<  «MS»ve  ;■.  I'a*- 
Si'.iiSj  in  ilie  vyes  noj  <»»'h  ot*  Aii.ei'iv^i..  bu-  vd'  Uu>  vtii^le 
w:»rld,  yon  l«ave  saPie*!  Uic  BiMis-h  nau.i'  v. itli  {Jifigro- 
Biiiiy  of'c'utit  ,  wiii.oal  o-m  s\  gl  ray  oT  .qJo' v  to  iliui  e 
thi^Miark  jiicmrc.  Ye*.  Ifoaveu  -tp  litiuiUru  toryi-fn  ois- 
a;j,.aini;H^a'S.  your  jiisasfcrs,  >0(ir  siranr*' !  Thvy  v*ii|, 
ai  li'ivsl,  l(-acli  you  one  greaf.  uwful,  and  sahMaFy  irmh — 
thai  yraunj  eaniioi  i)e  cstv:I>lisl>ed  in  aiiy  |)iii  i  oi  Jst  5,  ri- 
tisit  iLiii|)ifi*,  so  easily  as  you  had  iriKigincd  in  liie  t'rcs.zy 
of  iour  atJibicious  selnmi-s.  'J'ue  mau  e>:p(  jinjt^nis.  tiled 
in  Aaie.ii'a.  v,ei-e.  if  siU'Ctssftil,  intcidrd  for  i  n  tsid 
hci'Neif.  Vv'e  may  well  sejrdjiii  ai  iIm»  resiftftiruf  wlticji  !k  s 
c;;:<st  i  ta.'ii  f  .ilure.  Tin-  nolde  exam;d»'  ol'  our  An>»!  i  na 
bre  iirea,  \v?!i  foiTver  stand  in  the  \v,!\  oC  udTui;!  ;  ih  as- 
pi  'it  ,5  ^taifsuii'n  !  Ii  will  furever  ensure  our  rigi.ts.  our 
lii)' rJies.  ovy  pjosiMMiiy  !"  * 

To  ISie  eliar;;e  of  i»oi  iiaviijg  used  suificient  activity.  Kiid 
di-j)la>e:l  an  adequate  loii-e,  (he  Mi.iisters  answered  "hat 
»•  ij;ihi  proceedings  best  a<'<or(!."d  wiiji  she  lawj*.  jjiMiioi- 
pies,  aad  fiisposilirjns  ol'  I'lnglislnneri  ;  l!  ai  forbear:  lue, 
an^l  rven  ;-,ff.'  tion  bi.d  always  vhurac  terized  Ibe  c<>;»<ir(t 
oi*  'he  Bri'isli  governineni  <ijwar«!s  i^s  s(i?»jeris  ;  (ha!  iha 
a  luiaisJi'aion,  so  ofien  and  so  eauseh'ssly-aeenied  oi  .y- 
ran  liyal  views,  had,  in  ihf  present  liisi*.  sht'.ri.u'Jy  a- 
voi.ied  a  si)nibjr  eharge.  \V  Ir.H  \vo!!l''  have  br«  n  s!,i.id, 
tliy  a<i*!e«!.  bv  (hose  vcrv  ummj  who  nou'  Herinionioi'sly 
censure  (he  in•«e^'!'^ion  and  laxi'y  of  on;*  nx  ;:S!ire^.  {tad  we, 
on  (iie  jirsi  n^'ws  or(he  lii  (nrMiice^.  s«  nt  'a'gr  iieefs;  ;  n.l 
pouerTuI  armies  lo  Anu-'ie;;.  an<'  I'afi'ie-  f)»e  and  s"  c  cd 
into  ihe  vi'iy  hea.'S  of  (he  C'o;,>nits?  \\\  m  w(»n':!  '?  *  n 
lidvc   been   (heir  innr.nnrs.  if,  nonvif'si.'.inliajr  o«!  '   for- 


•We  i(!ave  iii-oed  ..t  t'ivi:>i.c  in  s!il>'  .-nee.  not  in  e<cp.e  i.-.ion,  'e  i.rgri- 
men  n)'  "b-nii  j):  ien.  Sea  Butta  -T^nii  sscovdu — LLlvi  Scuto.  Fi"oni  that 
excelieui  auiiior,  we  iia.ve  iui-geiy  boi  rowed  m  liiis  plj.ce. 

JU 
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CH\P,  hcaranee,  they  complain  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  pro- 
VII.  ceediiigs?  Such  chunours  are  to  be  disregarded.  Th© 
inconsistency  of  those  who  raise  them,  sufficiently  proves 
'  that  tliey  aie  actuated,  not  by  Ipve  of  country,  l>ul  by  am- 
bition, not  by  a  desire  of  justice,  but  by  the  rage  of 
indiscriminate  opposition.  Surely,  it  was  the  duiy  of 
Ministers  to  grant  full  time  for  reflection  and  i-epen- 
tauce ;  extreme  remedies  ought  to  be  reserved  for  ex- 
treiae  cases.  Long,  indeed,  has  the  mother  Country  sub- 
mitted to  rJie  whims  and  caprices  of  her  disobedient  chil- 
dren ;  but  this  forbearance  can  liave  hud  no  other  effrct 
than  to  convince  them  of  her  inclination  to  forgive.  Her 
ability  to  punish,  they  know  full  well  ;  and  if  tliey  have 
not  returned  to  the  p;ilh  of  duty,  their  obstinate  perflever- 
auce  in  error  and  guilt  can  be  ascribed  to  no  other  c:uis« 
than  tlie  calumnious  vocilei-atioHs  of  our  opponents.  It  is 
by  such  men  that  they  are  deceived,  misled,  inflamed,  and 
armed  againsi  their  legitimate  Sovereign.  Soon,  however, 
the  activity  and  energy  of  government  in  displaying  its 
means  of  compulsion,  >>illshe\v  thai  Cireai  Britain  possess- 
es butli  the  power  and  the  will  to  maintain  her  rights,  her 
iuierests,  her  digniiv.  After  wasiiug  so  much  magnanimi- 
ty and  indulgence  on  ingrateful  and  deluded  Colonies,  she  is 
justiiUtble  in  proceeding  towards  tliem  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tremities. No  longer  ought  the  Americans  to  be  consider- 
ed and  tre.ited  as  i>ritisli  subjects,  but  as  implicable  ene- 
mies. No  rigor  towards  them  can  henceforth  be  wrong  ; 
and  uncondilional  suhiuission  alone  can  sati»f ,'  us." 

Such  in  ?abs<ance,  were  the  reasons  alledged  by  the  Mi- 
nislei'S,  in  vindication  of  what  they  had  done,  and  intended 
to  do.  A  "ery  obvious  rcllecJion  deprived  these  reasons  of 
all  weight — The  Ministers  were  the  real  authors  of  the  un- 
hapijy  disturbances  wliich  now  convulsed  the  Empire. 

Indeed,  the  dispute  with  America  could  not  be  viewed  in 
England  through  a  pure  and  calm  medium.  Rancorous 
passions,  and  clashing  interests  formed  there  a  thick  cloud 
of  prejudice,  owing  (o  which,  just  ice,  reason,  and  truth  must 
have  lost  their  wonted  refulgence.  Accordingly,  the  vio- 
lence and  asperity  of  opposite  sentiment  which,  at  this  time, 
pervaded  the  mother  Country,  fell  little  short  of  what  the 
Colonies  themselves  exhibited.  The  angry  feelings,  the 
animosity  of  the  Whigs  and  Tories  in  the  days  of  Queen 
Anne,  were  now  retraced,  and  perhaps,  exceeded.  A  simi- 
lar violence  and  correspondent  obstinacy  were  manifested 
both  by  the  parfizans  and  the  enemies  of  the  American 
cause.  "The  Tories."  one  party  observed,  "are  the  authors 
of  the  public  lettei's  frequently  addressed  to  the  King  and 
the  I'arliajnent.  advising  them  to  spread  tJie  havoc  of  waT 
througii  the  Continent  of  America.  Their  insidious  and 
fatal  nH*'.'ei)i*esen<atlons  fan  the  flame  of  discoi'd.  But 
we  must  look  higher  up  fur  the  source  of  their  blind  pre- 
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judiccs,  and  ambilious  views.     Both  these  are,  in  some    CIIAP« 
moasure,  herediiary.     We  are  to  trace  chem  up  to  (hose       Yll, 
mischievous   ami  hateful   doctrines  which   t'oMowed    into 
Knj^land   the  (l,ynasty  of  (he  Stuur(s,  and  ihialiy  caused  *"■"'    '"^"^ 
llieir  ruin.     Yet.  neither  the  ealanii(ies  hrou^lu  on  tlieip 
country  by  tiie  absurd  and  servile  creed  of  ahsohKe  here- 
ditary right,  and  passive  obedience,  the  subsequent  down- 
fall of  the  ill-fated  family,  in  whose  favour  ihai  creed  was 
introduced,  can  operate  in  (he  niinils  of  the  Tories  a  salu- 
taiy  conviction,  and  de(er  their  hear(s  from  the  piirsui(  of 
barbarous  and  (yraimieal  schemes.     To  (heir  plans  of  ag- 
grandizement and  dominion,  they  are  willing  to  saerilice 
the  liberties  and  the  best  interests  of  their  Country.  Eng- 
land, hitherto  more  fortunate  than  other  P^urupean  nati- 
ons, had   been  blessed  with  a  temperate  and  free  govern- 
ment ;  of  (his  blessing  they  are  now  endeavoriag  to  deprive 
her,  as  if  desirous  to  see  (he  iron-sceptre  of  despotism  e- 
qually  extended  over  all  Countries.     Wi(h  them.  al)solute 
domiuion  is  the  supreme  good,  and  the  dead  calm  of  unre- 
sisting servitude,  the  happiest  condition  of  society.     I'hey 
exult  in  revolutions,  when  the  effrct  of  these  is  to  enslave 
m  iukind;  but  they  deplore  their  evils  with  hypocritical  sen- 
sibility, or  exaggerate  them  with  unblusliing  misrepresent 
iations,  wheutver  they  tend  t  j  promote  the  liberties  and  the 
rights  of  tlieir  fellow-men.     Riots  and  popular  commotions 
are  their  everlasting  theme  ;  but  <he^  never  speak  of  (he 
multiplied  ahuses  of  arbitrary  power,  of  devouring  taxes, 
oppressive  excise  laws,  unpunished  outrages,  unredressed 
injuries.     They  now  oppose  (he  American  cause  for  (his 
reason  alone,  that  itin>erferes  with  (heir  long  and  deep- 
laid  schemes  of  consolidated  tyranny  at  home.    Tliey  hope 
that,  after  extirpating  in  America,  every  gem  of  freedom, 
and  extinguishing  there  every  spark  of  generous  and  man- 
ly spirit,  their  victorious  Myrimidons  will  be  al)le  to  lix  a 
similar  yoke  on  the  submissive  necks  of   Englishmen. — 
Such  are  their  wishes,  such  their  schemes  ;  it  is  to  accom- 
plish them,  and  notto  res(ore  peace,  (ranquility  and  regular 
government  in  the  Colonies,  that  they  are  now  collecting 
all  their  strength,  and  nerving  (he  arm  of  war.     Let,  then, 
their  impious  and  fatal  designs  be  pr«'vented  ;  let  (he  ca- 
reer of  their  aml)ition  be  checked,  whilst  it  is  yet  time; 
let  Esiglishmen  preserve  entire  the  precious  inheritance 
which  they  owe  (o  (he  valor,  spirit,  aul  wisdom  of  their 
ancestors,  and  to  (he  magnanimity  of  William  the  Third  ! 
To  resist  the  tyranniCul  projects  of  an  infatuated  and  am- 
bitious faction,  is  to  serve  our  Country's  catisf,  and,  per- 
haps, the  cause  of  the  reigning  family,  who  cannot,  with- 
out danger,    shew  themselves  ingra(eful   to  the    Whigs, 
and  depart  from  (hose  sacred   ami  fundamental  principles^ 
^iiich  have  soated  ihea^  on  the  British  thron«." 
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(      M*.        TliP  Toripg,  wi»h    qiu'l  WriMn'Ii.  retortp*^  on  their  a3- 

_  .   'M    -o  I'.i"    iatk   .  ^»  ?l»e    Jme  '»r  tlsf  Cojiiivonv.  <  al'ls.  in 

"  q.irs:  of »-.  iriK^^  i>i <  (l;?;  eil.  >Ih\'*  ^i'M,  b v  a  >,iirif  simiinv  t« 

t  .If  w  ii.il  vi'»w  .1  iImi  i'«mI  ii  i  ienN  of  L  ■H^ny.  Cotsfis- 
c:»''.''.-  il'^f^;!!  ij|!}»i'iso:niuM'f,  oxUf,  niunlpi-;  ht  sli'.rt, 
fvriv  siKM  ies  of  svruim^  \i\u\  ';  ib  riiv,  J:a<i  »v;!f i  ?*''  ^h© 
iinh  i»j)-  ppfii.fi.  vi'm-n  'lie  |»irde<  ess'^i-s  of  iln-  Wf/'j^^s 
>><•(<'  in  .»initoi"ny.  Ami  hud  iioi  '\xv  f«'S«»»ra;iop  wm  an 
e  :«i  t  .  !..i'  »U  s.jru  <iv«'  an.ivin,  >v"f:ifl»  wws'pd  \v  t  rev.'s, 
tiic  ')••  :  ij'ood  (»!'  Hte  n.«!ioiu  •.»•?•'.'  foiisiMneil  iii  fcJvi-  ;•;»*)  hy 
UM  .,  n>!  ,vri  iauiii'  ,  h!<*  ft*  uls,  it  mjs  •svpp  i^ifl,  (htt 
civil  ii'jfi-Hts.  i);ty.  uifh  <iip  j>oM;"«-nl  existrnr**  <>'  <>rpa<^« 
B  i  at  .  Si'f  inusft  b;iV!';  r;jlU«n  a  i)»ey  «o  rr.frn  !  (i«»iMi- 
n.yii.  VViJiii  ilo  iiU'Toiits  iisK?  "rii;i»  in  ^aii'^'r!;!  ttm- 
ceir.'s  i<ni\  /fis;>"Mes.  '.iM-pe  slfaif  be  voTijr\vlier«'  a  8:=;  ' '  mc 
avKi-tr i::'.  'o  r«^mifut*»  sit-b  <-o.>i.-e"::s.  ar.'l  f!ete  i:.lr-  s  ■  li 
«{i-c>;i  fs:  y.'U\  \\ti'i  '.}i\t\iOv\\y  re>>\iles.  iiify  ih\xi'y  in  il.ei 
K".:T,'tri5ilP;?r'!i'M'rnt,  Unite.!.  Biit  to  '^lat  aolhar'fy  <ho 
>Vh}j:;s  ;>  'p  n  i<»ii'>n»;  ?:i  snUnji? :  ihev  sfjfuk  of  we  i<nov,  not 
iv:.  t  f)Ki»-1.iv  uju^ho  ify,  w-iifl)  "is  lo{  ji;e<l  Miry  say.  in 
t:if  bo^T'i  jf  jf.p  .j.onlp.  -.♦s  if  ;»  mmmtjI'mous.  t.'^T'Of jm^  ati4 
prrjfidu'od  oiu'  iurle  outfit,  anu  4'0(ilt5  <U?<"niinp  t*n  yf- 
fi'^'-^,  Mhir'i  off*'-,  niivz!"  ;to»?  eniisar-hs  tKr  vist-*!  ?n(l 
an'!  «n««tif  ex?}enen<  «'•!  is,»  n  i?vthy  r^stjo-i.  Ii  1^  to  avoid 
th^  'vi's  ^  iiM-li  \v  >uln  ircrvji;>>  ly  r 'sn't-fi-f  iP  TiOji-'h-r  pas- 
sio  <M?  oM:,fs,  that  ihe  Kiiij;  ?n(!  tiif  l*arJi:iM:pnt  li;  ve 
b  \  II  obiv.biisiiejS..  TlMMfS  is  flip  vj'^hi.  as  weH  as  the 
drity.  io  «r,  lj],..|.;[<p  an'-  iiptn'o  oi^a'l  iraMprs  of  Sli.t*', 
li  '1(0  \«i>:irs(  wjji'i  Au'piira,  <Jp  Tirmisriis  Ju-ve  not 
a« 'fd  «.f  »i.p4  ««p|vi«fj.  nni-  liom  (I  eii-  <.v>n  i(!<l  ovjfy.  The 
K:='.i^*  un'.i  -]{('  Par!J;iis>Pt!J  hi:VP  .i.ip-rpvpil  ajul  san-.  iWu.rd 
til!  ir  incsisij'fs :  *  nd  ?>.is  iip.'sI  siii^ue  to  Jn^iiiy  tbrn  n 
thp  p>e«  of  all  »bc  rri*n;!s'6f  or<h'j'.  and  rons^iUniOnal 
pi;j>;'e«  iijn^^s.  But  thp  rp;;l  objpcl  of  tlio  »;;'iio«iiion  Is  io 
s  •>  lC?«.rl;.n''.,  a*;  \vp!I  as  AurjM  ip;:.  a  priy  (o  onpTihM*  fiiiy, 
an*'  «i  all  !?»♦•  p-:,-o^s.  s  of  on:  p<i'i'ain' «'  nrpn»ioi'sv<'4s, 
tl  ■  .  'V»m:%  fi'cp'y  in'olTiP  (hoi*- avr.sipp.  Jl'pii' amiiii.'on, 
t-  pir  IT'S;  n'nipnJs.  Vhf  W  i  iar-^  of '!ip  ptpspni  f'ay  r-.'-e  the 
dfsr'<»'.  'ains,  i'.v»  i\t  ler^s^  fhf*  mipipeenve  -mi  rrTivtsinfa- 
tivjs  oi" !  liofp  If'.'tu;Mip.;ns.  wlio»  in  tbp  las?  'ppiur^  \  dpso- 
lalf"/  tbp  Ki"!g<?'»ni.  Ti!<*  naiup  oi  Jibputv  *bev|ondi\  ;^nd 
inppKsi.otlv  ',";rf»cl:«i»iu  ^p^•al^^p  flipy  iI^pu'SpItps  aim  at  ty- 
ra'.ny.  l'!i'1;*r  ])-'pp*v,m'  of  tl'p  nt-.h^if.  K><foty.  tl-^^v  lay 
api'e.  and  exert  tramplp  nncVv  fir>o*.  pvitt  p<« .v)?m's' pd 
f n'Mt/evprv  ip;^!  Imafp  nMtl.Mily:  and  jMri'lptillA  pxer- 
ci^c  <fic  fiH><'  ai'l;i*;'ary  f>o\V''r.  Jj-t^'nn*  ^vjihoiit  pao<^e, 
ev!?v  r«^ady  <o  s'lsf.ppiJ  ppnsin-p  ar.r  PoT>yVn>n.  tl  pv  d;  irp 
thp  '2pa',  MHO  «iftp:3  =.>8Pr'y',p  t'le  pfToj-^s  of  <V.p  Ii'-c  sop- 
P"j'!«'rs  wf  ')ipi»'  poi«n«rv's  i'^'v^s,  in<pr--^st?'.  i^«'  li*«r>«»rs» 
Bui  V.  hat«ver  iiiaf  li&  tUe  intrigue^  iU«  wishes  and  the 
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fiOMPs  of  ^hi\*  rpsf'oss  and  '\  xni  iii«'!)1  fl^rfion.  f'^e  Yo<a»'!PS    TM  I  P. 
f|.v.      •    -  M)  •,•( -»  ;i;vl  ^'.'ioi.iMihiM'iy.   I>ir  ai' t*  .ur-'tsTO.u  vio-        ViJ. 

1 \'  >.n;t!^'>y.  W!'  ;>i'5  f  re5i«rp<i  io  oj»»)»s~  fi)ei»«.  'o 

111  !'»'  «.ji  !i:•^^».  liri'l  ^'hvcinMli'^.  'o  cnrouT  Use  r«'«>!)<»«.|.  iaul  '"'^         ^ 

to    '1  t  1        («lfi'i'l    n;,  '.i{J^'    ll;e    ifMf.'sed  Au'.'t'WMns    Jhc 

ui ',)s'i  -  -  •  I  tlv  •<li:i'«"t  'tv  «iu*  Krii:;' Hn«l  P-.n-llii'sK' it. 
T -i-  •xi;inu'i{<,  jj;-' -iaiiij^ers  .»i'  Jlso  Kiit'^isr.  ^Iih  refiem- 
pt  >  iMi-  fi'uls,  >viM..  ^y»?(  ,t?'HH'.  rt*ath*i'  iiJtM>r'.i>»^  htu!  ^  u 
til  ^  •'j^'nft'*  ':^  fa.^s<^  men;  :infi  i(  xviU  'k*  s<m^!i  (h.d  :td 
Tn>'»  a<-'».  fli<' r  ir.v'ls,  fioi.  iiK*!  enpn^ifs.  of  !il)0!'^%^^  e 
ir>f  '•  jo^isis  '».'>i  ill  iii/la'iMnar  ^'f'  a'/u'iriJr  <''«^  ;■  ^  'e 
a.^  .!  •<  <'>i'i.-  i'0'isMiH»o:is»|  rnlp!'s;  ttt)  fvt'i-y  s,U-c|«<  <'^  "-  -f 
e  >  •'.  ■'   '  >  .,  hut   in   r;(Mj)rii''v  oiM';-.5p;j;    ih'^r    T'lniarkK" '.»;>! 

t  I'l  t-^  >•• '  iirrl  '•fins'MMVifecf.  ami  '*M''i.  in  f'.ie  union  of 
K  i^'«  ?.  j'^'s  ;»nl  romiions.  o\li*-)U,;i  ii;ov.m  omhmu  y/ov'.Uy 
tlip  f)'ru':'a<i>T  {tn«l  flu*  onvy  of  tlsw  hop!.';,!" 

rr;      iii'i :i^i->*^B.    vV'ti''!!  'he  iu'iit  of  x»Ti.»«;i<f"  st'^rnn'nt  ;; 'o- 

r?H  !v  '>'V>^  t'Ki  n<nn*p.  nPi-Jr.r.is,  on  M)>»  <;,m  »jOi'<  oP  o  )i- 
n*  •n^'  F.j'ts  HPe  tli^  soul  of  tiUtoi'y. — T'l  ni^ls.  the  iX'fore, 
ItM    '-^  'PM^'n.:         ..,,.' 

'^'  Tv/'o,'i(^p  uf  PeT<?jni'-.nt.jn?o^ss?>n^H'  !n!'n'.n''-*<?i1.ilsp'r  hy  Petitions  in 
p»  iti'»n^  l'>  H.'jp  Tin*  ne.   "Tl»;>se  H  r:nc>'.n'  i>.r  cTisr-Mvc  ni-i    ^  ■b'"'''  'i- 
SM"Ps  •.vp,.i»  'i-,.n;M'/.!!  '  sr.rn!Ml  'yv  i>»v.'f.o'is  wlio  i-osss^hsim'  Uti^v  ^Vi  r.iea- 
O'*  no  *M;ir<'  in  ''>p  l-,r»^P'U  f'om:i»lM•(■^r>l  oi-  ;)o!i'i;'al  infec-  siuts. 
est  af*  c'if»  ronn'^rv.     On  '.  liP  p'!n<"ii^y.  s  >mo  of  <'••?  ir»ost 

e\-M  p-<4!rj?!  t'lpjr  HS'iiir'i'cvJoe  Too  n  a  iv«or"J  t'»  avnp.  T'iey 
sp  'V '•  '1  \..y\\  nn  V  I'l^r  ?  inn*  t:M'm«8.  <»f  I'lf'  i'm-uciis  ,> 'jI 
unup  M'^sirv  ♦"T!s;*>'i  >f •  i'?v,il  ?»!or.j|.  tinp''*  "ned  ]»y  a!^.  un- 
nt>f:rM'  p.on(.'>.s- :  of  ?!•(»  rniiv-ns"  was+i*  of  V;n<irnvj^  Ti-ea- 
si.r<'  w!)i"'j  ni'Ht  ensup.  nn  '  '»f  f!>c  f;ti;\1  pfpM'lH  ev3n  of  , 
S'lc-'P-ss.  5m  a  war  pqutUy  nnnr>t»s  to  M>e  p(i!«i!'": n?:'  and 
ti;p  "on'^ifrc'.  Tlipy  fltortpfl.  tli-'v  ii»<vo;  I'pf?,  ('-'-v  s''p- 
p';.  ,♦.->..]  (||o  ^J-^Ma-'pIt,  ia  rt'\;in'.!oj  n'Hijp'"-.''?  fr.juj^Jsj  wJMi 
a'  r^'ljol-nifiuiijef,  and  j) 'oiuisinj;  no  evcnJna!  at'vanujge 

T!lO    ^,a"'    o?*   F'"n'H.a'^<l    ^  -V"/   n    ?•    lUno.   n-.d    '^Inr-o'^S    \riUtarvre- 
ex'HTu  >?p  o*  noli^ieal  cnns'=->n.<*y.     Th-ii   Vi.Mc»»\>in  hr:A  c-  signaxions. 
n*'*!'   rjlv   on;>ns»;J    <^,p  \y';'^<^   «\«<:^',<.»  of  »iv;»wj|j>v?  T«';^'.r*nst 
A  >»*"'"»      TI'p  POfpK  to  ^vj,i,>^i  tie  '><'!:>n,'rf'd  Nyas  pu?'-  or- 

SWMP^  in  sn'Mmi'f  of'on  ad'.ni'i'  <'•;•' "nnw^o^p  on?''  (¥'.t'!»iVfp''.'ts 
li  >  '^'.^^l  so  w,7P-n'v  •:'"nro'vAt<^d  v^  l»ls,f,  •  .;^B^^•»^■('  of«nt».-vfT, 

llP    '•'>•.    t'^  ?•',     '•<'!'    I'.Mw...- ■•■•'Wi     c'    r;"frwr' '.  ■       *"■    f'^C 

present  occasion,  iiis  atlachmeui  to  liis  Iving,  oud  Lis  tIJfst 
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CHAf,    fo"  prnfofisfonal  fame,  ^\V\i  iVc  (IJetates  of  !iis  consoieiKfte 
VII,       and  his  judgment."     Pnblie  a{sprobation  and  j^ratilude  re- 
warded his  candour  and  his  fiimncss.   Some  other  officers 
imitated  his  example 


JJifficiilties         These   resignaiions,    and   the   prevailing  discontents, 
*^^^"ff     greatly  cheeked  the  progress  of  enlistments.     In  vain  the 
'^    ***  '  drum  resounded,  and  the  lojal  banner  waved,  througU 
the  most  populous  cities  of  England ;  in  vain  were  extra- 
ordinary bounties  offered  ;   few  individuals  could  be  in- 
duced to  become    he  tools  of  ministerial  tyranny  against 
their  fellow  subjects.     This  reluctance  to  serve  in  the  A- 
merican  war  extended  equally  to  the  Catholics  smd  the 
Protestants.     It  was  only  in  the  northern  parts  of  Great- 
Britain  that  the  recruiting  officers  met  with  success:  the 
poverty,  and  martial  order  of  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  as 
well  as  their  blind  veneration  for  the  mandates  of  the 
Crown,   favored   their  warlike  preparations.     But  these 
levies  were  far  from  adequate  to  the  plans  of  government. 
The  Ministers,  therefore,  found  themselves  compelled  to 
look  abroad  for  auxiliaries;  and  British  gold  was  now  des- 
The Minis-    tined  to  purchase  foreign  armies  for  the  effusion  ot*  Bri- 
ters  resolve  tish  blood,  and  the  prostration  of  Britisli  rights      Steps 
jMi  pvirchas-  were  taken  near  the  Court  of  Petersburg,  to  obJain  twenty 
jtfow  ^^    thousand  Russians,  who  were  to  be  embarked  for  Ameri- 
'  ca,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Sprng.     Much  was  ex- 

pected from  those  troops,  whose  discipline  and  valor  had 
shone  eminently  conspicuous  in  the  late  war  against  the 
Turks.     But  tlje  hopes  which  the  Ministers  had  enter- 
Are  disap.     tained  from  that  quarter,  were  disappointed.    The  Eussian 
^oin  edin     Cabinrt  spurned  the  pot'l  scoriv  of  hiring  its  troops  to 
"ssi*        fight  the  battles  of  another  Pow  er—at  least,  it  reserved 
the  blood  of  its  subjects  for  its  own  quarrels,  and  refused, 
despotic  as  it  was,  to  degrade  natives  of  Russia  into  fo- 
Jfeign  stipendiaries.     Afiplication  was  then  made  to  the 
United  Provinces  of  Holland.     The  States'  General  kept 
in  their  pay  some  Scotch  regiments;  these  the  British 
government,  trusting  to  the  ancieni  alliance,  and  comnioa 
interests  of  the  two  countries,  demandedv  with  a  view  to 
employ  them  in  America.*     The  States'  General  thought 
this  too  delicate  and  too  important  a  matter  for  their  own 
decision;  aecoinlingly  they  referred  it  to  the  respective 
Provincial  States.,    Zeehmd  and  Utrecht  signified  their 
idinllol-  assent  ;  but  Holland,  and  the  rest  of  the  Provinces  deter- 
^'^  mined  upon  the  negative.     To  meddle  with  the  quarrels  of 

another  nation,  appeared  to  them  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Dutch  republic;  the  warlike  strength  of 
the  United  Provinces  was  too  inconsiderable,  and  their 
com  fierce  too  prosperous,  thus  rashly  to  involve  them- 


*  A  letter  in  his  Majesty's  own  hand -writing,  requested  this  disposal  O.f' 
tke  Swtch  brit;iuie  in  Uio  Dutdi  service! 
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selves  in  foreign  broils  ;  if  they  should  assist  "England  a-  CHAP* 
gainst  America,  other  States,  sufficiently  iormidabie  and  Vil, 
powerful,  might  aid  America  against  England,  in  which 
case  they  necessarily  would  he  considered  and  treated  as  a  ===aw» 
party  in  a  disastrous  war.  To  these  considerations  was 
added  an  indignant  and  resentful  feeling  at  the  maritime 
tyi-anny  exercised  by  ii^ngiand,  in  her  in>>uUing  search  of 
Dutch  vessels,  and  rapacious  confiscation  of  Dutch  proper- 
ty, under  the  specious  pretence  of  Contrahond.  Besides, 
there  was  between  the  pres'Mif  situation  of  the  Americans, 
and  that  of  the  Dutch  under  Philip  II,  something  calcula- 
ted to  win  and  rivet  the  atfcctions  of  the  people  in  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces.  In  (his  sympathy,  and  in  a  secret  Avish  to 
see  the  power  of  Great- Britain  diminished,  and  her  pride 
bntnblcd,  every  class  of  citizens,  sincerely  concurred  ;  and 
all  viewed  with  abhorrence  a  war  in  which  even  some  tribeg 
of  savages  had  refused  to  engage. 

In  Germany,  the  efforts  of  the  Ministers  were  more  success-  Succeed^ 
ful.  They  found  several  of  its  petty  sovereigns  no  less  ea-  tjermaiiy; 
gcr  to  receive,  than  they  themselves  were,  to  give,  the 
price  of  blood.  A  shameful  traffic,  and  one  that  cK)uld  take 
place  only  in  the  lowest  state  of  social  degradation  !  The 
profession  of  arms  may  be  dignified  and  ennobled  by  its  ob- 
jects ;  it  is  sublime,  it  is  worthy  of  the  admiration  and  gra- 
titude of  mankind,  when,  exalting  even  vulgar  men  into 
heroes,  it  sends  them,  filled  with  a  holy  enthusiasm,  and 
animated  by  the  most  endearing  motives,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  their  country,  or  to  bleed  and  die  in  some  glorious  cause, 
sacred  to  virtue  and  humaiuty,  but  when  soldiers  are  thus 
converted  into  mere  venal  instruments  of  human  butchery, 
those  who  sell,  and  those  who  purchase  their  murderous 
services,  become,  together  with  themselves,  objects  of  u- 
nivr-^al  disgust  and  execration.  Aecordingly,  we  will 
soon  have  occasion  to  remark  (he  violent  opposi(ion  mani- 
fested in  England  against  (his  measure  bj  the  sound  part  of 
the  Legislature,  and  of  the  nation. 

.    On  the  first  of  September,  1775,  Richard  Pcnn  and  \r-  Petitionof 
thur  Lee  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  one  of  the  secre-  C'^gress 
taries  of  state,  a  petition  from  the  American  Congress  to  ^^^^ 
the  Throne.     Lord  Dartmouth  liaughlily  and  perempto- 
rily (old  them  that  '*  no  answer  would  be  given."     Tiie 
petition  contained  this  remarkalile  passage,  ihat  his  Ma- 
jesfii  wmild  he  plertsrrl  to  divecf  some  mode  hij  lohich  the 
unitei  npplkafinns  of  his  faithful  Cohnisls  lo  the  Croivn, 
in  pursuance  of  their  Common  Co^nmls,  might  he  improved 
into  a  permanent  and  tmppn  reconciliation ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  timet  measures  mii^ht  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
further  dcstruclion  of  llie  lives  of  his  JIajestifs  suttjects. 
Had  no  other  eircufuslanci^s  evinced  (he  folly  and  (yranni- 
cal  views  of  the  Mi  i\>  ers,  t'leir  posifive  refusal  (o  heap 
a  prayer  breathing  such  a  spirit  of  moderation,  humanity 


128  HTSTOHY  OP 

CI?  \P.  anf^  vospeoif  for  flip  Mon»r(?h,  vvojld  aHone  lin.ve  bopti  jsnf- 

^  il.       fioieiH    tV|,i'<Mn!iifC   lae  AiiuTicuKS   .vA  (lif   vo*!;.       .i# 

vi>»io»ii  uii?*  JMsri' e  l»a«J  now  despi'ieil  sho  Brirsh  ^'  !>    et» 

■"""""""^  ami  il^aJ  to;  v*p  ulone  ^WuM  ilcc^U'  iltji'  toiues  . 

Ki;  ;/b  I'iu  .  ihii'i  'S  of  «lif  x^jiii:;  to  lu»  l*aHi.ii»»!'iti.  to\\<»)«'    iie 

speech.         c^n3>^  o?*  ti>e    o'l  j^Mnj;;  mosifi!.  part  of  wluiii  atliiw^-^  tiasF 

aij  rMotKiv'.l  cooj^ive  ;:<;(?•  m.    li  j.»ui<uiu'vf;  "in' .»\i:  «';.•  e, 
ill    ».<•  C'M'Uic  .  of  i('\i'i.  lk<>s<^ii  ;j  itir.5  f;  i't  U»  ;n.   of>*^  ly 

(jf     -i-l^   iliifi    «t_VV;'iUt'   :tu4    liynorrWbM.  ■  »)l;»«P'^« .....':  s  «(f 

a>^.'  iitM<  nJ    u>  ilsc   ua-.'eui   Si:iie.    and  <^t'  i(»>*.!Mv    so  tr»& 

'loroiit*.   willful   |}."e;).'.lin;^-  f<»i    a  gt-n-Ma?  in. it: is <-»•.;*;':  ',   it 

sti:  to   an  in;  i-i'Sis**  of  r.uval  nn^i   ,^i■.i■i»^y  f»>HH>  <'•»     t:>e~ 

pir  >  -^'j  of  ^>ii'  lay:  ^  s<io<L-iif  «'!i«l    iitlic  picv.Ji  u*  ciii^or'5'.  rs; 

jl  '••.»!;"  oToifcs's  Ui'  O-rrij^fSfissisUMMf.  ol  (!:-  ;m   \^U  ^     fut 

o!"s!u'  '\iec*<oi%'J  ir'M{!,s.  tii  ?lic-f;;'.»r«  i«'.ns  (^t*  %'i'       •        !i«,l 

p.'  »-3?'!'ou,  wi'li  ;i  \i\\  10  lilt  iV'^mei*  niUri  •.'- 

<'.or.;l   :«i-<!»irs  inrejidod  (ones   sii)J  oa*' :  i'  j)«iij'i-    ■':i,  *-  x^e 

h.'VP  !)i>r;>f'c  3n«niio;i  'fi,  jjic  cvp'jJii  Irfijfpoi^i'wer.;  •■•{'(.(•iaw 

Hi;  ss'iKTs  10  ret-pivt*  jr<«:'  s.i /lai-i^ioa  of*  sn^tj  I'o'on'M;;*  us 

iii;;.r!t   rrhiru  to  iIk'm*  ailc-iajice  :  a-d  liiuliv,   r  i'U'i- o»>- 

sc{  vin,r:i^  fii.tl    lit'  t-elKMlioiix  was*  hud  h«',«;orirP  uto'-e  t*\.*-n,. 

siv}^  and  nTiuidi'-'If.  i-n!  wis  t\i'Ai^n^\y    .:rv'i<'«l  on  f^s*  the 

p;M  !f>K'  of  cs?  i>ij!ls.»!<ij;  .10  isidi  jipii-'enf  Krujiiie.  i?  s-;  Id.  in 

au  '!!0'>f;>'^./nf'{S  iij'peui  Jo  tlu-  (iii('o  jud  H!irt»hton  sT  En- 

g''s;.'?;»f!i ;  "lae  <il»;e<'J   is   too   iMJjH'rfitnt,    ihr  f\\ii'    (ff 

t'l  •  ";ri;isl»  nnn-jv!  ti*o  I»l;i'>.  fiiP  tvsont'ff'^*  will:  wWn  's\  God 

b:is  i>!v's«5  <i  licr  loo  h'lujt'sous,  lo  j^iv^  up  so   n^n^  (vlo- 

ilii«.   ni:i ',1  she  (j<is  pianu-ii  vvifh  giTat   ekc'iisU' ,   ii   •  ed 

vi:!«  -4't'»M(  UMi  Ici-ne^s,  e«K*oui*:  .Ji;od  \^r'ii  iri:*!  v  <  ossmi*  ic  inl 

a'h';r.it.ii;c's»  and  prdnM-Jcd  ind  d-rei;(:e«?  v.f  iiiu'ii  f:\p»*j;S» 

of    dood  ufid  U'citscire  l***    A  n<'c»ss:t'»  fo'    (ih^'Hl  s»!.d  ox- 

t<^  h' nv  ST)  di'.'s  w.s  ul'uded  to.  and  ;«  >(*Si:nM  r  <'xj'r<'-s«-d, 

in  joT  ;io{)  (o  ilnsf.  on  <;U'  alfei-'ioM  of'lie  Pai*iijniiC:fi  J'.P 

the  ?tIomh!'.'',i.  a'ld  on  tieir  resolution  to  u  .  i'U  in.  tlse  "n'^t 

i-};-hls  ol'tJio  courtly.   VIS  a  vi;^o"ous,  jijiii*,;  lid  ard  iit:''f»  d 

siir-'^^'"'  of  I'le  .v,oYcrMin?nV  eonJd  alone  ♦ff;  t  ^  he  d<"S;rtd 

resl;i?'ai!0'.!  of  opUm*  and  (rijn^sMiHi'y  in    hv  J  o  «:nj<^s, 

Delfeies  lip-        ''"  ''-i''    i*yn]  <icvolo;>i^Mi('n<  ,.<.>  !>•  M*  r  ansv- 1  r  ^oild  )  are 

on  it.  ?ipivn  f'fvon  Ui.i!!  Iivid  faUcn  f 'Oic.  Col.  TjaJ'ni,  -n  Oe''alo,  oij  a 

fc'?"nero'H%(Tion.     "   Tliei  jd-.mtrd  by   ;ooi*  <•:»?>'!     .\c — 

}(v-x'    opifcesinris  jdantfd    ilieni    in    \ntJMif-a.     The,'*'  iied 

fr  oiu  ^'oas'  t;^i'an;)y.  (o  a  then  nn:'oliiv;)U'd  iixi  adh;^:!>il:;l>!e 

C'snnirv,  Av.hps'e  (lipy  pxpo^cd   iIuMosolves  io  all  Ihe  >-'.  id- 

s?i5;!s  lo  wni?,h  lin  nan  na'tujr  is  linh^v    an  '.  anion;;  ol'    rs, 

,jto  hi'erm'hifs  orasavis^;*' f>c.  il^enjost  s;  b<le.  .-m!  I  .\v;ll 

"  ta'.>;'  ;inoij  me'osiv.  ihcnsi^st  nnuMt^uldo  oTany  ?<(»ii'>p-r,np- 

o  ;  f  .H>  5ae»?,of    J"  rsearilii  ;  a^;d  vpt.  av  uaU'd  hy  :r  ii>«'':d  s 

oTir-Mo  !>v''i-',  L'')jv)v.  th' y  nj;  I  a'l  Isai-  s'lirs  >v/l.  f'ea- 

s?i-  '.  CO  ;  r.;<*-.:i-    ;!j -,  -^iiiT  1 4\':  in 'li-".!' o^M' (o'n- 

ijy,  iVoui  i.,L  .xtiii.is  oi'  liiuse  tiial  siiould  iicive  been  liicir 
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frienufs.— They  nourished  by  your  indul(»pnee  f  they  grew     Cll  \P. 
by  vour  neglect  of  them.     As  soon  as  you  h«'giin  loeare  a-       \H. 

bout  thcui.  that  eure  was  exereised  in  sending  peisoas  to  

rule  the ra  iu  one  Depart inent  and  another,  who  were,  per-  ' 

haps  the  deputies  of  deputies  to  some  members  of  (hishousC} 
sent  to  spy  out  their  lihertirs,  to  misrepresent  their  actions, 
and  to  prey  upon  them — men  who've  beliaviour,  on  ui;.ny 
occasions,  has  caused  the  blood  of  tliose  sons  of  liherry  to 
recoil  within  them  ;  men  promoted  to  the  highest  seats  of 
justice,  some  who,  to  my  knowledge,  were  glad  by  going  ' 
to  a  foreign  country,  to  escape  being  brought  to  the  bar  of 
a  court  of  justice  in  their  own. —  They  protected  by  your 
arms  !  They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in  your  defence  ; 
have  exerted  a  valour,  amidst  iheir  eonstunf  and  laborious 
5n«hist»y,  for  the  defence  of  acou;iiry,  whose  froniier  was 
drenched  in  blood,  while  its  interior  parts  yiehled  all  its 
little  savings  to  your  emolument.'* — When  in  Ihe  House  of 
Commons,  a  ntinisterial  echo  to  liis  Majesty's  speech  was 
moved  and  seconded,  Lord  John  Cavendish  proposed  an  a- 
mendment,  which  occasioned  a  long  and  warm  debate. 
Mufili  eloquence  fell  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
from  the  lips  of  Lord  Cavendisli  himself.  General  Con- 
way, Colonel  Barre,  Mr.  Biirke,  and  Mr.  Fox.  But  in 
.  vain  were  the  united  powers  of  reasoning,  sentiment,  imd 
"wit,  brought  into  action  against  a  corrupt  and  corrupting 
Ministry.  After  a  whole  night,  consumed  in  attack  and 
defence.  Lord  North,  as  usual,  remained  master  of  the 
field.  The  amendment  moved  l)y  Lord  Cavendish  was.  a- 
bout  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  rejeetedby  '278  against  108, 
after  which  the  address  was  carried  without  a  division. 
This  important  discussion  extorted  from  the  Minisieis  an 
avowal  that  they  had  been  deeeired.  The  unanimous  resis- 
tance of  America  had  never  b-'en  contemplated  by  them. 

In  the  upper  house,  the  address  met  with  an  opposition 
equally  able  and  energetic.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  display- 
ed, in  the  debate  which  took  place  on  this  sul)ject,  a  won- 
derful degree  of  candour  and  firmness.  The  result  proved 
lavorable  to  the  Ministers;  there  were  76  voles  for  the  ad* 
dress,  and  33  against  it.  A  protest,  signed  by  19  Peers, 
■Vvas  entered  upon  the  occasion. 

Among  the  measures  embraced  in  the  present  Minister!-  F^mplor- 
al  system,  none  was  so  oba<»xious  as  the  employment  of  ii;eni  of  fa- 
foreign  troops,  under  which  denomination  we!*e  comnri'-  I'^i;'"  >''*"Pf 
bended  the  King's  eieetoral  forces,  and  17000  men,  hirsd  opposed. 
froju  the  Land  grave  ofllesse  Cassell.  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick,  and  other  Gernsan  Princes.     With  regard  to  the 
forner,  the  legally  of 'admitting  foreign  t  loops   into  the 
JK-ingdonor  its  depeufleneies.  without   the  express    assent 
of  Parliament;  was  strongly  contested  Ijy  the  opposition, 
in  whose  ideas  on  this  head,  a  large  majonly  of  ^lie  peo^^^e 
acquiesced,  however    they  might    dilt';;*  lespecting  other 
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CHAP,    points  connected  with  the  American  dispute.  '  As  (o  tho 

VII.       latter,  two  very  influential  considerations  militated  against 

their  introduction — national  dignity,  and  national  safety—* 

^ to  which  the  powerful,  though  subordinate,  motive  of  eeon'C 

omy  was  added.  »•  English  dignity,  and  English  govern- 
ment, it  was  said  while  resting  on  <lieir  true  hasis,  can  ne- 
ver stand  in  need  oF  foreign  assistance  for  their  preserva- 
tion. Englishmen  alone  are  adequate  to  the  support  of 
government,  whenever  the  genuine  objects  of  government 
are  pursued.  If  we  cannot  preserve  America  without  fo- 
reign aid,  America  helongs  to  foreigners,  and  not  to  us^ 
But  danger,  as  well  as  disgrace,  attends  these  treaties  fop. 
foreign  mercenaries  ;  for  there  is  evident  danger  in  draw- 
ing into  a  fi  ee  country  the  insidious  and  venal  aid  of  forces 
trained  to  the  support  of  a  barbarous  despotism.  The 
moment  that  a  great  army  of  Germans,  or  of  any  foreign-' 
crs,  shall  enter  the  British  territories,  the  liberties  of  th© 
people  are  at  an  end  ;  and  the  authority  of  the  monarch 
himself  will  be  more  endangered  by  their  assistance  than 
it  can  be  by  any  rebellion  which  can  arise  among  his  own 
subjects.  And  shall  Ministers,  because  they  are  unable  to 
prevail  upon  the  natives  of  Great  Britain  to  lend  tbeir 
Lands  to  the  sanguinary  destruction  of  their  brethren,  be 
permiited  to  apply  to  the.  German  shumbleSf  and  to  hire 
foreign  mercenaries  for  the  work  ot  blood  ?  I  his  foreign 
connection  threatens  the  most  fatal  events,  t-itherto  the 
unhappy  dispute  has  been  confined  to  the  children  of  tli© 
same  parent  :  it  is  a  domestic  quarrel.  Each  side  has  de- 
pended solely  on  its  own  inherent  forces.  By  associating 
German  mercenaries  to  oui*  feuds,  we  give  America  an  ex- 
ample, tli^  consequences  of  which  will  recoil  on  ourselves. 
She,  too,  will  iipply  to  strangers  for  assistance  !  And  she 
will  find  many  ready  to  espouse  her  cause,  not  from  mer- 
cenary motives,  but  from  inveterate  hostility  to  England— 
from  views  of  self  aggrandizement — from  a  thirst  of  re- 
venge for  their  former  losses  atul  humiliations.  Such  aux- 
iliaries, instead  of  requiring  subsidies,  will  furnish  her 
witlimenand  money. — And, independenily  of  tbe  disgi'ace 
and  peril  attendant  on  this  treaty,  the  exoibitancy  of  il.s 
terms,  would  be  sufiicient  to  induce  its  rejection.  The 
17000  auxiliaries  taken  into  British  pay.  Mill,  including 
all  contingencies,  occasion  an  expence  of  no  less  than 
1,500,000  L  within  the  course  of  one  year.'* 
?rn:aiycar«  Assailed  with  this  vehemence,  the  Ministers  sheltered 
ried.  themselves  un<ler  the  plea  of  necessi(y,  which  liad  now  be- 

come the  constant  sliield  of  their  measures.  The  excess- 
es of  the  Americans,  and  the  enjei'gencies  of  the  state,  jus- 
tified, in  their  opinion,  the  employment  of  any  forces,  and 
on  any  ternss.  The  question  was  carried  in  their  favor 
by  a  la,rge  m^oritf . 
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Ofber  subjects  excited  considerable  irpitarton,  during    CH\P. 
that  memorable  Parliamentary  session.     The  disclosure  of      VII 
the   secretary  of  war  "that  about  one  million  of  pounds 
sterling  would  be  necessai'y  to  cover  the  extraordinary  ex-  •====*» 
pences  of  his    department  from   the  commencement    of  Warlike 
J^Iarch  the  preceding  year  to  the  end  of  January,  1776,"  supplies  o 
was  heard  with  equal  indignation  and  surprise.     It  appear-  "^camougj 
cd  that  no  less  than  100  la  man  had  been  expended  on  the. 
garrison  of  Boston,  within  less  than  one  year.     Still  the 
miseries  and   hardships  complained   of  by  that  {garrison, 
•were  scarcely  credible.     The  motion  for  this  supply  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  180  to  57. 

The  enormous  cxpen<litures  already  incurred,  and  those  Alarm  dt 
threatened  hy  a  plan  wliich  contemplated  to  augment  the  jl^^il'^f' 
naval  establishment  of  Sailors  and  Marines  to  28.000  men, 
the  land  forces  to  25,000.  and  the  number  of  ships  of  war 
on  the  American  station  to  80,  and  proposed  to  raise  the 
land-tax  to  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  greatly  alarmed 
the  country  gentlemen  tliroughout  the  Kingdom^  especial- 
ly, when  I  hey  understood  that  the  idea  of  taxation  in  Ame» 
rica  was  in  a  manner  abandoned  as  inexpedient,  or  im- 
practicable, and  that  the  chi«^f  and  sole  aim  of  the  Minis- 
ters now  was  to  reduce  the  Col  nies  to  constitutional 
dependence.     Hitherto  they  had  cheerfully  contributed 
towards  the  extraordinary  exp^nees  of  government,  with  a 
ho])e  that  their  sacrifices  would,  at  some  future  day,  be 
coiupensated  by  the  reaction  which  an  American  revenue 
must  have  upon  the  taxes  at  home.      When  that  hope  va- 
nished, their  xeal  suddenly  subsided ;  and   had   not  the 
machiavelism  of  the  administration  assured  ihera  that  the 
abandonment  of  Colonial  taxation  was  merely  a  stratagem, 
and  that,  though  apparently  relinquished  for  the  present, 
the  scheme  still  subsisted  in  prospect,  it  is  probable  that  Removed^ 
the  additional  land-tax,  which  this  Jesuitical  explanation  ^heduphcfr 
caused  to  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  four  to  one,  would  nisteis. 
liave  been  defeated. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  Congressional  petition  present-  Mr.  Penn's 
cd   by  Richard  Penn.  and  Arthur  Lee,   and  related  the  «siuiainati9n 
repulsive  observation  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  in  respect  to 
that  petition.     No  further  notice  was  taken  of  IMr.  Penn» 
or  the  object  of  his  mission,  until  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
sonic  time  in  November,  caused  him  to  be  examined  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords.     In  the  course  of  this  examina- 
tion, the  unanimity  of  the.  Americans,  their  respect  foe 
the  Continental  Congress,  their  local  and  general  resour- 
ces, their  military  and  naval  skill,  their  rcdiance  on  the        ► 
efTects  of  their  last  petition,  which  they  considered  as  the 
olive  liraneb  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  the  probability 
of  <hcir  calling  assistance,  if  refused  a  liearing.  and  thcip 
r''Si>l'ilion  nev<'p  to  .vieUI  to  tbe  Britisli  claim  of  taxation, 
though,  in  other  respects^   inclined  to  acknowledge  tU^ 


1^2  HISTORY  OF 

CHVP,    soverei|»n<y  of  the  mother  country,  were  ahly  and  fullj 
Yll.       developed  by  Mr.  Peiin.     After  he  had  withdrawn,  ihe 
_  Duke  ot*  Rieliunmd  moved  ♦*  that  the  matter  of  the  Ame- 

~""  ricaii  petilioii  aff  »rded  j^roumU  for  conciliation  of  ihe  un- 

happy diffeienc!.   suhsisting  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  Colonies,  and  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that 
proper  s?ej)s  should  be  immediately  taken  for  attaining  so 
desirable  an  object."     Tliis  motion,  after  a  long  and  vio- 
Allconc'ilia-  lent  debate,  was  rejected  by  a  division  of  86  against  33^ 
lory  propo-   including  proxies.     That  every  avenue  was  now  closed  a- 
4oifeat9d!^     gainst  a  fnendly  understanding,  was  further  evinced  by 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Burke's  conciliatory  hill,  in  Novem- 
ber; the  subsequent  defeat  of  a  similar  attempt  made  by 
the  Duke  of  Cii-afton,  and  the  answer  given  by  the  King^ 
about  the  same  time,  to  the  petition  of  the  Ma.yor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  who  still  per- 
severed in  pleading  before  the  Throne,  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity and  peace,  from  ^vhieh  the  true  interest  of  the 
!^ritis!i  Empire  was  inseparable. 
Bill  for  pro-      This  storniv  session  ])re»ented  another  scene  of  tiirbu- 
hibiiajrall    lence.  asperity,  and  discord,  upon  the  introduction  of  a 
wit^lTe^u    '*'"  ^^^  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  the  thirteen  United 
niied  Colo-    Colonies.     This  was  the  iinishing  stroke  of  ministerial  im- 
>*iee»  policy,   or  rather  madness.      Enquiries  into  grievances, 

measures  to  redress  them,  were  now  totally  laid  aside. 
The  Coniniissioners.  whom  this  bill  enabled  the  Crown  to 
appoint,   were  to  be  invested  simply  with  the  power  of 
granting  pardons.     Well  might  it  be  observed  upon  that 
occasion,  as  it  actually  was.  *Mhat  the  guardian  genius  of 
AnKM'ica  had  that  day  presided  with  full  influence  in  the 
midst  of  the  British  councils,  and  inspired  the  measures  p 
row  adopted."     In  effect,  nothing  could  have  a  more  efB- 
cieut  tendency  to  harmonize  the  efforts  of  the  people  in 
the  Colonies,  by  uniting  their  minds  in  a  most  inflexible 
determination  to  cast  off  all  dependence  on  the  British 
governn».en(,  and  establish  a  free  and  itidependent  govern- 
ment of  their  ownj  and  this  was  truly  and  properly  "a  bill 
for  carrying  more  effectually  into  execution  the  resolves 
of  Congress." 
4,000  troops       The  Irish  Parliament  also  gave  a  proof  of  subserviency 
frelund'        ^^  ministerial  views,  by  voting  on  the  25th  of  November, 
**that  i.OOO  out  of  the  12.000  troops,  armed  for  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland,  should  be  spared  for  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice abroad,  the  same  to  be  no  charge  to  the  Kingdom, 
after  quitting  it.'-      The  offer  of  4,000  protestant  troops  to 
replace  the  native  forces  thus  intended  for  America,  these 
likewise  to  be  no  charge  to  Ireland,  was,  however,  de- 
clined. 
A  fleet  Parliamentary  sanction   having   now   crowned  all   the 

sails  trom      wislics  of  the  3linisters,  they  pjocecded  to  tlie  execution 
iHi-k.  «f  iheir  plans.     Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  Earl  Cornwallis 
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Vere  opdered  to  convoy  fi'oin  Cork  to  America  a  fleet  of   CHAP, 
trail  sport!*,  with  (lie  Acteon.  and  Thundei*  JRoiiih.  the  whole      Vii, 
aniiaiaent  ainoiuitin.;  to  43  sail,  ami  2,500  troops.     The 
impatience  of  the  i^oveninient  was  ill-served  by  casualties.  "  ■■* 

The  doubts  and  sr-ruples  of  a  timid  Lord  Lioitenant,  ,pre- 
Tented  this  ileet  from  sailing  b«*fore  (he  13(h  of  February, 
1776  ;  and,  a  few  days  after  leaving  port,  it  was  dispersed 
by  a  tremen  lous  storm.  It  reached  Cape  Fear,  however; 
pari  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  the  pest  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
too  late  for  the  success  of  the  plan  organized  by  Governor 
Martin.  At  Cape-Fear-,  Sir  P.  Parker,  and  Earl  Corn- 
wall is  found  (leneral  Clinton.  We  will  soon  have  occasion 
to  noiiee  their  subseiiuent  operations. 

Other   ainraiiienis  followed.     Part  of  the  Brunswick  ScisfoUov* 
troops  sail  from  Spit  head,  early  in  Ajiril,  with  Generals  anuaiaeuts^ 
Btirt^oyne  and  Philips.     Not  long  after,  the  tirst  division 
of  the  Hessian  mercenaries,  sailed  from  Sf.  Helen's  under 
convoy  of  Commodore  Hotham,  who  was  followed  by  Ad- 
miral Howe,  in  the  Eagle  man  of  war. 

Letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  had  constituted  Lord  Commissi- 
Howe  and  General   Howe,  to  be  his  Maicstv's  Commis-  ""ei-^.'^' 
eioaers.  tor  restormg  peace  to  the  Colonies  in  North  Anie-  paidoos. 
l^iea,  and  for  granting  pardons  to  such  of  his  Majesty's 
sdbjects  there,  then  in  rebellion  as  should  deserve  the 
royal  mercy. — The   most   m<id<*rate  estimates  carried  to 
40,000  effective  men,  both  privates  and  officers,  the  for- 
ces intended  to  wreak  ministerial  vengeance  on  the  Colo- 
nies. 

Nothing  but  rapid,  brilliant,  and  full  success  was  now  Expecta- 
anticipaled  by  the  administration.  From  the  powers  of  ^^'^jt^, 
^  Europe,  they  apprehended  no  hoslili<i?s.  W;ien  closing 
the  late  Parliamentary  session,  his  M-jesty  had  comniu- 
nicatecf  pacific  assurances  on  their  nart.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  appeared  next  to  impossible  that  the  Con- 
tinental forces  should  withstand  sucU  a  mass  of  British 
power;  it  was  even  imagined  that,  upon  the  first  a;>near- 
ance  of  the  English  troops,  every  i  lea  of  further  rcsist- 
an«{e  would  vanish.  B  it  should  the  American  army,  con- 
trary to  all  probability,  keep  the  field,  badly  armed, 
"Wretchedly  disciplined,  little  inured  to  the  hardsjiins.  the 
tumult,  and  the  dangers  of  war,  could  they  long  resist 
the  intrepidity,  regular  tacties,  and  unshaken  patience  of 
European  veterans?  First  impressions  are  decisive  in  war, 
and  first  impressions  necessaiily  must  prove  fatal  to  the 
Americans.  To  force,  too,  stratagem  would  be  added.  Xo 
art  would  be  left  imtried  to  divide  them.  A  few  inftuen- 
■  tial  characters  returning  tro  their  allegiance  would  b/ing 
multitudes  in  their  rear;  for,  in  popular  resolu( ions*  ex- 
ample is  omnipotent.  The  Commissioners  authorized  to 
grant  pardons,  were  highly  reiipecicd,  even  in  the  Colo- 
pies  j  they  w^'e  men  ol  considerable  hereditary  disiiac- 
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^v^T^*    tion— musfnoiis  for  their  afflnevements  bo<h  hj  sea  anfl 
VII.       by  land— they  possessed  zeal,  skill,  and  poli(>~ihey  W4»ul(I 
-  ^P  on  the  theatre  of  action— wisely  direct  The  operations 

■  o*"  t^'^  army— and  eagerly  seizing  on  all  favorable  inci- 

dents, unpiove  them  into  a  final  triumph  .'—Such  were  the 
thoughts,  and  such  the  hopes  of  the  Ministers— erroneous, 
futile,  and  delusive ! 
dence'"the     .   ^'"/ri'.a  and  the  world  might  now  be  convinced  that  the 
necessaiy      *^'«  ^""ses  in  the  British  Parliament  were  little  else  than 
result  of  mi-  »  cumbrous  and  expensive  office  of  record,  to  register  mi 
?tS>J^        nisterial  edicts ;  and  this  reflection  rapidly  matu?ed  in  the 
.Taniy,        Colonies  the-idea  of  a  final  separation  from  the  mother 
country.*    This  idea  had  occurred  before  to  men  of  ener- 


-^a  imishave  been  the  attempts  to  fix  with  precision,  the  epoch,  when 
the  ide.i  of  Lidependence  first  originated  British  liters  have  traced  the 
conception  ot  ,t  so  fjr  back  as  the  reduction  of  Canada,  or,  at  least,  the  «e^ 
Sim  of  that  country  bv  the  French,  in  1763.  Thev  ascribe  the  subsecu.ent 
differences  between  tlie  mother  country  and  tlie  Colonies,  to  a  deeply  laid 
scheme,  the  orjject  of  which  was  to  furni.h  the  people  with  causes  oiirritu- 
tion,  and  hnally  to  brmg-  them  to  a  separation  from  Creat  Britain.  There  is 
no  good  reason,  however,  for  this  opinion.  It  is  evident  enough  tliat  the 
mesusure  resulte.1,  not  from  any  extensive,  long-preconceried  phm  ;  but  from 

'tt)^!rl'T\TFr'l''1  ""Tf'-  ■  ''.*'^"  '''^  '"^P^^^^  of  n;.misterial  follv  and 
violence,  that  detached  the  Colonies  fi-om  the  bodv  cf  which  thev  made  part 
—but,  even  then,  powerful  affiriiies  continued  to  subsist,  and  these  fi-ag- 
ments  of  empire,  stiil  moving  within  the  sphere  of  attraction  of  the  Parent 
Siate,  naturallv  gi-avitated  towards  it,  though  wi-hout  um  detemined  laws. 
\V  hen  was  the  hold,  sublime,  and  creative  idea  tbrmed,  to  crive  to  those  d^ 
r?,^f  •  f;^"^'^'^,!'??7ie"ts.  'I  new  projectile  impulse  ;  to  te:.cli  tlien.  to  as- 
sume  m  the  political  space,  a  station  of  their  own,  and  to  disdain  revolving, 
as  sattehtes,  around  a  distant  and  smaller  body.'  It  is  said  that  Chi-istopher 
Gadsden  of  South  Carolina,  and  both  S.^muel  and  John  Adams,  togJther 
te  trW^'i^  f -V^f  ^'^^husetts,  were,  at  a  veiy  early  period  of  the  con- 
te^  ,  decidedly  for  Independence.  We  c.nnot  accuratelv  ascertain  the  birth 
of  their  opinions  on  tnis  head  ;  nor  whether  the^-  were  iov  absolute  ami  ir- 
revocable  indepenca,  previously  to  1776.  No  historian  is  cfefinite  and  pr^ 
ci..e  inthis  respect ;  though  all  puy  a  just  homage  to^heenergv  and  ai-dent 
patn_ot_ism  of  those  gentlemon.-Letters  written  bv  influenual  characters  in 
onX  it  °f  l\'  "'^^''^  "^  ^V'  "^'l'  ^'  ^'"^  -«"^^"^'  before  uJ,  memC 
?^rc  m  1  fh  ••  f  •  '  r^  '^f""  '■'^''^^'"  ^°  ^^^^'^  ''  ^"t  '■«  "-'•'•«''«"  to  the  minis- 
£  s.It.  .•"■  f  ^^  """^  ^"^  ''r^'  ^^^  '"^-'^•'"•^  '"  the  light  of  an  unwished 
for  alternative,  ot  a  last  rejort,  (lee  appendix,  Xo.  12.)  SubsequenUv  to 
the  intamousProclam..tionofI^rd  Dunlnore  in  Xovem4r,i775!?he  public 

t,!:-  •      ^^•'^'  December,  same  year,  we  observe  the  following  rc- 

Ztt'l  T%?^}^''^  "  ■'  f  ^""='1  :"-«  Our  cruel  enemies  have  forced 
retreE  Thenr  V  p'  f^^?^-?""  ^he  noble  work, and  there  is  no 
d  -^wn  ?^;.  1  K  f  T.nu:\^nd  has  proclaimed  us  rebels.  The  sword  is 
t2y'lV^^^''''^TT  ^^  *'"'"^^'"  =^^^'^>'  5  there  is  no  medium  between 
?ofene»  /i  "'"iV"''^.'''"  niost  abject  slavery.  Irwefailin  our  endeavors 
h?.  n'^;  l!  Ki''''r.''"  •'  "^  '-™^">"'  '^"^  """^  ^«  ^-^P^^t  no  ntercv.  The  brave, 
Sil  ^rl  Corsicans,  may  sene  for  an  example  of  tlie  unrcstrr.incd  ra- 
T.t5  n.  •  T^""^  ^Icspotism.  On  tl-.e  otliev  hand,  t!ie  suites  of  Holland  sup- 
^hUV^t  of^happiness  and  glory,  procured  bv  a  noble  stand  against  ' 

..osohuc  power^  lietvonUl  mt  tuishfuv  the  absolute  independence  of  the  latt-^r, 
u^oiudonvincromole  nppr,,.or,  Irat  li.tento  ourju.t  compluihts  ,  but,  at  ull  e. 
J;'f>'  '"Y'!T  f;''""'"'«^  ^'"('0  ■■>Hh,vt  to  n  sy,t,'m  '//,■-.-.,.,„.  Iluh^  irJa-hv*^ 
i'^^^'^^v,,hthraUhn.,^nvMchthe,vMjcmoStl^TurkLl  S'^narc  lu^ld^' 
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^,  genius,  and  influence  ;  but  there  is  no  just  ground  fop  CHAPw 
believing  that  even  to  them' the  measui-e  appeared  expedi-  YJI, 
ent  and  desirable  in  the  abstract;  they  seem  to  have  con 
sidered  it  as  an  awful  alternative,  as  a  matter  of  last  re- 
sort. It  is  not  that  the  encouraging  degree  of  maturity 
already  attained  by  the  country,  or  the  dignity  and  advan- 
tages of  a  distinct  political  existence,  escaped  their  pene- 
tration;  nor  were  the^  strangers  to  the  previous  induce- 
ment, and  inherent  power  of  the  Unitt-d  Colonies,  to  de- 
clare and  assert  a  separate  station;  but  they  had  hitherto 
hoped  for  an  honorable  and,  in  every  respect,  satisfactory 
settlement  of  differences  ;  it  was  reserved  for  an  infatuated 
and  corrupt  administration  to  force  upon  Ameriira,  by  ac- 
cumulated wrongs,  and  avowed  oppression,  a  reluctant, 
tiiough  irrevooabio  dissolution  of  those  powerful,  endearing 
tie*  which  naturally  connect  the  child  with  the  parent. 

Upon  intelligence  of  the  prohibitory  bill  and  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  for  granting  pardons,  every 
one  distinctly  perceived  that  the  Colonics  must  shortly  be 
driven  to  unconditional  submission,  or  to  a  declaration  of 
independcMce.  The  former  of  these  alternatives  was  uni- 
versally viewed  with  scorn  and  indignation ;  the  latter, 
therefore,  became  the  ultimate  hope  and  refuge  of  the 
people.  Accordingly,  we  find  tire  important  question  of  a 
separation  from  Great-Britain  to  have  been,  about  tbig 
time,  a  subject  of  deep  concern,  and  solemn  deliberation, 
both  public  and  private.  Mr.  Pavne's  celebrated  pamphlet, 
under  the  title  of  Commore  Sense,  by  its  popular,  luminous* 
and  forcible  manner,  as  well  as  by  its  momentous  substiince, 
liad  excited  much  attention,  and  operated  in  the  publie 
mind  a  wonderful  change.  That  impressive  writer  was 
assisted,  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  by  many  able  collabo- 
rators. The  news-papers  of  Virginia  ior  March  and  A- 
pril,  present  on  this  importar'  subject  various  Essays  re- 
markable for  strength  of  argument,  and  beauty  of  express- 
sion.  We  select  the  following  extract  from  a  paper  insert- 
ed in  Purdi's  Gazette,  issued  on  the  19th  of  April. 

**  To  speak  without  figure,  I  will  tell  you  plainly,  Fel- 
low-Citizens, your  situation,  and  point  out  your  interest 
and  duty.  You  have  already  proceeded  so  far,  that,  were 
your  cause  less  righteous  than  it  is,  you  could  not,   in  poll- 


.'^^"^.^^^alnly  was  a  strong-  intimation  o^^ventnal  independence.  Puk- 
liie's  Virg-inixt  GazeUe,  towards  the  close  of  1775  and  at  the  beginning  oV 
X77&,  contains  intimations  of  a  like  nature.  In  the  numbers  for  M;ach  and 
April,  we  find  essayn  on  this  subject,  the  sentiments  and  langua.s^e  of  which 
are  most  strons^ly  decided.  Common  seme  and  local  essays  of  this  sort,  ra- 
bidly infused  decision  into  the  public  mind,  hitherto  fluctuating-  and  irre- 
solute. But  tlie  mass  of  affiniiies  tliat  bound  the  Colonies  to  the  parent 
/state,  w.as  almost  incalculable.  Immense,  indeed,  must  ha^e  been  the  re- 
-^iive  force  tlial  could  overcome  suc!i  an  appulse.  TjTanny  supplied  tliat 
*^cc,  <u  the  abhorrence  wijicii  it  inspii-ed  ! 
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CHAP,   ey  re<»e3f.    You  have  overlurned  every  form  of  the  eott. 
\1I.       stiJution.if  such  a  defective  patchwork  fabriek  as  jours> 
_  can  he  called  a  coustitution  ;  you  have  assumed  the  t  egis- 

^  •'  rr-  Jature  into  your  hands  ;  you  have  raised  troops  ;  you  have 
waged  war,  and  you  have,  in  appearance,  at  least,  expell- 
ed your  Governoj'.  In  short,  you  have  committed  a  multi* 
plicity  of  acts,  which  a  Prince  less  tyrannical,  a  Minislry 
jess  abandoned,  arid  a  nation  less  imperious  than  that  of 
Great-Britain,  might  choose  to  construe  into  (reasoi*,  and 
which,  if  fortune,  or  your  Own  indecision  should  throw  in- 
fo their  power,  they  will  infallibly  punish  asi  such.  If  you 
succeed,  all  these  things  which  you  have  done  will  redound 
to  your  honor  ;  but  if  you  miscarry  (which  may  Heaven 
and  your  own  spirit  avert!)  ihe  horrible  slavery,  which 
must  be  the  lot  of  you  and  your  children,  will  be  repre- 
sented in  History,  as  scarcely  adt^quate  to  the  blackness 
and  magnitude  of  your  crimes  If  any  thing  in  human  af- 
fairs is  certain,  it  may  be  aflRrmed  tha*  success  or  miscar- 
Yiage  is  at  your  ow  n  option.  Oecision  eusures  the  former  j 
hesitation  ineui'S  the  latter." 

*' You  have  an  army,  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  which 
have  displayed  more  valour,  order,  arid  discipline,  and  the 
Generals  more  ability,  than  the  enemy,  oi  you  yourselves 
could  possibly  have  expected.  They  have  been  crowned 
with  most  wonderful  success.  And  are  they  now  to  be 
stopped  in  the  career  of  their  good  fortune?  And  are 
your  liberties  to  be  risked  on  the  chance  of  a  die,  merely 
through  complaisance  to  the  fears,  if  not  the  treachery  of 
the  mW  despicable  and  worthless  part  of  the  community  ? 
I  speak  not  from  passion  or  prejudice  ;  I  appeal  to  yo'up 
own  sense  and  experience.  Look  about  you.  Who,  what 
are  these  men  sobbing  and  whining  after  their  darling  de- 
pendence, which  they  can  neither  understand  themselves, 
Mor  do  attempt  to  explain  to  others?  Are  they  not  the 
"very  men  who,  from  the  very  beginning,  have  either  open- 
ly opposed,  or  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of,  every  spi- 
rited measure  of  resistance  ?  In  short,  are  thev  not  men  of 
suspected  principles,  of  muddy,  perplex«'d  understanding,  of 
of  a  timidity  ridiculous  to  a  Proverb  ?" 

The  writer  next  proceeds  to  consider  a  «»  Declaration  of 
Independence"  as  a  sure  means  of  obtaining  from  friendly 
European  States,  the  warlike  and  other  supplies  so  much 
■wanted  by  the  Province,  to  carry  the  impending  war  to  a 
successful  conclusion.  "  An  inter<^ourse  with  those  States 
cannot,  he  observes,  be  properly  and  efficiently  established, 
unless  vou  declare  yourselves  a  free  and  indepevdenl  fcO' 
pie.  Whilst  you  remain  in  the  predicament  of  rebels,  they 
are,  in  decency,  obliged  to  keep  aloof ;  but,  when  yon  can 
he  considered  as  an  independent  state,  the  eternal  rules  of 
policy  will  point  out  to  them  the  advantages  and  honour 
which  must  result  from  a  close  alliance  with  you.    For 
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Heaven's  sake,  why,  wherefore  do  you  hesitate  ?  Tlic  pu-  CHAP. 
sillanimous  mortals,  who  labour  to  raise  spectres  in  your  VIL 
imai^inations,  similar  to  those  which  haunt  their  own, 
know  vei'v  well  that  reconciliation  and  re-union  with  your  ===s= 
butcher^,  are  impossible.  You  may,  indeed,  be  their  slaves, 
but  to  be  their  brtsthren  and  fellow  subjects,  is  out  of  the 
nature  of  things.  Procrastination  only  prolongs  the  cala- 
mities of  war.  Every  day's  delay  swells  up  the  expense 
of  America's  blood  and  treasure.  Will  you,  then,  I  re- 
peatedly demand,  throw  away  the  lives  of  so  many  thou- 
sands of  your  most  valuable  citizens,  plunge  ypurselves 
into  on  enormous  debt,  from  which  you  can  never  be  ex- 
tricated ;  will  you  stake  the  liberties  of  yourselves  and 
posterity,  on  hazard  and  fortune,  mi'rely  in  complacency 
to  the  fears  of  a  few  timid,  or,  perhaps,  to  the  designs,  of 
a  few  disaffected  men  ?  or  will  you,  by  a  brave,  spirited, 
and  manly  injunction  on  your  servants  in  Congress,  to  de- 
clare you  a  free  and  inilependent  people,  bring  the  calami- 
ties of  M  ar  to  a  shorter  issue,  and  fix  your  liberties  on  a 
firm  and  durable  foundation  ?" 

These,  and  other  arguments,  derived  from  the  justice.  The  people 
expediency,  necessity,  and  practicability  of  independence  of  Virginia 
rapidly  diffused  throuarh  the  Colony  that  steady  convic-  resolve  on 
tion,  and  generous  spirit,  before  which  all  difficulties  must       ^ ' 
ultimately  vanish.     Every  one  distinctly  perceivetl  that  a 
measure  thus  bold  and  decisive  could  not  add  to  existing 
calamities,  or  to  impending  dangers  ;  that,  on  the  contra- 
ry, it  was  pregnant  with  incalculable  advantages  for  the 
present,  and  promised  future  splendour  and  prosperity. — 
Influenced  by  these  weighty  considerations,  animated  by 
this  bright  prospect,  the  people  of  Virginia  now  called 
for  independence  in  a  loud,  and  almost  unaiiimous  voice. 
Their  sentiments  on  this  point  were  made  known  to  the 
Delegates  for  the  next  Convention,  either  by  direct  in- 
structions,  or  through  the  medium  of   the  newspapers, 
with  a  view  that  they  should  be  speedily  conveyed  to  the 
Continental  Congress^  upon  whose  decision  a  question  of 
that  magnitude  must  finally  depend. 
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^kc'aii^  of  ihc  ConvcnUon — Declaration  of  the  Convention 
in  favor  of  Independence — Excites  universal  joy—' 
Militarii  arrangements— Gen.  Charles  Lee  is  appointed 
to  command  in  the  South — S.rrives  at  Williamsburg — 
His  popnlaritif — Measures  against  the  Disaffected  in  the 
Loicer  Countrij — Orders  issued  to  Colonel  Woodford  on 
this  subject — And  by  him  humanely  executed — Active 
measures  of  Gen.  Lee — Mitigation  of  the  orders  res- 
pectiug  Princess  Jinne  and  ^"orfolk  Counties — Barron 
intercepts  important  dispatches  from  England — General 
Lei;-  marches  to  J\^orth  Carolina — Arrives  at  JVeivbern — 
Military  measures  in  Virginia — Dunmore  quits  his  station 
for  Gu-in's  Islaml — Declaration  of  rights — Constitution 
— Mr  Jeff'ersons  preamble — OuHhies  of  the  Constitulion 
— Consliiuiional  clause  respecting  fanner  grants  by  the. 
Croxvn  to  adjacent  Colonies — Appointments  under  the 
iieii}  Coiislilulion — ^Idjoiirnment  of  the  Convention — 
Summary  of  tlicir  proccdings — General  Lee  goes  to 
Charleston — Tlic  Drilishattack  Snllivan^s  Island — and 
are  repulsed — Stale  of  Jlmerican  affairs  in  the  Xorth. 

(JITAP,  THE  Convention  asseniljlcd  at  "NV*illiamsl?ui*g,  on  tlie 

VllL      <itli  of  JMay.  The  Pres'itlent,  Edniurd  Pendleton,  in  a  sliort 
address  IVom  the  eliair,  observed  to  the  members  of  that 
"•-"•••      ~  venerable  body  *•  that  they  ueie  met  at  a  time  truly  cri- 
Miy  6.  tical,  Mhen  subjects  of  the  most  important  and  interestin.^ 

Aiccti.ig  of  nature  required  their  serious  attention;  that  the  adminis- 
tration  of  jusfiee,  and  almost  all  tlie  powers  of  government 
liad  been  suspended  for  nearly  two  years;  and  that  it  be- 
eamc  them  to  relleet  inliet'icr  the  eon nlry  could  longer 
sustain  the  great  strutrgle  it  was  making,  in  such  a  situa- 
tion." 

On  the  same  day,  forty-five  members  of  the  House  of 
liui'gesses,  met  at  the  Capitol  in  Willian)sburg,  in  pursn- 
aiiee  of  thoii*  ad Journtjient,  in  j^Iuveli  preceding.  As  the 
ConstitutiotVc)!  Legislature  eould  ncl,  wlien  chosen,  assem- 
!)lc  but  in  eor.forniity  to  a  summons  from  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Crinvn  ;  and  as  Lord  Dunmore  had  refused, 
npon  Mr.  Corbin's  suggest  ion,  to  issue  a  commission  for 
convening  und  holdiiig  an  AssenjMy,  they  declared  it  to 
^,  be  Jheir  opinion,  tliat  tlie  people  could  jiot  now  be  legally 
reprosenicd  tiecording  to  the  aircient  constitution  Avhieii 
had  bee  I  ^iTbverted  by  tlie  Kiujj:,  Lords,  and  (^'oniu'ons  of 
Grcat-Orlftiin,  and  cunsequ'MTlly  (li^•*^oived  :  uccor(!ij!g1y. 


<hc  Cdiiven 
lion; 
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fliey  unanimously  (l|^solvetl   tlwimselves. — Thus  was   the,    ClIAP. 
totCerini;  fabric  of  Uie  royal  government  utterly  demolish-      ^  H^. 

ed  in  Virginia.*  To  siihstiuite,  in  its  s(ead,  a  structure  of 

more  elegant,  and  more  solid  form,  was  noar  the  task  of        — — »• 
the  Convention. 

In  effect,  the  people  were  by  the  prohibitory  bill,  and 
other  acts  af  the  15ri(ish  government,  (hi'own  out  of  Bri- 
tish protection,  and,  of  course,  released  from  British  al- 
legiance, and  restored  to  tlieir  natural  rights — a  situation 
scarcely  foreseen  by  themselves,  aud  to  which  we  must 
refer  the  apparent  afwmalies  which  this  period  of  our  his- 
tory will  exhibit. 

The  explicit  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  the 
obvious  necessity  of  a  close  and  indissoluble  union  of  J  he 
several  Colonies  against  (he  impending  storm,  as  well  as 
of  a  new  government  to  preserve  internal  peace  and  order, 
produced,  on  the  l.^th  of  the  same  moiitli,  the  following  May  15, 
memorable  declaration,  and  two  impo^'taat  resolutions 
connected  with  it: 

"  For  as  much  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Co-  Declai  itioa 
lonies.  by  the  most  decent  representations  and  petitions  to  of  tlie  Con. 
the  Kin*g  and  Parljameixt  of  Great-Brirain,  to  restore  ffvau"otLi. 
peace  and  security  to  America,  under  the  British  govern-  ciep^denot 
ment,  and  a  re-union  with  that  people  upon  just  and  libe- 
ral terms,  instead  of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  pro- 
duced from  an  imperious  and  vindi^ctive  administration, 
increased  insult,  oppression,  and  a  vigorous  attempt  to 
effect  our  total  destruction.  By  a  late  act  of  Parliament 
all  the  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  and  out  of 
the  protection*  of  the  British  Crown  ;  our  properties  are 
subjected  to  confiscation  ;  our  people,  when  captivated, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  rela- 
tions and  countrymen  :  and  all  former  rapines  and  opj»res- 
sion  of  Americans  declared  legal  and  just;  fleets  and  ar- 
mies are  raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to 
assist  their  destructive  purposes.  The  King's  representa- 
tive in  this  Colony  hath  not  only  witliltcld  the  powers  of 
governriient  from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  re- 
tired on  board  an  armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical 
and  savage  war  against  us,  tempting  our  sla'  es  by  ever;- 
artifice  to  resort,  to  him,  and  training  and  employing  tiicni 
against  their  masters.  In  tiiis  state  of  extreme  danges-, 
we  have  no  alternative  left,  but  abject  submission  to  the 
will  of  those  overbearing  tyrants,  era  total  separation  from 
the  CtTrwn  and  governnient  <tf  Great-Britain,  nnitiisg  VAvi 
exerting  the  strength  of  all  America  for  defence,  and 


*^Yh  cannot  sufficiently  admire  the /;ro7'WeH.'i«/, Tolly  of  ilie  lUutisli  Le- 
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forming  alliances  ivitli  foreign  poweus  for  commerce  and 
aid  in  war.  AVherefore,  appealing  to  the  searcher  of  Iiearts 
for  the  sincerity  of  former  declarations,  expressing  our 
desire  to  prq^iei've  the  connexion  with  that  nation  ,•  nnd 
that  Ave  are  driven  from  that  inclination  by  their  Avifkcd 
councils,  and  the  eternr\l  laAvs  of  self-preservation  ;" 

"  Resolved  nnanhnoiislyf  That  the  Delegates  up])ointed 
<o  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  be  ins(ruct- 
ed  to  propose  to  that  respectable  body,  to  declare  the  Ihtited 
ColonieSffrce  and  independent  -States,  absolved  iritm  all  al- 
legiance to,  or  dependence  upon,  the  Crown  or  PailiiUMeiit 
of  trreat-Britain  ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  this  Co- 
lony to  such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  niiiy 
be  tbougbt  proper  and  necessary  by  Congress,  for  forinmg 
foreign  alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at 
such  aiimc  and  in  suuh  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  l.st ; 
provided  that  the  poAver  of  forming  Governments  for,  wnd 
the  regulations  of  the  internal  concerns  of,  each  CVlony, 
be  left  to  t be  respective  Colonial  Legislatures." 

**  liesolvcd  unanimoushf,  Tliat  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a  declaration  of  rigbts,  and  such  a  plan  of 
Government  as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and 
orderin  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  li- 
berty to  the  people." 

This  decisive  step  was  productive  of  incalculable  bene- 
fit. It  removed  the  doubts  and  uncertainties  which  still 
remained  in  some  timid  and  Avavering  minds  ;  and  di- 
rected all  the  energies  of  the  people  towards  a  fixed  and 
determinate  object.  Demonstrations  of  joy  every  where 
shewed  that  the  measure  was  in  perfect  unison  with  the 
public  feeling.  At  Williamsburg,  military  parades,  dis- 
charges of  artillery,  civic  dinners  and  toasts,  general  illu- 
minations, and  other  signs  of  joy,  evinced  the  pleasure 
Avhich  both  the  citizens  and  the  troops  felt  at  the  final  dis- 
solution of  every  tie  with  a  tyrannical  parent.  Wliilst  the 
l7mo?ij/fa^  of  America  proudly  waved  upon  the  Capitol,  e- 
very  bosom  swelled  Avith  generous  sentiments,  and  heroic 
confidence.  Lurid  and  tlireatening  as  the  politicnl  liori- 
!«on  of  America  aj)peared,  no  one  gave  way  to  gloomy  fears 
and  unmanly  despondency.  All  relied  on  the  justice  and 
nobleness  of  the  common  cause  ;  on  thejenthiisiasm,  har- 
mony, and  strength  of  United  America  ;  and,  especially, 
on  the  assistance  and  favour  of  him  who  rules  the  fate  of 
nations,  smiles  on  the  efforts  of  the  virtuous  and  the  bnive, 
Avh en  struggling  for  his  best  gift,  Libert]!  ;  and  disiracts 
the  Councils,  and  paralyzes  the  arm  of  tyranny,  hateful  to 
God  as  Avell  as  to  man. 

On  the  very  same  day  tliat  the  Convention  was  employ- 
ed in  issuing  the  above  resolutions,  by  a  reinarkable  coin- 
cidence, tlie  Continental  Congress,  then  sitting  in  Philadel- 
pbia,  adopted  the  measure  y,f  •'  recommending  to  tbe  res^- 
pective  assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonics, 
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where  no  Governii¥jnt  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  tlieir  •CHAP, 
attuii's  Ijad  been  theretofore  established  to  lix  upon  such      Vlll. 

Government,  as  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  represenla- 

lives  of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  tlie  happiness  and  safe-   "———■— 
tx  of  their  Constituents,   in  particular,  and  America  in 
geneial." 

In  the  mean  time,  military  preparations  were  not  for-  Military  ar, 
gotten  iu  A'ii'giuia.  Tbe  aruiy  assumed  a  regular  and  sys-  Eiinj^tments. 
tcmalie  orj^aai/ation.  Meritorious  officers  were  promo-  - 
ted  :  amoni^  these,  we  observe  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  and 
Colonel  Koberl  Howe,  appointed  Bri!:;adier  General  by  the 
Continenla!  Coaj^ress.  The  g-allantry  and  services  of  the 
1h! for,  us  well  as  the  tribute  of  approbation  and  thanks 
paid  lo  Jiis  zeal  and  skill  l»y  the  Convention,  we  have  alrea- 
dy Jioiiced.  On  the  1th  of  March,  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  Norch- Carolina  lionoure<l  him  with  a  similar  tribute 
—  Lind  to  crown  his  lanie,  he  was  on  the  5th  of  May.  ca- 
ceptcih  by  Sir  Henry  (  Unton.from  the  henejit  of  the  jiardou 
xvhii^i  tiui't  Gcveval  cji^tred,  in  ids  Mojcstifs  name,  to  all 
swh  CiroUidaiis  as  should  lay  down  tJieir  urmSf  and  return 
to  their  •rfwf »/.  and  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  GovernViient,  as 
establishei^  by  law.  ^ 

Tlie  cloud  of  danger  evidently  hanging,  at  this  portcn-  General 
toos  lime,  over  every  parf  of  the  United  Colonics,  iniluced  f  luilesLee 
the  Contitjental  Congress  to  appoint  Major  General  Ciiarlcs  Jo'^JJi""'^^'^ 
Lee  to  the  command  of  the  Southern  department.     His  maud  in  the 
a!*i"ival  at  Head  Quarters  in  Williamsburg,  on  the  29th  of  South. 
March,  Mas  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  victory     That  ex-   Arrives  at 
tniordi nary  character  was  then  encircled  with  a  blaze  of  "^^i^l^^n^- 
veno  wn  and  popularity.     The  laurels  of  war  and  those  of    ^^' 
literature  alike  ornamented  his  brow.     Trained  from  his  His  popur 
infancy  lo  the  profession  of  arms;  distinguished,  at  an  larity. 
early  age,  by  brilliant  exploits  in  Canada,  Portugal,  Po- 
land, and  Russia;  and  lately  by  his  devotion  to  the  United 
Colonies,  whose  cause  he  had  frequently  advocated  in  elo- 
quent publications,  and  now  zealously  supported  with  the . 
sword ;  having  sacrificed  to  his  ardent  enthusiasm  for  li- 
berty Ills  native  and  social  partialities^  his  fortune,  and  a 
splendid  prospect  of  professional  advancement  in  the  cause 
of  royalty,  be  possessed  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  all. 
Whilst  viewing  his  rare  and  commanding  qualities,  all 
forgot  that  eccentricity  of  temper  Avhich,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, attended  him,  as  it  does  often  attend  men  of  exalt- 
ed genius.     During  bis  stay  in  Virginia,  his  attention, 
activity,  and  vigilance  to  augment  and  improve  the  forces  Measures  ar 
already  raised,  to  neutralize  the  malignant  efforts  of  the  .eainst  the 
disaffected,  and  even  to  rid  of  their  presence  the  most  ex-  'li'^i'ffccted 
posed  parts  of  the  country,  shone  eminently  conspicuous.  i|^^4r 
Early  in  April,  the  Committee  of  safety  issued,  on  his  re-  Country. 
commcadation,  the  following  order ; 
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_  At  ■Williamsburg,  April  10,  i776, 

Tlie  Committee,  taking  umler  ihcirmost  serious  consi- 
deration, a  letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  urging  the 
iieeessity  of  removing  t  he  inliabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Prin- 
cess-Anne eounties,  from  tlie  neighhonrIioe<1  of  our  ene- 
my, together  ^itli  several  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  lately  intercepted,  and  other  papers ;  and  having 
been  repeatedly  informed  upon  oath,  by  e\ery  person  that 
lias  eseaped  IVom  Lord  Du;;njore*s  ship,  and  tlie  fleet  at 
NorfoUi,  tliiit  there  is  a  constant  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween the  inljabitants  on  the  Norfolk  side,  who  fufnishf 
tlip  cuen^jj' with  provisions,  and  give  intelligence  of  all  our 
measures,  which  conduct  has  likewise  been  frequently 
experienccil  and  complained  of  by  the  officers  at  our  posts 
in  these  counties.  This  Committee  impressed  by  the  lore- 
going  and  many  other  pregnant  proofs,  with  a  full  convic- 
tion of  the  inimical  disposition  of  many  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  neiirhbourhood  of  our  enemy,  and  eonviuced-that  all 
others  vvlio  may  be  well  disposed,  and  really  attached  to 
the  common  cause  must  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy.  Bo  nnnnimoushj  resoJve  and  order.  That  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Piincess-Anne  county,  at 
present  residing  between  the  enemy  and  our  posts  at 
Great-Bridge  and  Kemp's  Landing,  and  in  a  direct  line 
from  Kemp's  I^auding  to  the  Ocean,  be  immediately  re- 
moved to  some  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  that  those 
Avho  are  unable  to  remove  themselves  be  assistwl  by  the 
public  J  and  for  the  bet/er  effecting  such  removal.  It  is 
fiirlher  ordered.  That  all  the  live  stock  of  the  said  inlia- 
bitants,  be  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  our  army, 
and  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  for  the  use  of  the  owners^, 
and  such  part  thereof,  as  the  owners  may  be  willing  to 
•  part  with,  be  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  for  tlie  use 
of  the  forces,  except  where  it  may  happen  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  such  as  have  already  retired  to,  or  may  hereafter 
join  Lord  Dunmore. 

This  Committee  considering  the  intelligence  contained 
in  the  aforementioned  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  reflecting  on  the  uniform  policy  of  the  British  court, 
and  the  measures  lately  adopted  in  Norlh-Carolina,  are 
fully  convinced  that  our  enemies  are  solely  encouraged  to 
make  their  wicked  attempts  upon  such  Colonies,  wherein 
they  can  expect  the  best  assistance,  from  persoiis  disaffect- 
ed to  the  American  cause,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
most  likely  means  of  securing  this  Colony  from  such  at- 
tempts, will  be  to  remove  all  suspicious  persons,  beyond 
the  influence  of  the  enemy.  TJiis  Hoard,  d»ihcr(forc,  or- 
der, That  all  persons  wiihin  f!:e  cov.nlies  ^f  Xm  iVdk  and 
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Princess- Anne,    who  have  heretofore  repaired  to  Lord    CHAP. 
Dunmore's  standard,  and  taken  the  oath  preBcrihed  by     Vlll. 
hiui,  who  thereby  may  Imve  a  reliance  on  them  to  aid  his  . 
measures,  do  immediately  remove  themselves  to  some  in- 
terior part  of  this  Colony,  at  least  thirty  miles  from  the 
enemy,  and  the  better  to  enforce  such  removal ;  It  isfni'' 
ther  ordered,  That  all  the  male  slaves  of  such  suspected 
persons,  above  the  age  of  thirteen  ;  and,  also,  the  like 
slaves  of  the  persons  within  the  limits  afore-deseribed,  be 
immediately  taken  into  tbe  custotly  and  sale  keeping  of 
some  officer  at  our  posts  in  Norfolk  and  Princoss-Anne,  to 
be  conveyed  to  some  place  of  navigation,  and  to  be  return- 
ed to  the  owners  after  they  shall  have  settled  at  some  se- 
cure place,  upon  the  further  order  of  tliis  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  be  advanced  to  Willis  Biddick,  James  j^Jur- 
dau:;h  and  Andrew  Meade,  Gentlemen,  or  any  two  of  them 
to  be  applied  to  the  assistance  of  such  poor  persons,  as  in 
their  opinion  may  not  be  able  to  remove  themselves,  and 
the  said  Willis  Riddick,  James  Murdaugh  and  Andrew 
Meade,  are  lierel)y  empowered  and  requested  to  make 
proper  provision  for  these  necessary  purposes,  and  in  ge- 
neral, to  superinteml  this  important  business,  and  be  assist- 
ing in  the  execution  thereof,  in  the  most  humane  manner 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of — and  it  is  earnestly 
recommended  to  all  persoirs,  Avho  can  provide  habitations 
for  such  persons  so  removing,  to  give  notice  thereof  in  the 
Virginia  Gazette,  as  speedily  as  possible. 

JOHN  PAGE,  V.  P. 
Attest, 

John  Beckley.  Asst.  Clk. 

The  subjoined  instructions,  connected  with  the  above  re-  Orders  xS: 

solves,  were,  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  transmitted  ^y^l?  S*^^' 

by  the  energetic  Major  General,  to  Col.  Woodford,  who  on  "this 

had  now  returned  to  the  army,  and  was  stationed  at  Kemp'^s  subject: 
landing  : 

Kemp's  Landing,  April  29th,  1776. 

You  are  to  remain  at  this  post,  and  take  th€  command 
of  all  the  troops  in  this  District. 

You  are  to  put  in  execution  the  resolves  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  safety,  with  all  iwassible  expedition,  but  with  the 
humanity  natural  to  your  temper. 

You  are  to  remain  in  the  command  of  this  Distiiet,  till 
you  are  relieved,  or  ordered  away- 
All  those  whom  you  shall  discover  carrying  on  anv  eor- 
pespondence  with  the  enemy,  or  with  any  person  in  the  e- 
nemy's  fleet,  you  are  to  consider  as  Traitors  to  their  coun- 
try, burn  their  houses,  and  convey  tlic  Traitors  up,  piiii- 
oned  and  h^ndcufted,  to  Williamsburg,  with  a  vilUcn 
spetjiiication  of  their  crimes,. 
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And  by  him 
humanely 

executed. 


Active  mea- 
sures of 
Gen.  Lee. 


The  residents  wlio  are  immediately  in  tUe  neighbour- 
hood of  this  post,  need  not  be  obliged  instantly  to  vo- 
move  ;  but  <lieir  male  slaves,  and  live  stock  must  be 
drove  off  >a  ith  the  rest. 

CHAHLES  LEE,  JIffljor  General. 

To  Col.    WOODPORD. 

Two  lists  were  at  (he  same  time  fot  warded,  the  one  of 
suspected  persons,  or  ^ther,  to  use  the  Gencnvl's  words, 
manifested  Tories — tbe  other  of  manifested  friends.  The 
former  hud  given  their  paroles  to  appear  bel'ore  AVoodford 
on  the  ensuing  Wednesday,  and  he  was  directed  to  proceed 
wiih  them  conformably  to  tlie  orders  of  the  Committee — 
Mi'ch,  however,  was  left  to  his  own  good  sense  and  disere- 
tion.  The  latter  were  to  be  treated  with  the  considerati- 
on which  their  virtue  deserved.  The  negroes  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  public  service,  until  further  orders.  A 
failure  to  ap]>ear  wrs  to  be  considered  as  treason,  and  pu- 
nished accordingly.  The  list  of  friends  contained  only  10 
names;  that  of  suspected  men  i3,  whose  adult  male  ne- 
groes amounted  to  01 ;  a  circumstance  wlfieh  affords  an 
additional  proof  of  the  preponderating  numbers  of  (he  dis- 
affected in  that  part  of  the  Colony. 

W  oodford  hastened  to  execute  those  orders,  softening 
their  rigoi*  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  safety  and  in- 
terests of  (he  country,  and  directing  his  men  "  to  pay  in 
every  ease,  to  the  situation  of  the  respective  inhabit^ts, 
all  possible  humanity,  decency,  and  complaisance."  The 
duty  whicli  had  now  devolved  upon  liim  was  highly  repug- 
nant to  his  benign  and  magnanimous  disposition  ;  but  it 
•was  indispensable.  The  letters  of  his  fwends  Edmund 
Pendleton,  and  Robert  Howe,  and  of  Gen^'ral  I.ee  himself, 
slicw  that  they  sincerely  pitied  him  for  an  en»ployment,  in 
itself  harsh  and  painful,  and  which  daily  became  more  irk- 
some and  difhcult,  the  Convention  deeming  rigid  an<l  vigo- 
rous measures  expedient,  under  an  impression  that  Howe's 
fleet  and  army,  after  quitting  Boston,  were  bound  for  Vir- 
ginia, and  would  begin  their  hostile  operations  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Colony.  General  Lee's  invigorating  care  effect- 
ed, or  at  least,  promoted  various  other  objects  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  order  to  enable  him- 
seifto  regulate  his  operations  according  to  t!ic  internal 
force  of  the  Colony,  he  required  accurate  returns  from  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  the  Committees  of  (he  differ- 
ent counties.  Aware  (hat  (he  present  crisis  demanded  not 
merely  a  numerical,  but  an  effective  body  of  well-dispos- 
ed, as  well  as  brave  troops,  he  directed  all  the  Colonels 
not  to  allow  the  several  recruiting  officers  of  (heir  regi- 
ments to  enlist  natives-of  Great- Britain  or  Ireland,  un- 
less (hey  had  been  sometime  residents  in  the  eounlrj.  had 
^vives  and  children,  or  could  bring  slrong  ami  sufficient  re- 
comnicndations.     Conscious  (hat,  particularly  in  Virginia, 
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tircamstanocd  as  it  then  was,    an  army  Avithaut  cavalry   CIL\P. 
must  be  a  very  defective  mass,  and  could  not  act  with  a'-      \III. 
ny  tolerable  de^'ee  of  credit  and  success,  he  appealed  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  young  Gentlemen  of  the  different  == 
counties,  entreating  them  to  form  themselves  into  com- 
panies of  Liglit  Dragoons,  whose  organization  he  pointed 
out,  and  to  lend  a  zealous  and  efficient  aid  in  asserting  the 
rights  and  digpity  of  J  heir  oppressed  and  insulted  Country. 
His  genius  also  vivified  the  germs  of  private  and  public 
industry  and  enterprizc  for  manufacturingat  home  the  war- 
like implements,  which  had  now  become  so  necessary.  The 
depredations  of  Dunmore,  and  the  motley  force  that  co- 
operated with  him,    exciting    irrepressi'bre    indignation 
throughout  the  Colony,  plans  were   formed  to  annihilate 
at  one  blow  his  Lordship's  fleet  and  army.     For  this  pur- 
pose, naval  and  other  preparations  were  entered  upon  with 
considerable  vigour ;  and  had  not   the   tempest   of  war 
moving  onward  to  the  South,   called   there  the  attention 
and  efforts  of  the  General,  it  is  presumable  that  the  con- 
templated attiftjk   would  have  been  speedily  made,   and 
crowned  with  success.^ 
.      The  execution  of  the  resolves  of  the  Committee  of  Safe-    ^Aiitigation 
^  ty  m  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  Princess  Anne,  unavoid    ofihc  aider, 
ably  produced  much  private  distress.      A  petition  was  Slc?!^''"' 
accordmgly    presented   to    that    Committee,   entreating'  Amu, 
them  to  rescind  in  part,  or  to  mitigate  those  rcsolves.-- 
^  Sensible  of  the   ineonveniencies  which  thus  arose  from 
a  compliance  with   the  orders  alluded  to  in  their  ful- 
lest latitude,  tlie  Committee  came,  on  the  8d  of  May    to  ai 
a  resolution,    **  that  William   Robinson,   Thomas  Rev       "'' 
nolds  Walker,  Thomas   Olds.  John  Thorowgood,  'James 
Henley,  Erasmus  Haynes,  &  William  Wishart,  Gentlemen 
or  any  four,  or  more  of  them,  do  assemble  themselves  to- 
gether, and  having  taken  an   oath,  before  a  magistrate,  oi- 
Committee-man,   to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice,  and  to 
keep  each  others'  secrets,  proceed  to  make  stVictenquiry  in- 
to the  temper  and  former  conduct  of  the  inhabitantsof  the 
county  of  Princess  Anne,  and  certify  to  the 'Hon.  Major 
General  Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Sufl^olk,  or  its 
Tieighbourhood,  which  of  them  have  taken  an  active  pprt 
in  behalf  of  America,  which  have  remained  quiet  at  home 
without  taking  any  active  part  on  either  side,  and  who  have 
appeared  inimical  to  America  ;   on  which    certificate  the 
General  or  Commanding  officer,  is  desired  to  suffer  nil 
such  as  have  be«n  friends,  or  neutrals,  to  remain  at  their 
habitations   with  their  families,  but  to  remove  all  tiicir 

r  \     ^I'^r^^u^"*  ^''^5  ^^^  "P""  vig^orrns  prepr-ratory  measures  that  he  sent 
53olonel  Gibson  and  Captain  Lynn  to  Xew-Orloans,  for  tl.e purpose  ofobta'n 

•  w-fs  fucS  r    12"00^  """'''■'"<••     ''"'r  ^^P^'^''-"^  rej?!et^  with  danger,    > 
b;S.S;?  to  Vb^nL!fn  ir-"""      P^'"''"'  '''''  P^V-chased  for  §1800,  and  / 
"       '  II  \ 
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CHAP,    live  stock,  except  such  as  the  Commissioners  above  namefl 

VIM.      shall  Judge  necessary  for  their  immediate  subsistence:  — 

And  that  all  the  enemies  of  America  in  the  said  county  be 

■'  '  compelled  to  remove  with  their  families  and  effects,  accor- 

ding to  the  former  resolution  ;  and  the  said  commissioners 
are  desireil  to  return  their  vk^hole  proceedings  to  this  Com- 
mittee, 10  be  laid  before  the  general  Convention." 

and  Norfolk      ^  similar  resolution  was  taken,  on  the  following  day,  in 

Sunty."^  °  respect  to  Norfolk  oounty,  and  James  Holt,  John  Wilson, 
May 4.  John  Portlock,  Qornelius  Calvert,  Thomas  Mash,  JunV. 
Arthur  Boush,  and  John  Willoughby,  Jun*r.  were  appoint- 
ed Coiumissioners,  for  the  purposes,  and  with  the  powers 
specified  by  the  Committee.  Two  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention,   tlie  one  passed  on  tlie  11th,  the  other  on  the  16th 

May  11,  16.  ofI\Iay,  ultimately  fixed  the  hitherto  fluctuating  policy, 
pursued  in  relation  to  that  ohnoxious  and  unfortunate  part 
of  the  Colony.  We  subjoin  them  both,  under  an  impressi- 
on that  tlie  details  of  those  early  transactions,  constitute 
an  interesting  p«rt  of  national  history. 

IN  CONVENTION,  May  the  llth,  1776. 

I 

BesolTcdf  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  off 
Princess  Anuc  and  Norfolk,  who  reside  to  the  North  East-^ 
ward  of  the  following  liue  to  wit :  From  the  mouth  of 
the  Western  Branch,  and  up  the  same  to  the  road  atBrit- 
tles  mill,  thence  along  the  said  road  to  tire  Great  Bridge, 
and  from  < hence  along  the  road  by  the  North  West  land- 
ing, to  the  North  Carolina  boundary,  ought  toljc  immedi- 
ately removed  with  their  families  and  effects  to  some  intc- 
rior'parts  of  the  Colony.  Aitd  that  all  such  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  coiHitics  erf  Norfolk  and  Nansemond,  who  are 
manifestly  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  might  in 
like  manner  to  be  removed  Avith  their  families  aod  effects. 
And  that  the  residue  of  the  in^iabitauts  in  the  two  last  men- 
tioned counties,  who  reside  to  the  Westward  of  the  line  a- 
forcsaid,  remain  till  the  further  order  of  this  Convention  ; 
unless  the  General  or  Commanding  oflicer  of  the  troops  in 
that  neighbourhood,  shall  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
remove  any  of  those  seated  near  the  posts  occupied  by  hrs 
troops  before  the  Convention  can  be  consulted,  in  which 
case  he  is  at  liberty  to  remove  such  persons 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  excMJcding  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  be  itdvanced  to  Archibald  Gary,  James  Mur- 
daugh.  John  King,  John  Driver,  Wills  Cowper,  Thomas 
Reynolds  Walker,  Henry  Bracey,  AYilliam  Smith,  Tur- 
ner Southall,  Robert  Goode,  Richard  James,  William  Ar- 
cher, Henry  Dolany,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three,  or  more  of 
them,  to  be  applied  to  the  assistance  of  such  persons,  as  in 
their  opinion,  nray  not  be  able  to  remove  thejnselves. — 
^nd  the  said  gentlemen,  are  hereby  empowered,  and  re- 
quested to  make  projier  provision  for  those  necessary  pur- 


VIRGINU,  U7 

pwes ;  and  in  gc»K!ral,  to  superintend  this  impertant  busi-    CIJAP. 

iiess,  and  be  assisfingin  tl»e  exewition  thereof,  in  i\ie  most     VIIL 

humane  manner  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of.     And 

it  k' earnestly  recommended  to  all  persons,  who  can  provide  ^'  '^•"     " 

habitations  for  such  persons  so  removing,  to   give  notice 

thereof  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  as  speedily  as  possU 

hie. 

That  the  expeHces  attendijig  the  removal  of  the  persons 
aforementioned  from  Prineess-Anne  and  Norfolk  counties, 
who  are  friendly  to  the  cause  of  America,  be  borne  by  the 
public  ;  and  that  the  expences  iueurrcd  by  the  remoAal  of 
those  who  are  uofriendly,  be  repaid  to  the  public  out. of 
their  estates  ;  and  that  the  Cleliis  of  the  couits  of  the  said 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Aniw?,  be  furnished  with 
waggons,  for  the  reoioval  of  the  public  Records  of  those 
courts,  to  some  place  of  security. 

EDxMUND  PENDLETON,  P. 

IN  CONVENTION,  May  16, 1776. 

WHEREAS,  the  season  of  the  year  is  so  far  advanced, 
that  it  is  too  late  to  begin  a  crop  of  Indian  coin,  and  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne, 
who  are  by  order  of  this  Convention  to  be  removed,  may 
be  greatly  distressed,  for  want  of  subsistence  the  next  year : 
Resolved,  therefore,  that  only  the  women  and  children 
and  male  slaves  capable  of  bearing  arms,  with  the  live 
stock  of  the  said  counties,  be  removed,  and  that  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  said  counties,  who  are  not  inimical,  be 
allowed  to  continue  in  it,  for  the  tending  and  gatlierini^ 
Iheir  crops  of  corn. 

EDMUND  PENDLETON,  Pres'dt. 
A  Copy, 
JouN  Tazewell,  c.  c. 

Several  circumstances  had  combined  to  produce  the  aw-     Bacron  iir- 
ful,  yet  salutary  idea  that  a  ti'cniendous  storm  would  soon  teicepts  im- 
burst  over  some  part  of  the  Southern  Colonies.     The  up-  p^tcha?  ^^ 
pearanee  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  l)et\veen  the  Capes  of  Vir-  from  En- 
ginia  ;  his  subsequent  junction  with  Governor  Martiu,  at  gl:''!* 
Cape  Fear ;  the  efforts  of  tlie  Highlanders  and  Regula- 
tors, so  happily  erushftd  by  Brigiulier  Moore  ;  the  rumors 
from  the  North,  tliat  General  Howe,  after  evacuating  Bos- 
ton, was  sailing  to  Virginia,  and  the  redonhlcd  activity  of 
Dunmore  and  his  adherents,  to  intrench   themselves  in  a 
favorable  situation,  Averc  so  many  indications  of  an  ap- 
proaching crisis.    Still  those  indications  were,  in  some  mea- 
sure, vague  and  indefinite.     Among  many  other  signal  in- 
terpositions  of  Providence,    in   behalf  of  the  American 
cause,  a  discovery  was  made,  which  ascertained  a  danger, 
lutherlo  doubtful  and  obscure  ?  and  by  convincing  the  pco- 
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CHAP,    pic  that  invasion  was  at  hand,  energized  their  endeavoucs 
Villi,     to  be  prepared  to  repel  it.     Eurly  in  April,  Capt.  James 
Barron  took  a  small  vessel,  dispatched  by  Loi'd  Dnnnrjre 
■'  to  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  for  the  purpose  of  conveAinj*  to 

Governor  Eden  of  that  Colony,  letters  addressed  to  him 
by  the  British  Secretary  of  "-tate.,  These  letters  were 
found  in  custody  of  a  Mr.  Ross,  formerly  an  associate  of 
the  infamous  Connelly,  and  now  a  faithful  and  zealous  e- 
missary  of  the  Ex-Governor;  and  intraediately  brouj^ht 
to  WiMiamsburg.  One  of  these,  dated  AVhiteiiall,  Dee. 
23,17  7  5,  contained  the  following  passage:  "An  arma- 
ment, consist ing  of  seven  regiments  \\\i\\  a  fleet  of  Fri- 
gates and  small  ships,  is  now  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the 
Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  restoration  of 
regular  government,  in  that  part  of  \n\eriea.  It  will 
proceed,  in  the  lirst  place,  to  North-Carolina,  and  thence 
cither  to  South -Carolina,  or  Virginia,  as  circumstances 
of  greater  or  less  advantage  shall  point  out.  If  to  the  lat 
tcr,  it  may  h&xe  cmisequences  verij  important  lo  tlie  CoJo- 
iiij  under  your  government ;  and,  thereCore,  you  will  do 
well  to  consider  of  every  means  by  which  you  may,  in  con- 
junction  wilh  Lord  Bunmore,  give  facility  and  assistance 
to  its  operations."  Thus  weie  the  Southern  Colonies  Vor- 
tunately  warned  and  inspirited  to  assume  a  respectable 
delcnsive  attitude.  On  tlic  18th  of  April,  the  Ann  and  Isa- 
bella, with  part  of  the  17th  regiment,  arrived  at  Cape- 
Fear,*  thirteen  transports  soon  reached  the  same  point; 
and,  on  the  Sd  of  May,  twenty  ir^ore  sail  arrived  with  Sir 
I*.  l*;irkor.  Lord  Cornwallis,  General  Yaughan,  and  other 
ofiicers  of  distinction.  Upon  intelligence  of  this,  General 
Lee  immediately  resolved  to  lly  to  the  protection  of  North- 
Carolina,  lie  was.  however,  inclined  to  think  that  either 
<..:c:icr;ilLcc  Soutli-Caroliua  or  Virginia,  would  be. the  object  of  the  e- 
r,i  aches  to  ncuiy's  lirst  attack,  though  rage  and  revenge  might  prompt 
>.  Carolina,  tfieui  to  make  an  attempt  against  Wilmington,  where  he 
hoj)ci?.  that  Brigadier  Moore  was  sufficiently  prepared  for 
biiccessful  opposition.  He,  therefore,  meant  to  take  post 
at  Newbern,  to  watch  the  determination  of  the  invaders, 
and  meet  them  at  any  point  tliey  might  select  for  the  thea- 
M.y  12.  trc  of  their  meditated  hostilities.  On  the  l!2th  of  May,  he 
began  to  march  for  Newbern,  directing  his  route  through 
Halifax.  Brigadier  General  Howe  attended  him.  with  his 
brave  Carolinians:  and  Colonel Mulenburg's  regiment  was 
ordered  to  follow  \\U\\  all  possible  speed.  On  his  arrival 
at  Newbern,  General  Lee  received  anotliei*  tribute  of  pub- 
lie  eonfidcnce  and  gratitude.  A  committee,  selected  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  Town,  waited  upon  him,  to  ex- 
pj'ess  the  hi.iih  sense  universally  entertained  of  his  gene- 
rous'ami  maniy  exertions  iu  defence  of  American  rights 
\rrives  at  '^'^^^  liberties ;  to  oiVer  bin:  tlicir  cordial  ccngrat  ulations  for 
Njwbeiy.,  his  ajM>earance  among  them,  at  a  time  Mhen  their  Pro- 
vince was  actuiilly  i:ri  aded  by  a  powerful  lleot  and  avmy  ; 
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and  to  assure  liim  of  their  happiness  at  finding  the  com-    CHA|P. 
mund  of  the'  troops  destined  for  their  protection,  placed  in      VIII. 
the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  his  distinguished  chai-acter.    

By  liis  direcrions,  Kemp's  Landing  had  heen  evacuated,  ' 

immedhitely  after  his  de[)ai'ture  from  Virginia ;  400  mea  Military 
stationed  at  the  Great  Biidge,  where  an  Engineer  of  ac-  measures  in 
knowledged  skill,  had  erected  such  works  as  the  ouccasion^"*"^' 
required ;  a  battalion  posted  at  Suffolk,  and  part  of  the 
4th  and  5lh  regiments  ordered  to  relieve  the  troops  under 
Woodfoi*d,  who  had  undergone  a  long  and  fatiguing  ser- 
vice, and  were  now  recalled  to  AVilliamsburg.  One  hun- 
';  dred  and  fifty  men  took  post  at  Smithlield ;  and  the  mili- 
tary concerns  of  Virginia  devolved,  during  General  Lee*s 
ul)senee,  on  Brigadier-General  Andrew  Lewis.  Colonel 
Dangei-fiehl  was-  stationed  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, with  a  small  portion  of  his  regiment.  A  rein- 
forcement of  two  hundred  men  was  soon  after  sent  to  him 
ffoui  Williamsburg,  upon  undoubted  inlelligenee  that 
13uiiuiore's  fleet  had  been  observed  running  up  into  the 
Bay. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  energetic  measures  adopt-     Dunmofp 
ed  to  preclude  the  British  from  obtaining  supplies  in  the  "f'^^  '"5 
vicinity  of  their  strong  holds,  and  along  the  banks  of  those  Lwynu's 
waters  which  their  Flotilla  infested.     By  those  measures,  Msind. 
they  wej'c  compelled  to  abandon  their  intrenchments,  and, 
after  burning  the  barracks  which  they  had  erected,  near 
the  ruins  of  Norfolk,  to  seek  a  refuge  Within  their  wooden 
walls,  where  disease,  hunger,  and  other  sufferings  still 
pursued  them.     On  the  23d  of  May,  they  were  seen  ma-      ^^"^  ^^ 
uceuvrmg  in  Hampton  roads,  with  about  103  sail.     Vari- 
ous were  the  reports  concerning  their  destination.     Some 
deserters  stated  that  they  were  going  to  Halifax  ;  others,  * 
that  Cape  Fear  was  the  rendezvous  assigned  to  them ;  by 
many  it  was  expected  that  they  would  effect  a  lahding,  and 
make  a  new  attack  on  Hampton.     Preparations  to  receive 
them  were  in  a  vigorous  train,  when,  after  several  move- 
ments, they  were  suddenly  seen  to  sail  up  the  Bay  as  be- 
fore mentioned— appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock,   and  finally  landed  and  intrenched  themselves  oa 
Gwyno's  Island,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester.     This  spot, 
naturally  pleasant  and  fertile,  and  considerably  ihinroved 
and  embellished  by  the  labors  of  husbandry,  aboundin-in 
cattle,  eseuilent  vegetables,  and  excellent  water,  and  eii- 
.loymgthe  additional  advantage  of  a  comparativelv  salu- 
brious atmosphere,  presented  to  them    a  desivable  asy- 
lum ;  but  the  seal  of  reprobation  was  now  imprhited  on 
their  foreheads,  and  tUey  were  doomed  soon  to  be  hunted 
Oiit  ot  this  Eden. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Convention  did  not  lose  siglit  of  Declaratiou 
the  transcendant  objects  which  the  singular  situation  of  of  li^^l-t^ 
their  counti-j',  ami  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
iKul  made  it  their  task  to  atcomplish.    ConformaMy  to 
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CBtAP,    one  of  the  memoi'able  resolutions  of /he  15(h  of  Mar,  »^ 
\I1I.      committee,  consisting  of  28  members  piTpared  a  "  Deitla- 
_  ration  of  i'is;hls^^*  which  Avas  reported,  fully  discussed,  and 

finallj  adopted  by  the  Convention,  on  the  12th  of  June- 
June  12.  Upon  this  foundation  the  superstructure  of  the  n€^v  go- 
Constitution  vernment  was  raised,  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  when 
the  Constitution  was  unanimously  adopted.  Early  in 
March,  South  Carolina  had  framed  a  Constitution  virtual- 
ly independent,  it  is  true,  but  only  temporary,  since  it  was 
to  exist  "  till  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies  should  take  place,  and  no  longer."  Virginia" 
was  foremost  in  absolutely  and  irrevocrbly  throwing  otf 
the  galling  and  disgraceful  yoke  of  British  oppression,  and 
in  erecting,  on  the  immutable  base  of  natural  and  social 
rights,  a  fabric  of  civil  government,  originating  in  the  will 
of  the  people,  and  sanctioned  by  their  approbation;  two 
characters  which  the  Cojnstituiion  cannot  be  denied  to  have 
possessed  at  the  time  of  its  birth,  whether  it  be  considered 
as  the  act  of  an  ordinary  Legislature,  or  as  the  offspring 
of  special  delegated  authority.* 
Mr.  Jeffer-  rpj^^  pi?€amble,  reciting  the  various  acts  of  mismle  by 
^^^  spream-  ^y],jj.|^  ^j^g  fJovernmcnt  of  Virginia,  as  formerly  ej^ercised 
under  the  Crown  of  Great- Britain,  Avas  now  totally  dissolv- 
ed, had  been  transmitted  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  from  Phila- 
delphia, wivere  that  illustrious  patriot  was  then  attending 
the  General  Congress,  together  with  a  plan  of  a  new  Con- 
stitution, or  form  of  Government ;  his  valuable  communi- 
cation reached  the  Convention  just  at  the  moment  when  the 
plan  originally  drawn  up  by  Coloirel  George  Mason,  and 
afterwards  discussed  and  amended,  was  to  receive  the  final 
sanction  of  that  venerable  bodj.     It  was  now  too  Ikte  to 


*  It  is  foreign  to  thel^rovinceof  tlie  Historian  to  consider  whether  the 
Constitution  was  merely  "  a  temporary  organization  of  Government,  fi-amcd 
by  men  possessing' no  powers  above  those  of  ordinary  Legislators,"  or  the 
act  of  a  body,  superior  to  an  ordinary'  Legislature,  nnd  appointed  for  the 
special  purpose  of  giving  to  the  people  a  form  of  Government,  intended  to 
be  permanent,  fundamental,  and  unalterable,  except  by  the  people  them- 
selves, tluough  their  immediate  Deputies.  The  acknowledged  defects  of 
that  Constitution,  defects  which  origuiated  in  novelty,  inexperience  and 
haste,  (for  letters  from  distinguished  members  of  the  Convention,  and  other 
respectable  characters  of  that  day,  at  this  very  moment  before  us,  prove 
tliat  an  arden.t,  and  even  zcdous  d^sii-e  of  creating  a  national  government, 
prevented  adequate  discussion  and  maturity)  rather  tlian  the  informality  of 
its  birth,  require,  if  not  a  total  change,  at  least,  considerable  amendments. 
And,  indeed,  the  mere  circumstance  ofits  beingaproblem  "Whether  Vir- 
ginia has  a  Constitution,  or  not,"  is  sufficient  to  induce  the  call  of  a  Con- 
vention, to  establish  genuine  fundamentals  of  government.  Mr.  Jeffci-sop 
and  Judge  Tucker  have  ably  discussed  this  subject — They  differ  in  opi- 
nion, as  to  the  original  and  nature  of  tlie  Constitution  ;  but  they  nearly  a- 
gree  as  to  its  defects,  by  far  the  most  important  part  of  the  question. 
Let  everj' Virginian,  who  has  at  heart  the  honour  and  happiness  of  his 
country,  deeply  meditate  the  observations  of  those  distinguished  Gentle- 
men, upon  points  so  closely  connected  with  both  ;  and  let  the  remedy  be 
pi'omptly  and  wisely  applied  !  fSfe  Jeffersori's  notes  ofi  Virgbiia,  and  Ticch' 
er^8  Blachs'toji-e.  "> 
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retrace  irrevious  steps  ;*  the  session  had  already  been  un-    CHAP. 
commonly  laborious  ;  and  eonsideHHions  of  personal  deli-     VIII. 

♦^acy  hindered  those,  to  whom  Mr.  JefTerson^s  ideas  were 

imparted,  from  proposing  or  urging  new  alterations.  Two  '""  ' 

or  three  parts  of  his  plan,  and  the  whole  of  his  preamble, 
however,  were  adopted  ;  and  to  this  circumstance  must  be 
ascribed  the  strong  similitude  between  (hat  preamble,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  subsequently  issued  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  both  having  been  traced  by  the 
same  pen. 

This  Constitution  is  in  the  hands  of  every  Virginian  ;  Outlines  of 
it  will,  therefore,  suffice  to  trace  here  its  outlines.  It  theConstib 
lodges  the  Executive  power  in  a  Governor,  chosen  annu-  ' 
ally  by  the  Legislature,  and  incapable  of  acting,  in  this 
public  capacity,  more  than  three  years  in  seven.  Eight 
Counsellors  assist  in  the  administration  of  the  government. 
The  Judiciary  powers  are  vested  in  several  courts.  Le- 
gislation is  exercised  by  a  General  Assembly^  cojisisting  of 
two  houses — the  one  called  the  House  of  Deleigates,  tw6 
Delegates  representing  each  county,  and  being  annually 
chosen  by  such  citizens  as  possess  an  estate  for  life,  in  100 
acres  of  uninhabited  land,  or  25  acres,  with  a  house  on  the 
same,  or  in  a  house  and  lot  in  some  town  ;  the  other  call- 
ed the  Senate,  composed  of  24  members,  chosen  every  4» 
years,  by  the  same  electors,  the  several  counties  being  dis- 
tributed into  24  Senatorial  Districts.  Besides  the  Gover- 
nor, the  Privy  Counsellors,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Courts,  ami  most  of  the  Executive  officers,  are  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly.  All  laws  ariginatc  in  the 
House  of  Delegates ;  the  Senate  approves  or  rejects  them, 
or  amends  them  with  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. Money-bills  are,  in  no  instance,  altered  by  the  Se- 
nate, but  entirely  approved  or  rejected. 

Tlie  encroachments  upon  the  original  extwit  of  Virgi-  tonsti'tuti- 
nia,  by  the  eliarters  erecting  the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  onal  clause 
Maryland,  North  and  South-Carolina,  had  always  been  jJJJfJJ.^'"^ 
subjects  of  protestation  and  complaint.  To  obviate  all  (grants  by 
subsequent  claims,  tending  to  disturb  the  harmony,  so  ne-  the  Cro\vn 
cessary  for  tlie  triumph  of  the  common  cause,  the  territo-  ^?  f^^J:^^^"^ 
rjies  contanicd  withm  those  c|iarters  were,  by  a  solemn 
eonstitutional  clause,  "  ceded,  released,  and  forever  cou- 


•  "  When  I  came  here  the  plan  of  government  had  been  committed  to  tHe 
Vhole  house.  To  those  who  had  the  chief  hand  in  forming  it,  the  oneyou 
put  into  my  hands  was  shewn.  Two  or  three  parts  of  this,  were  with  lit- 
tle alteration,  inserted  in  ihat  ;  but  such  was  the  injpatience  of  sittii>g^ 
long  enough  to  discuss  several  important  points  in  which  they  differ,  and 
so  many  other  matters  were  necessarily  to  be  dispatched  before  the  ad- 
journment, that  I  was  persuaded  the  revision  of  a  subject  the  memljers 
seemed  tired  of,  would  at  that  time  have  been  unsuccessfully  proposed. — 
Tlje  system  agreed  to,  in  my  opinion,  requii-es  reformation.  In  October, 
I  hope  you  will  effect  it." 

G.  Wyihe,  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  27th  Jidy,  \7Z^ 
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^S^T^'    ^n^^f*'  *°  ^^*^  P^^'P^^  of  those  Colonics,  reepectiyelv,  vHh 
Vlll.      allthe  ngh<s  of  property,  juristlkiion,  and  governmeui, 

-^ f"^  »'i  ^t^»^r  J-ig^ts  whatever,  which  might' at  any  tin- e 

heretofore  Jjave  been  claimed  hv  Virginia.'except  the  free 
navigation  and  use  of  the  rivers'Potomack  and  Pokomoke* 
with  the  property  of  the  Virginia  shores,  or  strands,  bor- 
dering on  either  of  the  said  rivers." 

The  last  article  of  the  Constitution  declared  tliat,  « in 
order  to  introduce  the  new  governnient,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  met  in  Convention,  should  choose  a 
ijovernor,  and  Privy-Council,  and  such  other  officers,  di- 
rected to  be  chosen  by  both  Houses,  as  might  be  iudtred 
Appoin-     necessary,  to  be  immediatelv  appointed.     In  nursuancHnf- 

ments  under  that  jiPfJV>l»     <li.»  r^ll^,  •  o'^'    "  *   "*      *"  I'l"  suance  01 

thenev/Con.  "1?^  article,  the  fo  lowing  officers  were  unanimously  ap- 
stitution.       pointed,  immediately  upon  thfi  adoption  of  the  new  mode 
ot  government. 
Jime29,         Pa trirk  Henry,  junr.  Governor. 

John  Page,  Dudley  Digges,  John  Tayloe,  John  lilair, 
'Benjamin  Harrison,  of  Berkeley?  Bartholomew  Dandridjre 
Charles  Carter,  of  Shirley ;  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  of 
Lrandon,  Counsellors  of  State.  "^ 

Thomas  WhiUng,  John  Hutchings,  Champion  Travis, 
Thomas  ]\ewton,  jr.  and  George  Webb,  Commissioners  of 
Admiralty. 

Tj.omas  Everard,  and  James  Cocke,  Commissioners  for 
Settling  Accounts. 

Edmund  Randolph,  Attorney-General. 

The  return  of  Henry  to  public  life,  and  his  appearance 
upon  a  theatre  so  favorable  to  the  display  of  his  patriotic 
zeal  and  rare  abilities,  were  greeted  by  the  people  and  by 
the  army  with  that  pure  and  vivid  satisfaction,  which  is 
at  all  times  the  best  reward  of  genius  and  virtue.  A  Com- 
mittee ol  the  House  was  nominated  to  wait  upon  him,  with 
the  notification  of  his  appointment.  Through  this  Com- 
mittee,  he  transmitted  to  the  Convention  the  following  let- 

To  the  Honor abie  the  PresuUnU 

and  House  of  Conventio7i. 

Gextif.mex, 

The  vote  of  this  day,  appointing  me  Governor  of  the 

Commonwealth,  has  been  notified  to  me  in  tlie  most  polite 

and  obliging  nianner  by  George  Mason,  Henry  Lee,  Hud- 

^y  JJigges,  John  Blair,  and  Bartholomew  Dandridge^ 

A  sense  of  the  high  and  unmerited  honor  confen-ed  up- 
Ti.T  rZ  *^'^  Convention,  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude. 
Mhjch  I  trust  my  whole  life  will  manifest.  1  take  this 
eartiest  opportuni<y  to  express  my  thanks,  which  I  wish  to 

t?r7  ,    "^ "*"'  gentlemen,  in  the  strongest  terms  of  ac-.. 
Knowicdgment, 
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AVhcn  I  pefl«ct  that  the  tyranny  of  the  British  King  and  CRAP. 
P;^iliament  has  kiiidled  a  formidahlo  wur,  now  racing  ^  ;il ' 
thiou;,-hout  this  wide  extended  Continent,  and  in  th>'  ope- 

rations  of  vhif'h  this  Comnionweiilth  must  hear  so  j^reai  a  '='' = 

part,  and  that  from  (his  war  the  histing  happiness  V  mi- 
sery of  a  jjreat  proportion  of  the  human  speeies  will  finally 
result;  that,  in  order  to  preserve  this  \oii.mouweahh 
troin  anarehv,  :unl  its  attendant  i  uin,  and  to  give  vi.jjor  to 
our  eonntils,  and  .ffeer  to  all  our  oieasttres.  government 
h:.s  been  neeessarily  assumeil  and  new  modi-lied  ;  thut  it 
IS  exposed  to  niimbeiless  hazards  and  perils,  in  iis  ihiaa- 
lino  state;  that  it  can  Uvver  attain  to  maturity,  or  ripen 
to  linnness,  unless  it  is  guarded  by  affeetionate  assiduity, 
and  managed  by  great  iibiliries,  I  lam.nt  my  want  of  ta- 
lents. I  feel  my  mind  filled  with  anxiety  and  uneasiness, 
to  find  myself  so  unequal  to  the  duties  of  tliat  impoita^t 
sUtion  to  Avhich  I  am  ealJed  by  the  favor  of  mj  fellow-ci- 
tizens, at  this  truly  critieal  conjuncture.  Tiie  errors  of 
i>)y  conduct  will  be  atoned  lor,  as  far  as  I  am  able.  b\  ua- 
weuried  endeavours  to  secure  the  freedom  ;..!(!  aappiness 
of  our  common  country. 

I  hall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  whenever  you, 
gentlemen,  sJiall  be  pleased  to  direct;  rel  ing  Ujion  he 
known  wisdom  and  virtue  of  yotir  honorable'lJouse  t<»  Hip- 
ply  my  defects,  and  to  give  permaMcncvand  success  to  that 
system  of  governm<nt  which  you  have  formed,  and  which 
IS  so  wisely  calculated  to  secure  equal  liberty,  and  ad- 
vance human  happiness. 

I  ha:ve  the  honour  to  be,  (i^c. 

„„     ^  ,  i"  IIKNia^Junio^r.       • 

Ihe  jirst  and  second  Virginia  regiments,  in  strains  ex- 
pressive of  respect  and  joy,  Congratulated  him  ••  upou  bis 
unsolicited  promotion  to  the  highest  honors  whicl:  aj-raie- 
ful  people  could  bestow." 

"  Uni-iUuenced,"  they  said,  "by  private  ambition,  re- 
gardless of  sordid  interest,-  you  have  uniformly  j)ursmd 
the  general  good  of  yoiJr  country  ;  von  have  taught  *he 
world  that  an  ingenuous  love  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  an 
inilexible  resolution  and  a  stcadv  perseverance  in  the  prac- 
tice of  every  private  and  public  virtue,  lead  directj\  to 
prelerment,  and  give  the  best  title  to  the  honors  of  an  ua- 
corrupted  and  vigorous  state 

«*  Once  happy  under  your  militarv  command,  we  hope 
tor  more  extensive  blessings  from  your  civil  administra- 
tion. 

"  Our  hearts  are  wiliing>  and  arms  ready,  to  support 
your  authority,  as  ch'ef  magistrate;  happv  that  we  have 
lived  to  see  the  day  when  freedom  and  eqiia'l  ri;<hts.  rs^ib^ 
Iislie.l  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  siiuU  prevail  Lhrouah 
f  He  land  I"  *  ^ 

W 
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Cn  A.P.  In  rctnrning  his  cordial  thanks  for  an  address  so  strongs 
VIH.  Iv  expressive  of  confidence  and  attachment,  the  new  Go- 
vernor said :  «  „  .  . 
■I  it  i  he  high  appointment  to  which  m.y  fellQw-citizens 
have  called  me,  was,  indeed,  unsolicited,  unmerited.  I 
am,  therefore,  under  increased  obligation  to  pvoaiote  the 
safety,  dignity.  And  happiness  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"  While  the  civil  powers  are  employed  in  establishing  a 
system  of  government,  liberal,  equitable,  in  every  part  of 
which  the  genius  of  equal  liberty  breathes  her  blessed  in- 
fluence, to  you  is  assigned  the  gloiious  task  of  saving  by 
your  valour,  all  that  is  dear  to  mankind.  Go  on,  Gentle- 
men, to  finish  the  great  work,  wliich  you  have  so  nobly  an 
so  successfully  begun.  Convince  tyrants  again,  that  they 
shall  bleed,  that  you  will  bleed  to  your  last  drop,  before 
their  wicked  schemes  find  success. 

"  Tlie  remembrance  of  m\  former  connexions  with  you, 
shall  be  ever  dear  to  me.  I  honor  your  profession.  I  re- 
vere that  patriot  virtue  which,  in  your  conduct,  has  pro- 
duced clicciful  obcdirnce,  exemplary  courage,  and  con- 
tempt of  hardship  aiul  danger." 
Jul  5.  O  I  the  5fh  dav  of  JalV.  the  Governor,  flic  Members  of 

Aiij  >arn-       the  Privy  Council,  and  other  Exofutive  officers   took  tho 
meat  of  the    ppg-gj^jve  oaths  prescribed  for  them  by.an  ordinance  pass- 
Convenuon.   ^  ^  .^^  ^^^^  preceding  day.     Thus  was  an  independent  Com- 
moiiweiilth  comphMch  organized  in  Virginia.   Aftei-  alter- 
ing such  parJs  of  tli'e   liihiirgy  as  related   to  the  King's 
MTije-ty  and  the  Royal  Family,  the  CouACntion  adjourned 
thcmsgives  to  the  first  Monday  in  the  ensuing  October. 
Summary  of  •  The  pro.eedings  of  il;at  body  during  the  session  termi- 
thdi  pio-      nat.-d   by  (his  adjournment,  though  not  extensive  as  to 
c«eding-s.      number,  weie  ext'remelv  important  in  su!)stance.     The  de- 
claration of  rights,  and  the  new  form  of  governnienl  would 
alono  have  sudiced  to  illustrate  this  period;   but  we  may 
ad<l  to  them  useful  regulations  for  the  better  defence  and 
protection  of  the  Colony,  the  erection  of  salt  works,  the 
csiablishment  of  a  naval  board,  the  raising  of  additional 
troops  of  horse,  the  punisluneut  of  the  enemies  of  Ameri- 
ca, theadministrat^n  of  justice,  the  management  of  fiscal 
affairs,  and  the  prevention  of  fraud  in  counterfeiting  th« 
Continental  paper-currency.     The  letters  from  Lord  Gcr- 
maine  to  Governor  Kden  also  employed,  at  an  early  date, 
the  attention  of  the  Convention.     Justly  irritated  by  the 
tenor  of  those  letters,  they  desired  the  Convention  of  Ma- 
ryland to  seize  on  tlie  person  of  the  obnoxious  Governor, 
and  a  request  was  'made  by  the  Continental  Congress  to 
the  same  body,  that,  when  secured  they  would  send  him  to 
Philadelphia.     General  Lee  had  already  urged  tlie  mea- 
sure to  Mr.  Purvoyance.  Chairnian  of  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  who  ac*lnally  dispatcheil  Captain  Smith,  with 
forty  minute-men  to  seize  the  person  of  Governor  Eden* 
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and  did  seize  his  sailing-boaf.    The  Committee  of  safety    CHAP. 
at  Annapolis,  and  the  military  assembhd  there,  expirssfd      VUI. 
great  discontent  at  the  liold  step  taken  by  Mr.  Purvoy-  J 

ance,   and  opposed  its  exeeutioo.     Governor  Kden  was,  " 

however,  desired  t^  .qive  his  word  that  he  would  not  leave 
the  Colony,  until  the  meetinj;  of  the  General  Convejition, 
and  Mr.  Purvoyanee  was  also  made  to  ^ive  bail  for  his 
appearance  then-  at  that  time.  Th^  Convaptiou  met.  imd, 
instead  of  complviig  wiili  what  was  reqin-sled  «»f  th»'m  on 
that  point,  simply  intimated  to  Eden  their  wish  (hat  he 
should  retire  on  i)oaid  one  of  the  King's  ships  ;   and  the 
Presidenr and  others  attended  him  to  tlie  water  side.     He  . 
repaired  on  Iward  the  Fowey.  \vith  a  safe  conduet  from  that 
Convention,  it  being  intended  that  he  should  leave  Anna- 
polis for  England.     To  that  safe  conduct,  the  Convention 
of  Virginia  refused  to  become -accessary,  resenting  the  im- 
proper forbearance  shewn  to  so  dangerous  an  enem>  of  th» 
common  cause,  the  little  attention  paid  to  iheir  request 
and  tp  the  recommendation  of  t'ongress,  and  the  facilities 
thus  afforded  to  Eden  tor  assisting  in  the  destruction  of 
Vir;;inia;  for,  it  was  su^iposed  that  he  would  not  repair 
to  England  ;  and,  supposing  lie  should,  it  was  feared  lest 
be  might  assume  the  character  of  a  public  agent,  and  by 
promoting»division  and  disunion  among  the  Colonies,  pro-, 
duce  consequences  most  fatal  to  America      At  the  same 
time,  (he  Convention  of  Virginia  warned  the  good  people 
of  Marvland  to  guard  against  the  intrigues  and  inimical 
disposition  of  the  insidious  (jovernor,  as  well  as  against 
the  baneful  proprietary  influence.— Another  remarkable 
proceeding  of  the  Cojivention  was  the  choice  of  ti.  Wythe, 
Thos.  Nelson,  junr.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Thos.  Jetferson,  and 
J'rancis  Lightibot  Lee,  to  represent  Virginia  in  Gi-neral 
Congress  for  one  year.     This  reduction  of  the  number  of 
Delegates  to  five  was  predicated  on  two  ostensible  motives, 
economy,  and  a  wish  to' obtain  the  aid  of  the  supernumera- 
ries in  the  ainluous  business  of  internal  government-     It 
appears,  however,  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Rickraaa 
as  Phvsician  and  Director-General  to  the  Continental  Hos- 
pital in  the  Colony,  had  created  much  preiudice  against 
Col.  Harrison,  because  that  appointment  was  ascribed  to 
his  iniluenee,  and  Dr.  M'Clurg,  a  native,  and  regular  bred 
Pliysjcian  of  eminent  abilities,  strongly  recomiiiended  by 
the*  Committee  of  safety  and  General  Lee,    had  by  that 
means«remained  unemployed.     As  to  Mi-,  lit-axton.  his  ad- 
di'css  on govermnmt  was  not  univci-sally  relished ;  and  his 
popularity  had  been,  in  some  degree,  impaired  by  persons 
■whose  political  indiscretions,  though  bevoijd  his  conti-oul, 
fatally  reacted  aga«n>t  him.     Thomas  Jeff,  rson  had  inti- 
mated a  wish  to  decline  a  re-election,  but  his  excuses  were 
overruled  by  the  Convention.     This  re-api»ointment,  how- 
ever, iasuperable  don^estic  impediments  did  not  permit  him 
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riJAP.    to  acpept*  and  Benjn.  Harrison  resumed,  in  consMjuenc© 

>»IJ        01  Tlijs  tiiciunslriiuc,  his  forniei-  station   in  <1m'  Gm.  ral 

.„.  J'oiigiess.  receiving  at  ihe  same  lime,  ih«-  i  hunks  of  I  he 

Li^j^islaiurefoi- «he  diligence,  abiliiv,  and  iun-giil^  with 

vvl  i(L  he  bin   before  dis«'hapged  the  like  fnist. 

We  have  left  General  Lee  in  INorth  Carolina,  wa? chine 
the  njotions  of  tin  foruiidahle  British  armament,  collected 
at  C»j»o  r»'i.r,  and  ready  to  convey  assistance  \\h(revcr  i^ 
mighi  be  wanfid.     The  intentions  of  the  em  mv  soon  be- 
came h  Miif^sl.     On  the  first  of  June,  advice  was  rrceivtd 
bv  ',h    President  of  South  Caroli,;a,  thai  a  fleet  of  foM.v  or 
•  fifvsitil  ha(i  am  bored  about   six   leagues  from    feuliiviic's 
Island.     It  uHs  justh  S'i!.|>«'S<'d  to  be  Sir  P.  Pwrker's  fleet, 
and  ?his  opinion  was  ronfii  nied  bv  an  express  from  Cene- 
i'5i!  Lfe,  announcing  that  the  eneiuv  had  sailed  from  (ape- 
Gen.  Lee      Feai .  and  tliat  he  was  himself  hasK  ning  to  the  Hs^islanee 
ciSkston    «fC'''''*'<'^'onwith  tbr  CominenCiJ  r.-gin.ents.    'I  he  alarm 
gnns  '  a«!  alread^y  heen  fued.  and  the  militia  of  the  country, 
0b«  (iient  a.  tlu  c  11  oi"  the  President,  flocked  to  the  Ameri- 
can standam.     On  the  5th.  a  body  of  British  troops  landed 
and  en^ampcii  on  Long  Island,  separated  onlv  bv  a  snrdU 
creek  from  Sullivwn'j,  Jslaud.     This  Ia9t  L*  situated  about 
six  miles  below  the  neck  of  land,  formed  by  the  confluence 
«f  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers,  and  on  wliich   Cliarleston 
stands.     Its  pro.vimiiy  to  the  channelVenders  it  a  favora- 
ble station  for  annoying,  if  not  destroying  ships,  in  their 
?».pioach?othc|To\\n.    At  fhiscrilical  juncture,  a  Fort  of 
.P.ilmeti(>  wood  had  been  raised  there,  but  yet  remained  in 
an  unfinished  slate.     The  Palmetto  is  pecufiarlv  suited  for 
8Mch  a  purpose.f     Its  tjunk  is  from  twenty  to  forty  feet 
loM-.  entirely  without  branches  ;  and  its  ligneous  part  is  so 
s«if(  and  spungy  that  a  cunnon  ball  sinks  into  it  without 
splintering,  and  becomes  there  perfectly  innoxious.     On 
the  Foit  alluded  to,  about   ^6  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance, 
and  as  man^  eighteen  and  nine  pounders,  had  been  hasJilj 
mounted.     It  was  there  fhat  the  first  great  hostile  enter- 
prizi  of  the  British  power  in  the  South  was  destined  to 
meet  with  unprecedented  repulse  and  (Jjsgrace.     The  un- 
accounuible   procrastination,   and  singular  blunders  with 
which  that  enterprizc  was  marked,  must  strike  the  most 
superficial  observer.     Sr  veral  days  had  al  cadv  eiapsed  in 
langour  and  inaction.     On  the  7ih.  a  boat  wiJh  a  Flag  ad- 
vanced towards  the  Island  ;  an  ignorant  centinel  fired  at  \i ; 
ami  to  an  officer  sent  to  explain  the  mistake,  Sir  IT  Clin- 
ton delivered  a  proclamaiion  similar  to.the  tender  of  par- 
don which  he  had  issued  in  ^orth  Carolina.     This  impor- 
tan!  measure  only  served  to  afl[*ord  to  the  Americans  more 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  13. 

f  The  Chamarops  Palmetto  of  Michaux. 


fJmc  for  preparation.  Genei-al  Lee,  Brif»a«1ier-G^r.p,ral  ('HA.P. 
H.twe,  CoUiiR'ls  BiiUelt  tind  Jenifer.  aiuJ  s<'Vi*ral  otlier  ^  111. 
officers,  together wi<h  thetroo|Vs  under tljcir  lomtnam!.  ar- 
rived on  the  9lh.  The  pivsence  of  Lee  diffuijud  in  Chailes-  ■-'---- 
ton,  as  every  whefe  else,  joy,  eonfidinee,  and  warlike  ar- 
dour; his  active  }i;enius  ])repsired  (he  hriliiant  success  which 
"Was  soon  to  erown  the  American  arujs  Pi'e«ident  Rurhd;;^;* 
and  General  Aiiusliong  had  already  comijieneed  <he  giori- 
l^ous  task  Nodiing  tan  equal  the  zeal  and  devotion  of  (he 
2^citizens.  Many  edifices ol  consideralile  value  weie  [nsllcd 
down  on  the  wharves,  for  the  purpose  of  ereetinsi;  these 
lines  of  defenpe;  epirenehments  Wei'c  ihrovvn  up  round  the 
Town,  and  the  prineipul  streets  baricaded ;  every  peison, 
"without  distinction,  took  a  share  in  (hoseiuiportant  worksu 
Several  transports  liad  crossed  the  bar  without  much  in- 
jury, two  only  having  run  agr6nn;',  one  of  which  was  ujfi- 
ma(ely  saved,  and  the  other  went  to  pieces.  The  Biisroi 
and  the  Experiment,  both  of  them  fiOy  gun  sliips,  also 
passed  safely  over,  at  diffcrenr  tiirics.  after  beiig' lighten- 
ed of  (heir  guns.  An  a'tack  was  daily  expected,  anl  every 
dii*posi<ioo  had  been  ma'Ie  to  re})el  ihc  foe.  -  Col  G  uls.leii, 
at  the  head  of  (he  lirst  Sou^h  Carolina  r»'a;imrni.  was  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Johnson,  about  three  miles  fioin  Chiirhiston, 
and  within  point  blank  shot  of  (he  channel.  I'ohinels 
Moultrie  and  Thomson,  with  (he  s  cond  a)id  tliird  regi- 
ments of  ?outh-CarolmiiJPDecu'iiied  the  two  extr<  iJiiiies  of 
Sullivan's  Island.  At  FfandreH's  Point,  and  on  (he  margin 
of4he  Bay,  In  front  of  the  Ti»wn.'*(he  rest  nf  «he  troops 
were  posted.  Clinton  hail  fixed  on  the  2;3d  for  a  joint  at- 
tack by  the  fleet  and  the  army;  bu(  (hat decisive  blow  w;iS 
pos(poaed  till  thc2Sth,  owing  (oh  series  di  i'ircunjs(a!ices, 
wliich  seemed  to  be  providendally  oroered  for  the  (riuntph  • 

of  the  A'n**''i(5itti  cause.  The  ardour  of  (he  pad  iot  anny, 
far  from  being  damped  hy  awful  suspence.  was  hourh  in- 
creased by  (he  example  and  (he  exritemen:  <if  heroic  and 
undaunted  chiefs.  An  oath  of  fldeli(y  proposed  to  tiie  niiJi- 
tia,  was  cheerfully  assented  to — ii  was  the  harbinger  ot 
victory.  "       *  • 

On  the  memorable  28th,  the'Fort  on  Sullivan's  Island  The T?iitish 
was  briskly  attacked  by  the  Rrisfal  and  Experiment,  two  j! '  ^'i^ :j!''j' 
fifty  gun-ships,  (as  already  observed,)  the  Active,  A<'tron,        '^  ' 

Solebay,  and  Syren,  four  frigates,  nuaiiitiijg  each  28  gusis, 
the  Spbynx  of  20  guns,  tiie-Fiiendship.  armed  vessel  of  22 
guns,  the  Ranger  Sloop  and  Thtincier  bomb,  each  of  ei.tvht 
guns.  TheThunder-bomu.  covered  !m  the  itrmed  vessel 
the  Fr!ln(l*ihip,  began  the  attack,  between  10  and  ti 
o'clock  in  the  mornin.e;.  Her  hail  of  shells  was  widiout 
effect,  the  Active,  Dtistol,  Experiment,  and  So!ebay.  (hen 
boldly  advanced.  A  little  before  11  o'clock,  (he  r;arrisoii 
fired  4  or  .T  shot  a(  (he  Active,  wliile  under  sail.  Tliese 
she  did  not  seem  to  regard,  but  c6ming  within  3^0  yards  of 
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CIT AP.    the  Fort,  dropped  anchor,  and  poured  in  a  broad  side.    Her 

VIII.      example  mus  immediately  followed  by  the  3  other  ships  ; 

and  tremendous  and   incessant  cannonades  ensued.     The 

■•■^==  Thunder- bomb  continued,  at  the  same  time,  to  throw  shells. 
A  firing  was  then  heard  from  the  Noiih  East  extremity 
of  tlie  Island  ;  and  the  Acteon.  Sphynx,Vind  Syren  wer« 
ieen  coming  up.  Tliey  liad  been  ordered  to  take  tlreii* 
«tations  between  the  Western  end  of  the  Island  and  Charles- 
ton, so  as  to  enfilade  tlmt  side  of  the  Fort  yet,  iiufinishedy 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  prevent  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Island  and  thp  continent,  and  obstruct  any  effort 
that  might  h:ive  been  attempted  to  interrupt  the  grand  at- 
tack. The  guardian  spirit  of  America  permitted  not  the 
execution  of  a  plan,  which  must  inevitabl\  have  proved  fa- 
tal to  the  attacked  Citrtress,  and  its  defenders.  While  ad- 
\aneing.  t>ie  three  vessels  just  nanied,  got  entangled  with 
a  shoal,  called  the  iJtidd/f-^wuTid.  The  Sphynx  and  Ac- 
teon, ran  'foul  of  each  other  ;  the  Acteon  sturk  fast ;  the 
Sphynx  lost  her  bowsprit  in  consequence  of  the  accident, 
whilst  the  Syrejn  escaped  without  much  injury.  But  it 
was  now  too  late  for  efficient  co-operation.  The  Bombi 
vessel  had  ceased  firing.  In  t)ie  atiernnon,  however,  the 
Syren,  in  cojipany  with  the  Friendship,  came  within  600 
yards  of  the  Fort,  and  increased  the  euf'my's  fire.  This 
was  coniioued  till  11  at  night.  Vain  reinforcement !  Fruit- 

andarere-    less  obstinacy  !  Tiie  lu'ave  M(»mkrie,  and  las  raw  and  un- 

puig«d.  experienced,  but  intrepid  force.  I'ipmainefl  calm,  unappall- 
ed,ai.>d  regardless  ofswy  thing  but  honor  and  duty,  amid 
the  tremendous  roar  of  the  hostile  artillery.  Cool  and  de- 
liberate, they  reserved  their  fire  for  the  moment  when  it 
could  have  a  most  extensive  effect.  Accordingly  the  ene- 
my-s  ships  were,  most  of  them,  nearly  torn  to  pieces  ;  and 
his  loss  in  men  was  considerable.  The  Bristol  particu- 
larly suffered ;  a  shot  cut  her  cable,  and  she  remained  for 
sometime  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  from  the  Fort.  Forty 
of  her  men  were  killed  and  71  wounded;  CapJain  ?fiorris, 
■who  conimandcd  her,  lost  his  arm.  The  Experiment  had 
23  killed,  and  76  wounded.  Scolt,  her  Captain,  also  lost  his 
arm.  I^ord  Wui.  Campboll,  the  late  Governor  of  the  Co- 
lony, dearly  paid  for  his  quixotic  ardour  in  ^jLteuipting  to 
recover  his  hjst  authority  ;  he  received,  in  his  left  side,  a 
deadly  wo-uid.  Sir  P.  Parker  himself  was  wounded, 
though  not  dangerously.  The  Acteon  had  a  Lieutenant 
killed  and  six  men  mounded.  On  the  Solebay,  eight  men 
were  disabled.  We  have  noticed  the  accident  which 
chained  the  Acteon  to  the  shoals  of  the  middle^iground. 
Next  morning,  the  shattered  ships  of  the  ene^y,  having 
slipped  their  cables  during  the  night,  were  observed  about 
2  miles  from  the  Island.  The  Acteon  alone,  unable  to 
disentangle  herself,  had  remained  within  reach  of  the  Fort 
— the  garrison  fired  seveial  shot  at  her  j  she  at  first  return- 


ed  them  ;  but  soon  after,  h<>r  crew,  despftirinj*  of  sueeess  In  CTIAP. 
geffinjij  her  o(f,  set  her  o:i  fire,  and  ahanfloned  her,  leaving  Vlll. 
the  colours  ilvinfjj,  t!ie  j^iins  load<;d,  and  all  hep  annminiti 
on  and  stopi's  heh'.nd.  They  were  scarcely  i;one  when  se- 
veral boats  from  the  Island  repaii*e<l  to  her  ;  the  flames  ra- 
pidly spveadin;^  on  all  sides,  did  not  prevent  Licilenant 
Jacol)  >IiHii;an,  with  other  Americans,  rom  brmj^inj;  o'X 
her  jack,  hell,  and  as  many  sails  and  stores  as  the  hoat*  , 
,  could  contain.  J^rhey  even,  in  this  dangerous  situation,  iired 
S  of  her  j^nns  at  the  Klritish  Conmojlore,  after  whl«-U  they 
quitted.  She  blew  up  in  l?ss  than  h.iU'an  haur  after  tiieir 
dcjiarture.  The  loss,  on  the  si'le  of  the  Americans,  was  in- 
considerable.    The  garrison  had  only  10  u\*>n   killed,  and 

22  wounded.      Lieutenants' ,  and  Gray  wer« 

anion';;  the  latter.     The  works  oT  the  Fort  received  little 
injury  from  the  many  thousand  shot  fired  by  tlie   British, 
The  softness  of  the  Pulmeilo  wood  reniieied  such  as  struck 
the  For!  nearly  ini'dectual  ;  but  scarcely  a  hut  or  tree  oa 
the  Island  escajied.     A!  the  beginning  of  tlie  action,  Ge-ie- 
ral  Lee  Wi»«  at  Haddrell's  point ;  he   soon  repaired  to  th« 
Fort,  in  a  small  boat,  through  a  shower  of  balls,  and  re- 
mained there  sometime.     '•  The  behaviour  of  the  garrison, 
both  men  and  officers,  with  Colonel  Moultrit^  at  theii*  head 
The  wj'ites  to  the  Pre«;ident  of  the  Virginia  Convention) 
I  confess,  astonisiied  me  ^it  was  brave  to  (he  last  degree.    I 
had  no  idea  that  so  much  cooln-ss  and  intrepidity  could  be 
displa\ed  by  a  collection  of  raw  recruits,  as  I  v»a3  witne^ 
of  in  this  garrison — had  we  been  better  supplied  with  am- 
munition, it  is  most  probable  the   whole  British  squadron 
would  have  been  utterly  destroyed.     However,  they  Iiavc 
no  reason  to  triumph  ;  k.c.  &c."     Although  the  limits  of 
our  plan  do  not  properly  admit   of  extensive  details,  we 
cannot  forbear  paying,  in  this  place,  our  tril)ute  of  admi- 
ration to  the  noble  conduct  of  two  American   Sergeants. 
In  an  early  part  of  the  engagement,  the  flag-staff  was  shot 
away  :     Sergeant  Jasper  of  the  Grenadiers,  immediately 
jumped  from  one  of  the  embrazures  on  the  beach,  took  up 
the  flag,  and  fixed  it  on  a  spunge-staff ;  with' this  sacred 
badge  in  one  of  his  hands,  he  mounted  the  merlon,  and 
there  leisurely  planted  it,  amid  a  shower  of  balls,  flying  a- 
round  him.     Sergeant  M'Donald,  while  strenuously  and 
un{|fiuntedly  exerting  himself,  was  shattered  by  a   cannon 
ball  ;  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes,  exhorting  his  comrades, 
to  his  very  last  breath,  steadily  to  pM'severe  in  the  conflict, 
and  to  shew  themselves  worthy  of  tlie  noble  cause  for  which 
he  now  bled.     .Jasper,  after  removing  the  lifeless  hero  out 
of  sight,  fought  with  increased  ardour,  exclaiming  from 
time  to  time  :    "  Take  good  aim.    conu'ades  ;'  let  us  a- 
venge  the  death  of  the  brave  M' Donald  !"     The  day  after 
the   action,  President  Kutledge,   presented    hiin    with    a 
sAvord,  as  a  tribute  of  esteem  for  his  distinguished  valour. 
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Cll.U».    A*  rt^  E"st-eml  afih   JslanJ,  ro^oj^oVs  Tliomsott,  Clark, 

V!-^.         ,,!  H<u\j  wxi'f  f*iationenl  wi»h  part   of  llioii*   resi>cetiv& 

i)s.  aii  eiij;i.ret'n  pouiule!'.  juul  a  fiel(J-pi«'ce  ;  Uicy   pre- 

'  V.  nf«d  ll<,(M-o-ojMr;i«io'.  «f  <(u*  drtavbment  on  Long;  Island," 

and  tlii-s  liisidhii;  o*.'  troops  fVan;  l!i'«  flp>t.  fn  flie  I'.fternoon, 
t  <.:i»rK-J  Mi:  hrtUiiHon,  reiii- 

ioicetl  tii<'»i.  :.  -■      's  .\^ero  reotlered 

torylly   iisil*  during  t'  ,;onu"n<,"    says   Dr. 

EiUUHuv,  <*  tiii' s:;:' lijitaiUf^  cT  <  i«;iri(:.(.on  siood  wiili  arms 
in  tiieir  hands  :\t  their  rcsneclivi^  pos<s,  prepafrfd  to  receive? 
tkr  Biiti-jj!,  v»benov(  •'ii.rht  land.     Impressed  \\\ih 

high  ideas  of  liri(isl.  .  and  diffident  of  the  maiden 

coi'.ruge  ol  tlieir  own  new  ?3?oops,  tliey  were  apprehensive 
tha;  (he  Foris  would  be  ei<her  silenced  or  passed,  ai>d  that 
the  sljiould  be  called  to  imujcdjate  action,  TIx?  various 
p;.,3iw5is  of  tlic  mind  as«uns'^d  alternate  sway,  and  marked 
t!uj'.' vtiiintenanccs  with  anxious  f<^rs  or  cheerful  hopes. 
Their  resoliUio  )  was  fixed  to  inert  the  invaders  a<  the  wa- 
ii'm  edge,  a'jd  dispute  evcrv  inch  of  j^routid,  trusting  the  e- 
veiit  to  Heaven,  and  preffrrin^^  death  to  slaveiy.*'  The 
t'iunks  of  CpngvcBs  were  tir..i:;i).'>r:S(ly  •\o!:'(:  to  Tenir  1 
lii'e.aud  Col(.'n<^]s  IMonlh  '  "   ])or.itoi;.. 

conduct  on  this  nicmoraly!»  «!-.^^ .  rlullicul*' lil/s  vi!i_,iiii- 
ans,  and  yiejSorth  Carolina  Jroop?  were  eoMipiiiiipntrd  Uy 
the  Comujand*'r  in  Chief,  a  j  *'  ec]«ril]y  alert,  zealous  and 
spirited;"  and  ihcFcrt  took  frens  that  time  tl^e  name  of 
•t  Moultrie,' in  honoitr  to  On  brave  patriot  then  at  tho 
leu'.i  of  its  garrison.  '"^' 

That  this  expediiion  was  ill  pl.r.ncd  ond  ill-eonduetf  d.  is 
sufiicieiitly  oh\1ou-.  Brit<a'.licr  Rohcp*  Howe,  f]:us  writes 
on  the  suhject,  to  his  friend.  Colonel  Wccdford^  then  at 
TV'illian5s!)urg : 

«'  The  enen»y  have  iimik  a  fine  hand  of  it.  Every  thing 
^\as  in  their  power,  had  they  not  trified  away  their  time, 
and  given  us  an  op[iortunity  of  coming  up  with  troops,  and 
the  miUtia  of  this  country  to  collect  thems<dves:  It  would 
be  impossible  within  the  verge  of  a  letter  to  give  you  a  de- 
tail of  theif  blunders  ;  I  must  reserve  it  for  our  meeting, 
which,  I  hope,  draws  near.  T!uir  at t'e nipt  upon  Sulli- 
van's Island  was  a  wretched  piece  of  policy;  but  this  is 
exceeded  ly  the  nsanner  of  r.iaking  it,  They  had  no  bu- 
siress  to  have  attacked  it  at  Jsll.  because  by  running  \^y  it 
with  a  f.iir  wind,  and  strong  tide  (v/hi^h  could.have  been 
effected  with  very  little  luss)  they  might  have  probably  ta- 
k^'nCharlesJon.  and  tlie  Island  must  hare  fallen,  of  coui'se. 
But,  if.they  were  determi  '  '  isttaek  it.  they  ought  to 
have  s^tavioned  their  ships  c  and  to  have  assailed 

it  in  reverse,  while  they  v.  ^n  batiering  it  in  front.  This 
town,  when  we  arrived,  had  only  900  men  in  it.  These 
were  all  militia,  most  of  ilsem  ij  differc'dly  av"'<'d ;  the 
landing  places  numerous,  macy  of  them  not  within  rcaeJi 
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rtfa  single  battery;  the  Town  very  extensive  and  open  on    CHAP. 
every  side ;  so  that  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  800      VIII. 
ineo,  assisted  by  tJic  ships,  might  have  taken  possesi^io^i  of 
it,  kv. "  === 

The  effects  of  fliis  victory  were  incalculably  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  Amei-ica.  The  fears  of  the  timid  were  allayed ; 
the  hopes  of  tiie  sanguine  increased  ;  and  the  malignity  of 
the  disaffected  neutralized  for  a  time.  A  circumstance 
not  unworthy  of  remark,  was  the  continueil,  and  apparent- 
ly marvellous  opposition  of  General  Lee  to  Sir  Henry 
Cliaton — along  a  coast  of  vast  extent,  he  seemed  to  haunt 
him,  like  some  dire  genius,  forcing  him  to  retreat  where- 
€ver  he  appeared.  New-York,  Hampton-Roads,  Cape-Fear, 
und  Charleston,  successively  witnessed  that  singular  oc- 
CLirence- 

This  refulgence  of  success  in  the  South,  besides  its  local  State  erf  jt, 
effects,  greatly  contributed  to  cheer  the  gloom  which  the  filirV^^the 
unfoi'tunate  issue  of  the  ex[)£cHtion  into  Canada  had  spread  Nonlr. 
over  the  North.  Every  general  history  of  the  revolution- 
ary war,  offers  the  details  of  that  series  of  disasters,  which 
followed  tlic  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Quebec,  and  the 
death  of  the  heroic  Montgomery.  Of  these  disasters,  it  is 
•  sufficient  for  us  to  observe  that  they  forced  Congress  to 
turn  their  attention  from  projects  of  conquest,  to  schemes 
of  defence,  on  that  side  also.  The  celerity  and  valour  of  a 
daring  and  adventurous  band,  had  conquered  Crown -Point, 
Ticonderoga,  St.  Johns,  and  Montreal.  Quebec  itself  had 
nearly  fallen  into  their  hands.  But  the  scene  was  soon 
reversed.  A  phalanx  of  warriors  ever  intrepid  and  un- 
appallcd,  ever  bent  on  extraordinary  atchievements,  and 
whot|i  the  spirit  of  the  departed  Montgomery  still  seemed 
to  inspire,  but  worn  out  with  fatigue,  sickness,  and  want, 
were,  in  some  measure,  abandoned  to  themselves,  in  the 
midst  of  a  country  whose  natives,  occasionally  exasi)ei*at- 
ed  by  the  irregularities  incident  to  war  and  conquest,  no 
longer  hailed  their  appearance  as  that  of  deliverers,  no 
longer  favored  and  aided  their  operations,  but  turned  a- 
gaiust  them  in  hostile  array.  Considerable  reinforcenietfts 
now  enabled  the  British  not  only  to  expel  them  from  a 
Piovince  to  which  they  laid  a  peculiar  claim,  but,  aided 
by  ruthless  hordes  of  Indian  allies,  and  a  portion  of  the 
mei'cenaries  whom  the  sfiainbles  of  Germany  had  furnish- 
ed, to  advance  against  the  Forts  lately  acquired  by  the 
Colonial  army,  and  in  their  turn  to  threaten  Jtavasion.  at- 
tended witli  more  than  usual  horrors.  The  immense  force 
gathering  for  that  purpose  to  its  destined  point  of  concen- 
tration, ehited  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  depressed  those 
of  America,  Every  eye  was  now  anxiously  turned  to  tliat 
«hain  of  Lakes  and  Rivers,  which  formed  t !ie  >7ortliern 
Frontier,  and  where  Schuvler  and  Gates,  forgetting  iJie 

'  X 
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CHAP,    adverse  pretensions  of  military  pie-eminence,  harmonized 
VIII.      their  views  and  their  exertions,  in  order  to  prepare  the 

success  of  falure  resislance,  and  the  triumph  of  the  com- 

^^^^^^~  mon  cause,  on  that  important  theatre. — About  the  iniddle 
of  March  preceding,  General  Washington  had,  indeed,  giv- 
en a  glorious  earnest  of  that  splendid  destiny  which  the  su- 
preme ruler  of  all  human  events  reserved  for  him.  He 
had,  almost  without  effusion  of  blood,  compelled  General 
Howe  to  evacuate  Boston,  and  thus  Restored  the  first  vic- 
tims of  Ministerial  vengeance  to  the  safe  and  peaceable  en- 
joyment of  their  ancient  lights,  releasing  them  from  the 
odious  pressure  of  civil  and  military  despotism,  and  by  the 
speedy  and  disgraceful  flight  to  which  the  enemy  had  been 
forced,  inspiring  auspicious  confidence  and  cheerful  hopes. 
But  this  was  only  a  local  benefit.  After  retiring  to  Hali- 
fax, and  there  concerting  new  plans  of  hostile  operations, 
Howe  again  put  to  sea,  and,  on  the  25th  of  June,  appeared 
at  Sandy-Hook,  w here  he  was  informed  by  Goveraor  Try- 
on,  of  every  circumstance  connected  with  the  plan  of  an  at- 
tack upon  New-York  — Many  were  the  disaffected  in  the 
city,  and  in  the  whole  Colony  ;  ardent  was  their  zeal,  and 
high  their  hopes.  The  American  Commander  in  Chief, 
scarcely  could  muster  9000  effective  men  ;  most  of  these 
were  raw  troops,  and  wretchedly  armed.  If  he  and  his 
patriot  band  should  escape  internal  snares  and  domestic 
hostility,  their  destruction  by  General  Howe,  and  the  for- 
midable reinforcements  hourly  expected  from  Great-Bri- 
tain, was  inevitable.  With  this  intelligence,  and  these  flat- 
tering expectations,  Howe  possessed  himself  of  Statcn-Is- 
land,  on  the  second  day  of  July. 


CHAFTER  IX. 


neclaration  of  Imlepctidence,  hij  the  General  Congress — 
Bunmore  is  driven  from  Gwynn^s  Island'-*-Goes  wp  the 
Potomack — Leaves  Virginia — Hostilities  of  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees — Defeat  and  submission  of  these  Savages 
— Return  of  General  Lee  to  the  JVorth — First  meeting  of 
the  General  Asscmblif  of  Virginia — Chief  proceedings  of 
that  Bod]) — Dictatorial  scheme — Military  events  to  the 
J^^orfhivard — Invasion  oflihode  Island — American  suc- 
cess at  Sea — Critical  state  of  American  Affairs — Forti- 
tude of  Congress  in  this  crisis — Articles  of  Confederati- 
on and  perpetual  union — Extensive  powers  given  to 
General  Washington — Financial  difficulties — Friendly 
dispositions  of  most  European  powers — Leading  objects  of 
the  mission  to  France — Dr.  Franklin  arrives  in  France 
— Other  missions — Military  events  during  the  Winter  and 
the  Spring — Howe  sails  from  Sandy  Hook — Events  on  the 
Lakes, 

THE  interval  between  the  commencement  of  the  \far,    CHAP. 
and  the  period  at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  presents  a       jx. 
strange  civil  and  political  phenomenon.     It  is  a  principle 
of  the  British  Constitution,  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  - 
and  a  metaphysical  distinction  is  established  between  him    ^^^^  ^  . 
and  his  Ministers.     Hence  the  singular  contrast  observa-  tuatknfofA^ 
ble  in  the  language  and  practice  of  the  Colonies,  in  1775,  meiica  for 
and  the  early  part  of  1776.     Setting  aside  the.  ideal  dis-  s^"*®  *^°^^- 
tinction  just  alluded  to,  we  see  war  waged    against  a  Mo- 
narch to  whom  assurances  of  loyalty  and  fidelity  were  fre- 
quently given.     His  authority  was  opposed  by  force   of  • 
arms,  and,  at  the  same  time,  justice    was  administered 
in  the  name  of  that    authority  ;  nay,   prayers  offered  up 
to  Heaven  for  his  safety  and  prosperity,  constituted  part 
of  the  public  worship.     A  wish  to  continue  under  the  Con- 
stitutional sway  of  Great- Britain  was  expressed   on   all 
sides  ;  yet,  every  where  a  republican   Government  virtu- 
ally prevailed.     Never  v/as  so  strong  a  contrast  between 
words  and  deeds,  exhibited  ;  so  true'itis  that  the  theorcti  - 
cal  fictions  <Aiw-givcrs  vanish  before  the  stern  realities  of 
human  affai"    The  common  sense  of  mankind  will   not 
l»ng   be  overruled  by  maxims  of  royal  infallibility  ;  and 
practice  naturally  rectifies,  in  such  eases,  the  errors  of  ar- 
lifieial  MJsdom.     Another  consideration  serves  to  explain 
this  phenomenon  :     Great  revolutions  are  too  immense  for 
irdmical  formuUfij.      Such  a  state  of    things,  however. 
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CHAP,    could  not  be  lasting.    This  undulation  of  opiiipoiis  and  mca- 

IX.       sures  must  subside,  and  give  place  to  some  definite  and 

unchangeable  system.     In  vain  the  bulk  of  the  people  still 

^^^^  fondly  imagined  that  American  victories  uould  recall  the 
Ministers  to  acts  of  justice,  if  not  of  condescension.  It  was 
evident  to  men  of  experience  and  foresight  that  the  wound 
had  now  beconie.incurable,  and  that  all  hopes  of  restoring 
union  and  friendship  on  the  former  basis,  were  perfectly 
illusive.  On,  the  part  of  the  Ministers,  pride,  assuming 
the  semblance  of  dignity,  would  create  obstinacy  not  to  be 
shaken.  The  Americans  must  necessarily  confine  them- 
selves to  defensive  operations  ;  and  should  victory  uniform- 
ly perch  on  their  standards,  they  eould  not  immediately, 
orevendistantly,  endanger  I  he  existence  of  the  British  Gro- 
vernment,  the  only  circumstance,  perhaps,  capable  of 
pressing  on  rtiose  infatuated  Ministers,  a  mild,  eqiiiiable, 
and  wise  policy.  Nor  was  it  rational  to  hope  that,  so 
long  as  the  other  parts  of  the  world  were  open  to  British  in- 
dustry and  enterprize,  and  so  long  as  a  powerful  navy  pro- 
tected British  commerce,  mercantile  considerations  would 
induce  a  relaxation  of  the  tyrani.ical  measures  intended  a- 
gainst  the  Colonies.  The  struggle  no  longerlsy  betw  een  ab- 
solute and  limited  monarchy  ;  hut  between  monarchy  and 
republicanism.  The  alternative  now  was,  entire  indepen- 
denceand  liberty,  or  entire  dependence  and  slarery.  In  such  a 
dilemma,  it  was  better  to  fix  on  the  grand  and  inspiriting 
object  of  a  separate  and  independent  station.  Indepen- 
dence once  declared,  a  solemn  oath  once  taken,  never  to 
return  to  British  allegiance  ;  no,  net  even  to  escape  utter 
annihilation,  resistance  would  become  more  vigorous,  more 
ob^iinate,  and,  of  course,  more  successful.  This  bold  and 
dignified  step  would  conciliate  the  respect  of  Foreign  States. 
England  herself,  haughty  England,  should  her  armies  e- 
ventually  be  defeated,  would  treat  witli  the  Americans  in 
the  character  of  a  free  and  independent  nation,  less  re- 
^  luctantly  than  she  would  yield  to  them,  as  British  sulyeets, 

those  very  points  in  which  the  present  contest  had  origi- 
nated ;  for  war  know  s  of  no  issue  more  humiliating,  more 
unpalatable  than  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  an  enemy  the 
object  in  dispute,  riie  course  to  be  pursued  by  America 
was,  therefore,  obvious  ;  late  events  had  also  rendered  it 
easy.  The  success  of  the  American  arms  ip  the  impor- 
tant Colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  South  Ca- 
rolina ;  the  valorous  achievements  of  the  infant  continent- 
al navy,  under  commodore  Hopkins;  tlie  eiflj^mous  and 
I'ieh  prizes  made  on  the  enemy  by  AmerlcOT^rivateers, 
were  so  mauy  guarantees  whiih  ensured  a  c'lcerful  ac- 
(juiescence,  on  the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
in  any  system  which  the  general  Congress  might  adopt. 
The  fears  inspired  at  first  by  exaggerated  estimates  ofBri- 
tieli  prowess,  experience  and  ^ki'il,  inv.ar,  Iiad  gradually 
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« 
subsfilexl  ;  and  eonfidonce    in  iKitive   caurapjo  taken  Wuiv    CIIAK 
place.     The  collision  ol*  pariicular  views  and  interests,  hvul       IX. 
yielded  to  a  generous  love  ofcountr.y  ;  anil  the  occasional 
eff«)rts  of  the  most  slul)lK»i'n  amo  i;^   tlit^  disalfcctcd,  were 
incoheveni,  rash,  ill  sui)|>orted,  am!,  of  course,  abort  ire. 
Their  uniform  failure,  and  the  horior  wiiidi  tliey  univer- 
sally excited,    were   indeed,  promotive   of  (he   coniMum 
good      Of  this   description,  was    a    dark   and   infamous 
scheme  to  seize,  and  perhaps,  murder,  the  lielovcd  and  re- 
vered General  in  chief,  George  Wasljlngton  ;  to  destroy 
liis  small,  but  heroic  army  by  trtracherous  means  ;  and  ei- 
ther  to  burn  New  York,  or  deliver  it  into  the    hands    of 
the  British.     The  seasonable  and    fortunate  discovery  of 
this  horrid  plot,    electrified  the    pu[»Iic  mind  ;  inflamed  it 
wilb  a  vehement   desire  of  an    immediate    and   irrt'vo- 
cablo    avulsion  from  a   Government   which  was  suppos- 
ed to  have  put  the  torch  and   the  dagger  in   (he    Irauds 
of  the    miscreants  concertKid    in    that   execrable    design. 
— Nor  was   it   forgotten,   that    tlie    3Iinistcrs    had    de- 
nounced inflexible  rigour  against  t!ic  colonies  ;  that  a  war 
now  raged,  monstrous  not  only  in  its  origin,  but  likrwise  iu 
its  mode,  and  whi<;h,  itwas  openly   avowed  by  lingland* 
would  not  admit  of  those  salutary  laws  and  tisages,  which. 
in  the  midst  of  slaughter  and  rapine,  still  present  some  of 
the  sacred  cbaracters  of    civilization,  and  s(dace  weeping 
liumanity.     In  the  eyes  of  America,  this  was  not  war  :  tlio. 
prohibitory  bill  had  sanctioned  j)jracy,  robbery.     No  Fo- 
reign nation,  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  the  Colonics,  would 
have  thought  of  inllicting  such  a  hl.w  ;  much  less  ought 
it  to  have  come  from  a  kindred  baud.     J^ut  every  endca!'- 
ing  tie  was  rent  asunder — w  hat  sigailled  (lie  name  of  mo- 
ther-eountry,  when  the  rod  of  desp(itism  Avas  extei'.dcti  o- 
ver  those  from  whom  more  thanillial  respect  and  fili:»l  af- 
fection was  claimed  ?  When  the  relentless  Indian,   and  tisc 
no  less  odious  Gcrraan  merceuary.were  sent  in  rerriltc  ar- 
ray,  to  effect  what  Britons  blushed  and  refuse<l  to  a((en!i!<  ? 
Political,  as  well  as  natural,  bonds  of  union,  ought  now 
to    be    forever  dissolved. Thus    did    (lie  i^ieaol"  in- 
dependence   gradually    gain   ground.    Nothing  else  wa!^ 
thought   of;  it  was   the  universal  (<jpie    of  urivatc   and 
public  deliI)cration.     A  last  and  decisive  impulse  m  as  giv- 
en to  the  American  mind,  by  a  Pamphlet  which  appeared, 
during  that  oscillation  of  sentiment,    undei*    the  title  of 
♦•  Common  Sense.'*     It  was  the  production  oL'Thos.  Psiiru', 
a  native  of  England,  who  had  v.armly  <'mi»raced  the  <':;nse 
of  Amevica,  and  who,  in  an  cmiaenl  degree,  possessed  llic 
power,  as  w^ell  as  the  inclination,  to  serve  that  uob'e  causf. 
Nature  had  giltcd  him  uiih  a  strong,  con^pridiensive,  and 
luminous  mind  ;  and  with  the  happy  and  valiialde  raeully 
of  aecoinmodaling  his  thongijts  an;!  language  to  vulgar,  as 
well  as  lofty  understandings.     lie  Jiad  the  full  command  vS 
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CHAP,  tlittse  moral  levers,  by  which  opinion  is  managed  and 
IX.  transferred  at  will.  Paine  was  in  politics,  what  Archi- 
_  medes  is  related  to  have  been  in  mechanics ;  nor  were  his 
engines  less  formidable  than  those  of  the  immortal  Sjra- 
cusan,  though  in  a  ditferent  sense.  His  Pamphlet  un- 
doubtedly contributed  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
in  a  most  striking  degree.  The  author  of  <«  Common 
Sense,"  endeavored  to  prove  that  a  re-union  with  England 
was  impracticable — adducing,  in  support  of  this  assertion, 

the  irreconeileable  pretensions  of  the  contending  parties 

the  unconquerable  pi-ide  of  Great  Britain— the  treachery, 
rancour,  and  vindictive  spirit  of  her  government.  He 
moreover,  establislied,  beyond  all  possibility  of  satisfacto- 
ry answer,  the  necessity,  expediency,  and  practicability  of 
Independence.  His  arguments  were  interspersed  with 
views  of  royalty,  calculated  to  render  it  odious  and  con- 
temptible—all along  proposing  to  substitute  a  Republican 
for  a  Monarchical  government.  Of  the  boasted  English 
Constitution,  the  excellencies  of  which  no  one  had  hereto- 
fore dared  to  call  into  doubt,  he  spoke  with  equal  freedom 
— pointing  out,  ratlier  irrcverentially,  the  defects  of  its 
monarchical  branch— and  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
its  odier  branches,  whieb,  in  his  opinion,  were  intrinsical- 
ly good.  He  enipliatically  enumeiated  the  public  calami- 
ties, Avhich,  especially  since  the  restoration  of  monarchy, 
had  afilicted  EIngland ;  and  thence  infei-red  that  there 
must  be  in  the  British  Constitution,  some  essential  vice, 
which  rendei  ed  it  inadequate  to  the  grand  and  primary  ob- 
,icfct  of  all  governments,  the  happiness  of  the  people  ,•  this 
radical  vice,  this  secret  canker,  he  aesertcd  to  be  monarchy. 
— To  that  fiital  source  he  traced  back  frequent  intestine 
^  quarrels,  and  endless  Foreign  wars.  Lastly,  he  congratu- 
lated the  people  of  Amci'ica,  upon  the  blessing  which  Hea- 
ven had  now  placed  within  their  reach,  by  affording  them 
a  glorious  and  fortunate  opportunity  of  esVablishing  a  Go- 
vernment, whicli,  conihining  all  the  excellencies  of  the 
British  Const ilution.  Mould,  at  the  same  time  be  free  from 
its  glaring  defects.— This  work,  so  well  adapted  to  the  eir- 
(umsfarKcs  under  which  it  appeared,  so  much  in  unison 
Mith  the  pul)lic  feeling,  was  read  with  incredible  avidity. 

'I'he  ardent  becanieenihusiastic — the  luke-warm,  fervid 

and  many  among  the  Loyalists,  ov^ipowered  by  the  argu- 
meutsand  eloquence  of  the  writer,  abjured  their  former 
sentimcnits,  ujid  joined  the  sacred  banner  of  their  country. 
On  aH  sides,  a  loud  cry  was  heard,  calling  for  separation  " 
and  Indeijoudcnce. 

The  Congress  well  saw  that  the  favorable  moment  had 
now  arrived.  But,  in  order  to  ascertain  still  more  fully 
the  sense  of  the  people,  t  hoy  issued,  on  the  15th  ofMay,  the 
rosolution  before  mentioned,  reconmiending  to  all  th*e  Co- 
lonies to  institute  siiitubk-  forms  of  Government.     No 
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measure  could  have  l^cen  better  calculated  to  oprn  the  CHAP. 
eyes  of  the  people  on  their  real  interests,  and  to  elicit  a  IX. 
formal  expression  of  the  general  will.  This  rcsoliUion, 
however,  did  not  immediately  produce  the  desired  effect,  ■" 
in  all  the  Colonies.  We  have  already  viewed  the.  esta- 
blishment of  a  new  form  of  GovernmcHt  in  Virij;inia,  and 
alluded  to  the  temporary  Constitution  of  South  Carolina  ; 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  had  only  a  few  slight  alter- 
ations to  make  in  the  fundamentals  of  their  respective  Go- 
vernments ;  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  New-York,  fluc- 
tuated for  a  while,  but  finally  complied  with  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  Congress.  The  other  Colonies  were  more 
or  less  prompt  in  framing  particular  Constitutions.  AU  "* 
these  bore  a  considei*able  resemblance  to  the  British  mo- 
del, except  that  monarchy  was  excluded,  and  that  a  jea- 
lous controul  over  the  executive  every  m  here  predomina- 
ted, evincing  those  salutary  fears  which  the  past  had 
taught  the  people  to  entertain  for  the  future.— At  the 
same  time,  that  the  Colonial  Congresses,  or  Conventions 
were  thus  employed  in  a  new  organization  of  the  powers  of 
Government,  most  of  them  instructed  their  Delegates  in 
the  General  Congress  to  declare  the  United-Colonies,  free 
and  Independent  States.  The  glorious  example  given  by 
Virginia,  in  that  respect,  has  alVeady  been  noticed.  •',"''>'  f 

Strong  in  this  manifestation  of  the  general  sentiment,  °f  Lidepen" 
Congress  finally  agreed  on  Independence,  and  declared  it,  dencebythe 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  in  the  following  words  ;*  Continental 


f'ongress. 


IN  CONGRESS,  4th. JULY,  1776. 

By  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 

'aseembled. 

A   DECLARATION  : 

"WHEN,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  one  people  to  diss«;lve  the  political  bands  which 


*  It  is  not  om-  province  to  compare  the  respective  mei-its  of  the  se%'e- 
ml  Colonies,  in  erecting  this  noble  fabric.  Let  it  suffice  for  us  to  observe 
that  this  Rdmimhle  I)edaratio7i,  as  well  as  the  oiig-inal  motion  for /?»/e/)«i- 
(I&ice,  in  Con^-ess,  came  from  two  members  of  the  Virginia  delegation.  R, 
H.  Lee  moved  for  the  motion,  and  Air.  Jefferson  penned  it.  We  have  seen 
the  original  draught,  in  his  hand  writing.  In  tJie  committee,  Mr.  xVdams 
and  Dr.  Franklm  altered  only  a  few  words  ;  but,  when  reported,  a  iirao'r 
against  slavery,  the  extu-pation  of  which  Great  Britain  was  charged"  with 
h.ivBig  prevented,  gave  some  oWence  to  the  Delegates  from  the  darolinas, 
and  was,  therefore  suppressed.  Another  tirade  stating  the  importatiop.  of 
.Vco^c/iandother  mercenaries,  was  also  expunged,  because  it  seemed  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  two  or  three  members,  natives  of  Scotland. 

03"  Botta  in  his  excellent  Siona  della  Gnerra  ^linerirana,  puts  in  R.  U. 
Lee's  mouth,  a  long  and  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  his  m.oiion  ;  and 
another  m  ansv/er  to  it,  he  ascribes  to  John  Dickenson  ;  thus  concentrating 
the  ai-guments,  pro  a)id  con,  and,  at  the  same  time,  warnhig  his  readers 
that  these  speeches  were  not  really  delivered.  This  imitation  of  ihe  anci- 
ent historians  has  some  advantages— but  we  deem  it  better,  strictly  to  ad- 
here to  facts.  We  recommend,  liowever,  to  the  youth  of  Vu-ginia,  to  xc-.tt 
'frose  two  speeches,  which  give  a  clear  vicvr  rf  I'ho  -  I  n\c-  „°-<'.\..-,, 
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CHAP.    Jiave  eoiinccted  ihvm  Avith  onolher,  and  to  tissume  among 
IX.       ihc  powers  orUic  earth,  the  separate  un  cquul  station  to 

vliicli  the  linvs  of  nature  and  nature's  God  entiile  them,  a 

'  decent  respect  tor  tlie  opinions  of  mankind,  requires,  that 

the^'^'slwuld  deehirc  the  eauscs  ^vhich  impel  them  to  the  se- 
paration. 

■\Ve  hold  these  truths  to  ho  self  evident — that  all  men 
are  ereaJed  equal;  that  they  arc  endowed  by  their  Crr- 
at«r  vith  ecrtain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  these 
are  liCe,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.     That,  to 
seeiire  t}M"se  rights,    governirtents  are    instituted   among 
jnen.  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  t'onsent  of  the 
governed^*  that  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes 
•lestruclive  of  tljesc  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  tlie  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolish  if,  and  to  institute  a  new  government, 
laying  its  loiindation  on  such  principles,  ami  organizing  its 
pow  crs  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to 
effect  their  safety  and  happiness.      Prudence,  indeed,  uill 
dictate,  that  governments  long  established   should  not  be 
elianged  for  light  and  transient  causes  ;    and  aecordingljr 
all  experience  hath  slw'wn,  that  mankind  are  more  dispos- 
ed to  julfer,  wliile  evils  are  siilferable.  tlian  to  rigiit  them- 
selves  l)y  abolishing  the  forns  to  which  they  are  aeeus- 
tonied.     But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations, 
jHM'suijig  invariably  tlse  same  object,    evinces  a  design  to 
reduce  tlfbmundei*  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it 
is  their  duty  to  (brow  olf  such  government,  and  to  provide 
i:ew  guards  foi-  their  futuie  security.     Such  has  been  the 
patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies  ;    an<!  such  is  now  the 
i'ece5-s,i(y  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  sys- 
tems of  j;:overnMient.      The  history  of  the  present  King  of 
('reat  Britain  is'a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpa- 
tions, all  having  in  direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  ab- 
solute tyi'anny  over  thesy  Stales.     To  piovcthis,  let  facts 
be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

lie  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome 
aiid  necessary  foi'  the  luiblic  good. 

lie  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass*  laws  of  immodi' 
ate  i\fA]  pressing  iniportance,  unless  suspended  in  their  o- 
Tiejalion,  tiUhis  consent  should  be  obtained  :  and,  when  so 
susnenfled.  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  ihem. 

Me  has  refused  to  i-.a^-s  otiier  laws  for  the  accommodati- 
on oi  la?gedistri.ts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  re- 
IJnqtiish  the  rij;ht  of  re[»resentaiion  in  the  Legislatun* — a 
right  Jp.LSlijnable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

lie  has  {.ailed  together  legislative  boilies,  at  places,  un- 
Tisnal.  uncomforlabl'.'.  and  distant  from  the  depository  of 
theiipai)Hc  records,  fovthe  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them 
into  conipllanee  with  his  measures. 

lie  has  dissol>ed  llepresentalives  Houses  repeatedly, 
for  oppe.sing  witli.  manly  frmuess,  Uh  invasions  on  tjic 
I'i^rhls  of  the  people. 
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He  has  refused  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions,    CHAP, 
to  eaiisc  others  to  l>e  elected  ;  whereby  the  legislative  \nn\-        iX. 
ers.  iticapahle  of  annihilation,  have  returned    o  the  people 
at  large,    for.  their  exercise  ;  the  slate  remaining  in  tlie 
meantime,  exposed  to  all  the  danger  of    invasion  from 
M'ithont,  and  convulsions  >vithin. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
States  ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  natural- 
ization of  foreigners  ;  refusing  to  pass  others,  to  encou- 
rage their  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of 
new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  re- 
fusing his  assent  to  laws,  for  establishing  judiciary  pow- 
ers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of 
their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hi- 
ther swarms  of  officers,  to  harrass  our  people  and  eat  out, 
their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  ar- 
mies, without  the  consent  of  our  Legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of, 
and  sui>erior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others,  to  subject  us  to  a  juris- 
diction foreign  to  our  ConstiJution,  and  unacknowledged 
by  our  laAvs  ;  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended 
legislation  ; — 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among 
us  ; —  * 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment 
for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  ou  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  States ; 

For  cutting  ofTour  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  Avorld. 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent ; 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  beneats  of  trial 
by  jury ; 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas,  to  be  tried  for  pre- 
tended offences  ; 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  law  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary 
government  and  enlarging  its  boundaries  so  as  to  render  it 
at^once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  rule  into  thele  colonies. 
*  For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  val- 
uable laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
governments. 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring 
themselves  invested  with  power,  to  legislate  for  us  in  all 
eases  whatsoever, 

Y 
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fCH AP.        He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
IX.        of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt 
'"  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  oi*  our  people. 

He  is,  at  iJiis  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  work  of  deatb,  desolation,  and 
tyranny,  ali'eady  begun,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and 
perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  tbe  most  barbarous  ages, 
and  totally  unwortliy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  Jias  constrained  our  fellow  citizens  taken  captive  on 
tlic  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  be- 
come the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to 
fall  themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  among  us,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers, 
the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare 
is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and 
condilions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  petitioned 
for  redress  in  the  njost  humble  terms  ;  our  petitions  have 
been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince  whose 
character  is  thus  marked,  by  every  act,  which  may  define 
a  tyrant,  is  unfit  (o  be  the  ruler  ofa  free  peoijje. 

'Sov  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of 
attenipis-ma<le  by  their  legislature,  to  extend  an  unwar- 
ranhi!)!e  junsdiction  over  us.  Wc  have  reminded  them 
of  the  <*ireums(4jnces  of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here.  We  have  apnealed  (o  their  native  justice  and  mag- 
nanimity, and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our 
common  kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which 
would  inevitably  interrupt  ou»r  connections  and  correspon- 
dence. They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice 
and  consanguinity.  We  rnust  therefore  acquiesce  in  tlie 
necesssity,  which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold 
tliem,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  manldnd — enemies  in  war — 
in  peace  friends. 

WE,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  General  Congress  assembled,  ap- 
pealing to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world,  for  the  recti- 
tude of  our  intentions,  Do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  Piople  of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish 
and  declare,  that  these  UnitecUColoniesare,  and  of  riglit 
ought  to  be.  Free  and  Independent  States;  that  they  are  ab-n 
solved  Tronj  all  allegiance  to  tlie  British  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connection,  between  them  and  the  Slate  of 
Great  Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved  ,•  and 
lliat,  as  Free  and  Tiidependent  States,  they  have  full 
power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peafe,  contract  alliances,  es- 
tablish commerce,  and  to  ilo  all  other  acts  and  things  which 
IiKh-pendent  States  may  of  right  do.    And  for  the  support 
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of  this  <leelara1ion,  vith  a  firm  reliance  on  tlie  protection     CITAP. 
of  Divine  pravidence,  we  mutually  pledge  to   each  other        IX. 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honour."  .  . 

Thus  was  the  hirth  of  Independence  solemnly  proclaim-  Rejoicin»-s 
ed.     Regardhss  of  the  perils  which  surrounded  her  era-  J^'^^^p^^;;|^^of 
die,  and  resoKed  to  nurse  her  into  vigour,  to  cherish    her  ^^^^ 
into  maturity,  the  people  h:  ilcd  her  auspicious  «PJ«'ar- 
ance  with  rovcreniial  joy,  and   steady  coniidence.     AMiat 
wa«i  to  thcns  tlie  snialhif  ssof  their  armies  r  ^^  h.it,  the  ex- 
ha.isted  state  of  tluir  Treasury  ?  AVhat  the  threatening  and 
fcrmidahle  attinidc  of  the  tyrant,  the  distant  and  uncertain 
chnn-e  oi'  F(  r(  ign  succcuis?     They  vcre  now  Free  and 
Independent,  aid  resolved  to  live  so,  or  to  live  no  more. 
AVith  such  a  disposition,     they  were  invincible.     INIoral 
forces  are  the  true  bulwarks  of  nations.     On  the  eighth  ot 
Jiilv,  Independence  was  celebrated  at    Phil.wlelphia  with 
every  murk  of  universal  exultation  ;  hooniircs,  discharges 
of  arlilh»ry,  joyous  acclamations,  announced    the  momen- 
tous jera.     At   New-York,  the  Declaration  was,  on  the 
lltU  of  the  same    month,  read  to  each  brigade  of  the  A- 
merican  armv,  then  stationed  in  that  city,  and    its    neigh- 
bourhood :— it    was  heard   >nth    a  respectful  attention, 
soon  succeeded  by   prolonged  bursts  ot    enthusiastic  ap- 
plause.    In  the  evening,  the  equestrian    statue  of  George 
III,  erected    in  1770,  was  laid  prostrate  ;  and   its  leaden 
materials  were    afterwards    converted    into  bullets.     In 
Baltimore  and  Boston,  the  patriots  gave  to  their  rejoicings 
siill  more    vivid    tints.     Every  trace  of  royalty  was  there 
obliterated.     lu  Virginia,  this  confirmation  of  the  popular 
wishes,  and  of  the  act  by  which  a  republican  government 
had  alreadv  been  established,  pxcited  feelings  which  trans- 
cend all    description.     The  interesting  scene  exhibited  at 
AVilliamsburg,  on  the   adoption  of  the   Constitution,  was 
renewed  with  additional  effusions  of  that  genuine,  heart- 
felt joy.  which   flows  from  great  national  events.    The 
pomno'us  emblems  of  royal  authority  had  already  disap- 
peared ;  an  appropriate 'seal  for  the  Commonwealth,  now 
superceded  that,  formerly  used  by  the  representative  of 
rovaltv,  in  the  Colony.*  „ 

'During  these  transactions,  the  naval  and  military  force  ^jg^^Jj 
of  Virginia  had  not  remained  inactive-  Two  hundred  and 
seventeen  Scotch.  Highliuid  regulars,  wpt-c.  on  the  2'2d  of 
June,  brought  to  AViliiwinsburg.  Taken  by  the  adventul 
ro.is  Ca|itain  Biddle,  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in 
the  Oxford,  a  Transport  from  Clyde,  but  afterwards  se- 
parated from  thc-.r  conqueror  by  a  storm,  they  had  over- 
powered the  Prize-master  and*  his  few  companions,  and 
steered  for  ifampton  r?oads,  where  they  expected  to  find 

*  See  ^pendix,  Nq.  14. 
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CHAP,    shelter  and  employment  with  Lord  Dunmore.    The   Ex^ 
IX.        Governor,  as  already  related,  had  now  quitted  that  station 
_^^  Captain  Barron  fell  in  with  the  Oxford,  and  as-aJn  .  om- 

■ pelled  her  to  humble  her  flag.     Among  these  prisoners, 

were  many  valuable  tradesmen.     It  was  proposed  to  them" 
peaceably  to  prosecute  their  respective  occupations  in  ihe 
country  ,•  but  few  of  them  embraced  the   proposal      In 
general,  (heir  prejudices  against  America,  were  violent  • 
and,  strange  eflect  ofcontendiug  passions!  many  among 
them  exhaled,  m  the  same  breath,  an  inconsistent  raije  a- 
gainst  the  Parliament  and  the  Congress.     The  most  siub- 
born,  were  ordered  up  to  Richmond,  at  the  falls  of  James 
river,  and  there  placed  under  an  adequate  guard.     Other 
but  less  important  prizes.were  about  the  same  tinie,brou^ht 
into  the  principal  rivers  of  Virginia.     By  a  striking  m-o- 
vidential  interposition,  a  similar  good  fortune  had  cVown- 
ea  the  boldiiess  and  vigilance  of  the  '  northern  cruizers^ 
They  also  had  intercepted  multitudes  of  armed  mercena- 
ries, and  neutralized  their  aid. 
Dunmore  is       '^"'^  ^''^^^S'  row- galleys,  and  floating  batteries,  were  ra- 
drivenfiom  pidh  constructed  ;  and  whilst  Colonel' Stephens  was  forti- 
sZr     '    ^V"SPoi'ts"'Outh,  and  providing  for  the  command  of  the 
whole  harbour  of  Norfolk,  Brigadier  General  Lewis  pre- 
pared  to  attack  Dunmore,  and  to  dislodge  him  fiom  his 
strong  and  comfortable  station,  on  Gwvnn's  Island.     The 
following  narrative,  transcril)ed  frourPurdie's   Gazette, 
for  July  291  b,   gives  a  full  view  of  the  manner  in   which 
this  important  object  w  as  accomplished  : 

«  We  got  to  the  Island  on  Monday,  the  8th,  and    next 
morning-,  at  8  o'clock,  began  a  furious  attack  upon  the  ene- 
my's shipping,  camp,  and   fortifications,  from  two  butte- 
ries, one  of  five,  six  and  nine  poonders  ,•  the  other  mount- 
ing two  eighteen  poundejs.     What  forces  the  enemy  had, 
were  encamped  on  a  point  of  the  Island,  nearly  opposite  to 
our  iive  gun  battery,  covered  by  a  battery  of  four  embra- 
sures, and  a  breast-work  of  considerable  extent.      Besides 
this,  they  had  two  other   batteries,  and  a  stockade  fovt, 
higher  up  the  Hiiven,  >Yhpre  froo])s  were  stationed,  to  pre- 
vent our  landing.     In  the  Haven  were  three  tenders  ;  one 
a  sloop,  (the  Lady  Charlotte)  mounting  six  carriage  guns  ; 
a  schooner  of  two  carriages,  six  swivels  and  cohoiii  ;  i:nd  a' 
pilot  boat,  badly  armed  ;    who  had  orders  from   Captain 
Hammond,  of  the  Raebuek,  to  prevent  oi?r  boats  passing 
over  to  the  Island,  and  to  annoy  the  rebels  by  every  means 
in  their  power.     General  Lewis  announced' his  or'ders  for 
attacking  the  enemy,  by  putting  a  match  to  the  first  gun, 
an  eighteen  pounder,  himself  :    And  the  Dujimore,  being 
then  nearest  to  us,  at  the  distance  of  about  .=.00  yards,  it 
passed  through  her  hull,  and  did  .considerable  damage.— 
Our  five  gun  battery,  likewise  began  playing  on  the  ihet. 
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the  enemy's  camp  and  works ;  And  the  fire  soon  became  so  CII AP* 
hot,  that  theDunmore  was  obliged  to  eut  her  cables  and       IX 
haul  off,  alter  receiving  ten  shot,  some  of  which  raked  her 
fore  and  aft.     The  Otier  lay  next  to  her,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected would  have  taken  he  birth,  but  the  first  shot   we 
gave  lier  took  place,  supposed  between  wind  and  water, 
and  she  immediately  slipped  her  cable  likewise,  and  haul- 
ed out  on  a  careen,  without  firing  a  gun.     By  this  time  all 
the  fleet  any  way  near  shore,  began  to  slip  their  cables,  in 
the  utmost  confusion  ;  and  had  the  wind  set  in  with  a  flood 
tid<-,  we  must  have  taken  great   numbers  of  them.     Our 
eighteen  pounders  did  great  execution  from  the  upper  bat- 
teiy,  which  raked  the  whole  fleet  ;    and  Captain  Denny, 
who  commanded  the  other  battery,  soon  silenced  the  ene- 
my .It  the  point,  knocking  down  several  tents,  which  put 
their  camp  into  a  great  confusion.      At  half  after  9,  tht> 
firmg  ceased,  whicli  was  renewed  again  at  12  with  double 
vigour,  from  both  batteries  ;  and  nothing  prevented  oar 
pushing  to  the  Island,  during  the  cannonade,  but  the  want 
of  vessels. 

The  General  being  determined  to  cross  the  next  day/ 
gave  orders  for  all  the  small  crafts  to  be  collected  together, 
from  the  neighboring  creeks  that  night,  and  two  brass 
hehl  pieces,  six  pounders,  to  be  carried  to  a  place,  called 
Lower  Wind  Mill  Point,  to  attack  the  tender  that  lay  there, 
and  facilitate  our  crossing.     Accordingly,  in  the  morning, 
Captain  Harrison,   who  had  the   direction  of  those  field- 
pieces,  began  playing  upon  the  tenders,  which  he  galled  so 
much,  that  the  schooner  run  up  a  small  cceek,  which  in- 
dented the  Island,    where  the  crew  abandoned  her,  and 
the  sloop  got  aground  in  reach  of  our  cannon  ;  upon  which 
the  General  ordered  Captain  Smith,  of  the  7th  regiment, 
with  his  company,  to  man  the  canoes,  and  board  her,  which 
was  done  with  alacrity.      However,  before  our  men  came 
up  with  her,  the  crew  .erot  into  tlieir  boat,  and  pushed  for 
the  Island.       But  Captain  Smith,  very  prudentlv  passing 
the  tender,  pursued  them  so  close,  that  before  they  could 
reach  the  shore,  he  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  them,  and 
took  part  of  them  prisoners.     The  enemy's  look-outs  per- 
ceiving our  men  close  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  Island, 

T'^'l?.'/*'  V/''^  shirt-men  are  coming  !'»  and  scampered 
ott.      1  he  pilot  boat  made  no  resistance. 

General  Lewis  then  ordered  two  hundred  men  under 
Colonel  M'Clanahan,  to  land  in  the  Island  which  was  per- 
lormed  as  expeditiously  as  our  small  vessels  would  admit 
ol.  On  our  arrival,  we  found  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
the  p  ace  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  and  were  struck 
with  horror  at  the  number  of  dead  bodies,  in  a  state  of  pu- 
trefaction, strewed  all  the  way  from  their  battery  to  Cher- 
ry-P<>int.  about  two  miles  in  length,  with  a  shovel  full  of 
earth  upon  them  J  others  gasping  for  life  ,•  and  some  had 


i74  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,    crawled  to  the  water  edge,   who   couW  only  make  known 
IX.        their  distress  by  beckoning  to  us.     By  the  small  pox,  and 
other  malignant  disorders  which  liave  raged  on  board  the 
•  fleet  for  many  mQnths  past,  it  is  clear  they  have  lost,  since 

Iheir  arrivalat  Gwyn's  Island,  near  five  hundred  souls.  I 
myself  counted  one*  hundred  and  thirty  graves^  or  rather 
holes  loosely  covered  over  with  earth,  close  together,  many 
of  them  large  enough  to  hold  allorporal's  guard.  One  in 
the  middle  was  neatly  done  up  vith  turf,  and  is  supposed 
to  contain  the  remains  of  the  late  Lord  Ciosporl.  iXiany 
were  burnt  alive  in  brusli  huts,  which  in  their  confusion, 
had  got  on  fire.  In  short,  such  a  scene  of  miseiy,  distress, 
and  cruelty,  my  eyes  ncvci  beheld  ;  for  which  the  auiliurs, 
one  mav  reasonably  conclude,  neve?  can  make  atonement 
in  this  World.  Tlie  enemy  left  behind  them  in  their  bat- 
tery, a  double  fortified  nine  pounder,  a  great  part  of  their 
baggage,  with  several  tents  and  marquees,  beside  the  three 
Tenders,  with  their  eannon,  small  arms,  &c.  Also  the  an- 
chors and  cables  of  (he  Dunmore.  Otter,  and  many  others, 
to  the  amount,  it  is  supposed,  cf  twelve  hundred  pound*. 
t)n  their  leaving  the  island,  they  burnt  some  valuaTile 
vessels  which  had  got  a  ground  Mr.  John  Grymes'  effects 
on  the  Island  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  consisting  in  thir- 
ty five  negroes,  horses,  cattle  and  furniture. 

IMajor  Byrd,  on  the  approach  of  our  canoes  to  the  Is- 
land, Vas  huddled  into  a  cain,  in  a  very  sick  and  low  condi- 
tion, it  is  said,  aitd  carried  down  (o  Cherry-Point,  where 
he  embarked.  The  second  shot  the  Dunmore  received, 
cut  her  boatsujiin  in  two,  and  wounded  two  or  three  o- 
thers  ;  and  slie  had  scarcely  recovered  from  the  shock, 
w  hen  a  nine  pounder  from  the  lower  battery  entered  her 
quarter,  and  beat  in  a  large  timber,  from  the  splinters  of 
which  Lord  Dunmore  got  wounded  in  the  legs,  and  had  all 
•  his  valuable  china  smashed  about  his  ears.  It  is  said  his 
Lordship  was  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  roared  out '  good 
God,  that  ever  I  should  come  to  this  !' 

We  had  oui-  information  from  one  of  his  people  that 
came  ashore  after  the  engagement,  and  was  taken  by  our 
scouts.  He  likewise  said,  that  many  were  killed  in  the 
fleet,  wlsied  had  sustained  some  thousand  pounds  worth 
of  damafee.  The  Fowey  and  Roebuck  were  the  lowermost 
ships,  besides  which  there  were  one  hundred  and  odd  sail 
of  large  vessels,  who  took  their  departure  on  Thursday 
afternoon  and  are  supposed  to  have  gone  into  Potomaek. 
In  this  affair  we  lost  not  a  man.  but  poor  Captain  Arun- 
del, who  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  mortar  of  his  own 
invention,  although  the  General  and  all  the  officers  were 
against  his  firing  it.  Ilis  zeal  for  the  service  cost  him  his 
life." 

Immediately  after  this  defeat,  we  find  Dunmore  retreat- 
ing to  St.  George's  Island,  in  the  Potomaek.     This  station 
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he  found  no  less  unquiet  than  that  which  he  had  just  left.    CHAP. 
Hfe  was  soon  compelled  to  abandon  it  liy  a  brave  detach-        IX 
ment  fi-om  xMai-yhind,  who  killed  11  of  bis  men,  and  burnt 

two  of  his  tenders.     Ascending  the  Potomaek,    he  left,  on  = -'• 

many  parts  of  its  banks,  hideous  traces  of  piratical  and  de- 
predatory warfare.     A  little  above  the  mouth  of  Aquia- 
creek, Mr.  William  Bi-ent's elegant  biick  house  was  burnt     J^J_ 9- 
to   the  ground.     The  neighbouring   nnlilia,  seized  with  ^ 

causeless  alarm,  retired  without  opposing  the  pava'-es   of 
the  lawless  free-booters,  who,  after  the  destruption'of  Ibe      Dunmore 
house,  were  procejjding  to  burn  a  valuable  merchant-f  mill,  S^^^  "P  ^''^ 
at  a  small  distance,  when  30  of  the  Prince- William  militia  ^'''^0"'"=^ 
happily  afrived,   advanced  with  fearless  step,  and  drove 
them  on  board.     The  spirit  ami  bravery  of  the  people  of 
Stafford  county  in  general,  amply  redeemed,  on  subsequent 
occasions,  the  momentary  disgrace  of  ilsat  unaccountable 
panic  ;*  but  the  circumstance  is  yet  well  remembered  in 
the  environs  ;  and  we  have  heard  more  than  once,   on  the 
very  ruins  of  the  prostrated  ediliee,  the  ludicrous  account 
which  the   senile  garrulity  of  some  among   the  surviving 
actors  in  that  scene,  was  ever  ready  to  give.     It  appears 
that  the  Stafford    militia   mistook   the  detachment  from 
Prince- William  for  Englishmen,  and  exert'^d  all  the  agili- 
ty and  ingenuity  of  which  they  were  capable  to  avoid  fall- 
ing into  their  hands.     Dunmore's  licet,  consisting  of  the 
Roebuck,  Mercury,  Otter,  an  armed  ship,  some  Gondolas, 
and  several  Tenders,  having  taken    in  fresh  water,  fell 
down  the  river  on  the  ensuing  day.     Thev  had,  in  this  ex- 
pedition, met  with  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  \vhich  drove  on 
shore  several  small  vessels  with  the  friends  of  the  British 
Government  on  board.     These  were  made  prisoners,  and 
sent  to  Williamsburg  under  an  escoH.     The  third  regi- 
iTient  and  other  troops  had  been  stationed  along  the  hanks 
of  the  Potomaek,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the    enemy, 
whilst  the  infant  Virginian  fleet,  consisting  of  some  armed 
brigs  and  row  gallics,  was  cruizing  for  them   in  the    bay. 
'The  Roebuck  alone  could  protect  Dunnjore  and  his  wretch- 
ed followers.     The  expected  conllict  was  prevented  by  the 
flight  of  the  foe.     The  excessive  beat  of  the    season.*  the 
putridity  of  the  water,  the  scantiness  and  bad  quality  of 
the  provisions  on  board,  the  crouded  and  inconvenient  situ- 
ation of  the  people  there,  engendered  coinplicatcd  and  ma- 
lignant diseases,  which  hourly  plunged  into  a  watery  tomb 
multitudes  of  the  motley  band.     Thus,  loaded  with  the  ex-  Leaves  Vir^ 
ecration  of  the  country,    defeated  in  all  his  schemes  of  ci-  S'^'^- 
vil  discord,  and   of  servile  and  savage    host'litv,  hunted 
from  station  to  station  by  the  resentment  of  an  iji  jured  peo- 


Stafford  County  paid  to  the  revolution,  its  full  quota  of  mil itarv  prow- 
ess. It  giive  It  amon^  other  heroes,  the  brave  and  amiable  WilliamAVash- 
angton,  waose  emment  services,  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  record 
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CHAP,    pie,  naturally  prone  to  loyalty,  gratitude,  and  attachment, 
IX.        pursued,  as  it  were,  by  Heaven  and  the   elements  them- 
selves, Dunniore,  with  a  wounded  and  humbled  spirit,  saw 
-*i  himself  reduced  to  flee  from  these  shores,  where  he  had 

.        .5    hoped  triumphantly  to   plant  the  standard  of  despotism, 
"^^    '  and  to  satiate  his  vindictive  and- haughty  passions  with  the 
tears  and  abjection  of  the  feeble,  and  the  blood   of  the 
brave.     After  burnin":  such  vessels  as  he  was  able  to  spare, 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans, 
he  steered  for   Lynhaven  bay  wifh  about   40  or  50  sail ; 
and  then  parting  with  the   miserable  companions  of  his 
disastrous  fate,  he  sent  some  of  them  to  St.  Augustine,  un- 
der convoy  of  the  Olter,  some  to  Bermuda,  some  to  the 
West-Indies,  and  some  to  Europe,     With  the  rest,  he  re- 
paired to  Sir  P.  Parker's  fleet,  and,  on  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, reached  Staten-Island,   where   General   Howe  had 
ktely  been  joined  by  his  brother,  and   the  fleets  under 
convoy  of  Commodore  Hotham,  and  the  Repulse.     Towards 
the  close  of  this  eventful  year,  he  returned  to  England  in 
the  Fowev. 
^  ^-i...,        AnotheV  branch  of  formidable  hostility  now  remamed 
ofSe  Creek  to  be  loppcd  off".     The  nefarious  plot,  at  the  head  of  which 
and  Chero-    ^ve  have  seen  the  adventurer  Connelly,  was  only  part  of  an 
^^^  extensive  scheme,  which  had  been  early  formed,  and  even 

after  the  detection  and  apprehension  of  that  infamous  a- 
gcnt,  continued  to  be  actively  promoted,  and  now  broke 
out  in  several  places,  with  alarming  violence.  The  co- 
operation of  the  numerous  warlike  Indian  tribes,  bordering 
on  the  north-western  and  the  southern  settlements,  had 
been  courted  by  the  British,  ever  since  the  commencement 
of  the  contest.  In  their  wars  with  the  French,  they  had 
been  taught  the  importance  of  that  co  operation  ;  and  up- 
on it  and  the  efforts  of  the  Loyalists,  who  ab(  unded  in  those 
remote  settlements,  they  had  built  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. Whilst  British  fleets  and  armies  should  assail 
and  lay  waste  the  Atlantic  regions,  the  Indians  and  the 
disaffected  would,  by  simultaneous  hostilities,  in  the  north- 
w  est,  the  west,  and  the  south,  divide  the  strength  and  at- 
tention of  the  Patriots,  eventually  effect  a  junction  with 
the  Eastern  invaders,  or,  at  least,  greatly  favour  the  suc- 
cess of  their  plans,  by  w  ell-timed  and  formidable  diversi- 
ons. Early  apprized  of  the  whole  extent  of  these  machi- 
nations. Congress  and  General  Washington  endeavoured  to 
counteract  their  mischievous  tendency.  On  the  side  of 
the  Lakes,  the  influence  of  General  Schuyler,  was  opposed 
to  that  of  Sir  John  Johnson.  Neutrality  was  solemnly 
promised  by  the  six  nations;  but,  as  their  warlike  and 
restles  temper,  together  with  their  avidity  for  spoil,  could 
not  long  permit  them  to  remain  inactive  spectators  of  the 
contest,  care  was  taken  to  enlist  them  on  the  side  o*"  A- 
merica ;  a  measure  simply  retaliatory— and  stripped  of 
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its  original  odium,  by  the  well  ascertained  impossibility  of    CII  VP. 
keeping  the  Indians  neutral—by  the  limited  number  to  be         IX. 
eniphiyed,  which  number  was  not  to  exceed  two  thousand 
—and  by  the  certainty  that  they  should  act,  only  against  v 

other  savages,  or  against  English  men  in  arms,  and  their 
German  auxiliaries,  whereas  the  native  hordes  employed 
by  the  enemy,  chiefly  directed  their  ferocious  and  unre- 
lenting rage  against  peaceable  settlements,  where  age,  i  i- 
fancy,  and  the  helpless  sex,  indiscriminately  bled  under  t.e 
murderous  tomahawk.  In  the  South,  Biitish  intrigue  pre- 
vailed. Stuart,  a  wily  and  indefatigable  Ministerial  Agent, 
concerted  with  the  King's  Governors  and  other  servants  of 
the  crown,  a  plan  of  co-operation  with  the  disaffected  and 
the  Indians,  against  the  Western  Frontiers  of  the  Southern 
States.  By  the  providential  capture  of  Moses  Kirkland, 
one  of  the  Loyalists  concerned  in  that  plan,  the  atrocious 
means  to  which  the  British  administration  blushed  not  to 
resort,  were  brought  to  light ;  and  the  efforts  of  the  royal 
emissaries,  in  a  great  degree,  frustrated.  Yet,  the  impulse 
given  to  the  fierce  minds  of  those  ruthless  savages,  whose 
element  is  war,  could  not  be  checked.  Yielding  to  excite- 
ments, so  much  in  unison  with  their  inherent  brutal  ap- 
petite for  blood  and  rapine,  the  Creeks  first  took  up  the 
hatchet  ;  and  their  incipient  hostilities  were  stamped  with 
the  usual  character  of  savage  warfare.  Finding,  however, 
that  no  British  assistance  was  likely  to  support  their  rash 
and  unwarrantable  aggression ;  threatened,  besides,  by  an 
overwhelming  force  from  South-Carolina,  they  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  so  faithfully  adhered  to  the  terms  of  the  Peace  with 
peace  which  was  granted  to  thf»m,  that  thev  refused  to  ^'^^''^^^'• 
neighhoflring  tribes,  who  had  also  entered  upon  hostile  ope- 
rations, and  obstinatelv  persisted  in  that  baHiarous  course, 
succours  earnestly  and  emphatically  demanded,  returning 
in  answer,  «  that  the  Cherokees  had  plucked  the  thorn 
from  their  foot,  and  were  welcome  to  keep  it." 

The  outrages  of  this  Tribe,  which  had  commenced  about 
the  time  of  the  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island,  were  soon  ex- 
tended to  the  frontier  settlements  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia'.  Detachments  from  the  main  bodv  passed  ov^;r 
the  north-mountains,  penetrated  into  the  country  that 
stretches  along  the  western  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
marking  their  route  with  blood  anfl  devastation,  'spreiid 
tcrrord  andespondency  among  the  defenceless  inhaijitanis. 

So  much   insult  and   injury  called  for  signal  chastise-  Comi«natI- 
ment ;  it  called  for  a  blow,  which  striking  Into  the  hos.ile  o"  i^rainst 
hordes,  a  salutary  and  permanent  awe.  should  deter  them  J^'<^Cheio 
from  again  engaging  in  British  alliances.     Aecordinglv, 
the  southern  States  formed  a  conihinalion  for  utterly  ijes- 
tro^>ing  the  Indian  settlements  along  their   borders.      Co- 
lonel Williamson,  at  the  head  of  a  respectable  i'oice.   ad- 
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CHAP.  Taneed  from  South  Carolina  against  the  Lower  Towns  of 
IX.  the  Cliei'okees,  and  ravaging  their  whole  country,  drove 
fheni  hetbre  him,  in  precipitate  llight,  to  the  Wilds  of 
====^  West-Florida,  where  Stuart  opened  to  them  an  asylum, 
*  and  maintained  them  at  the  expenee  of  the  British  go- 
verumefit.  Against  their  Middle  Towns,  Gen.  Ruther- 
ford from  North  Carolina,  was  equally  successful.  At  the 
same  time,  their  remaining  settk'ments  were  assailed,  to 
the  South  by  the  Georgia  militia,  and  to  the  North  by 
Col.  Christian,  with  a  body  of  Virginia  troops.  At  the 
approach  of  the  latter,  the  hostile  Indians  rapidly  retreat- 
ed; and  Col.  Christian,  after  crossing  the  Broad  and  Ten- 
nessee rivers,  came  in  view  of  tlieir  Upper  Towns.  The 
celerity  and  boh'ncss  of  the  pursuit  struck  those  savages 
with  astonishnjcnt  and  dismay.  From  theii*  dark  forests, 
thfip  rugged  paths,  tlieir  exicnsive  morasses,  their  deep, 
impetuous  livcrs.  with  abrupt,  overhanging  banks,  they 
had  hoped  for  protection  and  safety.  Disappointed  in  that 
hope,  and  left  at  the  mercy  of  their  pursuers,  they  sent 
Omunastola  and  three  other  Chiefs  to  sue  for  peace,  and, 
if  granted,  to  «et»le  its  conditions.  Col.  Christian  judged 
tlia(  leiiit>  towards  a  foe  now  impressively  convinced  of 
tlie  strength  ar.d  power  of  the  a<jjucen!  States,  would  be 
Col.  Chris-  tfjj.  niosi  eligible  coarse.  Consoquenily,  after  making  an 
a  pe  ce'^^^  example  of  ibur  Indian  Towns,  ui.der  the  influence  of  a 
wiih  ih  virulenlly  iniuiical  Chief,  and  in  one  of  which,  barbarity 
Cherokccs.  had  been  carried  so  far  as  to  burn  alive  a  white  prisoner, 
he  concluded  a  peace  with  the  supplicant  Chiefs  on  the 
following  ccMKlitioas.  '•  All  captives  in  their  Towns,  white 
or  !)lKck,  wei  e  to  be  delivered  up  :  those  l)elonging  to  Yir- 
ginia.  l>y  the  iOth  of  February,  at  the  Long-Islatid  ;  and 
such  as  had  been  taken  from  the  Carolinas  or  Georgia,  at 
or  near  KoAvee  as  soon  as  possible  :  the  Cherokees  were, 
besides,  to  restore  the  hoi'ses,  cattle,  and  other  property 
taken  from  the  inhaWlants,  or  the  value  thereof,  to  be 
ascertained  bv  Commissioners  on  both  sides  White  refu- 
gees, if  demanded,  were  to  be  immediately  surrendered 
to  the  Ameiican  States.  All  matters  relating  to  lands, 
boiindarics.  trade,  agents,  and  peojde  residing  among  the 
Indians,  allian'^es,  marching  armies  through  their  coun- 
try, and  building  forts  tlierein,  were  to  be  entirely  sub- 
milted  to  llie  determination  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  joint- 
ly with  a  number  of  their  own  Chiefs,  not  exceeding  five. 
War  was  to  cense,  and  peace,  harmony,  and  brotherly  af- 
fection to  take  -ts  place.  For  the  lull  performance  of  these 
articles,  t'lie  Indian  negocialois  agreed  to  deliver  up  fifteen 
hostages,  sucli  as  Col.  Christian  sliould  demand  of  them, 
and  these  were  to  be  annually  exchanged  for  such  others 
as  the  Slate  of  Virginia  might  require  to  be  put  iuto  their 
hau'ls."* 


See  Tardie's  "Nirginia  Guzelte  of  jSovembcj-  2yt.h,  1776- 
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The  expedition  against  these  savage  neighlwiirs,  Iwjside    CHAP. 
the  advantage  of  defeating  British  ind-igue,  iiml  of  neu-        IX. 
tralizing  the  murderous,  far-dreaded  tomahawk,  infused 
into  the  people  of  the  Soutliern  states  a  spirit  of  activitj,  "^^  '^ 

vigor,  and  discipline,  no  less  fatal  lo  the  designs  of  Great- 
Britain  than  actual  victory.  At  the  eve  of  a  portentous 
crisis,  powerful  excitements,  and  situations  of  uneomnioii 
difficulty  and  peril,  were  useful.  They  called  forth  every 
latent  energy,  and  furnished  the  true  diagnostics  of  ge- 
nius, talent,  and  courage,  assigning  to  merit  of  any  sort 
its  proper  station  ,•  and,  with  rapid  strides  advancing  in- 
fant heiiigerents  in  the  cayeer  of  military  experience  and 
skill. 

After  the  repulse  which  the  British  fleet  had  experi-  Gen.  Lee 
eneed  before  Sullivan's  Island,  General  Lee  repaired  to  returns  to 
Georgia.  There  he  continued  for  same  weeks,  employing  ^^  ^'o^th. 
hiniseifin  (fevising  and  executing  schemes  for  the  defence 
of  that  State,  and  in  making  preparations  for  an  assault 
upon  St.  Augustine.  He  had  already  proceeded  as  far  as 
Ogeechee,  when  the  critical  situation  of  the  American 
army,  near  New- York,  called  for  his  return  to  the  North. 
Congress,  placing  on  his  abilities  and  on  his  zeal,  a  well 
grounded  reliance,  judged  his  presence  necessary  at  a 
point  upon  which  General  Howe  seemed  to  have  fixed  to 
strike  some  fatal  and  decisive  blow.  We  accordingly  find 
him,  on  the  lith  of  October,  on  York-Island,  elating  the 
troops  with  that  cheerful  confidence  which  always  attends 
great  military  talents,  and  by  his  seasonable  advice  pre- 
venting them  from  being  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  the  enemy, 
in  the  Northern  fastnesses  of  that  perilous  station.  During 
bis  stay  at  Savannah,  he  had,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Sieur  La  Plainc,  addressed  to  the  French  Minister,  a  cir- 
cunistantial  developement  of  the  eventual  advantages  of  a 
political  and  commercial  connection  between  France  and 
the  United  States ;  so  intensely  bent  upon  whatever  had  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  interest  which  he  had  espoused, 
•was  that  ardent,  excursive,  and  soaring  genius  ! 

On  the  7th  of  October,  the  Legislature,  now  styled  the  First  me-t- 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  met  at  Williamsburg,  in  in?  of  the 
conformity  with  the  appointment  of  the  late  Convention.  Ajrmblv'of 
The  House  of  Delegates  unanimously  elected  the  venera-  virffhlia'^  ^' 
ble  Edmund  Pendleton,  their  Speaker ;  and  a  similar  ho- 
nor was  conferred  by  the  Senate  on  Archibald  Gary,  a 
gentleman  equally  distinguished  for  his  abilities,  integrity, 
and  energy.  Thomas  Jefferson  having,  as  already  noticed, 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  General  Congress,  now  acted  in 
the  particular  Legislature  of  his  native   State.     In  his 
room,    Benjamin  Harrison  was  replaced  on  the  list  of 
Congressional  Delegates,  and  the  tlianks  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  diligence,  skill,  and  virtue  Avith  which 
he  had  before  discharged  the  same  important  trust,  af- 
forded  him  ample  solace  lor  his  late  disappointment. 
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CHAP.  In  tracing  the  proceedings  of  this  first  session  of  the  Ge-- 
IX,  nerai  Asseiribly  of  Virginia,  after  the  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, we  mean  to  advert  only  to  its  most  important 
"  ■'  ~  ae  8.  r  e^i' will  be  found  dictated  by  that  efficient  wisdom, 
clj  .r  0  erized  by  tbat  pure  tmd  ardent  patriotism,  which  a^ 
lone  t  oal.i  invigorate  and  support  infant  liberty,  and  which 
will  ever  be  remembered  as  having  constituted  the  glori- 
ous sfirit  of  1776. 
Chief  pro-  ^"  of  the  earliest  Legislative  labours,  was  the  repeal  of 
ceeding^s  of  all  acts  of  Parliament  against  dissenters.  Those  act* 
tluit  body,  were  numerous,  absurd  and  oppressive.  The  declaration 
of  Rights  had,  in  May  preceding,  solemnly  proclaimed 
the  free  exercise  of  religion ;  but  statutory  shackles  oa 
the  consciences  of  men,  as  well  as  many  restraints  and 
oppressions  founded  in  the  common  law,  still  subsisted. 
The  present  state  of  things  and  opinions  loudly  called  for 
a  prompt  and  adequate  remedy.  The  fathers  of  the  Co- 
lony were  members  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and  it  had 
been  their  avowed  and  undeviating  policy  to  encourage 
the  doctrines  and  patronize  the  Clergy,  of  that  churchk 
As  their  influence,  both  in  the  Legislative  and  in  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  tlie  Government,  was,  especially  in  such 
matters,  extensive  and  unopposed,  severe  penalties  had,  at 
different  periods,  been  sanctioned  and  exercised  against 
non- conformists,  particularly  against  Quakers.  It  is  true 
that  the  general  liberality  of  opinion  diffused  throughout 
Virginia  had  greatly  mitigated,  and,  it  might  be  wiid,  an- 
nulled in  practice,  most  of  these  penal  regulations.  A 
mild  and  tolerating  spirit  animated  even  the  Episeopolian 
Clergy  ;  and  dissenters  of  every  denomination  were  re- 
garded with  christian  charity  and  benevolence.  Still  the 
dissenters  were  compelled  by  law  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port  of  the  established  church  ;  and,  at  the  time  under- 
view,  the  dissenters  constituted,  at  least,  two  thirds  of  the 
people.  The  Anglican  Clergy,  deriving  from  never  fail- 
ing sources  a  permanent  and  fixed  revenue,  and  not  mere- 
ly emoluments  commensurate  with  their  individual  exer- 
tions and  usefulness,  had  insensibly  lapsed  into  that  listless 
indolence  which  is  tlie  usual  result  of  ease  and  wealth. 
On  the  other  hand,  dissenting  ministers,  excited  hy  the 
most  powerful  stimulants,  both  temporal  and  religious, 
had,  with  unabated  zeal,  laboured  for  the  dissemination  of 
their  tenets,  and  the  most  extensive  success  had  crowned 
their  efforts.  By  those  numerous  sectaries,  petitions  were 
now  presented  to  the  new  Legislature  from  almost  every 
part  of  the  State.  In  general,  the  petitions  were  remark- 
able for  strength  of  reasoning,  and  elegance  of  expression. 
They  breathed  a  pure  and  glowing  attachment  to  repub- 
lican piinciples  ;  developed  in  eloquent  strains,  those  over- 
powering arguments  in  support  of  liberty  in  the  abstract, 
•.^  Iii'^h  gain  additional  foreo  when  applied  to  liberty  in  cod- 
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ncrns  of  reMgion  ;  firmly,  yet  pespeetfuHy,  contplained  of  CHAP. 
burthens  and  restrictions  inconsistent  with  equal  rights  ;  IX. 
and  expressed  a  cheering  hope,  that,  when  the  many 
and  grievous  oppressions  of  the  Parent  State  had  placed 
America  under  the  necessity  of  breaking  the  fetters  of  ty- 
ranny, and  of  forming  independent  Governmenis  upon  e- 
quitable  and  liberal  foundations*  non-conformistsshould  be 
freed  from  all  the  incumbrances  which  a  spirit  of  domina- 
tion, prejudice  or  bigotry,  had  interwoven  with  the  regal 
system.  It  was  well  known,  they  said,  that  in  the  frontier 
comities,  which  teemed  with  an  abundant  population,  the 
dissenters  had  borne  the  heavy  IjuHhcns  of  purchasing 
glebes  and  supporting  the  established  Clergy,  where  few 
Episcopalians  could  be  found  either  to  assist  in  bearing 
the  expense,  or  to  reap  the  advantage  ;  and  that  tlnoiigh- 
out  the  other  parts  of  (he  country,  there  were  also  many 
thousands  of  zealous  friends  and  defenders  of  the  state, 
who,  besides  the  invidious  and  disadvantageous  restricti- 
ons to  which  they  had  been  annually  sul)jec(ed,  paid  large 
taxes  to  support  an  establishment,  from  which  their  con- 
sciences and  principles  oldiged  them  to  dissent.  Taking 
other  views  of  the  subject,  connected  with  the  temporal  in- 
terests of  the  community,  which  a  full  and  unrestrained 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  conscience  could  not  fail  to 
promote  ;  with  the  nature  of  Christianity,  Avhose  native 
excellence  required  not  the  aid  of  state  power  and 
support  ;  with  the  inherent  rights  of  men,  whom  no  au- 
thority but  that  of  the  supreme  and  universalJudge,  can 
direct  and  bind  in  the  manner  of  discharging  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  Creator,  they  earnestly  intrcated 
for  all  religious  sects  *'  protection  in  the  full  exeix'ise  of 
their  several  modes  of  worship,  and  exemption  fiom  the 
payment  of  all  taxes  for  the  support  of  any  church  whate- 
ver, farther  than  what  might  be  agreeable  to  their  owa 
private  choice,  or  voluntary  obligation."* 

These  bold  and  palpable  truths,  and  the  result  which 
they  threatened,  roused  the  privileged  Clergy  from  their 
protracted  inertness  ;  and  counter  memorials,  in  which 
the  J>let/iodisfs  joined,  as  a  religious  society  in  '^•ommui^on 
with  the  church  of  England,  solicited  llie  continuance  of 
the  ecclesiastical  establishment,  upon  principles  of  jusiice, 
wisdom  and  policy.  The  Fipiscopulian  n;in>ters.  it  wn.s 
urged,  when  they  undertook  the  charge  of  Pavisht  s  in 
Virginia,  depended  on  the  public  faith  lor  reccivjig  that 
compensation  for  their  services,  during  liie,  orgocui  l)cha- 
viou3*,  which  the  laws  of  tjje  land  proinist'd,  a  icnure,  e- 
qually  sacred  as  that  by  which  every  'nun  in  tuc  sla.'e  hcl<l, 

•  See,  in  the  Journal  of  tlie  House  of  Deleer.ites  for  1776,  tlie  vr.rious 
oefltions  of  the  Dissenters,  pai-ticuka-ly  the  memorial  from  the  I'resby.er3' 
S'f  Hanover    . 


182  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,    and  had  secured  to  him  his  private  property.     Such  of  the 

IX.        Clergy  as  were  yet  unprovided  for,  had  entered  into  holy 

orders  with  expectations  which  it  would  he  unjust  to  frus- 

""'  ■  trate,  their  early  years  having  heen  entirely  devoted  to 
preparatory  acquirements.  The  Episcopalians  did  not 
mean  to  encroach  on  the  religions  rights  of  anv  sect  or  de- 
nomination of  men  ;  yet,  they  conceived  a  religions  esta- 
blishment in  a  State,  conducive  to  its  peace  and  happiness. 
The  practice  of  mankhul  heing  influenced  by  their  opinion, 
and  no  opinions  having  a  greater  tendency  to  promote  vir- 
tue, than  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  it  was  wise  to  en- 
courage and  support  a  body  of  al)le  and  virtuous  Apostles 
of  those  doctrines — Should  the  church  establishment  bea- 
bolished.  and  all  denominations  of  christians,  placed  up- 
on a  level,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that,  this  equality  would 
Jong  continue,  or  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  for  supe- 
riority. Much  confusion,  and  probably  civil  commotions 
would  attend  the  contest — Finally,  an  appeal  was  made  for 
the  decision  of  so  important  a  point,  to  the  sentiments  and 
■wishes  of  the  people  at  large — The  fiinal  determination  of 
the  House,  ought,  it  was  asserted,  to  be  deferred  until  the 
general  sense  of  the  good  people  of  Virginia  could  be  col- 
lected on  the  subject  ;  and  the  petitioners  concluded  by 
stating,  that  they  had  the  best  reasons  to  believe  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  <!esired  to  see  the  church  establifth- 
ment  continued  on  that  pre-eminent  footing,  which  the 
practice  of  many  years  had  consecrated. 

After  a  long  and  solemn  debate  on  this  momentous  ques- 
tion, the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  annulling  all 
and  every  act  of  Parliament,  by  whatever  title  known  or 
distinguished,  which  rendered  criminal  the  maintaining 
any  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  forbearing  to  repair  to 
church,  x)r  exercising  any  mode  of  worship  whatever,  or 
which  prescribed  punishments  for  the  same.  By  this  act. 
all  societies  of  dissenters  were  exempted  from  contributing 
to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  established  church. 
Salaries,  however,  and  arrears  of  salaries,  due  to  tlje  Epis- 
copalian ministers,  to  the  first  day  of  January  following, 
were  secured  to  them  by  a  levy  and  assessment  on  all  tith- 
ablcs within  the  several  Parishes.  The  glebes  already 
purchased,  the  churches  and  chapels  already  built,  and 
other  appendages  of  the  established  clergy,  were  saved  and 
reserved  for  their  use.  The  problematical  question  of  a 
general  assessment,  or  of  voluntary  contributions,  for  reli- 
gious purposes,  was  left  to  the  decision  of  a  future  Assem- 
bly ?  and  the  fixed  salaries  of  the  clergy,  subsequently  to 
the  date  above  mentioned,  wftre  suspended  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Assembly.  In  October,  1779,  this  sus- 
pension was  made  perpetual. 

Thus  was  the  cause  of  equal  rights  and  religious  liberty 
considerably  advanced.      Yet,  this  was  only  a  compromise 


VIRGINIA.  183 

between  Vight  and  wrong  ;   for  the  restrictions  and  penal-    CHAPs 

ties  sanetioned  bv  the  cominon  law,  still  remained  in  force.        IX. 

A  singular  mixture  of  civil  freedom  and  religious  slavery ! 

It  was  reserved  for  the  General  Assembly  of  1786,  to  wipe  "•  '  '• 

away  this  stigma,  by  completely  establishing  the  rights  of 

conscience,  and  expunging  frcm  the  code  of  a  free  people* 

every  trace  of  inquisiiuriat  intolerance  and  absurdity. 

When,  upon  the  repre^sentations  of  the  Commander  ia 
Chief,  and  the  palpable  urgency  of  existing  circumstances, 
the  General  Congress  found  it  necessary  that  the  armies 
of  the  United  Slates  should  be  augmented  to  88  battali- 
ons, to  serve  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  a  quota  of 
15  battalions  was  assigned  to  Virginia.  Of  the  9  battali- 
ons before  organized,  eight  were  already  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,  and  the  other  had  been  dissolved  by  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  for  wliich  the  men  composing  it  had  beeo 
enlisted.  This  ninth  battalion  was  ordered  to  be  re-es- 
tablished by  new  levies ;  and  six  additional  battalions  to 
he  raised,  on  Continental  pay.  Liberal  bounties,  and  other 
encouragements,  promoted  this  important  measure.  Such 
was  the  conviction  of  an  imperious  necessity  for  military 
strength  and  resistance,  that  recruiting  officers  from  the 
Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  were  permitted  to  enlist  men  ia 
the  State,  under  certain  restrictions.  Particular  attenti- 
on was  paid  to  the  organization  of  a  naval  force.  The  row 
gallies  already  built  were  offered  to  the  General  Congress 
for  the  transportation  ol'the  forces  on  the  continental  es- 
tablish ntent ;  more  were  directed  to  be  constructed,  and  a 
similur  measure  recommended  to  the  neighbouring  State 
of  Maryland.  Bodies  ot  Infantry  and  Ca"alry,  expediti- 
ously raised  and  admirably  officered,  received  orders  to 
join  General  Washington  with  all  possible  speed.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  State  were  requested  to  furnish  these 
troops  with  as  manj  blankets  as  they  c -uld  spare  from 
their  families  ;  and  this  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  a  gene- 
rous people,  was  cheerfully  obeyed.  Measures  for  internal 
defence  and  security,  were  also  adopted  with  salutary  vigor 
and  promptitude;*  fortifications  were  erected  at  various 
important  points,  and  three  battalions  of  infantry  raised 
for  garrisoning  them :  directions  were  issued  for  collect- 
ing the  copper  and  brass,  scattered  through  the  State,  and 
casting  the  same  into  cannon  ;  deposits  for  naval  stores 
were  establishcjl  in  convenient  situations;  an  additional 
number  of  marines  and  seamen  procured,  and  the  armed 
vessels  belonging  to  the  country  ordered  to  cruize  on  the 
enemy.  The  working  of  lead  mines  was  also  particularly 
encouraged. 

In  the  midst  of  tliese  warlike  provisions,  other  objects 
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CHAP,  weie  iu>t  forgotten.  The  Governor  was  empotVered  to 
IX.  purchase  all  the  salt  that  might  be  imporced  into  the  State 
for  six  months  to  come,  and  to  disiribute  tKe  same  amongst 
the  inhabitants  of  the  different  counties,  in  such  propor- 
tions as  their  exigencies  might  require,  regard  beinj* 
principally  had  to  such  counties  as  were  farthest  removed 
from  salt  water.  Afterwards,  tlie  engrossing  of  this  im- 
portant article  was  severely  proliibited  by  tlie  Legislature, 
as  well  as  the  exportation  of  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  other 
provisions. 

The  Governor,  Patrick  Henry,  laboured  at  this  time 
under  a  severe  indisposition.  The  House  of  Delegates, 
and  the  Senate,  acquainted  by  a  letter  from  him  with  this 
nnliappy  ciroumstanee,  owing  to  which  the  discharge'  of 
his  official  duties  must  necessarily  be  interrupted,  readily 
concurred  in  a  resolution  approving  of  his  design  to  retire 
into  the  e^junlry  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  By  the 
constitution,  it  was  directed,  that,  in  case  of  the  death,  iff* 
ability,  or  necessary  absence  of  the  Governor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  should  act  as  Lieutenant-Governor ; 
but  under  similar  circumstances  in  respect  to  the  Governor 
and  President  of  the  Council  at  the  same  time,  no  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  powers  of 
government.  To  remedy  this  defect,  it  was  enacted  that, 
in  the  event  alluded  to,  tlie  first  Privy  Counsellor,  aceor'f^ 
ing  to  the  order  of  priority  in  nomination  and  election,  who 
should  l>e  present  and  able,  shouM  act  as  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, and  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  authority 
belonging  to  that  office. 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  it  appeared  that  one  David 
Rogers,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  other  injudici- 
ous schemers,  had,  in  the  preceding  summer,  formed  a 
plan  for  erecting  a  separate  government  within  certain  li- 
mits, embracing  the  jlistrict  of  West-Augusta,  and  for  that 
purpose  circulated  a  memorial  at  Pittsburg,  and  other 
places.  Finding  their  scheme  vigorously  opposed,  the 
framers  of  this  design  did  not,  however,  despair  of  suc- 
cess. They  dispersed  advertisements  without  any  signa- 
ture, directing  the  people  to  choose  men  to  meet  and  con- 
sult whether  application  should  be  made  to  Congress  for 
laying  off  tlije  country  within  the  specified  limits,  int J  a 
new  government;  or  whether  they  would  not  immediately 
proceed  to  Colonise  themselves  by  their  own  authority,  and 
send  Delegates  to  Congress,  to  represent  them  as  tlie  four- 
teenth link  in  the  American  cliain.  Mr.  Rogers,  and  his 
associates  in  this  premature  plan,  refused,  in  July,  to  take 
an  oflth  proscribed  by  the  late  Convention,  and  persisted 
in  using  all  their  influence  to  make  prosGlyfes  to  their  fa- 
vourite scheme  of  a  new  government.  'riie  Legislature, 
loudly  reprobatinir  this  ill-timed  design,  instructed  the 
Vii-giiiian  Delegation  in  Congress,  vigorously  to  oppose  its 
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aceomplishment,  In  case  the  contemplated  attempt  were   CHAP. 
made;  and  an  act  was  passed  ascertaining  the  boundary       IX 
between  the  county  of  Augusta,  dividing  the  said  district 
into  three  distinct  counties,  Ohio,  Yohogania,  and  Monon-  '  ■ 

galia,  and  making  suitable  provisions  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  other  civil  purposes,  in  those  new 
counties. 

Among  the  multiplied  lalwurs  of  this  active  session,  we 
remark  the  organization  of  a  court  of  admir^ty;  certain 
facilities  afforded  to  persons  living  in  other  countries,  to 
dispose  of  their  estates  in  Virginia;  judicious  and  saluta- 
ry restraints  on  the  operations  of  the  acts  for  limitation  of 
actions,  and  recording  deeds  in  certain  cases  ;  humane 
and  efficient  provisions  for  pauper!  and  lunatics  ;  a  decla- 
ration that  tenants  of  lands  and  slaves  in  taille*  should 
hold  the  same  in  fee  simple  ;  the  establishment  of  naval 
officers  and  of  auditors  of  public  accounts  ;  a  definition  of 
treason,  and  regulations  for  the  punishment  of  certain  of- 
fences. These  regulations,  threatened  with  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, the  fine  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  nor  the  imprisonment,  the  term  of  five  years, 
any  person  residing,  or  being  within  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  who  should  by  any  word,  open  deed,  or  act, 
advisedly  or  w'llingly  maintain  and  defend  the  authority, 
jurisdiction,  or  power  of  the  King,  or  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  heretofore  claimed  and  exercised  within  this  Co- 
lony, or  should  attribute  any  such  authority,  jurisdiction, 
or  power  to  the  said  King  or  Parliament.  The  same  pe- 
nalties were  denounced  against  any  person,  who  should,  in 
like  manner,  endeavour  to  excite  the  people  to  resist  thl^ 
government  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  by  law  established, 
or  persuade  them  to  return  to  a  dependence  upon  the  Crown 
of  Great-Britain,  or  who  should  excite  or  raise  tumults 
and  disorders  in  the  State,  or  who  should  terrify  and  dis- 
courage the  people  from  enlisting  into  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  dispose  them  to  favor  the  enemy.  An 
additional  clause  in  this  act  prohibited  all  merchants,  tra- 
ders, and  others  to  import  into  Virginia  from  Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  or  the  British  plantations  in  the  West-Indies, 
any  good:;,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatsoever,  except  salt 
from  Bermuda  and  the  Bahama-Islands,  and  such  other 
articles  as  might  be  allowed  by  the  General  Congress ;  it 
further  imposed  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  on  all  exports 
from  the  Commonwealth,  except  on  articles  exchanged  for 
salt  and  other  licensed  objects. 

*  This  bill  suppressing;'  entails,  was  one  of  many,  fi-amed  by  that  emi- 
nent patriot,  Thos  Jefferson,  with  a  view  to  cmsh  forever  the  etemril  an- 
tagonism of  artificial  aristocracy  agahist  the  rig-ht^  and  happiness  of  the 
people.  We  will  fully  develope  that  grand  and  beneficial  plan,  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisors. 

2  A 
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CH\P         The  hijurioiis  influence  of  British  merchants,  and  their 

IX    *     fn-qurnt  oppoi* unities  «o  se<lu-'e  and  corrupt  the  minds  of 

J  he  j>e(»j)le.,  and  to  liold  correspondence  with,  and  give  in- 

■  telligeiice  (0  tlie  enrniy,  indueed  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 

lature, desiring  the  Governor  and  Council  to  cause  all  such 
characttrs  to  depart  the  t^onimonvealth,  hy  immediately 
putting  into  execution  the  statute  of  the  27th  of  Edward 
III.  clVapter  17,*  against  all  tlve  natives  of  Great-Britain, 
who  were  ;>?irtners  v>ith,  factors,  agents,  store-keepers, 
assistant  Hiore-keepers,  or  clerks  for  any  merchant,  or 
mei«chants  in  Great  Britain,  at  tlie  time  the  act  of  the 
Brilisii  Parliament  for  restraining  the  trade  of  America, 
and  seizing  Colonial  pr(»4)erty  on  tiie  water,  took  place,  ex- 
cept onlv  such  of  theinl^as  had  heretofore  uniformly  mani- 
fested a  friendly  disposition  to  the  American  cause,  or  were 
attached  to  the  country  h\  having  wives  or  children  in  it. 
Those  suhjects  of  the  Brit  ish  Monarch  who  should  satisfy 
the  Governor  and  Council  that  they  had  not  heen  able  to 
procure  other  means  of  departure,  might,  it  was  provided, 
have  "heir  pasage  to  any  foreign  iwrts  in  such  vessels  of 
the  State  as  tlie  Governor  and  Council  should  direct;  and 
all,  or  anv  of  ihem,  who  sliould  be  found  in  the  country, 
after  the  time  ros^iectiveiy  allowed  them  to  depart,  were 
•     to  be  confined  as  enemies *and  prisoners  of  war. 

The  Treasurer,  R.  C.  Nicholas,  resigned  his  office,  a- 
bout  this  time.  He  assigned  two  reasons  for  doing  so. 
Indisposition  rendered  him  unable  to  undergo  the  labori- 
ous dudes  of  his  department,  with  that  alacrity  and  atten- 
tion which  their  importance  and  a  regard  to  his  own  health 
•Required ;  and,  besides,  the  new  form  of  government  ex- 
.  cl;id««d  the  Treasurer  from  election  to  a  seat  in  the  Legis- 
lature. He  would,  he  said,  under  such  circumstances  have 
offered  his  resignation  sooner,  but  he  had  eonccived  it  im- 
proper to  do  so,  until  the  more  pressing  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  were  satisfied,  to  prevent  any  embarrassment  in 
the  public  affairs,  or  before  he  had  fully  accounted  for  the 
large  sums  of  money  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted. 
The  thanks  of  the  House  were  returned  to  this  meritorious 
and  virtuous  oiiieer  for  his  great  assiduity,  care,  and  fide- 
lity in  the  exeeulion  of  his  arduous  functions.  Th<  coun- 
try, it  was  observi'd,  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  circumstan- 
ces which  induced  his  resignation;  and  to  obviate  the  in- 
,  conveniencies  which  his  immediate  retreat  migiit  produce, 
he  was  earnestly  requested  to  eontinue  to  act  as  Treasurer 
until  the  end  of  the  session.  Deeply  impressed  with  such 
marks  of  gratitude,  approliation,  and  confidence,  and 
Avarmly  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  community,  Mr.  INi- 
cholas  eonijdied  with  the  desire  of  tise  Legislature,  observ- 
ing that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  contemplated  term,  he 


•See  Appendix,  Xo.  15. 
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would  surrender  the  office  to  his  successor,  "  he  trusted    CHAP. 
Avith  (.lean  iiaiids,  and  lie  could  assure  the  House,  with        IX. 
empty  ones."     George  Webb  was  that  successor.  

Numerous  petitions  for  relief,  and  other  objects,  occu- 
pied  fbe  attention  of  a  Legislature,  po|nilar  in  its  essence, 
and  disposed,  of  course,  lo  extend  its  beniwolent  and  gene- 
rous aid  to  sufferers  of  all  descriptions.  Tlie  personal  estate 
•f  Dunniore  had  been  sold,  and  bis  lands  rented  out,  by 
order  of  the  late  Convention.  The  proceeds  avci  e  applied 
to  the  payment  of  all  Just  claims,  public  or  private,  againsX 
the  fugitive  Governor. 

The  late  change  introduced  in  the  form  of  government, 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  corresponding  changes 
in  the  laws  heretofore  in  force,*  many  of  which  were  in- 
applicable to  I  he  powers  of  government,  as  now  orga  lized, 
others  were  founded  on  principles  heterogeneous  to  the 
republican  spirit,  others  which,  long  before  such  change, 
had  been  oppressive  to  the  people,  could  yet  never  be  re- 
pealed w  bile  the  regal  power  continued,  and  others,  having 
taken  their  origin  while  the  anc«'stors  of  the  Virginians 
remained  in  Britain,  could  no5  be  well  adapted  to  their  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  time  and  place.  It  was  also  necessa- 
ry to  introduce  certain  other  laws,  which,  though  proved 
by  the  experience  of  other  States  to  be  friendly  to  liberty 
and  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  the  citizens  of  Virginia  had 
not  heretofore  been  permitted  to  adopt.  As  a  work  of  such 
magnitude,  labour,  and  difficulty,  could  not  be  effi'cted 
during  the  short  and  busy  term  of  a  session  of  Assembly, 
it  was  enacted  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  live  persons 
should  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  (tliree 
of  whom  to  be  a  quorum)  who  should  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  revise,  a'ler,  amend,  repeal,  or  introduce  all 
or  any  of  the  said  laws,  to  form  the  same  into  l>ills,  and 
report  them  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Suitable  provisions  were  added  to  render  the  execution  of 
this  important  task  as  pronspt  and  easy  as  its  nature  could 
well  allow  ;  and  the  bills  to  he  prepai'cd  and  reported  ly 
the  Committee  of  Revivors,  were  to  receive,  in  the  usual 
form,  the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Assenjbly,  before 
they  acquired  the  character  ar.d  authority  of  laws.  Tbos. 
Jefferson,  Edmund  Pendleton,  George  Wy<he,  George 
Mason,  and  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee for  that  important  revision.  From  the  converging 
rays  of  legal  wisdom  which  those  gentlemen  were  able  to 
condense  into  one  focus,  a  pure  and  refulgent  light  wsis 
expected,  which  would  dispel  the  inauspicious  darkness  in 
which    the  Virginian  code  was  then  immersed.     We  will 


*  See  preamble  to  the  act  for  the  icvis'Km  of  the  l.iv.s.  in  Uic Appen- 
dix to  the  Jounial  oi'  the  House  of  Delegates,  ilv  177G. 
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CHAP.    Lave  occasion,  in  the  sequel  of  our  narrative,  to  notice  the 

TX.        resulf  of  tliis  noble  and  pre-eminently  useful  scheme.  The 

co-operation  of  George  Wythe  appearing  essential,  the 

■  patriotic  Mann  Page,  of  Spottsylvania,  was  elected  his 

successor  in  the  Congressional  Delegation. 

The  decisive  step  of  independence,  and  the  firm  atti- 
tude assumed  by  the  new  republic,  opened,  it  was  thought, 
a  favorable  prospect  for  foreign  alliances.  It  was  under- 
stood tbat  the  Members  of  the  French  Cabinet,  eager  to 
renew  the  contest  for  maritime  superiority,  and  to  humble 
British  arrogance,  viewed  with  secret  exultation  the  resist- 
ance of  America,  and  wished  to  seize  on  this  advantageous 
opportunity  for  a  successful  war  with  England.  .  Listen- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  policy,  the  American  Congress  re- 
solved to  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  the  Court  of 
France;  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Deane.  and  Thos, 
Jefferson,  were  honoured  with  their  cli«ice.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
explains  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  decline  the  ap- 
pointment. 

WitLiAMSBURG,  Oct'r.  llth,  1776. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  30th,  together  with  the  resolutions  of 
Congress,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  came  safe  to  hand.  It  would 
ar-iuc  great  insensibiliiy  in  me,  could  I  receive  with  indif- 
ference, so  confidential  an  appointment  from  your  Body. 
My  thanks  are  a  poor  return  for  the  partiality  they  have 
been  pleased  to  entertain  for  me.  ^'o  cares  for  my  own 
person,  nor  yet  for  my  private  affairs,  wouhl  have  induced 
one  moment's  hesitation  io  accept  the  charge.  But  cir- 
cumstances very  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  my  family, 
such  as  neither  permit  me  to  leave,  nor  to  carry  it,  cpmpel 
me  to  ask  leave  to  decline  a  service  so  honorable,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  so  important  to  the  American  cause.  The 
necessity  under  which  I  labour,  and  the  conflict  I  have  im- 
dergone  for  three  days,  during  which  I  could  not  deter- 
mine to  dismiss  your  messenger,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my 
pardon  with  Congress ;  and  I  am  sure  there  are  too  many 
of  that  body  to  whom  they  may  with  better  hopes  confide 
this  charge,  to  leave  them  under  a  moment's  difficulty  in 
making  a  new  choice.  I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  at- 
tachment to  your  honorable  Body,  and  the  great  cause 
they  support,  their  and  your 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THO's  JEFFERSON. 

Dr.  Arthur  Lee,  whom  h\s  MonUor''s  Lei Icrs,  invimM- 
eation  of  Colonial  rights,  his  subse(}uent  services  as  Agent 
for  Virginia  in  England,  ami  bis  ardent  devodou  tothe  A- 
merieaii  cause,  jirslfy  recoTiimer.dcd  to  the  'iublie  esteein. 
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was  then  appointed,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jefferson  ;  and  lie    CTTAP. 
joined  his  colleiij^ues.  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.    Deane,  at        IX. 
Paris,  in  December  following. 

When,  towards  the  close  of  this  session,  tlie  Legislature  '  ■  '■  '^'^ 
of  Virginia  beheld  the  awful  and  critical  situation  of  Ame- 
rica— the  enemy  in  possession  of  New  York— General 
Washington  precipitately  retreating  through  the  Jerseys, 
before  an  overwhelming  force — and  the  salvation  of  the 
country,  depending  next  to  providential  aid,  on  some  extra- 
ordinary measures  and  efforts — several  of  its  members,  ac- 
tuated, it  is  thought,  by  laudable  intenti(^ns,  but  struck 
"with  causeless,  or  at  least,  exaggerated  alarm,  and  misap- 
plying the  example  of  the  Roman  republic,  in  limes  of  ex- 
treme danger,  proposed  and  advocateil  a  step, in  itself  mor» 
formidable,  and  eventually  more  fatal  to  the  liberties  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  than  the  British  arms.  Tliis  was 
no  less  than  the  surrender  into  a  single  hand  of  every 
power,  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary,  civil  and  mi- 
litary of  life  and  of  death,  over  the  persons  and  tlie  proper- 
ties of  the  citizens  ;  nothing  less  than  the  substitution  of  a 
despotic  in  lieu  of  a  limited  monarch  :  nothing  less,  in 
short,  than  the  appointment  of  a  Iticlatnr  !  Strange 
blindness  !  unaccountable  infatuation  I  where  was  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  measure  ?  or  its  necessity  ?  or  its  ex- 
pediency ?  But,  it  would  ill  become  us  to  offer  our  feeble 
remarks  on  this  momentous  subject,  after  the  eloquent, 
nervous,  and  overpowering  developement  of  it,  which  the 
warning  voice  of  a  venerable  sage  and  Patriot*  has  so- 
lemnly impressed  on  the  Diinds  of  his  country-men.  With 
him  we  are  willing  to  acquit  the  consciences,  whilst  we 
impeach  the  judgment,  of  those  who  fell  into  an  error  so 
palpable,  and  so  frauj;ht  with  peril  and  mischief;  with 
him  we  experience  increased  surprise  and  indignati<tn, 
when  we  see  the  same  proposition  repeated  in  June,  17SI, 
and  wanting  only  a  few  votes  of  being  passed  ;  and  wiih 
him  we  are  firmly  convinced,  that  if  in  either  case,  pro- 
motes of  a  design  so  vitally  fatal,  supposed  in  the  people 
such  resignation  as  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  deiivci**d  o- 
verto  the  rods  and  hatchet  of  a  Dictator,  they  totally  niie- 
took  tueir  character  !  We  have  not  been  able  to  pvobf*  to 
the  quick,  of  this  political  ulcer;  Mr.  Jefferson  who  had  la- 
boured in  the  common  cause  with  tlie  men  w  ho  advocated 
the  obnoxious  measufe,  and  often  proved  the  purity  of 
their  principles,!  impeaches  their  judgment  only,  a':  bo- 
fore  observed.  Let  it  be  so!  Let  no  secret  putritlityof 
heart,  and  profligacy  of  principles,  be  suspected  in  n  consi- 
derable portion  of  *•  that  plurality,  in  whose    hands    the 


*  See  JefferaorCs  notes  on  Virginia,  Query  Xin,  Constitution,  See. 
t  See  notes  on  Virginia  ;  ubi  tSvpra^ 
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CHAP,  people  had  placed  the  powers  of  Government,  to  prevent 
IX.        the  coiTupt  will  of  any  one  man  ft  om  oppressing  tlieni   in 
_  future  !"     It  appears^  from  concurring;  reports,  that  this 

"'  dictatorial  scheme  produced,  in  the  Legislature,  unusual 

heat  and  violence.  The  memhers  who  favored,  and  those 
who  opposed  it,  walked  the  streets  on  difFeient  sides,  i  he 
venerahle  Speaker  or  the  Senate,  Archibald  Cary,  mani- 
fested on  (he  occa'-ion,  a  republican  stunness,  which  places 
him  bv  the  side  of  Cato.  or  even  Brutus. 

That  Mr.  Henry  was  the  person  in  view  for  the  Dicta- 
torship, is  well. ascertained  ;  and  the  bold,  impassioned, 
and  energetic  temper  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  justi- 
fies a  belief  of  whatever  is  connected  \^ith  republican  firm- 
ness and  decision. 

Although  the  dictatorial  plan  was  relinquished,  it  ap- 
pearen  advisable  to  adopt  certain  measures  to  the  evident 
and  if\'^cx\i  necessity  of  the  times.  Additional  powers  uere, 
therefore,  conferred  on  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  a  li- 
mited period,  for  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  means  to 
repel  the  invasions  of  the  enemy.  The  Governor  was  fully 
«  authorized  and  empowered,  by  and  witli  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Privy  Council,  from  henceforward,  nntil 
ten  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly, 
to  carr\  into  execution  such  requisitions  as  might  be  made 
to  the  Comm.onwealth  of  Virginia  by  the  American  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  encountering  or  repelling  the  ene- 
my, to  order  the  three  battalions  on  (he  pay  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  to  march  (if  necessary)  to  join  the 
continental  armv.  or  to  tire  assistance  of  any  of  the  U- 
nited  States  ;to'call  forth  any  and  such  greater  military 
force,  as  thev  should  judge  requisite,  either  by  embodying 
companies  or  regiments  of  Volunteers,  or  by  raising  addi- 
tional battalions,  appointing,  and  commissioning  their  pro- 
per officers,  and  to  direct  their  operations  within  the  State, 
under  the  command  of  the  continental  Generals,  or  other 
officers,  according  to  their  respective  ranks  ;  or  order  them 
to  march  to  ioin  and  act  in  concert  with  the  continental 
army,  or  the'troops  of  any  of  the  American  States— and  to 
provide  for  their  pay,  supply  of  provisions,  arms,  and  other 
necessaries,  at  the  charge  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  draAV- 
ing  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  money  that  might  be  necessary 
fi  om  time  to  tinse.  Ihe  Treasurer  was,  accordingly,  autho- 
rized to  pay  such  warrants  out  of  the  public  money  which 
might  be  in  his  hands,  and  if  any  deficiency  should  occur, 
the  general  Assembly  were  to  make  ample  provision  for  it.'* 
A  concluding  resolution  fan  in  the  following  words  : 

*'  Ticsolrcih  Tliat  our  Delegates  be  instructed  to  recom- 
mend (o  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  may  not 
be  nccesriry  and  expedient,  in  the  present  dangerous  and 
critical  situation  of  America,  in  order.to  give  vigour,  ex* 
peditioQ,  and  secrecy  to  our  military  measures,  to  invest 
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tfie  Commander  in  Chief  of  ihe  American  forees,  with    CHAP. 
more  ample  ami  extensive  powers  for  eonduefin}?  the  ope-        IX. 
rations  of  the  war  ;  and  that  they  will  earnest Iv  exiiort  the 
difteient  Legislatnres  of  the  I'nited  American  Slates  to  a-   "  ^ 

dopt  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  methods  for  calling 
their  military  force  into  action,  and  co-operating  with  the 
Generals  of  tlie  American  arinies." 

We  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  remark  the  acquiescence 
of  Congress  in  this  and  other  sahKury,  energizing  recom- 
mendations ;  let  us  now  rapidly  trace  the  important  events, 
w  hich  had  hrought  in  their  rear  the  awful  crisis,  here  al^ 
luded  to. 

We  have  seen  General  Howe  possessing  himself  of  Staten      Militaiy 
Island,   and  there  successively   reinforced  hy  British  and  evemstothe 
German  troops,  a  considcrahle  hody  of  which  arrived  with  NoiAhward. 
his  hrother,  Admiral  Howe.     Wliiist  off  the  coast  of  New- 
England,  the  latter  sent  by  a  Hag  to  several  of  the  former 
royal  Governors  a  circular  letter,  explanatory  of  the  ob- 
jects of  his  mission,  together  |vith  a  declaration  which  lie 
desired  them  to  luomulgafe.  as  early  as  possible,  in  order 
that  all  persons   might   he   immediately  informed  of  his 
Majesty's  gracious  intentions."  The  who'le  was  transmitted 
by  General  Washington  to  Congress,  and  by  that  Body  or- 
dered to  be  published  in  the  several  Gazettes  <' that  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States  n»ight   be  informed  of 
what  nature  were  the  Commissioners,  and  what  the  terms 
with  the  expectation  of  which  the  Court  of  Great-Britain 
had  endeavoured  to  amuse  and  disarm  theni ;  and  that  the 
few  who  still  remained  suspended  by  a  hope,  founded  either 
in  the  justice  or  moderation  of  the  Ministers,  might  be 
convinced  that  the  valor  alone  of  their  country  was  to  save 
its  liberties."     At  a  subsequent  period,  another  flag  was 
sent  to  New- York  with  a  letter  from  Lord  Howe  for  Mr. 
Washington.     The  American  General,  nal  urally  w  as  above 
the  punctilios  of  etiquette;  but  wlieie  disrespect  to  his 
station  was  evidently  intended,  it  became  him  to  press  on 
the  supercilious  foe,  a  proper  regard  to  the  decorums  of 
ofiicial  intercourse.     He  therefore  refused  to  receive  bis 
Lordship's  communicatioi),  until  formally  addressed.  This 
produced  an  interview  between  him,  and  the  British  Ad- 
jutant-General, Colonel  Paierson  :  the  subject  of  the  con- 
ference chiefly  related  to*  the  complaints  of  prisoners  oa 
both  sides.     Considering  the  contest  as  a  war  against  re- 
bels, the  servants  of  the  Crown  had  not  conceived  theui' 
selves  bound   by  the  ordinary  laws  of  war,  in  lespect  to 
American  prisoners;  and  tbishad,  in  some  instances,  call- 
ed for   retaliation.     We  will  have  occasion  to  observe  the 
systemaUc  and  inflexible  course  of  cruelties  exercised  in 
this  way  by  the  British  daring  the  three  fast  years  of  the 
war.  'J  owards  the  close  of  the  conference,  Patterson  hap- 
pened lo  observe  that  the- Commissioners  were  vested  with 
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CHAP,  ample  powers.  <*  Their  powers,  replied  GeneranVasliing- 
IX.  ton,  are  only  to  grant  pardons.  They  who  have  eonimit- 
<ed  no  f ault,'want  no  pardon.  Tlie  Americans  are  only  de- 
rending-  what  they  think  their  indisputahle  riglits."  These 
sentiments  were  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  feelings  of 
all  real  Americans.  Tlie  proffered  clemency  was  general- 
ly considered  as  a  haughty  eomhination  of  insull  with  in- 
furv.  The  Brili^li  Commissioners,  relinquishing  this 
hopeless  ettort,  now  recurred  to  arms  Powerful  motives 
sfimululed  ihem  to  aciion.  It  appears  that  ihe  great  plan 
of  the  enemy,  for  1776,  had  heen  simultaneously  to  strike 
at  the  heart,  and  at  the  extremities  of  United  America, 
with  a  view  to  dishact  her  councils,  divide  her  strength, 
and  thcrehy  disarm  her  resistance.  But  numherless  ob- 
stacles opposed  the  execution  of  a  plan,  in  itself  no  less 
plausible  than  formidable.  Ihe  attack  on  the  South  vas 
tardy,  ill-coiitUicted,  unsuccessful.  On  the  IVorth,  not- 
withstanding tlie  retrogadc  movenicnt  of  the  daring  band, 
whose  valour  had  shaken  the  walls  of  Quebec,  the  genius  of 
the  new-born  Republic  still  maintained  an  obstinate  strug- 
gle for  tlie  mastery  of  the  Lakes.  Success  at  the  middle 
point  iK-came,  therefore,  the  more  ijuportant.  A  liope^ 
yet  prevailed  that  Carleton,  penetrating  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson,  would  finally  be  able  to  effect  a  junction  witli 
the  central  army,  an«l  thus  inlercept  all  communication 
between  the  Eastern,  the  Middle,  and  the  Southern  States. 
Independently  of  this  contemplated  junction,  it  was  advis- 
able to  secure  the  possession  of  Long-Island,  whose  ferti- 
lity promised  abundyni  sunplies,  and  of  New- York,  whence 
irruptions  could  easily  be  made  into  various  parts  of  New- 
England,  into  the  Jerseys,  and  even  into  Penusvlvania, 
whose  metropolis  would  be  an  iiiiportant  conquest.  A 
comparative  view  of  th«  rival  forces  swelled  the  expecta- 
taiions  of  the  British  G*  neral.  He  had  under  his  com- 
muid  a  body  of  about  30.000  excellent  troops  well  armed, 
well  supplied,  impatient  for  action,  anfl  supported  by  a 
iiumei  ous  fleet.  On  the  other  hand,  Washington  scarcely 
counted  one  half  of  that  number  fit  for  service;*  and  his 
extensive  posts  prevented  a  concentration;  nor,  if  inbred 
valor,  and  love  of  country  be  excepted,  were  his  unexpe- 
rienced, undisciplined  troops  possessed  of  those  qualifica- 
tions, or  of  those  advantages,  which  presage  and  ensure 
victory.  Tl>e  defective  organization  of  the  Americvm  ar- 
my is  strongly  depictured  in  the  letters  of  its  Chief  to 
Congress,  who,  soon  after,  applied  a  partial  remedy.  In 
this  posture  of  alfairs.  General  Howe,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  August,  landed  his  aiiny  on  Long-island,  between 
the  two  snrdll  Towns  of  Utrecht  and  Gravesend.     No  op- 


•  Gen.  Heith  says  40,000,  officers  included— of  Mhom  10,000 were  sick. 
Other  pslimates  arc  much  below. 
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position  was  offered  at  that  point.     The  Amei-icnns  eon-    CHAP 
fined  (heir  attention  to  works  erected,  under  tlie  direeiion        IX 
of  (ieneral  Greene,  in  a  more  ^'or^herlJ  part  of  the  Ishind, 
and  nearly  opposite  to  New- York,  for  whose  protection 
they  were  intended.  From  the  station  taken  by  the  British, 
after  their  hmding.  these  works  were  separated  bv  a  chain 
of  hills,  over  which  passes,  easily  defensible,  had  been  o- 
pcned.     Greene  happening,  af  this  time,  to  hibour  under 
a  severe  indisposition,  General  Sullivan  was  subs»i(uted  in 
his  room.       Brave,  zealous,  and   active,  but  deficient  in 
watchfulness,  Sullivan  by  ;>n  unaccountable  oversight,  suf- 
fered those  important  passes  to  remain  without  adequate 
guaids;  and,  on  the  2bth  of  Augusj.  the  BriHsh.  advanc- 
ing in  several  columns,    surprised  and  defeated  him.  with 
a  loss,  on  his  part,  of  between  iOO  and  500  killed,  and  near- 
ly 1100  prisoners,  among  which  were  Lord  Sterling,  um\ 
himself.     On  both  sides,    great  courage   was  disphsy,  d  • 
and.  even  in  the  confusion  attendant  on  a  surprise,  the  A- 
merieans  extorted  from  the  enemy  the  praise  of  intrepidity 
and  heroic  firmness  ;  but  this  unfortunate  aifair  compelled 
the  evacuation   of  Long  Island,    which   was  providentiallv 
effected,  on  the  SOih   of  August,  without  any  afUIitiona'l 
loss.     Lieutenant  General  Heister,  with  a  brigade  of  Hes- 
sians, inimediately  upon  this  retreat,  occupied  the  heights 
of  Brooklyn,  and  (he  rest  of  the  royal  army  took  other^d- 
Tantageous  positions. 

Elated  with  this  first  success,  and  building  sanguine  hopes 
on  its  effects.  Lord  tiowe  hastened  to  renew  his  pacific  o- 
vertures.  By  General  *itlivan,  now  a  prisoner  on  parole^ 
he  informed  Congress  that,  although^e  could  not  at  pre- 
sent treat  with  them,  as  a  political  Body,  still  he  was  (desi- 
rous to  have  a  conference  with  some  of  the  membeis  whom 

he  would,  in  that  case,     consider   as  private  gentlemen 

that  he  and  his  brother  were  invested  with  full  powers  to 
compromise  the  dispute  hetween  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica, upon  terms,  the  obtaining  of  Avhich,  had  delayed  h^'m 
near  two  months  in  England, 'and  prevented  his  reaching 
America  hefore  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Thjit 
he  wished  for  a  compact  hefore  a  decisive  hloAv  was  struck, 
and  whilst  no  compuhion  yet  existed  on  either  side— that^ 
in  case  such  a  compact  sliould  be  determined  upon,  the  an' 
thority  of  Congress  would  be  acknowledged,  since,  without 
such  acknowledgment,  that  coiiiDact  could  he  valid  ' 

Congress  could  not,  as  the  Repi-esentatives  of  free  and 
Independent  States,  send  any  members  of  their  Bodv  Yo 
confer  with  Lord  IIoavc  in  their  private  characters.  Y«t, 
even  desirous  of  establishing  peace  on  reasonable  te^-m«' 
they  appointed  Dr.  Franklin.  .Tolm  Adams,  and  Fdv  nn] 
Rutledge.  a  Committee  «  to  know  if  h?sLordshii>  I  at'  a- 
ny  authority  to  treat  for  that  purpose  with  persons  autho- 

2  B 
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CjL\p^    rized  by  Congress,  and  to   hear  such   propositions  as  he 
IX.        should  think  fit  1o  make  respectuig  the  same." 

The  desired  interview  took  place  upon  ."^taten  Island, 
opposite  to  Ambcy,  where  his  Lordship  received  and  en- 
tertained the  members  o^  the  Congressional  Committee 
with  ihe  utmost  politeness,  but  in  the  character  of  private 
gentlemen.  AVaving  the  discussion  of  this  point,  they  de- 
clared themselves  ready  to  hear  w  hatever  he  might  have 
t©  propose.  His  Lordship  then  widely  expatiated  upon  the 
"wisli  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  to  render  the  British 
Government  easy  to  America  ;  with  intimations  thai,  in 
case  the  Colonies  should  return  to  their  allegiance  and  o- 
bedience  to  that  Government,  they  would  cause  the  offen- 
sive acts  of  Parliament  to  be  revised,  and  the  instructions 
to  Governors  to  hi  recovsidered,  so  as  lo  remove  any  just 
causes  of  complaint.  Hit-  Committee  retraced  the  steps 
which  had  led  America  to  Independence,  a  measure  found- 
ed in  the  will  of  the  people,  and  1\iiich  it  was  not  in  the 
powe:'  of  Congress  to  annul — they  assured  his  Lordship  of 
the  inclination  oi  United  America  to  peace,  and  of  their 
willingness  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  Britain,  that 
might  be  advantageous  to  bolh  countries.  Upon  this.  Lord 
Howe  observed,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  accom-> 
modal  ion,  and  put  an  end  to  the  conference.  Ihus  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  merely 
extended  to  granting  pardons,  and  declaring  America,  or 
any  part  of  it  to  be  in  the  King's  peace,  upon  submission. 
This  certitude  dispelled  the  charm,  broke  the  tallsn^un» 
whir  »i!  promises  of  ^ace  and  reconciliation  still  preserved 
wi^h  i'-uiny.  We  may  infer  the  general  sentiment,  on  the 
suiiject  of  this  abortive  measure  of  the  British  Commissi- 
oners, from  the  following  passage  in  the  second  number  of 
the  Imerkan  Crisis,  addressed  to  Lord  Howe  by  the  cele- 
brated author  of  Common  Sense. 

,    "  U  was  beneath  the  »li,i;nity  of  the  American  Congress 
to  oay  any  regard  to  a  message,  that,  at  best,  was  a  gen- 
teel affront,  and  had  much  of  the  ministerial  complexion  of 
tampei'ing  with  private  persons  ;  and  which  might  proba- 
bly have  been  the  case,  had  the  gentlemen,  who  were  de- 
puted on  tliat  business,  possessed  that  eas>  kind  of  virtue, 
which  im  English  courtier  is  so  truly  distinguished  by.— 
Your  request,  however,  Avas  complied  with  ;    for  honest 
men  are   naturally  more   tender  of  their  civil,  than  their 
political  fame.     The  interview  ended  as  every  sensible  man 
thought  it  would  ;  for  your  Lordship  knows  as  well  as  the 
writer  of  this  crisis,    that  it  is  impossiWe  for  the  King  of 
England  to  jiromise  the  repeal  or  even  the  revisal  of  any 
acts  of  Parliament  :    wherefore,  on  your  part  ^  ou  had  no- 
thing to  say,  more  than  to  request,  in  the  room  oFdemand- 
ing,  the  entire  surrender  of  the  eonfinent  ;  and  *hen,  if  it 
was  complied  with,  to  promise  that  the  inhabitants  should 
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escape  with  their  lives.     This  was  the  upshot  of  the  con-    CHAP. 
ferenee  ;  you  informed  the  conferees   that  you  were  two       IX. 

months  in  soliciting  these  powers.     What  powers  ?  for,  as 

Commissioner,  you  have  none.  If  you  mean  the  power  of  " 
pardoning,  it  is  an  ohlique  proof  that  your  King  was  deter- 
mined to  saerifiee  every  thing  hefore  him  ;  and  that  you 
were  two  months  in  dissuading  him  from  his  purpose.  A- 
nother  evidence  cf  his  savage  obstinacy  !  From  your  own 
account  of  the  matter,  we  may  justly  draw  these  two  con- 
clusions: llrst,  that  you  serve  a  tyrant;  and  secondly, 
that  never  was  a  Commissioner  sent  on  a  more  foolish  er- 
rand than  yourself.  This  plain  language  may,  perhaps, 
sound  uncouthly  to  an  ear  vitiated  by  courtly  refinements, 
but  words  are  made  for  use,  and  the  fault  lies  in  deserving 
them." 

Again  laying  aside  the  barren  olive  branch,  the  Commis- 
sioners resumed  the  sword.  Rapidly  surveying  the  milita- 
ry transactions  of  that  eventful  period,  we  see  British  ships 
sailing  up  the  Hudson  and  East  river,  in  spite  of  the  ob- 
structions and  Forts  intended  to  prevent  their  passage— 
An  hostile  force  lands  on  New  York  Island,*  and  takes  the 
City,  which  the  Americans  had  prudently  evacuated — an 
accidental  fire  destroys  nearly  one-fourth  of  it,  a  few  days 
after — the  Americans  slowly  retreat  to  the  northern  parts 
of  the  Island,  and  thence  to  White-Plains — the  enemy  pur- 
sues thf  m,  seeking  with  keenness  a  general  engagement — 
a  partial  action  and  sharp  skirmishes  only,  take  place,  in 
which  the  disgrace  incurred  by  part  of  the  army  upon  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  at  Frog's  Neck,  is  amply  redeemed — 
Unable  to  force  Washington  to  a  decisive  struggle,  Howe 
suddenly  marches  his  troops  towards  King's  Bridge,  and 
threatens  Fort  Washington,  yet  occupied  by  the  Americans 
on  the  left  side  of  the  Hudson.  Washington  crosses  that 
river,  and  reaches  Fort  Lee,  in  time  to  witness  the  fall  of 
the  Fort  honoured  with  his  name.  On  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber it  surl-enders  to  the  enemy,  with  its  stores,  ordnance, 
and  about  3000  prisoners,  who  are  sent  to  perish  in  Prison- 
ships  and  sugar- houses,  in  New  York.  Many  of  its  brave 
defenders  were  pierced  with  the  bayonet  of  the  merciless 
Hessian — Washini»ton  saAv  it — and  tears  are  said  to  have 
bedewed  his  venerable  cheeks — He  wept  over  his  men — he 
wept  over  his*own  fatal  acquiescence  in  well-meant,  but  er- 
roneous councels — Soon  after.  Fort  Lee,  on  the  opposite 
bank,  is  menaced  with  a  similar  fate,  but  a  4iniely  retreat 
over  the  Hackinsack  saves  the  garrisoii — leaving  a  divisi- 
on of  the  army  at  Nortb-Castle,  under  Lee's  command :  . 


•  It  was  in  one  of  the  skirmishes  which  preceded  the  capture  of  New 
York,  that  tlie  brave  Major  Leitcli  of  Virgiafa,  was  inort;illy  wounde<l, 
wjiilst  fig'hting'  with  the  utmost  gallantry.     ^ 
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CHAP,    and  another  at  Peek's  Kill,  under  General  Heath— Wasli- 
IX.       in!;ton  retreats  to  Newark,  with  about  3500  men      A  strong 
body  of  ihe  enemy,   beaded  by  Cornwallis.  bangs  on  bis 
i-  rear,  and  again  courts  a  decisive  action.     But  \inwilling,  at 

so  critical  a  Juncture,  to  stake  ibe  lil)erties  of  bis  country 
on  the  hazard  of  a  single  day.  saciilicing  personal  fame  to 
public  Aveal,  the  commander  in  (  hief  retires  to  Brunswick. 
'JMiere  be  bad  cherished  a  hope  to  be  enabled,  by  the  pro- 
mised reinforcements,  to  make  a  stand,  and  to  limit  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pursuing  foe,  to  the  banks  of  the  Raril  on— I'hat 
hope  is  frustrated  ;  the  temporary  enlistments  of  most  of  his 
troops  expire— and  a  new  retreat  is  tlie  unavoidable  conse- 
quence. On  the  ith  of  December,  he  reaches  Trenton  j 
quits  it  on  the  7th,  and  crosses  the  Delaware 

This  retreat,  was,  at  the  time,  censured  by  the  rash  and 
the  prejudiced — it  was  thought  pusillanimous,  disgraceful; 
it  is  now  justlv  esteemed  wise  and  glorious— and  posterity 
vill  confirm  the  opinion.  The  American  army  consisted, 
at  one  time,  of  less  tlian  1000  ;  at  no  time,  of  more  than 
4000  men.  The  enemy  was,  at  least,  8000  strong,  exclu- 
sive ol  a  numertuis  artillery  and  light-horse.  Yet,  this 
handful  of  Americans  slowly  retreated  above  80  miles, 
without  losing  a  dozen  men.  Had  AVashington  suffered  his 
martial  spirit  to  overcome  his  prudence ;  bad  be  closed  with 
the  appeal  of  the  enemy,  he  would  have  hurled  his  army, 
hiiiiself,  and  his  country,  into  irretrievable  ruin.  The  im- 
mense responsibility  now  resting  upon  him.  awed,  without 
shaking  his  noble  mind.  He  is  said  to  have  enterf^ined 
thoughts,  if  reduced  to  extremities,  of  retiring  to  Augusta 
county  in  Virginia,  and,  if  overpowered  even  there,  of  cross- 
ing the  farther  Alleghanies,  and  seeking  in  the  tlien  wild  re- 
gions of  the  West,  security  and  Liberty.  In  the  mean  time, 
succours  were  urged  from  all  side^.— Yet.  they  slowly 
came.  Wish  about  3000  men,  Lee  advanced  in  the  rear 
of  the  British  ;  but  bis  usual  alertness  and  vigilance  seem- 
ed to  have  forsaken  him.  On  the  13th  of  December,  he 
was  unfortunately  surprised  by  a  party  of  British  light 
horse*— an  event  keenly  felt  in  the  present  crisis!  Ihe 
eneniv  boasted  of  having  taken  the  "  American  Palladi- 
urn  ;'"'  and  th^ir  triumph  was  equal  to  the  mortihcation  ot 


*  Bri-adier  General  Adam  Stephen,  then  with  General  )\ashinj?ton,  af- 
ter descri!)i  i-the  cruelties  and  brutulities  of  the  eneiny  m  tlie  Jerseys, 
and  the  perilous  sJ^u;ition  of  America,  if  an  ai-my  be  not  promptly  raised , 
says  in  a  letter  dated, "  Camp  on  Delawai-e,  30  miles  from  Philadelphia,- 
December,  1776."  •  .  *u     i  ^.k  ;„cf 

'  "  General  Lee  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  prispner  on  the  1^^"  mst. 
He  had  sauntered  about  3  1-2  mil-  s  from  his  army,  lodged  the  night  be- 
fore at  a  house,  recommended  to  him  bv  a  Col.  Vanhorn,  a  person^  lit  tne 
enemy's  service,  who  is  appointed  to  si^ni  p-^rflo"s  on  the  people  s  sui.- 
nrLssion;  and  staved  at  the fl.,ce  umil  10  o'clock  on  the  loth,  ^^hen  oU 
ll^ht  horsemen,  supposed  to  b£  de-  clied  by  advice  of  \anhorn,  c.me  to 
the  house,  and  carried  him  off  He  had  13  men  of  a  guard,  but  they  wei  e 
Btrag-gling  and  absent,  except  3. 
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the  Patriots.     The  division  under  Ileatli,  was  proceeding    CHAP. 
to  join  Ueneral  Wasliinj^lon  ;  but  alarmed  a<  t  lie  abandon-        IX. 
meat   of  the  important  passes  over  tlie  Highlands,  the 
Convention  of  \e\v  York  intreated  the  Commander  in  ' 

Cbief.  to  ordei'  that  profeeting  body  to  their  former  stati- 
on at  Peek's  Kill.  The  request  was  granted  ;  and  Heath 
retracing  his  steps,  intrenched  himself  again  to  the  North 
of  Xfw  Y  jrk  where  he  prov^*!  eminently  useful  in  di- 
verting part  of  the  enemy's  force  from  the  overwhelming 
plan  directed  againsi  the  main  army. 

Dark  and  glnomv  was  now  the  aspect  of  American  af- 
fairs. Yet,  neither  Congress,  nor  Washington,  nor  any 
real  friend  of  the  cause  threatened  with  irretrieva- 
ble ruin,  despaired  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  departed 
from  that  lirm  and  dignified  attitude  which  became  tlie 
supportersof  a  nation's  rights.  The  Commander  in  Chi^f 
tracing  these  early  disasters  to  their  real  source,  the  de- 
fective organization  of  tlie  army,  with  austere,  but  saluta- 
ry candour,  pointed  out  the  evils  which  so  loudly  called 
for  effl<ient  reniedies,  liis  letters  complained  of  tempo- 
rary enlistments,  laxity  of  iliscipline,  inadequacy  of  pay, 
and,  of  course,  rapacity  and  malversation,  scantiness,  if 
not  total  want  of  medical  aid,  inattention  to  proper  ap- 
pointments of  officers,  neglect  of  the  decorums  of  grade^ 
and  other  minor  evils* •  To  temporary  enlibtnients,  he  • 
chiefly  ascribed  the  present  military  calamities.  The 
transient  ^rvice  of  the  militia  also  afflieled  him.  He 
knew  that  the  events  of  a  campaign,  and  the  exigencies 
which  they  bring  in  their  rear,  cannot  with  precision 
be  adapted  to  any  terms  of  limited  service.  At  a 
most  critical  juncture,  at  a  moment  which  required  sys- 
tematic immobility,  he  saw  hi^  army  undulating,  disorgan- 
ized, and  almost  annihilated. — Let  the  rulers  of  the  Ame- 
rican empire,  never  loose  sight  of  this  awful  fact !  H'the 
rational  jealousy  and  well-grounded  fears  of  Freemeii,  for- 
bid, in  time  of  peace,  standing  military  establishments, 
whenever  a  nation  is  called  to  arms,  to  enforce,  or  defend 
her  natural  or  political  rights,  common  sense,  self-salva- 
tion, and  a  thousand  other  powerful  motives,  demand 
that  regular,  commensurate,  c otemporaneous  armies  should 
be  created  and  maintained.  Like  other  arts,  the  art  of 
war  requires  an  apprentice-ship  ;  and  the  protracted  dura- 
tion of  most  contests  between  modern  govern suents,  neces- 
sitates symmetry  and  continuity  of  warlike  measures — per- 
severing and  patient  constancy — mechanical,  rather  than 
impulsive  courage — all  which  are  scarcely  compatible 
with  short  enlistments. — As  to  the  militia,  the  excitements 
of  home,  wives,  children,  and  other  endearing  and  anima- 
ting influences,  must  naturnlly  render  tlie  citizens  v/lio 
compose  it,  a  suitable  and  efficient  force  for  local  and  mo- 
mentary action.     But  the  mass  of  operations  attendant  on 
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CHAP     a  formidable  war,   ouj^lu  to  devolve  on  men  who  possess 
IX.       souii'tliing  beside  patiiotie  ariUiiii-,  and  eniliusiastic  devoti- 
on  We  inean,  ilial  precision,  skill,  patience,  and  self-de- 
nial, which  are  (he  chief  ingredients  in  the  composition  of 
the  consuinmaie  soldier  of  modern  times. 

Surr<»'in«ied  with  so  many  dangers,  Washington  had  ur- 
ged su'^cors  even  from  Schuyler  and  Gates;  but  these 
were  distant,  uncertain,  ni-ecarious.  Sullivan,  now  ex- 
chiinged,  took,  after  Lee's,  capture,  the  command  of  his 
division;  Und  seasonably  joined  the  commander  in  Chief. 
Obe.ljeut  to  th.' voice  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic,  ani- 
mated by  an  aff  ctionate  address  from  General  Mifflin,  a- 
larmed  for  asiiington  and  their  country,  the  militia  of 
the  metropolis,  and  every  other  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
flocked  romd  ihe  standard  of  liherty,  and  stationed  at  the 
j^'incipal  points  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Delaware,  pre- 
sented to  the  foe  an  impenetrable  bulwark. 

In  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,   the  British  had  attempted 
to  cross  tlvar  stream  ;  the  resnoval  of  all  the  boats  to  the 
opposite  side,  saved  the  American  army  and  Philadelphia. 
Intoxicated  witli  this  rapid  success,  and  fearless  of  an  at- 
tack, the  enerav  spread  themselves  through  the  Jerseys 
in  multiplied  and  distant  parties.     With  calm  and  secret 
pxnitation,  the  American  chief  receives  the  intelligence  of 
their  rash  c.intoniTients.       «  Now"  he  exclaims,  "  is  the 
time  to  clip  their  wings  "     Three  simultaneous  attacks 
are  concerted  ;  but  one  only  su.}ceeds.      Washington,  as- 
sisted by  Sullivan.  Greene  and  Knox,  crosses  th^  Delaware 
on  the  night  of  the  25th  December.      No  difficulty,  no  in- 
elemencv  of  weather,  can  slop  him  and  his  brave  troops— 
They  surprise  a  considerable  detachment  of  the  enemy  ly- 
inn-  in  Trenton  :  and   immediately   reeross  the  Delaware 
with  the  trophies  of  their  viStory;  these  were  about  1000 
prisoners,  G  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  12  drums,  4- standards, 
1200  small  arms,  6  waggons,  a  number  of  swords,  caps,  &c. 
This  bold  and  succe^sfu!  manoeuvre,  like  a  ray  of  genial 
liijht  I;rcaking  through  the  darkness  of  a  lowering  sky, 
cheevp,  re  animates  the  public  mind.     It  leads  to  more  ex- 
tensive and  equally  fortunate  operations.     The  American 
armv.  again  crossing  the  Delaware  in  various  divisions, 
concentrates  at  Trenton.    On  the  2d  of  January,  1777,  the 
enemy,   bent  on  decisive   action,  assemble,  at  the  same 
placei  almost  the  whole  of  their  force.     The  two  armies 
are  now  separated  only  by  an  inconsiderable  stream— and 
the  dawn  of  the  next  day  is  expect  ;h1  to  witness  the  migh- 
tv  shock,  which  will  determine  the  fate  of  America.  Pru- 
dence forbids  an  engagement,  on  which  such  momentous 
results  depend,  with  an  adversary  far  superior  in  numbers 
and  dispipline.     Again  recurring  to  stratagem,  Washmg- 
ton  or'lers  a  great  nu.iber  of  fires  to  be  kept  up  during  (he 
night,  so  as  to  deceive  the  enemy  ;  and,  by  a  circuitous 
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route,  marches  to  Princefon,  which  he  reaches  ahout  sun-  CHAP. 
rise,  antl  where  he  defeats  three  re.i^iments  of  the  enemy,  IX. 
kiiJing  more  than  100  of  their  men,  and  taking  near  300 
prisoners.  Bur  in  this  action  fell  a  gallunt  son  of  Virgi-  = 
nia,  tlie  heroic  and  aniiahie  Brigadier  General  Mi-rcer. 
He  fell  universally  regretted  ;  anil  the  manner  of  his  death 
called  for  vengeance,  as  well  as  for  sympathy :  he  wis  bay- 
oneted in  three  places,  and  expired  in  the  bosom  of  victory 
and  with  still  brighter  anticipations  for  the  cause  w  hich  hfe 
adored.  The  tears  of  a  grateful  people  embalmed  his  me- 
mory ;  and  his  fame  will  live  as  long  as  that  sacred  In- 
dependence, in  whose  support  he  bled  and  died  *  Impro- 
ving this  advantage,  WasUington  would  have  immediately 
advanced  upon  Brunswick,  where  the  stores  and  baggage 
of  the  whole  British  army  were  deposited,  together  with 
several  American  prisoners,  among  whom  was  General 
Lee ;  but  the  excessive  fatigue  of  ihe  troops,  prevented 
the  execution  of  this  design,  and  Morristown  was  occupied 
as  a  safe  and  convenient  station.  Soon  after  this  happy 
enterprize.  General  Maxwell  struck  the  enemy  at  Eliza- 
beth i'own  ;  and  took  upwards  of  100  prisoners,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  baggage.  These  repeated  successes  for- 
ced the  British  to  abandon  Newark,  and  to  concentrate 
their  lines  within  the  narrow  compass  of  Brunswick  and 
Amboy,  whence  a  communication  with  ]\ew  York  was  o- 
penedby  water.  Even  there,  they  scarcely  thought  i hem- 
selves  secure.  Their  foraging  parties  were  frequently 
and  successfully  attacked  by  the  Amrriean  trcopj. ;  and 
the  inhabiiants  of  the  adjacent  country,  exasperated  by 
their  cruelty,  lust  and  rapaciousness,  wreaked  implacable 
vengeance  on  everj  straggler. 

Onenteringthe  Jerseys,  the  British  Chiefs  issued,  as  they 
had  done  in  the  state  of  New  York,  a  proclamaiion.  offer- 
ing protection  to  those  who  would  rally  round  the  royal 
standard,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  within  60  days, 
assuring  the  people,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  obnoxious 
laws  would  be  revised.  This  proclamation  and  these  as- 
surances produced  here,  as  in  the  Islands,  a  general  dispo- 
sition among  the  inhabitants,  to  save  themselves  hysubmis- 
•sion.  It  was  then  that  orders  were  issued  to  the  British 
troops,  forbidding  plunder  and  other  injuries— These  or- 
fjers  were  not  obeyed.  The  German  mercenaries  consi- 
dered themselves  as  at  free  quarters  in  an  enemv's  country. 
Assuming  the  merit  of  all  that  had  been  done,  they  insisted 


•Confess  decreed  Monuments  to  Warren  and  Mereer,  and  g-ave  theb 
famhesjust  marks  of  .gratitude.  On  the  27th  of  June,  IZrr,  a  resolution 
of  tae  House  of  Delegates  m  \  n-g.nia,  further  recommended  to  the  paren- 
tal care  otConm-ess,  the  families  of  the  iUuslrious  Brigadier  General  Mer- 
cer and  the  gallant  Major  Andrew  Leitch,  who  had  so  bravely  distinguish- 
mr^^e  Sr  ^^'^  Joumalof  tlu-  House  of  i)degSSs    o  - 
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CHAP,     \ipon  enjoying  the  fruits  of » heir  fancied  conquest.     I:-  vaia 
IX.        Howe  renionsti*atcil — badly  paid  by  their  r«snective  mas- 
ters, ihcy  sought  for  indeninily  in  indisciiminate  phimier 

The    promises   made  to  iliem  of  sptth*n;ei;ti»  in   ihe 

eounti7 — the  artful  niisrenrespiiiations  of  ilie  sei^ants  of 
the  ppown,  vho  bad  painted  to  those  Foreigners,  the  A- 
mericans.  as  totally  uncivilized,  an* ■  waging  a  ^\ar  of  ex- 
termination— their  own  ideas  of  the  neinousness  of  resist- 
ance to  royalty — the  diffei-ence  if  language,  and.  above  all, 
brutal,  unrestrained  passions,  excite  ihem  to  deeds,  at 
■which  humanity  recoils  with  disgust  and  horior  ;  and  iheir 
^example  was  soon  imitated  by  theBviiish.  *'  The  rapaci- 
ty of  the  enemy.''  said  Governor  William  Livingston,  to 
tlie  Council  and  general  Assemblj  of>iew  Jei-sej,  in  his 
address  of  the  25th  of  February,  1777,  ♦*  was  boundless— 
their  rapine  indiscriminair — and  their  barbarity  unparal- 
lelled.  They  have  plundered  friends  and  foes.  Effects  ca- 
pable of  division,  they  have  divided  ;  such  as  were  not, 
they  have  destroyed.  They  have  warred  upon  decrepid 
age  :  warred  upon  defenceless  youth.  They  liave  commit- 
ted hostilities  against  the  professors  of  literature,  and  the 
ministers  of  i-eligion  :  against  public  records  and  private 
monuments  ;  against  bwdvs  of  improvement  and  papers  of 
curiosity  ;,  and  against  the  arts  and  sciences.  They  have 
butchered  the  wotinded  asking  for  quarter  :  mangled  the 
dying,  weliering  in  iheir  blood  ;  refused  the  dead  thelites 
of  sepulture  :  suffered  prisoners  to  perish  for  want  of  suste- 
nance ;  violated  the  chastiij  of  women  ;  disfguted  private 
dwellings  of  taste  and  chgance  :  and  in  the  rage  of  impie- 
ty and  barbarism,  prof  «ned  edifices,  dedicated  I o  tihnighty 
€od  r 

These  excesses,  deplorable,  as  they  were,  ultimately  re- 
dounded to  the  pulilic  goo«V  They  kindled  a  flame  of  in- 
dignation, never  to  he  extinguished  ;  and  they  opened  the 
eyes  of  man>  of  the  disaffected,  who  had  been  made  to  be- 
lieve, that  their  zeal  in  abetting  the  royal  cause,  would  ex- 
empt them  from  being  involved  in  the  common  calamity, 
and  yet  were  among  the  first  victim's  ofHessianrapacity  and 
violence.  \\'hen  the  scene  was  reversed,  when  the  British 
were,  in  their  turn,  compelled  to  retreat,  sufferers  of  all 
parties  rose,  to  a  man,  to  revenge  personal  injuries  and 
particular  oppressions.  The  strong  sought  retribution  in 
blood  ;  the  weak  acted  as  spies :  so  that  the  situation  of 
the  British,  at  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  became  distressing, 
to  a  degree  exceeding  descrijition. 

Another  feature  in  the  conduct  of  this  war,  equally  wan- 
ton, cruel  and  impolitic,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  ami 
which  no  less  efBciently  reacted  against  themselves,  was 
their  barbarous  treatment  of  American  prisoner*.  To  this, 
we  have  already  alluded  :  but  the  interest  of  humanity, 
and  of  public  morals,  requires  a  fuller  view  of  the  subject* 
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ft  is  a  trite  remark  that,  as  no  quarrels  arc  more  viru-    CIF AP. 
lent  than  those  which  occur,  in   private    life,  b«!tween        IX. 
friends  or  relations,  so  no   wars   are  marked    Avith    more 
rancour,  ferocity,  and  vindictive  feeling,  than   civil  ware. 
It  is  in  fact,  the  same  principle  deveIopin.i>  itself  on  a  larger 
scale.     In  the  present  case,  the  fruih  of  (his   remark   was 
fatally  evinced  hv  the  General  anil  systematic  rigour  of  the 
British  towards  prisoners,  and  by  theoccasionalretaliations 
of  the  Americans.     The  British,  enteiing  upon  hostilities 
■with  ideas  of  insulted  supremacy  on  one  side,  and    of  guilt 
and  rehellion  on  the  other,  gave   to  the   war,  in  its  eom- 
mencenient,  and  indeed,    though  in   h  less   degree  after 
Burgoyne's  surremier.  through  (he  whole  period  of  its  du- 
ration,*  a  character  of  severity  unexampled  in  the  civilized 
"World.     Theii"  successes  in  New  York  and  the  Jerseys  af- 
farded  their  ill  humours  full  leisure    to  break  out  with- 
out restraint.     Gage  in  Boston  and  Preseott  in  Canada, 
had  furnished  Howe  with  precedents  of  that  angry  and  re- 
vengeful spirit,  which  doubles  the  calamities  incident  to 
war.     Though  he  did  not  entirely  follow  their  example, 
tho'  he  neither  threw  a  Lovel  into  a  common  jail  of  felons, 
nor  sent  an  Ethan  Allen,  loaded  with  chains,  to  England  ; 
Yet  he  did  not  prevent,  if  he  ordered  not,  the  insulting  and 
cruel  usage  offered  in  New-York  to  Major  Otho   Holland 
AVilliams,    and    his    fellow  prisoners   of    war,    in    open 
violation    of  the   articles  solemnly    stipulated    for    the 
surrender   of  Fort  Washington  jf    he    did    not  prevent, 
if  he    devised    not,    their   confinement    in    waste    hou- 
ses, sugar  houses,  and   prison-ships,  where    the   seeds   of 


»  For  the  proof  of  this,  see  the  account  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners  af. 
tert.ie  surrender  of  Charleton,  in  Ramsay's  Histoiy  of  the  Revolution  inS 
Carolina,  vol.  2.  • 

t  "The  prisoners,"  says  General  He.ith,  in  his  Memoirs,  "were  march- 
ed to  ^.ew  York  ;  where,  being  crowded  in  prisons  and  surar-houses,  they 
iell  sick,  and  daily  died  in  a  most  shockin;j  manner.  It  was  common,  on  a 
momin^^,  for  the  car-men  to  come  and  take  away  the  bodies  for  burial,  by 
eart-loads/  O,  ye  officers  of  the  Provost  !  to  whatever  nation  or  people  vou 
belong-  when  the  unfortunate  of  your  fellow-men  are  thus  committed  to 
your  charge,  clothe  yourselves  with  humanity,  and  soothe  distress  as  far  as 
m  your  power  ;  for,  by  this,  you  will  secure  a  better  reward  than  vour  pre 
sent  wages  !  And  you,  who  have  the  honor  to  command  armies,  When  vour 
victories  have  filled  provosts  and  prisons,  think  it  not  beneath  vou  to  Visit 
tne  prisons,  that,  with  your  own  eves,  vou  may  see  the  state  of  vour  pri- 
soners .  tor,  such  w«7«the  great  Captain  of  j,our  mlvation,  ha^  said',  shall  be 
considered  as  made  to  himself ;  while  it  also  gives  vou  a  name  among  men 
closelv  allied  to  that  of    the  conqueror.      The  trulv  brave  are  alwavs  hu- 

"^^^^■.u-   r    ,•         ...  Heath's Memmrs, page  S7. 

lo  this  teeling  tirade  of  the  humane  and  pious  Heath,  we  devouilv  say, 
AMEx  ;  especially  when  it  is  asserted,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jiomlinot, 
American  Commissary  of  prisoners,  that  in  one  prison-ship  alone,  calkdtie 
Jersey,  which  was  anchored  near  New  York,  eleven  thousand  ^meric^n  pri- 
soners died  in  eighteen  months  ;  almost  the  whole  of  them  from  the  barba- 
rous  treatment  of  being  stifled  in  a  crowded  hold,  witli  mfected  air.  and 
poisoned  with  unwholesome  food." 

See  Barlo-w's  noteti  to  Columbiad,  note  3f 
2C 
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CHAP,   death  were  inhaled  with  a  stagnant  poisonous  air,or  taken 
IX.        in  vith  putrid,  iniected  nourishment,  furnished  in  scanty 

allowance — scarcely  sufficient  to  support   struggling  na- 

'"""  turc ;  he  did  not  prevent,  if  he  did  not  sanction,   the  low 

scurrility,  the  maddening  taunts  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  a 
thousaml  times  worse  than  physical  suiferings. — It  was 
under  his  immediate  authority  that  General  Lee  was  trea- 
ted as  a  deserter,  a  traitor,  and  closely  confined  as  such, 
unti'l  retaliation  was  awfully  denounced  on  the  persons 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell  and  five  Hessian  officers. 
It  wifs  of  these  mournful,  inconfrovenible  facts  that 
Washington  complained  in  his  correspondence  with  Crene- 
ral  Howe. — It  was  these  facts,  and  the  certitude  that  ne- 
cessity alone  had  drawn  from  America,  correspondent  se- 
verity in  a  few  prominent  cases,  which  induced  General 
Gates  repeatedly  to  say,  ♦*  had  General  Howe  seen  to  it, 
that  the  prisoners  and  .Tcrsey  inhabitants,  when  subdued, 
were  tivated  with  humanity  an<l  kindness,  it  would  have 
been  all  up  with  the  Americans."  To  this  impolitic  treat- 
ment of  disarmed  enemies,  the  cursory  view  which  we  are 
now  to  take  of  the  events  on  and  near  the  Lakes,  will 
present  an  honorable  and  consoling  exception,  in  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  towards  his  prisoners. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Americans  from  Canada,  and 
their  abandonment  of  offensive  operations  against  that  pro- 
vince, it  became  their  main  object,  on  the  side   of  the 
North,  to  prevent  their  pursuers  from  penetrating  to  the 
Hudson,   and  there  effecting  the  intended  junction  with 
the  central  army.     Of  the  march  of  the  British  over  land, 
with  the  fieavy  and  cumbersome  accompanj^ments  of  artil- 
lery,  ammunition  and  baggage,  inseparable  fi-om  modern 
armies,  there  was  little  apprehension,  as  the  intermediate 
country  was  overspread  with  forests  and  marshes,  alone 
sufficient  to  check  their  progress.     To  the  mastery  of  the 
Lakes,  therefore,  their  attention  m  as  essentially  directed. 
Notwithstanding  the  deplorsible  deficiency  in  cannon,  in  the 
materials  for  sliip-building,  and  in  the  necessary  artificers, 
the  exertions  of  Schuyler  and  Gates  created  a  naval  arma- 
ment of  about  15  vessels  on  Lake  Champlain.     So  great 
was  the  importance  of  unshaken  resolution  and  invincible 
courage  in  the  contemplated  service,  that  Arnold  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  this  Flotilla,  although  his  cha- 
racter had  considerably  suffered  in  the  retreat  from  Cana- 
da, on  the  score  of  integrity.    Carleton,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  more  than  correspondent  energy,  and  in  the  short 
.  space  of  three  months,  completed  a  much  superior  fleet, 
manned  with    seven  hundred  skilful  and  hardy  seamen. 
Steering,  without  delay,  in  quest  of  Arnold,  the   British 
Commander  challenged  him  to  battle      Maugre  the  dis- 
parity of  force,    Arnold  closed  with  the  appeal,  and  main- 
.  taincd  a  long  and  warm  contest.     Fortunately  for  the  A- 
ofcrican  Flotilla,  some  of  the  enemy's  largest  vessels  were.. 
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hy  an  adverse  wind,  prevented  from  taking  any  share  in    CHAl*. 
the  action.     Night  separated  the  comhatants,   and  the       IX. 
British  hoped  to  anniliiiatc  their  antagonists  the  next  day, 
October  6th.     Arnold,   conscious  of  his  inferiority,   at-  ■■ 
tempted  to  elude  the  foe,  and  reacli  Ticonderoga ;  for,  tlie 
ravages  of  the  small  pox,  and  other  causes,  had  induced 
Gates  to  abandon  Crown  Point,  and  retire  there.    He  was 
pursued,  overtaken,  and  brought  to  action.  During  about 
two  hours  he  fought  with  desperate  courage.     But  suc- 
cessful resistance  was  impossible.     Some  of  his  vessels  es- 
ea^Mid  to  the  Fort  ;  one  only  struck  her  colors  ;  the  intre- 
pid Arnold,  determined  not  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
British,  ran  the  rest  on  shore,  and  blew  them  up,  after 
landing  their  crews.    Crown  Point,  where  a  small  detach- 
ment had  been  left,  was  then  evacuated,  and  burnt.     The 
whole  American  force,  in  that  quarter,  was  now  concen- 
trated at  Ticonderoga,  a  post,  w  hich  it  was  intended  to  de- 
fend to  the  last  extremity.     An  attack  was  hourly  expect- 
ed ;  but  the  formidable  attitude  of  the  place,  together 
with  the  lateness  of  the  season,  induced  the  British  com- 
mander to  leave  the  fortress  unmolested  for  the  present, 
and  lo  retire  into  Canada  in  search  of  winter  quarters. 
Tills  step,  relieving  the  apprehensions  of  the  Americans  on 
that  side,  enabled  General  Gates  to  march,  with  a  consi- 
derable detachment  of  his  army,  to  the  assistance  of  Wash- 
ington.    On  the  20th  of  December,  he  joined  the  Penn- 
sylvania troops.    Tlie  humanity  of  Guy  Carleton,  both  iu 
Canada  and  on  the  Lakes,  in  respect  to  his  prisoners,  his 
constant  elTorts  to  mitigate  the  barbarities  of  Indian  war- 
fare, and  his  final  dismission  of  the  savage  allies,  whose  aid 
he  had  been  urged  by  tlie  ministers  to  associate  with  the 
British  arms,  have  endeared   his  name  to  every  feeling 
heart. 

During  the  full  tide  of  British  success  in  the  Jerseys,  a  invasion  of 
large  detachment  of  the  royal  forces  under  General  Clin-  Tthode  l-^ 
ton,  assisted  by  Sir  P.  Parker,  with  a  powerful  squadron  ^^^^' 
of  men  of  war,  had  occupied  Uhode   island,  and  blocked 
up,  at  Providence,  the  American  Flotilla,  commanded  by 
Ezechiel  Hopkins,  and,  together  with  it,  numerous  pri- 
vate armed  vessels. 

The  maritime  exertions  of  America  deserve  the  notice      American 
of  the  Historian.     Hitherto  we  have  adverted  only  to  the  successes 
activity  of  the  Virginian  and  North-Eastern  eruizcrs,  but  at  sea. 
naval  success   had   not  been  confined  to  them.     Several 
causes  had  induced  and  favoured  the  creation  of  a  small, 
yet  efficient  navy.     These   chiefly  were  the  necessity  of 
protecting  iin  extensive  sea  coast — the  prospect  of  easy  and 
advantageous  excursions  against  British  merchantmen — 
the  abundance  of  materials  for   na>'il    construction — and 
the  multitude  of  expert  ship-wrighfs  and  seamen,  whom  the 
stagnation  of  foreign  commerce,  and  of  the  fisheries  left 
without  employment.     In  the  Colonies  possessed  of  local- 
ities propitious    to  navigation,   industry  and   enterprize, 
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had  been  successfully  excrled.  Early  in  ±776,  America 
saw  her  flaj:;  waving  on  the  Alfred  of  32  guns,  the  Colum- 
bus of  an  equal  force,  the  Andrew  Doria  of  16  guns,  the 
Sebastian  Cabot  of  14,  and  the  Providence  of  12  guns.  To 
these  were  added  13  gallies,  the  Washington,  the  Dicken- 
son, the  Cbatham,  the  Cambden,  the  Burke,  the  EfFing- 
hani,  theBulI'Dog,  the  Franklin,  the  Congress,  the  Expe- 
riment, the  Hancock,  the  Adams,  and  the  Warren.  The 
building  of  13  frigates,  each  of  36  guns,  had  besides  been 
ordered  by  the  General  Congress. 

This  Flotilla,  and  swarms  of  Privateers,  issuing  from 
the  American  ports,  had  greatly  harrassed  British  com- 
merce, made  innumerable  prizes,  and,  in  some  degree,  sup- 
plied the  want  of  several  necessary  articles,  which  the 
Hon  importation  agreements  entered  into  before  the  war, 
the  yet  rude  and  infant  state  of  internal  manufactures,  and 
a  total  abstraction  from  European  intercourse,  unavoida- 
bly produced.  Immense,  and  almost  incredible,  was  the 
amount  of  the  captures  made  by  the  American  cruizers  in 
1776;  and  had  the  captured  articles  been  originally  ap- 
propriated to  the  use  of  the  army,  as  they  afterwards  were, 
the  measure  would  have  saved  many  valuable  lives,  or,  at 
least,  precluded  much  individual  distress.  The  most  re- 
markable enterprize  of  Hopkins,  was  an  expedition  against 
New^l^rovidence,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands.  The  chief 
object  of  this  attempt  was  to  seize  on  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  ammunition,  known  to  be  deposited  there.  Owing 
to  some  ill-timed  delays,  however,  the  powder  was  removed 
by  the  royal  Agents,  soon  enough  to  defeat  this  object. 
Hopkins  only  possessed  himself  of  other  military  supplies,^ 
and  took  some  prisoners  of  rank,  among  whom  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Island.  On  its  return,  the  American  Flotilla 
made  several  prizes  ;  but  an  unsuccessful  engagement  with 
the  Glasgow,  to  the  East  of  Long  Island,  added  to  the 
failure  of  the  main  olvject  of  the  expedition,  disappointing 
the  hopes  entertained  of  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  Ame- 
rican Commodore,  brought  upon  him,  deservedly  perhaps, 
universal  censure.  By  the  blockade  just  mentioned,  the 
usefulness  of  the  Flotilla  was  utterly  neutralized. 

Such,  towards  the  close  of  1776,  was  the  aspect  of  Ame- 
rican affairs — the  city  of  New-York,  Rhode  Island,  and 
part  of  New  Jersey,  in  possession  of  the  foe — Ticonderoga 
safe,  indeed,  for  the  present,  but  threatened  with  an  over- 
whelming attack,  at  no  very  distant  day — the  junction  of 
Carleton,  or  his  successors,  with  the  hostile  force  in  New 
York,  highly  probable — Washington's  army,  though  con- 
siderably augtnented,  still  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  in  numbers,  discipline,  experience,  and  other  mili- 
tary advantages — multitudes  of  disaffected  or  deluded  in- 
dividuals, in  those  places  which  the  victors  had  overrun, 
eagerly  accepting  the  hnmiliating  pardon,  proffered  by  tiie 
royal  Commissioners,  and  not  a  few  joining  the  British 
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standard — the  progress  of  the  recruiting  service  slow  and     CIFAP. 
unpromising  in  many  of  the  states — (he  continental  bills         iX. 
unavoidably   verging  towards  depreciation — in  short,  al- 
most every  part  of  tlie  political  hoi-izon  dark,  lenipestuous,   ^===* 
appalling. 

Yet,  the  pilots  of  the  State  did  not  yield  to  unmanlj'  Fortitude  of 
terrors.     Increasing  dangers  seemed  to  energize  their  cf-  ^-""srv'^s  in 
forts.     They  had  built  and  launclied  a  vessel  of  noble  ^"'''^"^^ 
structure,  and  embarked  ia  it  the  destinies  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple, as  well  as  their  own.     Steadily  standing  at  the  helm, 
they  were  resolved  to  leave  no  labour,  no  experiment,  un- 
essayed,  in  ordtr  to  overcome  every  diifieulty.  and  happily 
to  guide  that  admirable  fabric  to  its  destined  port. 

When  General  Washington  crossed  the  Delaware,  Con- 
gress, in  a  fervid,  solemn,  and  impressive  acWress,  remind- 
ing the  people  of  the  causes,  nature,  and  objecAs  of  the  • 
contest,  and  of  the  unquestionable  eonsequen<<>  of  an  ul- 
timate failure,  endeavoured  to  promote  unanimity  an4 
vigor  through  all  the  States,  and  more  particularly  to 
excite  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  and 
the  adjacent  States,  to  an  immediate  and  spirited  exertion, 
in  oji^iOsiti<fti  to  the  foe  that  now  threatened  Philadelpliia. 
Their  language  was  firm,  and  evinced  an  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  the  courage  of  their  countrymen,  and  in  the  ef- 
fects of  an  unconquerable  attachment  to  freedom.  Their 
view  of  events  was  far  from  discouraging.  ♦'  Resistance," 
they  said,  "has  now  been  made  with  a  spirit  and  resolu- 
tion bec|)ming  a  free  people,  and  with  a  degree  of  suc- 
cess* hitherto  which  could  scarcely  have  been  expected. 
The  present  advances  of  the  enemy  are  owing  not  to  any 
capital  defeat,  or  a  want  of  valor  in  the  army  that  opposed 
them,  but  to  a  sudden  diminution  of  its  numbers  from  the 
expiration  of  those  enlistments,  which,  to  ease  the  people, 
were  at  first  adopted.  Many  have  already  joined  the  ar- 
my to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  we  call,  in  the  most  ear- 
nest manner,  on  all  the  friends  of  liberty,  to  exert  them- 
selves without  delay  in  this  most  pressing  emergency.  In 
every  other  part,  our  arms  have  been  successful,  and,  in 
other  respectjs,  our  sacred  cause  is  in  the  most  promising 
situation.  Essential  services  have  already  been  rendered 
us  by  foreign  states,  and  we  have  received  the  most  posi- 
tive assurances  of  further  aid.  Let  us  not  be  wanting  to 
ourselves.  All  that  is  valuable  to  us,  as  men  and  freemen, 
is  at  stake. — The  loss  of  Philadelpliia  would  not  be  the  loss 
of  the  cause — yet,  while  it  can  be  saved,  let  us  not,  in  the 
close  of  the  campaign  afford  the  enemy  such  a  groimd  of 
triumph — but  give  a  check  to  their  progress,  and  convince 
our  friends  in  the  distant  parts,  that  one  spirit  animates 


•  Evactiation  of  Boston — flight  of  Dunmore — entire  failure  before  Charies- 
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tlie  whole. — W'htit  a  pity  it  should  he  that  this  rich  aiji 
|iO])iilous  city  of  Phihi(U'Jjjliia  shculd  fall  into  the  enemy's 
Iiaiuls,  or  that  we  should  not  lay  hold  of  the  oppoituuity 
of  destroying  their  principal  army,  now  removed  from 
their  ships  of  war,  iu  which  their  greatest  strength  lies!"* 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  measures  ol  the  Gene- 
ral Congress  for  raising  a  permanent  force,  and  for  cor- 
recting the  capital  defects  under  which  the  army  evidently 
laboured.  That  venerable  Body,  with  a  calmness  and  deli- 
bei*ation  whifih  would  seem  to  belong  only  to  the  security 
of  a  profound  peace,  now  proceeded  to  draw  up  artiijles  of 
('onfederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  Slaves. 
The  intention  of  this  measure  was  to  define,  with  satisfac- 
tory precisitai,  the  proper  internal  authority  of  each  State« 
to  point  out  its  relations  with  other  States,  and  to  lodge  in 
the  head  of  this  immense  Body  politic,  that  is,  in  the  Ge- 
neral Con;ties8,  powers  and  energies  adequate  to  the  con- 
Iroul  and  direction  of  the  whole.  This  great  woi k  of  con- 
federaMon,  which  particularly  aimed  at  bringing  the  large 
and  small  States  as  near  togelher  as  possible,  was  bubmit- 
led  to  the  consideration  of  the  IjCgislatures  of  all  the  U- 
rited  States,  wiih  a  view  to  theii-  eonclusive'Valifii*iion, 
through  the  medium  of  their  Delegates  in  the  General  Con- 
gress. For  a  considerable  time  it  dragged  heavily  on,  as 
might  well  be  expected,  wlieie  so  many  distinct  parlies 
were  concerned,  and  where,  of  cotirse,  a  variety  of  views, 
interests,  and  jKissions  must  have  existed.  It  was,  how- 
ever, ultimately  effected,  and  with  all  its  d(  ficienci%>  it  prov- 
ed ercinenth.and  indeed  vitally  useful  to  the  common  cause. 

The  rapid  approach  of  the  enenty  towards  Philadelphia, 
dictated  the  expediency  of  Congress  retiring  to  a  safer  and 
more  tranrpiil  jdace.  Baltimoie  was  fixed  upon  for  that 
purj»ose :  and,  on  the  2(Jth  of  DeceinbeV,  the  Members  of 
the  Great  National  Council  assembled  there.  One  of  their 
earliest  measures,  after  this  meeting,  was  to  vest  General 
"Washington,  in  whom  they  reposed  a  just  and  unbounded 
confidence,  with  full  and  complete  powefs  "to  raise  and 
collect  together,  in  the  most  speedy  and  eftcctual  manner, 
from  any  or  all  of  the  U  States,  16  battalions  4>f  infantry, 
in  addii  ion  to  those  already  voted  ;  to  appoint  otHcers  fop 
tiie  said  battalions  of  infantry:  to  raise,  officer,  and  equip 
3000  light-horse,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps 
of  engineers,  and  to  establish  their  pay;  to  apply  to  any  of 
the  States  for  such  aid  of  the  militia  as  he  should  judge 
necessary;  to  form  such  magazines  of  provisions,  and  in 
such  places,  as  he  should  think  proper;  to  displace  and 
appoint  ail  officers  under  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General, 
and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies,  in  every  other  departiuent  of 
the  American  armies;  to  take,  wherever  he  might  be, 
w hatever  he  might  want  for  the  use  of  the  army,  if  the 


•  Remembrancer  for  1776,  part  ord,  p.  270—1—2, Passim. 
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inhalntants  would  not  pell  it,  allowin;*  a  ronsonallle  |fric'c    CIIAP. 
i'ov  the  same;  to  arrest  ami  conline  all  persons  rerMsiiij^  to        IX. 
take  the  Continental  currency,  or  otherwise  disaffecte*!  to 
the  American  cause."     Those  powers  approximadnu;  to  ' 

dictatorial  authority,  and  which  only  the  transceiidrut 
virtue  of  Washinj^ton,  and  (he  i:npcrions  exit^eneios  oC  the 
times  could  Justify,  weiT  vested  in  t):e  connnar.der  in 
Chief  for  the  term  of  six  months,  unless  sooner  determin- 
fd  by  Congress.  Thus  did  the  patriotism  of  an  exalted 
eharacter,  superior  to  all  suspici(m,  and  the  generous 
•onUdenee  of  a  people  who  ascribed  their  reverses,  not  to 
individual  treachery,  ignorance,  or  timidity,  hut  to  the 
zeal,  uncontroulaide  necessity  of  circumstances,  happily 
Concur  in  invigorating  that  military  system  v.lrich  alone 
could  retrieve  former  defeats,  and  ultim;ktely  lead  to  the 
nccomplishment  of  the  ohjeets  in  view  ! 

The  rigor  adopted  in  respect  to  individuals  impairing  hy  Flnaittial 
their  distrust,  either  real  or  preiendcd,  the  credit  of  the  clifficuUres. 
Continental  hills,  may  appear  unquestionahle.  Yet,  it  was 
recommended  hy  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
country  at  that  time.  Taxation,  which  alone  could  have 
lessened,  if  not  entirely  removed  those  embarrassments, 
having  been  rejected  as  a  dangerous,  b«eause  an  unpopu- 
lar measure,  the  artificial  substitutes  of  loans  and  lottenes 
■were  found  inadequate  to  the  extraordinivry  exigencies  rer- 
sulting  from  the  present  situation  of  the  country.  "  Tiie 
worst  enemy  we  have  now  (says  an  emii>ent  patriot  from 
Massachusetts,  in  a  letter  written  about,  that  time,  and  at 
this  moment  before  our  eyes)  is  |)overty — real  poverty  in 
the  shape  of  exuberant  wealth.  No  poor  mortals  were  e- 
ver  more  perplexed  than  we  have  been  with  three  misfor- 
tunes at  once,  any  one  of  which  would  have  been  alone 
sufficient  to  have  distressed  us — a  redundancy  of  the  me- 
dium of  exchange — a  diminution  of  the  quantity  at  market 
of  the  luxuries,  the  convenieneies,  and  even  the  necessa- 
ries of  life — and  an  increase  of  the  demand  for  all  these, 
occasioned  by  large  armies  in  the  eonmtry. — The  grand 
desideratum  now  is,  to  raise  the  value  of  our  money,  and 
thereby  lower  the  prices  of  things.  Without  this,  we  can- 
not curry  on  the  war — with  it,  we  can  make  it  a  diver- 
sion." These  difficulties,  however,  were  inconsiderable 
in  comparison  with  subsequent  fiscal  embarrassments.  Po- 
pular enthusiasm  and  confidence  still  counteracted  the  na- 
tural effects  of  vast  paper  emissions,*  without  specific 
pledges  for  their  redemption. 


*  It  appears  that  Continental  bills  had  then  been  emitted  as  follows  :-*- 
177.5 — .Taniiarv  5,  -  -         10,000  to  exchang-e  rag-g-ed  Uill";. 

June  22,        -  .  2,000,000 

July  25,  .  ,    1,000,000 

-^ovejnber  ^0.  -  3,000,0W 
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CIIAP.         Sanguine  liopcs  of  foreign  assistance  \^erc,  as  wc  bavb 
IX.        aliTudy  rcmai-keil,  entertained  hy  Congress,  and  the  peo- 
ple tlieinsclve.«.     In  some  Countries  of  Europe,  a  favorable 
""^ "    '  dispositioii  towards  Anieriea,  had  been  manifested.     To 
Ueceribcr.  ^'*'i'  bhips  tbe  ports  of  Frant'Cand  of  Spain  had  been  early 
Fneudiy    opened.     I'hosc  nations  ivjoieed  at  the  prospeet  of  an  ex- 
<Iisp(bi^ioii    tensive  shaic  in  the  benefits  of  a  trade  hitherto  monopo- 
rop'e^rpow-  J'^t'd  by  England.     In  their  numerous  harbours,  particii- 
fiK'.  larly  ia  those  of  their  West-India  possessions,  American 

privateers  were  admitted,  and  allowed  to  dispose  of  their 
prizes.  In  vain  (he  British  Ca1)inet  loudly  remonstrated 
to  the  Courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  against  that  in- 
dulgence. A  resistance  likely  to  terminate  in  crippling  a 
forniidabJe  rival,  aeeorded  with  the  secret  views  of  those 
Courts;  and,  (hough  they  did  not  openly  approve  and  en- 
courage in  any  of  their  sulyeels,  individual  zeal  and  enter- 
prize  in  fiivo;'  of  America,  they  did  not  peremj)torily  re- 
press them.  Many  French  officers,  of  eminent  talents, 
were  sutfcred  to  engage  in  the  service  of  Congress.  Among 
these  was  the  Engineer  Duportail,  whom  General  Wash- 
ington, judiciously,  and  successfully  employed.  Another, 
the  Chevalier  dc  Fcrrnoy,  was  promoted  to  the  i^nk  of 
Brigadier-General.  Immense  naval  and  military  prepa- 
rations were  also  making  in  the  principal  French  and  Spa- 
nish porls,  wltich  alarmed  Great -Brltaip,  and  encouraged 
tlie  Aiiiericans.  Holland,  though  less  menacing,  because 
less  warlike,  and  less  jwwerful  tlian  either  France  or  Spain, 
yet  elfieiently  served  the  new  republic,  whilst  actively  ex- 
erting her  mercantile  spirit,  and  furnishing  to  the  United 
States  various  supplies.  The  other  Europfean  powers  more 
or  less  concurred  in  the  same  friendly  sentiments.  Portugal 
alone,  long  since  an  humble  and  faithful  satellite  of  Eng- 
land, shut  her  ports  against  American  privateers,  and 
A',  ould  not  permit  the  exportation  to  America  of  military 
and  other  stoics. 

For  the  purpose  of  cherishing  in  the  French  Cabinet  dis- 
positions so  auspicious  and  so  promising,  and  of  procuring 
large  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition,  together  with 
elothing  for  the  army,  Mr.  Silas. Deane  had,  early  in 
1776,  been  secretly  sent  to  France.  He  successfully  ef- 
fected somM  of  the  intended  objects ;  and  this  partial  suc- 
cess, combined  with  the  general  aspect  of  the  political  hori- 
zon of  Europe*  induced  the  appointment,  already  noticed, 
of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  to  act  jointly  with  Mr. 


1776    February  17,        -  -   4,000,000 

May  9,  -  .  5,000,000 

June  28,  -  .    1,000,000 

July  22,        »  .         5,000,000 

November  2,  -  .   5,000,000  in  small  changie. 

Total,  S  26,010,000 


Deanot  as  ConiTnisslonci-s  from  (he  United  States,  near  the    CHAP. 
Court  of  Versailles.  IX. 

These  i-ommifesioners  were  instructed  to  make  further 
purchases  o|'  anus  and  ammunition;  to  solicit  from  the  ~^'    — ^ 
Frencli  government  leave  to  arm  and  equip,  in  their  ports,  Leudinrob- 
any  numher  of  vessels  not  (Acceding  six,  at  the  expcnce  ot  jects  of  the 
the  United  States,  those  vessels  to  \^r:r  on  British  proper    missionto 
ty;  to  improve  the  friendly  dispositions  of  his  Most  (  hris-    ^■*""' 
tian  Majesty  into  a  treaty  of  alliance,  the  outlines  of  ulii«h 
had  heen  traced  by  Congress;  to  procurt,  if  practicable,  a 
loan  of  ten  millions  oi' francs,  and  a  supply  of  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  muskets  and  bayonets,  together  with  am- 
munition, and  brass  field  pieces,  the  vhole  to  be  sent  to 
America  under  convoy  by  France,  at  the  charge  of  the 
United  States;  above  all,  to  urge  the  solemn  recognition 
by  bis  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  the  Independence  pro- 
claimed by  Congress,  and  to  which  the  peojjle  Avere  resolv- 
ed lirmly  and  invariably  to  adhere.     M  ilh  these  mandates 
other  injunctions  were  connected,  pressing  on  the  French 
nation  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  alliance,  as  promis- 
ing to  them  a  vast  accession  of  commercial  benefit  and  poli- 
tical importance;  qjiieiing  the  fears  conceived  by  Spain  in 
relation  to  her  Colonics  on  the  Continent  of  America;  and 
tending  to  prevent,  through  the  magnanimous  interference 
of  tlie  French  Monarch,   further  enlistments  of  foreign 
mercenaries  imder  the  banners  of  Great  Bi'itain. 

Dr.  Franklin  reached  Nantes  in  the  beginning  of  Decern-     Dec.  13. 
ber  and  immediately  repaired  to  Paris.  Hisfi.me  had  pre-  Dr. Frank- 
ceded  him.     Important  discoveries  in  science  had  illuslra-  ^'n^rri^esm 
ted  his  name  long  before  it  was  endeared  by  patriotism.     In 
France,  the  American  contest  had  early  excited  universal 
attention;  nay,  it  had  produced  there  an  effervescence  of 
popular  enthusiasm,  unprecedented  in  other  than  transcen- 
dent national  concerns.     Popular  feelings  are  seldom  re- 
gulated by  the  frigid  calculations  of  statesmen  and  econo-  s*.  ^ 
mists.     Both  the  Count  de  Vergennes  and  Mr.  Turgot,  ■- 
though  auguring  Avell  of  the  embarrassments  of  a  haughty 
and  dangerous  rival,  had  recommended  in  respect  to  Ame- 
rican  affairs,    a  cautions,    temporizing  policy;    and  the 
youthful  successor  of  Louis  XY.  naturally  was  of  a  pacific, 
unambitious  disposition.  All  ibis,  however,  eonld  not  pre- 
vent tlie  burst  of  national  sympathy  to  whicli  we  have  al- 
luded.    Historian!:,  who  too  oflen  view  nations  and  indivi- 
duals in  an  unfavorable  light,  have  ascribed  this  moral 
phenomenon  to  the  influence  of  the  mutually  hostih  senti- 
ments, Mhich  political  and  other  canst  s  have  conlrihiitcd 
deeply  to  implant  in  the  minds  of  the  natives  of  France  ami 
England.  In  looking  for  motives  of  action,  we  would  rather 
cicv»ic  than  debase  our  species.     'I'o  ns  the  \he\y  interest 
raanifcsted  throughout  France  for  the  rights  of,  America, 
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CHAP,  appfears  to  have  originated  in  purer  sources;  we  mean,  fo 
IX.  that  inherent  magnanimity  of  the  human  character  which, 
upon  viewing  some  great  and  arduous  struggle  of  truth 
with  error,  of  virtue  with  profligacy,  of  liberty  with  des- 
potism, impels  the  generality  of  mankind  to  the  right  side 
of  the  question,  and  enlists  their  best  propensities  and  e- 
nergies  in  behalf  of  the  wise,  the  good,  and  the  brave  of 
any  age  or  country ;  and,  moreover,  in  the  peculiar  spirit 
of  the  French  nation — a  nation  not  merely  polite,  aifable, 
refined,  enlightened,  but  ardently  alive 'to  every  generous 
and  exalted  feeling  ;  and  prompt  to  imbibe  and  cherish  im- 
pulsive partialities  for  genius,  virtue,  and  heroism,  of 
whatever  region  they  may  be  the  growth.  Ko  wonder  that, 
among  such  a  people,  injured  America  should  have  many 
and  strenuous  advocates;  no  wonder  thi»t.  among  the  same 
people,  the  venerable  representative  of  a  country  driven 
to  the  last  extremities  h\  British  oppression,  shoukl  meet 
witli  the  respect  and  sympathy  due  to  his  private,  as  well 
as  to  his  public  character!  Jn  Franklin  the  French  had 
long  admired  the  Philosopher,  and  esteemed  the  States- 
man; in  him  they  now  loved  the  Patriot.  They  were 
deeply  struck  with  that  fervid  devotion  to  his  native  coun- 
try, which,  at  an  advanced  age  of  seventy-five,  had  brought 
him  over  an  ocean  of  vast  extent,  and  through  multiplied 
and  imminent  perils  of  watchful  hostility,  to  plead  her 
cause,  and  lay  her  <Iistresses  before  the  fivst  throne  in 
Europe.  In  the  eyes  of  all,  this  cause  was  just,  noble, 
glorious;  it  was,  they  emphatically  exclaimed,  the  cause 
of  humanity;  and  well  did  it  become  France  to  espouse  it — 
France  «o  often  the  refuge,  the  hope,  and  the  auxiliary  of 
distressed  nations,  as  well  as  the  asylum  of  persecuted  in- 
dividuals ! — The  modesty,  the  dignified  simplicity,  the  pro- 
found sense  of  Franklin,  his  socratic  manner,  blended  with 
an  amiable  gaiety,  conciliated  at  the  same  time  affection 
and  esteem.  He  had  taken  his  residence  at  Passy,  a  plea- 
sant village,  near  the  gates  of  Paris.  Jn  this  retreat,  he 
seemed  to  bewail  the  hard  fate  of  his  beloved  country,  a 
prey  to  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  war,  and  threatened  with 
slavery  still  more  ci-uel.  A  report  having  gone  abroad 
that  Lord  Stormont  the  British  ambassailor,  unable  to 
conceal  his  jealousy  and  alarm  at  the  American  mission, 
the  manner  in  wliich  it  was  received,  and  its  probable  re- 
sults, and  particularly  uneasy  at  the  vicinity  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, had  demanded,  in  the  name  of  his  Court,  that  he  should 
be  forthwith  ordered  out  of  the  Kingdom,  the  popular 
feeling  rose  to  a  degree  scarcely  conceivable.  Indignation 
against  England,  and  sympathy  for  Franklin  and  his  coun- 
try, now  were  at  their  acme.  The  former  was  viewed 
'  as  a  rcventless,  implacable  tyrant ;  the  latter,  as  a  glori- 
bus  martyr  in  the  best  of  causes,  that  of  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism. Whenever  Franklin  issued  from  his  modest 
i^ctreat,  to  attend  the  silting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
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(which  was  frequently  the   ease)   gazing  and  admii-ing    CIiA.P, 
crouds   hailed  his   appearance,   and   attended  his   steps.       IX. 

Men  eminent  by  their  stations,  their  birth,  or  their  fame,  

alike  sought  his  converse  ;  and  fashion  herself  paid  to  him  ' 

a  tribute,  which,  tliough  fugitive  and  unsubstantial,  was 
not  to  be  totally  disregarded,  since  it  furnished  flatiering 
and  auspicious  indications  of  the  public  sentiment  Busts 
of  Franklin  adorned  ahnost  every  house  ;  even  the  fanciful 
toys  of  the  dav  exhibited  his  venerable  features.  His 
sententious  remarks  were  re-echoed  in  every  circle  ;  aad, 
from  one  extremity  of  France  to  the  other,  a  loud  cry  was 
heard,  calling  upon  the  Government,  to  assist  a  country, 
possessing  so  many  claims  to  the  sympathy  and  suppor.t  of 
a  magnanimous  nation.*  Thus  strong  was  the  current  of 
opinion,  impelling  France  towards  America !  But  it  suf- 
ficed not  to  have  conciliated  the  national  mind  ;  the  mo- 
narch and  his  ministers  must  be  propitiated.  On  accom- 
plishing this,  Franklin's  exertions  were  chiefly  bent,  and 
we  will  soon  have  to  record  their  successful  result. 

Commissioners  were  likewise  appointed  to  the  Courts  of  Other  mis- 
Madrid,  Vienna.  Berlin,  and  Florence,  all  known  to  be  ^^'^^' 
well  disposed  to  the  \merican  cause.  It  appeared  expe- 
dient to  give  each  of  those  Courts  solemn  assurances  of 
the  immutable  resolution  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
jthat  Independence  which  they  had  asserted.  Another  de- 
sirable object  was  to  counteract,  through  the  interpositi- 
on of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  of  the  King  of  Prussia, 
as  well  as  through  that  of  France,  the  further  purchase 
by  the  British  Government  of  armed  mercenaries,  to  act 
against  America.  In  addition  to  these  important  purpo- 
ses, a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  Court  of 
Berlin,  and  a  loan  from  the  grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  were 
contemplated.  It  was  understood  that,  during  a  protract- 
ed period  of  profound  peace,  and  unprecedented  prosperi- 
ty, that  Sovereign  naturally  of  an  economizing  dispositi- 
on, had  hoarded  up  immense  treasures.  As  no  inter,  upti- 
on  of  the  calm  enjoyed  by  the  Italian  States,  was  then  pro- 
bable, the  practicability  of  borrowing,  upon  easy  terms, 
part  of  the  wealth  which  lay  dormant  and  unproductive  in 


*  This  picture  of  national  enthusiasm,  is  not  too  strongly  coloured.  The 
Historian,  though  extremely  young,  at  that  time,  recollects  some  circimi- 
stances  connected  with  it.  He  distinctly  remembers  the  eager  curiosit) , 
and  deep  veneration  which  the  appearance  of  FrankUn,  every  where  exci- 
ted, having  himself,  at  that  tender  age,  been  taken  by  his  Parents,  a  dis- 
tance of  several  leagues,  to  behold  the  Illustrious  American.  He  remem- 
bers also,  and  much  more  distinctly,  the  religious  awe  and  profound  soiTow, 
with  which  the  Constituent  Assembly  heard  the  short,  but  impressive  ad- 
dress of  Mirabeau,  on  the  death  of  the  Sa^Ciiuho  had  e/iliq-hteried  both  worlds  ,■ 
nor  has  he  forgotten  the  funeral  honors  paid  to  Franklin's  memory,  through 
out  all  France,  less  inconsequence  of  this  address,  than  from  the  effect  of  u - 
niversal  admiration  and  respect  for  him  who 

"  Eripuit  coclo  fulmen,  sceptrumqne  t)Tannis-." 
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CHAP,    tlie  grand  Duke's  cofTcrs,  readily  suggested  itself.    To  the 
IX.        niissii  n  designed  for  (liis  speciiic  object,  Mi*.  Izard  was  no- 
minated, Inil  his  exertions  were  inetfeetual. — Mr.  Mazzei, 
■*  a  native  of  Tuscany,  formerly  employed  in  managing  some 
.^jj       of  the  concerns  of  the  Ducal  treasury,  but  who  had,  soon 
after  the  beginning  of  the  American  contest,  emigrated  to 
Virginia,  witli  a  view  to  introduce,  upon  an  extensive  scale^ 
the  cultivation  of  vines  and  olive-trees,  was  afterwards  de- 
putej!  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  P.  Henry,  to  negoti- 
ate a  loanin  behalf  of  ihe  Commonwealth^  this  attempt, 
though  conducted  by  Mazzei  with  great  zeal  and  ability, 
equally  failed  of  success. 

As  we  progr«'Ss  through  the  vast  field  of  revolutionary 
events,  it  would  be  pleasing  to  stop  short  at  every  interest- 
Military     ^^^  ""^'   Commanding  station,  an<l  thence  to  open  to  the 
events  du-     coMipaiiinns  of  our  journey  a  full  view  of  the  important 
ring  the        scenes  which  prci^ent  themselves  on  all  sides.     This,howe- 
^eSpriii"     ^^*''  ^**^  rules  of  particular  history,  and  (he  limits  of  our 
"     plan,  equally  forbid.     Rapid  glances  over  those  transacti- 
ons of  which    Virginia  was  not  the  immediate  theatre, 
mwst  satisfy  us. 

The  bold  and  fortunate  manoeuvres  of  General  Wash- 
ington, at  a  moment  when  the  haughty  foe,  lulled  by  vic- 
tory'into  a  presumptuous  security,  thought  only  of  reaping 
the  fruits  of  conquest,  had  saved  Philadelphia,  recovered 
almost  the  whole  of  New  Jersey,  and  forced  the  enemy, 
now  confined  within  the  narrow  bounds  of  the  Country  a- 
bout  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  to  operations  exclusively  de- 
fensive Against  his  foraging  parties,  stratagem  and  ad- 
venturous entcrprize  were  often  used  with  brilliant  suc- 
cess ;  and  the  American  army  was  thus  gradually  prepar- 
ed and  inspirited  for  the  toils  and  hazards  of  the  approach- 
ing campaign.  Inoculation,  cautiously  introduced,  ended 
in  beneficial  results,  and  removed  one  of  tlie  principal  ap-* 
prehensions  of  the  commander  in  Chief  Ever  intent  on 
ins  country's  honor  and  advantage,  Washington  reluctant- 
ly submitted  to  the  inactivity  of  a  winter  encampment. 
fehruary.  A  plan  jjgaint  ^ew  York  was  formed,  and  Heath  directed 
to  advanci  towards  King's  Bridge,  with  his  omu  troops  and 
the  reinforcements  under  Lincoln,  to  the  end  of  effecting 
a  salutary  diversion.  Fort  Independence  was,  Iherefore, 
attacked,  but  without  success.  An  expedition  planned,  at 
the  same  time,  against  Rhode  Island,  was  likewise  relin- 
quished Washington's  army  yet  remained  in  a  state  of 
comparative  weakness.  From  many  and  various  impedi- 
ments, the  battalions  ordei'cd  by  Congress  were  slowly 
raised  ;  and  only  the  light  war  of  skirmishes  could  with 
prudence  be  ventured  upon.  Some  movements  of  the  en- 
emy renewed  Washington's  fears  for  Philadelphia,  but 
these  fears  happily  proved  groundless.  Inimical  attempts 
made  by  the  disaffected  in  the  counties  of  Worcester,   So- 
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mersct,  and  Dorset,  wore  quickly  repressed  by  the  vigi-     CHAP. 
lance  and  activity  of  the  Patriots  ;  b«'sidrs  the  gallant  Mer-         IX. 
cer,  Virginia  lost,  in  the  partial  engagements  which  took  _ 

place  during   the  winter,    several  of  her  bravest    sons.  '' 

AVashington,  who  wept  jver  them,  because  he  was  a  man, 
might  yet,  as  a  soldier  and  a  citizen,  exult  at  the  glory  of 
his  own  his  native  State,  from  which,  as  from  a  nursery  of 
valour,  sprung  so  many  able  and  intrepid  defenders  of  (lie 
liberties  of  America,  and  the  rights  of  the  whole  humaa 
race. 

In  enlisting  her  quota  of  men  for  the  Continental  ser- 
vice, Virginia  encountered,  in  common  with  the    other 
States  considerable  difficulties.     A  sense  of  local  danger, 
and  other  causes,    more  or  less  opi'rative,    retarded  the 
completion  of  t!ie  force  to  be  furnished  by  the  State.     Go- 
vernor Flenry  once  contemplated  to  fill  the  deficiencies  in    Febrij*ry3l 
the  intended  regiments  with  volunteers,  engaged  to  serve 
for  six   months.     General    Wasliington,    convinced    that 
short  enlistments  must  prove  not  only  insufficient,  but  ru- 
inous, disapproved  of  the  plan  :  It  was  therefore  abandon- 
ed, and  a  counter  proclamation*  issued,  stop()ing  the  for- 
mation of  volunteer  corps,  and  most  emphatically  urging 
the  enlistment  of  soldiers  on  terms  adequate  to  the  neces- 
sity of  <he  times,  and  to  the  wishes  of  Congress,  and  of  tiie 
commander  in  Chief.     Early  in  INLiy,  the   bat-ta!ions  re.« 
quired,  were  so  far  filled,  as  to    ivnder  it  probable  thut  a 
draught  from  the  militia,  would  be  uanccessary.f     This 
measure,  however,  we  will  finl  ultimately  adopted. 

The  Spring  having  now  returned,  more  active  operati- 
ons were  hourly  looked  for.  To  the  expected  renewal  of 
hostile  scenes,  the  British  preluded  by  the  destruction  of 
some  American  stores  at  Peek's-Kill,  and  by  more  serious  April. 
injuries  at  Danbury,  in  Connecticut.  The  loss  of  the  gal- 
lant Wooster,  who  fell  in  this  last  affair,  whilst  striking 
the  rear  of  the  retreating  invaders,  was  severely  felt  by 
the  Americans.  The  intrepid  Arnold  who,  on  tlie  same 
occasion,  harrassed  the  enemy  with  great  effect,  added  a 
new  laurel  to  his  brow  ;  nor  had  the  British  much  cause 
to  boast  of  this  expedition.  Independently  of  a  loss  of  a- 
bout  170  men  killed,  prisoners  and  missing,  their  savage 
conduct  in  burning  Danbury  and  Ridgefield,  inflamed  the 
popular  mind  even  to  phrenzy  ;  and  the  hopes  which  Ge- 
neral Howe  had  conceived  of  enlisting,  in  that  quarter,  mul- 
titudes of  disaffected  individuals,  under  the  Roviil  stand- 
ard, were  totally  frustrated.     Nor  were  the  Americans 


*  See  ii  Purdie's  Virginia  Gazette,  for  December  27tli,  1776,  the  pro- 
clamation oT  Henrv  for  raisint^  volunteers  ;  and  in  the  same  Gazette  for 
February  21st,  1777,  the  coiuiter  praclamation  here  allujdcd  to.. 

t  Sec  Append;:;,  Xo.  16. 
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CHAP,    slow  in  rctalialiiig  stratagem,  and  destruction  of  military. 
IX.       stores.      With  a  handful   of  brave  conjpanions.    Colonel 
Meij^'s,  already  «'onspieuous  as  one  of  the  boldest  follow- 

-  ers  of  Arnold   in  the  Canadian   expedition,  passed  from 

Gnilford  to  Sagg-Harbour,  a  small  port  in  the  Norlhei-n 
seetion  of  Long  Island,  where  a  ronsiderable  quantit,v  of 
forage,  grain,  and  other  necessaries,  was  understood  to 
have  been  collected  for  the  Royal  army  at  New  York.— 

May  24.  ]\Ieigs  and  his  men,  reaching  the  British  deposit,  about  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  advanced  on  the  guards  witli  fi.\ed 
bayonets,  overpowered  them — set  the  vessels  and  forage 
on  fire — killed,  or  secured  all  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  ex- 
^'-ept  a  few,  whose  escape  the  darkness  of  the  night  favour- 
ed— relurned  to  Guiiford,  without  sustaining  any  loss — 
having,  in  26  hours,  reniovcd,  by  land  and  water,  over  a 
space  of  90  miles.  Six  of  (lie  enemy  were  killed,  and  nine^ 
ty  taken  prisoners.  Twelve  brigs  and  sloops,  one  an  vjcm- 
ed  vessel  mounting  12  guns,  were  entirely  consumed,  to- 
gether with  a  large  quantity  of  forage,  corn,  rum,  and  o- 
ther  supplies.  No  private  property  was  injured.  The 
prisoners  were  humanely  treated,  and  all  the  articles  be- 
longing to  them,  held  no  less  inviolable  than  their  per- 
sons. The  thanks  of  Congress  were  solemnly  returned  to 
this  gallant  party,  and  a  sword  voted  to  Colonel  Meigs,  as 
a  distinctive  mark  of  high  and  unanimous  approbati- 
on. 

A  mysterious  gloud  still  enveloped  the  designs  of  Gene- 
ral Howe  for  the  opening  campaign.  It  was,  indeed,  evi- 
dent that  two  great  objects  must  occupy  his  thoughts — a 
junction  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  with  the  a*"my  from 
the  North — and  the  occupation  of  Philadelphia,  then  the 
metropolis  of  the  new  Republic.  But  which  of  these  two 
objects  was  he<letermined  to  pursue  ?  If  the  second,  was  he 
likely  to  attempt  a  march  through  the  Jerseys,  and  the 
passage  of  the  Delaware,  which  might  be  successfully  op- 
posed ?  Or  would  he,  availing  himself  of  the  facility  which 
a  numerous  and  powerful  fleet  aiforded  him  of  conveying, 
without  annoyance,  his  cumbrous  forces  up  the  Chesa- 
peake or  (he  Delaware  Bay,  proceed  by  water  to  some  fa- 
vourable point  of  debarkation,  and  there  pour  out  his  le- 
gions, which,  in  a  country  unintersected  by  large  rivers, 
undefended  by  high  mountains,  might  with  ease  overcome 
all  probable  resistance,  and  possess  theuiselves  of  the  de- 
voted City?  This  uncertainty  greatly  perplexed  the  Ame- 
merican  Fabius.  He  saw ,  however,  the  necessity  of  some 
cautious  plan,  tending  to  utilize  and  consolidate,  instead 
of  dissipating  and  enfeebling,  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand.— These  forces  were  to  constitute  a  main  and  cen- 
tral body — and  coiiiinunications  must  be  secured  between 
that  body  and  the  secondary  armies  at  Ticonderoga  and 
at  IVelv*s-Kill,  so  as  to  facilitate  reciprocal  aid  and  sup- 
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port,  upon  a  full  developement  of  the  enemy's  views.     For    CHAP. 
this  purpose,  a  posifion  was  selfcted  on  the  high  and  strong       IX, 
grounds  neai"  the  Rai'iton:  and  that  every  threatened  point 
might  be  rendered  as  defensible  as  circumstances  allowed,  ■ 

the  troops  from  the  Eastern  States  were  distributed  be- 
tween Tieonderoga  and  Peek's  Kill ;  those  from  Jersey  to 
the  South,  including  North-Carolina,  Mere  directed  to  joia 
General  Washington.  Tlie  exposed  situation  of  South  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  made  it  expedient  not  to  draw,  for  the 
present,  any  troops  from  tliose  States.  In  their  solicitude 
for  the  fate  of  Philadelphia,  Congress  had  directed  the  for- 
mation of  a  camp  on  the  Mcstern  side  of  the  Delaware. — 
This  camp,  Washington  composed  of  militia,  supported  by 
a  small  bo  iy  of  regulars,  and  caused  the  whole  to  be  pla- 
ced under  the  command  of  the  experienced  Arnold.  To 
Middlebrook,  the  advantageous  scitc  which  we  have  men-  j^jay  28, 
tioned,  he  himself  repaired,  adding  to  its  natural  strength 
several  fortifications  of  art,  and  anxiously  watching  from 
its  heights  the  movements  of  his  adversary,  in  order  to  di- 
rect opposition  whenever  those  movements  should  indicate 
its  necessity.  Sullivan,  stationed  at  Princeton,  was  direct- 
ed to  wage  the  ■petite  gverre  o{  a,  [iart'isun.  and  that  onlyv 
The  militia  of  New  Jersey,  who  now  manifested  for  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country,  an  uncommon  degree  of  alacrity,  re- 
ceived orders,  so  soon  as  the  enemy  should  commence  his 
«pei*ations,  ineessantly  to  hangon  his  rear,  harrass  his  flanks, 
and  intercept  nr  disperse  his  detached  parties,  without, 
however,  exposing  themselves  to  the  hazards  of  an  exten'- 
sive  engagement. 

These  judicious  and  salutary  dispositions,  dictated  by  a 
consciousness  of  his  own  inferiority  in  numbers,  discipline, 
and  other  military  advantages,  Washington  was  enabled  to 
complete  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  by  the  unac- 
countable dilatoriness  of  the  British  Commander.  Nor 
was  this  slow,  indecisive,  creeping  policy  coniined  to  Sir 
William  Howe.  Happily  for  America,  it  characterized, 
■with  a  few  exceptions,  the  measures  of  the  British  lea- 
ders, during  the  whole  course  of  tU%  Avar. 

Finally  emerging  from  his  protracted  torpor.  Sir  Willi-  ^'^"^• 
am  Howe,  early  in  June,  transferred  himself,  with  strong 
reinforcements,  from  New  York  into  Jersey,  marched 
from  Amboy  to  Brunswick,  and  appeared  to  threaten  Phi- 
ladelphia. His  first  object,  however*  was  to  draw"  Wash- 
ington from  an  eneampment  where  he  could  not  be  ad- 
vantageously attacked,  and  to  bring  him  to  a  general  acti- 
on in  a  more  open  and  level  pan  of  the  country,  w'uere  a 
single  well  directed  and  mighty  blow  could  annihilate  his 
whole  force.  Washington  possessed  too  much  sagacity  nat  , 
to  penetrate  the  enemy's  intention,  and  too  much  prudence 
to  relinquish  his  secure  position,  and,  wilh  an  army  in  so 
many  respects  inferior  to  that  of  his  opponent,  to  stake  the 
dearest  interests  of  his  country  on  tlic  Tate  of  a  single  bat- 
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tie.  When,  therefore,  tl»e  British  fojccs  advanced  from 
Brunswiekto^vards  the  Delaware,  in  IWo  formidable  co- 
lumns, ihe  American  General,  still  convinced  thai  the  first 
blow  was  intended  against  himself,  and  steadilj  resolved 
to  maintain  his  ftuouVablc  position,  far  from  quieting  the 
heights  ofMiddlebrook.  assumed  tliere  a  more  rormidable 
attitude,  erecting  additional  defences,  and  calling  lo his  aid 
detachments  from  the  corps  at  Peek's-Kill.  In  the  mean 
time,  Morgan  with  his  select  Body  of  rilleuien,  and  Sulh- 
Tan  with  some  cavalry  and  the  J»rsey  militia,  severely 
galletl  the  hostile  lines  ;  and  had  Sir  William  Howe,  leav- 
ing unuisiurhed  the  main  American  army,  made  a  serious 
attempt  to  cross  the  Delaware,  Washington  contca>plated, 
an  attack  on  his  rear,  w  hilst  his  front  should  he  opposed  hy 
Arnold.  For  the  execution  of  this  scheme,  however,  no 
opportunilv  was  offered.  Baffled  in  all  his  attempts  to  se- 
duce or  compel  the  American  General  to  a  decisive  action, 
Howe  rapidly  retraced  his  steps  to  Brunswick,  and  thence 
toAmhoy,  where  with  a  view  to  an  embarkation  of  his 
ti-oops,  in  pursuit  of  some  important  object  yet  unknown  to 
the  Americans,  he  immediately  threw  over  the  channel  on 
the  west  of  Staten  Island,  a  pmtable  bridge  originally  in- 
tended for  the  passage  ol'  the  Delaware,  and  thus  convey- 
ed to  that  Island  his  heavy  baggage,  and  part  of  his  troops. 
—During  Ihe  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Brunswick  to 
Amhoy,  Morgan,  Sullivan,  and  Maxwell,  were  directed  to 
han-ass  the  enemy  in  flank,  whilst  Greene,  detached  Irom 
Middlehrook,  at  the  head  of  three  brigades,  should  annoy 
them  in  the  rear.  From  accidental  causes,  little  injury 
was  inflicted  on  the  retiring  foe,  except  by  Morgan's  for- 
midable corps. 

Washington  had  long  been  desirous  of  striking  some  im- 
portant blow.  The  passage  of  the  Brilish  army  into  Stat- 
en Island  seemed  to  favour  his  wish.  He,  theretore,  a<l- 
Taneed  to  Quibbletown,  with  a  view  to  fall  on  the  rear 
of  his  adversary,  or,  at  least,to  cover  Stirling's  division  ami 
other  American  parties,  which  had  already  approached  the 
hostile  lines.  This  deviation  from  his  cautious  system  w^s 
near  proving  fatal  to  the  American  Chief.  Uecallmg  the 
portion  of  his  troops  %>hich  had  already  passed  oyer  lo 
Staten  Island,  Sir  William  Howe  rapidly  marched  in  two 
eolnmns,  towards  Westfield.  Whilst  one  of  these  c-olumns 
should  attack  Washington  at  Quibbletown.  the  other  was 
to  seize  the  heights  which  he  had  too  promptly  abandoned. 
Apprized  of  this  movement.  Washington  immediately  re- 
gained the  camp  at  Middlehrook  ;  and  the  enemy  frustrated 
in  his  main  ohiect,  though  suceessful  in  a  sharp  skirmMi 
with  Sterling's  division,  near  the  Scoleh  plains,  crossed 
over  to  Stat?n  Island,  on  the  30th  of  June  -f -c^hing 
from  Sandv-Hook.  on  the  23d  of  .Tuly.  steered  or  tU 
sTmh,  lining  Washington  doubtful  and  perplexed,  as  i. 
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the  real  object  of  this  embarkation.    He  had  alwaya  be-    CHAP. 
lieved  tlie  object  of  Sir  W'illiam  Howe  to  be  the  comiiiand        IX 
of  the  upper  Hudson,  and  under  this  impression,  had  taken 
every  possible  measure  to  render  the  station  of  Peek's  Kill  "« 

inexpungable.  Now  apprehensive  of  a  feint,  he  took  a  ^j^j, 
position  which  alike  enabled  liini  expeditiously  to  extend 
the  protection  of  his  army  either  to  that  important  pass» 
or  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  A  bold  and  successful  at- 
tempt by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barton,  with  a  handful  of  mi- 
litia, against  Major  General  Prescot,  on  >vhom  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  force  in  Rhode-Island  had  lately  de- 
volved, greatly  animated,  about  this  time,  the  hopes  of 
the  Americans.  Unobserved  by  the  guard  boats  of  the 
enemy,  Barton  and  his  few  attendants  passed  from  War-  * 
wick  to  (he  western  part  of  the  Island,  proceeded  without 
loss  of  time  to  Prescot's  quarters,  seized  the  centinel  at 
his  door,  and  one  of  his  iiids-de-camp,  took  the  General 
himself  in  his  bed,  and,  with  cautious  celerity,  conveyed 
him  to  an  American  post.  Thus  was  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  xMajor  General  Lee,  and  likely  to  be  exchanged 
lor  him,  captured  under  circumstances  nearly  similar  to 
tbose  which  had  placed  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  atchievement  was  justly  applauded  by  Congress,  the 
people,  and  the  army. 

The  belief  of  Washington  that,  although  the  hostile  fleet  Events  m 
had  bent  its  course  to  the  Southward,  still  the  real  olyect  theL^Jses. 
of  General  Howe  was  a  junction  with  Burgoyne,  on  the 
upper  Hudson,  had  derived  new  strength  from  late  Intel- 
ligenceof  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  latter  pursued  his 
victorious  march  towards  Albany.  Early  in  July,  Ticon- 
deroga  had  been  evacuated  by  St.  Clair,  wifjiout  a  siege. 
In  its  retreat,  the  American  division  had  been  hotly  pur- 
sued,  overtaken,  and  notwith  standing  a  most  gallant  defence; 
defeated  with  considerable  loss.  Fort  Anne  and  Skeensbo- 
rough  were  occupied  by  the  enemy  j  harrassed,  broken,  dig. 
pirited,  the  troops  under  St.  Clair  appeared  totally  unable 
to  check  the  t^-iumphant  progress  of  the  British.  The 
junction  alluded  to  having  thus  become  more  practicable. 
It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  an  attempt  towards  it  would 
be  made  by  Sir  William  Howe ;  yet  Washinj-ton  kept,  at 
the  same  time,  an  anxious  eye  on  Philadelpliia.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  lowc  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Drla- 
ware,  and  of  New  Jersey,  were  called  to  arms,  and  other 
preparatory  measures  taken  against  eventual  invasion, 
through  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 
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General  transactions  in  Virginia — Meas^ires  against  disaf- 
fected persotis  and  deserters — *B.r rivals  of  supj)lies  from 
France — Meeting  of  a  Hc'mitific  society — Beneficial  ob- 
jects of  that  society — Meeting  of  the  Legislature — Princi- 
pal acts  of  this  Session — Measures  for  completing  the 
quota  of  men  for  the  Continental  sei^ice — Oath  of  allegi- 
ance prescribed — Continental  Loan  OJ^ce  established  at 
Williamsburg — Establishment  of  another  Loan  Ofjicc 
for  the  Slate — t^^ct  to  snppoit  the  credit  of  the  Continent^ 
aJ  and  State  paper  moneu — Act  against  desertion — Pro- 
visions against  invasions  and  insurrections — Act  relative 
to  the  Congressional  Delegation  from  tlie  State— Appoint- 
ment of  Delegates — Thanks  of  the  House  given  to  B.  H. 
Lee — Provisions  for  tite  recovery  of  public  money ,  and  for 
the  fulfilment  of  contracts  7cith  Government — other  la- 
bours of  the  Legislature— Act  in  favor  of  Hampden  Sid- 
ney Academy — P.  Henry  is  re-appointed  Governor — Pub- 
lic Records  removed  to  Eiclimond— -  Adjournment  of  the  Le- 
gislalure — Arrival  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  of  the 
Marquis  Dela  Fayette  in  America — Proclamation  of  tlie 
Governor  against  certain  dangerous  persons — Anniver- 
sary of  Independence — Washington  reinforces  the^^orth- 
ern  army — Sullivan's  excursion  into  Staten-Island — 
The  British  fleet  enters  the  Chesapeake — Active  measures 
in  Virginia  thereupon — Howe  lands  beloiv  Elkton — Bat- 
tle of  Brandy  Wine — Howe  enters  Philadelphia. 

"Whilst  the  two  armies  were  thus  preluding  to  the  awful 
drama  to  be  shortly  acted  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  or 
on  Those  of  the  Delaware,  the  Executive  of  Virginia  pur- 
sued, with  energetic  zeal,  the  measures  sa*tietioned  by  the 
late  General  Assembly,  for  the  removal  of  obnoxious  per- 
sons, and  for  an  adequate  augmentatipn  of  military 
force.  British  merchants,  not  well  affected  to  the  cause 
of  America,  were  peremptorily  ordered  to  leave  the  State, 
and  such  as  failed  to  comply,  in  due  time,  with  this  order, 
taken  into  custody  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  The 
recruiting  service  was  pressed  with  successful  ardour,  and 
desertion  subjected  to  rigorous  penalties.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  mistaken  sympatliy,  or  attachment,  several  pei'- 
sons  harboured  and  concealed  individuals  whof^t  so  erili- 
cal  a  juncture,  unblushingly  abandoned  the  banners  of 
their  country.  On  the  2U\i  of  April,  Governor  Henry  is- 
sued a  proclamation  intended  to  crush  a  practice  so  neia-' 
rious,  in  a  case  of  vohmlai-y  cnlistiucnts.,  ?.!id  when  the, 
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lives  of  the  citizens,  their  liberty,  and  whatever  Freemen    CH  \P, 
ought  to  hold  dear,  were  invaded  by  an  armed  force  ;   di-         X. 
recting  diligent  search  to  be  made  for  all  military  fugi- 
tives, but,  at  the  same  time,  opening  a  prospect  of  pardon  '^^~" 
to    such    as  should    spontaneously  surrender  themselves.       .^ 
Energetic  regulations  were  besides  adopted,  tending  to  en- 
force,  among  the  troops,  order,  discipline,  a  due  respect 
for  property  and  other  civil  rights  ;  in  short,  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  all  the  duties  of  their  honorable  profession. 
Thus  were  the  fundamentals  of  military  worth,  gradually 
established,  by  the  introduction  of  regularity,  system,  and 
experience ;  tbey  made  ample  amends  for  those  deficien- 
ces  which  the  general  state  of  things  did  not  yet  permit  to 
remove. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public  mind  was  cheered  by  the  Arrivals  of 
appearance,  in  the  principal  rivers  of  the  State,  of  several  f^^^ 
French  vessels  loaded  with  warlike  stores.  Arrivals  of  ™"^'"^'=^ 
this  description  were  now  frequent  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States.  They  resulted  either  from  piivate  com- 
mercial enterprize,  or  from  purchases  made  in  France  by 
Dr.  Franklin  and  his  colleagues;  such  purchases  being 
secretly  allowed,  and  even  favoured  by  the  Cabinet  of  Ver- 
sailles. From  Holland  and  Spain,  various  supplies  were 
also  procured. — Another  circumstance  productive  of  con- 
siderable joy  and  benefit,  was  the  return,  about  this  time, 
of  Colonel  Gibson  and  Captain  Lynn,  who,  in  May  1776, 
had  been  sent  by  General  Lee  to  New-Orleans,  with  a  small 
escort,  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  with  the  Governor, 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  quantity  of  gun-powder.  Of 
this  valuable  article,  they  now  brought  to  Virginia  twelve 
thousand  pounds,  obtained  on  moderate  terms.  This  ex- 
pedition, which  ended  so  successfully  notwithstanding  the 
multiplied  dangers  of  the  route,  was  universally  applaud- 
ed, and  soon  after  liberally  rewarded  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Amid  the  hurry  of  revolutiona^ry  scenes,  and  the  elan-  Meeting  of 
gour  of  war,  it  is  pleasing  to  behold  an  homage  paid  to  sci-  a  Scientific 
ence.     A  taste  not  only  for  elegant  literature,  but  alfeo  for  Societjr. 
profound  research,  at  that  time,  prevailed  through  Vir- 
ginia.    A  zealous  professor  at  the  University  of  SVilliam 
and  Mary,  the  learned  Dr.  Small,*  patronized  and  encou- 


^-.  ?'".•  Small  IS  a  remarkable  instance  of  great  individual  usefiilness.  In 
vn-g-inia,  he  forme  J  disciples  who»e  light  has  irradiated  seveial  depart- 
raents  of  science  ;  and,  on  his  return  to  England,  having  settled  at  Bir- 
mingham as  a  physician,  his  application  of  chemical  discoveries  to  vai-i- 
ous  rnanufacturcs,  greath-  promoted  the  rpospeiity  of  that  place.  Of  that 
amiable  and  meritorious  professor,  the  Historian  has  heard  tlie  late  Go- 
pernor  Page,  and  the  late  Bishop  Madison  speak  with  enthasiasm.  Mr. 
..etterson  also  expresses  the  warmest  gratitude  for  Dr.  Small's  enlighten- 
cd  and  afiectiopate  guidance  of  his  studies,  when  at  College.  The  Dr. 
was  professor  of  mathematics,  and  for  sometime  occupied  the  philosophi- 
:-J:i  cna;r.    He  first  introduced  iiito  both  schools    rational  and   el<^vatcri 
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raged  by  Governor  Fauquier,  the  ablest  character  who 
evei'filled  the  chair  of  government  in  Virginia,  before  the 
revohition,  had  chitll.v  contributed  to  thediifusion  of  that 
taste,    I'hemeu  who  possessed  if  had,  most  of  them,  been  his 
disciples.  'I'hey  aimed  at  higher  objects  than  present  gratifi- 
cation or  f  uf  ure  fame.     They  fully  understood  the  principle 
**  that  national  in<lustry  is  compounded  of  theory,  applica-. 
lion,  and  execution."     Purauits,   which  to  vulgar  eyes  ap- 
pear, at  best,  pure  sources  of  rational  amusement,  tvere  by 
those  men  justly  considered  as  intimately  linked  with  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  husbandry,  manufactures,  the 
arts,  and  commerce.     In  tlie  vast  extent  of  their  country, 
they  saw  boundless  fields  of  research  hitherto  untrodden. 
A  few  natives  of  the  State,  possessing,  at  tlie  same  time,  a 
laudable  spirit  of  investigation,  and  much  liberal  leisure, 
had,  indeed,  explored  some  favourite  spots  in  this  immense 
region  of  promise.     Scientific  travellers,  drawn  to  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  by  an   ardent  thirst  after  knowledge, 
had  also  examioed  and  described  the  most  prominent  of 
those  treasures  with  which  the  bounteous  hand  of  nature 
has  enriclied  the  forests,  the  plains,  the  rivers,  and  the 
mountains   of  Virginia.     But  the  solitary,  unassisted  ef- 
forts of  the  former,  and  the  transient  attention  of  the  lat- 
ter, could  only  produce  narrow   and    unsatisfactory  re- 
sults.    Their  labours  could  not  embrace  a  range  of  disco- 
very sufficiently  extensive  to  benefit  mankind  in  any  re- 
markable degree.     The  uses,  nay,  the  very  names  of  num- 
berless native  productions,  still  remained  unknown.     The 
uniform,  unremitted,  regular  efforts  of  a  zealous   and  sys- 
tematic association,  were  evidently  wanted  to  produce  re- 
s«ilts  splendidly  and  substantially  useful.     A  society  was, 
therefore,  instituted,  whose  commendable  objects  were,  by 
collecting  into  a  proper  focus,  the  solitary  rays  of  genius 
and  knowledge,  which  beamed  here  and  there  throughout 
Virginia,  to  throw  some  light  on  several  of  the  Sciences,  to 
render  them  all  familiar  to  the  inquisitive  and  the  studi- 
ous, and  to  apply  them  with  skill  and  efficacy  to   the  per- 
fectirlll^  of  those  arts  which  might  be  most  essentially  ser- 
viceable to  the  country  at  large.     Of  this   society,  Mr, 
John  Page,  who  with  the  active  patriotism  of  which  we 
have  already  related  so  many  proofs,  combined  eminent 
scientific  acquirements,  was  now  President,  and  the  Rev'd, 
James  Madison,  professor  of  mathematics  at  William  and 


courses  of  study  ;  and  from  an  extraordinary  conjunction  of  eloquerce 
and  logic,  was  enabled  to  communicate  them  to  tlie  Students  with  threat 
ert ect.  Dr.  Small  was  the  intimate  friend  of  George  "VVythe,  and  first  in- 
troduced Ml".  Jefl'erson  to  the  patronage  and  fricndsliip  of  that  venrrr.ble 
charricter.  Governor  Fauquier  has  been  delineated  by  Mr.  Bark, — SufTice 
it  to  observe,  that  Small,  Wythe,  and  Fauquier,  were  inseparable  friends. 

that  truly  Attic  society,  v  hose  chief  en- 


Mr.  Jefierson  was  soon  added  to 

joymonts  were  phiijjsoplucal   cc:r,  f^-.sation,  ard  inuil'' 


Mary  College,  acted  as  otie  of  the  Secretaries,  and  as  Cu-    CHAP. 
rator  to  tUe  same.     For  two  years  past,   the  meetings  of        X. 
that  useful  assof*iation  had  been  interrupted,  partly  by  the 

critical  state  of  the  country,  and  partly  by  the  difficulty  of ' 

convening  so  large  a  number  of  members  as  was  required  . 
to  constitute  a  meeting,  conformably  to  certain  fuodamen- 
tal  regulations.  It  was,  therefore,  judged  necessary,  and 
resolved  by  a  meeting  held  at  the  Capitol,  early  in  May, 
that  for  the  future  seven  members,  with  the  President,  or 
Vice  President  inclusive,  mi^jht  proceed  to  business,  and 
that  a  Committee  then  appointed,  should  immediately  ex- 
amine and  publish  such  papers  as  they  should  judge  wop^ 
thy  of  a  place  in  their  transactions.  Several  valuable  pa- 
pers on  curious  and  useful  subjects,  some  astronomical  ob- 
servations, and  many  interesting  meteorological  journals, 
had  already  been  given  in,  and  a  hope  was  entertained  of 
soon  presenting  the  whole  to  the  public  eye  through  the 
medium  of  the  press. — It  is  to  be  sincerely  regretted  that 
the  calls  of  the  war  prevented  those  precious  germs  from 
receiving  the  devolopement  of  which  they  were  suscepti- 
ble. Such  an  institution,  if  cherished  and  nurtured  into  a 
proper  degree  of  vigor,  would  have  been  attended  with  the 
happiest  effects.  It  would  have  furnished  delightful  ami 
manly  entertainment  for  its  members,  diffused  abroad  a 
spirit  of  useful  inquiry,  stirred  up  a  laudable  emulation  a- 
mongst  men  of  genius,  drawn  out  of  obscurity,  and  brought 
into  action,  men  of  abilities,  whose  modesty  has  deprived 
the  world  of  valuable  discoveries,  and  speculations,  in 
flhort,  by  reacting,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  upon  educa- 
tion, manners, and  industry,  it  would  have  eminently  con- 
tributed to  the  dignity  of  the  national  character,  and  to 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  General  Assembly  met  at  the  Mec*in^  of 
Capitol,   in  Williamsburg.     Archibald  Cary  was  chosen  ^.':1^'^-^^^*^ 
Speaker  of  the  Senate;  and  George  Wythe  placed  in  the 
Chair  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

To  this  pre-eminent  distinction,  George  Wyth^was  en- 
titled not  only  by  superior  depth  and  extent  of  legal  and 
political  knowledge,  but  by  spotless  puHty  of  virtue,  and 
a  devotion  to  the  common  cause,  both  fervent  and  syste- 
matic. Distinguished  before  the  present  contest,  as  a 
self- instructed  scholar  and  philosopher,  as  an  able,  zea- 
lous and  disinterested  advocate,  he  had  hecome,'  on  the  ^j^'t 
very  first  movements  of  the  opposition,  equally  conspicu-  ^RKk 
ous  as  a  firm  and  decided  patriot.     Actions,  not  words,  ^ 

characterized  the  patriotism  of  George  Wythe.  No  soon- 
er did  Virginia  call  her  pons  to  arms,  than  he  joined  a 
corps  of  voluntecis.  Exchanging  forensic  for  martial  pui- 
fiuits,  he  was  seen  daily  inuring  himself  to  military  disci- 
pline, and  the  toils  of  the  Held.     But,  flioiigh  in  necil  of 
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soldiers,  his  oountry  still  more  wanted  statesmen  iand  le- 
gislators. Her  public  councils  were  the  proper  theatre 
for  abilities  like  his :  there  his  peculiar  usefulness  could 
be  exerted  to  the  utmost  advantage.  Accordingly,  the 
Toice  of  his  fellow  citizens  called  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Burgesses,  over  which  he  presided  for  some 
time,  with  universal  approbation.  A  still  more  important 
trust  was  confided  to  him,  by  his  appointment  to  the  Ge- 
neral Congress,  which  assembled  on  the  18th  of  May, 
177.^,  and  assigned  to  America  **  a  distinct  and  separate 
station,  among  the  nations  of  the  world."  The  honorable 
task  delegated  to  him,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Hevisors,  brought  him  back  to  Virginia ;  and  the  City  of 
Williamsburg  placed  him  in  the  Assembly,  of  which  we 
now  see  him  elected  Speaker.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
his  illustrious  pupil  and  friend,  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  as- 
sociated with  him,  in  all  the  stages  of  this  patriotic  and 
useful  career. 

Two  striking  cireurastances  distinguish  this  session — 
the  immense  number  of  petitions  laid  before  the  Assembly, 
and  the  parental  attention  bestowed  upon  them.  In  all 
countries,  a  state  of  war  necessarily  produces  much  pri- 
vate distress;  but  it  is  only  in  popular  governments  that 
private  distress  becomes  so  peculiarly  an  object  of  Legis- 
lative concern. 

The  same  session  exhibits  an  unaliated  activity  of  mili- 
tary preparation.  The  better  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  were  elliciently  promoted  by  judicious  and 
energetic  regulations.  This  was  soon  followed  by  «??  act 
for  the  more  readily  compJeting  the  qnola  of  troops  to  he 
raised  in  the  Commonwealth.  Any  two  members  of  the 
militia,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  who  should,  before  the 
first  day  of  October  following,  procure  an  able  bodied  sol- 
dier to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  were  to  be  exempted  from  all  draughts  whatever, 
and  from  other  military  obligations,  during  the  term  for 
which  such  a  recruit  should  be  enlisted.  The  recruit  him- 
self wa%cntitlod  to  the  Continental  bounty  and  other  al-. 
Jowances,  independently  of  private  gratuilies.  The  arrest 
of  soldiers,  in  cases  of  debts,  or  demands  not  exceeding 
fif(y  dollars,  was  prohibited  by  this  act.  But,  not  trust- 
ing entirely  to  (he  effect  of  the  encouragements  formerly 
offered,  and  those  now  given,  the  framers  of  this  act  di- 
re^ed  a.  just  and  equal  draught  from  the  militia^  in  the 
foIloAving  manner. 

Jn  each  miliiury  section  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the 
iOth  of  August,  ensuing,  the  deficiency  of  men  in  the  quo- 
ta allotted  (o  (hat  .«ce(ion.  was  to  be  ascertained  by  pro- 
per military  and  civil  authorities;  and  the  militia,  divided 
into  as  many  lots  as  there  injgl'.l  be  laen  wanting,  to  com- 
plete the  quota  ic^nirrj!,     in  jV'r>ii!)g  the  sovo'al  divi- 
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sjons,  regar<l  was  to  be  principally  had  to  the  nximber  of    CHAP. 
able  boilied  men,  and  to  properfy,  so  as  to  observe  as  far         X. 
as  praelieable.  a  sivivt  equality  in  respect  to  both.     Each 
division  was  ^o  furnish  one  man.     In  ease  of  refusal,  or  ' 

neglect,  the  field  officers,  jointly  with  certain  magistrates,  1777 
were  to  draught  those  individuals  who  could  best  be  spared, 
and  promised  to  be  most  servicealde.  From  these  allot- 
ments scarcely  any  citizens  were  exempted;  and  the  men 
thus  draughted  were  nlaced,  in  all  respects,  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  Continental  Regulars. 

By  the  same  Act  a  battalion  of  ten  companies  of  artil- 
lery was  directed  to  be  raised.  For  this  purpose  the  most; 
liberal  encouragements  were  held  out — especially,  in  the 
provision  made  for  the  support  and  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  wives,  children,  and  aged  parents  of  all  poor 
soldiers,  during  the  absence  of  the  latter  in  tJie  public  ser- 
vice.— We  have  mentioned  a  scheme  of  trade  for  wliicU 
appropriations  had  been  made  in  1776.  This  afforded  fur- 
ther means  of  excitement  for  entering  the  array.  All  sol- 
diers were  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  public  store  with 
clothing  and  other  necessaries,  at  the  prime  cost,  and  with- 
out any  advance  whatever,  upon  directions  to  that  effect 
from  their  commanding  officers. 

An  oath  of  allegiapec  to   the  Commonwealth  was  re-  Oathof  all<i 
quired  from  all  free-born  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  S'i??^^l^'-" 
of  sixteen.     Recusants  were  to  be  immediately  disarmed,     "      ' 
and.  moreover,  deprived  of  all  civil  rights.     Individuals 
coming  from  other  States  into  Vu'ginia  were  called  upon 
to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain; 
aiwl  a  promise  was  required  from  them  not  to  do  any  thing 
prejudicial  to  the  Independence  and  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

To  carrv  into  effect  two  resolutions  of  Congress,  for  the  CoMlneutui 
pnrnose  of  obtaining  a  loan  of  seven  millious  of  Continental  ^'^'-'^^o^ce 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  loan  office  v/as  wmbms. 
opened  at  Williamsburg,  and  William  Armistead  appointed  burg. 
to  superintend  its  operations.     Foi-  the  repayment  of  the 
sums  borrowed,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  faith  of  the 
United  States   was  pledged.     Specie,  Continenlal   paper 
dollars,  or  bills  of  credit  heretofore  euiifted  by  the  State, 
might  constitute  part,  or  the  whole,  of  eacli  sum  thus 
borrowed;  and  that  sum  could  not  be  less  than  tv.o  hun- 
dred dollars.     Certificates  were  delivered  to  the  lenders, 
who  received  upon  the  same,  an  annual  interest  of  six  per 
cent. 

A  desire  to  prevent  the  further  emis«ioh  of  large  sums  KstitblisU- 
of  paper-money,  induced  an  act  fov  borrowing,  on  account  ^nentofrm 
of  the  Commonwealth,  one  million  of  dollars.     G.  Webb,  '^^i^^^^'"'^" 
or  the  Treasurer  for  tlic  lime  being,  was  enlrwsted  with 
the  management  of  this  loan,  the  ciicumslanecs  of  which 
resembled  those  oJT  the  last  case,  except  tl'.at  the  gums  Isor- 
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rowed  were  not  to  he  less  than  three  hundred  dollars  each* 
Severe  penalties  were  enacted  to  prevent  fraud  of  any 
kind,  in  respect  both  to  Continental  and  State-eeriificates- 
In  the  event  of  this  loan  not  succeeding,  Treasury-Notes 
were  to  be  issued  in  dollars,  and  parts  of  dollars.  The 
circulation  of  these  notes  was  enforced  by  certain  regula- 
tions; and  they  were  declared  redeemable,  on  the  first  day 
of  December,  1784. 

Congvess,  aware  of  the  immense  and  multifarious  evils 
threatened  by  depreciation,  had  been  solicitously  employed 
in  measures,  tending  to  keep  up  the  value  of  the  Continen- 
tal bills  of  credit.  Among  other  provisions,  they  had  re* 
commended  it  to  the  respective  Legislatures  to  pass  laws, 
declaring  these  bills  a  tender  in  all  payment  of  all  debts. 
The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  therefore,  passed  an  act 
making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress 
current  in  all  payments,  tiade,  and  dealings  within  the 
Commonwealth.  A  refusal  of  Continental  or  State  bills, 
or  a  demand  of  more,  in  such  bills,  than  in  any  other  spe- 
cies of  money,  or  the  exchange  of  the  same  for  gold  or  sil- 
ver below  par,  was  made  punishable  with  forfeiture,  ex« 
tinguishment  of  interest,  and  other  penalties.  Creditors 
were  compelled  to  receive  the  tender  thus  made,  and  spe- 
cialties were  not  lio  be  withheld  and  secreted,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  operation  of  this  law  * — Thus  far  was  the  re- 
commendation of  Congress  complied  with  by  the  Legisla- 
ttire  of  Virginia.  That  this  measure  was  inadequate  to  its 
object  Avill  appear  in  the  sequel  of  our  narrative.  Opinion, 
not  law,  regulates  such  matters.  To  the  imperious  neces- 
sity of  the  times.  Me  must  look  for  the  motive  of  this  po- 
licy; and  acquaint  the  Legislators  of  the  demoralizing, 
and,  in  many  cases,  individually  ruinous  operation  of  the 
pctro-active  clause  in  tlris  act  for  the  legal  tender  of  paper 
hills.  Both  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures,  at  that 
time,  contemplated  the  redemption  of  paper-money  at  par 
with  gold  or  silver.  Hence  this  law,  which  a  rapid  sub- 
sequent depreciation  rendered  partially  fatal,  vhilst  it 
fundamentally  promoted  flie  universal  good.  It  was  on© 
of  those  extreme  cases  which  call  for  extreme  remedies. 

SaLUS  POPULI  SrPREM4  XEX  ESTOl 

Deserting  had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  seriou-s 
injur*  to  those  great  interests  which  now  hung  on  the  suc- 
cess of  military  operation.  The  Proclamation  of  Gvernor 
Henry  against  this  fatal  practice,  and  its  abettors,  has  al- 
ready been  noticed.  Tlte  Legislature,  justly  dreading 
the  consequences  of  its  continuance,  adopted  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  the  apprehension  of  soldiers  known  or  suspected 
to  be  deserters.     Strict  injunctions  to  (hat  effect  were  laid 
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oa  the  commamling  office^  of  the  militia  in  the  different     CHAP. 
counties  ;  considerable  rewards  offered  for  the  seizure  of         X, 
such  fugitives,  and  heavy  forfeitures  denounced  against 
those  persons  who  should  harbour  or  entertain  any  of  them    "^ 
for  the  space  of  twenty  four  hours  ,•  or  favour  their  con-       ^--^ 
cealment  and  escape  by  purchasing   or  exchanging  their 
military  accoutrements. 

Another  important  act  was  passed,  with  a  view  to  pro-  Provision  a- 
vide  against  invasions  and  insurrections.  According  to  this  gainst  inva- 
Aet,  the  militia  of  each  county  was  to  be  divided  into  ten  sionsandin-- 
parts,  as  nearly  equal  as  possible.  From  such  allotments,  *^"'"*^^^°"^- 
no  Citizen  of  military  age  and  capacity  was  to  be  exempt- 
ed. Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  any  invasion  or  insur- 
rection, in  his  o^vn  county,  any  officer  of  the  militia  was  im- 
mediately to  convey  such  intelligence  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  said  county  j  and,  in  case  of  extreme  urgency, 
forthwith  to  raise  the  militia  under  his  special  command, 
and  proceed  against  invaders  or  insurgents,  if  the  case 
admitted  of  delay,  or  was  so  fraught  with  danger  as  to  re- 
quire a  greater  force  than  that  which  the  county  alone 
could  furnish,  a  communication  was  to  be  made  to  the  Go- 
vernor by  express,  and  assistance  called  from  the  adjacent 
counties.  The  Governor  was  then  to  call  into  the  field  ade- 
quate numbers  of  the  militia  from  the  most  convenient 
parts  of  the  State ;  and  to  appoint  proper  commanders. 
This  act  further  regulated  other  points  connected  with 
this  subject,  and  promotive  of  efficient  service  from  the 
militia  in  the  cases  which  it  embraced. 

The  policy  of  frequently  changing,  in  free  political  in-  ^^*  relative 
stitutions,  influential  agents,  suggested  an  act  for  limiting  l?4^1onT 
the  contmuance  in  office  of  the  Delegates  to  Congress  from  Deletratioa 
the  State  of  Virginia.     The  term  of  service  was  limited  to  ^fom  tiie 
three  successive  years,  after  which  the  same  person  could  ^^^^ 
not  serve  agam,  'till  he  had  been  one  whole  year  out  of  of- 
fice.    It  was,  moreover,  enacted  that  no  person  chosen  in 
future  as  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  should 
be  eligible  to  either  House  of  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth,  during  his  cjonti nuance  in  the  Delegation. 
The  same  act  regulated  the  salary  of  the  Coiigressionai 
Delegates.* 

Thomas  Nelson,  one  of  the  Delegates  then  in  Congress 
was  compelled  by  the  bad  state  of  his  health  to  resign  that      ^PP^jf" 
station,  no  less  laborious  than  honotirable.     George  Mason  S* 
was  appomted  m  his  place  ;  and  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses,  Benjamm  Harrison,  George  Mason,  Josepb  Jones,  Thanks  of 
Frjtncis  Lightfoot  Lee,  and  John  Harriion,  Here  nominated  ^'^^"0^?. 

^      'ffiven  to  F 
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.V  n}  '  I  ^^^V^  ^}}^^'.^  ^^  Cong-ressionaJ  Delegates,  was  45  Shil 
rv.  L:)  per  day  and  1  Shillmg  per  mile  ;  their  present  salarv  was  48 -Sh' 
p-r  dav,  ;jpd  Is.  -od.  per  jnile.    Depreciation  wgp  already  Mt '  - 
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CHAP.    Delegates  to  the  General  Congrfcs  for  one  year,frotn  tlie 

X.        11th  of  August  following     Thus  was  R.  H.  Lee  omitted  in 

this  appointment.    It  appears  that  reports*  injurions  to  the 

,i~  ■—  reputation  and  puhlic  charai^ter  of  that  Gentleman,  had  in 
.>--  his  absence,  been  alledged  against  him.  This  led  him  to 
solicit  an  enquiry  by  the  House  into  the  nature  of  those  al- 
legations. The  Senate  attended  this  enquiry,  and  their 
presence  gave  additional  solemnity  to  the  scene.  Several 
witnesses  were  examined,  and  Mr.  Lee  heard  in  his  place. 
His  conduct  had  been  pure,  and  his  fame  was  brightened  by 
this  ordeal.  The  Senate  withdrew ;  and  the  house  came 
to  a  resolution,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Speaker,  the 
venerable  George  Wythe,  addressed  Mr.  Lee  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

Sir,  ,    .       1  • 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  obey  this  com- 
mand of  the  House,  because  it  gives  me  an  opportunity, 
whilst  I  am  performing  an  act  of  duty  to  them,  to  perform 
an  act  of  justice  to  you.  Serving  with  yon  in  Congress^ 
and  attentively  observing  your  conduct  there,  I  thought 
that  vou  manifested  in  the  American  cause,  a  zeal  truly 
patriotic ;  and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  exerted  the  abili- 
ties for  which  you  are  confessedly  distinguished,  to  prose- 
cute the  good  and  prosperity  of  your  own  country  in  par- 
ticular, and  of  the  United  States  in  general.  That  the  tri- 
bute of  praise  deserved,  may  reward  those  who  do  well, 
and  encourage  others  to  follow  your  example,  the  House 
has  come  to  this  resolution  :  .        .      , 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  by  the 
Sneaker  to  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  for  the  faithful  ser- 
vices he  has  rendered  his  country,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  as  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  General 

Congress. 

To  which  Mr.  Lee  answered  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  .    .  „       ,  , 

I  thank  the  House  for  this  instance  of  candour  and 
lustice,  which  I  accept  the  more  willingly,  as  my  conscience 
informs  me  it  is  not  undeserved.  I  consider  tlie  approba- 
tion of  my  country.  Sir,  as  the  highest  reward  for  faithful 
services,  and  it  shall  be  my  constant  call  to  merit  that  ap- 
probation by  a  diligent  attention  to  public  duties. 

My  thanks  are  particularly  due  to  you  Sir,  for  the  obli- 
<»ing  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  signify 
the  vote  of  the  House,  and  I  pray  you.  Sir,  to  receive  my 
grateful  acknowledgements  accordingly. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  having  thus  honorably 
dispelled  the  clouds  which  had  for  a  moment  obscured  Mr. 
Lee's  political  character,  he  was  fully  restored  to  the  con. 
^ '      '       '  ■  ■ 

*  See  Appendix,  No,  22. 
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ildence  of  big  fellow  citizens.     In  the  course  of  the  seaision,    CHAP. 
Georgp  Mason  having  resigned  his  appointment  as  one  of       X. 

the  Congressional  Delegates,  Richard  H.  Lee  was  nomina- 

tied  in   his  room. — The  thanks  of  the  Senate  had,  in  the 


most  flattering  manner,  been  added  to  those  of  the  House      ^^jj 
of  Delegates. 

Avarice  and  fraud  are  ever  on  the  watch,  ever  ready  to  Provision 
circuavvent   or  seize  their  prey.     They  were  insensibly  foi'hereco- 
©reepiiig  into  the  bosom  of  the  new  Republic.     Various  ij^  money  ' 
persons,  receiving  money  at  the  treasury  of  the  cotiiraon- 
#eaifh   for  public  uses,  applied  it  to  private    purposes, 
and  when  called  on,    refused  or  neglected  to  repay  the 
same.    Against,  this  evil  no  adequate  remedy  had  yet  been 
provided^     It    was,  therefore,    enacted  that  it  should  be 
lawiMil  for  the  Treasurer  to  sue  such  persons  in  the  name 
of  tlie   Governor,  and  to   obtain,  against  them  and  their 
securities,  the  usual  redress  of  judgment  and  execution, 
with  interest  and  costs.     The  same  act  guarded  against  And  for  the 
the  infraction  of  contracts  entered  into  with  the  govern-  fulfilment oi' 
ment ;  in  short,  it  applied  the  axe  to  the  root  of  unprinci-  ^^th^Gk)^ 
pled  speculation,  or  criminal  and  ruinous  neglect.  vemment. 

The  labours  of  this  active  Session  Were  not  confined  to 
the  acts  of  which  we  have  just  stated  the  substance.     Iron      other  la- 
works,  and  the  making  of  salt  receivied  from  the  Legisia-  Leffiafe^^^ 
ture  that  encouragement  which  the  present  situation  of  the  turer 
country  recommended.    The  salaries  of  the  clergy  were 
again  suspended  to  a  more  distant  period.  Several  acts  of  a 
local  or  personal  nature  were,  moreover,  passed.     Among 
these,  we  remark  the  appointment  ot*  Commissaries  to  as- 
certain the  losses  sustained  by  the  late  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folk, with  a  view  to  extend  to  such  among  the  suifferers  as 
were  friendly  to  the  American  cause,  the  aid  of  a  sympa- 
thizing Government.     Another  act  authorized  the  Trus*^ 
tees  of  the  Academy  of  Hampden  Sidney,  in  the  county  of 
Prince  Edward,  to  raise  by  lottery  a  certain  sum  of  money  Act  in  fa- 
for  the  erection  of  additional  buildings.     That  Academy,  Y?^  ^J 
created  by  individual  efforts,  cherished  and  fostered  by  pri-  Sidney  Aca- 
•vate  patronage  and  voluntary  contributions,  had,  in  a  demy, 
short  time,  risen  into  a  high  reputation,  and  become  enti- 
tled to  the  attention  and  encouragement  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    During  the  last  session  of  General  Assembly,  the 
Trustees  of  Hampden  Sidney,  had  made  an  eloquent  ap- 
peal to  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  fathers  of  the 
State.     "  They  were  aware,  they  said,  of  the  expences  at- 
tendant on  a  war,  in  the  infancy  of  Government ;  but,  even 
under  the  growing  load  of  public  debt,  there  were  reasons 
which  seemed  to  them  to  justify,  and  render  necessary 
their  application  for  Legislati^  aid.     In  (he  course  of  hu- 
man life,  and  during  the  ravages  of  a  destructive  war,  it 
was  very  uncertain  how  many  of  those  who  now  filled  tlie 
eivU  and  military  departments  of  the  Govcrnmeut,  might 
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CHAP,  survive  llie  calamities  of  their  country  ;  and  it  was  a  fact 
X.  veil  known,  and  regretted  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  that 
few  remained  behind  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who 
""'  should  be  torn  from  it  by  death,  or  by  war.  All  resources 
4777  ^^^  education  from  Britain  were  cut  off.  Tlie  prospect  of 
leaving  an  extensive  Republic,  young  and  unexperienced, 
before  il  had  acquired  stability,  to  be  guided  by  "the  Coun- 
sels and  defendi'd  by  the  arms  of  unskilful  and  unlettered 
men.  was  too  unfavourable  to  be  indulged  by  any  lover  of 
his  country-  It  might  be  too  late  to  seek  a  remedy  for  the 
evil  at  the  expiration  of  (he  war,  an  event  that  was  uncer- 
tain, and  might  be  remote.  They  did  not  forget  that 
there  w as  already  a  college  amply  endoAved  ;  but  it  was  at 
present,  and  for  a  long  time  might  be,  too  near  the  scene  of 
danger,  and  too  much  in  the  midst  of  camps,  to  render  the 
country  that  service  it  would  otherwise  be  capable  of  doing. 
If  every  eireurastance  of  situation  and  of  common  opinion 
were  united  in  its  favour,  wise  politicians  w ould  remember 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  entrust  so  important  a  power  as 
learning,  into  the  hands  of  a  single  person,  or  only  a  few . 
Those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  History  of  England, 
well  knew  that  the  rivalship  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
had  more  than  once  preserved  the  liberties  of  that  King- 
d&m,  which  might  have  fallen  a  sacrifice,  if  one  of  them  had 
exclussively  possessed  the  prerogative  of  education.  They 
conceived,  Ijesides,  that  knowledge  should  be  diffused,  as  e- 
qually  and  as  extensively  as  possible  among  the  people.  Their 
designs  carried  in  them  no  opposition  to  any  place,  or  par- 
ty of  men  ;  their  system  was  Catholic,  and  cak-ulated  to 
banish  those  invidious  distinctions,  which,  however  little 
they  might  have  been  felt  under  a  monarchical  govern- 
ment, were  improper  and  injurious  in  a  republican  State. 
,  They  did  not  claim  to  be  set  on  a  footing  that  would  rival 
the  public  Seminary  already  established,  their  public  ser 
vices  not  having  yet  merited  that  extent  of  patronage.  They 
only  prayed  that  the  Legislature  would  enable  them  to  c- 
rect  such  buildings  as  were  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
great  number  of  Students  who  daily  applied  for  admission 
into  the  Academy,  and  whose  hopes  of  an  education  were 
likely  to  be  frustrated  through  the  want  of  room  for  their 
reception.  This  aid  they  requested  only  upon  the  most 
parsimonious  plan.'* — The  multiplied  and  important  exi- 
gencies of  the  State  were  incompaliablc  with  a  direct  and 
immediate  appropriation  in  favour  of  an  establishment, 
which  the  prudence,  close  attention,  and  good  management 
of  its  founders  and  its  professors,  had  rendered  so  merito- 
rious ;  the  Legislature  of  1?76  though  forcibly  impressed 
with  the  weighty  consideAtions  developed  in  the  above 
memorial,  and  with  the  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit  which 
it  breathed  througliout,  w?is  eompelle<l  to  leave  to  a  subse- 
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qnent  session  even  the  indirect    assistance  which  we  have     CHAP. 
thought  it  useful  to  record.*  X. 

Patrick  Henry  was  unanimously  continued  in  the  office 
of  Governor,  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealtli,  '"' 

for  one  year  from  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Assem-      1777 
bly  ;  and  Edmund  Randolph  reappointed  Attorney  Gene-  p  Henry,  is 
ral.     John  Page,  Dudley  Digges,  John  Blair,  Bartholo-  reappoiuie«i 
mew   Dandridge,  Thomas  Walker,  Natlianiel  Harrison,  <^o^ernor 
Thomas  Nelson  Jun'r,  and  David  Jameson,  were  several- 
ly chosen  members  of  the  Councel  of  State,  by  tlie  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses. 

The  extraordinary  powers  vested  in  the  Executive  by 
the  last  General  Assembly,  were  continued  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session,  the  motives   in  which  that   measure   had 
originated,  operating  at  this  time  more  powerfully  than  e- 
vcr. — Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  present  Assembly,  it 
had  been  recommended  to  the  Governor  to  caiise  the  cloth- 
ing for  the  troops,  the  arms,  and  ammunition,  together 
vith  the  public  records,  to  be  removed  to  the  interior  of 
the  country.     The  assailable  situation  of  Williamsburg  re- 
quired this  measure.     The  more  secure  scite  of  Richmond 
recommended  that  place  for  the  purpose  in  view  ;  it  was     PuMicre- 
accordi ugly  fixed  upon,  and  the  objects  which  had  excited  vedto'iiich- 
the  solicitude  of  the  Assembly  were  transferred  to  that  mond. 
town,  the  destined  metropolis  of  Virginia. 

Such  were  the  principal  proceedings  of  this  session  of  Adjourn- 
Assemhly.  It  had  commenced  on  the  5th  of  IMay,  and  it  ^e^ishiture 
terminated  on  the  28th  of  June,  when  both  House*  ad-  June  28. 
journed  until  the  3d  Monday  in  Octoher  following,  to  meet 
at  the  Capitol  in  Williamsburg,  or  at  such  other  place  as 
the  Governor  and  Councel  might  appoint.  In  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  the  mass  of  minor,  yet  interesting  trans- 
actions on  record,  wisdom,  concert,  zeal,  and  diligence, 
are  eminently  observable.  At  this  most  critical  juncture, 
the  love  of  country  t;alled  forth  the  most  extraordinary  ta- 
lents and  energies  from  the  Legislators  entrusted  with  the 
destinies  of  Virginia.  Their  ardent  and  unshaken  devoti- 
on to  their  country's  welfare  and  honor,  did  not  shrink 
from  difficulties.  Calm,  systematic,  unambitious,  disiji- 
terested,  it  was  by  virtue,  harmony,  firmness,  and  unwea- 
ried activity,  that  they  were  enabled  to  maintain  ,  strug- 
gle so  arduous,  so  terrific.  In  them,  we  retrace  with  de- 
light and  pride,  the  venerable  features  of  the  sages  of  an- 
tiquity, when  legislation  and  philosophy,  we  might  add 
heroism,  were  always  connected,  and  formed  but  ditferent 
parts  of  the  same  exalted  characters. 

About  this  time,  two  distinguished  rharaeters,   who  ha/1     AirJ>;ii'^ 
lately  arrived  from  France  in  South  Carolina,  with  other  *^*^  ^"^" 
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CHAP.  Gcntletnen  of  inferior  rank,  parsed  through  Vipglriia,  o\i 
X.  Iheh'  way  to  the  eontinental  army.  They  were  th«^  Baroa 
13e  Kalh,  a  German  byhirth,  who  had  passed  from  theim- 
'  "  '  '=  perial  into  the  French  army.,  where  lie  hehl  the  grade  of 
-^yy  Brigadier  General ;  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  since 
deKalb  and  SO  celebrated  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  The  latter, 
©f  Marquis  adventurous,  chivalric,  glowing  with  youthful  artlour,  and 
<le  la  Fqy-  military  enthusiasm,  had  early  attached  himself  to  the 
merica  ^  causc  of  Ainerio!^,  which  he  thought  not  only  just,  but  lof- 
July  25.  ty*  glorious,  sacred.  In  the  disposititm  of  this  young  no- 
bleman, were  conspicuously  retraced,  many  of  those  amia- 
ble and  generous  features  which  characterized  the  ancient 
Knights  of  France,  the  good  Joinville,  tlie  fearless  and  re- 
proachless  Bayard,  h  many  others  of  deathless  fame.  Bless- 
ed with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  the  privileges  of  birth,  and  the 
endearments  of  conjugal  love,  the  gallant  La  Fayette,  still 
felt  tliat  uncontroulable,  predominating  impulse  which  ur- 
ges noble  minds  to  great  personal  atchievements.  He  as- 
pired to  the  honor  of  imsheathing  his  maiden  sword  in  de- 
fence of  an  infant  empire,  cradled  amid  the  ruins  of  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny.  Towards  the  close  of  1776,  he  had  com- 
municated to  the  American  Cormmissioners  his  design  to 
embark  from  his  native  Cotmtry  for  the  United  States,  to 
whose  service  he  w  as  desirous  to  devote  himself.  This  de- 
sign they,  at  first,  warmly  encouraged.  But  when  intelli- 
gence arrived  in  Europe  that  the  Patriot  army,  broken, 
dispirited,  and  reduced  to  little  more  than  two  thousand 
undisciplined  soldiers,  was  precipitately  retreating  through 
the  Jerseys,  before  thirtv  thousand  British  Regulars,  they 
candidly  disclosed  to  him  the  perilous  and  apparently  des- 
perate situation  of  the  cause  which  he  was  so  eager  to  es- 
pouse. They  likewise  apprized  him  of  their  inability  e- 
ven  to  procure  a  vessel  to  forward  his  intentions.  These 
frank  and  honourable  representations,  did  not  damp  his  en- 
thusiasm. **  Hitherto,'*  he  replied,  **'  I  have  only  cherish- 
ed your  cause — IVoav,  T  am  going  to  serve  it.  The  lower 
it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  tli#  greater  will  be  the 
^flTect  of  my  departure  ;  and  since  you  cannot  obtain  a  ves- 
sel, T  shall  purchase  and  fit  out  one  to  carry  your  dispatch- 
es to  Congress,  and  myself  to  America."  This  assurance 
he  sp.-'dily  realized.  An  enterprize  of  this  nature,  by  one 
of  that  age,  rank  and  fortune,  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
much  sensation.  The  philantropy  and  heroism  of  the 
Marquis  were  generally  admired  and  extolled.  The  court 
of  France,  either  to  avoid  giving  further  umbrage  to  the 
Cabinet  of  St.  James,  or  really  intending  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  his  design,  forbade  his  departure.  It  is  even 
reported  that  vessels  were  dispatched  with  orders  to  inter- 
cept him  on  his  route.  However  this  may  be,  tearing 
Ijlmself  from  the  arms  of  a  beloved  consort,  A0»ose  situati- 
on, endearing  aa  it  was,  could  not  dc<!cr  him  from  his  no- 
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h\e  pu^ose,  l^si  Fayette  embarked  for  America,  landed  in    CHAP.. 
Charleston  towards  the  middle  of  1777.  and,  in  company        X. 
with  the  Baron  De  Ka]b,  and  a  few  oiher  militai'y  Gen- 
tle>aen,  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  to  the  Con-     '  '  ■■'•" 

tinena)  arn\y.  Congress  hailed  his  arrival  with  admirati  1777- 
on,  respect  and  gratitude.  The  lank  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral was  soon  conferred  on  him  :  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ttrent,  but  with  modifications  which  added  new  lustre  to  the 
splendour  of  his  cliaraater.  He  insisted  on  being  permit- 
ted to  serve  at  his  own  expence,  and  on  beginning  his  ser- 
vices as  a  volunteer.  De  Kalb  was  honoured  by  Congress 
with  the  rank  of  Major  General. 

The  following  Proclamation  of  Governor  Henry,  evin-  prodamatil 
ces  the  indefatigable  efforts  and  insidious  practices  of  the  on  of  the 
enemies  of  \merica.  Governor  a^ 

<*  Whereas  I  have  been  eredibly  informed  that  several  irin"danee-^ 
persons  are  'going  about  in  diffei'ent  parts  of  this  Statcj  reus  persons 
some  of  them  in  the  guise  of  officers— engrossing  the  com- 
modities of  the  country,  at  the  most  extravagant  prices^ 
with  a  view,  as  is  supposed,  of  depreciating  our  currency, 
and  discouraging  people,  moreover,  by  their  false  and  in- 
jurious reports  of  the  condition  of  our  army,  under  his  ex- 
cellency. General  Washington,  and  of  the  general  posture 
of  our  affairs,  from  engaging  in  the  American  service  :  to 
the  end,  therefore,  that  sill  such  persons  may  be  vigilantly 
inspected,  and  particularly  that  they  may  be  obliged  to 
give  that  security  for  their  friendship,  which  the  apt  of 
the  last  session  of  Assembly  requires  of  all  persons  coming  Jul.u  ; 
within  the  State  from  any  other  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  such  of  them  as  may  appear  to  violate  another  act  of 
a  formcB  session,  by  discouraging  people  from  enlisting  as 
soldiers,  may  be  brought  to  condine  punishment,  I  have 
thought  proper  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Councel,  to 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  hereby  requesting  all  oiliccrs 
both  civil  and  military  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  o- 
ther  subjects  thereof  to  be  aiding  ami  assisting  in  this  bu- 
siness, as  they  tender  the  welfare  of  their  country,  and  as 
they  shall  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

*'  Given  under  my  hand  this  Sthviday  of  July,  in  the  2nd 
Year  of  the  Common\Vealth,  Annoqiie  Domini,  1777. 

P.  HENRY.'/ 

The  anniversary  of  American  Independence  had  been  ce-        . 
lebrated  in  Virginia  and  other  States  with  demonstrations  oandep^^ 
of  joy  and   festivity.     Impending  dangers  were  forgotten  deuce. 
amid  the  burst  of  patriotic  excitement  called  forth  hy  the 
return  of  the  memorable  day,  which  had  ushered  in  the  po- 
litical birth  of  America. — But  let  us  again  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  momentous  operations  of  the  war. 

Washington  felt  the  importance  of  checking  Burgoyne*s  Washington 
triurapliaut  care,(jr.  In  his  noble  raind,  personal  eonsidera-  remforcsea 
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CHAP,   tions  never  outweihgcd  the  public  interest.    Iledidnollic- 
X.        sitate  to  >ve«ken  himself  in  order  to  reinforce  the  North- 
ern army.    Detachments  from  Peek's  Kill,  Morgan's  corps 
'"'  of  riflemen,  and  some  troops  from  New  York,  were  ordered 

^».«       to  its  aid.     In  the  meanwhile,  Lincoln  and  Arnold  roused 
the  North-    to  arms  the  Eastern   militia  for  co-operating  purposes. 
ein  army.     Early  in  August,  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  Congress 
placed  the  Northern  department  under  the  command  of 
General  Gates. 
,..^^    ,        An  excursion  of  Sullivan  into   Staten  Island,   which^ 
exclusion  in  though  frustrated  of  its  principal  object,  ended  in  bringing 
to  Staten  I-  oft'scveral  prisoners  and  a  large  quantity  of  baggage,  was 
sland.  i\yf.  Qjjjy  f m'ther  event  of  any  importance  that  marked  the 

long  interval  of  suspense  during  which  the  hostile  fleet  ho- 
'^^^  ■     vered,  in  menacing  array,  on  the  American  coast,  now  ap- 
parently making  for  the  Bay  of  Delaware,   then  steering 
Eastwardly,  and  finally,  towards  the  middle  of  August,  en- 
tering the  Chesapeake. 
The  British      ^^^'^  formidable  means  of  injury  annexed  to  this   arma- 
fleetappears  mcnt,  the  uncertainly  of  its  destination,  bad,  ever  since  its 
in  the  Che-    departure  from  Sandv-Hook,  kept  the  assailable  States  on 
sape    e,        ^j^^  alert.  Virginia  did  not  slumber.  No  sooner  was  intelli- 
Vueust  16.  g«Bce  received  of  the  British  fleet  having  entered  th'e  Capes^ 
than  the  several  corps  of  militia  throughout  ihe  Common- 
wealth were  ordered  to  march  to  Williamsburg,  York, Ports- 
mouth, and  other  points  likely  to  attract  the   attention  of 
Active  mea-  the  foe.    This  Call  was  obeyed  witli  cheerful  and  honoura- 
r^rpinVir-  i-je  alacrity.     The  militia  rapidly  assembled  at  their  res- 
-pon,    ^^    pcctive  places  of  rendezvous  ;  and   Thomas  Nelson,  then 
county  Lieutenant  of  York,  was  by  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cel,  immediately  appointed  Brigadier  General,  aad  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the   forces  in  the   Commonwealths 
Combining  the  advantages  of  education  with  those  of  for- 
tune ;  military  skill  and  gallantry  with  Legislative  talents 
and  patriotic  virtues  ;  affable,  modest,  generous,  Nelson 
was  universally  esteemed  and  beloved.     His  appointment, 
the  emoluments  of  which  he  nobly  declined,  whilst  he  ea- 
gerly assumed  its  arduous  duties,  inspired  the  people  and 
the  a!  my  with  fresh  confidence  and  animating  hopes.     The 
approach  of  a  fleet,  in  itself  tremendous,  was   viewed  by 
resolute  and  free  citizens,  with  a  calm  and  serene  eye. — In 
the  mean  time,  suspected  persons  were  carefully  watched, 
and  some  of  them  confined  or  removed. 

Virginia,  however,  was  not,  for  the  present,  the  destined 
theatre  of  action. 
Howe  lands       Steering  up  the  Chesapeake,  the   enemy  disembarked, 
below  Eit-    on  the  28th  of  August,  at  Cecil  old  Court  House,  in  the 
toil,  August  State  of  Maryland.     Thence  Sir  William  Howe  proceeded 
to  Elkton,  and  from  that  place  filing  oifto   the  left,  ad- 
vanced by  the  Upper  route  towards  Philadelphia.     Upon 
t^^e  first  news  of  the  enemy  standing  up  the  Chesapeake<' 


"Washingten  had  marched  his  army  into  Chester  oeuirty,  In    CHAP. 
Pennsylvania,  and  taken  a  strong  position  behind  White-        X. 
Clay  creek.      The    advance    ef    Sir  William    by    the  _^^ 
upper   route,   induced    a    movement  to   the   right,   and  ■' 

the  American  army  was  made  to  occupy  the  Eastern  side      4777 
of  the  Brandy- Wine.    To  prevent  the  passage  of  the  ene- 
iny  over  this  stream,  was  scarcely  practicable,  as  it  could 
be  forded  in  three  places  within  the  compass  often  miles. 
But  Washington  was  not  disinclined  to  a  general  engaf:  e^ 
ment,  and  this  spot  appeared  to  him  propitious  to  a  victo- 
ry, which  alone  could  now  save  Philadelphia.     It  being 
probable  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  cross  at  Chad's  septemfttsr 
ford,  the  chief  opposition  was  directed  to  that  point.    Both  11. 
above  and  below  it,  several  corps  were  posted  to  guard  o* 
ther  passes  deemed  less  practicable. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  the  whole  Btitish  army  ap-  Battle  of 
peared  to  be<  moving  on  the  direct  road  to  Chad's  ford,  ^'^'^^i^^^® 
and  before  ten  o'clock,  the  advanced  parties  commenced 
a  bloody  prelude  by  sharp  skirmishes.  Soon  after,  Wash- 
ington was  informed  that  the  enemy's  army  had  been  divi- 
ded into  two  columns,  one  of  which  inferior  in  force,  and 
encumbered  with  the  baggage  and  provisions,  was  now 
pressing  towards  Chad's  ford,  whilst  the  other,  a  chosen  and 
atrongep  corps,  led  on  by  Sir  William  in  person,  with  Locd  . 
Cornwallis  under  him,  was  proceeding  along  the  great  val- 
ley road,  South  of  the  Brandy  Wine,  with  a  view  of  cross- 
ing at  Tremble's  and  Jeffery's  ford.  This  yitelligence  im- 
mediately suggested  to  Washington  the  superior  advan- 
tage of  striking  at  Knyphausen,  whilst  thus  unsupported. 
Accordingly  he  resolved  to  pass  over,  with  his  center  and 
his  left,  to  the  Western  side  of  the  intervening  stream,  for 
that  important  blow.  Subsequent  contradictory  informa- 
tion, which  cendered  it  uncertain  whether  the  reported 
movement  woiild  be  realized,  or  was  only  a  feint,  induced 
an  alteration  of  this  plan.  The  passage  of  the  ent  my  at 
the  upper  fords  was  finally  ascertained  ;  but  unfortunate- 
ly it  was  now  too  late  to  make  a  disposition  adequate  to  the 
force  thus  brought  against  the  American  right.  This 
wing  was  first  attacked  ;  Washington  and  Greene,  at  the 
head  of  the  reserve,  could  hot  reach  the  scene  of  action  on 
that  side,  soon  enough  to  prevent  its  defeat.  They,  how- 
ever, efficiently  chacked  the  ardour  of  hostile  pursuit. 
Soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  ob  the  right, 
Knyphausen,  crossing  at  Chad's  ford,   also  forced  Wayne  • 

and  Max  well,  to  retire,  after  a  severe  and  bloody  conflict. 
Fatigue  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  a  battle  which  left  the 
British  masters  of  the  field.     That  battle   was  attended        ^ 
M  itli  severe  loss  on  both  sides  ;^  but  it  was  not  deemed  de- 

"*  Theferce  landed'bv  Hov/e  beloxv  Elktoiihas  beer,  estimated  at  18,O0D 

■     2  G  :  *      '• 
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CHAP.    cisive«— During  (lie  night,  the  defeated  Americans  retired 
X.         to  Chester,  wiihout  fiu'ther  molestation. 

Much  lirmness  and  iiilrepidily  was,  on  tlxit  day,  dis- 

— .  ^  played  by  several  American  corps.     The  Virginia  troops 

j«-«  did  great  honor  to  themselves,  and  to  the  State,  whose  pa- 
triotism and  valour  they  represented.  With  the  mention 
of  the  bloody  conllict  on  the  banks  of  the  Brandy- Wine, 
History  uill  ever  connect,  besides  the  pre-eminently  illus- 
trious names  of  Was^liington  and  Greene,  those  of  Stephen* 
SuIJivan,  ]Vla,xwell,  Proctor,  Stephens,  Weedon,  Woodford, 
Wayne,  Stewart,  Marshall,  Heth,  Simms,  Porterfield, 
Nelson,  Lee,  Mercer,  Innis,  Cbilton,  Blackwell,  Peyton, 
Cooper,  and  many  others,  who  all  manifested  a  courage 
vortliy  of  their  noble  cause  and  some  of  whom  met  with  ho^ 
nourable  wounds,  and  others  with  a  glorious  death — most  of 
them  Virginians. 

Inthisacti  n,  the  gallant  La  Fayette,  the  adventurous 
Pulaski,  St.  0^lary  Fleury,  and  several  other  Foreigners, 
who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of  America,  gave 
signal  prfiofs  of  their  military  worth. — The  dauntless 
Pole  rode  to  retoiinoitrethe  enemy,  within  pistol  shot  of 
their  front,  and  La  Fayette,  wounded  in  the  leg,  refused 
to  abandon  the  soldier's  post.  Fleury  had  a  horse  killetJ 
under  hiin. 

Whilst  Sir  William,  neglecting  to  improve  his  late  ad 
vantage,  indulged  in  repose  on  the  field   of  battle.   Wash- 
inj^ton  quickly  removed  from  Chester — crossed  the  Skuyl- 
kill — and  after  allowing  his  troops  one  single  day  to  snatch 
some  portion  of  necessary  refreshment,  recrossed  that  ri- 

Scptember  ^'^^""^^  Swede's  ford,  and  proceeded  on  the  L;Micaster-road, 

,0,  eager  for  a  new  conflict.     The  deleat  on  the  Brandy- Wine 

had  broken  the  spirit  neither  of  the  people,  nor  of  the  ar- 
my. An  idea  prevailed  that  Howe  had  sustained  a  loss  c- 
qual  to  that  of  Washington,  and  gained  only  the  ground. 
Congression;iJ  Debates  were  continued  at  Philadelphia,  un- 
til the  IStli — in  short,  the  llcpiiblic  was  not  despaired  of. 
IJeinforcements  were  solenmiy  i.'rged,  and  speedily  put  in 
motion — danger  and  deliverance  seemed  to  advance  in 
front. — After  a  pause  of  three  days,  the  enemy,  quitting 
the  Banks  of  the  Brandy- Wine,  directed  his  march  to  the 
upper  fords  of  the  Schuylkill. — Wasliington  ])roceeded  to 
meet  him — awful  encounter  !  On  its  fate  de[)ended, 
perhaps,  the  liberties  of  America — already  iight  parties 
,  had  o[fcued  tiie  momentous  (hama,  when  a  furious  tem- 

pest, aecompauied  with  torrents  of  rain,  dispersed  tiie  em- 
battled actors. —  The  arms  and  ammunition  oftjheiAineri- ■ 

.  — :2__ —  .  .  ••-—  -r^y-  :■: 

men  :  AVashingtdn  mii^lit  Jiave  rwith  him  about  !  dives,- incliuUng 

Tinli'ia.     Tlic  lo.ss,  Anieiic:in  and  British,  was  vari'v.isiy  toniputccl-^ — Howe 
sf'.v;;  the  Aiiieiicans  lost  30.) kill e;l — COO  wo'.mded — iOO  prisoners,  and  the 
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cans  were  so  much  damaged,   in  consequence  of  this  tem-    CHAP.. 
pest,  that  the  design  of  engaging  the  enemy  was,  for  the  X< 

present  relinquished.     The  distressed  situation  of  the  ar- 

my,  now  encamped  at  Pottsgrove,  left  Philadelphia  to  its  -^"^ 

impending  fate  ;  and,  after  some  minor  operations,  among       1777 
which  we  notice  the  surprize  and  defeat  of  a  detachment  un- 
der Wayne,  hy  the  British  Major  General  Grey,  Sir  Wil-  lloweent^^p 
liam  pursued  iiis  route   across  the  Schuylkill,  and  on  the  phiu 
26th  of  Septemher,  took   possession  of  Philadelphia. — His    September 
masterly  tactics  have  heen  greatly  extolled  by  British  His-  ^^■ 
lorians.     It  is  true  that,  on  the  Brandy-Wine,  he  deceived 
Washington  hy  a  skilful  movement ;  but  he  neglected  to 
rnnlure  into  a  complete  triumph  the  advantage  of  that  day. 
Had  he  immediately  advanced  upon  Chester  with  his  supe- 
rior force,  how  could  Washington  have  escaped,  with  the    ' 
Delaware  on  his  right,  the  Schuylkill  in  his  front,  and  an 
enemy  flushed  with  victory  in    his  rear  and  on  his  left  ? 
The  best  answer  to  the  detractors  of  Washington,  is  this 
obvious  fact  :  In  an  open  country,  equally  destitute  of  na- 
tural and  artificial  defences.  Sir  William,  at  the  head  of 
an  army  superior  in  numbers,  arms,  and  every  other  mili- 
tary requisite,  except  courage,  employed  nearly  thirty 
DAYS  in  an  advance  of  less  than  sixty  miles,*  and  Wash- 
ington was  his  antagonist. 


*  For  a  confutation  of  illiberal  British  censure,  sec  Marsh  all's  J  i  fe  df 
.Washington.  Henry  Lee,  in  his  memoirs  of  the  summer  campaign,  has  a- 
iMy  developed  tlic  errors  of  Sir  ■\Yilliam — and  tlieir  proijahle  cause. 
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Evei)^  on  the  Lahes — Actwity  of  GmtrcH  Schuyler^-^St, 
Leger  invests  Fort  Schmjlei* —  Victoiij  of  Bennington-^ 
Betreat  of  St.  Leger — Effects  of  Indian  barhaiHties-^ 
Speech  of  Lord  Chatham  against  the  employmenf  of  Sa- 
voges — Engagement  at  Still-Water — Mount  JDefiance  and 
Mount  Hope  are  recovered — Second  engagement  with 
Burgoyne-TJ^oble  instance  of  conjugal  affzclion — Bur- 
goxjne  rehires  to  Saratoga — Surrenders  himself  and  his 
army — Effects  of  this  surrender f  in  America  and  in  Eu" 
rope-T-Expedition  of  Clinton  up  the  ^orth  river — Vaughn 
Ciirns  Esopiis — Events  near  Philadelphia — Battle  of 
Germantown — Mtack  on  Fort  Mercer  and  on  Fort  Mif- 

JliUf  unsuccessful — Fort  Mifflin  evacuated,  also  Fott 
Mercer- — Delays  in  reinforcing  Washington — Washing- 
ton retires  into  Winter  Quarters — Meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly — Act  for  recruiting  the  Virginia  regiments  in 
Continental  senncr — Act  for  speedily  clothing  tlie  army-^ 

for  procuring  provisions— for  raising  money — Act  for 
sequestering  British  property — Courts  of  Justice  opened 
again — High  Court  of  CJiancery  and  general  Court  esta- 
hli^ied — Articles  of  Confederation  approved  by  Virginia 
— Olher  Lcgislathe  measures — Besolutions  relative  to  the 
Western  unappropriated  lands. 

CHAP.        "We  have  glanced  at  the  rapid  and  victorious  progress  of 
XI.        Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  on  the  side  of  the  Lakes. 
That  renowned  successor  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  early 
=====  issued  from  Canada,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous,  well  disci- 
plined, well  supplied  army,  reinforced  by  large  hordes  of 
1777       Indian  auxiliaries,*  and  proud  of  counting  among  its  Chiefs 

•  It  has  been  asserted  that  the  scruples  of  Carleton  in  respect  to  arming 
the  Indians,  induced  the  Ministers  to  supercede  him.  If  so,  they  must 
have  expected  a  readier  compliance  from  Burgoyne.  The  latter,  however, 
who  seems  to  have  been  uncommonly  tender  on  the  score  of  honourable  sol- 
diership, has  taken  considerable  pains  to  clear  his  character  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  barbarities  committed  by  his  savag:e  allies.  At  the  war- 
feast,  which  he  gave  them  on  the  western  banks  of  Lake  Champlain,  he  en- 
deavoured, he  sa3's,  to  mitigate  the  usual  ferocity  of  their  mode  of  warfare, 
by  recommending  to' them  to  confine  their  fury  to  armed  opponents,  and  to 
spare  old  age,  infancy,  the  helpless  sex  and  prisoners.  He  even  promised 
rewai-ds  for  tlie  latter,  and  intimated  that  he  should  not  pay  for  any  scalps, 
except  those  of  enemies  slaiu  in  battle.  But  how  was  he  to  distinguish 
such  scalps  from  those  of  unarmed,  dei'enceless  victims  ?  Let  facts  speak 
for  themselves — ^In  his  inflated,  minatory  manifesto  of  the  29th  of  June,  we 
find  the  following  words  :  "  Let  not  people  be  led  to  disreg-ard  it  (an  in- 
vitation to  join  the  royal  standard,  &c.)  by  considering  their  distance  from 
the  immediate  situation  of  my  camp.     I  have  but  to  give  stretch  to  the  In- 
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General  Philips  of  the  aptilIei'y,Brigadiev  General  Frazer,    riT^'p 
Powel,  Hamilton  and  Specht,  and  Major  General  Riedcsel.        Xf 
Atter  pubhshmg  a  maaifesto  no  kss  pompous  than  impo- 
litic,  he  mvested  Tieonderoga  and  its  dependencies.     Une-  =s==^=== 
qua!  to  their  defence,  St.  Claip  who  commanded  in  that 
quarter,  was  compelled  to  retire  in  some  confusion.f    His     /^^' 
troops  moved  towards  the  Hudson,  Avith  sullen  resentment, 
alternately  against  their  own  and  the  enemy's  General.  Jbra- 
zer  and  Riedesel,  detachedin  pu  rsuit  of  St.'  Clair,  successful-      * 
ly  eng^ed  his  rear,  headed  by  Warner,  near  Castletown  « 
Whilst  Burgoyne,  closely  pressing  on  another  portion  oft  he 
retreating  Americans,  up  the  South  river,  forced  Colon-! 
Ijong  to  evacuate  in  rapid  succession,  Skeenshoroudi  aad 
*ort  Anne,  and  to  seek  the  protection  of  Fort  Edward, 
1  He  details  of  these  operaff^ns  are   eminently  interest, 
ing,  but  do  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  particulai^  histo- 

The  fortune  of  America  now  wore,  in  that  quarter,  a    Activity  cff 
gloomy  aspect.     Burgoyne,  however,  found  it  aecessai'v  ^^ '"^-- 
tomake  a  pause   at   Skeensborougb.       Independently  ^^f  ^cuu^'^r. 
want  of  repose  and  refreshment,  several  corps  of  his  army 
were  scattered  and  intermingled.     To  re-assemble  tind  re- 
organize   them,    demanded  some    time.     This    interval 

Snni?^^^^f"V"'V'^^"'i?  improved  by  the  American 
Major  General  Schuyler.  He  omitted  no  exertion  to  su- 
j^radd  artifacial  impediments  to  the  natural  difficulties  of 
Burgoyne's  future  route.  The  bridges  were  broken  down ; 
the  roads,  or  rather  path-ways  through  the  forest,  render- 
ed impassable  by  felled  trees  which  lay  across  them  with 
interlocked  boughs  J  the  navigation  of  Wood  Creek  as  far 
as  Fort  Anne,  totally  obstructed  ,•  the  cattle  of  the  neitrh- 
bounng  country  removed  from  tlie  enemy's  reach,  and  liew 
supphes  of  men,  provisions  and  ammunition  collected  at 
the  point  of  defence.  These  obstructions,  added  to  the 
natural  asperities  and  intersections  of  the  countrj%  so  much 
retarded  the  progress  of  Burgoyne's  cumbrous  army,  that 
although  It  met  on  its  march  with  very  little  molckation 
trom  the  Americans,  it  did  not  reach  Fort  Edward,  on  the 

SifenSeVofGr^fn'-f -'^'r'  ?"?  ^'f-V  ^^^^^^^  to  tlaousands,  to  overtake 
ine  enemies  ot  Great  BnUiin."    If  by  this  threat,  no  more  than.usuil  mJF 

mmisiers  r— With  the  first  hostilities,  indlscr  minate  pilla^-e  and  murder 
by  the  savages,  commenced.     Rovalists  and  Patriots,  men  wom^n   tS  chU 

fn  Vd  i  1  ^^"?°>^e  mdigTiantly  repelled  the  charcre  of  Gates  in  respect 
hVe-BuIdJe  ""/"''""'*''  ?',!''  ^^='<^-^-Yet  ho  suffered  her  murderfo 
live—But  the  Indians  cannot  be  restrained— Barbarians  '  You  con<ess  tliis 

aagrates  cities,  excused  by  sayinjj  "  fire  is  an  ungovernable  agent  !" 

le'^Jd's\7LTul°"?-%^^'t^'''^*''^r'*^°"'  •'^'-'"'"t ;  after«-ai.d.  Schuy- 
ler and  bt.  Clau-  were  tried,  ar.d  honourably  acquitted. 
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CHAP,    upper  branches  of  tlie  Hudson,  till  twenty-five  da j<s  aft* 
XI.        its  halt  at  Skcen.borou.-h.    The  sickly  stale  of  the  Anje^ 
rican  troops  rendered  that  post  untenable.     Accordingly, 
■"  on  the  enemy's  approach,  Schuyler  refired  over  the  Hud- 

-7.7      son  to  Saratoga,  and  thence  to  Still- Water  near  the  mouth 
^^'  ^      of  the  Mohawk.       At  Fort  Edward  Burgoyne  was  agam 
compelled  to  halt,  lor  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  l-ort 
.       George,  provisions,  boats,  artillery,  and  other  reqiusites, 
*  for  tlie  part  of  the  expedition  still  before  him. 

St  Leger       Whilst  Burgoyoc  Avas  pursuing  this  route,  a  detachment 
sS^^' of  his  army  composed  of  Canadians,  Loyalists  and  Euro- 
^  pean  Regulars,  under  Colonel  St.  Leger,  and  of  a  conside- 

[able  body  of  Indians,  under  Sir  John  Johnson,  penetrated 
bv  way  of  Lake  Oneida  and^Vood-Creck,  to  the  banks  of 
the  Mohawk.    The  leader  of  the  Indian-part  of  this  c  orps 
was  the  son  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  had  been  a  nch 
nronrietor  and  resident  in  the  Mohawk  country,  in  the  Co- 
lony of  New  York,  and  long  acted  as  royal  supenntendant 
of  Indian  affaii-s.     Sir  William  had  married  a  Mohawk  sa- 
vage wife,  and  acquired  and  long  exercised  over  that  and 
the  neierhbouring  tribes,  an  influence  which  was  supposed 
to  have  descended  to  his  son.      To  this  circumstance  the 
latter  was  indebted  for  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  m 
Bursroyne's  armv,  and  the  special  direction  of  the  savages. 
This  detachment  soon  appeared  befoi.-e  an  important  post, 
known  in  succession  by  the  name  of  Fort  Stauwix  and  that 
of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  situated  on  the  river  ISIohawk.     1  lie 
Fort  was  invested,  and  a  surrender  haughtily  demanded  ; 
its  commander  Col.  Gansewoort,  mtinmted  a  resolution  to 
defend  himself  to  ihe  last  extremity.  Gen.  Herkemer  who 
commanded  the  militia  ofTiyon  countyanade  an  "nsuccess- 
ful  attempt  to  relieve  the  garrison.     His  design  to  pene- 
trate  into  the  Fort  was  discovered  by  St.  Leger,  who  pla- 
ced a  strong  body  of  regulars  and  Indians  in  ambuscade,  ^ 
on  his  intended  route.      Whilst  too  incautiously  advancing 
at  the  head  of  his  party,  Herkemer  was  intercepted  with 
considerable  loss,  notwiUistandinga  most  gallant  defence 
on  his  part,  and  a  vigorous  sortie  »"^*^^»"  ^^^'^^y^jl^^y 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Willet,  who  unexpectedly  fell  at  the 

enemv'scamp,  spread  alarm  a»d  *.«nj^f  ^« V'^'Tvl  ^nr"^* 
and  rctu vned  into  the  Fort  loaded  with  trophies  of  vjc  ory. 
After  the  defeat  of  Herkemer,  a  surrender  of  the  t  ort  was 
again  demanded,  and  in  more  peremptory  terms  than  be- 
fore. An  appeal  was  made  to  those  terrors  which  the  In- 
dian  scalping  knife  is  always  supposed  to  mspire-furlhcr 
resrstance,  it'was  observed,  would  heighten  the  resentment 
of  the  Indians  to  irrepressible  phrenzy->\  Uh  eqvial  mo- 
desty and  firmness,  Gansewoort  answered  that  l>e  won  d 
•  defend  his  sacred  trust  to  the  very  last  extremity,  rega-d- 
less  «f  the,  barbarity  of  the  foe,  and  of  the  ^»'Jf  t^^^^^;;;;"- 
sequences.    Apprehensive  of  some  movement  from  Schuy- 
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Tor  fbp  the  relief  of  the  Fort,  St.  Leger  urged  Bur-rfvne    CHAP, 
to  further  opeiiitions.     But  (he  latter  was  now  assailed  by        XI.  * 
difficulties  and  dangers,  no  less  perpK-xing  ihan  they  had 
been  unforeseen.      In  an  attempt  to  seize  large  eontinen-  "■■         ■■-i 
tal  magazines  at  Bennington,  a  considerable  detachment 
of  his  troops,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bauni,  had  ^ 

been  almost  entirely  destroyed,  together  with  a  reinforce- 
ment under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Breyman. 

Brigadier  General  Starke,  with  a  body  of  militia  from     vvt^rr.  * 
New  Uan.pshire^had  fortunately  reached  the  threatened  BennS. 
depot  a  little  b<||^bre  Baum  made  hi»  appearance.     Uniting  August  16, 
tis  brave  militia  willi  the  remains  of  Warner's  continen- 
tal regiment,  he  attacked  the  enemy  before  the  latter 
<iould  complete  the  intrentjhments,  in  which,  upon  finding 
Bennington  better  protected  than  had  been  imagined,  he 
was  hastening  to  fortify  himself,  until  a  reinforcement,  de- 
manded by  express,  should  arrive.     The  attack  was  vigo- 
rous and  successful  ;  Baum  was  made  prisoner,  and  most 
of  his  corps  killed  or  taken.       The  reinforcement  under 
Breyman  was  slowly  advanoing,.retarded  by  the  badness  of 
the  roads,and  other  accidental  obstacles.  It  met  some  of  the 
UJgitiyes,  precipitately  retreating   before  pursuing  par- 
ties of  militia,  rallied  them  and  restored  the  action.       The 
advantages  of  the  day,  and  the  magazines  themselves  were 
:now  endangered  j  fortunately,  Warner    came  up,  at  this 
•rideal  moment,  with   bis   brave   Continentals  j   and  be- 
mgsoon   supported  by  the  re-assembling  militia,  forced 
Breyman  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery.    In  this  action  one  thousand  stand  of  arms  and  nine 
hundred  swords  fell  into  the  hantls  of  the  victors.     The 
loss  of  (he  enemy  in  killed,  and  prisoners,  was  considera- 
ble.    Nor  was  this  vietoi-y  a  solitary  ray  of  prosperous  for- 
tune.    Fort  Schuyler , made  an  obstinate  defence.     The 
protracted  duration  of  the  siege,  a  report  that  Arnold  was 
advancing  on  (he  besiegers  with  a  formidable  body  of  re- 
gulars, and  the  alarm  ua(urally  produced  by  the  affair  at  , 
Bennington,  powerfully  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  Indi- 
ans,  and    overcame  those    restraints  which  had  hitherto 
checked  the  habitual  fickleness  and  treachery  of  their  cha- 
racter.    They  resolved  to  withchaw.     In  veiin  St.  Leger 
and  Sir  John  exerted  their  joint  influenee  to  detain  them  ; 
tfieydecamp'.'d,  and  (heir  desertion  created  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  raising  the   siege  and  precipitately  retreating, 
fhjs  was  attended  with  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  British  •  Retreat  of 
ol  all  their  camp  equipage  and  stores;     During  the  retreat  ^^  Lcj^er," 
the  Jnflians  exercised  oh  their  employers  themselves,  their"  "^"^'"^^ 
murderous  fury.      By  (hem,  sucli   soldiers   as  could  not 
keep  up  with  tiie  line  of  marcl:,    were  inhumanly  massa- 
,creed. 

Two  events  so  fortunate,  and  almost  simultaneous,  elec- 
tnlicd  the  puhlie  mind.    Confidence  was  restored,  hope  ra^ 
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CHAP,  vived,  enternrize  stimulated.-AccordiDgly,  \vheB,  at  «ite 
7Zt^l^G.r^ev^lG^te.,y^ho.em^omiment  to  succeed 
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very  lime,  «cuci«»  »^~v-", ~-    *»     .      ,    ^    .  « 

SeliuYlerwe  have  already  noticed,  arrived  at  the  scene  ot 
aetion  he  found  the  regulars  and  the  militia  animated  by  a 
.,„  cheerful  active,  emulous  spirit,  to  which  their  re^^eon 
^^^^  his  zeal  and  abilities  gave  additional  vigour.  Schuylei, 
thoujrh  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  ol  unmerited  odium  and 
discrace,  nobly  sacrificed  to  the  common  cause,  his  private 
feelins^s,  and  continued  to  display,  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  the  indefatigable  diUgence  vihwh  characterized 
all  his  undertakhigs.  '  .,.  ,i   „„j 

Effieetscnn.  Among  the  causes  by  which  opposition  was  nerved,  and 
Karfa"  the  happ|  termination  of  the  Northern  campaign  prepared, 
Titie^  ,nav  iustly  be  ranked  the  blaze  of  resentment  kindled  by 

Indian  enormities.    The  employment  of  savage  auxiharies 
was  loudly  reprobated,  even  in  England.     So  long  as  feel- 
wVof  humanity,  a  i^gard  for  the  digmty  of  the  si^ecies, 
anda  taste  for  the  pathos  and  subhmity  of  genuine  eloquence 
shall  prevail  among  men,  'upon  reading  the  answer  of.the 
noble  Chatham  to  Ix.rd  Suffolk,  in  rela^on  to  this  subject, 
commingled  emotions  of  contempt  lor  the  advocate  of  the 
base,  abominable  policy,  and  ot  admiraUon  for  its  oppo- 
nent  must  fill,   overflow,  the  heart.*     Not  satisfied  with 
recommending  the  measure  as  expedient  and  necessary. 
Lord  Suffolk  contended  that  it  was  allowable  on  princi- 
pie,  *  as  it  was  perfectly  justifiable,,  he  observed,  to  use 
.*  all  the  means  that  God  and  nature  had  put  mto  our 
Lands  i"     This  excited  the  inuignation  off  Lord  Chatham, 
who  suddenly  rose,  and  in  a  burst  of  eloquence,  worthy  of 
the  subject  and  of  himself,  pathetically  exclaimed  :  « I  am 
Speech  of  ,,  astonished,  shocked  to  hear  such  prmciples  confessed;  to 
W  Chat.       i-„.rti,em  avowed  in  this  house,  or  even  in  this  country, 
t^/S.  -  My  lS;  1  did  not  intend  to  have  encroached  again  on 
tnentofSa.   u  vour  attention,  but  1  cannot  repress   my  imbgnation. 
'^^^'  «  I  feel  myself  impelled  to  speak.    My  Lords,  we  are  cal- 

« led  upon  as  members  of  this  house,  as  men,  as  chnstians, 
«  to  protest  against  «uch  horrible  barbarity  That  God 
-  and  nature  have  put  into  our  hands  !  what  ideas  of  God 
•  «  and  nature  that  noble  Lord  may  entertain,  I  know  not , 
*«  but  I  know  that  such  detestable  principles  are  equally 

•  Tf  xv-,^  objected  to  Chatham,  that  in  the  preceding  war,  of  which  he 
had  hSecS  the  Indians  had  been  emplJed^  But  suPPO-"g^^un  ^ 
hSe  authorised  that'measure,  he  could  only  be  charpred  ^^f  ^^^^J-^^f  ^^?| 
i"nt1mcnt,highly>onoa..ble  in  such  a  cas^^^^ 

S!r;?edX"n5:ian^^^"y 

dian  ferocity,  that  he  now  opposed  a  similar  policy. 

+  Thoutrhthe  debate  was  subsequent  to  this  expedition,  ^h^  speech  ct 
ChttSS-rupon  it.  This  quotation.  therefoi;e,  is  no  substantial  anach^o, 
nism     The  debate  took  place  in  November,  1^  f  ^ 
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•*  abhoiTent  to  religion  and  humanity.  What!  to  attribute  CHAP. 
"  the  sacred  sanction  of  God  and  n'aturc  to  the  massacres  XI.  * 
«  of  the  Indian  scalping  knife  !  to  the  cannibal  savage  tor- 

«  taring,  murdering,  devouring,  drinking  the  blood  of  his  = '^ 

"  mangled  victims !  such  notions  shock  every  precept  of 
«  morality,  every  feeling  of  humanity,  every  sentiment  of 
**  honour.    These  abominable  principles,  and  this  more  a- 
'*  bominable  avowal  of  them,  demand  the  most  decisive  in- 
"dignation.     I  call  upon  that  right  reverend,    and  this 
«*  most  learned  bench,  to  vindicate  the  religion  of  their 
**  God,  to  support  the  justice  of  their  country.     I  call  upon 
'*  the  Bishops  to  interpose  the   unsullied  sanctity  oftlreir 
**  lawn,  upon  the  judges  to  interpose  the  purity  of  their 
**  ermine  to  save  us  from  this  pollution.     I  call  upon  the 
**  honour  of  your  Lordships  to  reverence  the  dignity  of  your 
*«  ancestors,  and  to  maintain  your  own.     I  call  upon  thd 
<*  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country,  to  vindicate  the  nati- 
**  onal  character.     I  invoke  the  genius  of  the  constitution. 
**  From  the  tapesti-y  that  adorns  tliese  walls,  the  Immor- 
**  tal  iineestpr  of  this  noble  Lord  frowns  with  indignation  at 
**  the  disgrace  of  his  country.     In  vain  did  lie  defend  the  li- 
•*  berty  and  establish  tlie  religion  of  Britain  against  the  ty- 
**  ranny  of  Rome,  if  these  worse  than  Poiiish  cruelties  and 
^'  inquisitorial  practices,  are  established  among  us.  To  send 
•*  forth  the  merciless  cannibal  thirsting  for   blood  '—A- 
<'  gainst  whom  ?— Your  protestant  brethren— To  lay  waste 
<«  their  country— to  desolate  this  dwellings,  and  extirpate 
'*  their  race  and  name,  by  the  aid  and  instrumentality  of 
**  these  horrible  hell-hounds  of  war !  Spain  can  no  longer 
«  boast  pre-eminence  of  barbarity.     She  armed  herself  with 
«  blood  hounds  to  extirpate  the  wretched  natives  of  Mex- 
**  ieo,  but  we,  more  ruthless,  loose  these  dogs  of  war  a- 
**  gainst  our  country-men  in  America,  endeared  to  us  by  ev- 
*'  ery  tie  that  should  sanctify  humanity.     My  Lords,  1  so- 
«<  lemnly  calkipon  your  Lordships,  and  upon  every  order 
"  of  men  in  the  Stat#  to  stamp  upon  this  infamous  proee- 
*^  dure  the  indelible    stigma  of  the    public    abhorrence. 
«  More  particularly  I  call  upon  the  holv  prelates  of  our 
"  religion  to  do  away  this  iniquity;  let' them  perform  a 
'J  lustration  to  purify  their  country  from  this  deep  and 
^*  deadly  sm.     My  Lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  pre- 
«  sent  unable  to  say  more,  but  my  feelings  and  indjgna- 
«  tion  were    too  strong  to  have    said  less.    I  could  not 
«  have  slept  this  night  in   my  bed,  nor  reposed  my  head 
«  upon  my  pillow,  without  giving  this  vent  to  my   eternal 
*  abhorrence  of  such  enormous  and  preposterous  princi- 
ples."—But  in  vain  did  the  venerable  Chatham  make   to 
the  religion,  the  justice,  the  honour,  the  humanitv  of  his 
country,  this  fervid,  tlii?  powerful  appeal.    The*  Indians 
were  employed,  and  the  measure  proved  no  less  dctrimen- 
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CHAP,    tal  than  disgraceful  to  the  Royal  cause.*    It  wrought  to  « 
Xi.        phrenzy  the  spirit  of  the  Auierieans,  and   disgusted  the 
Loyalists  iheiuselves,  who  not  unfrequently  were  its  vic- 
"    lims.     Of  tliis  the  deplorable  fate  of  an  unfortunate  young 
±ji2      Lady,  betrothed  to  a  British  officer,  and  on  the  eve  of  mar- 
rying him,  oifers  a  heart-rending  instance.     This  melan- 
choly fact,  we  will  relate  in  the  words  of  General  Gates. 

"  Miss  M'Crae,  a  young  Lady,  lovelj  to  the  sight,  of 
virtuous  character,  and  amiable  disposition,  engaged  to  an 
officer  of  the  Royal  army,  was,  with  other  women  and 
children,  taken  out  of  a  house  near  Fort  Edward,  and 
there  scalped,  anil  mangled  in  a  most  shocking  manner. 
The  miserable  fate  of  Miss  M'Crae  was  particularly  ag- 
gravated, by  being  dressed  to  receive  her  promised  hus- 
band ;  but  met  her  murderer,  employed  by  the  British 
General," 

Injustice  to  that  General,  however,  let  us  listen  to  his 
OTvn  statement. — *•  The  fall  of  Miss  M'Crae,  wrote  Bur- 
goyne,  is  as  sincerely  ahhorred  and  lamented  by  me,  as  it 
can  be  by  tbetenderest  of  her  friends.  The  fact  was  no  pre- 
meditated  barbarity.  On  the  contrary,  two  Chiefs  who 
had  brought  her  off  for  tiie  purpose  ofteeurity,  not  of  vi- 
olence to  her  person,  disputed  which  should  be  her  guard  ; 
aud  in  a  fi  t  of  savage  passion  in  one  from  whose  hands  she  was 


•  We  dwell  on  this  subject,  because  it  deeply  interests  humanity  ;  nor 
is  this  interest  confined  to  past  events,  or  present  considerations.     In  the 
course  of  time,  civilization  will  spread  over  the  immense  recfions  stretch- 
ing between  the  Lukes,  the  g'reat  Western  streams  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.- 
Already,  these  reg-ions  have  been  jjarlially  explored,  with  a  view  to  future 
enterprize.     Already  national  rivalsliip  has  sounded  the  alai-m.     As  the 
subjects  of  differait  Governments  make  tlieir  respective  advances  into  the 
Lidian  countries,  one  of  three  tliing-s  must  happen,  in  respect  to  the  abori- 
gines.    These  must  be  either  civilized  and  amalgamated  with  the  new 
comers,  or  totally  extirpated,  or,  as  lias    been  the  case  heretofore,  only 
dispossessed  and  propelled  North-Westwardly.    The  civilization  and  as- 
similation of  the  Indians^  though  not  Impossible  ^he  perfectibility  of  man 
and  liistorical  testimon\,  encourage  the  hopes   of  tlie  benevolent  on  this 
head)  are  very  difpcidt — their  extirpation  if  practicable  would  be  infa- 
mous— it  is  probable,  then,  that  dispossession,  byvarious  means,  will  go  on 
for  ages,  still  leaving-  to  the  progressing  settlers,  Indian  neighbours — a  race 
whose  inculcated  ferocity  and  rapaciousness  may  increase,  as  Jtheir  indis- 
criminate resentments  against  all  whites  most  certainly  w  ill.     Hence,  when 
employed  in  wars  eventually  arising  between  the  Governments  whose  sub- 
jects will  people  tlie  present  wilds  of  North  America,  savage  auxiliaries 
will  have  no  better  motives  of  action  than  they  have  had  at  any  time — a 
thirst  for  blood — a  love  of  plunder — and  a  radical  hatred  to  the  whites  in 
general.     Their  past  indicates  their  futiu-e  conduct. — How  desirable  it  is, 
then,  to  introduce  into  the  haw  of  nations  a  new  principle,  viz  :  that  in  no 
contest  tuluttever  betiL'ceii  civilized  Jiations,  the  aid  of  savages  shall  be  employed  ! 
Humanity  would   gain  considerably  by  the  assent  of  nations  to  this  prin- 
ciple, and  belligerents  would  lose  little  or  noticing     The  latest  posterity 
would  bless  tlie  menioiy  of  the  present  age,  if  England,  Spain  America  &c. 
should,  ere  long,  solemnly  establish,  on  a  firm  basis,  such  an  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  man.     The  almost  universal  detestation  of  such  allian- 
ces and  their  effects,  induces  a  belief  tli»t  nations  wyj.  eopn   consecrate 
some  sufh  principic. 


vmoiNu. 
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snatched,  the  unhappy  woman  became  tlie  victim.*— -Be   CHAP 
this  as  It  may,   the  muiderer  was  suffered   to  live— And       XI 
the  reasons  alledged  by  Burgoyne  in  justification  of  tbis  in- 
diUgeace  are  unsatisfactory.     The  blood  of  the  ruthless  ==a» 
assassin  could  alone  expiate  his  guilt- or  rather  the  guilt      ,  .,, 
was  entire  with  those  who  had  armed  his  ruffian  hand  '  ^'  ^' 

WotwithsLanding  his  unfavourable  prospects,  Burjjovne 
seemed  to  spurn  the  idea  of  a  timely  retreat :  seduced  by 
delusive  hopes  of  renewed  and  decisive  victory,  he  eaeer- 
Iv  sought  a  general  engagement.  Gates,  at  the  head  of  all 
the  Continentals  destined  for  the  northern  army,  and  rein- 
lorced  by  large  accessions  of  militia,  pressed  forward,  with 
a  resolution  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  determine,  by  closing 

T/iVfVwT*''  ^'i^^^^^^^^^^^^^^P^^S"-     He  took  post     Septir. 
at  StiU-Water,  and  the  ttvo  armies  were  now  within  four 
milesof  each  o  her.   On  the  19th  of  September,  Burgovne 
inarched  m  fn^l  force  against  the  American  left,  the  com- 
mand of  which  had  been  entrusted  to  Arnold.     With  his  En^^e. 
brave  corps  of  Virginian  riflemen,  Morgan  ever  enterpriz-  mentltstiU 
*"/;•  ^'S'"-."'?^''''  f'^^^n^ed  to  attack  and  harrass  the  tVont  ^^^*^^- 
of  tli^Britishi  and  soon  drove  in  their  pickets.  These  were 
succeeded  by  larger  corps,  and  Morgan,  in  his  turn,  com- 
pelled  to  draw  back ;  but  he  was  quickly  supported,  and 
this  skirmish  brought  on  an  engagement  in  which  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  two  armies  j)artidpated,  and  which  ended 
considerably  to  the  advantage  of  the  Americans.  Thev  had 
opened  the  attack— maintained^heir  ground—destroved  of 
the  enemy  niany  more  than  they  had  themselves  lost,  and 
accomplished  their  main  object  by  effectually  checking  the 
future  progress  of  Burgoyne.  Add  to  all  this,  that  the  In- 
dians,  finding  m  Morgan  an  invincible  and  galling  adversa- 
ry,  whom  neither  their  stratagems,  nor  their  terrors  could 
reach,  whilst  they  were  made  severely  to  feel  his  skill  and 
prowess,  abandoned  the  British  camp  in  considerable  nura- 
bers— a  defection  which  was  soon  attended  by  the  desertion 
ot  most  all  the  Canadians  and  Provincials,  leaving  to  Bur- 
goyne  little  more  than  his  European  troops. 

hv?pnl"!.  1*-'''^  transactions,  bodies  of  militia,  detached  MountDefi. 
by  General  LmcolMiad  recovered  Mount  Defiance,  Mount  -"ce  and 
Hope,  and  the  old  French  lines,  liberated  several  Ameri-  ^fo^-^tnope 
can^risoners,  and  destroyed  a  vast  number  of  the  enemy's  71  ''''^''" 

Every  circumstance  threatened  Burgoyne  witli  approach- 
ing  destruction.  Each  day  witnessed  some  deduction  from 
his  effective  force,  and  from  his  scanty  stores:  nor  could 
cither  of  these  be  recruited.     Gates,  on  the  contrary,  was 
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liotlrly  strengthened  by  an  inflax  of  militia,  and  ^is  sup- 
plies were  proportionally  augmented.     His  only  anxiety 
was,  lest  the  enemy  should  be  able  to  effect  a  retreat,  or  to 
make  a  rapid  advance  down  the  Hudson,  where  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  had  been  successful  in  a  movement,  evidently  un- 
dertaken for  t  tie  relief  of  Burgoyne.  Nineteen  days  elapsed 
without  any  further  effusion  of  blood,  except  in  the  light 
war  of  advanced  parties.    During  this  interval,  (jrates  was 
actively  employed  in  seizing  on  all  the  strong  posts  in  the 
rear  of  the  British,  in  extending  his  right,  and  fortifying 
his  left.     I'he  same  interval  was  spent  by  Burgoyne  in 
anxious,  but  fruitless  expectation  of  the  promised  succours. 
Retreat  or  victory  now  became  the  only  alternative  in  pros- 
pect, and  either  victory  or  retrea^  presented  difficulties 
nearly  insuperable.     On  the  7th'of  October,  however,  he 
made  a  vigorous  effort  to  extricate  hirawlf  from  so  peril- 
ous a  situation.     That  effort  was  baffled  bj|the  masterly 
dispositions  of  Gates,  especially  against  the  enemy's  left, 
and  by  the  bravepv  of  the  M'hole  American  army.    The 
British,  repulsed  in  every  point,  were  compelled  to  seek 
the  protection  of  their  lines,  part  of  which  was  stormed  by 
Arnold,  and  another  part  occupied  by  Brooks.  In  this  ac- 
tion, Burgoyne  lost,  beside  a  large  quantity  of  baggage 
and  artillery,  a  great  number  of  men  and  oflScers,  some  of 
distinguished  rank,  such  as  Frazer  and  Breyman.  Arnold, 
who  in  the  same  engagement  displayed  a  valour  bordering 
on  rashness,  was  severely  wounded:  the  next  day,  Gene- 
ral Lincoln,  whilst  riding  in  company  with  General  Gates, 
also  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  from  a  random  shot  of 
the  enemy.     It  was  at  this  time,  that  Lady  Aekland  gave 
a  noble  example  of  cenjugal  tenderness  :  her  husband,  the 
British  Major  Aekland,  had  J}ecn  wounded,  and  taken  pri- 
soner ;  that  amiable  woman,  a  model  of  affection  and  vir- 
tue worthy  of  eternal  praise,  requested  permission  to  at- 
tend him  and  share  his  captivity.     She  experienced  from 
Gates  that  respect,  that  delicate  attention  to  which  her 
rank,  her  sex,  her  loveliness,  and  her  worth  entitled  her. 
During  the  night  which  followed  this  conflict,  Burgoyne 
retired  to  a  stronger  position.     To  insure  subsequent  and 
decisive  victory,  Gates  had  only  to  cut  off  his  adversary's 
retreat.     Measures  taken  with  a  view  to  this,  compelled 
Burgoyne  precipitately  to  regain  the  heights  of  Saratoga, 
leaving  behind  him  his  hospital  and  part  of  his  baggage. 
His  retreat  to  that  post  was  marked  with  lawless  pillage 
and  wanton  conflagration — a  conduct  thus  aiming  at  the 
ruin  of  those  who  could  not  be  conquered,  betrayed  the 
vindictive  malice  of  Monks*  more  than  the  generosity  of 
soldiers.  An  intense  rain  prevented  Gates  from  hotly  pur- 


•  See  a  letter  from  Gates  to  Burgojiie,  dated  Saratpgn.  0^+   11.1' 
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suing  the  foe  ;  but  lie  took  care  to  render  inipraeli cable    CHAP, 
the  transportation  of  artillery  and  bags^age  towards  Cana-       XI. 

da,  harrassing.  taking  or    destroying,  at  «lie  saiiie  timc^ 

tbe  boats  which  eonlaincd  the  enemy's  scanty  provisions.     — — — — 

During  the  active  hostilities  of  whifh  we  Iiavc  been  taking      ^^^y 
a  enrsory  survey,  the  militia  rendered  inlinite  sei'vice — 
continually  hanging  upon  the  Hanks  and  rear  of  tlic  eno-  -^ 

my — intercepting  his  convoys — destroying  his  magazines- 
beating  in  bis  guards — and  making  numerous  prisoners. 

The  situation  ofBurgoync  hnd  become  inily  deplorable. 
All  his  proud  anticipations  had  vanished;  all  his  laurel* 
withered.     The  haughty  leader  who,  in  a  po«ipous  and 
minatory  proclamation,  had  proscribed  the  best  blood  of 
the  country,  was  now  at  the  mercy  of  its  inhabitants.  His 
cruel,   impious  threats,  that,   by  the  blessing  of  God,  he 
would  extend  far  and  near  tbe  influence  of  his  arms,  were 
recoiling  on  his  own  head:  his  boasted  ministers  of  royaJI, 
vengeance,  the  Indians,  had  deserted  him,  and  of  the  ten 
thousand  men  whom  jie  bad  brought  out  of  Canada,  he 
now  scarcely  counted  one  half;  he  had  in  store  only  three 
days  provisions,  upon  short  allowance.     In  this  desperate 
state  of  his  affairs,  Burgoyne,  at  last,  resolved  to  retrace 
bis  steps  by  a  forced  march,  mei'ely  with  what  baggage 
and  provisions  tbe  soldiers  could  carry  on  their  backs. 
But  even  of  this  resource  he  was  now  deprived.     Ameri- 
can vigilance  had  occluded  all  the  passes  tbrongb  Mbicb 
his  route  lay.     The  absolute  necessity  of  a  surrender,  un- 
less he  should,  in  frantic  despair,  rush  on  the  enemy's 
sword  and  bayonet,  now.  like  a  grim  and  teriific  vision, 
stared  him  iu  the  face.     For  a  surrender,  upon  honourable  He  suiren- 
terms,  he,  therefore,   sent  proposals  to  General  tiates,  ders  himself 
Tbe  latter  demanded,  at  first,  that  the  British  army  should  anduifianny 
surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  and  jj^rotiiid  their 
arms  in  tl^eir  encampmcut.     BiH'goyne  and  his  oflieer.s  u-  October  17. 
nanimously  rejected  thcoC  terms,  though  strictly  Justified 
by  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies;  and  Gates, 
who  knew  bow  to  respect,  in  a  prostrate  enemy,  tiiis  high 
sense  of  personal  and  national  honour,  and  was,  moreover, 
under  some  apprehension  of  sudden  and  efficient  relief  to 
Burgoyne,  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  masterly  ma- 
noeuvres wore  an  imposing  aspect,  receded  with    equal 
prudence  and  magnanimiiy,  from  tlie  rigour  of  his  orit^inal 
conditions.     It  was  ultimately  agi-eed,  by  a  Convcnlio;} 
signed  on  the  17th  of  October,  that  the  British  army,  after 
marching  out  of  their  intrencbments  with  all  the  lionours 
of  war,  should  lay  down  tijeir  arms,  and  not  serve  against 
tbe  United  States,  until  exchanged,  a  passage  to  Great- 
Britain  being,  in  the  mean  lime,  allowed  tliem. 

The  generosity  of  Gates  was  no  less  conspicuous  in  vic- 
tory than  bis  skill  and  prowess  had  been  in  battle.  He 
earpied  delicacy  so  far  as  to  krep  bis  troops  v.itbin  then* 
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CHAP,    own  encampment,  whilst,  according  to  the  articles  of  ca- 

XI.       pitulation,  the  British  soldiei's  were  marciiing  out  of  their 

lines,  and  piling  their  arms.      The  royal  troops,  who  had 

• '  only  one  day's  salt  meat  remaining,  were  immediately  sup- 

1777  plied  with  bread,  and  other  palatable  food.  The  sick  and 
wounded  received  the  most  humane  attention  ;  and  Bur- 
goyne  was  furnished  with  a  correct  return  of  the  American 
army,  as  a  means  of  justifying  to  bis  government  and  to 
the  world  the  unavoidable  surrender  of  his  ow  n. 

Burgoync  had  issued  from  Canada  mth  about  10,000 
men :  at  the  time  of  his  capitulation,  his  total  force  a- 
mounted  t(^ 3,752  persons  of  all  descriptions,  of  whom  only 
S,500  effectives.  The  army  under  Gates  consisted  of  9,09S 
Continentals,  of  whom  2,605  eitlier  sick,  or  on  furlougli^ 
and  of  i, 129  militia.  Of  this  last  force,  however,  the  a- 
mount  was  ever  fluctuating.  Beside  the  men  included  in 
the  Convention,  the  British  lost  a  superb  train  of  brass  ar- 
liilcry,  seven  thousand  muskets,  clothing  for  seven  thou- 
sand soldiers,  with  a  large  quantity  of  tents,  and  other 
military  stores.  Ticondci-oga  was  immediately  abandoned 
to  the  victors.  The  British  prisoners  were  marched  to 
Boston  :  the  magnanimous  Gates  scemeil  to  have  breathed 
into  his  men  tlie  same  generous  spirit  which  animated  him- 
self: when,  on  commencing  their  march,  these  prisoners 
passed  through  the  centre  of  the  American  army,  no  in- 
sulting word,  or  even  gesture,  escaped  the  conquerors. 
The  whole  scene,  was  decorous,  solemn,  affecting.  At  the 
sight  of  a  fallen,  disarmed,  distressed  enemy,  sympathy 
appeared  to  supercede  resentment ;  and  for  a  few  moments, 
the  joy  which  military  triumphs  naturally  inspire,  was 
humanely  repressed. 

The  effects  of  an  event  so  splendid  and  important,  were 
incalculable.  In  America,  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  ef- 
faced the  memory  of  anterior  misfortunes,  and  opened 
bright  prospects  for  the  future.  It  inspirited  the  ai'my, 
nerved  the  exertions  of  Congress,  and  diffused  confidence 

In  America,  through  the  whole  nation.  Gates,  IMorgan,*  Arnold, 
Starke,  and  their  gallant  associates  were  hailed  as  the 
deliverers  of  their  country.  The  thanks  of  Congress  were 
voted  to  the  General  and  the  whole  army :  Gates  received 
as  a  special  mark  of  public  gratitude,  a  gold  medal  com- 
memorative of  the  glorious  event.f  In  Europe  the  catas- 
trophe at  Saratoga  also  produced  consequences  of  great 
moment.    The  northern  campaign,  and  the  brilliant  suc- 


EfTects  of 
this  surren 


Tn  Europe. 


•  Morgan,  who  so  splendidly  contributed  to  the  full  of  Burgoj-ne,  gfave 
to  a  handsome  mansion-hoiuse,  ■which  he  erected  on  his  farni,  in  Frederick 
County,  Virc^.  tiic  name  of  Saratoga.  Frr  details  on  tJi:it  gallant  Icadc?, 
see  Appendix' to  Lee's  Memoirs  oi"  the  Southern  Campaign,  vol.  1. 
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c^ss  which  attendfed  its  early  stages,  had  created  in  Eng-    CHAP. 
land  proud  and  sanguine  hopes.      The  disappointment  was       XI. 
proportionately  keen    In  i  heir  despondency,  the  ministers, 
receding  from  their  original  ground,  resoried,  hut  too  late,  "*• 

to  conciliatory  measures.  In  France,  the  oscillations  of  a  17^7 
wavering  policy  was  ultimately  fixed  by  that  event ;  and 
tlie  conclusion  of  the  alliance  so  anxiously  wished  by  Ame- 
rica, and  viewed  with  so  much  alarm  by  Great-Britain, 
happily  accelerated.  But  let  us  complete  our  cursory  sur* 
Tcy  of  prominent  military  oneimtions,  in  1777. 

It  was  not  witlwut  cause  that  Gafes  had  entertained 
eome  fears  of  an  attempt  on  the  side  of  New  York,  for  the 
relief  of  Burgoyne.  Undeterred  by  nami-al  difficulties,  Expedition 
and  artificial  obstructions  of  incalculable  magnitude,  deep-  ot"<;imcoii 
ly  versed  in  military  stratagem,  in  eonception  bold,  in  exe-  "F  \^^ni.-^ 
oution  rapid  and  indefatigable.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  entirely 
deceived  General  Putnam,  to  whose  vigilance  and  courage 
the  key  of  the  Upper  Hudson  had  been  confided — on  the 
€<h  of  October,  he  stormed  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery, 
whose  fall  was  soon  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  Peek's- 
l^ill,  and  Forts  Constitution  and  Independence.  The 
water  defences,  impregnable  as  they  appeared,  experienced 
a  similar  fate.  The  immense  boom,  extending  across  the 
river,  the  strong  and  poiiderous  diain  in  its  front,  the  fri- 
gates and  gallies  behind  it,  proved  unavailing  barriers. 
Large  stores  became  the  prey  either  of  the  enemy,  or  of  Vaughp 
the  flames.  After  burning  Continental  Village,  the  Bri-  ^^^^^^ 
tish  General  Vaughan  proceeded  to  Kingston  or  Esopus,  a  ^^ 
small  and  defenceless  Town,  then  chiefly  a  depot  of  wo- 
men and  children.  This  he  also  reduced  to  ashes  :  other 
unprovoked,  unprofitable  barbarities  marked,  on  both  side.? 
of  the  Hudson,  the  progress  of  the  detachment  under 
Vaughan,  and  drew  from  Gates  the  following  impressive 
letter:  "  With  unexampled  cruelty,"  wrote  the  American 
General,  **you  have  reduced  the  fine  village  of  Kingston  *  « 
to  ashes,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  to  ruin.  I  am  in- 
formed you  also  continue  to  ravage  and  plunder  all  before 
you,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Is  it  thus  your  King's  Ge- 
nerals think  to  make  converts  to  the  royal  cause?  It  is  no 
Jess  surprising  than  true  that  the  measures  they  adopt  to 
serve  their  master  have  quite  the  contrary  effect.  Thei^ 
cruelty  estJiblishes  the  act  of  independency  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  the  general  i*csentment  of  the  people.  Abler  Ge- 
nerals, and  much  elder  officers  than  you  can  pretend  to  be, 
are  now  by  the  fortune  of  war,  in  my  hands.  Their  fortune 
may  one  day  be  yours,  when,  Sir,  it  may  not  be  in  the  pow- 
er of  any  thing  human  to  save  you  from  the  juiit  revenge 
of  an  injured  people."  Between  the  taking  of  the  High- 
land Forts  and  the  conflagration  of  Esopus,  seven  days  had 
elapsed  :  much  time  was  subsequently  consumed  in  preda- 
«  T«ry  ppwatjon*.    Thus  werw  the  valuable  stores  at  Alb^fflV 
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CHAP,  preserved ;  and  Burgoync  tlebaiTeil  of  tliosc  succours  which 
XI.  it  was  the  principal  object  of  this  expedition  to  convey. 
After  the  catastrophe  of  the  17th,  Gates  rapidly  marched 
'^"  '  '  his  victorious  troops  down  the  Hudson.  At  his  approach, 
^•j/y  Vaughan,  who  had  so  ill  executed  the  orders  of  Clinton,  re- 
tired to  New-York,  burning,  as  he  moved  down  tlie  river, 
the  Forts  of  which  the  British  had  possessed  themselves. 
JEvents  near  WhiWt  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  were  the  theatre  of 
RulHclei-  these  momentous  events,  considerable  activity  was  also 
displayed  on  those  of  the  Delaware.  The  capture  of  Phi- 
ladelphia had  produced  no  decisive  effect  in  favour  of  the 
Bri(ish  arms.  Far  from  depending  on  the  fall  of  a  few 
large  ciiies,  the  fate  of  America  could  not  be  decided  even 
by  the  subjugation  of  a  few  States.  The  vitality  of  the  new 
body  politic  did  not  center  in  any  one  point;  it  wasdiifused 
through  all  its  parts.  No  single  blow,  however  severe, 
could  destroy  it.  What  the  resources  of  the  Union  want- 
ed in  intensity,  was  amply  compensated  by  an  extension  of 
means  capable  of  baffling  the  protracted  efforts  of  the  most 
Obstinate  hostility.  Undismayed,  therefore,  by  the  late 
success  of  General  Howe,  Ihe  Congress  calmly  resume^^ 
their  deliberations  at  Lancaster ;  imd  Washington  took,  on 
the  Western  side  of  Skippaek  creek,  an  advantageous  po* 
sifion,  which  enabled  him  not  only  to  protect  the  impedi- 
ments opposed  to  <!ic  British  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  but 
also  to  strike  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  encamped  at 
Germantown,  should  a  propitious  opportunity  invite  the 
enterprise  and  spirit  of  the  American  army. 

On  the  '24th  of  September,  the  British  ileet,  leaving  a 
few  ships  in  the  Chesapeake,  to  annoy  the  exposed  settle- 
ments, and  intercept  inward  bound  vessels,  was  seen  to 
clear  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  Its  destination  evidently  was 
Pjiiladclphia.  Separated  from  the  ships,  and  unpossessed 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  Sir  William  Howe  must 
0  *  necessarily  be  exposed  to  a  distressing  want  of  supplies, 
and  compelled  to  relinquish  his  conquest,  in  order  to  avoid 
a  worse  fate.  Hence,  to  open  a  passage  for  tiie  fleet  now 
became  the  predominating  object  of  the  British  General  ; 
nor  was  the  American  Chief  less  bent  on  preventing  the 
contemplated  junction.  For  this  purpose,  several  mea- 
sures had  ulrca<ly  been  pursued.  Near  the  place  where  the 
Schuylkill  unites  with  the  Delaware,  several  ranges  of 
frames,  composed  of  hca,vy  transverse  beams,  firmly  join- 
ed, and  pointed  with  iron,  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel 
of  the  river;  and  to  protect  these  obstructions,  two  Forts 
had  been  erected  :  one  on  Mud-Island,  alow,  humid  scite, 
the  result  of  alluvion,  and  the  other  on  Red  Bank,  a  high 
bluff"  of  the  Jersey  shore.  The- first  was  called  Fort  Mif- 
flin, after  the  General  of  that  name;  the  other.  Fort 
Mercer,  in  hoaour  to  the  hero  of  Princeton.  Near  these 
were  sta.{ioned  row-gallics,,  m^unled  with  heavy  cannon,  • 
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floating  batteries,  armed  ships  of  various  sizes,  arid  rafts. 
Three  miles  lower  down,  other  chevauxderHse  (from  ana- 
logy that  name  was  given  to  tlie  frames  desci'ibed  above) 
had  been  fixed  across  the  stream,  under  the  protection  of  a 
battery,  erected  on  a  point  of  land  called  Billingsport,  al?o 
on  the  Jersey  side.  This  post,  yet  unfinished,  and  guard- 
ed by  militia  only,  was  abandoned  at  the  approach  of  a  su- 
perior hostile  force,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Stir- 
ling.— The  river  obstructions  at  that  point  yielded  to  the 
extraordinary  and  persevering  efforts  of  Captain  Ham- 
mond, who  had  already  ascended  the  Delaware  with  part 
of  the  British  fleet.  Philadelphia  was  occupied  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  with  four  regiments  of  grenadiers — anotlier 
part  of  the  British  army  was  stationed  at  Wilmington  and 
Chester — Sir  William  now  detached  a  numerous  corps  to 
protect  convoys  of  provisions  into  Philadelphia.  Wash- 
ington remarked  with  pleasure  this  division  of  strength — 
the  propitious  moment  had  come  to  strike  his  incautious 
adversary. 

An  attack  Avas,  therefore,  determined  upon  :  its  plan  w  as 
daring  and  extensive,  but  it  required  a  concert  and  sym- 
metry of  action  scarcely  attainable.  The  wings,  the  rear, 
the  front  of  the  enemy,  were  to  be  simultaneously  assailed. 
During  the  night  which  preceded  the  4th  of  October,  the 
American  army  advanced  in  several  divisions.  Although 
Ihe  movements  of  the  different  columns  wanted  that  har- 
mony which  had  been  originally  contemplated,  fortune 
smiled  at  first  on  the  American  arms.  Unable  to  resist 
the  impetuosity  of  the  assault,  *the  British  were  giving 
way  on  all  sides,  when  one  of  their  Chiefs,  Colonel  Mus- 
grave,  tJirew  himself  with  six  companies  of  his  regiment, 
into  a  large  stone  house.  This  broke  the  pursuit  of  the 
assailants,  who  injudiciously  halted  to  reduce  this  accident- 
al fortress.  Two  other  circumstances  chiefly  contributed 
to  w  rest  from  Washington  the  victory  within  his  grasp — 
.fllN;hiek  fog  mantled  every  object,  and  concealed  fi'om  his 
snperrntending  eye  the  movements  both  of  friends  and 
foes  ;  and  the  country  abounded  with  palisades  and  enclo- 
sures, wliich  unavoidably  retarded  and  dispersed  the  pur- 
suers.— Much  confusion  was  created  among  the  Ameri- 
cans  by  these  causes,  as  well  as  by  a  want  of  experience 
and  discipline — Thus  did  the  British  recover  from  the  ear- 
ly terrors  of  the  unexpected  blow,  and  reverse  the  fate  of 
the  day. — The  Americans  however,  made  good  their  re- 
treat in  perfect  order. 

This  affair,  though  in  many  respects  unfortunate,  was 

5 )roductive  of  beneficial  consequences.  The  undisciplined, 
)ut  brave  defeniiers  of  America  had  seen  the  veterans  of 
Britaiji  and  Germany  yielding  to  their  impetuous  valour. 
They  had  penetrated  to  the  verv  center  of  tlic  hostile  cn- 
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eampment,  and  spread  there  confusion  and  dismay.  This  watt 
an  aniDiaiing,  inspiriting  idea.  The  rest  Avas  ascribed  to 
incidents  of  an  unforseen^  insuperable  nature— to  deficien- 
cies Mhicii  brought  their  correctives  along  >vilh  themselves. 
The  euemj,  too,  was  taught  to  dread  American  enter- 
prize — to  esteem  American  courage.  The  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, reverberated  by  the  whole  country,  rewarded  both 
the  General  and  the  ai-my. 

In  killed  and  wounded,  the  loss  of  the  contending  Chiefs 
was  nearly  equal,  amounting,  on  each  side,  to  about  six 
hundred.  Among  her  illustrious  slain,  America  counted 
Brigadier  General  Nash  of  North-Carolina,  and  Captain 
Smii  h  of  the  sixth  Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  Adjutant 
General . —  When  it  was  unluckily  determined  to  reduce 
the  house  occupied  by  Musgrave.  a  flag  of  truce  was  or- 
dered onward,  to  summon  the  British  Colonel.  Of  this 
flag  Smith  solicited  the  honourable,  but  perilous  charge. 
He  advanced,  waving  the  sacred  symbol,  at  sight  of 
which  all  hostilities  cease.  The  enemy  respected  it  not» 
Its  intrepid  bearer  fell  under  a  murderous  fire  from  the 
desperate  foe. — On  the  part  of  the  British,  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Agnew  and  Colonel  Bird  were  among  the  victims  of 
this  bloody  conflict. 

The  9th  Virginia  regiment  and  part  of  the  6th,  were 
made  prisoners.  Led  on  by  their  gallant  conunanders,  M  at- 
thews  and  Towles,  they  had  penetrated  into  the  midst  of 
the  hostile  army.  Owing  to  the  fatal  circumstances  al- 
ready mentioned,  they  remained  unsupported,  and  were 
ultimately  compelled  to  surrender. — Washington,  rein- 
forced by  some  militia,  and  a  State-regiment  from  Vir- 
ginia, resumed  his  late  station  on  the  Skippack,  and  Howe, 
soon  after,  concentrated  his  forces  in  Philadelphia. 

Again  the  whole  attention  of  the  two  Generals  was  now 
turned  to  the  obstructions  in  the  Delaware — the  one  in- 
tent on  maintaining,  the  other  on  removing  thc^i. — An  at- 
tack by  land  and  by  water  was  concerted  against  Fdtts 
Mercer  and  Mifflin. — Against  the  former,  Count  Donop, 
a  brave  Hessian  officer,  marched  with  a  strong  detach- 
ment. Colonel  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  lately  been 
entrusted  with  its  defence,  llie  force  under  his  com- 
mand, was  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  the  works.  He 
had,  therefore,  run  a  ditch  and  parapet  across  the  rear  of 
the  Fort,  with  a  view  to  contract  the  sphere  of  action,  in 
case  of  an  attack.  At  the  very  time  that  Donop  was  de- 
tached against  Redbank,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simnis,  of  the 
6th  Virginia  regiment,  happened  to  be  on  his  march  to 
Fort  Mifflin,  with  a  reinforcement.  On  his  route,  he  was 
apprized  of  Donop's  object.  Reaching  Fort  Mercer  the 
evening  before  the  intended  attack,  !.e  entreated  a  partici- 
pation in  the  approaching  struggle.  Greene  at  first  ac- 
eepl'MJ  his  offer  •  reflection  convinced  him  of  the  propriety 
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©^  stl'ietly  obeyiog  the  inaudates  of  the  Co-mmamlep  in  CHAP. 
Chief.  The  next  morning,  Sirams  was,  therefore,  con-  XI. 
▼eyed  to  Mud^Island,  where  his  aid  might  prove  of  still 
higher  importance.  Donop  had  now  arrived,  and  vainly 
demanded  a  surrender.  The  movement  of  Simras  and  his 
corps  led  him  to  imagine  that  the  garrison  was  atl  empting 
to  escape.  Inflamed  by  this  idea,  he  immediately  rushed 
to  the  assault.  Of  the  outer  ditch  and  parapet,  he  soon 
became  possessed;  they  had  been  designedly  abandoned. 
This  increased  the  temerity  of  the  assailants,  who  now  ad- 
yanced  with  tumult  and  fury  against  the  inner  line  of  de- 
fence. This  was  the  propitious  moment  for  Greene  and 
his  undaunted  comrades.  They  seized  it,  and  poured  upon 
the  rash  foe  a  well  kept  up  and  most  destructive  fire. 
Dreadful  was  the  carnage.  Donop  received  a  mortal 
woimd.  Mingerode,  the  second  in  command,  experienced 
a  similar  fate  ;  and  to  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  the  pro- 
tecting darkness  of  the  ensuing  night,  the  few  survivors 
vere  indebted  for  their  exemption  from  subsequent,  inju- 
Tj,  The  simultaneous  and  co-operating  exertions  of  vari^ 
ous  British  corps  from  the  Pennsylvania  side,  and  the 
naval  diversion  intended  to  complete  the  anticipated  effect 
of  what  had  been  proudly  planned  as  an  overwhelming  at- 
tack, equally  failed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  com-  and  on  Fo^t 
manded  in  Fort  MifBin,  and  Commodore  Hazlewood,  who  Mifflin, 
directed  the  moveable  force  of  the  A  nericans  in  the  river, 
made  a  resistance  no  less  successful  than  vigorous.  The  unsuccess- 
elements  seemed  to  favour  them.  A  strong  Northerly  wind  fuL 
checked  the  ascent  of  some  British  ships  of  the  line.  A- 
mong  those  that  approached  the  Forts,  two  were  ground- 
ed— the  Augusta  and  the  ?vlerlin.  Both  were  burnt — the 
fii'st  accidentally — the  second  purposely.  A  result  which 
afforded  the  Americans  ample  solace  for  the  capture  of 
their  frigate,  the  Delaware,  by  the  party  under  Cornwal- 
lis,  soon  after  his  occupation  of  Philadelphia. 

This  brilliant  repulse  of  so  formidable  a  combination, 
stimulated  the  Americans  to  persevering  and  desperate  ef- 
forts, for  the  maintenance  of  the  river  obstructions.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  activity  of  the  enemy  was  proportion- 
ately increased.  His  incessant  cannonades  from  the  heights 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill,  from  the  ships  below, 
and  especially  from  Province-Island,  almost  adjacent  to 
the  seite  on  which  Fort  Mifflin  stood,  were  felt  with  omi- 
nous severity.  The  gallant  Smith,  compelled  by  multiplied  jjov.  11 
wounds  to  retire  from  his  perilous,  bat  lionourable  station, 
resigned  the  command  to  his  second,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simms,  who  displayed  a  courage  and  skill  not  unworthy 
of  his  predecessor,  until  the  rotation  of  duty  brought  Co?. 
Russci,  of  Massachusetts,  to  relieve  him.  Russell  had 
courted  this  post — but  his  frame,  exhausted  with  fatigue, 
ill  seconded  the  ardour  of  his  aspiring  mind.  Major  Thayer 
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of  the  Rhode-Island  line,  became  his  successor. — Could 
intrepidity,  perseverance  and  skill  have  saved  Fort  Mifflin, 
it  would  have  been  preserved  by  Thayer,  and  his  Spartan 
band — but  a  circumstance  unexpectedly  occurred,  which 
baffled  every  power  of  defence. — Between  Province  and 
jMud-lslands,  a  narrow  channel,  either  newly  formed  by 
the  late  high  tides,  or  unobserved  before,  was  discovered 
by  the  enemy — through  that  channel,  an  East-Indiaman, 
cut  down  for  the  purpose,  and  a  hulk  with  three  twenty- 
four  pounders,  successfully  made  their  way  to  a  station, 
near  the  Fort,  liazlewood  vainly  attempted  to  repel  these 
new  assailants. — The  increased  effect  of  the  enemy's  can- 
non now  became  irresistible.  The  American  defences  were 
soon  levelled  with  the  ground ;  and,  in  the  night  after  this 
unexpected  attack,  the  brave  Thayer  reluctantly  abandon- 
ed a  post  which  he  had  so  truly  defended  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  joined  at  Chester  by  a  considerable 
reinforcement  from  New-York,  now  advanced  against  the 
fortifications  at  Red-Bank.  Wasiiington  detached  Major- 
Gencral  Greene  to  fall  on  his  rear;  whilst  investing  Fort 
fiercer,  the  situiKion  of  which  between  two  large  creeks, 
encouraged  tiie  measure.  Unfortunately,  before  Greents 
crossed  (he  Delaware,  Cornwallis  approached  the  Fort, 
and  rendered  its  evacuation  unavoidable.  Part  of  the  A- 
merican  naval  foi^cc  esGa[>ed  up  the  river;  the  rest  was 
purposely  consigned  to  the  flames.  Thus  did  Howe  obtain 
the  entire  command  of  the  Delaware,  and  secured  to  the 
British  arms  the  possession  of  Philadelphia.  By  the  delays 
of  Glover's  brigade,  hourly  expected  from  the  North,  and 
by  a  prmleut  regard  to  the  real  interests  of  his  country, 
which  dicialod  a  careful  preservation  of  military  strength 
for  higlier  objeels,  Greene  was  prevented  from  hazarding 
an  engagement  with  Cornwallis  ;  only  he  indulged  the  ad- 
venturous spirit  of  the  ehiviilric  La  Fayette,  in  an  attack 
upon  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  supporting  him  with  a 
detachment  from  ^Morgan's  corps  of  riflemen,  under  Col. 
Butl'.r.  La  Fayette  still  served  as  a  volui.teer,  and  had 
not  yet  recovered  from  his  wound.  On  this  occasion,  he 
Avas  placed  at  the  head  of  a  small  bcdy  of  militia ;  the 
blow  V.  as  successful.  Thirty  of  the  enemy  fell,  and  the 
rest  pre<;ipl:atciy  retired  into  tlieir  camp.  Greene  then 
re-crossed  the  Delaware,  and  joined  the  grand  army. 

Washington  had  some  time  before  removed  from  his  po- 
sition on  the  Skippack  to  AA'hite-Marsh,  a  situation  within 
fifteen  njiles  of  Pliiladelphia,  an<l  more  favourable  to  his 
objects,  whicb  were  to  aid  and  invigorate  tlie  defence  of 
the  Forts  en  (he  Dplaware,  to  cut  off  the  supplies  drawn 
by  the  enen^iV  fi'oni  the  circumjacent  country,  aiul  to  seize 
on  any  opportunity  that  might  be  presented  for  striking 
him  with  advantage*    With  a  riew  to  these  impor(ant  ob- 
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jects,  Washington  urged  reinforcements  from  various  CHAP. 
quarters,  but  especially  from  the  North.  As  soon  as  the  XI. 
superiority  of  Gates  over  the  enemy,  was  ascertained  on 
the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  the  Commander  in  Chief  press-  =a=3=» 
od  the  return  of  Mjrgaii's  rifle  corps,  leaving,  however, 
that  measure  to  the  decision  of  Gates  himself.  Morgan  1777 
was  then  retained.  Upon  intelligence  of  the-  glorious  e- 
vent  at  Saratoga,  Col.  Hamilton  repaired  to  the  Northern 
army,  to  demand  and  expedite  auxiliary  detachments.  He 
found  part  of  tliat  army  under  Putnam,  who,  at  first,  rea- 
dily assented  to  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  Washington, 
though  afterwards  a  scheme  for  an  attack  upon  New  York, 
and  the  manifestation  of  a  mutinous  spirit  among  the 
troops,  occasioned  fatal  delays.  The  same  assent  could 
not  easily  be  obtained  from  General  Gates,  now  stationed 
at  Albany  with  four  brigades.  He  alledged  an  expedition 
meditated  against  Ticonderoga,  yet  held  by  the  British, 
and  the  cxpedien-y  of  a  strong  protection  for  the  arsenal, 
and  the  valuable  stores  at  Albany.  Glover's  brigade,  and 
otiier  corps  were,  however,  finally  ordered  to  march  to 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware ;  but  these  reinforcements  did 
not  reach  their  destination  with  sufficient  celerity  to  aid 
in  effecting  the  important  objects  in  view. 

On  this  occasion,  there  was  in  the  conduct  of  Gates  a 
mysterious  dilatoriness,  which,  together  with  his  omitting 
to  report  to  General  Washii.gton,  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
the  brilliant  successes  of  the  Northern  army,  wore  an  un- 
favourable aspect. 

Had  Washington  been  enabled  by  the  contemplated  re- 
inforcements, to  occupy  the  Western  heights  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, without  endangering  his  stores  and  hospitals,  not  only 
efficient  protection  might  have  been  extended  to  Fort  Mif- 
flin, and  the  junction  of  the  British  fleet  and  army  suc- 
cessfully opposed,  but  it  is  probable  that  Sir  William 
would  have  been  forced  to  a  decisive  contest,  on  ground 
disadvantageous  to  himself.  Inferiority  of  numbers  pro- 
duced the  results  already  stated  ;  and  when  the  expected 
accession  at  length  joined  the  American  General,  the  e- 
nemy  was  so  strongly  intrenched  in  Philadelphia,  that  an 
assault  on  that  city,  though  vehemently  urged  by  the  ign,o- 
rant,  the  rash,  and,  periiaps,  the  disaffected,  was  pro- 
nounced by  Washington  and  all  the  well  informed,  a  mad, 
hopeless,  ruinous  scheme.*  A  cloud  of  obloquy  for  a  mo- 
ment obscured  his  fame ;  the  refulgence  of  his  splendid  ser- 
vices soon  dispelled  the  thin,  fantastic  vapour.  Ills  steady 
and  discerning  eye  well  saw  that  a  numerous  enemy,  enclos- 
ed within  the  narrow  precincts  of  a  Town,  would  soon,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  surrounding  country, 


'"  Non  poncbat  enim  ruraores  ante  Salutem."— JP;i^n..?. 
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be  compelled  to  risk  a  battle,  the  result  of  which  might  be 
anticipated  with  delight  by  America — and  should  the  foe 
avoid  a  battle,  such  a  confession  of  inferiority  would  itself 
be  woiih  a  victoi'y — his  resources,  too,  must  rapidly  be 
wasted  in  the  inglorious  inactivity  of  his  boasted  conquest. 

Howe  foresaw  the  inevitable,  though  distant  dangers  of 
his  cantonment,  should  Washington  continue  so  near  Phi- 
ladelphia. Apparently  resolved  to  attack  the  American 
army,  he  occupied  Chesnut-HUl,  on  the4(h  of  December, 
and,  for  three  days,  continued  manceuvring  in  view  of 
Washington's  encampment — threatening  first  his  right-— 
then  his  left — and  after  repeated  demonstrations  of  assault, 
which  terminated  in  a  sharp  skirmish,  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, with  the  tacit  acknowledgment  that,  on  equal 
terms,  and  on  ground  chosen  by  his  adversai'y,  the  vete- 
rans of  Britain  thought  it  unsafe  to  measure  swords  with 
the  raw,  but  dauntless  soldiers  of  liberty. 

The  rigour  of  the  season  noA^  forcibly  suggested  the  ex-, 
pediency  of  retiring  into  winter  quarters.  Unwilling  to 
weaken  his  force  by  dispersion,  and  to  expose  the  neigh-, 
bouring  country  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe,  Washington  se- 
lected for  that  purpose  a  salubiious  scite.  known  by  the 
appellation  of  Valley  Forge,  on  ike  Western  side  of  the 
Schuylkill.  There  a  Town  of  huts  was  erected  by  his  di- 
rection, and  the  whole  strongly  fortified.  In  the  general 
orders  which  he  issued  on  the  subject,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  thanked  his  men  for  their  past  fortitude  and  pati- 
ence— congratulated  them  on  the  substantial,  though  not 
splendid  advantages  of  the  campaign — opened  to  them  a 
bright  prospect  in  the  increasing  vigour  and  experience  of 
America,  and  in  the  anticipated  aid  of  France — exhorted 
them  to  a  firm  and  manly  perseverance — and  after  stating 
his  plan  for  a  winter  position,  concluded  by  observinjr  that 
'*  he  would  himself  share  their  hardships,  and  partake  of 
every  inconvenience." — Those  hardships  were  great,  and 
we  will  soon  advert  to  their  causes. — Let  us  now  fix  our 
eyes  onVirginia. 

The  20th  of  October  had  been  appointed  for  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly.  Sucli,  hovever,  were  the  de- 
lays of  most  Members,  that  the  House  of  Delegates  could 
proceed  to  business  only  on  the  30th  of  that  month  ;  and 
the  Senate  not  before  the  5th  of  Novembeiv 

Again,  we  are  struck,  as  we  look  over  the  Journals  of 
this  Session  with  the  parental  care  bestowed  by  the  Assem- 
bly on  the  numerous  petitions  of  unfortunate  citizens,  who 
had  felt  the  distresses  of  the  war,  in  their  varied  shapes. 
This  is  a  peculiarly  interesting  feature  in  the  proceedings 
of  Legislators  who  seem  to  have  been  in  effect  the  fathers 
oftherState.  * 

The  eyes  of  those  Legislators  were  soon  directed  to  the 
grand  army,  and  ifs  want«,     Dcathj  captivity,  and  other 
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casualties,  had  produced,  in  the  troops  furnished  by  Virgi-    CHAP. 
nJa,  chasms  which  it  was  now  necessary  to  till  up.   A  body        XI. 
of  State  regulars  under  Col.  Gibson  was,  therefore,  direct- 
ed to  continue  in  ihe  Continental  service.  An  extra  bounty  "^ 
of  twenty  dollars  was  offered  to  those  men  Avho,  after  the       1777 
expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  should  re-en- 
list, either  for  three  years  or  <iurin,g  the  war.     It  was  di-  V'S'"'^."" 
rected  that  the  men  lately  raised  on  Commonwealth  estab-  condneatrf 
lishuient  should  be  speedily  organized,  and  join  General  service. 
"Washington. 

Draughts  from  among  the  unmarried  members  of  the 
militia,  in  every  section  of  the  State,  wer.-^,  moreover,  or- 
dered. For  this  purpose,  lots  were  to  be  drawn,  and  one 
out  of  every  twenty-five  men  most  become  a  soldier,  and 
serve  one  year.  A  hourity  of  fifteen  dollars  was,  indepen- 
dently of  Continental  encouragements,  to  be  paid  by  the 
State  to  each  man  thus  draughted.  The  usual  tenderness 
towards  the  connections  of  poor  soldiers  who  might  be  dis- 
abled or  slain  in  the  service  of  their  country,  was  manifest- 
ed bj'  a  suitable  provision.  From  this  draught  Quakers 
and  Menonists  were  exempted,  011  condition  that  their  res-, 
pective  societies  should  furnish  a  proportionate  number  of 
proper  substitutes. — Desertion  had  increased  to  a  fatal 
degree :  to  lessen  its  evils,  it  was  enacted  that  every  person 
aiding  or  concealing  a  deserter  sliould,  if  a  man,  take  his 
place,  and,  if  a  woman,  pay  a  heavy  fine.  The  Legislators, 
however,  respecting,  in  certain  cases,  the  inherent  sensi- 
bilities of  the  human  heart,  excluded  from  these  penalties 
the  wife  secreting  her  husband,  the  wido\v  her  son,  and 
Ihe  child  his  or  her  parent.  Counties,  corporations,  or 
individuals,  apprehending  one  or  more  deserters,  were 
proportionately  released  from  military  obligations.  The 
same  act  encouraged  the  formation  of  volunteer  corps  to 
serve  for  six  months,  from  the  time  of  their  reaching  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous.  To  remove  all  objections  to 
military  service,  the  members  of  particular  religious  so- 
cieties, especially  Baptists  and  Methodists,  were  invited  to 
organize  themselves  into  separate  companies  under  officers 
of  their  own  principles.  The  measures  contemplated  by 
this  act  were  to  be  effected  before  the  ensuing  Spring. 

To  provide  for  the  Military,  adequate  supplies  of  cloth-  Act  for 
ing  and  provisions,  was  the  next  object  of  Legislative  care.  spee<hiy 
Avarice  and  extortion,  speculating  on  public  wants,  as  well  ^m,""^^ 
as  on  private  distress,  had  hitherto  opposed  immense  dif- 
iieulties  to  the  usual  methods  of  procuring  such  supplies. 
Extraordinary  measures  were,  therefore,  resorted  to.  The 
Governor  and  Council  were  authorized  to  appoint,  in  eyevy 
part  of  the  Commonwealth,  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  seizing  all  articles  of  clothing  proper  for  (lie  use  of  the 
army,  Avherever  such  articles  sliould  be  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  persons  having  pureliascd  tliem  fur  sale.  Agtiinst 
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the  cancealment  of  such  articles,  energetic  provis>ion  was 
made  :  workmen  irnght  be  impressed  to  convert  the  \>holc 
into  wearing  apparel^  the  vahie  of  the  materials,  and  the 
wages  of  the  workmen  impressed,  were  to  be  determined 
by  four  reputable  citizens,  upon  oath,  and  immediately 
paid  for.*  To  procure  provisions,  another  ael  was  passed 
prohibiting  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  beef,  pork, 
and  bacon,  by  land  or  water,  except  to  the  Continental  ar- 
my, or  to  any  troops  sent  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
monopoly  of  such  articles,  and,  indeed,  of  all  provisions, 
including  salt,  was  prevented  by  authorizing  the  seizure, 
at  a  moderate  price,  of  any  quantity  exceeding  the  wants 
of  the  possessor  and  his  family.  Forestalling,  regrating, 
and  otherpractices  lending  to  increase  the  complicated  em- 
barrassments of  the  times,  were  also  rigorously  prohibited. 

The  generality  of  the  people  had  now  become  sensible 
that,  the  quantity  of  paper-money  in  circulation  greatly 
exceeding  the  medium  of  commerce,  depreciation  must  be 
the  inevitable  consequence,  even  if  artificial  causes  should 
not  concur  in  the  production  of  that  effect:  they  clearly 
saw  that  the  value  of  that  money  could  be  maintained  only 
fty  its  gradual,  but  certain  redemption  ;  they  knew,  too, 
that  funds  were  wanted  not  only  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
but  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  borrowed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  by  tlie  State,  or,  at  least,  for  dis- 
charging the  annual  interest  of  the  suras  thus  borrowed. « 
By  these  considerations  they  had  been  reconciled  to  tlie 
idea  of  an  attempt  towards  a  system  of  taxation  commen- 
surate with  tliose  different  objects.  The  expediency  of 
taxation  was  pressed  by  the  inhabitants  of  some  Counties 
on  thrir  Delegates  in  the  General  Assembly.f  It  was, 
therefore,  enacted  that,  for  seven  years,  a  tax  often  shil- 
lings for  every  hundred  pounds  value,  should  be  levied  on 
real  and  personal  property.  Debts  bearing  interest,  annui- 
ties, including  the  rents  payable  to  the  Proprietor  of  the 
Northern-Neck,  licenses,  and  many  other  objects,  were 
subjected  to  the  operation  of  this  act,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple cheerfully  acquiesced,  under  the  impressions  already 
stated. 

Among  the  financial  regulations  adopted  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  during  tlie  present  session,  we  remark  an 
act  for  laying  a  public  levy,  and  another  act  to  prevent 
private  persons  from  issuing  bills  of  credit  in  the  nature 
of  paper- currency,  a  practice,  that  tended  to  the  deccptioa 


*  It  had  been  intended  to  keep  this  act  secret  until  put  in  execution, 
but  it  became  known  thrc^li  the  printer's  workmen.  See  Journal  of  the 
>Iousc  of  Delegates  for -this  Session,  page  87. 


t  See  Pui die's  Cazelte,  September  26,  1777,   and  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Dclcu-.i.tes. — Passim. 
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and  loss  of  individuals,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  public,  "bv    CTTAP. 
swelling  a  stream  Avhieh  already  overflowed  the  field  of       XI. 
commerce.     The  salaries  of  eertain  offieers  ot  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  Delegates  to  the  General  Congress,  whose  ^^-~^^^ 
number  was  now  increased  .to  seven,  were  also  regulated       .^^y 
bylaw.*  ^'''^ 

Many  persons  residing  in  various  parts  of  the  British  ^^.V*^b"*^' 
Empire,  some  of  whom  had  been  born,  and  others  settled  tShp^opJ^. 
iji  America,  but  had  left  it  since  thecommcncenient  of  the  ^• 
troubles,  were  proprietors  of  estates,  real  and  personal  in 
Virginia.  Several  of  them  had  become  entitled  to  consi- 
derable debts,  and,  in  certain  cases,  suits  had  been  iiisfitu- 
ted  for  the  recovery  of  such  debts,  before  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  justice  was  suspended.  All  such  persons 
liad  now  become  alien  enemies  :  their  estates,  of  course, 
Mere  legally  forfeited,  and  their  debts  irrecoverable.  Yet, 
those  estates  had  lieen  acquired,  those  debts  incurred,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  laws  and  relations  then  held  sacred  ; 
nor  had  the  British  Government  provoked  confiscation  by 
the  example  of  it,  in  parallel  eases.  The  proceeds  of 
such  estates,  however,  and  the  interest  or  principal  of  such 
debts  might  increase  the  warlike  resources  of  the  enemy. 
These  were  considerations  of  moment.  In  them,  an  act  o- 
riginated  sequestering  the  estates  and  other  property  of 
British  subjects  into  the  hands  of  Commissioners  to  be'ap. 
pointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 
The  clear  profits  of  each  particular  estate  were  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury.  All  persons  owing  debts  t©  British  sub- 
jects might  also  pay  them  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
inonwoalth.  The  monies  thus  brought  in  Avere  declared 
to  remain  the  propeity  of  British  subjects  ;  and  if  the 
uivcs  and  children  of  any  such  proprietors  or  creditors 
had  been  left  in  the  State,  suitable  allowances  were  made 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  their  support,  cut  of  the 
same  monies.  If  used  on  account  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  sums  thus  received  were  to  be  repaid,  unless  the  subse- 
quent conduct  of  Great  Britain  should  justify  retaliatory 
detention.  With  respect  to  debts  in  suit,  a  middle  course 
was  adopted,  neither  cancelling  the  fait  claims  of  British 
subjects,  nor  bearing  with  too  much  severity  on  American 
citizens. 


•  As  the  pi-ogressive  increase  of  such  salaries  mav  give  some  idea  of  the 
effects  ot  depreciation,  we  shall  occasionally  mention  tliem.  The  nresent 
allowances  were —  * 

To  the  Deleg-ates  in  Congress,  10  Dolls,  per  day,  1  Doll,  per  mile. 

Governor,  1500  I.  per  annum. 

Counsellors  of  Statej  2400  I  per  annum,  to  be  divided,  &c     • 

Treasurer,     -         .    1200  I.  per  annum. 

Attorney-General,        500  l.  jjer  annum. 

Aud.  of  P.  Accounts,  400  /.  each,  per  annum.    The  salp.rv  sllov,  e^^ 
t!»e  Judg-es  in  Chancerv  wis  500  /.  per  aninmi.  epch^ 
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The  troubles  which  had  convulsed  the  wbole  country, 
and  the  t'istiesses  incident  to  a  state  of  war.  had  induced 
the  General  (  onvention  to  suspend  the  proceedings  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice  in  certain  cases,  ^his  measure,  thea 
the  offspriu,!?  of  ihe  most  imperious  exigencies,  had  gradu- 
ally become  injurious  to  commerce,  industry,  and  public 
morals.  The  streams  of  justice  now  were  made  to  flow  a- 
gain  in  their  former  channels.  A  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  a  General  Court  were,  moreover,  established.  These 
tribunals  were  to  receive  appeals  from  the  County  Courts ; 
and  to  have  original  jurisdiction  where  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy was  of  the  value  often  pounds  sterling,  or  where 
it  concerned  the  title  or  bounds  ofland.  To  the  General 
Court,  was  also  attributed  the  power  to  hear  and  determine 
all  treasons,  murders,  telonies,  and  other  minor  crimes* 
Of  tiic  C-ourt  of  Chancery,  Edmund  Pendleton,  George 
'Wyiiie,  and  R.  C.  Nicholas  were  appointed  Judges ;  for 
the  General  Court,  Joseph  Jones,  John  Blair,  Thomas 
Ludwell  Lee.  Thomson  Mason,  and  Paul  Carrington,  re*- 
ceived  a  siniilisr  appoinlment. 

Several  other  acts  were  passed,  in  the  nature  and  bear- 
ings of  whicii  history  is  little  interested.  This  Session, 
however,  presents  circumstances  worthy*  of  remark,  in 
ad'.iition  to  those  already  related. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union 
proposed  by  Congress,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1776,* 
were  approved  ami  ratified  by  the  following  resolutions: 

*»  Besolved,  nemine  amtradicenle.  That  a  speedy  ratiil- 
eation  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  will  confound  the  devices  of  their 
foreigu,  and  frustrate  the  machinations  of  their  domestic 
enemies,  encourage  their  firm  friends,  and  fix  the  waver- 
ing, eontrilmtc  much  to  the  support  of  their  public  credit 
and  the  restoration  of  the  value  of  their  paper-money,  pro- 
duce unanimity  in  their  Councils  at  home,  and  add  weight 
to  their  negociations  abroad,  and,  completing  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  country,  establish  the  best  foundation  fop  its 
prosperity." 

*'  llesolvciL  nemine  contradkentef  That  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  and  Perpetual  Uuion,  proposed  by  Congress 
on  the  17th  of  November,  .1776,  between  the  States  of 
New-H'.impsliire,  Massa<'I.usetls  Bay,  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  (,'onnectieut,  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania^  Delawai'c,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  refer- 
red for  approljation  to  the  consideration  of  the  several 
Legislatures  of  the  siiid  Stales,  ought  to  be  approved  and 
ratified  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  that  our 
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Delegates  in  Congress  be  accordingly  authorized,  and  in-    CHAP. 
strueted  to  ratify  the  same  in  the  name   and  on  the  hohalf        XI. 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  lliey  atte.id  for  that  pur- 
pose on  or  before  the  lOlh  din  of  March  next."  ■■■ 

In  the  cauntry  about  Fort  Pitt,  alarming  symptoms  of       ^^^^ 
disaffection    bad    manifested    themselves,    and    nefarious 
schemes  of  combined  savage  and  internal  hostility  were 
known  to  have  been  formed.     Conimissionei*s   had    been  other  Lcr 
named  by  Congress  to   repair  there,  and  investigate  the  .^'islative 
rise,  progress,    and  extent  of  the  dark  libcrticide  plots,  "^^^ur^. 
hatched  in  that  quarter.    The  Legislature  of  Virginia  au- 
thorized those  Commissioners  to  apprehend  such  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Counties  of  Ohio,  Monongalia,  and  Yohogania 
as  should  appear  to  them  to  have  been  concerned  in  any 
conspiracy  against  the  Union,  and  to  surrender  them  to 
the  just  vengeance  of  the  laws. 

The  arm  of  the  Executive  was  nerved  by  <he  grant  of 
additional  extraordinary  powers  to  the  Governor  and 
Council ;  the  vexatious  suits  instituted  against  Ihem  by  the 
suspected  individuals  who,  during  the  late  alarm,  had  been 
removed  or  confined,  were  stopped  by  Legislative  autho- 
rity; and  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  unanimously  given 
to  General  Nelson,  whose  patriotic  and  disinterested  exer- 
tions, lipon  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  we  have 
already  noticed. 

Military  preparation  was,  at  this  time,  deemed  so  vitally 
important  that  the  employment  of  a  foreign  corps  by  the 
Commonwealth  appeared  to  the  Legislature  a  desirable 
step.  The  Governor  was  empowered  to  stipulate  with  one 
Bory.  the  projector  of  this  schenfie,  for  the  importation  of 
foreign  troops,  whose  numbers  and  duties  were  defined  by 
the  Legislature,  and  whose  pay  was  to  be  drawn  fi'om  the 
Treasury  of  Virginia. 

lu  the  mean  time,  great  attentiou  was  bestowed  on 
whatever  could  promote  in  tlie  state,  a  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  war.  A  school  of  instruction  in  artillery  and  forti- 
iicatioQJ  under  the  direction  of  Monsieur  Loyaute,  was  li- 
berally encouraged.  A  French  independent  company, 
pleaded  by  that  valuable  officer,  had  been  taken  into  the 
pay  of  the  Commonwealth.  Loyaute  was,  moreover,  ap- 
pointed Inspector-General  of  artillery,  fortifications,  and 
military  stores.  An  obvious  policy  suggested  the  measure 
of  associating  with  him,  in  the  muhipiied  labours  of  this 
department,  a  citizen  of  the  State,  of  a  studious,  active, 
and  intelligent  disposition,  with  the  title  of  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral, and  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  the  school 
of  artillery,  one  hundred  men  were  to  be  instructed  at  a 
time,  in  rotation,  so  as  to  communicate  the  desired  know- 
ledge to  the  whole  regiment,  of  Avhieh  Thomas  Marshall 
was  appointed  Colonel,  George ^luter,  Lieutenant-Colo-  • 

Tiel,  and  Thomas  MathcAVs,  Major,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
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tion  of  the  men.  All  the  parts  of  the  State  susceptible  of 
attac  k  and  defence  >vere  to  be  pointed  out  by  the  Inspec- 
tor Geiural,  and  batteries  and  other  works  erected,  with 
magazines  in  ilieir  vicinity.  ^ 

A  s^umsi  the  Western  enemies  of  the  State,  an  expediiion 
was,  at  this  time  conterapIate<l ;  its  important  result  will 
be  n.oticed  in  the  sequel.  "Wc  have  only  to  remark  at  pre- 
sent that  the  Legislature  placed  at  the  disposal  ef  the 
Executive  a  poriion  of  the  militia,  intended  to  co-operato 
with  the  regular  force  destined  for  that  entei'prize,  planned 
by  Colonel  George  R.  Clarke,  and  confided  to  his  adven- 
turous spirit.  At  the  same  time,  measures  were  adopted 
to  afford  security  to  (he  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
in  those  measures  Maryland  was  invited  to  join-  With 
North-Carolina  a  plan  for  maritime  defence  was  also  con- 
certed!. A  Captain  Yerby,  of  Lancaster  county  had,  upon 
conditions  injurious  to  the  justice  and  honour  of  (he  Com- 
monwealth* treacherously  delivered  to  two  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war  a  French  vessel,  peaceably  trading  in  th^i 
ports  of  Virginia,  in  full  reliance  on  that  protection  which 
every  independent  country  extends  to  neutral  commerce. 
The  vengeance  of  the  offended  laws  was  called  on  his  head, 
and  the  consequences  of  individual  pcrfidiousness  thus  pre- 
vented from  affecting  the  national  interest,  by  exciting  dis- 
trust and  resentment  abroad. 

Among  the  numerous  appointments  which  took  pjace 
during  this  session,  we  remark  that  of  John  Banister,  and 
Tliomas  Adams  to  the  General  Congress ;  and  of  James 
Madison  to  the  Council  of  State.  Mv.  Madison  had  rapidly 
ascended  on  the  political  horizon  of  his  country,  and  the 
early  effulgence  of  his  virtues  and  talents,  promised  to  her 
constellation  of  sages,  another  luminary  of  transcendent 
brightness. 

Vast  tracts  of  unappropriated  lands  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters of  the  St^tc,  opened,  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs, 
an  incalculable  resource.  A  scheme  was  accordingly  form- 
ed to  dispose  of  those  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
sinking  fund,  in  aid  of  the  taxe«,  for  discharging  the  public 
debt.  All  entries  for  such  lands  were  now  suspended  by. 
Legislative  authority.  A  loan  office  was  designed,  in  which 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  should  be  sold,  on  moderate 
terms,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  No  family  was  alloAved 
to  purchase  more  than  four  hundred  acres.  As  to  the 
claims  of  certain  individuals  to  unpatented  lands  in  the 
Western  section  of  Virginia,  they  were  subjected  to  future 
discussion  and  adjustment.  The  resohitions  relative  to 
these  different  points,*  closed  the  labours  of  this  Session 
of  tlie  General  Assembly,  on  the  S^ith  of  January,  177S. 
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Vanfonxnent  af  VaUcij-Forge — Sxifferings  of  the  fraops 
there — Causes  of  those  sufferinp;n — Happiiij  removed—' 
Flan  for  supplantinf;  Washington — ])efealed — UscfuU 
ness  of  Baron  Steuhen — Jlllack  on  Captain  IL  Lee — 
His  escape — And  promotion — .XeUfon  raises  a  voJunfeer 
corps  of  cnvalr]!  in  Virginia — Other  militai^j  events — 
Unsucceffsfnl  attempt  for  a  general  exchange  of  prion- 
ers — Alarm  m  England — Ministerial  efforts — Concilia- 
tory plan — Its  causes — French  rescript — Jfott*  received — 
Appointments  of  Commissioners  to  Amcricn — Earl  of 
Chatham  opposes  American  Independence — Dies — Rough 
draughts  of  the  eonciliatoru  hills  reach  Amcricu — Arc 
puMished — Their  contents — Proceedings  of  Congress  up- 
on them — Pardon  offered  by.  Congress  to  Loijalists — 
French  treaties  arrive — MagnanimHn  of  Louis  XVT — 
Conciliatory  hills  arrive  in  due  form — Arrival  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves — They  address  Congress — 
Second  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  Congress — .Xot 
anstvered — The  Commissioners  address  cacli  State — 
Threaten  extermination — Declaration  of  Congress  there- 
upon— Virginia  refuses  to  receive  the  manifesto  of  the 
Commissioners — The  Commissioners  effect  nothing, 

THE  novel  mode  of  cantonment  adopted  by  Washini^-    qh  j^p^ 
ton  did  not  orij^inafe  in  stern  indiiferenee  to  tlu;  sufferings       Xli. 

whicli  it  mi^bt  produce,  or  in  tbe  affectation  of  sinp^nlari-  '___ 

ty;  it  resulted  from  sound  military  and  patriotic  vi^^^ws,  — — — — — 
which  soon  developed  themselves,  and  i^avo  to  tbe  present       17 7S 
winter  unusual  activity.     All  intercoui'se  wi(h  (he  enemy  Cai»*ymment 
and  Philadelphia  was,    as  fai*  us  praefieable   ocoluded.  .tVallej- 
Since  tlie  occupation  of  that  eify  by  iheBritislu  Wasbinj;-  ^^^'S'^' 
ton  \\^t\  endeavoured  to  cut  off  (liose  supplies  witii  M'hich 
cupitlity  or  disaffection  was  ever  ready  (o  assist  tb<*m.     In 
effecting  this,  the  enterprizine;  Potter,  headiuf^  a  larj^e 
body  of  militia,  and  Captain  Henry  IjCC  of  tlie,  Virj;inla 
cavalry,  bad  rendered  essential  service.     The  (enfMM  of 
martial  law  would  have  remaijied  nnavailinj^,  if  not  \hn<^ 
supported.     Younj*.  ardent,  indefatiijjable,  tjce  peculiarly 
distinguished  himself  in  this  l)nld,  excursive  pa:Mizan  war- 
f.irc.     To  him,  and  in  the  hardy  Mortjan,  the  Weslrrn 
marajin  of  the  Scliuylkill  was  now  enlrnsted  ;  of  tlie  East- 
ern bank,  IVIajor  Jameson,  with  two  troops  of  borse.  as- 
sumed the  protection.     Smallwood  was  stationed  at  Wil- 
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CHAP,    mington  to  guard  that  part  of  ihe  Delaware,  and  .ArYn- 
XII.   ^  strong  took  part  at  Whire    Marsh,    for  a   correspoiidetit 
purpose.     The  valorous  Puhiski,  who,  by  contribuliiij^  to 
'"^         ~  the  establishiiM'nt  of  liberty  in  America,  sought  solace  for 
1778       *^^  '^^*  independence  of  his  own  country,  repaired  toTren* 
ton,  there  to  augment  and    instruct,  during  the   winter- 
months,  the  cavalry,  to  the  command  of  which  he  had  been 
appoir>t«*d. 
Sufferino-s       Tlie  hardships  which  Washington  had  anticipated,  and 
ofthe  troops  announced  to  his  troops,  were  soon  felt  in  a  degree  which 
There,  transcends  description,  ^^hiIst  the  fortitude  with  which  they 

were  endured  excites  admiration,  respect,  gratitude.  Th<y 
retrospect  of  such  sufferings  and  of  such  equanimity,  must 
enhance  for  ever  the  value  of  those  inestimable  blessingg 
which  they  contributed  to  purchase,  and  which  numberless 
generations  may  successively  enjoy,  if  they  have  but  wis- 
dom and  vrrtue  enough  to  preserve  them  If  ever  lurking 
pri>^ciples  of  corruption  and  degeneracy  should  enfeeble, 
in  the  breasts  of  Americans,  that  strong  attachment  which 
thev  now  manifest  for  lihetly.  and  endanger  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  we  call  upon  them  to  look  back, 
not  so  much  to  tiiat  holy  enlliusiasm  which  armed,  at  the 
beginning  of  tlie  contest,  every  class  of  citizens  against  the 
inroads  of  tyranny,  not  so  much  to  their  heroic  courage 
in  the  hour  of  battle,  as  to  the  noble,  manly,  incredible 
perseverance  which  they  displaced  under  the  complicated 
distresses  of  nakedness,  hunger,  and  disease  !  To  throw  a- 
way  a  prize  obtained  by  such  men,  and  at  such  expence, 
would  be  worse  than  infamy  !  But  the  foul  deed  is  impossi- 
ble. 

Those  distresses  arose  not  merely  from  the  inclemency 
ofthe  season.  They  chiefly  originated  in  want  of  clothes 
and  provisions,  and  in  the  defects  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment. 

In  groat  revolutions,  individuals,  and  even  bodies  of  men 
Causp-^of  are  often   betrayed  by  excessive   zeal  into  fatal  errors. 
thosesvf.T-  From  pure,  but   mistaken  views,  the   General  Congress, 
*"^^  blending  executive  functions  with  Legislative  powers,  had 

framed  a  system  of  administration,  the  machinery  of  which 
was  so  extensive  and  so  complex,  as  to  relax  its  springs^  and 
embarrass  and  slacken  its  movements.  The  duties  common- 
ly included  in  the  office  of  Commissary  General,  and  delega- 
ted to  subordinate  agents  accountable  to  the  head  of  that  de- 
prtment,  had  injudiciously  been  divided  into  several  district 
provinces,  entrusted  to  the  management  of  persons  appoint- 
ed by  Congress,  independent  on  each  other,  but  acting  under 
the  immediate  controul  of  tijat  supreme  Body.  The  conse- 
quences of  this  injurious  plan  were  soon  felt  by  the  army. 
Kedrcss  being  thus  placed  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the 
sufferers,  and  its  means  retarded,  instead  of  accelerated, 
neglect  and  abuses   became  almost  intolerable.    To  this 
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were  added  the  ill  effects  of  depreciation^  and  of  thie  almost    CHAP. 
total  annlliilatiou  of  foreign  commerce.     Tlie  immense  de-       Xil. 
ficiency  in  the  supplies  required,  could  not  be  filled  up  by 
the  prizes  of  American  privateers,  numerous  as  they  were,  ■     ^' 

by  tlie  occasioual  adventures  from  France,  and  otlier  1778 
friendly  European  countries,  or  by  the  seizures  of  goods 
authorized  by  law,  in  the  different  States  ;  and  not  unfre- 
quendy,  wtjile  the  arm.>  tJms  laboured  under  accumulated 
distresses,  large  quantities  of  clothes  and  provisions  lay  up* 
on  the  road  and  in  the  woods,  where  they  perished  for  want 
of  prompt  and  adequate  transportation.  In  February 
4778*  no  fewer  than  3989  men  were  returned  incapable 
lor  action  from  almost  absolute  nakedness  !  Tlie  hospiv 
tals  wore  an  aspect  scarcely  less  deplorable.  They  were 
little  bi  Iter  than  receptacles  of  protracted  anguish,  almost 
generally  terminating  in  death.  The  sick  were  left,  ia 
most  cases,  without  those  attentions  which  their  situation 
claimed — without  proper  remedies — without  even  that 
cheap  and  light  food  which  their  morbid  appetites  craved 
•-whilst,  O  shame  indelible  !  Some  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  direction  of  the  hospitals,  appropriated  to 
their  own  use,  or  dishonestly  sold,  the  wine,  sugar  and  otliep 
articles  destined  for  the  poor,  debilitated,  suffering  sol- 
dier. 

Washington  saw  these  abuses,  and  indignantly  frowned  jj  .. 
upon  them.  The  Congress  listened  to  the  impressive  ap-  mov^?'  ^^' 
peal,  which  he  made  to  their  feelings,  to  their  wisdom,  to 
their  justice,  in  behalf  of  his  beloved  troops.  The  evil 
was  probed  to  the  quick,  and  the  remedy  promptly  and  ef- 
ficiently applied  ;  but  had  the  hold  of  Washington  ou  the 
aftection  of  his  men  bt'en  less  potent,  had  he  not  exercised 
for  the  salvation  of  his  country,  that  ascendency  which  his 
virtues,  his  zeal,  and  his  abilities  gave  him,  or  had  he 
been  less  energetic  in  calling  upon  Congress  to  extirpate 
the  canker  which  thus  preyed  on  the  vitals  of  the  army,  it 
is  impossible  to  determine  how  fatal  the  result  might  have 
been.  Equally  fortunate,  perhaps,  for  the  liberties  of  A- 
inerica  Wiis  the  unaccountable  supineness  of  Sir  William, 
who,  apparently  immerged  in  the  luxuries  of  another  Ca- 
pua, made  no  effort  to  improve  to  his  own  advantage  the 
distresses  of  his  oppotiont !  Iloslile  enterprize  was  parti- 
cularly apprehended,  whilst  the  different  divisjous  o^the 
army  were  subjected  to  inoculation.  " 

'I  he  attachment  of  the  troops  to  AVashington,  their  es-  pianforsiup- 
teem  for  his  transcendent  wortli.  which  had  so  happily  con-  planting 
tributed  to  silence  every  murmur   in  the  midst  of  multi-  Washington 
plied    suflcrings,    now  devolved  a  powerful  combination, 
aiming  at  no  less  than  his  I'cmoval  fi^oni  the  supreme  com- 
mand of  the  army.    The  Ltgislat  ure  o  i*  PcMns^y  1  vania  warm- 
ly resented  his  having  refused  to  adopt  offensive  measures 
0)r  the  roeovery  of  their  Metropolis.     Several  members  of 
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CHAP.     Corfgtcs  disapproved  his  avowed  preference  of  fair  pup*- 
XII.       cliasc  to  military  compulsion,  even  for  tbe  most  imi>eriou8 
exigencies.     His  prudence  and  his  lenity  were  alike   mi»- 
■•■'  represented.     A  parly  was  fonned  to  hurl  him   from  the 

4-j<^o  summit  of  military  power,  and  to  give  to  General  GatcR 
the  chief  <ommand  of  the  American  armies.  Scarcely  any 
Congressional  Delegates,  South  of  the  Hudson,  sliared  in 
the  design.  How  far  Gates  himself  was  concerned  in  it, 
ea:«not  be  satisfactorily  ascertained.  His  dilatori-  order 
for  the  reiuforcemcHts  urged  by  Washington — his  affected, 
wchad  almost  s.ud,  contetuptuous  silence,  after  the  catas- 
trophe at  Saratoga,  and,  above  all,  his  correspendedco 
tvith  the  factionisi  Conway,  betrayed  an  ambitious  hope, 
if  not  an  ungenerous  intention.  On  this  occasion,  the  con- 
duet  ©f  AVashitigton  was  culm,  deliberate,  dignified.  It 
was  not  for  himself,  but  for  his  country,  that  lie  had  as- 
sumed, and  wislit^d  to  retain,  the  directiou  of  the  American 
iorces.  His  patriotism,  his  virtue,  had  often  been  tried  ; 
and  his  abilities  were  not  inferior  to  those  of  his  hitherto 
more  sucee-sfiJ  rival.  In  him,  too,  the  troops  >'ie\>ed  not 
only  tlie  skilful  and  gallant  leader,  but  the  native  of  that 
beloved  country  in  whose  defence  they  were  now  armed, 
the  faithful  and  inflexible  supporter  of  American  rights, 
the  friend,  the  parent  of  the  ariiuy,  ever  attentive  to  their 
Iiealtii  aiMl  comfort,  ever  sjjaring  of  their  blood,  ever  ready 
to  participate  in  their  hardships  and  dangers.  Faction  was 
aw  ed  ;  no  change  took  place  :  and  Washington's  useful- 
ness and  popularity  continued  to  increase.*  Gates  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  tbe  new  board  of  war,  a  post  of  irus^ 
and  dignity  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief.  Ilis  services  in  that  station  have  been  justly  ap- 
plauded. 

The  arrival  of  Baron  Steuben,  a  Prussian  officer,  who 
had  served  with  distinction  in  the  armies  of  tlK5  renowned 
Frederick,  was  another  auspicious  circumstance.     Deeply 
skilled  in  those  manceuvres  introduced  by  that  warlike  mo- 
narch,* and  the  principal  cause  of  the  superiority  which  his 
troops  so  wonderfully  displayed  in  battle,  the  Baron,  with 
t'sefu'nes  of  wni*enihliug  zeal,  trained  the  American  army  to  quickness. 
Baron  Steu-  precision,  and  regularity  of  tactics  ;  and  so    strongly  and 
*>«i™-  so  universally  felt  were  his  substantial  services,  that  his  al- 

mcs^mnj^iate  promotion  to  a  high   rank,f  excited   no 
jealousy,  even  among  the  most  punctilious. 

•  Botta  erroneously  assigns,  among-  the  causes  wliich  preserved  the 
chief  command  of  the  arniv  in  the  liands  of  Washington,  a  fear  of  indispos- 
ing France,  by  the  appointment  of  (iates,  a  native  of  England. — We  have 
jrocd  authority  to  assert  iliat  the  idea  never  entered  tlie  head  of  any  mem- 
ber of  Conpress.  Theplaaof  diiplacing  Washington  cliicfly  oi-iginate4 
in  local  and  bidividualjealoifSies,  and  was  indigniuitly  scouted 

f  Steuben  was  appointed  Inspector  General  of  the  army,  with  the  rank 
of  M.'tor  Gcitend,  in  tire  room  of  the  intiigTiing  luul   qu«mlous   Conway. 
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Thus  Avas  (lie  winter  usefully  employed  in  regeneratvr.!^    »  IIAP. 
llie  army.     In  the  spriiij;  it  issued  from  Valley  Fore;<^  wUli       XU. 
renovated  moral  am?  i>!i;sical  energies — every  «•  ji.uMjeut     ,___^__^ 
of  it  improved — meiiiorious  ofiicers  re/aii     '  iiC  ser-  '"^ 

vice  by  eommeitsurale  pay — the  unworthy  ?.o  ioi>'j:<^r  siiffe'.-  1778 
cd  to  disgrace  proCi-i'lonal  rank — «iupj)lics  seldom  lailiii.:; — 
the  ref-ruits,  in  piuportiori  as  they  arrived  Irom  the  diiter- 
cnt  sratcs,  incorporated  and  assimilated  v, i  i>  proinpUiud(5 
and  success — in  short,  order,  !Tfi:uiarity,  discipline  and 
strfutjth  were  zealously  infused  into  that  immense  hody, 
on  whose  exertions  Vsneriea  depended  for  relief  and  safely. 

In  ihi«  narr;Ui  ve.  of  wiiicli  Virginia  is  the  particular  snh- 
jcet,  v.c  naturally  dwell  with  compiaeeney  on  wliatever  is 
connected  >\ith  f  he  In  avery  and  enterpi'izc  of  her  sons. — • 
The  vigUanee  and  exertions  of  Capt.  Henry  Lee  and  his  March 28. 
bold  eoniradcs,  had  proved  too  fatal  to  the  enemy  not  to 
stimulate  ideas  of  revenge.  A  plan  to  surprise  both  him  Atiack  en 
and  his  troops,  in  their  quarters,  was  aceortliugly  arranged.  ^'^P'  ^^ 
By  a  circui'ous  nocturnal  march,  a  numerous  corps  of 
hostile  cavalry  reached-  about  break  of  day,  the  station 
occupied  In  Lee — seized,  witliout  tomnmnicating  the  a- 
larm.  on  four  of  his  palrolc« — wounded  and  secured  his 
Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  whom  they  met  n«-ar  tlie  house, 
"which  they  now  surrounded  and  attacked — only  ten  men, 
including  Lee  and  Major  Jameson,  wJio  accidentally  hap- 
pened to  be  present,  were  in  ilic  assailed  edifice — a,  num- 
ber scarcely  sufficient  to  fui'iiish  a  man  to  each  window — 
with  so  much  gallantry  anil  skill,  however,  did  this  small 
band  withiu,  repel  the  assault,  that  the  enemy  retired  with 
loss  and  disgrace.  They  had  a  Serjeant  and  three  men, 
with  several  horses  killed  ;  and  an  officer  and  three  uicn 
wounded.  Lee.  besides  the  capture  of  his  four  patroles  His  escr^pe 
and  Quarter-Master  Seijcant,  had  one  man  killed  ;  the 
brave  Lieutenant  Lindsay  and  one  private,  were  wounded. 
Washington,  whose  delight  it  uniformly  was  «o  weave  tlie 
laurel  wreath  round  the  brow  of  ;#ei  it.  host  owed,  in  the  ^J^^^  P'<^'-^ 
most  fialtering  terms,  his  (hanks  and  applause  on  CapJain 
Lee  and  his  gallant  comrades.  To  icw;- rii  his  zealous  ser- 
vices during  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  as  well  as  his 
courage  on  this  occasion,  Congress  pron^oted  Lee  to  t!-e 
rank  of  Major,  giving  him  at  the  same  time,  the  command 
of  an  independent  parlizan  corps,  to  consist  of  three  troops 
of  cavalry. 

The  importance  of  this  species  of  force  had  ind^iced  Con-  ^'^e^^""  r;ui- 
grcss  torecominenu  to  the  American  States  raising  v(nuu-  tecr  corps cf 
leer  corps  of  light  cavalry,  to  act  with  the  grand  army, 


whose  fault!,  hov.evcr,  were  expiate^  by  a  noble  instance  of  candour,  h'^- 
foreheq.ut.ted  Anieii*a.     See  Marshail.  Ubi  Sipiii. 
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during  the  next  campaign.  The  appeal  was  not  lost  on  the 
gallant  Nelson,  wl»om  w<^  have  seen  heading  the  forces  of 
the  (;omim)nwt'alth  of  Virginia,  the  preceding  summer, 
'  when  the  apjieaiance  of  the  Brifish  fleet  in  the  Chessapeake 
created  feais  of  an  invasion.  He  immediately  engaged  in 
forming  a  regiment  of  horse,  composed  of  such  lovers  of 
their  country  and  its  cause  as  should  voluntarily  enlist  in 
its  service.  *'  1  address  myself,*  he  said,  to  the  true  sons 
"  ofliherty.  Of  such,  and  such  only,  this  corps  must  be 
<'  composed.  There  are  many  Gentlemen  in  this  Sate 
*<  whose  fortunes  will  enable  them  to  equip  themselves, 
"  They  should  step  forth,  and  set  the  example.  I  wish  not, 
«  however,  to  confine  volunteers  to  this  class.  We  have 
«  among  us  noble  spirited  young  men,  whose  patriotic 
"  zeal  would  prompt  them  to  join  us,  did  not  their  inabili* 
*<  ty  in  point  of  fortune  prevent  them.  Pity  tiiat  they 
**  sliould  be  depi'ivcd  of  the  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
«  lljeniselves  !  To  cnahh'  such,  therefore,  to  enter  into 
♦'  this  service.  1  propose  that  siich  sljould  be  furnished 
"  with  a  horse  an<l  accoutrements  by  subscription  in  their 
•*  respective  counties  ;  and  surely  those  who  remain  at 
"  home,  «'n]oying  all  the  blessings  of  domestic  life,  will  not 
*^  liesitate  to  contribute  liberally  for  such  a  purpose. — On 
"  the  25lh  day  of  May,  I  expect  to  meet  at  Fredericks- 
"  bura:  such  of  you  as  wish  to  disiinguisli  yourselves  in 

**  this  contest." ?^elson  was  universally  esteemed  and 

beloved  :  his  voice,  his  example  re-animated  that  glorious 
spirif,  which,  after  the  struggle  of  J  7^-5  and  1776,  seemed 
to  have  lapsed  into  a  nioiiientaiy  slumber.  Several  young 
men  of  f<»rlune  joined  his  banners.  The  Gazettes  of  that 
day!  mention,  with  just  praise,  the  General's  two  brothers, 
Iltigh  and  Ro])i'rt  Nelson,  and  I^cwis  Burwell  of  Gloucester, 
who,  after  setting  on  fool  in  his  county,  a  subscription,  to 
w  hicb  iie  himself  largely  contributed,  to  equip  young  men 
for  that  service,  turned  out  likewise  as  a  volunteer.  Pub- 
lic liberality  aided  i^lividual  efforts:  the  contemplated 
corps  was  soon  formed  and  equipped — It  was  on  its  march 
to  join  t!ie  grand  army,  when  the  removal  of  the  enemy 
from  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  rendered  its  immediate  em- 
ployment unnecessary.  Consjress,  however,  did  not  see 
without  pleasure  and  gratitude  this  new  manifestation  of 
patriotic  fervor  from  Virgit»ia.  kelson  and  his  generous 
comrades  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  supreme 
National  Council.  But  let  us  not  break  tjie  chain  of  e- 
vents. 

A  second  expedition  planned  ugainst  Canada,  and  to  be 
conducted  by  the  adventurous  and  gallant  La  Fayette,  was 


•  See  Dixon  and  Hunter's  Virginia  Gazette — April  17,  1778 
t  Pui-die's  Vii^^iiiia  Gazette-— May  1, 1778. 
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necessarily,  though  n4uctantly  abamloned,  the  siinat'on     CHAP. 
of  tlie  ('ound'y.  and  the  ohjecls  of  the  next  campaign,  re-       XII. 
quire(I  a   concentration  of  resources,   inconipatilile  with 
scliemes  of  conquest.  ''■' 

-  The  vigilance  exercised  by  General  Washington  to  re-  ^^70 
strain  the  enemy  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  protecf  i!ie 
circumjacent  coiuilry,  gave  a  keener  edge  to  hostile  stra- 
tagem and  enterprize.  The  British  made  sui'cessful  in- 
cursions into  Jersey ;  Mawhood  and  Simeoe  left,  in  that 
devoted  S(ale.  traces  of  devastation  and  barbarity  still  re.- 
membercd  witU  ahliorrence — in  this  peKy  war,  La  Fayette 
narrowly  <^scaped  surprize  and  utter  defeat.  To  cover  the 
country  North  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  iiitercept  ravaging 
j)artles  of  tiie  enemy,  he  had  been  detached  over  that  ri- 
ver, with  about  two  thousand  choice  troops,  and  taken  post 
ten  nnlcs  in  fi*ont  of  the  Arnw  at  V^alley  Forge.  His  ex- 
poscil  situation  did  not  eseape  the  foe,  and  a  plan  to  cut 
him  off  was  immediately  formed.  Through  the  negligence 
of  some  militia,  whom  La  Fayette  had  directed  to  guard 
his  left  Hank,  but  who  did  not  comply  with  the  order. 
General  Grant  at  the  head  of  five  thousand  men,  advanced, 
in  the  night  along  the  Delaware,  and.  inclining  to  the  left, 
stationed  part  of  his  corps  in  the  rear  of  tlic  Marquis,  he- 
tween  him  and  V  alley-Forge.  A.t  the  same  time,  a  strong 
detachment,  under  his  guidance,  took  post  at  a  ford,  two 
or  three  miles  in  front  of  La  Fayette's  right  flank,  on  the 
South  side  of  the.  Schuylkill.  The  dawn  of  the  following 
day  disclosed  to  the  youthful  leader  the  extent  of  his  dan- 
ger— which  was  at  the  same  time,  announced  to  him  bya- 
iarm  guns  from  Valley -Forge.  With  a  !»rom;>titnde  and 
decision,  inspired  bv  that  masterly  coitp  d'oeil  which  dis- 
tinguishes military  gejiius,  lia  Fayette  instantly  marched 
his  troops  to  Matson's  Ford,  nearer  to  the  British  Gene- 
ral*tliau  to  himself,  and  without  being  intercepted  re- 
crossed  the  Schuylkill,  and  took  possession  of  the  high 
grounds  ou  the  other  side,  saving  his  artillery,  and  losing 
only  nine  men  in  this  retreat,  on  which  General  Washing- 
ton and  Grant  himself,  bestowed  a  well  deserved  compli- 
ment. 

In  a  war  like  the  present,  possessing  so  strong  a  tenden- 
cy to  infuriate  the  rancorous  and  vindictive  passions  of  the 
human  heart,  that  generosity  wliich.  among  civilized  na- 
tions, meliorates  the  condition  of  prisoners  seemed  to  have 
heen  forgotten  by  Great-Britain.  Slie  persisted  in  treating 
the  Americans,  not  as  enemies,  but  as  rehel*.  Her  Ge- 
nerals and  Admirals  murdered  them  in  cold  blood,  in  their 
prisons  and  prison-ships,  by  suffocation,  filth,  hunger,  and 
nakedness,  refusing  to  them  the  food  and  rayment  pro- 
vided by  piildic  authority,  or  private  affection  and  sympa- 
thy— with  gold  and  nourishment  tempting  those  virtuous 
citizcnB,  in  the  agonies  of  misery  and  despair,  to  dip  their 
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Alarm  in 
Eiig-land- 


hands  in  (lie  blood  of  their  countryiwen — and,  it  was  said, 
dooh  iii.sj;  tiit'iij.  in  At'iiea  and  Jrulia,  to  the  horrors  ol' shi- 
verj.  The  represciilaiiosis  of  (he  American  Commissioners 
in  Franee,  on  (his  atfociin^^  suhject,  a(  first  to  Lord  Stor- 
n)ou(,  and  anerwiii-ds  lo  the  Ministers,  had  met  witli  un- 
feeling rejjiiise,  and  popuhir  sensibility  alone  had  reliev- 
ed (he  suirerings  of  Ameriean  prisoners  in  T^nj^land.  In 
Ne%v  York,  (heii  distresses  had  been  aggrava(ed  by  (he 
grossest  iiistilts,  as  already  stated  in  (he  course  of  ournar- 
ra(ivc.  General  Lee  himself  had  been  (reatetl  as  a  S(atc 
crinnnal  of  the  first  ma,^ni(ude,  un(il  relaliadon  and  (he 
capture  of  B'lr^oyue,  indueed,  in  his  favour,  a  relaxation 
fi'oui  sys  !ina(ie  anilunjuslifiable  rigour  ;on  (hcolherhand, 
Con.^'!''";S  '•  ('esirous,  since  (hey  could  not  prevent,  at  least 
to  a!h'^i;i(e  liie  calamities  of  Avar,  had  (to  use  (heir  omu 
Avovds)  suidied  (o  spare  (hose  Avho  uere  in  arms  against 
thenj,  and  (o  li.i;h(en  (he  chains  of  caplivity.*' 

General  Washington,  who  deeply  sympathized  witli  the 
distresses  of  his  soldiers,  especially,  in  siluations  so  pecu- 
liarly alfecfing,  endeavoured,  at  this  (ime,  to  establish 
wi(h  Sir  William  a  general  cartel  for  a  fair  and  satisfactory 
exchange  of  prisoner*.  His  humane  and  liberal  views  did 
not  meet  wi(h  correspondent  ideas  and  feelings.  Mutual 
recrimiuaiion,  and  a  frigid,  ignoble  policy  defeated  the 
benevolent  scheme.  Only  a  partial  exchange  could  be  a- 
greed  upon.  It  restored  to  America  many  valuable  offieers 
an<i  soldiers.     3lajor-Generai  Lee  shared  in  its  benefits. 

The  surrender  of  Burgoyue,  the  slow,  unprofitable  con- 
quests of  General  Ilowe,  and  his  ultimate  abandonment  of 
the  field  befr/e  an  American  army,  produced  in  England 
astonisliMUMit,  discontent,  han)iliation,  and  despondency. 
The  ^Ministers  had  poured  on  America  the  plenitude  of 
their  wrath.  Tlhey  had  armed  against  her  numerous  and 
powerful  fleets — ransacked  England,  Scotland  and  Irelatid 
for  men — hire<l  petty  German  Princes  to  a  disgraceful  traf- 
fic of  fljeir  ssihjects,  in  favour  of  the  royal  cause — nay,  as- 
sociated to  that  cause  savage  allies — they  had  left  Great- 
Britai.i  in  su«'h  a  defenceless  state,  that  she  might  well 
trciub'.e  for  her  safely — they  had  almost  ruined  her  trade, 
and  expended  millions  of  money — all  this,  and  more,  they 
had  done  to  conquer  Atneriea.  and  such  was  the  result  of 
three  eampuigns! — their  arnsies  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow 
of  their  origia<il  strength  and  splendonr — one  with  all  its 
baggage,  artillery  and  stores,  coiiij)elied  to  surrender  to 
the  vict<trious  arms  of  A^nerieans,  the  other,  tacitly  lo 
confess  its  inferiority,  and  to  retreat  behind  strong  works 
for  shelter.  France,  too,  pro!)ab!y  impelled  to  deeishe 
measures  by  events  so  consonant  to  her  wishes.  'I'Jicse 
considerations  presented  to  the  people  gloomy  proh^pects  of 
dangc!',  distress,  and  ruin:  to  the  ^linister?,  they  piesagcd 
ihe  ultimate  prostration  of  their  proud  h:>pes,  and  favour 
ite  plans. 
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t^itli  bitter  censure  on  the  errors  ami  infatuation  of  Cii  \P. 

these  Ministers,  the  Parliamentary  session  of  1777.  dosed  XiL 
on  the  10th  of  December,  the  two  Houses  adjourning  to 

the  20th  of  the  next  month.     That  censure  was  from  the  .     ~^'- 


177S 


0i)|)osition.  By  aeorrupt  majorily  liheral  pecuniary  sujjplies 
were  granted  to  the  Crown  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year. 

Had  no  otlier  causes  precluded  further  purchases  of  men  Mini  seil^i 
in  (jiermany,  the  dispute  wliieh.  about  this  time,  broke  ^*^o"^^'' 
out  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prus'^ia  for  I  ho 
Bavarian  suceessio!).  woul<l  alone  have  cut  cfl*  that  dis- 
gracef|A  resource.  Tlie  Ministers  and  ibcir  friends  wer.e, 
therefore,  compelled  to  pursu«»  another  plan.  This  was  to 
to  levy  new  troops  by  a  voluntary  sTipply  frou)  llir  people. 
IVIaachester  and  Liverpool  led  (he  way,  and  itnmediately 
offered  eaeb  a  reginient  of  1.000  men.  Instead  of  joining 
the  minis4:ri'ial  plialanx.  London  and  Bristol  vehemently 
remonstrated  against  the  war.  Walrs  furnisli'.'d  souk;  in- 
dej)endent  companies;  hut  from  prejudice  and  interest,  as 
well  as  from  an  inbred  martial  sjjjrit,  Scotland  siood  fore- 
most in  this  liherticide  levy.  Kdinhnrg'i  and  Glasgow 
raised  regiments  of  1,000  men  eaeb;  and  (he  descendants 
of  ancient  and  renowned  Cineftains  in  tlie  Highlands,  esn- 
bodied,  at  their  own  expenee.  considerable  numbers  of  itj- 
digent  and  deluded  retainers.*  Large  sul)seri|>tJons  ^Yerc 
likewise  opened  and  filled,  in  several  places,  to  support  the 
anlhoritij  of  Gveat-Britain  over  her  rebellions  Colonics  in 
Jlmerica. 

The  returning  Session  of  Parliament  disclosed  to  the 
nation  and  to  the  world,  the  alarming  sta(c  of  Britisb  af- 
fairs in  America.! 


•  See  Appendix,  No.  3. 

t  The  subjoiiied  facts  were  stated  by  ^fr.  Fox  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  House  of  Lords : 

The  British  army  in  Noi'th- America  was  in 

1774  6,884  men"^ 

1775  11,219  I    83  men  of  war  and  ai-med  ves-els. 

1776  45,865  f   22,337  their  comnlement  of  me;.. 

1777  48,616         J 

The  losses,  accordinp;'  to  the  hast  returns  Laid  before  the  H.nv     • 
19,381  hy  death,  desertion,  or  otlierwise."^ 
5,.336  prisoners.  C   mltmd  s::rr,v. 

4,639  sick.  5 

4,314  lost  of  the  n.avy. 
36,731  remains  of  the  "army,  in  Piiiiadelphia,  New-York,  Rhode-Islaii  1, 
and  Canada. 

I-.03ses  of  merchants  hv  capture  of  tlieir  vciscls,       -  -       I-  2,6G0,C00 

Diminutin  of  African"  trade  annually,         -                      -  1,400.000 

I'.xtra  exp'jiiccs  forthe  ibar  last  years,  viz.  war  expences,  23,894,782 

.I'urther  expen(;es  necessary  to  settle  all  matters,  even  if  7          ^  rnn  O'lO 

peace  should  be  iiriir.i  ;}iarelv  concliulcd.  S          -yJ-J'^J,"^ 
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CHA.P,        Then  it  was  Hiat  Lord  North,  abamloiiiug  llie  original 
XII.       ground  of  dispute,  began  to  speak  of  conciliation.   a«»d 

proposed  to  appoint  C'oniinissioners,  to  adjust  all  existing 

~**~~'"^"  differences  witli  tlie  Conj^ress, .  as  a  body  lav.  fully  asseiu- 
UIe<!,  and  represcnrinjr  America ;  in  short  to  yield  ev^vy 
thing,  except  Indepoiidcnce.  Be  developed  his  views  in  a 
Conciliatory  lo"g>  able,  iUid  eloquent  speecFi.  By  all  he  Mas  heard 
plan.  with  surprize,  by  some  with  mortification,  by  others  with 

resenlment.  A  sullen,  gloonjy  silence  ensued.  Anxjdy, 
fear,  and  discmitenl  manifested  HiemscUTs.  The  national 
strength  and  resources  were  yet  adequate  to  a  continuance 
of  the  struggle  in  Aineric5i.  Some  awful  blow  Ma^there- 
for.e,  conjeclured  in  some  <  ther  quarter,  and  to  this  blow 
the  dismayed  friends  of  a'iministration  ascribed  the  relin- 
quishment of  measures  hitherto  pursued  with  pertinacity 
.  and  even  violence. 
Its  cause.  ^^''*  ^'*'^  explained  the  real  cause  of  the  present  ininis-^ 

terial  despondency.     He  iiilormed  tlie  llonsc  that  France 
Feb.  17.     had  entered  into  friendly  arrangements  with  (he  Americuu 
States,  and  Itis  in(bt'nia'.ion  was  not  contradicted. 

fn  effect,  the  preliusiuuiies  of  two  treaties,  one  of  friend- 
shi[)  and  commerce,  the  other  of  eventual  defensive  al- 
liatTce,  had  heen  delivered  by  the  Chevalier  Gerard,  on 
the  t6«ii  of  December,  1777,  to  the  >merican  Commis- 
sioners. Thny  were  concluded  and  signed  at  Paris  on  the 
6th  of  February,  177S,  The  watchful  jealousy  of  Lord 
Stormont,  the  Britislj  Ambassador,  soon  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  i!iis  ];'.st  occurrence  ;  ami  is  litth;  mor,-  than  two 
days  after  it  look  place,  it  reached  the  British  Cabinet. 

The  intelligence  was  alarming.  It  rallied  round  tho 
English  premier,  in  what  was  now  deemed  a  prudent  re- 
treat, both  the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  adminis- 
tration. The  concilialory  propositions  of  Lord  North 
were  hurried  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  l)e- 
y  fore    tlsey  could  be   formnlly  sanctioned,  they  were  for- 

warded to  America,  in  hopes  of  their  preceding  the  intel- 
ligence of  what  bad  been  done  in  France,  and  of  thus  pre- 
venting the  ratification  by  Congress  of  the  treaties  alluded 
to.  Illusory  hopes  !  Hie  hour  of  practicability  and  good 
humonr  had  cl;?psed.  Now  it  was  that  the  prophetic  ad- 
luouitlons  of  the  eloquent  Burk<'  applied  with  pecr.liar 
force.  "  Conciliation  failing,  had  said  that  penetrating 
"  Statesmen,  in  1775,  force  remains  ;  but  force  failing 
*'  there  is  no  farther  hope  of  concilia! ion.  Power  and 
<•  authority  may,  indeed,  be  bought  by  kindness,  but  they 
"  cannot  be  begged  as  alms,  by  an  impoverished  aud  de- 
*'  r«.'ale<l  violence." 
French re^  Itwouhlhave  been  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
script.  French  Monarch,  to  draw  a  veil  of  secrecy  over  the  ar- 

rangements entered  into  with  the  United  Slates;  nor  was 
it  his  inlcutiou  to  conceal  transaction^  founded  in  justice 
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to  hiinsejf,  and  magnanimiiy  toward*  the  new  Republic.     CHAP, 

Accordingly,  lie  nMiilicil  to  tlie  Cal)inet  of  St.  James,  thvo'       XII. 

the  Marquis  De  Nuailles,  his  Vi»')assa(lor  nt  London.  <hc  s=:=as« 

treaty  of  amity  and  coininprce  already  mentioued,  <oj;et!ier       177c 

AvilJi  the  eventual  measures  taken  (o  enforce  it,  and  gave 

to  (he  American  Commissioneis  a  public  and  splendid  au-    ^-rch  13, 
,!•„  *  *  and  21. 

uience. 

Peace  with  France  mij^ht  still  have  been  preserved.  In- 
deed, tlie  rescrij)(  delivered  to  the  British  (Jonrt  by  the 
diplomatic  reprtsmlative  of  Louis,  though  it  announced  a 
determination  on  his  part  to  protect  the  righis  of  his  sub- 
jects and  fhedignity  of  liis  flag,  breathed  a  pacifie  temper. 
The  pride  of  tlie  English  Monarch  chose  to  consider  the  Howfe- 
whole  as  an  unprovoked  insult  on  the  honor  of  his  Crown,  ceived. 
as  an  ungenerous  aggression  on  the  essential  interests  of 
his  Knipire.  No  declaration  of  war  was  immediately 
niade — but  diplomatic  intercourse  ceased — and  both  na- 
tions prepared  for  hostilities  with  equal  activity. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  conciliatory  bills  having  passed  Appoin'tu 
through  the  roquisi;e  fort- is.  were  dispatched  to  America,  mentof 
with  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  William  Eden,    and  George  Commissi. 

o      onci's  to 

Johnstone,  as  Commissioners,  to  act  with  the  Admiral,  Americx 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or,  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  the  latter,  with  Sir  HenryClint  on.  Johnstone  was  known 
as  an  opponent  of  the  measures  against  America  j  the  0-  * 

ther  Commissioners  were  zealous,  an«!  even  violent  Minis- 
terialists. They  sailed  for  New- York,  on  the  i22d  of 
April. 

An  eifort  was  made  by  some  Members  of  the  opposition     April  ?. 
to  enlarge  the  ground,  and  secure  the  success  of  the  nego- 
eiation,  by  relinquishing  the  desperate  grasp  of  Great- 
Britain  at  sovereignty,  and  acknowledging  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  American  States.     In  ihis  ert'n-t,  the  Earl  of  EarlofCha? 
Chatham  did  not  unite  with  his  friends.     Critish  suprema-  *^*"\*^P' 
ey  was  his  idol ;  and  he  could  not  ln^  reconciled  to  a  sepa-  |?-;^^in  inde- 
ration  of  interest  which  Ije  emphatically  styled  '<  the  set-  peudejice. 
ting  of  the  Britisli  sun."     He  seems  to  have  thougiit  that 
the  terms  now  olfered  were  suffieienl  to  i-estore  the  primi- 
tive union  and  friendship.     The  motives  of  Congress  for 
assuming  independence,  he  considered  as  wholly  pruden- 
tial— to  obtain  assistance  abroa(! — and  to  prevent  at  homo 
the  dangers  of  half-doubting  measures — anarchy — or  mili- 
tary Crumwclls.    If  the  American  leaders  shoiild  once  feel 
the  ground   sure  and  solid   nn<!erneath   their  feet,    they 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  iiuluced  to  lireuk  the  talisruan    - 
dissolve  the  charm — and   burst  the  bladcier  tint  iioated 
them  through  wide  seas,  in  spite  of  Ministerial  blasts^  and 
violence.     And  should  America  perlinaclonsly  cling  to  her 
declined  Independence,  Great-Bii<ain,  lie  suid,  still  pos- 
sesses! the  means  of  supporting  nnd  enfoicing  her  rights — 
and  none  but  cowards  and  traitors  would  refuse  to  act  in 
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suchacaase."  lo  a  fccbie,  cxhtmsted  state  of  health,  he 
had  eoniQ  <o  the  House  of  Lords,  thus  to  a<hornu>  ?lic 
conslidJtionul  dependence  of  Ann'iiea — a<ie(iendenee  whiel^ 
infatuated  Mi.'iisleis  had  first  taui^lit  her  io  spurn,  and  to 
uhieh  not  even  the  genius  of  thr  t>;is:h(y  (  liatiiani  lould 
r.ow  irclaiin  her.  A  fainting  lit  was  the  eonseiucnfe  of 
Ills  waiuith  01)  this  oeeasion — it  was  also  ihe  prelude  of  bis 
doitli.  He  expired  slioj*  !y  lu'dT.  h.niented  -.xru  \re;ivun\ 
h;>  :iH  pariies.  'Ihe  tears  of  America  herself  lionourtd  liis 
memory.  Resentment  of  his  ultims^te  ^iews  v.as  absorbed 
in  Avai'uj  and  deeply  rooted  affeitiou  for  the  ardent  siip- 
por{ej'  of  na.'uiai  and  eliartered  rights — in  admiiation  for 
the  subiiniify  of  his  towering  abilities — and  for  those  vir- 
tues and  ser\ices  which  had  forgotten  to  reward  Ihenv 
selvcs. 

Many  otiier  Members  of  the  opposition  agreed  with  the 
Earl  ill  his  repugnance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  Ameri- 
ean  Inccpendenee.  and  in  his  resolution  to  nseet  the  dan- 
gers of  pioiracted  and  extended  war  The  proposition  of 
the  Duke  of  liiehmond  to  recall  the  Biiiisli  forces  from 
America,  to  recognize  her  sovereignty,  and  to  negoiiatc 
an  advantageous  co'.nnicrcial  treaty  was,  therefore,  reject- 
ed by  a  considerable  majority,  it  was  determined  to  cob- 
liuue  a  wasting,  hopeless  struggle,  if  the  terms  conveyed 
iv"  the  Commissiouers  should  fail  of  (heir  contemplated  ef- 
i'eet 

As  this  attempt  at  conciliation,  fruitless  as  it  was,  consti- 
tutes a  remarkable  epoch  in  tl;e  history  of  tlse  revolution, 
we  shall  here  throw  into  one  point  of  view  the  stibsequent 
circumstances  connected  with  it,  dwelling  upon  each  par- 
ticular, in  proportion  to  its  relative  importanee. 

'J'he  rough  draughts  of  the  eouciliatoi'y  bills  reached 
Anjcrica  early  iti  April.  The  effervescence  of  opinion 
which  an  ofier  of  peace  upon  the  terms  originally  recjuired 
by  America,  was  calculated  to  produce  among  the  peojde, 
seems  to  have  alarmed  the  steady  friends  of  Independence. 
It  was  apprehended  lest  the  existing  popular  distresses, 
and  the  prospect  of  contiimed  hardships,  should  Congress 
reject  t!ie  proffered  conditions,  might  swell  the  toirent  of 
tlisaffeetion,  so  as  finally  to  overwhelm  the  views  and  the 
hopes  of  the  firmest  patriots.  Under  apprehensions  of 
this  kind,  Geueriil  Washington,  upon  receiving  the  yet 
vague  and  doubiful  intelligence  of  a  new  conciliatory  plan, 
suggrsited  to  Congress  the  policy  of  preventing  (his^Minis- 
lc-  iai  poisoa  from  1^'iiig  circulated  through  the  >eins  of  a 
body  politic,  which,  jHrhars.  had  not  yet  attained  suflici- 
cnr  vi;:;our  and  maturity  to  b.afde  its  malignant  ijinuctice. 

S«<onj  however,  a  ci: cumstance  occurrKJ  -wlsicli  induced 
Congress  tt»  prefer  a  Icii  and  correct  puldkai ion  of  these 
di"iHg]its.  io  tlic  partial  a'ld  secret  manner  in  which  ihc^ 
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were  industriously  circulated  by  the  emissaries  of  the  ene-    CHAP 

Major  General  Trvon,  the  last  Royal  Gorernor  of  ^e^v- 

York,  enclosed  to  General  Washington,  a  copy  of  the  bills,  = »• 

vilh  a  certificate  of  the  legiiimuey  of  their  origin,  and  a       .J^ 
request  that  they  shouhl  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  be 
communicated  to  the  army. 

WasJiington  immediately  transmitted  to  Congress    this  ^?r\\  18. 
extraordinary  certificate,  and   to  u«e  his  own   words,  the 
still  more  extraordinary  and  impertinent  request  of  Go- 
vernor Tryon. 

By  the  first  of  the  enclosed  draughts,  it  was  declared 
that  >'  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  would  J^f""^' 
not  impose  any  duty,   tax,  or  assessment,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  revenue  within  any  of  the  Colonies,  Provinces 
or  plantations,  except  only- such  duties  as  it  might  be  expe-  * 

dient  to  impose  for  the  regulations  of  commerce  ;  the  net 
produce  of  such  duties  to  be  always  paid  and  aopiied  to, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  Piovince,  or  plant  a't  ions,  in 
which  the  same  should  be  respectively  levied,  in  the  same 
mannev  as  other  duties  collected  under  the  authoritj  of  the 
General  Assemblies."  The  second  authorized  the  King 
"  to  appoint  Commissionci-s  with  full  powers  to  treat,  con- 
sult, ami  agree  with  any  assembly  of  men  whatsoever  in 
America,  and  even  with  individuals,  concerning  any 
grievances  existing  in  the  government  of  any  of  the  Colo- 
nies, or  in  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  extending  to  them, 
concerning  any  contributions  to  be  furnished  by  the  Colo- 
nies, and  concerning  any  other  regulations  which  might  be 
for  the  common  good  of  both  countries  ,•  witli  a  proviso  that 
such  agreement  should  not  be  binding  until  ratified  by  Par- 
liament. The  Commissioners  Avere  to  be  authorized  to 
proclaim  a  cessation  of  hostilities — to  restore  commercial 
intercourse — and  suspend  the  operation  of  all  obnoxious 
acts  of  Parliament,  passed  since  the  10th  of  February, 
1763,  in  any  of  the  Colonies  they  should  deem  fit  ;  and 
likewise  to  grant  pardons  to  all  descriptions  of  per- 
sons." 

The  whole  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  whose  report     Prcrced- 
could  scarcely  fail  of  lounteraeting  the  ill  effects  appre-  i"?so'  Con- 
hendedfrom  this  new    ministerial  scheme.     The  report  Sem."^'" 
here  alluded  to  rendered  probable  the  authenticiiy  of  the 
Dills  by  seven  distinct  arguments,  imputing  to  tluir  authors 
either  folly,  insidiousness.  impofenee,  or  vice.     It  then  in- 
vestigated the  nature  of  the  same  bills,  and,  after  establish- 
ing the  Aveakness  and  inbinceritv  of  tlic  t  i.emy,  concluded 
as  follows  :* 


All  the  details  relative,  not  only  to   this    traiis:,ctlcn,  bui  to    Milerior 
tlicts  of  pnmaiy  iraportanre  aieto  be  found  in  rx  pamphlet  published  ^t 
"  hme  by  Confess,  and  insei-ied  in  the  Remcmln-ancer  for  IZrS 
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CHAP.  *"*  It  appears  evident  to  your  Committee  that  the  sai'd 
XU.  **  bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears 
*<  of  the  good  people  of  these  States,  so  as  to  create  divi. 
'*  sions  among  them  and  a  defection  from  the  eommoD 
«  cause,  now  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  draw- 
<*  ing  near  to  a  favourable  issue— that  they  are  the  sequel 
April  22  *^  ^^  ^^*^*  insidious  plan,  which,  from  the  days  of  the  Stamp. 
*<  Act  down  to  the  present  time,  has  involved  this  cbun- 
"  ti'j'  in  contention  and  bloodshed—and  that,  as  in  olhei* 
^*  cases,  so  in  this,  although  eircumstances  may  force  ihem 
**  to  recede  from  their  unjustifiable  claims,  there  can  be  no 
«  doubt  but  they  will,  as  heretofore,  upon  the  first  favonr- 
"  able  occasion,  again  display  that  lust  of  domination, 
"  which  has  rent  in  twain  the  mighty  Empire  of  Bri- 
"  tain. 

«  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 
«  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  as  the  Americans  uni- 
«  ted  in  this  arduous  contest  upon  principles  of  commion 
«  interest,  for  the  defence  of  common  rights  and  privi- 
"  leges,  wluch  union  hath  been  cemented  by  common  ca- 
*<  lamities,  and  by  mutual  good  offices  and  affection,  so  the 
''  great  cansc  for  which  they  cantcnd,  and  in  which  all  man- 
«  kind  are  interested,  must  derive  its  success  from  the 
«  continuance  of  that  union.  Wherefore  any  man  or  body 
«  of  men,  who  should  resume  to  make  any  separate  or  par- 
«  tial  convent  ion  or  agreement  with  the  Commissioners  un- 
«  derthe  Crown  of  Gieat  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to 
"  he  consiilercd  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  enemies 
<*  of  these  United  States." 

**  And  further,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  it 
*<  as  their  opinion,  "  that  these  United  States  cannot, 
"  with  propriety,  hold  any  conference  with  any  Commissi- 
**  oners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unless  they  shall,  as 
•*  a  Preliminary  thereto,  withdraw  their  lleets  and  armies, 
«  or  else  in  positive  and  express  terms  acknowledge  the 
"  Independence  of  the  said  States. 

«  And,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  the  design  of  the 
«  enemies  of  thjse  States  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  secu- 
«  rity — to  the  end  that  they  may  act,  with  a  becoming 
*<  weight  and  importance,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
«  mittee,  that  the  several  States  be  called  upon  to  use 
«<  their  most  strenuous  exertions  to  have  their  respective 
*<  quotas  of  Continental  troops  in  the  field  as  soon  as  pos- 
"  sible.  And  that  all  the  militia  of  the  said  States  be 
«  lield  in  readiness  to  act  as  occasion  may  require." 

This  report  being  read,  and  dehated  by  paragraphs,  >yas 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  published.  By  some  Brilish 
historians,  it  has  been  represented  as  fraught  not  only  with 
asperity,  but  with  ii.solence.  In  making  this  charge,  they 
seem  to  have  forgotten  the  character  of  the  men  who  now 
held  out  the  olive  branch ;  wfen  who  had  spumed,  coiuemu- 
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ed,  insulted  the  Americans — avowed,  when  in  the  full  ca-   CHAP, 
peer  of  victory,  their  intended  despotism — in  sliort,  coiubi-      XII. 
ned  haughtiness  and  oppression  with  perfidy  and  cruelty. 
With  such  men,  the  strietun-s  of  the  report  were  natural  '  "' 

and  candid — Tliey  tended  to  security,  not  to  insolence  un-      1778 
less,  indeed,  that  name  be  given  to  the  firmness,  the  ener- 
gy, the  dignity  of  freedom  !  , 

On  the  next  day.  Congress  came  to  a  resolution,  recom-  Pardon  of. 
mending  it  to  the  several  States  to  pardon,  under  certain  ^^^^'^^  ^^ 
limitations,  such  of  their  deluded  citizens  as  had  levied  war  LS^ti*° 
against  the  Union.     This  resohition  was  ordered   to   be 
printed  in  English  and  German,  and  General  Washington 
requested  to  circulate  it  among  the  American  levies  in 
the  hostile  army.     As  a  retort  on  Tryon  for  his  encl«sure 
of  the   conciliatory  draugJits,  copies  of  the  above  resolve 
were  transmitted  to  him,  with  a  desire  that  he  would  (lis- 
seniinate  them  among  those  on  whom  they  were  to  ope- 
rate. 

The  determination  of  Congress  not  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  until  she  should  withdraw  her  hostile  force,  or  un- 
equivocally acknowledge  the  independence  of  America, 
does  them  so  much  move  honour,  that,  at  the  time  of  their 
assuming  that  dignified  attitude,  they  were  yet  unacquain- 
ted with  the  final  result  of  the  negociation  in  France.  In- 
telligence of  that  result  being  favourable,  reached  them 
only  on  the  2d  day  of  May,Avhen  Mr.  Simeon  Deane  arri-  French trea- 
ved  at  York  Town,  with  copies  of  the  treaties  of  commerce  ^'^*  ^"^^^ 
and  allitince,  entered  into  between  France  and  the  United  May  3. 
States.*  These  treaties  were  speedily  ratified  j  to  the 
powerful  motives  which  already  actuated  Congress  and 
the  p{oi>Ie,  they  added  those  of  national  faith  and  grati- 
tude. Independence  was  now  placed  on  a  firm,  permanent 
basis ;  America  must  be  true  t©  herself  and  to  her  mag- 
nanimous ally  ! !  Such  was  the  universal  sentiment  ma- 
nifested oa  the  joyful  information  conveyed  in  tlie  follow- 
ing letter,  from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
President  of  Congress  : 

Passy,  near  Tains,  February  8,  1778. 
Honourable  Siu, 

"  AVe  have  now  the  great  satisfaction 
«  of  acquainting  you  and  the  Congress,"  (liat.  the  treaties 
"  with  France  are  at  length  eoniplV(cd  ami  signed.  The 
«  first  is  a  treatyof  amiiy  and  comniorcc,  much  on  the 
«*  plan  of  that  projected  by  Congress  ;  tlie  other  is  a 
"  treaty  of  alliance,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  tliat  in  case 
«  England  declares  war  against  France,  or  occasions  a 
"  war  by  attempts  to  hiuaer  her  commerce  with   us.   Me 


•  See  Appendix,  No.  4 
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<'  should  tlien  msike  a  common  cause  of  it,  and  join  otir 
«•  Ibi  '  sand  Co"n«ils,  &e.  &c.  The  p;reat  aim  of  this 
'  viTiit.y  is  declared  to  be  "  to  eslablisli  the  liberty,  sove- 
*•  i'ci;j;nty  and  Independency, absolute  and  unlimited,  of  the 
••  Uni(ed  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of 
*'  commerce."  And  I  his  is  guaranteed  to  us  bj  France,  to- 
<«  gether  with  all  the  countries  Ave  possess,  or  sbiiU  po9- 
<*  sess,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  ;  in  return  for  which 
««  the  States  guarantee  to  France  all  ils  possessions  in  A- 
*•  uierica. — V\  e  found  throughout  this  business  the  great- 
*•  est  cordiality  in  this  court  ;  and  no  advantage  has  h;  en 
<*  taken  or  aucmpted  to  be  taken,  of  our  present  difficul- 
*<  ties,  to  obtain  hard  terms  from  us;  and  such  have  been 
*•'  the  King*s  magnanimity  and  goodness,  that  he  has  pro- 
*«  posed  ijone  which  we  might  not  readily  have  agreed  to  iu 
*<  a  state  of  full  prosperity  and  established  power  Tlie 
*•  principle  laid  down  as  the  basis  of  the  treaty  being,  as 
*<  declared  in  the  preamble,  the  most  pei^ect  equality  ami 
*<  reciprocitij — The  privileges  in  trade  are  mutual;  and 
**  none  are  given  to  France  but  what  we  are  at  liberty  to 
*'  give  to  any  other  nation.  On  the  whole,  wc  have  abun- 
«  dant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  good  will  of  Xhis 
"  court,  and  the  nation  in  general,  which  we,  therefore, 
«  hope  will  be  cultivated  by  the  Congress  by  every  means 
<«  that  may  establish  the  union  and  render  it  permanent." 
&e.  &c. 

Well  might  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  extol  the 
generosity  of  the  French  monarch.  He  did  not,  it  is  true, 
venture  on  war,  and  embarliin  the  cause  of  his  new  allies 
f  roai  hei'oi'.'  and  magnanimous  principles  only — No — Franco 
had  past  injuries  to  revenge — and  the  present  moment  was 
propitious  for  humbling  a  haughty,  ambitious  rival.  These 
national  incentives,  Louis  XVE.  avowed  with  a  noble  can- 
dour. But  there  was  real  disinterestedness  in  assuming 
tie  fair  ground  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  witli  an  empire 
yet  in  its  infimey  ;  in  asking  from  the  United  States  no 
com mei-eial  favouritism  ;  in  renouncing  forever  the  posses- 
sion of  any  territory  adjacent  to  them,  although  ideas  of 
re<'overing  the  former  dominions  of  France  in  North  Ame- 
rica might  flatter  yotJthfiil  pride,  and  invite  warlike  cnter- 
prizc  :  in  ihe  extent  of  what  he  guaranteed  to  America, 
while  he  himself  claimed  only  the  guarantee  of  a  few  Is- 
lamic; finally,  in  not  stipulating  nny  subsequent  compen- 
sation for  the  immense  expences  which  he  must  neccssavi- 
ly  incur  in  assisting  the  Americans.* 


•  Wnien  the  Enelish  Elizabeth  aided  the  S'atcs  of  Ilollnd  aFT^i'''-* 
Spain,  she  required  by  tre:itv  that  ht-r  cxpences  should  be  rciui'.ded  after 
theconau  ion  of  the  war.  and  that  tlie  towns  of  rmshmR-,  and  the  Bville, 
wi^h  the  castle  of  R  mimekins.  should,  in  the  nie.ii  tune,  be  const^ied  .nU) 
her  bauds  bv  the  wav  of  secviritv.  Yet,  Ell/.abevh  was  more  cxtens.v-c!> 
iiitereited  in  the  success  of  the  low  countries,  than  irVoiice  ui  tnu.  oJ  -^ra 
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These  and  other  influential  considerations  induced  <uc    CTIAP. 
Congress  to  pass,.  wiHiout  a  d^ssentinj:;  voice,  a  ♦'  vcsolutiou       XII. 
expressive  of  the   high  sense  entertained  by  the  United 
States  of  the  magnanimity  and  wisdom  of  his  most  thri^tian  '  '- 

majesty  ;  and  direr-tina;  their  ministers  to  present  to  him       177^ 
tlieir   gralefiipac.knowlcdgmcnls  fop  his  truly  niagnani- 
mous  eonduct.  and  to  assure  him  of  their  wishes  t}jat  the 
friendship  so  liappUy  commenced   niii^ht  be  perpetual." 

The  exultation  which  the  treaties  with  France  diifused 
throughout  tlie  country,  can  be  better  imagined  than  des- 
cribed. In  Virginia,  the  gladdening  intelligence  w;is  ush- 
ered by  a  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  General  Congress  to  Governor  Henry.  After  stat- 
ing the  leading  circumstances  of  the  two  trciilics,  that 
letter  added  :  "  It  is  supposed  that  the  whole  Bourbon 
*'  family  (meaning  the  King  of  Spain)  v/ill  speedily  accede 
*'  to  these  arrangements. — We  are  shortly  to  receive  con- 
**  sidcrable  stores  from  France,  that  come  under  convoy 
**  of  a  fleet  of  men  of  war.  The  King  of  Prussia  has  ac- 
«*  tually  refused  to  permit  the  Hessians  and  the  Hanover 
**  troops  that  England  had  engaged  for  America,  to  pass 
*'  through  his  territories. — We  congratulate  you,  sir.  and 
««  our  country  on  this  important  event  ;  but  we  beg  leave 
"<'  further  to  observe  that  it  is  in  our  opinion  of  iniinite 
*'  consequence  that  the  army  should  be  (juickly  and  pow- 
*'  erfully  reinforced.  Witli  a  strong  army,  we  shall,  un- 
**  der  God,  be  perfectly  secure,  &e.'* 

The  Congress  published,  at  the  same  time,  an  animated 
address,  commending  the  zeal  and  virtue  hitherto  disj)layed 
by  the  people,  and  culling  upon  them  to  shew  that  pcsc- 
verence  and  exert  iliosc  ei;orgies  which  alone  could  com- 
plete the  admirable  wo'k  so  liappily  eonunenced,  aiid 
brought  so  near  to  i«s  ptrfcftion. 

In  this  train  of  alFairs,  so  unpromising  to  the  ministerial  concRla'o. 
attempt  at  negociatinn.  the  conciliatory  bills,  now  invest-  ry  bills  ar- 
edwith  the  technical  forms.  reacluMl  America,  and   were  j;^^^  "i  t'ue 
transmitted  to   Congress  and  the  Consmander  in  Chief  "'^"* 
both  by  Admiral  Howe  and  Sir  Henry  ClinN))*.     Congress  yi^y^T 
answered  that  they  had  already  expressed  their  sentiments 
upon  bills  not  essentially  dilferenl  from  tlie  acts  imder 
consideration,  and  repeated  their  assiiranees  that    *'  wlieu 
tiie  King  of  Grcat-Brilain  sliould  be  seriously  disposed  to 
put  an  end  to  the  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  waged  against 
the  United  States,  they  should  rea(;«yatleiul  to ssich  terms  June  C\ 
of  peace  as  might  consist  wiih  the  honour  of  an  luuepeu- 


I'nited  States,  and  she  hersclfclcckrcd,  in  :uc)n.^  memonal  on  the  stihjcct, 
■•-hat  she  was  boviiid  by  previfms  ens;tg-cn>ci.its,  to  ]n-f)'fci  t!ic  U.  Vi-nvir.rcs 
sig.iinst  an  unjust  despotism. — This  striking'  cmtrasti  between  her  ccndrc* 
and  •.fciit.ofLoiiis,  did  r.o\  csc.pe  tlic  people  of  the  Anic-ric;;n  S'i:>-.cr;  tit  the 


^T8  inSTORt  OF 

CHAP,  dejit  nation,  the  interest  of  their  constituents,  an4  the  s^; 
XII.       cperl  regard  (hey  meant  to  pay  to  treaties." 

A  few  i]ays  after,  the  Commissioners  themselves  arrived. 

"~'~~"*"  What  followod,  the  historian   begs  leave  to  introduce  in 

1778       ^^'^  wor.ls  of  a  Virp^nia  Delegate  to  the  General  Congress 

at  tiic  time,  whose  letters  are  before  hi tn-^hus  giving  to 

tt^  Com^     his  narrative  more  animation,  interest  and  life,  and  bring- 

missioners    ^^S  the  scenc  into  contact  with  the  7'eader. 

themselves.       *'  Clinton  latclxlesired  a  passport  from  General  Waslt- 

"  ington  for  Dr.  Ferguson,  to  come  to  Congress,  wifh  a 

Thev  ad-  a  ip(fp|.    from  the  ncwly  arrived  Commissioners,    I^ord 

gress.  "  Carlisle,  William  Eden,  and  Governor  Johnstone.     The 

**  General  refused  the  passport  until  Congress  should  give 
**  leave.     The  letter  from  Clinton  was  transmitted  here — 

J  e  10  **  (York  Town) — but  the  impatience  of  the  Commissioners 
**  did  not  suffer  thpm  to  wait  for  an  answer.  Through 
♦*  the  medium  of  General  Wsishington,  they  forwarded  to 
**  Congress  a  packet  containing- a  letter  fioni  themselves 
**  with  a  copy  of  their  commission.  Their  letter  is  a  eom- 
**  bination  of  fraud,  falsehood,  insidious  oifers,  and  abuse 
**  of  France,*  concluding  with  a  denial  of  Independence. 

*  TheEiigfllsh  state  pcapers  of  that  day  are  marked  v/ith  conraeness  and 
petuleiice.  An  instance  of  this  we  will  draw  from  tiie  »1/emotrc  justificatif 
de  la  Grande  Jiretagne,  &c.  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Kinp  of 
Encrland,  shorty  after  this  and  written  by  tlie  celebrated  Gibbon,  whose 
political  apostacy  was,  on  that  occasion,  rewarded  by  a  sinecure  of  1 1000 
a  year,  at  the  board  of  trade.  The  Justifying  memorial,  coming  from  a 
high  personage,  and  being  chiefly  addressed  to  other  Sovereigns,  ought 
it  seems,  to  have  been  remarkable  for  magnificence  and  dignityof  reason- 
ing, and  for  refinement  of  expression. — The  reader  may  form  an  idea  of 
tlie  wliole,  from  what  follows  : 

"  He  (Uie  King  of  France)  has  debased  his  dignity  in  fonning  secret 
connections  with  the  Americans ;  and  after  he  had  exhausted  every  :7i/ai 
■mous  resource  of  perfidy  and  dissimulation,  he  has  dared  tQ  avow  the  solemn 
treaty  wliich  his  ministers  have  concluded  with  the  obscure  agents  of  the 
Encrlish  Colonies." 

"  The  American  Congress  had  the  impudence  to  usurp  all  the  rfghts  of 
sovereignty." 

*<  The  intrigues  of  a  few  audacious,  and  wicked  leaders."  (meaning 
Hancock,  Ad^ms,  &c.  ) 

"  The  same  spirit  o{  imposture,  &c.  continued  to  reign — '* 

"  ^i  dark-  Agent"  he.  (meaning  Dr.  Franklin.) 

Quotations  of  a  similar  stamp  might  be  multiplied — but  they  are  tm« 
tiecessar}-.  It  is  well  known  thatto  revile  America  and  France  had  then 
become  systematic. — When  Kings  write,  or  other  People  write  for  them, 
Sucli  ought  not  to  be  their  style.  Ii  were  better  to  inirodiice,  at  once,  their 
idlima  ratio — the  cannon.  But  the  indecorous  Ir.Piu.ge  of  the  justifying' 
memorial  iMW\\\ine^,  when  compai-cd  to  Jie  inconsisUncy  which  it  ascribes 
to  the  King  of  England, — II  charges  France  with  treacherous,  secret, 
systematic  hostilitit  s  during  the  l;.st  four  years.  The  .speeches  from  the 
llirone,  however,  in  Xov-.mber  1774,  October  1775,  May  1776  >>'oveniber, 
1777,  announced  friendly  and  pacific  dispositions  on  her  part. — Ifihc  facts 
contained  in  the  Me.noire  were  tnie,  and  kiK^vn  to  the  ministers,  as  is 
there  asserted,  why  keep  them  from  the  knowledge  of  ParliamcHr,  and 
communicate  only  assurances  of  amiiy  ?  Never  was  the  adage  Qwos  deus 
ft-utt perdere, prius  dementat,  better  applied  than'to  the  ministry  and  tlieir 
friends  1 — F;irther  abuse  of  France,  in  ihe  course  of  these  diplomiitic  opera- 
tions, provoked  the  chivalric  lia  Fayetie,  whose  sword  was  ev<  r  ready 
*  t«  leupoiit  of  its  scabbaid"  for  the  honour  of  liis  ootmtr)-,  to  cLallooge 
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«  — The  S^me  qua    non  being  wiibheW,   you  may  judge  CHAP; 
"  what  may  be  the  fate  of  the  rest.     I  do  not  know  whe-      XII. 
"  ther  to  call  Governor  Johnstone  an  apostate  or  not.     He  _ 

«  has  been  in  opposition  to  the  Ministry,  and  has  spoken  ===* 
"  some  speeches  in  our  favour  ;  but  I  believe  he  has  ne-  ^^^g 
**  ver  been  a  friend  to  Ameriean  Independence.  However, 
'*  there  seems  no  doubt  but  that  he  has  on  this  occasion, 
"  touclied  ministerial  gold.  The  others  are  notorious 
"  Ministerialists.  It  is  amazing  how  the  Court  of  Lon- 
**  don  does  mix  pride,  meanness,  cunning  and  folly,  with 
**  gasconade  and  timidity.  In  short,  the  strangest  conv- 
"  position  is  there  formed  that  ever  disgraced  and  injui-ed 
*'  mankind." 

The  abuse  of  France  alluded  to  in  the  above  letter  was 
a  charge  of  insidious  interposition ,  on  her  part  of  eternal 
enmity  both  to  England  and  the  Colonies-^ami  of  having 
antidaied  her  treaties  with  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
at  Paris,  with  a  view  to  prevent  tlie  proposed  reconcilia- 
tion, and  to  prolong  a  destructive  war.  This  offensive  lan^ 
guage  against  a  Monarch  who  had  displayed,  in  respect 
to  America,  ^o  much  magnanimity  and  good  will,  excited 
in  her  Representatives  a  just  indignation.  The  reading 
of  the  official  letter  containing  this  abuse,  was  then  inter- 
rupted, and  reluctantly  resumed,  on  the  foUowijirg  day. 
The  Congress,  through  their  President,  returned  for  an- 
swei%  "  that  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire  to  spare  the  ^^'^  ^^ 
farther  effusion  of  human  blood  could  have  induced  them  to 
read  a  paper,  containing  expressions  so  disrespectful  to  his 
mostChristian  Majesty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  to  consider  propositions  so  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  an  Independent  nation — that  the  acts  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  the  commission,  and  the  propositions  of 
the  Commissioners,  supposed  the  people  of  tiie  United 
States  to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  were  foumled  on 
the  utterli)  inud miss ihleide^.  of  dependence — finally,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  unjust  claims  from  which  this  war 
had  arisen,  and  the  savage  manner,  in  which  it  had 
been  conducted.  Congress  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not 
inconsistent  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  whenever  the 
Kingof  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate  a  sincere  dispo- 
sition for  that  purpose,  the  only  proof  of  which  would  be 
an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  their  Independence,  or  the 
withdrawing  his  Ueets  and  armies,  because  upon  no  other 
principle  could  America  be  said  to  possess  that  degree  of 

theEirl  of  Carlisle,  as  Chief  ofthe  Commission,  to  single  combat. — ^I'hose 
who  were  acq'i:\inte<i  witli  the  inbi-ed  delicacy  of  the  French  nobility  on 
such  points  did  not  blame  the  fiery  and  over  c<)iirai»-eo'.i.s  boif — fthe  name 

f  wen  by  CormvalUt   to  the  gallant  Jrlat^ui')  J — nor  could  the  Eirl  of  Carlisle 
e  censured  for  leferi ing'the  settlr.metit  of  natk)n;»l  disputes  lo  .Mmiral 
Byron  and  Count  Deataing. 
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Second  let- 
ter of  the 
Commissi- 
oners to 
Congress- 
July  18. 

Kot  answer- 
ed. 


equality- ;;n(l  frpedom  "which  is  essential  to  tLc  TalicHfy  of 
iiaiional  compaci?."* 

At  ihe  sauii  rime,  the  propositions  of  <!'♦•  Ceir.nii?sion- 
ers  Avci'c  ana- ;;zet!  tuui  comhaied,  iii  ihe  vnblic  pupcrs  d* 
tiiat  tlav,  Villi  a  sin,<erioiity  ofarj^uinerif,  v  hith  di<>|  elled 
all  tlic  usilavourahlc  impressions  appn4jnn>eii  iromsoj)C- 
irjuptory  a  rejeelioi*  of  eoneiliatorv  offers. 

Noiwiihstandiiit;  the  hopeless  and  nioi'litNit:}^  piospeet 
hefore  iheui.  the  British  Xegociatoi's  (hought  it  expeiiient 
ajijain  to  address  the  Congress.  "  The  Lonunissioneis," 
^vl  ires  the  .anie  Gentleman  whom  Ave  have  already  quoted, 
*»  have  t-ent  us  a  second  lelter.  veiy  silly,  and  equally  in- 
"  Solent.  The  Preliminaries  iusis(ed  on  hy  Con};ret>s  (an 
*•  aehnowledft-nient  of  Independence,  or  vvithdravving  their 
*'  fleets  and  Jirmies)  not  having  heen,  either  of  them,  com- 
**  plied  with,  this  letter  is  to  receive  no  answer.  We  ha>e 
*'  detf>e(ed  and  fully  exposed  Governor  Johnstone,  who, 
**  under  the  plausihle  guise  of  friendship  and  virtue,  has 
'*  endeavoured  to  brihe  members  oi'  Congress — the  v>  hole 
**  Body,  indeed,  as  well  as  individual  members.*  He 
*'  tri€S  everj  art  to  guin  admission  among  us.  He  abuses 
••  Iiis  masters,  flatters  America,  and  is  willing  to  yield  us 
**  every  ihinpr,  if  we  will  be  perliiiious  to  our  ally,  and  a- 
"  gain  submit  to  the  domination  ol  his  King  and  Parlia- 
"  uicnt. — But  it  is  too  late  in  the  day — the  sunshine  of  li- 
"  berty  and  Independence  prevails  over  the  dark  arts  of 
**  tyranuy  and  its  tools." 

Ihe  firm  determination  of  Congress  rot  to  recede,  un- 
der any  change  of  fortune  w  hatever,  from  the  declaration 
of  Independence,  at  a  time  when  the  connexion  with 
France  was  neither  known,  nor  suspected  ;  their  refusal 
to  negociate,  except  as  an  Independent  nation,  before  <he 
existence  of  iiostiliiies  between  France  and  England,  and 
when  they  were  still  at  lihi-rty  to  conclude  a  separate 
peace;  and,  in  addition  to  these  circumstances,  Ibc  inter- 
vening arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  and  a  French  Ambassa- 
(ior  in  America,  nuist  have  convinced  the  British  Commis- 


*  The  ch:u-g'e  of  corruption  against  Guvernor  Johnstone  was  founded  on 
several  lettc.  s  \^Titten  by  him  to  influential  characters,  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, inwi.icli,  besides  abundance  of  cigoling'  and  flattery  honours  and 
iewards  were  jicldoutto  those  who  should  be  inslrumentai  in  pi  educing 
the  wisheA-for  re-iuiion  ;  and  panicularly,  on  an  ofter  made  hy  him, 
throngrh  Mrs.  Ferguson,  to  Mr.  Keed,  a  member  of  Cont^ress,  for  Pennsyl- 
>ania,  of  I  10,000  Stei-ling-,  and  the  best  office  in  tl^e  gift  of  the  Crown,  if 
iie  could  eficct  the  return  of  America  to  Iv-i-  foinicr  dependence.  Read, 
answered  "  that  he  was  not  wortlr  purch.a;  ing' :  b;,t  such  as  he  was,  the 
Iving  of  Ent.-lr.nd  was  iK)t  1  ich  enriugh  1o  do  ii." — Durin_;^  the  discussion, 
ro.'>pectinsc  vhe  Saraiog'a  pi isoners,  noticed  in  another  place,  tije  Congress 
declared  it  incompaiible  wiih  th-eii-  honour  to  liold  any  furiliL-r  communi- 
cation or  intei-coursc  nih  Johnstone,  upon  which  he  withdrew  from  the 
oonimissiov..— --Ml  the  do ;..ijs  relative  to  this  fruitless  mission — also  to  the 
•conduct,  uioiives,  Sic.  are  lo  be  found  in  the  Jiemembrauccr  for  1778,  &c. 
That  excellerit  Repository  of  facts,  State-p.'ipers  &c.  ought  to  be^n  the  hjuitls 
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sioners  tbat  all  their  cffurts  to  open  a  negoeiation  with  the    CHAP. 
Congress,  on  cLe  ^jrjpused  basis,  would  we  vain  and  liuiu       Xil.  ' 
less.     Tlie  piesent,  anu  everv  ofher  subsequent  proceeding 
on  their  part,  rehctive  to  the  object  oftiair  mission,  ma>,  ■ 
therefore,  be  fairly  eoij|lder*  d  as  intended  to  operate  on 
the  fears,  the  doubts,  WK  prejuiiices.  or  even  the  honest    '  *'^'^* 
partialities  of  individuals,  and,  by  dividing  <he  public  sen- 
timent, to  facilitate  the  xuccetis  of  those  violent  measures, 
ivhich,  as  a  terridc  corps  de  reserve,  were  to  appear  in  the 
rear  of  defeaieu  intrigue  and  folly. 

These  expressions  are  not  too  iiarsh,  when  applied  to  a 
scheme  which  neither  renounced,    nop  supported,    error 
with  dignity.     «  It  is  difficult,  says  Stedman,  a  British 
**  Historian,  wedded  to  the  cause  ot  Koyalty,  for  which  he 
**  then  fought,  to  defend  the  Ministers  of  that  day  against 
**  the  imputation  of  either  warn  oi  wisdqm,  or  want  of 
^'  firmness.     If  what  was  now  proposed  was  a  right  mea- 
**  sure,  it  ought  to  have  been  adopted  at  first,  and  before 
*<  the  sword  was  drawn  :  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  claims 
<*  of  the  mother-country  over  her  Colonies  were  origioal- 
**  ly  worth  contending  for.  the  strength  and  resources  of 
*'  the  nation  were  not  yet  so  far  exhausted,  as  to  justify 
"  Ministers  in  relinquishing  them  without  a  farther  strug- 
**  gle."    And  he  adds  in  another  place  *»  Such  was  the 
**  issue  of  this  second  attempt  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia- 
*'  tion,    which,  whatever  might  be  the  efieet  of  it  in  Great 
*«  Britain  towards  inducing  a  greater  union  of  sentiment 
**  on  the  subject  of  Colonial  affairs,   produced  in  America 
**  no  good  consequence  whatever.     It  flattered  the  pride 
"  of  the  American  Republicans,  confirmed  1  hem  in  pur- 
**  suing  the  measures  which  they  had  adopted,  and  finally 
•*  established  the  aathority  of  Congress,  which  the  Coni- 
"  missioners  had  in  fact  recognized  by  offering  to  treat 
"  with  them.     On  the  other  hand,  it  hail  a  most  unfa- 
"  vourable  effect  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies, 
«  who  were  attached  to  the  British  cause.     Those  who 
"  had  not  yet'openlj  declared  their  sentiments   were  dis- 
•*  couraged  and  disheartened  ;  whilst  the  active  and  per- 
«  seeuted  Loyalist  was  plunged  into  the  deepest  despair. 
«  Even  the  officers  of  the  army  felt  themselves  lowered 
«*  in  their  own  estimation,  when,  without  any  apparent 
«  nefeessity,  they  saw  every  thing  for  which  they  had  been  ^   „ 
«  yet  contending,  in  effect  given  up."     If  such  were,  on  ^?s'sio."e"S 
this  subject,  the  ideas  of  a  Briton,   how  contemptuously  address 
must  Ajnevicans  have  thought  of  the  Ministers,  and  their  ^""^  stat«. 
weak,  futile  efforts !  ^ 

A  last,  desperate  effort  was  now  made  bv  the   Coramis 
aioners      They  addressed  not  only  «•  to  the"  Congress,  but   Octobers, 
to  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  and  to  all  the  inhkhitants  of 
ihe  tolomes,  of  whatever  denomination,  "  a  manifesto,  in 
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^vhich  they  stated  their  hitherto  unavailing  efforts  towards 
a  re-union  of  the  disjointed  pails  of  tiie  British  empire, 
CD  terms,  the  extent  and  beneiicial  tendency  of  which  were 
■  again  presented  to  view.  Notwithstanding  the  obstacles 
thrown  in  their  way,  they  declaredtheir  readiness  to  treat 
not  only  with  deputies  from  all  the^lonies  jointly,  but  with 
any  provincial  Assembly  or  Convention  individually,  at  any 
time  within  the  space  of  forty  days  from  the  date  of  their 
manifesto.  Appealing  to  persons  of  every  description,  in 
civil,  military,  or  ecclesiastical  capacities,  or  in  private 
stations,  and  severally  pressing  on  each  of  these  classes 
such  motives  as  might  be  supposed  most  influential,  they 
adjured  them  all  not  to  let  pass  so  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity of  securing  their  liberiies,  and  their  future  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness  upon  a  permanent  basis.  \  hey  also  pro- 
claimed a  general  pardon  for  all  treasons  and  rebellious 
pratices,  to  such  as  should  within  the  limited  time,  with- 
draw from  their  opposition  to  the  British  Government, 
and  adhere  in  future  to  a  loyal  and  regular  deportment. 
At  the  same  time,  they  threatened  with  the  utmost  ven- 
geance which  British  power  could  inflict,  such  as  should, 
after  these  benevolent  offers,  obstinately  persist  in  with- 
holding their    allegiance   from  their  lawful   Sovereign. 

"  The  policy,  as  w  cU  as  the  benevolence  of  Great  Bri- 
«  tain,  they  said,  have  thus  far  cheeked  the  extremes  of  war, 
*•  when  they  tended  to  distress  a  j)eople  still  considered 
"  as  our  fellow  subjects,  and  to  desolate  a  country  shortly 
•*  to  become  a  source  of  mutual  advantage  :  but  when  that 
«  country  professes  the  unnatural  design  not  only  of  estran- 
**  ging  herself  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  herself  and  her 
**  resources  to  our  enemies,  the  Avhole  contest  is  changed  ; 
*'  and  the  question  is  how  far  Great  Britain  may,  by  every 
"  means  in  her  power,  destroy  or  render  useless  a  conuex- 
*'  ion  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggrandize- 
"  ment  of  France.  Under  such  cirtnimstances,  the  laws 
**  of  self  preservation  must  direct  the  conduct  of  Great 
**  Britain  ;  and  if  ihe  British  Colonies  are  to  become  an 
"  accession  to  France,  will  direct  her  to  render  that  ac- 
**  cession  of  as  little  avail  as  possible  to  her  enemy." — 
That  all  persons  residing  within  what  they  termed  the  re- 
volted Colonies,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  pardon  thus 
offered,  thirteen  copies  of  it  were  immediately  executed 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  Commissioners,  one  of 
which  was  transmitted  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  each  of  the 
States.  ^ 

This  attempt  at  nrgociating  with  any  other  than  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  was  duly  resented 
by  Congress,  *•  as  contrary  to  t!»c  laws  of  nations,  and 
utterly  subversive  of  tlie  confidence  necessary  for  those 
means  which  have  been  devised  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of 
Wi^r,   among   civilized  nations."     They  declared,   there- 
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fore,  that  the  agents  employed  to  distrihute  such  papers, 
were  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  flag  ;  and  recom- 
mended it  to  the  executive  authorities  in  the  respective 
States,  to  arrest  and  confine  such  agents.  At  the  same 
time,  strong  in  the  purity  of  their  own  motives  and  conduct, 
and  relying  on  the  good  sense,  patriotism  and  virtue 
of  the  people,  they  themselves  published  the  manifesto  of 
the  British  Commissioners,  with  proper  comments  upon  its 
tenor. — Even  iu  England  the  spirit  of  rage  and  extermi- 
nation breatlied  in  that  manifesto,  was  vehemently  repro- 
bated. The  maxim  that  Great  Britain  might,  hy  every 
means  in  herpowerf  desolate  and  destroy  what  it  ceased  to 
be  her  interest  to  preserve,  was  pronounced  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  no  measure  of  the 
Ministers  or  their  Agents  was,  by  the  real  friends  of  Bri- 
tish honour  and  British  liberty,  received  with  more  indig- 
nation than  this  proclamation  to  destroy  by  fire  and  sword 
a  large  continent,  lost  by  oppression  and  tyranny,  and  un- 
conquen.ble  by  the  force  of  arms.  The  answer  of  the 
Congress  to  this  proclamation  was  oalm  and  deliberate, 
yet  strong  and  energetic.  After  contrasting  their  mode 
of  conducting  the  war  with  that  adopted  and  pursued  by 
Great  Britain,  they  solemnly  declared  "  that,  should  she 
persist  in  her  present  career  of  barbarity,  rhey  would  take 
such  exemplary  vengeance  as  should  deter  others  from  a 
like  conduct  ;  and,  appealing  to  that  God  who  seareheth 
the  hearts  of  men  for  the  rectiturle  of  their  intentions, 
they,  in  his  holy  presence,  also  declared,  that  as  they  were 
not  moved  by  any  light  and  hasty  suggestions  oF  anger  and 
revenge,  so  through  every  possible  change  of  fortune,  they 
would  adhere  to  this  their  determination.''  Dire  extre- 
mity !  Melancholy,  yet  commendable  resolve !  The  wrath 
of  God  and  the  curses  of  mankind  are  only  with  those  who 
begin  the  horrid  work  of  devastation  and  blood. — The  ene- 
mies of  America  forced  her  to  proclaim  to  them  her  accumu- 
lated injuries  in  the  rough  sounds  of  retaliated  barbarity. 

The  time  limited  by  the  Commi^ioi^rsin  the  manifesto 
expired  on  the  eleventh  of  November ;  They  remained  at 
New-York  even  beyond  that  time,  in  expectation  of  over- 
tures from  some  of  the  States,  but  none  were  made.  Eve- 
ry where  their  emissaries  and  their  propositions  were  in- 
dignantly spurned.  The  following  extract  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  House  f  Delegates,  shews  the  sentiments  and 
conduct  of  Virginia,  in  respect  to  this  diplomatic  manoeu- 
vre. 
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Virginia  re- 
fuses  to  re- 
ceive the 
manifesto  of 
the  Com- 
missioners. 


In  the  House  of  Delegates,  Saturday^  October  17, 1778. 

HisExcHlencv  the  Governor  having  received  informati- 
on from  Major  Thomas  Mathews,  the  officer  commanding 
at  Fort  Henry,  that  a  British  officer  has  arrived  there, 
charged  with  dispatches  from  the  enemy  at  New  York,  di- 
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Cil  AP.    reefed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  to  the  several  offi- 
cii,      cers  ot  Government  in  this  State,  and  the  Ministers  of 
the  Gospel,    which  the  said  M  ijor  Mathews  has  refused 
' —     ■  ..-  to  receive  till  he  shall  know  ihe  (pleasure  of  the  (iovernop 
therein,  and  he  having  laid  the  said  information   before 
1778       tins  House,  and  requested  their  advice  how  he  shall  pro- 
ceed : 

Jitsolvedi  therefore,  That  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor be  requested  to  inform  Major  Mathews  >hat  this  House 
highly  approved  his  conduct  in  refusing  to  receive  the  se- 
veral dispatches  brought  by  the  Bi  itish  officer  from  New- 
York. 

Resolvedf  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  request- 
ed to  direct  Major  Thomas  Matliews  <o  inform  the  officer 
charged  with  the  dispatches  from  New  York,  that  they 
look  on  this  attempt  as  calculated  to  mislead  and  divide 
the  good  people  of  this  country,  and  that  they  highly  re- 
sent the  behaviour  of  him,  and  those  who  sent  him,  as  they 
must  know  that  this  State  ought  to  hold  no  suQh  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy  of  Xmerica. 

Resolvedf  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  request- 
ed to  direct  Major  Mathews  to  order  the  officer  charged 
with  the  dispatches  immediately  to  depai^  this  State  with 
the  same,  and  to  inform  him  that,  in  future,  any  person 
making  a  like  attempt  shall  be  secured,  as  an  enemy  to  A- 
merica. 
The  Com-  Thus,  did  this  attempt  to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  heart  of 
missioners  each  State,  and  to  break  the  chains  of  Federal  union,  an 
xh^p.,  ^°'  attempt  upon  which  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners was  placed,  not  without  some  eontidence  of  suc- 
cess, prove  as  fruidess  as  all  their  anterior  measures. 
The  voice  of  America  was  heard  in  a  tone  which  could 
not  be  mistaken — that  of  a  people  sore  under  the  ac- 
cumulated injuries  of  the  British  nation,  and  determined 
to  maintain  what  had  now  become  the  only  object  of  con- 
test. Independence — of  a  people  equally  uninfluenced  by 
professions  of  frieu||shi||^,  which  they  could  no  longer  trust 
and  by  hostile  menaces  of  future  havoc,  which  they  do 
longer  dreaded ! 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


Evacuation  of  PhilaileJpMa — Battle  of  Monmouth — .5«kv 
rican  army  marches  to  the  Hudson — Fate  of  General 
Lee — The  Count  D'Estainp;  arrives  on  the  coast  of  Vir- 
ginia— Sails  for  J^ew-Fork — Reception  of  the  French 
Minister  by  the  Congress — Speech  of  Mr.  Gerard — An- 
suier  thereto — irEstaing  goes  to  Rhode  Island — Situdti- 
on  of  affairs  there — I)  Estaing  quits  JSTetvport  to  fight 
Lord  Howe — A  st  rm  separates  the  two  fleets — D'Es- 
taing  retires  to  Boston — Sullivan  raises  the  siege  ofJ^erv- 
port — Engages  the  British — Retreats  from  Rhode  Island 
— Zeal  of  La  Fuyettc — Harmony  restored  between  the 
Jlmericans  and  the  French — Predatory  expeditions  of 
the  British — Surprise  and  massacre  of  Bnylor*s  regi- 
ment— PulaskVs  infantry  is  cut  off — D^Estaing  sails 
for  the  West  Indies — Dispositions  of  the  British  and  the 
Americans  for  the  winter — Proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia — Case  of  Josiah  Philips — Military  mea- 
sures— Other  measures — Depreciation  and  its  effects^- 
Further  proceedings  of  the  Legislature, 

IN  order  to  present  a  clear  and  connected  view  of  the      ^Jry* 
different  steps  whicli  conducted  the  preposterous  concili-      ^^lA. 
atory  scheme  of  Lord  North  to  its  ahortive  issue,  we  have  ^^j^j^;;;;^;^ 
inteiTupted  the  regular  course   of  events,  in  1778.     Let 
us  now  look  back  ;  and  first  consider  the  early  effects  of 
the  connexion  lately  formed  with  France. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  France  had  accumu- 
lated injuries  to  avenge.  For  about  a  century,  it  had 
been  the*  invarible  system  of  Great  Britain  to  attack  her, 
•whenever  extensively  engaged  in  continental  feuds.  The 
attention  and  resources  of  the  French  Government  being 
thus  divided,  and  naval  concerns  yielding  to  more  immedi- 
ate and  more  important  calls  on  its  solicitude,  operations 
bv  land  were  alone  prosecuted  with  a  suitable  degree  of  vi- 
gour. The  consequence  was,  that  when,  in  the  course  of 
the  long  and  bloody  contest  which  ended  in  1763,  France 
had  nearly  exhausted  all  her  energies,  Great  Britain  not 
only  preserved  her  strength  entire,  but  derived  au  acces- 
sion of  power  from  the  losses  of  her  rival,  and  reaped,  with 
equal  ease  and  avidity,  the  fruits  of  the  war.  The  fami- 
ly compact,  and  the  alliance  with  Austria,  having  scju;"d 
the  tranquillity  of  France  on  the  continent,  now  enabled 
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CHAP,    her  to  act.  in  her  turn,  on  the  offensive  against  the  prdud 
XIII.      usurper  of  maritime  Dominion. 

The  messaj»e  of  the  King  of  England  in  his  Parliament, 

■' '  '  upon  the  notification  of  the  friendly  arrangements  between 

^-.g  France  and  America,  their  answer  to  that  message,  and  the 
suspension  of  dipluraatio  intercourse,  sufficiently  evinced 
that  war  l^^tween  the  two  countries  had  become  unavoid- 
able. Measures  were  taken  accordingly.  Extraordinary 
preparations  animated  the  numerous  harbours  of  France  ; 
and  fliat  navy  which,  in  ±76.',  England  boasted  of  having 
annihilated,  appeared,  in  1778,  again  to  rise  from  its  ruins 
with  renovated  strength  and  additional  splendour.  From 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  troops  were  marched  down 
to  the  sea  side,  where  they  formed  large  encampments  op- 
posite to  the  sliores  of  Great  Britain.  This  menacing 
aspect  created  in  England  universal  alarm  ;  for,  although 
the  project  of  a  descent  might  be  deemed  by  some  a  gi- 
gantic chimera,  still  the  defenceless  state*  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  afforded  to  the  generality  of  the  people  just  mo- 
tives of  appreiiension.  The  daring  American  Privateer, 
Paul  Jones,  had  alone  spread  consternation  on  several 
parts  of  the  Englisli  coast. 

Evacuation        It  was  early  conjectured  that  a  naval  force  sliould  be 

^^hia^^^'^^^*  sent  from  France  to  America.  In  this  ease,  Philadelphia 
and  the  Delaware  would  become  insecure  situations  for  the 
Britisli  forces.  The  Ministers,  therefore,  directed  a  prompt 
retreat  to  New- York.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the 
mysterious  inertness  of  Sir  William  Howe.  This  was  so 
strikingly  remarkable  that  almost  every  historian  has  at- 
tempted to  point  ou^t  its  cause.  Some  have  referred  it  to 
a  natural  indolence  of  disposition,  not  incompatible  with 
that  exalted  personal  bravery  which  Sir  William  was  well 
known  to  possess;  others  to  a  cautious  circumspection,  in- 
culcated by  the  murderous  affairs  atBreed^s-Hill  and  Red- 
Bank  ;  or  to  a  persuasion  that  the  ferment  of  the  public 
mind  would  gradually  subside,  and  a  growing  lassitude  of 
the  deprivations  and  hardships  connected  with  resistance, 
operate  more  efficiently  than  military  enterprize  and  at- 
chievement,  in  recalling  the  people  to  their  antient  alle- 
giance. However  this  may  be,  the  supineness  and  inacti- 
vity of  Sir  William  did  not  escape  censure,  and  that  cen- 
sure created  disgust  on  his  part.  lie  requested  to  be  re- 
called, and  General  Clinton  became  his  successor.  No 
sooner  had  the  latter  assumed  the  Command  in  Chief  of 
the  British  army,  than  he  took  active  measures  for  the  e- 

June  18.        vacuation  of  Philadelphia.     This,  owing  to  maritime  as- 
sistance, was  effected  with  ease.    From  the  point  of  land 


•  A  letter  from  Lord  G.  Germain  to  General  Howe,  some  time  before, 
stated  that  there  tra-t  vot  a  ■<tins^!e  matTfo^x  left  in  the  islaid,  and  irn-t  cr.e  b^t- 
tv.Uon  cf  tite  regiment  of  arHllery  in  Grezt-Britain. 
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formed  below  the  Town  by  the  canfluence  of  the  Scliu;^-    CHAP« 
kill  and  tUe  Delaware,  the  iroops  were  conveyed  to  the     XIII. 
opposite  part  of  the  Jersey  shore,  with  such  quantity  of 
baggage  aiul  provisions  as  was  judged  necessary  for  a  route  "^  "^ 

on  wJneli  many  obstructions  and  delays  were  expected.— ■  1778 
Heavy  a  id  cumbrous  articles  were  put  on  board  the  ships, 
togetcer  with  the  property  of  merchants  and  other  persons 
attached  to  the  British  cause.  Most  of  those  persons  re- 
treated witli  tlie  army  or  the  fleet.  A  body  of  American 
troops  immediately  re-occupied  Philadelphia ;  and  sooo 
after  i\\e  Congress  removed  to  it  from  York-Town,  where 
they  had  lately  held  their  sittings. 

General  Washington,  who  with  the  most  deliberate  pru* 
dence  coiabined  an  ardent  spirit  of  enterprize,  contem- 
plated a  blow  at  the  enemy,  after  crossing  the  Delaware. 
A  further  estimate  of  relative  strength,  and  the  concurring 
advice  of  the  general  officers,  prevented  the  attempt.  The 
present  army  was  only  one  fourth  of  the  promised  num- 
ber^* such  of  the  new  levies  as  were  forwarded  by  the 
Sidtes,  reached  the  scene  of  action  long  after  the  lixed 
tioie.     Every  appearance  confirmirTg  the  idea  that  the  e-  , 

nemy  intended  to  retreat,  through  Jersey,  to  New- York, 
measures  had  been  taken  to  impede  their  progress  by 
breaking  up  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  increasing  natural 
difficulties  in  every  possible  manner.  With  a  brigade  of 
Continentals,  joined  by  the  Jersey  militia  under  Dickenson, 
Maxwell  had  made  dispositions  which  enabled  him  to  hor- 
ver,  in  light  parties,  on  theilanks  of  the  enemy,  and  effi- 
ciently to  co-operate  with  the  main  body  of  the  Americans, 
should  opportunity  invite  a  general  action. 

Proceeding  along  the  Eastern  bank  of  the  Delaware, 
Clinton,  with  an  army  heavily  incuir.bcred,  slowly  and 
quietly  moved,  apparently  coBrting  rather  than  avoiding 
an  attack  Washington,  in  the  mean  time  watching  the 
development  of  the  enemy's  intention,  approached  the  De- 
laware, which  he  crossed  at  Corryei's  Ferry,  directing  his 
inarch  over  the  high  grounds  in  the  vicinity,  so  as  to  re-  Jurte  53. 
tain  in  his  power  the  choice  of  battle  or  inaction,  as  eir- 
«umstances  should  recommend  either,  and  the  ahility  of 
opposing  any  eventual  movement  against  the  important 
passes  in  the  Highlands.  The  enemy,  fearing  the  passage 
of  the  Rariton,  and  the  force  under  Gates,  now  again  at 
the  head  oi'  the  Northern  department,  pursued  »he  road 
leading  to  the  heights  of  Middletown,  and  thence  to  Sandy- 
Hook.  Morgan  was  detached  to  annoy  their  right  ihuik, 
while  Dickenson  should  harrass  their  left,  and  CadwaladeP 
hang  on  their  rear.   Washington  was  still  inclined  to  strike 


•  The  army  was  to  have  consisted,  in  the  Spriiigf,  of  40,000  men ;  it  a- 
mnunted  only  to  ten  thoi^sand.  The  Biilish  were  nearly  equal  in  number; 
thdr  ftdvantajes  m  point  of  discipline,  anna,  ike.  were' obvious. 
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CHAP,  a  decisive  blow,  but  his  general  officers  contintlei  to  op- 
XIII.      pose  the  idea.     They,  however,  agreed  on  ihe  expediency 

of  reinfor-cing  with  lifteen  hundred  chosen  men  the  detach- 

"  meni  on  the  left  of  the  British. — Another  corps,  one  thou- 

1778  sand  strong,  under  the  direction  of  Wayne,  was  ordered 
forward. — Lee  waving  his  right  to  command  the  whole, 
the  task  doolved  on  the  Marquis  DeLa  Fa.^elte,  with 
whose  inclination  an  attack  on  the  retreating  foe  perfectly 
agreed. — Motives  of  delicacy  intiuced  Lee  to  claim  the  post 
of  honour,  which  he  had  at  first  declined  ;  and.  to  indulge 
liim,  Washington  detached  a  second  corps  to  join  La  Fayr 
ette,  placing  the  united  advance  under  the  direction  of  Ma- 
jor-General  Lee,  should  the  Marquis  not  yet  have  formed 
any  enterprize.  (Jreneral  Clinton,  at  tids  lime,  occupied 
a  strong  position  at  Monmouth  tour! -House,  twelve  miles 
from  the  heights  of  Middletoun.  He  must  he  attacked  in 
the  intermediate  space,  or  effect  his  retreat  without  inju- 
ry. Under  these  circumstances,  Lee  received  orders  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief  "to  attack  the  British  rear,  un- 
less there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to  the  contrary  j" 
and  was,  at  the  same  lime,  informed  of  the  approach  of 
the  main  army  to  support  him.  Clinton  had  remarked  the 
movements  of  the  American  parties  hourh  increasing  on 
both  their  flanks.  He  ccmjectured  that  their  design  was 
upon  his  baggage,  \Ahich  had  been  entrusted  to  ihe  care 
of  Gen.  Knvphausen  ;  and  he  resolved,  vith  a  view  to  save 
that  baggage,  to  make  on  the  corps  in  his  rear  a  vigorous 
attack,  so  as  to  cause  those,  parties  to  be  recalled.  For 
this  purpose,  he  held  back  the  elite  of  his  army,  and,  oa 
the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June,  sending  Knyphausen  on- 
ward, remained  on  the  heights,  near  Monmouth  Court- 
House,  till  about  8  o'clock,  when  he  descended  into  th© 
plain,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march.  Lee  pressed  for- 
ward to  execute  his  orders,  directed  Wayne  to  attack  a 
party  which  covered  the  enemy's  rear,  so  as  to  halt  them, 
whilst  he  himself  should  gain  their  front  by  a  shorter  road 
on  their  left,  and  thus  inteinjept  the  support  which  they 
might  expect  from  the  line.  Soon  he  perceived  that  the 
enemy's  force  was  much  greater  than  had  been  supposed, 
and  a  retrograde  movement  of  the  British  rear  convinced 
him  that  the  foe  had  planned  an  attack.  The  ground  on 
which  he  stood  was  peculiarly  insecure  ;  an  extensive  piece 
of  marshy  soil,  impervious,  except  in  a  few  spots,  stretch- 
ed in  his  rear,  and  threatened  to  intercept  both  retreat 
and  support.  This  induced  Lee  to  fall  back,  in  order  to 
regain  the  heights  from  which  he  had  descended,  and  as- 
sume there  a  position  which  would  enable  him  to  give  to 
the  assailants  a  severe  and  effectual  check.  The  enemy 
had  commenced  a  cannonade  on  one  of  the  flying  parties 
that  harras^scd  1  is  flanks;  fronrthis  W  ashington  concluded 
that  his  orders  had  been  executed,  and  he  rapidly  advane- 
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ed  to  support  the  corps  in  front.     In  effecting  his  retro-     CHAP. 
grade   movement,    Lee  had  been  coinpelled  to  skirmish      XIIL 
\yith  the  enemy,  but  i!je  injury  was  inconsiderable  on  ei  her 
aide.     Riding  onward,  the  Commander  in  Chief  im-t  Lee  === 
thus  retreating.     Of  his  motives  for  this  movement,  of  Ids       ^.  -g 
design  to  make,    on  proper    ground,  a  vigorous   stand — 
the  latter  had  given  no  intimation.     AVith  equal  surpri/e 
and  mortification,  Washington,  therefore,  beheld  the  su;)-  BaWeof 
posed  disgrace  of  his  troops.     Addi'essing  himself  to  Lcc  Aio»n'outh. 
with  n^omentarv  warmth,  he  required  explanation,  and  re- 
ceived only  an  unbecoming  answer.  A  judicious  and  strong 
position,  however,  was  immediately  taken— and  the  enc-     '^^'^ 
my  not  only  checked,  but  repulsed.     In  breaking  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  onset,  Lee  performed  conspicuous  service, 
and  was  then  ordered  to  a  station  in  the  rear.     Affer  a 
keen  contest,  both  parties,  sinking  under  the  intense  heat 
of   the  weather   and  excessive  fatigue,    and   separated. 
moreover,  by  the  intervention  of  the  night,  suspended  the 
murderous  work.     It  was  the  intention  of  the  American 
General  to  renew  the  battle  the  next  morning.     For  this 
purpose,  he  passed  the  night  in  his  cloak,  in  the  midst  of 
his  soldiers,  who  lay  on  their  arms,  close  to  the  British. 
The  latter,  after  collecting  and  removing  their  wounded, 
resumed  their  march,  in  such  order  and  silence,  that  tiieir 
retreat  was  unobserved  by  the  adjacent  American  troops. 
Sir  Henry  completed  his  retreat  \uthout  further  molesta- 
tion—joining Knyphausen  on  the  unassailable  and  secure 
heights  of  IMiddletown,. whence  he  proceeded  to  Sandy- 
Hook,  where  Admiial  Howe  was  ready  to  receive  the  bag- 
gage and  army,  for  transportation  to  New-York. 

The  action  at  Monmouth  was  not  decisive.  The  enemy 
claimed  the  victory.  By  his  nocturnal  movement,  how- 
ever, ho  tacitly  resijjned  the  palm  to  Wasliington.  The 
loss  of  the  British  exceeded  that  of  the  Americans.*  A-  " 
mong  the  slain,  on  the  side  of  the  latter  was  Major  Dick- 
enson, a  brave  Virginian  officer.  The  day  was  so  intensely 
hot  that  many  on  each  side,  fell  and  expired  without  a 
vound.     Independently  of  their  loss  on  that  occasion,  the 


•  Clinton  stated  his  loss  in  dead  and  missinir,  at  four  officers    ?nd  184 
pnvates--his  wounded  at  16  office.s,  and  154  privates      Stedman  ^ays  the 

fZ^r.fu^T'ofa%'''^^rf  'l^^'"^'  '=^>'^^  that  the  Americans  bu.ied -on  tjio 
field  of  battle  249  British  dead.  Ano.her  mistake  of  Gen.  flinto..  \sabolt 
the  moon.  On  June  24  1778.  the  new  moon,  according  ,o  Poo.  W  fl's  Al! 
manack.  printed  at  Philadelphia,  w^s  at  10  in  the  momin?,  and  on  the  28u\ 
of  June,  >t  set  59  mmutes  after  10  at  ni.^ht.  Sir  Henry  wri'cs,  «I  took  (at 
20  at  ni^iit;  advantage  of  the  moon  li^ht  to  rejoin  Ka:  phaw^en  »  IF  Sir 
Henrj- decamped  at  K),  he  had  but  litUe  advarA l^e  of  the  moon  settin-  59 

TTonitVeVf  "'^^•'  lZ\  ^^^r^'^-  ^^'  -^  Vashint";,T"rs  'he^set 
M.-  1?  1.  '  ^n'\'^nT'l^  ^^  '"'"  ^^^  *°5«  «^the  Americans,  accm'dintr  to 
^!r;S  ^;n^'^?  kdlcd-160  wounded-130  missing,  many  of  whJnf  r^ 
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British  suffered  considerably  from  desertion,  ia  thp  course 
of  their  retreat  through  Jersey.  Several  soldiers,  espe- 
cially of  the  foreign  corps,  had  married  in  Philadelphia  ; 
they  abandoned  the  British  standard,  as  soon  !vs  an  oppor- 
tunity was  offered.  Other  causes  thinned  the  enemy'^ 
ranks. 

I'he  /j.meriean  troops,  and  particularly  the  corps  under 
Wayne,  and  the  artillery,  gave  at  Monmouth,  signal  proofs 
of  inberent  courage,  heightened  by  that  confidence  which 
experience  and  discipline  never  fail  to  inspire.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  the  army,  received  from  Congress 
the  grateful  applause  to  which  they  were  entitled.  The 
American  army  then  moved  on\^d  to  the  Western  shore 
of  the  Hudson,  with  a  view  to  protect  those  passes,  whic|i 
were  justly  considered  as  the  American  21iermopyl(£, 

The  retreat  of  Lee  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been 
judicious,  necessary,  beneficial.  It  probably  saved  the 
American  advance  from  utter  destruction.  Thus  far,  he 
was  entitled  to  the  applause  and  gi*alitude  of  America; 
but  he  was  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  neglect  in  not  com- 
municating to  the  Commander  in  Chief  his  reasons  for  ^ 
retrograde  movement,  dictated  by  a  change  of  circum- 
stances in  the  British  rear,  and  executed  with  a  quickness 
of  decision  which  did  real  honour  to  his  militai-y  genius ; 
he  was  guilty  of  giving  the  pernicious  example  of  insubor- 
dination by  an  unbecoming  and  disrespectful  reply  to  the 
explanation  demanded  from  him  by  the  same  Commander 
in  Cliief,  when  unexpectedly  met  in  the  attitude  of  re- 
treat :  this  second  error  he  aggravated  by  tlie  haughty 
and  resentful  letters  which  he  subsequently  addressed  to 
General  Washington.  But  these  faults  fell  far  short  of 
" disobedience  to  orders"  or  "a  shameful  retreat."  The 
inconsistency  of  the  sentence  passed  upon  him  by  the 
court  mariial  that  found  him  guilty  of  those  heavy  charge?, 
has  justly  been  remarked  by  every  historian.  His  blood 
alone  could  have  atoned  for  such  complicated  guilt — with 
such  a  load  of  criminality  on  his  head,  lie  ought  to  have 
been  casliiered  and  shot—still,  he  was  only  suspended  for 
one  year.  It  was  not  the  punishment — it  was  the  imputa* 
tion,  which  clouded  the  condemned  Generars  intellect, 
and  envenomed  his  heart,  souring  the  natural  irritability 
of  his  temper  into  a  violent  misanthropliy.  Bitter  and  de- 
lirious invective,  mai;^  ?  devotion  to  envy  and  hate,  dark- 
ened the  remainder  of  u  life,  whose  meridian  splendour  had 
promised  a  bright  a;id  serene  evening.*     But  whilst  truth 


•  Miijor-Gcneral  Charles  Lee,  died  in  Phibdelpliia,  of  a  dcfluxionon  the 
Itjngs,  Uct  2,  1782.  His  last  moments  wore  attended  only  by  his  favorite 
Iialian  servant,  and  Mr  Oswald,  the  printer,  who  had  served  under  liim  as- 
an  officer.  He  h.ad  tiilcen  lodg-inps  in  the  Phdadclphla  tavern,  called  the 
Conestog-a  waggon,  dcsit^ned'ciiicfiy  for  the  accommodation  of  common 
countiy-nien.    "The  clergy  of  diliercnt  denominations,  the  President  ci' 


sketclies  the  melancholy  picture,  let  tlie  genei^cftis  tear  of  CHAP. 
iympathy  hlot  it  out !  Let  nothing  of  Lee  be  remembered     XIIL 
but  the  effulgence  of  his  genius — and  tlie  essential  services 
^hieh  he  rendered  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  especially  in  ■ 

the  Southern  States !  Indeed,  his  foibles  and  oddities  had      1773 
scarcely  any  effect  in  which  history  is  interested. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  British  army  was  embarking  The  Count 
at  Sandy-Hook  for  New  York,  an  event  occurred  which  i^'Estaing 
gave  to  the  Americans  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  at  least  on  ^"coast'of 
their  o\^n  coast.     We  have  adverted  to   the  active  mari-  Viiginia. 
time  preparations  of  France.     An  important  branch  of  July  5. 
these  was  the  equipment  at  Toulon  of  a  fleet,  consisting  of 
12  ships  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates.     With  a  considera- 
ble number  of  seamen  and  land-troops  on  board,  that  fleet 
sailed  on  the  13th  of  April.     Adverse  winds  greatly  re- 
tarded its  progress.     It  reached  the  coast  of  Virginia  only 
on  th'e  5th  of  July.    The  Count  D'Estaing  was  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  and  the  Chevalier  Gerard,  who 
had  negotiated,  in  the  name  of  his  most  christian  Majesty, 
the  treaties  between  France  and  the   United    States,  and 
been  appointed  to  represent  his  Sovereign  near  the  new 
Republic. 

The  destination  of  this  force  was  the  Delaware-     Had 
not   unpropitious  circumstances   protracted    the  Count's 
passage  to  the  unusual  space  of  eightj'-seven  days,  he  would 
have  found  Lord  Howe  still  within  the  Capes  of  the  Dela- 
ware, with  an  inferior  fleet  ;  and  it  is  not  extravagant  to 
suppose  that  a  zealous  and  well  directed  co-operation  wifh 
the  American  forces,  would  have  terminated  not  only  in  the 
destruction  of  that  fleet,  but  also  in  the  capture  of  the 
British   army.     But  the   golden    moment   had  elapsed. 
D'Estaing    disappointed    in  his  original    object,  steered  xf^^^y'^jj 
Northwardly,  and,  on  the  11th  of  July,  anchored  off  New     ^^' 
York,  intending  an  attack  on  the  British  fleet  in  the  har-  jy^y  n 
hour  of  that  place: 

Before  we  trace  his  further  operations,  let  us  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  novel  and  interesting  scene,  which  the  reception 
of  the  representative  of  a  friendly  and  powerful  monarch, 
presented  in  Philadelphia. 

No  sooner  was  intelligence  received  of  the  arrival  of  the 
French  INIinister  in  the  Delaware,  on  his  passage  to  Phila-  Reception 
dclphia,   where  the  Congress  had  resumed  their  sittings,  of  the 


Congfress,  several  Members  of  Conp-ess,  the  President  and  some  Members 
of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  his  excellency  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  Mr  Marbois,  Secretary  of  the  Embassy,  the  .Minister  of 
Finance,  General  Baron  Viomenil,  Duke  de  Lausanne,  the  ^linister  at 
War,  and  several  other  officers  of  distinction,  French  and  American,  and 
a  respectable  concourse  of  citizens  attended  his  funeral,  and  paid  military 
honours  *o  his  remains." — Vir.  Gaz.  Oct.  1%  178^ 
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CHAP,  than  a  Committee  was  appointed  hy  Ihat  venerable  Body  t» 
XIII.     wait  on  him,  and  a  house  prepared   for  his  residence.     A 
public  audience  was  soon  aHerwards  given  him  by  the  su- 
" '  ■  prenie  national  Council  of  confederated  America.     Proper 

^■YjQ      measures  were  taken  to  impart  to  that  ceremony  a  solem- 
niiy  anti  dignity  worthy  of  the  two  allied  nations.     R.  H. 
nisterby       ^^^f  ''"^l  Samuel  Adams  accompanied  the  Chevalier,  in  a 
tile  Con-       coach  provided  by  Congress,  to  the  ^State-House,  Avhere  he 
gtess.  ^vas  received  with  open  doors.     Besides  the  members  of 

Ccmgress,  about  two  hundred  Gentlemen  attended  the  au- 
dicn  e.  Among  these  were  the  Vice-President  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Speaker  and  Members  of  tht  Legislature  of  that  State,  se- 
veral foreigners  of  distinction,  and  officers  of  the  army.  A 
semi-iircle  was  formed  by  the  i'ongressional  Delegates,  at 
one  extremity  of  which  sat  the  President,  and  at  the  other 
the  Representative  of  the  French  Monarch.  The  Minis- 
ter's Secretary  delivered  his  Credentials,  after  the  reading 
of  which,  he  himself  arose  and  addressed  Congress  in  the 
following  speech ; 

"  Gentle  ME  Jr, 

Speech  of  ««  The  Connexion  formed  by  the  King, 

Mr.  Gerard,  n  jj^y  master,  with  the  United  States  of  America,  is  so  a- 
"  gi-eeable  to  him,  that  he  could  no  longer  delay  sending 
**  me  to  reside  among  you,  for  the  purpose  of  cementing 
<*  it.  It  will  give  his  Majesty  great  satisfaction  to  learn 
**  that  the  sentiments  which  have  shone  forth  on  this  oe- 
«  casjon,  justify  that  eoniidence  with  which  he  has  been 
**  inspired  by  the  zeal  and  character  of  the  Commission- 
"  ers  of  the  United  States  in  France,  the  wisdom  and  for- 
<•  titude  which  have  directed  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
«'  and  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  the  people  they 
*'  represent:  a  confidence  which,  you  know.  Gentlemen, 
<*  has  been  the  basis  of  tliat  truly  amicabJe  and  disinterest- 
"  ed  system,  on  Mhich  he  has  treated  with  the  United 
«  Stntes." 

*'  It  is  not  Ids  Majesty's  fault  that  the  engagements  he 
**  has  entered  into  did  not  establish  your  Independence  and 
*'  repose,  without  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  with- 
*'  out  agi;r;ivating  the  calamities  of  mankind,  whose  hap- 
«  piness  it  is  his  highest  ambition  to  promote  and  secure. 
*•  But  since  the  hostile  measures  and  designs  of  the  com- 
<♦  mon  enemy  have  given  to  engagements  purely  eventu- 
*'  al,  an  immediate,  positive,  permanent,  and  indissoluble 
*•  force,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  King,  my  master,  that  the 
<'  allies  should  turn  their  whole  attention  to  fulfil  those 
*•  eng.igenients  in  the  manner  most  useful  to  the  common 
*<  cause,  and  best  faloulated  to  obtain  that  peace  which 
"  is  the  object  of  the  alliance." 
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«  If.  is  upoiithi»])rinciplp  that  he  has  hastened  to  send    CHAP, 
*•  you  a   powerful  aa:sisltuice,  which  you  owe  only  lo  his      Xlll. 
**  friendship^  to  tlie  sincere  regi'.rd  he  has  for  eve»'y  thing 
"  which  relates  to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States,  " 

"  and  to  his  desir*'  of  contributing  with  eiBcacy  to  esta-  1770 
"  blish  your  repose  and  prosperiry  upon  an  honourable 
<*  and  solid  foundafion.  And  further,  it  is  his  expecta- 
**  t ion  that  the  principles  which  may  be  adojfted  by  the 
**  respective  governments,  will  tend  to  strengthen  those 
**  bonds  of  union  which  have  originated  in  the  mutual  in- 
"  terest  of  the  two  nations." 

"  The  principal  obje^^'-t  of  ray  instructions  is  to  connect 
**  the  interests  of  France  with  those  of  the  United  States, 
**  I  flatter  myself.  Gentlemen,  that  uiy  past  conduct  in 
*'  the  affairs  which  concern  them,  has  already  convi/med 
*'  you  of  the  determination  I  feel  to  endeavour  to  obey  my 
**  instructions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve  the  con (i- 
"  dence  of  Congress,  tlie  friendship  of  its  members,  and 
*'  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  America." 

To  this  address,  Henry  Laurens,  then  Picsident  of 
Congress,  returned  the  fdKowing  answer  :  • 

"  Sir 

*<  The  treaties  between  his  Most  Christian  ISIa-  ^^^^^^^ 
**  jesty  and  the  Unitd  States  of  America,  so  fuUy  demon- 
**  strate  his  wisdom  and  magnanimity,  as  to  command  the 
**  reverence  of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of  Ame- 
"  rica  in  particular,  can  never  forget  his  beneiicent  at- 
*'  teution  to  their  violated  riglits,  nor  cease  to  aeksovv- 
**  ledge  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Providence,  in  raising  t  hem 
**  up  so  powerful  and  illustrious  a  friend.  It  is  the  hope 
"  and  opinion  of  Congress,  that  the  confidence  iiis  .Majrs- 
*•  iy  reposes  in  the  firmness  of  these  Stales  will  receive  ai- 
<'  ditional  strength  from  every  day's  experience. 

"  This  assembly  are  convinced  that,  iiad  it  rested  solely 
*'  with  the  Most  Christian  King,  not  only  the  ludeisendcn -e 
'*  of  these  States  would  have  been  universally  acknowlcdg- 
**  ed,  but  their  tranquility  fully  established.  We  hirnvnt 
*'  that  lust  of  domination  which  gave  birtli  to  the  present 
*'  war,  and  has  prolonged  and  extended  the  miseries  of 
<'  mankind.  Wc  ardently  Avish  to  slieath  the  swoid  a  id 
'*  spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood;  but  we  are  detcv- 
*'  mined,  by  every  measure  in  our  power,  to  fuKil  th()se 
**  eventual  engagements,  which  have  acquired  »)osi{lvp  and 
"  permanent  force  from  the  hostile  designs  and  measures 
"  of  the  enemy. 

*•  Congress  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  assistance  so 
*•'  wisely  and  so  generously  sent,  will  bring  Great  3^i!<ain 
"  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  moderation,  prosnote  the  com- 
*•'  mon  interests  of  France  and  America,  and  secure  peace 
-'  and  tranquility  on  the  tnost  firm  and  honourable  founda- 
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*<  tion ;  neither  can  it  be  doubted  that  those  who  adminis* 
**  tep  the  powers  of  government  within  the  several  Slates 
"  of  this  Union,  will  cement  that  connection  with  the  sub- 
**  jeets  of  France,  the  ben^^ficial  effects  of  which  have  al- 
**  ready  been  so  sensibly  felt. 

"  Sir,  from  the  experience  we  have  had  ofyour  exer- 
"  tions  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  our  country,  as  well 
"  as  your  own,  it  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  Congress 
♦<  receive  as  the  first  iVlinister  from  his  Most  Christian  Ma* 
'*  jesty,  a  Gentleman  whose  past  conduct  affords  a  happy 
«  presage  that  he  will  merit  the  confidence  of  this  Body, 
"  the  friendship  of  its  Members,  and  the  esteem  of  the 
*<  citizens  of  America.'* 

After  this,  the  Minister  retired,  again  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Adams.  In  the  afternoon,  a  splendid 
entertainment  was  given  him  by  Congress ;  the  most  resr 
pectable  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  distinguished 
characters,  participated  in  the^efc. 

Situated  as  America  then  was,  this  audience  exhibited, 
to  her  a  spectacle  truly  magnineent  and  pleasing.  It  gave 
to  her  infant  empire  a  character ftf  maturity;  it  confirmed 
the  principles  on  which  the  alliance  was  founded,  and  drew 
the  two  nations  close  to  each  other.  The  appellation  of 
ft  very  Dear,  Great  Friends  and  Allies,"  by  which  Louis 
XVI  had  addressed  the  Representatives  of  the  Union,  in 
the  credentials  of  his  Minister,  jvas  productive  of  much  po- 
pular enthusiasm  ;  it  was  re-echoed  throughout  the  coun- 
try, with  blessings  on  the  Monarch  whom  the  people  con- 
sidered as  the  source  of  every  kind  act  towards  America* 
The  Gazettes  of  that  day  are  filled  with  effusions  in  hi» 
praise. 

Unfortunately,  circumstances  did  not  favour  the  early 
exertions  of  France  in  behalf  of  her  Ally.  We  have  seen 
D'Estaing  baffled  in  his  design  upon  the  Britisli  fleet  in 
the  Delaware.  The  elements  continued  to  thwart  his 
active,  enterprizing  spirit.  The  attempt  which  he  medi- 
tated against  the  same  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New-York, 
was  soon  ascertained  to  be  impraef  ieable,  the  water  on  the 
bar.  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbour,  not  being  of  sufficient 
depth  to  admit  the  passage  of  tlie  lai'gest  French  ships, 
without  the  most  imminent  danger.  He,  therefore,  quit- 
ted New- York,  without  striking  the  intended  blow,  steered 
to  the  Southward,  as  far  as  the  moulli  of  the  Delaware,  and 
suddenly  changing  his  course,  steered  for  Rhode- Island, 
against  which  an  expedition  had  been  concerted  between 
him  and  the  Commander  in  Chief.  A  kind  of  fatality 
seems  to  have  attached  itself  to  D'Estaing'i*  movements. 
The  British  ministry,  apprized  of  his  equipment  at  Tou- 
lon, had  detached  Vice- Admiral  Byron  to  intercept  him. 
The  Count,  however,  passed  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  soon- 
er than  luid  been  anticipated,  and  Byron  followed  him  to 
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America.    The  British  squadron  also  met  with  tempe^u-    CHAP. 
ous  weather — separated — and  arrived  in  distress,  on  differ-      XIII. 
ent  and  remote  parts  of  the  American  coast.     Soon  after  ____ 
P'Estaing  had  quitted  Sandy-Hook,    four  ships  of  war  "- " 

reached  that  station,  and  reinforced  Admiral  Howe.~»IIad      4'r<Y% 
D'Estaing  continued  a  few  days  longer  hefore  New- York, 
these    ships  must,  indubitably  have  yielded  to  his  supe- 
rior strength. 

Against  Rhode  Island,  an  attack  had,  for  some  time,  beeo 
in  contemplation.  General  Sullivan,  who  commanded  ia 
its  neiglibourhood,  had,  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the 
French  ileet,  made  preparations  for  that  purpose.  Uiw 
happily,  two  successful  incursions  of  the  British,  the  ont  * 
under  Campbell,  and  the  other  under  Eyre,  nearly  annihii* 
lated  the  means  of  transportation  and  hostility,  already  in 
a  satisfactory  state  of  forwai'dness. — With  fresh  ardour, 
they  had  been  resumed — and  the  co-operation  of  the 
French  fleet,  together  with  the  spirited  aid  of  numerous 
volunteers  hourly  flocking  to  Sullivan's  banners,  opened  situation  of 
(he  most  flattering  prospect  of  sujccess.  To  ensure  this,  the  affairs  there 
militia  of  the  Eastern  States  had  been  called  into  the  field  ; 
and  General  Greene  had  advanced  to  Tiverton,  with  a  de-s 
tachment  of  Continental  and  State  troops,  and  some  mili.- 
tia. — Sullivan  was  stationed  on  the  main,  near  the  town  of 
Providence. 

In  Rhode  Ishind  the  British  Major  Pigott  commanded. 
He  had  lately  received  considerable  reinforcements  from 
New  York  ;  six  thousand  choice  troops  now  composed  the 
garrison. — Concentrating  his  forces,  Pigott  abandoned 
Connecticut  Island,  and  some  works  which  he  had  erected 
at  the  North  end  of  Riiode  Islsyid,  to  prevent  invasion 
frogi  the  adjacent  Continent. — All  his  force  was  collected 
TO  Newport. 

D'Estaing  blocked  up  the  three  entrances  to  Rhode  Isi 
land.  At  sight  of  his  squadron,  the  British  consigned  to 
the  flames  several  small  gallics  and  frigates,  employed  in 
guarding  those  passages.  This  alone  could  prevent  theui 
from  becoming  the  prey  of  the  French. 

A  plan  of  joint  assault  was  arranged  by  the  Count  and 
Sullivan.  Oa  the  8th  of  August,  D'Estaing  entered  the  August  8, 
harbour,  receiving  and  returning  the  fire  of  the  British 
batteries  as  he  passed  them,  and  anchored  at  a  small  dis- 
tance from  Newport.  Some  unlucky  delays  prevented 
Sullivan  from  landing  on  tliat  day,  in  conformity  with  the 
arrangement  before  noticed.  'I'he  next  day  was,  there- 
fore, mutually  agreed  upon,  for  the  attack  thus  inevitably 
postponed.-^The  punctilious  delicacy  of  military  charac- 
ters, especially  in  the  service  of  monarehs,  where  rank  and 
title,  and  grade,  and  the  etiquette  attendant  on  them,  ac- 
quire an  impor.tance  unknown  in  Republics,  produced 
transieiit  iil-huiaour,  chiclly  on  the  part,  of  the  County  who 
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CITAP.    probably  wasotber^iiBe  cba.ejrincd  at  the  endless  disappoint* 
XIII.      inents   of  his  ill-fated  onlerprize. — Harmony,   Ijowever, 
Avas  soon  restoi'«d  ;  and  every  thing  appeared  in  readiues» 
"""  for  the  operations  of  the  sacceeding  day.     At  dawn,  (h« 
1778       >vhole  American  arn»y  landed  on   the  North  extremity  of 
Bhode  Island,  and  immediately  prepared  for  the  execution 
Augusts,      ofthe  concerted  attach.     At  this  moment,  a  British  ileet 
appeared  in  sight,  aixl  drew  the  entire  attention  of  the 
French  commander.      Lord  Howe,  with  a  force  now  in- 
creased to  eight  line  of  battle-ships,  five  ships  of  iifty 
^■nns,  tv.o  of  forty- fi»iir  guns,  and  four  frigates,  with  three 
fire-shipsi,  two  bombs,  and  a  number  of  smaller  vessels, 
•  had  come  ottt  of  the  harbour  before  New  Yot  k,  determined 
to  hazard  an  engagement  with  the  Count,  for  the  relief  of 
Newport,      \fter  sailing  close  into  the  land,  and  commu- 
nicating wirt!  tb<'  garrison,  he  came  to  an  anchor  off  Point 
D'Estain^     Juditli,  a  little  to  the  Southward.     AVben  Admiral  Howe 
port  ofieht  fn'st  appcarctl,   the  win'  blew  directly  into  the   harbour. 
Lord  Howe.  This  circumstance  chained  D'Estaiug  to  his  station,  and 
August  10.    prevented  his  closing   with   Howe.     The  next    morning, 
Isnwever.  the  wind  suddenly  changed  to  the  North-East  j 
and  the  Fr«ii''h  Admiral,  eagerly  seizing  on  this   favoura- 
ble cireumstanco,  immeniateiy  sailed  out  of  the  harl>oup, 
and  formiagliis  s'>*?[<si:i  or<'er  of  battle, ashecameout,  bore 
down  upon  the  British  fleet.     Lord  llowe  judged   it  pru- 
dent to  decline  a  conflict   in  wlmh.  beside  the  weather 
gage,  his  opponent  possessed  the  advantage  of  superior 
A  storm  se-  weight  of  metal.     Tie.  therefore,    weighed  anchor,    and 
tw^flert?^    Stood  to  the  Southward.     D'Estaing  hastened  to  pursue 
liim,  and  the  two  fleets  soon  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
eye. — For  nearly  tAvo  days,  this  ret  reat  and  this  pursuit 
August  11.    continued. — Suddenly,  a  most  tremendous  storm  arose,#nd 
parted  the  hostile  fleets,  when,  at  last,  on  the  point  of  com- 
ing to  action.     Such  was  the  vehemence  of  the  wind,  and 
such  the  fury  of  the  sea.  thai  even  the  individual  ships  of 
each  squadron  were  separated  and  dispersed.     When  the 
violence  of  the  sforni  a!)ate<l,  each  Admirel   endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  collect  liis  scattered  squadron.     A  few  days, 
howevpv,  brought  the  two  fleets  to  the  harbours  of  New 
York  and  Newport. 

During  theirdispersion,  single  vessels  accidentally  met  j 
partial  insult  and  lnju''y  ensued  ;  but  no  important  capture 
was  made.  The  Renown,  of  fifty  gans,  fell  in,  on  the  e- 
vening  of  tl^e  13th.  with  the  Languedoe.  H'Estaing's  own 
shin,  of  ninety  guns,  so  much  damaged  by  the  tempest 
that  she  was  without  tidier  masts  or  rudder.  The  Count 
ordered  an  Arnoriean  Pilot,  then  on  board,  to  hail  the  np- 
^roafbing  vessel.  No  answer  was  returned  ;  but  the  Re- 
nown, witli  full  sail,  running  close  under  the  stem  of  tlie 
L5^nguedoe.  suddenly  lujlsted  Fnglinh  cnlours,  poni'ed  in 
all  her  firpi.  and  precipitately  retired-,     'i'hc  insulted  ship 
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discharged  two  chase -ejuns,  and  no  further  attempt  was    CHAP. 
made  aj^inst  her.     The  same  evening,  the  Preston  of  50      Xlll. 
guns,  attacked  thcTomiant  of  SO  guns,  with  hermain -mast  ^ 

only  standing  :  a  fierce  contest  hegan,  hut  darkness  soon  '" 

put  an  end  to  its  rage.  On  the  16tli,  the  Csesar,  a  French  1773 
74,  fell  in  with  the  Isis,  a  British  sliip  of  50  guns — engaged 
her-^and  would  have  taken  her,  had  not  some  other  En-  "£"^*^  • 
glish  ships  hove  in  sight  *  The  circumstance  induced  the 
Csesarto  put  hefore  the  wind,  and  leave  the  Isis  conside- 
rahly  injured  in  hci-  masts,  sails,  and  rigging.  Much  prow- 
ess was  displa.ved  on  hoth  sides  ;  hut  the  damage  in  killed 
and  wounded,  fell  chiefly  on  the  Csesar. 

On  land,  the  rage  of  the  tempest  was  no  less  fatnl  than 
on  sea.  On  the  12th  an  intense  rain  hegan  to  fall,  ac- 
companied with  a  furious  wind  ;  during  the  night,  the  hor- 
rors of  the  storm  increased,  and  as  neitiier  marquee  nor 
tent  could  stand,  hoth  the  officers  and  soldiers  rcnrained 
exposed  to  all  its  violence,  without  cover  of  any  kind. 
The  ground  was  so  wet  that  they  could  not  lay  on  it  their 
•wearied  frames  ;  and  the  wind  hlew  with  such  impetuosity 
sjis  to  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  stand  up.  Several  of 
the  soldiers  perished  in  the  storm  ;  many  horses  died  ;  the 
greatest  part  of  the  muskets  became  unlit  for  use  ;  a  vast 
quantity  of  ammunition  was  irreparably  damaged  ;  in 
short,  the  situation  of  the  army  was  truly  deplorahle. 
TIte  British  garrison,  having  been  screened  under  the 
roofs  of  Newport,  or  in  their  works  from  the  severity  of 
the  tempest,  were  fresh,  alert,  and  vigorous.  Had  they,  .  .  j . 
as  soon  as  the  weather  cleared  np,  assailed  the  enfeebled,  "^* 
distressed,  dispirited  Americans,  it  is  supppsed  that  the 
result  would  have  ])roved  fatal  to  the  latter.  They  re- 
mained inactive,  however  ;  and  Sullivan's  army,  soon  re- 
covering their  late  alacrity  and  vigour,  began  their  ap- 
proaches towards  the  British  lines,  anxiously,  yet  confi- 
dently looking  for  the  return  of  the  French  fleet. 

It  re-appeared  on  the  19th  ;  but  D'Estaing  was,  by  his 
instructions,  peremptorily  directed  to  sail  for    Boston,  Au^stl9, 


•  We  follow  Heath's  account,  as  he  conversed  with  the  officers  of  the 
Caesar,  soon  after  The  Captain  of  the  Caesar  was  not  the  celebrated  Bon. 
gainville,  as  Stedman  says.  His  name  was  Raimondis.  "  On  his  being 
firou^ht  up  to  Boston,  our  General  paid  him  a  visit,  and  expressed  to  him 
his  regret  for  the  arm  he  liad  lost ;  to  which  the  Captain  replied,  although 
veiy  weak  thmugh  the  great  loss  of  blood  he  had  stistained,  that  he  was 
ready  to  lose  his  ether  arm  in  the  cause  of  the  ATnericuns." 

Heath's  Msmidm,  page  192. 

And  Heath,  throughout  whose  work,  there  runs  an  admirable  vein  of  ge- 
nuine  sensibility  and  soldierlike  candour,  thereupon  exclaims,  "  Remem- 
ber this,  ye  Americans,  in  future  times  !" 

Raimondis  got  well  at  Boston,  and  returned  to  France  soon  after  in  the 
frigate  The  jiUiaru:e,v/iih  the  Marquis  deLa  Favette, 

S  P 
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CHAP,  should  any  disaster  befall  his  fleet,  or  a  superior  British 
XUI.     naval  force  appear  on  the  coasL     The  effects  of  the  late 
_  storm  on  several  of  his  ships,  and  the  well  ascertained  ar- 

"~~~~"  rival  of  several  ships  of  war  at  New-York,  had  induced  his 
1778      officers  unanimously  to  advise  strict  obedience  to  the  letter 
of  his  instructions.    Jealousy,  it  appears,    prompted  these 
D'Estaing  officers  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  the  Count,  and  to  obstruct, 
retires  to      vtrhenever  a  plausible  motive   occurred,  the   advancement 
oston.        ^j.  jjj^  military  fame.     The  Count  was  properly  a  land  offi- 
cer ;  and  his  appointment  over  them,  in  a  naval  capacity, 
they  silently,  but  deeply  resented.     Thus  situated,  D'Es- 
taing found  it  necessary  to  comply  with  his  instructions, 
and  to  retire  to   Boston,  for  the  purposes  of  refitting  his 
shattered  fleet.     In  this  resolution,  when  once  declared, 
he  inflexibly  persisted  ;  neither  the  intreaties  of  La  Fayette, 
nor  the  remonstrances  of  Sullivan  and  tireene,  could  in- 
duce him  to  deviate  from  his  determinatio:i. 

This  measure  rendered  iuiprauticable  the  immediate  re- 
duction of  Newport ;  nay,  the  situation  of  the  American 
army  now  became  insecure.  The  numerous  volunteers 
who  hail  Joined  it,  disheartened  by  the  departure  of  the 
fleet,  daily  went  home  in  great  numbers,  so  that  the  force 
which  ultimately  remained  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  Bri- 
tish garrison.  It  was  rumoured,  too,  that  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
*  ton  had  left  New  York  with  four  thousand  men,  to  relieve 

SnlTivan  rai-  I^^^^'^^  Island.     It  was,   therefore,  resolved  to  raise    the 
sesthesiepe  siege  of  New-port  and  retire  to  the  North  end  of  the  Is- 
of  Newport,  land,  there  to  wait  for  the  return  of  D'Estaing,  who  was 
now  moored  in  Nantasket  road. 

To  effect  this,  Sullivan  took  judicious  measures.     He 
directed  the  works  on  the  Northern  extremity  of  the  Island 
to  be   repaired   ajid    strengthened :  sent   off  the  heaviest 
parts  of  his  baggage  to  the  main,  where  a  strong  post  was 
secured.     After  this,  he   silently  evacuated  the  camp  be- 
fore Newport,  in  the  night,  and  gained  a  march  of  seve- 
ral hours,  unobserved   by   the  British  army,  leaving  be- 
August28,    }jj,,(i  jjjn^  parties  of  light  troops  to  cover  his  retreat,  by 
skirmishing  with  the  British  troops,  as  they   should  ad- 
vance.    Tluis  the  main  body  was  enabled  to  form  an  en- 
campment on  the  advantageous  ground  in  view,  without 
theBntih!     ^"7  molestation.     When  day  light   discove«ed  this  move- 
ment to  the  enemy,  they  advanced  with  their  whole  force 
August  29.    in  two  columns.     The  American  light  troops,  keeping  up 
a  retreating  fire,  slowly  fell  back  on  the  main  army,  now 
arranged  for  action   on  the  ground  of  their  encampment. 
The  enemy  formed  on  Quaker  Hill,  a  favourable  position 
in  front  of  th-e  American  line.     They  then  began  a  can- 
nonade, which  was  returned  with  double   force.     Several 
skirmishes  took  place  l)etweon  the  advanced  p;u  t'cs.     Two 
ships  of  war  and  som:i  small  armed  vessels  of  he  British, 
having  gained  the  right  flank-of  tiie  American-,  and  com- 
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menoed  a  fire,  the  enemy  bent  their  whole  force  that  way —    CHAP. 
twice  they  attempted  to  dislodge  CicneralGr«*ene,  who  com-       XIJI. 

manded  the  right  wing,  from  an  advanced  redoubt — twice  

they  were  driven  back  in  great  confusion — in  greater  num-  " 
bers,  they  made  a  third  attempt — timely  aid  was  seut  /or-       1773 
ward,  and  baffled  their  most  obstinate  efforts. — They  re- 
tired, in  disorder,  to  the  high  ground  which  they  had  first 
occupied,    leaving  their  dead  and  woumied  behind  <hem. 
In  that  affair,  the    American  troops  displayed  ad;"iraUle 
Urmuess,  and  intrepidity,  preserving  in  the  faee  of  the  ene- 
my the  calm  and  regular  attitude  of  veterans.     Th«^  praise      „ 
bestowed  h}  Sullivan  both  on  his  officers  and  his  men,  was  from  uhode 
merited. — His  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  amoun-  Islani 
ted  10211.     It  was  greatly  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Bri-    August  3Q. 
tish. 

The  next  morning,  undoubted  intelligence  was  received 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  approaching  with  the  expected 
reinforcement.  It  was  likewise  ascertained  that  a  long 
time  must  elapse  before  the  return  of  the  French  Squa- 
dron. Under  these  circumstances,  the  situation  of  the 
army  scarcely  allowed  one  moment  for  deliberation  A 
retreat  became  imperiously  necessarjy  but  t»  retreat  in 
the  face  of  an  enemy  equal,  if  not  supemr  in  numbers,  and 
with  impunity  to  cross  from  an  Island  to  the  main,  w  as  an 
arduous,  if  not  impracticable  undertaking.  Stratagem  ac- 
complished it.  Throughout  the  day,  Sullivan  exhibited 
every  appearance  of  an  intention  to  maintain  his  ground, 
and  so  soon  as  the  nig^ht  spread  its  shades,  silently  struck 
his  tents,  and  before  two  in  morning,  the  whole  army  had 
crossed  over,  unperceived  by  the  enemy.  The  troops  were 
stationed  along  the  coast,  between  Tiverton  and  Provir 
dence. 

The  Marquis  De  La  F'ayette  arrived  about  12  at  night  ^eal  of  La. 
from  Boston,  where  he  had  gone  to  solicit  the  speedy  re-  Fayette. 
turn  of  th«^  fleet.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Marquis.  Nature  had  largely  endowed  him  with 
that  ardency  of  soill  that^  delights  in  great  enterprizes, 
and  aspires  to  fame  by  splendid  [personal  atchievements. 
Rhode  Island  he  had  considered  as  a  theatre  on  which  he 
might  display  his  courage,  both  under  the  eye  of  his  country- 
men, and  that  of  a  people  whose  idol  his  bewitching  affabi- 
lity, as  well  as  his  martial  ardour  and  his  zeal  in  tlicir 
cause,  had  rendered  him.  The  unavoidable  retreat  of  the 
French  fleet  had  snatched  the  laurel  from  his  grasp.  He 
was  now  still  more  sensibly  mortified  at  his  absence  from  tlm 
field  of  action  on  the  29tli.  He  had  rode  to  Boston,  a  dis- 
tance of  70  miles,  in  7  hours  ;  he  returned  in  6  hours  and 
a  half,  Just  in  time  to  have  the  charge  of  the  rcur-guard 
on  the  retreat. — In  the  approbation  of  Congress,  of  the 
Commander  in  Ciiief,  and  of  the  milion,  Sullivan  and  his 
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gallant  comradea,  found  the  reward  due  to  genuine  worth, 
even  when  fortune  disappoints  its  primary  objects. 

To  produce  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  a  multitude  of 
extraordinary  and  improbable  circumstances,  must  evi- 
dently have  concurred.  When  it  was  undertaken,  its  suc- 
cess appeared  certain  even  to  the  least  sanejuine.  Accor- 
dingly, the  disappointment  caused  by  its  unfortunate  issue 
was  keenly  felt,  especially  in  the  northern  States,  whose 
exertions  to  promote  a  happier  result,  had  been  ardent 
and  substantial.  The  chagrin  experienced  on  the  occasion 
veatt  d  itself  in  ill  timed  and  impolitic  murmurs  against  the 
Frencli  Admiral,  to  whose  retreat  the  whole  evil  was  at- 
tributed. The  Count,  however,  in  the  distressed  state  of 
his  fleet,  and  tied  down,  as  he  was  to  the  letter  of  his  in- 
structions, by  the  watchful  Jealousy  of  his  officers,  and  by 
the  nature  of  a  service  which  admitted  of  no  compromise 
with  positive  orders,  and  established  rules,  could  scarcely 
have  acted  otherwise.  Want  of  spirit  could  not  be  im-" 
puted  to  him  ;*  nor  could  he  be  charged  with  an  indispo- 
sition to  promote  the  triumph  of  the  common  cause. 
Washington,  Hancock,  Heath,  and  other  influential  charac- 
ters, saw  all  this  ;  tiiey  saw  likewise  the  fatal  effects  threa- 
tened by  mutual  Pritation.  Their  prudent  and  tempe- 
rate measures,  together  with  those  of  Congress  and  the 
council  of  Massachusetts,  succeeded  in  speedily  restoring 
harmony  and  cordiality  between  the  French  and  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and  those  accidental  feuds  and  Jealousies,  which 
the  enemies  of  the  common  cause,,  both  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, would  have  rejoiced  to  see  converted  into  a  serious 
rupture,  happily  vanished,  after  clouding  for  a  moment  the 
bright  prospects  w^hich  the  alliance  had  opened. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  in  Rhode  Island  the  day  af- 
ter it  was  eva«uated.  Disappointed  in  cutting  off*  Sulli- 
van's retreat,  he  steered  back  towards  New  York,  and,  on 
his  way  planned  an  expedition  against  New  London.  Ad^ 
verse  winds  opposed  his  design  ;  he  therefore,  continued  his 
route,  leaving  the  fleet  and  the  troojH  on  board,  under  the 
command  of  >Iajor  General  Gray,  with  orders  to  proceed 
east  wardly  uj^on  asimilarexpedition  in  Buzzards  Bay.  These 
orders  were  executed  with  promptitude  and  success.  En- 
tering Acushnet  river.  Gray  burnt  and  destroyed  all  the 
ships  he  could  reach — surrendered  to  the  flames  the  Towns 
of  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven,  a  number  of  store- houses,  and 
a  Fort  on  tfie  Eastern  bank — carrying  off  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  his  booty,  and  destroying  the  rest.  I'hence  he 
proceeded  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  where  he  repeated  the 
same  predatory  warfare — sparing  nothing,  disarming  the 
inhabitants,  &c.  with  the  speed  of  the  freebooter,  retiring 


*  D'Estaing'  offered  to  lead  his  troons  to  Rhode-Island  ;  but  of  the  fleet, 
in  its  present  state,  he  could  not  dispose. 
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to  Vew  York  with  a  welcome  supply  of  ten  thousand  sheep    CHAP. 
an«l  three  hundred  oxon.  Xlll. 

An  expedition  against  Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  East 
coas!  of  Xew  Jersey,  was  soon  afterwards  planned  and  exe-  ■  ■'^~- — g- 
cuted  wilh  eircumitanees  alone  sufficient  to  shew  that  Bri- 
tons t»o  lodger  f»'It  *' the  pride,  pomp,  and  cireunistance  of  1778 
glorious  war,  ihat  makes  ambition  virtue."*  To  favour  this 
exnedition,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  procure  foi*age,  it  was 
judged  exnedipnt  to  put  in  motion  the  main  Briti^^h  army. 
It  advanced  in  two  divisions.  One  of  the«e,  headed  by 
Cornwallis,  marched  along  the  western  bank  of  the  Hudson, 
into  the  country  of  New  Jci*sey,  and  took  a  position  near 
Newbj-idge.  on  the  Hackcnsaek.  'J'he  other,  under  Knyp- 
hausen.  proceeded  to  a  parallel  situation,  on  the  easJern 
side  of  the  North  river.  Flat  botfomed  boats  attended 
their  movements,  ready  for  an  eventual  junction,  ilTthe  A- 
merican  army  should  threaten  cither  column.  General 
"Washington,  however,  conjecturing  the  reaj  object  of  ihis 
advance,  contented  himself  with  detaching  several  parties 
to  cover  tht*  comitrv,  pi'otecting  a<  the  same  time  the  im- 
portant passes  on  tlje  Highlands  with  his  usual  solieitiide. 

Colonel  Baylor,  of  \  irginia,  laSely  Aid-dc-camp  to  Ge-  Surprised 
heral  Washington,  now  commanded  one  of  three  rei^i-  ""•■  !''*^f®  *>' 
ments  of  light  dragoons,  raised  upon  tlie  particular  recojn-  giment. 
mendation  of  the  Commander  in  Cfiicf,  who  duly  appreci- 
ated ihe  importance  of  Cavalry.  His  regiment  had  been 
stationed  at  Paramus  ;  but  Baylor,  preferring  a  post  where 
he  could  better  oliserve  the  enemy,  and  ]>rocurp  the  earliest 
intelligence  of  their  movements,  and  not  confined  by  his  or- 
ders to  his  original  post,  htid  crossed  (he  Hachensack,  and 
taken  quarters  at  Old  T^apan,  or  Herring- Tovn.  a  small 
village  not  very  distant  from  another  called  New  Taapan, 
where  a  body  of  militia  had  been  posted.  Of  this  some  dis- 
affected inhabitants  conveyed  intelligence  to  Coinwallis; 
and  a  plan  was  immediately  formed  to  cut  off  both  Baylor's 
corps  and  the  militia.  The  destruction  of  the  first  was 
committed  to  the  sanguinary  Gray:  that  oftJje  second  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  who,  for  that  purpose,  was 
detached  from  Knyphausen*s  division,  with  a  considerable 
party.  Delays  in  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  plan, 
and  seasonable  information  of  the  impending  blow,    saved 


•  "  It  is  not  the  least  of  oir  misfortunes  that  the  stren,^h  and  charac'er 
"  of  our  army,  are  thus  impaired.  Familiirized  witli  the  horrid  scenes  of 
"savag-e  cruelty,  it  c:m  no  longer  boast  of  the  noSle  and  t^enerous  princi- 
"ples  which  dig-nity  a  soldier.  No  lonarer  you  sympatliize  wlih  the  diiCiii- 
'•  tv  of  the  royal  banner,  nor  feel  the  pride,  pomp  and  circumstance  of.a;lo- 
'*  rious  wai-,  that  makes  ambition  virtue.  Wh;it  makes  trr.bition  virtue  .' — 
"Tlie  sense  of  honour.  But  is  this  sense  of  iionour  oM-istent  wit!,  the 
"'  spirit  of  plunder  or  the  practice  o  murder  ?  can  it  flow  from  meicpntiry 
•'motives,  orpr  impt  to  cruel  deeds?" 

Earl  of  Chatkwn,  ifi  the  House  of  Lords,  J\'ovember  20, 1777. 
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the  militia  ;  but  Baylor  and  his  draijoons  were  doomed  to 
experience  (he  uunci'ess  rag<-  of  an  unsparing  foe. 

Guided  by  some  of  <he  country  people,  who  possessed  ac- 
curate local  knowledge,  llie  jtarty  under  (itav,  took  a  cir- 
cuitous route,  eluded  the  pati'oles,  fell  in  ihc  rear  of  a 
Sergeant's  guiird,  stationed  at  a  bridge  over  ihe  Hacken- 
sack,  and  captured  or  killed  the  whole,  without  giving  any 
alarm  to  the  regiment.  The  surprise  oft  he  <iorps  was  (hen 
easily  effected  ;  and  thus  far  Gray  is  entitled  to  the  praise  of 
a  bold,  active,  and  able  partizan  ;  but  what  followed  bus  at- 
tached to  his  name,  the  indelible  stigma  of  unnecessary  and 
wanton  barbarity.  He  had  ordered  his  men  to  give  no  quar- 
ters, caused  the  charges  to  be  drawn  out.  of  their  firelocks, 
and  the  flints  taken  out,  that  they  might  he  constrained  to 
use  their  bayonets  only.  The  regiment  were  asleep  in  a 
harn  ;  there  the  British  rushed  upon  them — and,  like  in- 
furiated assassins  regardless  of  the  honourable  name  and 
character  of  soldiers,  regardless  of  the  sacred  rules  oi  ci- 
vilized war,  wfiieh  uphold,  instead  of  excluding  the  tender 
claims  of  humanity,  bayoneted  all  they  fell  in  with* — 
although  the  Americans,  in  their  disarmed,  unclad,  de- 
fenceless condition  called  for  quarter.  Out  of  104  prir 
rates,  then  present,  sixty  seven  were  killed,  wounded  and 
taken.  Had  Gi-ey's  orders  been  strictly  executed,  no  pri- 
soners would  have  been  made  ;  but  one  of  his  Captains 
whose  name  ought  to  have  been  preserved,  had  the  sublime 
courage  to  disobey  them ;  he  gave  quarter  to  the  whole 
fourth  ti'oop,  not  a  man  of  which  was  hurt,  except  two  that 
happened  to  be  on  guard  at  the  bridge.  Among  the  prison- 
ers, were  Colonel  Baylor  and  Major  Clough,  both  wound- 
ed Mith  the  bayonet,  the  first  dangerously,  the  second  mor- 
lallv.  The  ave?\gjng  blow  struck,  three  days  af(er,  at  Oo- 
nop's  corps  by  Bulh  r  and  Lee,  in  some  degree,  eoinpcn- 
sated  for  this  mournful  event.  The  expedition  against  1  it- 
tie  Egg  Hai-Ijfbur,  which  the  joint  movement  of  Corowallis 
and  Knyphausen  had  partly  been  made  to  promote,  vas 
completely  suecessfiil.  ft  woi  e  the  same  character  of  de- 
predation and  violence  as  the  ravages  before  spread  on  the 
banks  of  the  Acushnet,  and  at  Martha's  Vinevard  ;  and  e- 
vinced  a  disposition  to  change  a  Mar  <  f  eor.quest  into  a  war 
of  revenge.  One  of  it*  most  memorable  features  was  the 
incidental  surprise  and  barbarous  treatment  of  Pulaski's 
infantry.  That  brave  Pole,  so  ardent,  so  persevering  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  had,  after  resigning  the  command  of 
the  cavalry,  solicited  and  obtained  permission  to  form  a  le- 


•  Congress  directed  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  horrid  transacti- 
on.  Depositions  were  taken  according-ly,  and  published  to  'he  world.  To 
relieve  those  feeling's  oi'indignati-n  and  disgust,  which  the  aggravating' 
ciicumstances  of  inhumanity  attendant  on  that  surprise,  excite  in  our  breast, 
we  turn  from  ,the  odaous  subject,  bat  refer  the  reader  to  the  EerMmbranccr, 
for  1778. 


gionary  corps  of  horse,  to  wliich  some  infantry  was  attach-    CH  AP« ' 
ed.     He  now  lay  within  eight  or  ten  miles  from  tlie  coast.      XIII. 

His  position  was  betrayed  to  the  enemy  by  a  British  deser-    ,     

ter,  Avho  had  been  admitted  into  the  legion,  as  an  officer,    ■ 
and  whom  some  unknown  cause,  at  tijis  time,  induced  to  re-      1773 
turn  to  his  countrymen.     AVith  rapidity  and    success,    a 
complete  surprise  of  the  Coiuit's  infantry  was  effected  ; 
but  on  tliis  occasion  also,  no  quarter  was  given  ;  and  again 
relentless  fury  stained  the  laurels  of  the  victor.* 

Byron  had  arrived  at  New-York,  about  th6  middle  of 
September.    After  refitting  his  squadron,  he  sailed  in  quest     Oct.  18. 
of  D'Estaing.  Another  tremen<lous  storm  drove  him  from 
the  Bay  of  Boston,  and  considerably  injured  his  ships.  To 
repair  them,  he  found  it  necessary  to  steer  for  Newport.     * 
Seizing  this  favourable  moment,  D'Estaing  put  out  to  sea,  ^^^^^fo^^fhc 
and  directed  his  course  to  the  West- Indies,  where  his  gov-  westlndies 
ernment  had  instnicted  him  to  act  during  the  winter.     On 
the  same  day,  a  detachment  of  5,000  troops  commanded  by  November  3 
Gen.  Graot,  sailed  from  Sandy -Hook  for  the  West-Indies 
also,  under  the  escort  of  Commodore  Hotham,  with  six  Dispos^Ions 
ships  of  war.     Towards  the  close  of  November,  another  tish  and  thfe 
embarkation  took  place  at  Nevv-Yoi'k,  for  the  State  of  Americans 
Georgia,  whose  climate  would  admit  of  active  operations  ^"^f  ^y-^. 
during  the  approaching  winter.     It  was  considered  by  the 
British  Commander  in  Chief  as  the  >veakost  part  of  the 
Union;  and  he  had  arranged  apian  for  its  reduction  as 
soon  as  the  French  ileet  should,  !>y  its  departure,  leave  the 
American  coast  unprotected.     I'he  3,000  troops  detached 
for  this  service  were  commanded  liy  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Campbell,  and  the  naval  force  by  Commodore  Hyde  Par- 
ker.    Lord  Howe  bad  sailed  for  Europe;  and  Admiral 
Gambler  assumed  his  command.     The  season  of  activity 
had  now  elapsed,   and  notwithstanding  the  detachments 
just  mentioned,  there  still  remained  in  New-York  a  force 
a(!equate  to  its  effectual  protection.     The  American  armr, 
therefore,  retired  into  Winter- Quarters — the  main  body 
was  stationed  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson,  about  Wesi- 
Point  and  Middlebrook — the  light  troops  nearer  the  lines — 
and  with  a  view  to  recruit  the  horses,  tlie  cavalry  extcndiMl 
into  the  interior  country.     Again  the  troops  passed  the 
winter  in  hu(s — but  tlie  distresses  of  Valley -Forge  recur- 
red not — large  supplies  of  clotliing  lately  obtained  from 
France — sul)stantial  improvements  in  the  Quarter-Blaster 
and  Medical  departments — and,  above  all,  active  an(t  in- 
cessant aitention  on  the  part  of  tbc  Commander  in  Chief 
to  the  comfort  of  his  beloved  troops,  obviated  the  return 


*  S'edman  tells  us  that  the  B-itish,  in  this  aiTxir  were  hig-hly  irriLited 
by  irilellli^ence  that  Puluski  had  determined  to  s^ive  no  quarter^  and  that 
this  intelUg-ence  .afterwards  in-ove<l  to  be  false.'  la  tiiis  wav  h*?  e^fcusea 
this  butchery.     Can  he  be  serious  ^ 
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CHAP,    of  those  mournful  scenes  which,  at  the  commencement  of 

Xiil.      the  preceding  >vinter,  had  exhibited  the  defenders  of  their 

country  in  a  eondiMon  >vliieh  threatened  m<»re  than  once 

■  the  total  dissohuion  of  the  army,  and  to  which  none  hut 

^~-o      such  men,  armed  in  such  a  cause,  could  have  been  recoUf 

ciled. 

Bt-fore  France  took  a  decided  share  in  the  war,  La 
FayeUe  entirely  devoted  iiimself  to  the  service  of  Ameri-. 
ca;  a  sense  of  duty,  as  well  as  patriotic  attachments,  now 
made  him  desirous  of  fighting  the  battle's  of  his  King  and 
h'.s  nalive  country,  in  whatever  place  his  government  migi^(: 
direct.  He  cherished  a  hope  that  circumstances  would 
second  his  wislies,  and  bring  him  bark  to  serve  the  conuiioa 
cause,  among  those  whose  friendship  he  had  obtained,  and 
for  Mhoso  welfare  he  continued  to  feci  the  most  anxious 
solicitude.  As  soon  as  the  campaign  \*a6  closed,  he  inti* 
mated  his  desire  to  Congress,  not  with  a  view  enlin  ly  to 
dissolve  liis  military  connexion  with  America,  but  solicit- 
ing only  a  furlough.  On  this  occasion,  esteem,  gratiiude, 
and  affection  fur  the  captivating  young  foreigner,  were 
conspicuously  manifested  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the 
Congp.ss,  the  army,  and  the  people.  He  obtained  unli- 
mited leave  of  absence — and  the  most  flattering  resolutions 
Wire  passed  by  tiie  Congress,  to  express  to  him  and  to  the 
world,  their  high  sense  of  his  merit  and  services.  He  sail- 
ed from  Boston  in  the  Continental  frigate  the  Alliance, 
on  the  ttth  of  January,  17  79. 

Such  were  the  principal  transactions  on  the  sea  coast  of 
America,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.     In  the  West, 
Indian  ferocity,  and  civil  discord,  had  given  to  the  war  a 
still  more  barbarous  ;jspect — and  the  fierce  and  bloody 
contest  still  coniinued  to  rage.     But  we  delay  the  mourn- 
ful uarrativc^ — and,  for  a  moment  repose  our  eyes,  fatigued 
with  senes  of  slaughter,  conflagration,  and  rapine,  on  the 
Legislative  proceedings  of  Virginia,  during  the  year  1778. 
Meeting  of       The  General  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment 
theLegisla-  «„  the  4th  of  May.*     This  Session  was  short,  and  chi<  fly 
ture.  devoted  to  the  adjustment  of  local  and  personal  matters. 

May 4  ^^'^'  soH.e  of  the  acts  then  passed  may  well  arrest  the  at- 
tention of  the  his(oiian.  Among  these,  we  remark  one 
which  has  been  charged  with  infringingf  the  eighth  article 
of  the  bill  of  rights,  declaring  that  in  all  capital  or  crinii- 
nal  ciises,  a  nuin  is  entitled,  among  other  rights  *'  to  trial 
by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinity,  without  whose  consent 


•  Surh  was  the  dilatoripess  of  some  Members  that  the  House  could  net 
proceed  to  business  until  the  12;h,  when  Beninmin  Hamson  was  elected 
Speaker.  The  27'th  of  May  was  fixed  upon  to"  liear  the  excuses  of  absent 
Members,  and  censure  those  who  had  neg^lected  their  duty. 

t  See  Tucker's  Blackstone,  Appendbt  292.  See  also  Debates  of  Virginia 
Coiiveniion,  in  1788,  pag«  77  and  144. 
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he  cannot  be  found  guilty.     The  act  to  Avbicb  we  allwlo  is     CII\P. 
a  bill  of  attainder,     li  was  passed  on  the  following  occa       \iH. 
sion  : 

A  certain  Josiali,  Philips,  labourer,  of  the  Pailsft  of  Lui- 
liaven.  in   the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  a  man  ofd.iring 
and  lirocious  disposition,  associating  with  ofh«!r  individiN 
alsofa  similar  cast,  spread  terroi- and  dt'solan(inlhron."-h  ^osiahpiii- 
the  lowei-  country,  committing  iftuitleis,  burning  houses,  [jJJ^^'^^"^- 
wastiug  farms,  and  perpetrating  other  enormities,  at  tlie 
bare  mention  of  wliicb  humanity  shudders.     Evrryeff{»rt 
to-apprehend  him  had  'proved  abortive.     Strong  ia  th<^  num- 
ber of  iii^j  ruiBan  confederates,  or,  Avhere  force  woidd  pro- 
bably fail,    resorting  ^to  stratagem  and  ambush,  stiiking 
the  deauly  blow,  or   applying  the  fatal  torch  at  the  mid- 
niglitliou;-,  audin  those  places  which  their  insulated  situa- 
tion IcIX  almost  uuprotecte<l,  he  retired    with    impunitA  to 
his  secret  haunts,  reeking  with  blood,    and  loaded   with 
plunder.     The  iuiiabitants  of  tlie  counties  which  were  the 
theatre  of  his  crimes,  never  secure  a  momeni  by  day  or  bv 
iright,  in  their  liehis  or  their  beds,  sent  represent  atiois  of 
their  distresses  to  the  Governor,  claiming  the  public  pro- 
tection.    He  consulted  with  some  members  of  the  Lei<js- 
lature  then  sitting,  on  the  best  method  of  proceeding  a - 
gainst  this  atrocious  olfetuler.     Too  powerful  to  be  arrest- 
ed by  the sherift'and  hh posse  comitatus,   it  was  not  doubt- 
ed that  an  armed  force  might  be  sent  to  hunt  and  destroy 
him  and  his  accomplices,  in  tlieir  morasses  and  fastnesses, 
wherever  found  ;  but  the  proceeding  concluded  to  be  most 
consonant  with  the  forms  and  princi[des  oCour  government, 
^as,  to  pass,  during  the  present  Session,  an  act  giving  him 
a  reasonable,  but  limited  day  to  sun-ender  himself  to  jus- 
tice, and  to  submit  to  a  trial  by  his  Peers,  accorilsjig  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  ;  to  considcr'a  refusal  as  a  confession  of 
guilt,  and  divesting  him,  as  an  outlaw   of  the  character  of 
citizen,  to  pass  on  him  the   sentence  prescribed  by  these 
laws,  and  the  public  officer  being  deficji,  to  make  every  one 
his  deputy,  especially  those  whose  safetv  hourly  depended 
on  the  destruction  of  (he  daring  ruiiian.     The    ease  was 
laid  before  the  Lf  gislature.     'JMie  proofs  were  ample  :  I;is 
outrages  no  less  notorious  than  those  of  thepu!)iic  enemv, 
and  well  known  to  the  members  of  both  houses  from  (ho  low- 
er countries.     No  one  pretended  then  tliat  the  perpetrator 
of  crimes,  who  could  successfully  resist  the  offi  -.rs  oi"  jus- 
tice, should  be  protected  in  the  continuance  of  them  by  tljc 
privileges  ofhiscitizensliip  ;  and  that,  when  he  hafiied  or<:i- 
nary  process,  no(  h Jngexti^am-dinary  could  be  rightfullv ;idon- 
ted  to  protect  the  citizens  against  him.     No'' otic  doubted 
that  society  iias  a  right  to  erase  from  the  roll  of  its  mem- 
bers any  one  who  renders  his   owii  existence  incon>i^tont 
-syith  tiifirs — to  witlulrawfrom  him  tlioprorc  '"o  i  oftl'fi^- 

2  {^ 
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CHAP,    laws,  and  to  remove  him  from  amop.g  them  by  exile,  or 
XIll.       even  by  death,  if  necessary.     An  enemy  in  lawful  Miir  put- 
ting to  death,  in  cold  hlood,  the  prisoner  he  has  taken, 

—  authuiitses  retaliation  which  would  be  inilicted  with  pecu- 

^-.-g  liar  justice,  on  the  individual  guilty  of  the  deed,  were 
it  to  happen  that  he  should  be  taken.  And  could  the 
murders  and  robbery  of  a  pii»ate  or  outlaw  entitle  him  t'o 
more  tenderness  ?  I'hf  Legislature  passed  the  law  there- 
fore, and  without  opposition.  Philips  did  not  come  in  be- 
fore the  day  prescribed,  continued  his  lawless  outrages, 
was  afterwards  taken  in  arms,  hut  delivered  over  to  the 
ordinary  justice  of  »he  coimtry.  The  Attorney  General 
for  the  Coouiionwealth,  the  immef%ite  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, waiving  all  appeal  to  the  act  of  attainder,  indicted 
him  at  the  coninuin  law,  as  a  murderer  and  robber.  He 
was  arraigned  on  that  indictment  in  the  usual  forms,  he- 
fore  .1  jury  of  his  vicinage,  and  no  use  whatever  made  of  the 
act  of  attainder,  in  any  part  of  the  proceedirigs.  He  plea- 
ded (hat  he  was  a  British  subject,  authorizeii  to  bear  arms 
by  a  conin.ission  from  Lord  Dunmore,  that  he  was, 
thercfdie,  a  mere  prisoner  of  war.  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  The  court  being  of  opinion  that 
a  Commission  fi  om  an  enemy  could  not  protect  a  citizen 
in  deeds  of  murder  aud  robbery,  overruled  his  plea ;  he 
W".s  found  guiltv  by  his  jury,  senienced  by  the  court, 
and  e>  ecuicd  hy  tjie  ordinary  officer  of  jiistif?e — and  all 
<' according  10  the  fornis  and  rules  of  the  Con;mon  laAV.'* 
During  thecv.' tf-nii.en<  at  VaUei  Forge,  General  Wash- 
ington hnd,  aH;('r?.dy  noticed,  anxiously  urged  reinforee- 
m»  Hts  from  tlu-  diiForent  States.  Such  men  as  had  been 
eiiher  i'ecrni(ed  or  dvanghtcd.  in  Yirginia,  for  the  Con- 
tinental army,  were  early  marclicd  to  Pcnnsylvimia.  The 
Gcneci'.l  Assembly, sensible  of  <l)e  insportance  of  strenuous 
exejtions  for  ther.pproacl'iitg  eanspaign.  passed  an  act  for 
ipunediately  raising  a  brigade  of  Volunteers  and  a  regi- 
le.eni  of  horse,  offering  encouragements  uncommonly  libe- 
ral. Their  patriotic  views.  ho\>ever,  could  not  be  rfalized. 
It  was  then  that  General  Nelson,  who  had  been  appoijnted 
to  C'jmmnpd  tlie  contemplated  brigade  of  Volunteers,  dis- 
daining inglorious  inactivity,  raised,  by  his  individual  ex- 
ertions, the  troop  of  horse  which  we  have  before  mention- 
ed, and  upon  which  a  consi(leral>le  share  of  legislative 
and  executive  aid  Ava^ultimateh  bestowed.  Voluntary  enlist- 
ments were  again  'Mitroduecd.  instead  of  drauglits,  and  such 
advantages  atdiched  to  military  service  as  appeared  best 
calculated  to  entice  those  whom  pati'iotism  could  not  sti- 
mulate ;  and  spee<iily  to  complete  the  required  quota.  So 
great  was  liie  ardour  of  som«  members  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  such  their  convJction  that  the  country  wanted 
chieily  soldiers,  that  the  following  resolution  Avas  pro- 
posed: 
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«  To  testify  our  attachment  to  liberty — that  the  Good 
People  of  the  CoininonweuUh  may  be  roused  and  influnel 
by  example — and  to  .^ive  speedy  and  certain  success  io  tlie 
two  acts  of  General  Assembly,  passed  this  pi-csent  Session, 
viz  :  for  raising  a  repjiinent  of  horse,  and  a  brigade  of  foot 
tojoin  the  grand  army. 

Resolved.  That,  on  the  return  of  the  membors  of  the 
house,  one  Delegate  from  each  county  pledges  his  hono.jr  to 
enter  into  the  regiment  of  horse,  or  the  brigade  of  foot  a- 
forementioned,  whichever  he  may  nrefcr ;  except  in  the 
following  cases,  viz  :  where  such  a  D^^legate  evceed«  50 
years  of  age.  has  a  son  or  sons  in  the  army,  oris  disabled 
b^  bodily  infirmity.  And  to  ascertain  whi<^h  of  the  two 
members  in  eac'i  county  sliall  be  the  person,  when  neither  of 
them  comes  within  the  foregoing  exemptions,  that  it  shall 
be  decided  by  fair  and  equal  lot ;  and  where  it  so  happens 
that  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  is  exempted  b*  tliis 
resolution  and  the  other  not,  the  one  being  able  shall  enter 
into  the  service,  as  aforesaid." 

This  public  spirited  resolution  was  not  adopted  ;  but  it 
indicated  what  could  be  done,  should  the  situation  of  the 
country  become  so  perilous  as  to  require  even  Legislators 
to  buckle  on  their  armour. 

An  act  was  passed  for  raising  an  additional  battalion  of 
infantry,  to  garrison  the  fortifications  and  battrries  erec- 
ted for  the  defence  of  the  State.     The  individuals  en!is«ed 
fof  this  service  were  not  to  be  marched  out  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

The  number  of  criminals,  at  this  time,    confined  in  the   other  mea- 
public  jail.  WHS  so  considerable  as  to  require  a  law  autho-    suaes. 
rizing  the  Judges  of  the  General  court  to  hold  tw  o  additi- 
onal Sessions. 

The  extraordinary  powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
were  continued,  and  a  Clerkship  of  foreign  correspondence 
established. — P.  Henry  was  re-elected  Governor — and  the 
Treasurer  authorize<l  to  issue  small  Treasury-notes  to  an 
auounl  sufScieot  to  carry  into  effect  tlie  different  military 
jjc's  passed  at  tiie  present  Session — and  to  pay  to  the  unfor- 
tun  ite  su.Terers  in  the  confiagration  of  Norfolk  the  respec- 
tive eo'noensations  which  it  had  been  finally  agreed  to 
aUnv.  (hem, 

Tiiis  eiiji'<sion.  and  anotlierdirceted  by  the  TiCgislature  at  Depreciati. 
Oieir  subseqneat  Session,  to  (he  anonntof  one  TiiiU"ono  se-  on  and  its 
ven  hundred  tJiousand  dollai's.  were  justified  by  absolute 
ner-essity.  Tlie  sup^di  s  of  mon<y  obtained  by  loans, 
and  by  the  system  of  taxation  lately  adopted,  were 
inadequate  to  the  increasing  exigencies  ,jf  the  State. 
In  this  point  of  view,  th'"refore,  they  were  bmefu  ial. 
Wif'iout  them,  the  contest  could  not  be  maintnlned. 
B'U  whilst  t'sc  national  interest  was  tlius  uromofed, 
much  individaal_evil  was  produced.     Besides  a  superabun- 
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CIIAP.    dance  of  this  cifculating  mediura,  many  causes  confribut- 
Xiil.      ed  (o  depreciate  its  vahic.     Universal  confidence  no  Tonger 
,  suppnrlcd  its  credit— that  it  should  finallv  sink  op  be  Ve- 

"^  deemed  below  par,  was  now  the  prevalent  opinion—the  fa- 

1778  ciJlty  of  countcifeitinj^  these  bills,  tempting  manv  unprin- 
cipled individuals,  adiled  coasiderahly  to  the  mass  of  this 
arfiii-ial  wealti)— and  to  the  public  distrust.  Good,  as 
well  as  forged  paper,  was  from  this  single  cause,  underva- 
lued. Whey  once  the  general  confidence  was  thus  shaken, 
every  one  beeamt-  desirous  of  converting  what  he  consider- 
ed us  little  better  than  imaginary  wealth,  into  more  sub- 
staiuial  possessions.  The  price  of  solid  transferable  pro- 
perty, however  extravag  mt,  was  not  regarded.  A  spirit 
of  commerce  and  speculation,  seemed,  all  at  once,  breath- 
ed into  every  elass  of  society.  Sanguine,  uninformed,  or 
greedy  individuals,  deluded  by  the  fallacious  sound  ofhigli 
nominal  prices,  sold  their  hereditary  estates  for  sunis, 
wljich.  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  could  not  have  re- 
purcha^icd  one  half  of  them.  But  a  much  greater  evil  a- 
rose  from  tlie  paper  currency  having  been  made  a  legal 
Header  for  the  payment  of  debts.  At  the  beginning  of  (he 
eomestan  iinusiial  scar'-ity  of  monoy  had  been  considered 
as  a  sufficient  reason  for  suspending  all  judiciary  proceed- 
ings at  the  suit  of  creditors.  Such  among  the  latter  as 
were  not  disafil'cted  to  the  American  cause,  acquiesced  in 
the  measure,  distressing  as  it  was,  with  patriotic  cheerful- 
ness, from  a  reflection  that  the  triuniph  of  liberty  requir- 
ed thii  hardship.  Before  this  suspension  was  removed,  and 
the  ordinary  course  of  justice  restored,  the  late  searcity 
was  converted  into  an  absolute  redundancy  of  the  cireulat- 
ing  medium  :  and  it  become  no  less  injurious  to  creditors 
to  receive  llieir  debts  in  paper  money,  than  it  had  been  dif- 
ficult for  debtors  to  pay  them  in  SDCcic.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  seem  that  the  Legislature,  whose  du- 
ty it  was  equally  lo  protect  the  property  of  every  I'iti/en, 
onglit  to  have  extended  to  creditors  that  solicitous  inler- 
forefiee.  wiiieh  had.  in  a  contrary  state  of  things,  been  ex- 
erted in  favour  of  debtors.  Tliis  justice  evidently  requir; 
od.  for  it  is  the  very  essence  of, justice,  that  in  all  contracts 
an  equivalent  should  [tc  given  for  what  is  received  ;  the 
eurvency  was  debased,*  no  matter  how  or  why  ;  to  make 

*  Depreciation  was  no  lonc^er  concealed— The  talisman  of  enthusiasm 
x\-as  broken— And,  as  Dr  Ramsav  savs,  "the  country  was  m  the  cfMKation 
of  a  town  on  fire,  when  someliouses  must  be  blown  up,  to  save  the  remain- 
de-  " 

Tl^  allowances  fixed  by  the  Legislatm-e  of  Vitginia,  in  1778,    wei  e  as 

follows  : 

At  the  Spring  Session. 
To-isrembers  of  Assembly         .         .         •  20  s. per  day. 

To  Clerk  for  Foreign  correspondence      /200       ])er  annum. 

At  the  F:41  Session. 
To  CnnoTCSsional  Delegates,       g  5  per  day,  in  addition  to  the    ,b  1^, 
liefore  allowed, 

To  Governor,        .        •  ^-3,000  per  annum. 


« 


vmOTNTA.  aa9 

a  debt  due  in  sneeie,  payable  \n  this  debased  currency,  wa*    CH.VP^ 
a  ttai^rant  opjiression  on  a  large  cla«>s  of  society.     Ilud  tlie      XIII 

operation  of*  he  tender  law  been  confincr'  to  contracts  made  — r^ ? 

after  ita  date,  mucli  of  this  evil  would  have  been  avoid*  d. 
But  that  measure  was  thought  inconsistent  with  the  legal       1778 
eqaulity  between  the  different   kinds  of  money  whlcb  was 
su;»i)osed  necessary  to  preserve  public  credit.     In  ellect,  a 
clause  of  thai  nature  would  have  implied  latent  distrust  ; 
and  when   he  tender  law  was  passed,  redcmtjtion  at  par  was   • 
certainly  intend  'd      The  necessity  of  soiue  remedy  was 
n.)W  dainly  seen  ;  hu»  it  was  di'ti-ult  to  determine  on  the 
sub'^tancc,  the  m  uh,  and  (h.-  d  t^  of  th-»t  r*emedy.     Crcdi- 
tor-i,  ihea.  were    ihanJonf-d  to  «he  mercy  and  consciences 
of  men.  few  of  whooi  could  resist  the  allurements  of  pri- 
vare  interest,  cspe-iallv  when  supported  by  the  law  of  the 
Ian  I.     IL'Tice  iVatid-and   ivarlce  were  often  seen  to  tram- 
ple on  the  faie  claims  of  defeoceles3*pi*nbity.     Hence  nu- 
merous a  id  r!i'>amr>il  instauces  of  absolute    ruin    brought 
on  the  distresscl  widow,  and  the  helpless  orplian,  as    well 
as  on  unsusrieeting.  generous,  indulgent  lenders.     Opulent 
debtors  wore,  in  many  cases,  known  \o  obtrude  a  shilling  in 
the  pound  u  )o.»  theic  beggared  creditors.     F^'males,  that 
in' cresting  portion  of  socic  v,  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  pro> 
teeiion  of  the  laws,   were  -severely  injured,  as  legacies  iu 
their  favour  generallv    consisted  of  nroney. — The  tender- 
law  poured  into  tbe  soc.i  tl  body  a  slow  and  corroding  poi- 
son,  which  undermined  its  moral  health. — Some   of  the 
sufferers  patiently  su'imitJcd  to   their  losses — faithful  to 
their  oa<  h  to  saeriHic  clife  and  fortune  at  the  shrine  of  liber- 
ty— but  others,  less  magnanitJious,  lost  all  affection   for  a 
cause  which  tbey  had  before  cnthusiasti<'ally  cherislied. — 
Galled  by  i)resent  personal  iojnry,  they  ceased    to  keep  in 
view  future  general  ben'efit. —  The  effect  Avas  scarcely  less 
baneful  on  tliose  who   were  favoured  by  the  law — for  in 
their  hearts  were  mostly  obiif crated    those  noble  princi- 
pbs  which  exalt  and  adorn  the  character  of  social  man, 
spotless  honour,  and  primeval  faith.    Those  wlio  bad  before 
regularly  moved  in   tbe  sober  paths  of  virtuous  industry, 
were  now  hastened  into  the  vortex  of  extravagance  and  ad- 
renture,  and  insidious  speculation.     In  short,  were  we,  for 
a  moment,  to  lose  sight  of  the  ample  comj|)cnsation,  afford- 
eJ  by  the  glorious  and  happy  result  which  paper- money 
contributed  to  obtain,  nothing  could  reconcile  us  to  a  law 
which,  besides  the  physical  misery  arising  from  its  effects 


To  :Member3  of  Privy  Councif,  /.  4,800  to  !)e  divided  according  to  aUen- 
davice 

To  Treasurer,         .         .         .  /.2,000  per  annum. 

To  A.tornev  General,     .     .     .  I.    300. 

To  Judges  of  Clu-uicei-y         ?  ^     800  each  per  annum.    , 

General  Court.  > 

To  .\ud'ts.  of  Public  accouiits  /.l.OOO  each,  &c.  &c. 
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CHAP,    in  many  cas^s,  liad  so  strong  a  tendency  to  demoralize  a 
XIH       whole  nation. — Dtiiinpfthe  present  year,  however,  ilepre- 

ciation  did  not  reach  its  acme  :  it  fluctuated  from  four  to 

"'~~~"~"  six  for  one.* 

1778  The  avarice  of  inonopoli/ers,  and  speculators   of  every 

descri[)tion,  w;  s  another   abundant  source  of  public   and 
private  injury.     The  Nortliern  and  the  middle  States  liav- 
int^  hitherto  been  the  seat  of  tho  war.  felt,  from  eo-opera- 
•  tins;  causes,  the  evils  of -depreciation  in   a  grcattr  degree 
than  (he  Southern.     Hence,  adventurers  from  those  States, 
knowing  that  the  present  circula'ing  medium  was  of  more 
value  to  the  Southward,  flockeil  in  crowds  to  those  places 
where  they  could  exehan.ffe  Continental  and  Stf»te  Bills  to 
the  best  advantage.     Actuated  by  a  similar  spirit  of  lucre, 
individuals  from  Yiririnia  sor.ght  Northen  mark*  tt..  where 
they  could  obtain  higher  jirices,  taking  tare  to  realize  the 
paper  they  received  r.s  pi-omptly  as  possible.     Ly  the  eon- 
currinar  operation  of  these,  and  other  eircumst;«ices,  among 
which  we  remark  the  embarrassments  and  languor  of  a.rii- 
culture  during  this  period,  a  scarcity  was  created,   partly 
natural,  partly  artificial. — The  Legislature,  at  their  au- 
Purther        tumnal  session,   seduiously  employed  themselves  in  devi- 
proceedings  siQjj,  effieaei.ius  remedies  against  these  houvl.'i  growing  e^ils. 
ffislatme.      ^^^^'  penalties  annexed  to  mo^opolv.  and  to  otiier  praeti- 
OctoberS.     <^PS  of  a  similar  tendency,  were  gi-eatly  increased.     Dis- 
tillation of  spii'its  from  corn,  wlieat,  r\e,  and  other  grain, 
was,  for  a  limited  time,  seveeely  proljibited. — 'I'lie  Gover- 
nor was  again  authorized  to  lay  an  embargo  upon   provisi- 

*  Landlords  were  among:  the  most  prominent  victims  of  the  tender -law. 
— We  have  at  this  moment,  before  our  eves,  a  letter  from  a  CTcntlen  a".>, 
consnicMous  for  his  abilities  and  patriotism,  to  a  friend  in  the  1  eg-islulure, 

on  this  stibiect      It  savs  "  I   sm  informed»ihat  Colonel  B intends  to 

propose  a  bill  this  Session  for  the  relief  of  I^andlords.  I  should  suppose 
that  tlie  wisdom  and  jiistire  of  ihe  I^etrislature  cnn  and  will  f]evise  s.ome 
-  remedy  for  the  relief  of  tli  is  cl.-.ss  of  people  among- us.  I  ini  one  vtio 
have  the  misfortune  to  see  myself  and  family  nearly  ruined  hy  the  re'ios- 
pecive  effect  of  our  law.  Almost  thewhole'  of  my'larjJed  estate  was  rent- 
ed out  some  venr.s  befo'-e  this  w.ar,  for  love  cash  rents,  and  under  the  fsih 
of  existintr  laws  which  s«  cured  me  sr>eciefor  my  rents.  The  vast  sums 
of  pp.ner-money  that  have  been  issued,  and  (this  bcHig-  now  a  tender  tor 
the  dischar:re  of  rents)  the  consequent  depreci -tion,  have  weU  ni<rh  ef- 
fected an  entire  transfer  of  mv  esta'e  ro  my  leni.nts  This  yea',  sir,  the 
rents  of  4,000  acres  of  fine  Irnd  will  not  buy  me  20  barrels,  of  corn!  I  am 
ven^ far  from  dcsii-ins:  <hat  the  law  should' place  these  contK.cts  literally 
as  they  were,  hut  substantiallv  so. — It  is  just  that  they  should  be  AVIien 
the  tenant  asrecd  to  pay  me  /.6  for  100  acres  rent,  he  could  not  sell  his 
tob:cco  for  m.ore  than  16  or  18  shill's.  a  hundred.  Now  he  sells  his  to- 
bacco for  I.IO  and  12  per  cent — It  does  not  anDear  to  me  that  the  public 
g"ood  cnn  be  orcerned  in  thus  transferrins:  the  property  of  I.aiidiords  'o 
tlieirienants.  But  public  justice  demands*'that  the  true  meaning' and  genu- 
ine spirit  of  contric's  should  be  complied  with  It  appears  to  me  tiiat 
an  act  of  commutation  mi^ht  set  the  business  ri^h^  hv  dkectin^  the 
payment  in  produce,  at  th^  prevailinqr  price  of  such  produce,  when  the 
romract' were  made — leavinjr  this  to  be  settled  b'.'  the  courts  jinnuallv,  as 
they  formerly  did  in  the  case  of  excha^np^e  I  well  kno  v  your  lovc  of  jus- 
tice to  he  such  tliat  your  appi-obation  v.-ill  be  p-jven  to  any  proper  plan  for 
reconciling-  public  btnef.t  with  private  justice." 


ons,  and  other  articles  of  ppi.nary  npcessity,  am&Ttg  wliieh     CHAP. 
sal(  was,  ofcoui'sc,  enumerated.     More  rigorous  measures       XIII. 
were  adopted  to  prevent  individuals   from  purcliasing  or 
keeping  of  this  last  article,  more  than  their  own  domestic  <•'>'  m 

consumption  required  :  and,  as  a  French  fleet  might  even- 
tually appear  in  the  waters  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  1778 
stand  in  need  of  various  supplies,  authority  was  given  to 
the  Executive,  speedily  to  relieve  its  probable  wants.  The 
salaries  of  n\ost  public  agents  were  augmented ;  the  offi- 
cei"s  and  soldiers  from  the  Commonwealth  presented  with 
six  months  pay  ;  their  privilege  of  purchasing,  at  moderate 
prices,  from  tile  public  stores  eonsidei'ably  enlarged  ;  and 
half  the  pay  of'such  among  them  as  were  married,  and  should 
die  in  the  service,  ensureii  to  their  widows.  The  Govern- 
inental  trade  of  Virginia,  managed  by  her  Executive,  tho' 
in  many  respects,  objectionable,  was  immenselv  benefi- 
cial to  the  army,  in  whose  favour  it  had  been  originally 
established.  B  it  ihese  were  only  feeble  and  temporary 
alleviations  :  eiuleavours  were  made  to  strike  at  the  root  of 
the  evil  by  extendiug  the  system  of  taxation,  entered  up- 
on the  preceding  year,  by  a  furtlier  domestic  loan  in  aid 
of  the  emissions  already  mentioned  ;  and  by  negocialious 
for  foreign  loans,  on  account  of  the  Coui'uonwealth,  in 
France  and  Tuscany.  'I'hese  uegociations,  however,  proved 
fruitless,  and, in  eonimm  with  her  sister  State,  Virginia  had 
long  to  struggle  with  uicreasing  financial  rmbarrassments, 

'rhe  incalculable  injur}'  resulting  from  eounier'eited 
bills,  became  aseriDis  o'»jectof  Li'gislative  concern  :  forge- 
ry was  declared  ftiony  without  bcnelit  of  clergy,  and  of 
eours  ,  made  punishable  with  death. 

The  establihment  of  a  standing  board  of  Auditors  of  pub- 
lic accounts,  to  consist  of  three  persons,  must  be  referied 
to  this  Session. — jVltliousrh  the  sliare  lately  ti^en  in  the 
war  by  Franco*  proiuised  to  accelerate  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  great  objects  for  which  America  had  entered 
the  lists,  still  the  guardians  of  the  State  did  not  permit 
themselves  to  be  lulled!,  ;)y  Uie  syrni  voice  of  hope,  into  a  fa- 
tal inactivity.  Strenuous  preparations  for  the  ensuing 
campaign ha<l  boon  recommended  by  the  Congress,  and  the 
Commander  in  Chief:  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  par- 
ticipating in  their  solicitude,  directed  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  men  to  be  immediately  raised,  oftering  a 
bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars*  toS!ic!i  men  as  Avould  en- 
list for  18  months,  and  of  four  hundred  dollars  to  those 
engaginq^  to  serve  during  the  war — with  the  continental 
bounty  of  lands,  and  other  eventual  advantaiics  to  them- 
selves if  disabled,  or  to  their  families,  if  slain. — It  was,  at 
the  same  time  enacted  that  the  several  counties  within  the 


♦  The  depreciation  about  6  for  1. 
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CHAP.    CommonweaUb,  and  the  ciiy  of  W'illiamsburg^should  each 
XIII.       of  rhem  fin  nisli,  on  or  before  ihe  Isi  ci  Ma\,  1779.    me 
twenty  tiftb  man  of  their  uiilitia  respectively. — Inueptn- 
•  dently  of  Ibis  levy,  su<  b  counties  ;;&  hao  failed  to  furnish 
A>rirg       their  qi!Ota  of  men  as  directed  bj  Legislative  uutliority,  in 
1777.  were  strictly  injoined  to  make  gooti  their  respective 
deficiencies. — From  the  operation  of  (bis  act  one  county 
only  was  exempted :  it  was  that  of  Illinois,  lately  added  to 
the  territory  of  Yirgijiia,  byab<dd  and  successful   expedi- 
tion, of  a  body  of  iHiiiiia.  under  Colonel  (icorge  Rogers 
Clarke,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  near  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi.  Clarke's  valorous  ateliieVements,  and  ex- 
tensive conquest  constitute  an  important  epoch  in  the  His- 
tory of  Virginia,  and  will  soon  be  related 

Among  the  acts  of  this  aession  of  General  Assembly,  two 
more  ought  to  be  mentioned — che  oi>e  establish'^  a  Court 
of  Appeals  and  the  other  forbids  the  further  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  Commonwealth — "  declaring  that  no 
slave  shall  hereafter  be  brought  into  Virginia  by  land  or 
by  water;  and  that  evei'y  shtve  imporl«  d  contrary  >  here- 
to, shall,  upon  such  importation,  be  free  ;  excepting  such 
slaves  as  might  belong  to  pmous  emigrating  from  the 
other  Slates,  or  be  claimed  by  discount,  devise  or  marriage, 
or  be  at  that  time  the  actual  property  of  any  citizen  of  this 
Commonwealth  residing  in  any  other  of  the  United  States  j 
or  belong  to  travellers  making  a  transient  stay  and  carry- 
ing their  slaves  awaj  with  them." 

The  bare  mention  of  slaves  suggests  to  the  mind  a  me- 
lancholy, hideous  contrast,  and  a  thousand  awful  consi- 
derations, inseparable  from  it.  These,  no  doubt,  occurr- 
ed to  men  who  called  liberty  the  first,  the  bt  si  gift  of  God, 
and  who  repr*  sented  a  nation  armed  in  its  defence.  Una- 
ble to  extirpate  a  great,  a  tremendous  evil,  they,  at  last 
removed  its  principal  cause.  They  commenced  a  noble 
work.  May  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  their  successors, 
aided  by  a|)proving  Heaven,  pursue  its  desirable  completi- 
on; and  eradicate  from  this  otherwise  hai>pyland,  a  plant 
of  monstrous  origin,  alarming  growth,  and  bitter  fruit! 


CHAPTER  Xir, 


Captain  Willing' s  exjjedition  against  Xatclie%^Jm\ian  ra- 
vages—Ruin  of  Wyoming— ,Itciiievements  of  Colonel 
George  R.  Clarke— He  takes  Kaskaskias— Organization 
of  the  county  of  Illinois— Threats  and  preparations  of 
Governor  Hamilton— Clarke  takes  Fort  St.   Vincents--^ 

Governor  Hamilt  n  is  sent  to  Williamsburg Designs  of 

Congress  against  Detroit— The  troops  of  Convention  are 
sent  to  Virginia — Reach  Charloltesville^Tlicir  comforla- 
hle  situation  at  that  place — JVcie  plan  of  the  BrUish In- 
vasion and  reduction  of  Georgia— General  Lincoln  takes 
the  command  of  the  Southern  army— The  British  are 
driven  from  Port  Royal  Island— dshe  is  dffcated— Pro- 
vost marches  to  Charleston— Retreats — Invasion  of  Vir- 

ginia  by  General  Matliew—Fort  J\''elson  is  evacuated 

Burning  of  Suffolk— Legislative  proceedings  relative  to 
the  invasion — Board  of  trade  and  Board  of  war  esta- 
blished—Property of  British  subjects  ordered  to  be  sold 
—Resolution  against  the  claims  of  the  Indiana  company 

— Financialprovisions — The  tender-law  is  repealed Act 

for  removing  the  Seat  of  Government— Act  declaring 
who  shall  be  deemed  citizens — Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Revisors—P.  Henry  resigns  the  office  of  Govcrnor-- 
Thomas  Jefferson  is  elected  in  his  place. 

Some  links  are  still  to  be  added  to  the  chain  of  events,    ^.r  * « 
in  1778.  '     Ml  A  P. 

In  the  month  of  February,  an   expedition  took  place,       ^^^* 
remarkable  for  its  boldness,  lhouj?h  not  extensive  in  its  .^ 

effects.     Captain  James  Willing,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  suddenly  appeared  at   the  IVafchez,  a  Bri-       ^''''8 
lish  settlement  in  West  Florida.     He  had  left   Fort  Pitt 
with  a  handful  of  daring  comrades,  who,  upon  reacliinsr  ^/bniorviQ. 
the  point  of  destination,  were  sent  out  in  small  pariies,  and  iinXe-pe 
made  the  inhabitants  prisoners  on  parole.     The  result  was  diUon  :i- 
an   agreement,  stipulating  the  most  perfect  neutrali(y  on  ^^i"- ^^^t' 
their  part,  and  security  for  their  persons  and  propertv.  on 
that  of  the  United  States.     The  principal   advantage    of 
this  expedition  was  to  deprive  the  hostile  Indians  of'thosc 
warlike  supplies  which  they  before  drew  from  the  NatLhcx, 
and  fatally  used  against  the  American  settlers  in  the  South 
n  est. 

The  savage  foresters  could  not  -be  induced  to  rejinio 

2  n 
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CH\P.    inactive  spectators  of  the  contest.    Early  accustomed  to 
XIV.      rapine,  exulting  in  destruction  and  blood,  their  inculcated 
fei'oeity,    and   their   hereditary  resentments  against  the 
"^  whitesin  j;eneral,  were  suflicient  to  hurry  them  into  hos-» 
^jjg      tililies.     They  were,  besides,  stimulated  by  the  corrupt- 
ing lil)erality  and  insidious  promises  of  British  emissarits, 
Indian  rava-  ^^*^  '^J  the  misrepresentations  of   dbafTected  Americans, 
^es.  who,  seeking  a  refuge  among  them,  endeavoured  to  infuse 

into  their  hearts  Mie  rancorous  and  vindictive  passions  of 
their  own.  Tiie  North-Wcstern  frontier  suffered  extreme- 
ly from  their  ruthless  incursions.  In  these  they  were  ge- 
nerally headed  by  Colonel  John  Butler,  a  Connecticut  To- 
ry, and  one  Brandt,  a  half-Indian  by  blood.  The  human 
character  is  seldom  exhibited  in  so  hideous  a  shape  of  mo^ 
pal  depravity,  as  in  those  two  monsters.  To  annoy,  dis- 
tress and  torment  was  their  incessant  occupation,  their 
ciiiei*.  indeed,  theii:  sole  pleasure.  The  vast  extent,  and 
exposed  slate  of  the  North-Western  borders,  the  itisuiated 
situation  of  most  settlements,  the  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  country  posscssod  by  tlie  disaffected  who  had  associated 
the  I'.'.diatjs  to  iht^r  plans  of  vengeance,  enabled  evea 
small  marauding  parlies  to  do  consitlerable  mischief — like 
beasts  of  prey,  they  unexpectedly  fell  upon  their  intended 
and  derenteless  victims — and.  after  glutting  with  blood 
their  fcmeious  appetites,  and  inflicting  all  the  misery  ia 
their  po\vcr,  they  retired,  unpursued  and  unpunished,  to 
RiiinefWy-  (heir  rcjuote  and' wild  fastnesses.  One  of  the  most  deplo- 
ominc:.  j,.^|^j^.  instances  of  Indian  bar!)arity,  was  the  desolation  of 

July.         "Wyoming,  about  the  middle  of  the  summer. 

Wyoming,  a  ricli.  populous,  flourishing  settlement,  on 
the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Sus(iuehiinaah,pi'escnted  a  scene 
of  human  felicity  which  would  be  deemed  ideal,  if  the  testi- 
jiionies  of  Historians  and  travellers  did  not  concur  in  esta- 
blishing its  reality.  The  infant  establishment  was  blessed 
Willi  a  genial  climate,  a  fertile  soil ;  and,  what  is  still 
more  precious,  with  the  virtues  of  tlie  patriarchal  ages — 
Simplicity  and  innoceney  of  manners— primeval  faiths 
chci-rfiil  industry— cordial  hospitality— smiling  content, 
seemed  to  have  marked  this  happy  spot  for  their  own. 
Unfortunatelv,  civil  discord  came— and,  with  it,  a  train  of 
fclashing  interests,  views,  and  passions,  destructive  of  the 
enchanting  scene.  Political  rancour  extinguished  natural 
aflection  ;  it  dissolved  t!ie  closest,  the  most  sacred  ties— 
and.  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  the  flerceness  of  present  ha- 
tred ruged  in  proportion  to  the  tenderness  of  former  love. 
The  friends  of  lii/erty,  however,  more  numerous  than  their 
opponents,  at  first  oveieanie  them — and  doomed  their 
leadcis  to  exile  and  loss  of  property.  The  Colonel  John 
Butler,  already  mentioned,  rallied  them  round  his  ban- 
ners. Thirsting  after -revenge,  these  desperate  fugitives 
soon  and  easily  caught  the  murderous  phrenzy  of  bis  impla- 
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•able  bosom.    The  situation  of  the  settlement  wns  but  too    CHAP. 
fcivourablefo  his  views.     Nearly  one  thousand  inhabitants      XIV. 

had  joined  the  continental  armj  ;  this  was  an  alarming  

subduction  from  the  inherent  force  of  Wyoming  ;  yet,  the  — — — 
•etllers  could  scarcely  hope  for  any  other  protection  than  1775 
that  derived  from  themselves.  A  collision  of  contradicio- 
ry  claims  between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  respect- 
ing this  territoi-y  and  remoteness  from  tlie  military  force 
of  either  of'thoso  Slates,  left  them  entirely  to  their  own 
resources  and  courage.  Thus  situated,  and  warned  of  ap- 
proaching danger,  by  several  gloomy  indications,  they  re- 
tired for  security  into  their  Forts. 

The  long-dreaded  storm  burst  on  Wyoming,  on  the  first 
of  July.     A  hody  of   men,  sixteen  hundred  strong,   and 
composed  of  Indians,  and  Tories  painted  like  Indians,  uu* 
dee  the  command  of  Colonel  Jolin  Butler,  broke  into  the 
settlement. — One  of  the  Forts   surrendered  without  op- 
position— it  was,  of  itself,  weak — and  chiefly  garrisoned 
by  concealed  Tories.  Another  Fortwastaken.  Two  strong- 
er Forts,  Kingston  and  Wilkesbarre,  had  been  erecte^l, 
near  each  other,  on  opposite   sides  of  the  Susquehannalu 
Into  the  first  of  these.  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  who  com- 
manded the   Wyoming  Militia,  had  retired  with  part  of 
the  armed  force,  and  a  multitude  of  women  and  children. 
On  the  3d  of  July,  he  was  summoned  to  surrender — his  de- 
termination to  make  an  honourable  resistance,  was  signi- 
fied.    Upon  being  summoned  a  second  time,  however,  with 
threats,  that   unless  immediately  surrendered,  the  Fort 
should  be  stoi-med,  plumlered,  and  burnt  with  all  its  con- 
tents, Zebulon  Butler  proposed  a  parley — this  was  acceded 
to — iind  a  place  appointed  for  the  contemplated  interview. 
— Thither  the  patriot  Butler  repaired,  followed  by  the     July  3 
whole  garrison,  a  few  invalids  excepted.     No  person  ap- 
peared on  the  part  of  the  enemy — but  at  some  distance,  a 
llag    was  s<'en  waving — and  receded,    as  the  Americans 
moved  towards  it — 'hey  still  advanced,  and  suddenly  found 
themselves  surrounded  hy  an  insidious  foe,  who  started  up, 
and  from  all  sides  poured  upon  them  a  tremendous  fire. 
The  disproportion  of  numbers  was  srreat — in  the  ratio  of 
one  to  four — v^t,  the  patriots  displayf  d  such  firmness  and 
intrepidity — lliey  returned  the  hostile  discharge  wirh  such 
quickne-s,  that  the  enemy  began  to  i^ive  Av-ay.  when  a  sol- 
dier,  either  from  treaeherv  or  cowardice,  cried  out '♦  tlic 
Colonel  has  ordered  a  retreat  !"     A  disorderly  and  preci- 
pitate flight  was  the  consequence.     The  enemy  fmin^isly 
pursued  the  fugitives,  who  endeavor.rrd  to  pass  the  liver, 
and  seek  the   protection  of  Fort  Wilkesbarre.      N  ain  ef- 
forts!    Of  417.  who  had  come  out  of  the  Fort.  360  were 
inhumanly  fiutchered.     The  suppliant  voiee  of  a  vauxiuish- 
ed   and   disarmed  opponent    was  not   heas  ik     The  savage 
conrjucror  gave  no  quarter.     The  few  w!io  escaped  were, 
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CHAP,    most  of  them,  dangerously  wounded.    Fort  Kingston  was 

XIV.      iijveste:! — and  to  strike  terror  into  the  feeble«vemains  of 

the  garrison,  the  green  and  bleeding  scalps  of  the  slain 

7i-r~7-  ■■■'■;.,   were  sent  in  for  their  inspection. 

Colonel  Zcbuloii  Butler,  yielding  to  the  alarms  of  his 
1778  fjiiuily,  and  still  hoping  to  obtain  some  reinforcements,  at- 
tended his  wife  and  children  down  the  river,  and  the  com- 
July  4.  mand  devolved  on  Colonel  Dennison.  The  latter  enquired 
under  the  protection  of  a  flag,  what  terms  woi»te  be  granted 
to  the  garrison,  upon  surrendeiing  the  Fort  ?  **  the 
HA.TCHET,", answered  the  brutalized,  atrocious  Chief — 
more  execrable  than  the  rulFian  band  under  him— ««  THE 
HAl'CHET  V* 

A  continual  fire  was  poured  on  the  Fort — the  besieged 
weakened,  exhausted,  surrendered  at  discretion.  They 
still  retained  some  faint  h-  pe-.-Was  there  no  latent  spai  k 
of  humanity  ?  No  soothing  recollection  of  common  coun- 
try— of  endearing  ties,  once  so  sweet  and  so  sacred  ?  No 
calculation,  too,  of  the  vicissittides  incident  to  war  ?    No 

fear  of  retaliation,    so  awfully  provoked  ?     No  ! 'J'he 

tutored  savage  was  inflexible  in  his  hellish  resolve.  He 
selected  a  few  of  the  prisoners,  reserving  them  for  the 
horrid  rites  of  Indian  torture — enclosed  the  rest  in  the 
houses,  with  the  mass  of  the  people,  sparing  not  the 
helpless  sex,  tender  infancy,  venerable  old  age.  To  these 
houses  he  applied  the  fatal  torch,  and  the  whole  was  con- 
sumed— a  mournful  holocaust  to  the  grim  demon  of  ven- 


geance ! 

Fort  Wilkesbarre  quickly  fell — in  expectation  of  mercy 
for  tlie  trembling, imploring  multitude  with  them,  the  Gar- 
rison offered  no  resistance.  They  understood  not  the  re- 
lentless Butler.  Seventy  of  the  men,  who  had  enlisted  for 
the  Continental  service,  were  lacerated,  mangled,  butcher- 
ed. The  rest,  men,  women  and  children,  perished  in  the 
flames ! 

Why  cannot  History  throw  an  impenetrable  reil  over 
these  heart-freezing  horrors  ?  Why  cannot  truth  con- 
ceal, for  the  honour  of  humanity,  particular  acts  of  a  still 
deeper  dye  ? — Children  were  seen  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  their  parents — brothers  to  murder  their 
brothers  or  sisters — American  officers  experienced  those 
prolonged,  inhuman  tortures  which  the  ingenious  cruelty 
of  the  Indians  has  devised.     Splinters  of  resinous  wood  were 

stuck  in  their  flesh.      A  slow  fire Language  cannot 

paint  these  horrors  ;  from  the  terrified  imagination,  let 
them  catch  their  proper  hue  ! 

The  merciless  ravagers  did  not  leave  Wyoming  before 
they  had  converted  it  into  a  frightful  waste — destroying  or 
carrying  away  tlie  cattle — levelling  the  houses  and  other 
improvements,  with  the  ground — cutting  down  tlie  smi- 
ling orchards  and  ripening   crops — in  sliort,  imprinting 
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oil  every  object,  monumental  and  lasting  vestiges  of  a  van-    CHAF, 
dalism«  for   which  even  the  execration  of  ages  must  be     XIV. 
inadequate  punishment. — The  farms  of  the  Tories  alone   _^^^^ 
remained  uninjured — heightening,  by  a  striking  contrast, 
the  desolation  around — like  green  spots  in  a  Lybian  desert.      1778 
The  few  surviving  members  of  the  unliappy  families  in» 
volved  in  this  vast  seene  of  desolation,  could  scarcely  thank 
Heaven  for  their  escape.     Wondering  through  trackless 
forests,  women  and  children  had  to  endure  the  extremities 
of  hunger  and  fatigue,  before  they  reached  places  of  secu- 
rity ;  and  no  hospitable  care,  no  friendly  attention,  could 
ever  efface  from  their  minds  the  memory  of  the  past ;   mo- 
ral distress,  seldom  inclnded  in  any  estimate  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  (hough  generally  the  chief  portion  of  its  evils, 
fell  severely  lo  (heir  lot. 

A  body  of  Continental  troops  was  detached  against  those 
ruthless  invaders,  but  (oo  late.  This  circumstance, 
however,  enabled  Colonel  Wra.  Butler,  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia troops,  to  attack  and  destroy  several  Indian  settlements. 
Some  weeks  after  his  return,  another  storm  of  Indian  and 
Tory  vengeance  burst  upon  a  settlement,  within  the  State 
of  New-York,  known  by  the  name  of  Cherry- Valley,  where 
the  tragic  scenes  so  fatal  to  Wyoming,  were  repeated. — 
The  extent  of  the  Frontier,  on  that  side,  rendered  a  com- 
plete and  effeetnaV system  of  defence  impracticable. 

In  this  fearful  crisis,  it  was  forfunate  for  Virginia  to  Atchieve- 
possess,  on  her  Western  borders,  one  of  those  rare  indivi-  Tnpr.fcofCol 
duals  whom  nature  has  endowed  with  equal  energy  of  body        Clarke. 
and  mind ;  with  genius  to  plan,  and  activity  to  execute. 
Colonel  George  llogei's  Clarke  saved  her  back  settlements 
from  Indian  fury.     He  did  more.     He  planted  her  stand- 
ard far  beyond  (he  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  added  profita- 
ble conquests  to  the  glory  of  chastising  a  cruel  and  inso- 
lent foe,  and  of  ensuring  tranquility  to  a  whole  frontier. 

Previous  apprehensions  and  judicious  views  had  induced 
the  Lcjrislature  to  place  under  his  command  a  portion  of 
the  public  force.  It  was  well  known  that  the  iiovernor  of 
the  settlements  planted  by  the  Canadians  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  in  the  Illinois  country,  was  an  indefatigable 
agent  of  British  ambi(i(m,  and  British  cruelty;  paying 
largely  for  the  scalps  of  Americans;  and.  by  every  possi- 
ble niethod,  stimulating  the  neighbouring  Indians  to  annoy 
and  ravage  the  frontier.  To  strike  an  unexpected  and 
decisive  blow  at  this  mischievous  enemy,  had  long  been  a 
favourite  scheme  with  Colonel  Clarke.  The  petty  warfare 
which  he  had  hitherto  waged,  satisfied  neitlier  his  patri- 
otism, nor  his  commendable  love  of  fame.  Even  on  the 
puesent  occasion,  he  could  obtain  a  small  force  only,  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  men.  But,  like  himself, 
these  few  patriots  were  inured  to  fatigue,  regardless  of 
danger,  and  panting  after  their  couutry-s  applause.     No 
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dtfRculty  could  damp .tlieir  ardour.  Heseending  the  IMo- 
noni^ahola,  and  the  Ohio,  down  the  Great  Falls  of  ihe 
latter;  tliey  there  hid  their  hoats,  and  shaped  their  euurse 
-Norfhwaidlv.  Their  provisions,  whieli  (liej  earrieil  on 
their  hacks,  were  soon  consumed  ;  for  (wo  da\s,  thoy  suh- 
sisfed  on  roots,  and,  in  a  state  of  famine,  readied  the 
Town  of  Kaskaskias,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.— 
Hiiherto  fortune  had  smiled  on  their  en(er])rize ;  no  de- 
tachment of  sava;jje  warriors,  no  sti-aggling  forester  liad 
discovered  tlieir  approach.  This  success  hei,^htened  their 
hopes,  siimulated  ihoir  coura4j;e.  The  Town  and  Fort 
might  have  resisted  a  much  larger  hand  of  assailants  ;  but 
Clarke  and  his  adventurous  companions  advanced  into 
Kaskaskias,  unseen  and  unheard.  The  midnight  hour  fa- 
voured their  design.  They  found  the  inhabitants  reposing 
in  the  lap  of  that  security,  which  the  idea  of  vast  distance 
from  the  American  settlements  was  calculated  to  create. 
The  Town  and  the  Forts  were  taken  in  silence,  and  with- 
out opposition.  The  surprize  was  so  judiciously  conducted, 
and  so  completely  efTected,  that  not  a  single  person  es- 
caped to  spread  the  alarm  through  the  neighbouring  set* 
tlenicnts.  Clarke,  seizing  the  golden  moment,  immcjliale- 
ly  mounted  a  dolachment  of  his  men  on  horses  found  at 
Kaskaskias;  and  tliree  other  Towns,  further  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi, were  reduced  with  equal  success.  llochci)lave, 
the  obnoxious  Governor,  was  sent  to  Tirginin,  Avith  the 
written  instructions  which  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
from  Quebec,  Detroit,  and  Michilliniackinack,  for  ex- 
citing the  Indians,  and  paiing  to  them  the  price  of  bl  »od. 
The  settlers  readily  transferred  their  allegiance,  aiid,  as 
this  Territory  Ijclouged  to  Virginia  by  charter  and  con- 
quest, the  General  Assembly,  at  their  autumnal  Session, 
created  it  into  a  distinct  county,  to  be  called  the  county 
of  Illinois.  A  temporary  form  of  government  was  ndapt- 
ed  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people.  To  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  tlie  appointment  of  a  count>  Lieu- 
tenant, and,  tlirough  him.  of  all  military  agents,  to  Jict 
during  pleasure,  was  attributed.  The  choice  and  suppoit 
of  the  usual  civil  officers  were  left  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
Treasury  of  the  State  was  to  defray  extraordinary  expen* 
ces.  In  criminal  cases,  the  county  Lieutenant  might  grant 
a  pardon,  except  in  condemnations  for  murder  and  treason, 
when  he  could  only  suspend  execution  un«il  the  sense  of 
the  Governor,  in  the  first  iustanco.  and  that  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  in  the  second,  shouh!  be  obtained.  To  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  the  fyicndly  Indians 
in  the  neighbourhood,  a  trade,  on  public  aec  ount,  was  o- 
pened  with  New  Orleans,  and  other  places,  but  without 
precluding  private  commercial  enterpiize,  the  eventual 
deficiencies  of  which  the  public  trade  was  only  intended  to 
cover.     'J'his  new  post,  if  properly  protected  and  main- 
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• 
tajned,  evidentljr  promised  to  clieck  the  inroads  and  dc-    CHAP. 
ppedations  of  the  Indians  on  the  inhabitants  of  th«  Western      XIV. 
Frontici*  of  \  irginiii.  Levies  of  infantry  and  eavalry  were, 
therefore,  directed  <o  be  speedily  made,  ami  to  reinforce  "     '       *" 
ihe  brave  and  triiunpliant  handful  of  Patriots,  who  had       ±77 s 
cffoeieil  this  impoi'tant  reduction,  and  wliose  services  were 
90  justly  pcwai-ded  with  the  applause  of  their  j^rateful 
country.*     The  dilatoriness  incident  to  military  prepara- 
tions, whose  object  was  not  immediately  felt  by  the  mass 
of  the  people,  and  lay  at  an  immense  distance  from  the 
seat  of  ,i;overnment,  which,  like  the  heart  in  the  human 
body,  often  fjlows  with  a  vivifying  heat,  whilst  the  extre- 
mities are  cold  and  languid,  prevented  Col.  Clarke  from 
receiving,  in  its  full  extent,  the  contemplated  aid.     His 
genius  and  activity  supplied  this  deficiency.  Theydouhled 
his  physical  force.     Insulated,  as  it  were,  in  the  lieart  of 
the  Indian  country;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  most  war- 
like and  ferocious  tribes;  in  the  track  of  many  others,  in 
the  way  of  all,  he  knew  how  to  maintain  the  power  of  his 
country,  in  this  new  acquisition;  not  only  averting  insult 
and  injury,  but  carrying  terror  into  the  strongest  holds, 
and  most  solitary  recesses  of  those  Indians,  who,  trom  time 
to  time,  sallied  forth,  like  tigers,  in  quest  of  carnage,  and 
effectually  repressing  all  hostile  attempts. 

A  tempest,  however,  was  hanging  over  him,  which  per-  Threats  and 
haps,  no  efforts  hut  his  could  have  dispelhsl.    The  Gover-  preparati. 
nor  of  Detroit,  Hamilton,  a  man  no  less  remarkable  for  ijlfj^ton^ 
his  boldness  and  activity,  than  for  his  barbarous  disposi- 
tion, ami  his  tyrannical  abuse  of  delegated  power,  formed 
the  daring  project  of  driving  Clarke  from  his  conquest. 
On  the  15th  of  Doc.  with  a  strong  body  of  men,  Ire  took      Dec.  15. 
possession  of  Fort  St.  Vincent;  repaired  its  ruined  battle- 
ments, and  converted  it  into  a  formidable  repository  of 
warlike  implements  of  every  description.    His  plan  was  to 
attack  Kaskaskias  in  the  Spring.    This  place  he  consider- 
ed as  an  ^^sy  conquest.  Two  hundred  Indians  from  Mich- 
illimachinac,  and  five  hundred  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws, 
were  then  to  join  his  banner.    With  this  body,  he  intended 
to  penetrate  up  the  Ohio,  to  Fort  Pitt;  the  devastation  of 
Kentucky  was  a  branch  of  his  extensive  scheme  of  ruin. 


*  In  the  Ifouae  of  Delegutea,  J\'oi:  23, 1778. 

•♦"VThcreaD,  authentic  information  has  been  received  iJiat  Lieut.  Col. 
tteorg'e  Rogers  Clarke,  witli  a  body  of  Virg-inia  militia,  has  reduced  the 
British  posts  in  the  Western  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  river  Mis- 
siss'ippi,  and  its  branches,  wliereby  great  advantages  may  accrue  to  th-c 
common  eau->e  of  America,  as  well  as  this  Commonwealh  in  particular," 

^' Jtf^oived,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  justly  due  to  the  said  Col 
Clarke,  and  the  brave  ofFicoi-s  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  ex- 
Ij-aordi'.iary  resolution  and  pei-severance  in  so  hazardous  an  cnterprize,  and 
f()r  the  tinportaait  services  which  thev  have  thereby  rendcrod  tixcir  coun- 
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CHAP.    ITe  proposed  to  sweep  its  principal  settlements  on  his  way, 
XIV.     I"  or  tliis  pin  pose  he  was  supplied  with  light  brass  cannon, 
ami,  as  iu  his  advance,  he  expected  to  see  his  numbers 
•tv  swelled  by  hourly  accessions  of  Indians,  he  proudly  and 

confidently  anticipated  the  subjugation  and  ruin  of  all  West 
1778  A.ugusta  In  no  i*esource  connected  with  the  success  of  his 
plan,  was  Hamilton  deficient.  The  British  Coiuniander  in 
Canada  had  furnished  him  wilh  ample  means.  Destruction 
hovered  on  the  Western  borders  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Clarke  received  no  reinforcements.  In  his  letter  to  Gov, 
Henry,  written  on  the  29th  of  April,  1779,  he  says  that,  at 
the  time  of  those  formidable  preparations,  he  had  not 
heard  from  the  Executive  for  nearly  twelve  months.  The 
communication  was  difficult  and  uncertain.  Already  hos- 
tile detachments  infested  the  neighbourhood  of  Kaskaskias^ 
but  they  did  not  presume  to  attack.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, Clarke  thought  it  prudent  to  concentrate  his  small 
force.  Major  Bowman  was  directed  to  evacuate  the  Fort 
at  the  Cohes,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  principal  point  of 
defence.  When  comparing  his  situation  with  that  of  the 
expected  assailants,  Clarke  despaired  of  his  ability  lo  keep 
possession  of  (he  country.  Still,  he  was  resolved  to  main- 
tain a  siege,  an<l  preserve,  at  least,  the  post  of  Kaskas- 
kias,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  To  this  end,  he  and  his  gal- 
lant associates  were  making  active  preparations;  strength- 
ening the  fortifications  of  the  place;  erecting  or  demo- 
lishing, as  necessity  dictated.  Whilst  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed, a  Spanish  merchant,  who  had  been  at  Fort  Saint 
Vincent,  arrived.  He  informed  Col.  Clarke  that  Hamil- 
ton had  weakened  himself  by  sending  his  Indians  against 
the  Frontiers,  and  up  the  Ohio.  In  the  Fort,  he  had  only 
retained  eighteen  men,  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  few 
mounted  swivels.  His  intention  was  to  attack  Kaskaskias 
as  soon  as  the  season  would  permit,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of 
clearing  the  Western  waters  before  the  Autumn.  This 
information  was  for  the  genius  of  Clarke,  a  flask  of  elec- 
tric light.  It  discovered  to  him,  not  only  safety,  but  new 
glory.  He  saw  the  whole  by  intuition-  Hamilton  must  be 
attacked  before  he  could  collect  his  Indians — there  was  no 
other  means  of  saving  the  country — with  Clarke,  to  resolve 
and  execute  required  but  a  moment.  Immediately  dis- 
patching a  small  galley  which  he  had  fitted  up,  mounting 
two  four  pounders,  and  four  swivels,  with  a  company  of 
men,  and  necessary  stores  on  board,  he  directed  the  per- 
son whom  he  appointed  to  command  her,  to  force  his  way 
up  the  Wabash,  if  possiiile,  and  station  himself  a  few 
miles  below  the  enemy — suffering  nothing  to  pass — and  a- 
waiting  further  orders.  In  the  mean  time,  garrisoning 
Kaskaskias  with  militia,  embodying  tlie  inhabitants  for 
the  protection  of  the  other  Towns,  and  enlisting  for  the 
expedition  several  of  their  young  men,  who  displayed  thr 
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most  pfomising  ardour,    he  hi«nself  marched  across  the    CHAP. 
country,  with  ono  hun«lred  aud  fifty  gallaiii  comrades,  on      XIV. 
whose  devotion,  in'repidity,  and  i>ersevei*ance,  he  couhi 
well  rely.     Although  his  band  was  small  and  unincum-  ■ 

bered  with  heavy  baggage,  such  was  the  inclemency  of  ij^g 
the  season,  and  such  the  difficulty  of  the  route,  that  he 
slowly  advanced,  not  without  apprehensions  of  ultimate 
failure.  When  within  three  leagues*  of  the  enemy,  it  to«)k 
this  Spartan  band  five  days  to  cross  the  drowned  lands  of 
the  Wabash — having  to  wade,  often  upwards  of  two  leagues, 
to  their  brt-asf  in  water.f  Had  not,  during  this  period  of 
the  expedition,  the  weather  assumed  and  preserved  a  mil- 
der character,  all  these  brave  men  must  ine\i(v»b'v  h;ive 
piM'ished-  Heaven  seemed  to  shield  them.  On  the  cve- 
nin.4^-  of  the  23d,  they  reached  ihe  dry  land,  imperceived  by 
the  enemy,  yet  having  themselves  a  sufficient  virw  of  ihe 
Fort.  No  time  was  to  be  wasted — no  delihrration  to  pr-e- 
cede  the  long  meditated  blow — at  seven  o'clock,  the  attack 
was  made,  befofe  the  enemy  knew  anv  thing  of  <h«'  assail- 
ants. The  Town  immediately  suri-endered  with  joy,  and 
assisted  in  the  siege  ot  the  Fort.  For  eighteen  hours,  a 
continual  fiie  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  Colonel  Clarke:}^ 
did  not  calculate  on  carrving  the  Fort  before  the  an  ival 
of  his  artillery.  Dur*ing  the  night,  however,  after  the  set-  Feb.  23". 
ting  of  the  moon,  he  had  an  intrenchment  thrown  up> 
within  rille  shot  of  the  enemy's  strongest  battery,  and,  at 
morning,  poured  into  their  posts  such  a  shower  of  well 
directed  balls,  that  he  silenced,  in  fifteen  minutes,  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  witlwut  having  one  of  his  men  killed  or 
even  wounded.  As  his  numbers  were  small,  he  to<»k  everj' 
possible  precaution  to  prevent  a  waste  of  lives.  On  ihe  Clarke 
following  day.  Governor  Hamilton  demanded  a  parley; —  takes  Fort 
and  intimated  an  intention  to  surrender — difficulties  arose —  ^  "^^^" 
but  in  the  evening,  the  terms  of  the  surrender  were  ar- 
ranged. The  Governor  and  the  garrison  became  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  considerable  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  conqucr-or. 

In  the  height  of  the  attack  upon  the  Fort,  one  of  the     Feb.  24. 
Indian  parties  detached  on  all  sides  by  Hamilton,  return- 
ed.    Ignorant  of  what  had  happened,  the  savages  were 
marching  into  the  Tow  n  with  two  prisoners.     Clarke,  up- 


•  A  league  is  about  three  miles. 

f  Justly  has  Mr  John  Randolph  compired  Clarke  with  Hannibal,  and 
this  wonderful  advance  with  the  passage  of  the  Tlirasiniene  mai"sh» 

i  These  details  were  given  by  Colonel  Clake,  himself,  in  n  letter, 
dated  \pril29ih,  1779,  (K;.skaskias)  and  ixld-essed  to  P.  Henry,  t!,en  Go- 
vernor, but  receivcil  h\  Xiiomas  Jeflf'erson,  who  w^s  chpsen  Governor,  oji 
i5ie  1st  of  Jime  toUowing. 
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on  hearing  of  this,  detached  a  party  of  his  men  to  give 
tliem  balde  in  the  coinnioiiis — nine  Inilians  were  taken— 
and  the  two  prisoners  released. 

Other  eircuinsiances,  etjuai!}'  auspicious,  crowned  this 
wondertul  success.  A  convoy  of  gooils  from  Detroii  was 
on  its  way  to  the  post.  Clarke  if i formed  of  tliis,  sent  a 
party  of  sixty  men,  in  armed  boats,  well  mounted  with 
swivels,  to  surp'  ize  and  intercept  the  convoy.  The  plan 
was  completely  effected — forty  prisoners,  goods  and  provi- 
sions to  the  amount  of  10,000f--the  mail  from  Canada  to 
Governor  Hamilton,  was  brought  to  Colonel  Clarke;  and 
to  add  to  the  general  joy,  his  express  to  the  Governois  \»  ho 
was  thought  to  have  been  killed,  near  the  Falls  of  the  Ohioy 
returned  with  very  satisfactwy  letters  from  the  Executive, 
and  the  thauks  of  tho  Assembly  to  this  gallant  little  band, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  country  about  Kaskaskias,  This 
climax  of  fortunate  cinkumstances,  so  singular  that  it  seems 
to  partake  of  the  marvellous  and  the  romantic,  and  mighty 
if  not  well  authenticated,  excite  doubt  and  even  increduli- 
ty, so  much  elated  the  brave  men  under  Clarke,  that  they 
would  have  attempted  the  reduction  of  Detroit,  had  he  led 
them  against  that  place.  He  was  not  disinclined  to  the 
measure;  but  the  necessity  of  securing  his  prisoners,  and 
the  difficulty  of  raising  a  number  of  men,  such  as  he  then 
thought  requisite  for  such  an  expedition,  prevented  him 
from  indulging  thf  ardour  of  his  associates,  and  his  own  im- 
pulse. This  he  had  soon  cause  to  regret.  He  was  informed 
that,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  his  success  at  Fort  St. 
Vincents,  the  people  of  Detroit,  and  of  the  circumjacent 
country,  openly  manifested  their  joy,  during  three  whole 
days,  by  every  method  which  social  festivity  could  devise., 
and  they  so  far  counted  upon  Clarke's  speedy  arrival,  that 
the  merchants  provided  for  him  and  his  men  those  neces- 
saries and  comforts  which  they  imagined  would  be  wanted. 
The  haughty,  capricious,  tyrannical,  and  bloody  disposi- 
tion of  the  captive  Governor,  had  alienated  from  him  every 
virtuous  and  feeling  heart.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  too, 
were  the  descendants  of  French  settlers;  and  the  news  of 
the  alliance  had  just  reached  them.  The  garrison,  amount- 
ing only  to  eighty  men,  could  not  oppose  this  burst  of  sen- 
timent— but  when  Clarke  received  this  intelligence,  De- 
troit had  been  reinforced ;  the  fair  opportunity  was  no 
more. 

Most  of  the  prisoners  were  discharged  on  parole.  Hamil- 
ton and  his  principal  officers  were  sent  to  Williamsburg^ 
As  the  severe  conlinenient  to  which  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ginia thought  it  just  and  expedient  at  first  to  subject  these 
prisoners,  involves  an  important  point,  that  of  retaliation, 
we  will  again,  in  the  proper  place,  bring  them  into  view. 

The  reduction  of  Detroit,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  North- 
ern British  territory,  had,  sometime  before,  engaged  the 


tirginia;  sis 

attention  of  Congress.    Tbat  Body  seems  te  have  always    CHAP. 
eonJeuj^lated  the  conquest  of  Canada;  with  peculiar  soli-       XIV, 
eitiide.     During  the  winter,  a  niagniiiceut  and  extensive 

project  against  that  province,  was  transmitted  to  General  ■  ■  ■*> 

AVashington.  P-irt  of  thai  plan  was  the  inarch  of  two  se-  4770 
parate  columns  of  ConUnental  troops  from  Pittsburg  and 
u'yoHMng,  agaiust  Dot^roit  and  Niagara.  On  other  points  aeainat  »•* 
American  d«'iae}iments  were  to  press,  whilst  a  French  fleet  trtit, 
am!  army  should  simultaneously  attack  the  Eastern  fron- 
tiei-  of  Cauada.  General  La  Fayette,  and  Dr.  Franklin, 
now  sole  Mii  ister  Pleuipotenfiaries  of  the  United  States  at 
the  v^otirt  of  V«  rsailles,  v^eve  to  exert  their  influence  at 
tltat  Court,  to  ohthin  the  desired  co  operation.  Already 
D'Estaing  hud  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  Canada* 
witli  :i  view  to  revive  tornier  attachments  and  sensihilities> 
in  l>  half  of  the  common  oause.  against  a  brave  andvou)^ 
erful  nationf  xchich  Ihe  allies  hoped  to  vanquish.*  Wash- 
ing(on  &«.gaia  oppose<l  the  dictates  of  his  unerring  judg- 
ment and  comprehensive  mind  to  the  dazzling  views  of 
sanguine  projectors.  The  execution  of  tlie  plan  required 
such  an  itnmerisitv  of  resources — so  extraordinary  a  coin- 
cidence of  remote  and  improhaUle  contingencies,  that  Con- 
gress, upon  a  caref  il  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
whole,  resolve<<  to  abandon  an  expedition,  the  chief  object 
of  wiiicli  was  to  remove  the  cause  of  Indian  hostilities,  and 
their  concomitant  horrors.  General  Mcintosh,  however, 
remained  stationed  at  Pittsburg,  collecting  troops,  and  ma- 
king other  preparations  agains.  Detroit. 

The  British  prisoners     known  under  the  appellation  of 
*'  Convention  troops,"  were  tM»w  in  Virginia.     The  fate  of  The  troops 
these  men  deserve  some  details.     By  the  Convention  be-  ^.*<^on^en. 
tween  Gates  andBurgoyne,  a  free  passage  to  England  had  marcj,ejit|) 
been  stipulated  for  the  surrendering  army,  upon  condition  Vir 
of  not  again  serving  in  North  America,  during  the  present       8"^'»' 
contest.     This  article  left  to  Geeat  Britain  the  advantage 
of  employing  those  prisoners,  either  at  home,  or  in  any  0- 
ther  part  of  the  w  orld,  exce]>t  North  America.  The  troops, 
whose  places  they  would  supply,    might  act  against  the 
United  States  ;  nay,  manv  of  these  men  might,  regardless 
of  those  engagements  whicli  bind  only  honourable  soldiers, 
repair  to  New  York,  after  embarkation.     It  was  found  im- 
possil)le,  at  first,  to  procure  satisfactory  accomodations  for 
the  officers  and  soldiers  at  Boston.     Burgoyne  loudly  com- 
plained, and  declared  that  the  public  faith  of  t3.merka  was 
broken.     This  declaration,  combined  with  the  frequent  an- 
terior assertions  of  some  British  Agents  that  "  faith  was 
not  to  be  kept  with  rebels,*'  alarmed  the  Congress.    They 


_  •  This  style  was  somewhat  different  from  the  a6usjx'e  State  papers  of  Bri- 
tjih  Ag-ents  &c.    It  was  a  noble  retaliation. 
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CHAP,  expressed  their  fears  ;  permitted  Burgoync  alone  to  em*- 
XX  V,  bark,  and  detained  the  troops  "  until  an  authentic  patifn-a- 
tion  of  the  Convention  at  Saratoga  should  be  ol)taine(l  from 
■  tht*  British  Government." — The  Royal  Commissioners,  in 
the  course  of  their  fruitless  negoeiation,  offered  to  ratify 
'  ^  that  compact.  They  had  no  powers  to  that  effect.*  Af- 
ter >rards.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  refused  to  grant  pass- 
p>ft  f<»i*  American  vessels  to  trani?i>ort  provisions  and  fuel 
to  bos.  on  f  »r  the  use  of  the  Convention  troops,  the  Congress 
deemed  themselves  justifiable  in  removing  those  troops  to 
sucii  I  pan  ol' the  United  States  as  thev  wo  dd  be  best  sub- 
sis  led  in  ;  and  Charlottes ville,  the  chief  town  of  Albe- 
marle lounty.  in  the  .Si ate  of  Virginia,  was  selected  for 
that  purpose.  Aoout  the  middle  of  November,  1778,  the 
prison*  rs  of  Saratoga,  were  marched  from  Cambridge  and 
R  -'laiul  to  Virginia,  uniler  proper  escorts,  and  reached  the 
place  of  <heir  destination  in  the  beginning  of  1779. 

The  si  nation  of  Charlottesville  was  well  adapted  to  the 

loUesvilir^  double  purpose  of  subsistence  for  the  tj'oops,  and  of  securi- 
ty ngainst  their  *■  scape.  The  Convention  prisoners  might 
easily  b**  su(jp)r!ed  at  ihutnlaee,  without  subducting  from 
tho'^e  supplies  whic!.  thv  counties  on  the  lide  waters  afforded 
foithe  Slate  troops  and  the  Northern  parts  of  Virginia 
for  the  grand  army,  and  the  troops  under  iWfntosh,  or  a- 
ny  otlier  detachment  which  the  uncertain  and  treacherous 
conduct  of  the  ladiaiis  might,  from  time  to  time,  render 
necessary,  on  the  West.  To  ealh  for  either  of  those  pur- 
poses, the  eounties  above  the  tide-waters,  in  the  middle 
parts  of  the  countr' ,  were  not  accessible,  except  at  such 
an  expence  of  transportation  as  the  articles  would  not  bear. 
Here  then  was  an  immense  field,  whose  surplus  of  pro<luce 
could  liOt  be  carried  to  the  American  army,  a  field,  too,  that 
would  be  made  to  produce  much  more,  when  an  increased 
demand,  and  the  prospect  of  benefit,  should  stimulate  enter- 
pi'ise  and  industry.  The  mills  on  the  waters  of  James  ri- 
ver, above  the  falls,  open  to  convenient  navigation,  were 
many,  and  some  of  them  of  great  note,  as  manufacturers. 
The  town  of  Charlottesville  itself  was  surrounded  by  n-.ills. 
As  to  animal  subsistence,  it  might  easily  be  driven  f-om 
those  parts  of  the  State,  which  abounded  in  it,  to  this  cen- 
tral point.  The  safe  custody  of  the  troops  was  another 
circumstance  for  which  the  site  of  Charlottesville  appear- 
ed extremely  well  fitted — equally  removed  from  the  ac- 
cess of  an  Eastern  or  W-  stern  enemy,  placed  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  State,  so  that  should  the  prisoners  attempt  an 
eruption  in  any  direction,  they  must  pnss  through  a  great- 
er extent  of  hostile  country,  in  a  neighbourhood  thickly 
inhabited  by  a  robust  and  hardy  people.     Zealous  in  the 


•  The  reason  of  Slate  shewed  itself  in  the  rear  of  all  discussions  <» 
this  point. 
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Amepican  cause,  acquaintet^  with   the  use  oF  arms  ;  the   CHAP# 
deHIes  and  passes  by  which  they  must  issue,  ever  warchl'ul,      XIV, 

ever  ready  to  crush  in  its  birth  any  improper  moveaient  on  

the  part  of  the  prisoners.  "" 

When  the  latter  first  arrived  at  Charlottesville,  a  rao-  ^jj^ 
inentary  embarrassment  was  felt,  ami  the  people  experi- 
enced some  alarm  at  the  consequences  which  a  want  of  ne-  Their  com- 
ccssary  accommudations  might  produce.  The  winter  was  fombicsi- 
uncouimonly  severe  :  the  barracks  uniinished  for  want  of  ^.^^^  '''^ 
labourers;  no  cufVuient  stores  of  bread  laid  in:  and  «he  ''^  ^' 
roads  rendercl  impassable  by  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  tlie  number  of  wa.^'i^ons  which  had  lately  coveted 
thtMTi. — Soon,  however,  every  difficulty  and  every  appre^- 
heiision  van-.^hed.  The  planters,  being  more  generally  -sel- 
lers (ban  buyers,  and  finding  ibeir  own  benelil  in  supplies 
in«i(is  (iously  pr^jcured,  tjuickly  removed  a  searcily  merely 
accidental.  To  (he  genius  and  exertions  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins «lu»ing  (he  short  time  he  lived  af.er  bis  appointment 
to  ihe  Commissary  department  by  the  board  of  war,  much 
was  also  due.  That  Gendeman  had  displayed,  in  the  dis- 
charj^e  of  his  duties,  the  most  indefnii'jjable  acdvity.  and 
collected  vasf  quantities  of  animal  food  Nature  vtnd  ob- 
servation bad  fitted  liim  for  that  sphere  of  usefulness. 
His  eye  immeiiiiitely  pervaded  the  whole  State — this  was 
reduced  at  once  io  a  reguiar  machine,  to  a  systeui- -,iiid 
the  whole  nut  into  tuovement  and  animation  by  Che  riA.T 
of  nis  compi'ehensive  mind.  The  eff»'Cts  of  liis  services 
out-lived' him.  Soon  the  residence  of  the  prisoners  as- 
sumi'd  a  pleasing  air  of  comfort  and  ease.  Ihe  officers 
renied  houses  aiul  small  farms  in  the  neighbourliood ; 
they  purciiaM'-i  cows,  slieep,  and  other  doMie«?.ic  animals: 
set  in  to  farming,  prepared  their  gardens  ;  beguiling, 
in  these  innocent  and  useful  employments,  the  tedious 
hours  of  captivity,  and  almost  forgetting,  in  the  calm  of 
retirement,  the  bustle,  the  pomp,  the  ambition,  and  eclat 
of  military  life. — The  men  followed,  on  a  smaller  scale, 
the  example  of  their  officers.  The  environs  of  the  bar- 
racks were  deli;?htfiil.  The  ground  was  cleared,  and  di- 
vided into  small  lots,  neatly  enclosed  and  cultivated. 
The  gardens,  poultry,  pigeons,  and  other  rural  circumstan- 
ces, embellislsed.  vivified  the  landscape,  and  psescnted  tt) 
the  min(^tbc  idea  of  a  company  of  farmers  rather  than  of 
a  ca  np  of  soldiers.  In  addition  to  tiie  barracks  erected  by 
the  public,  the  piisoners  had  built  great  numbers  lor  them- 
selves, in  such  uiesses  as  Cineied  each  other.  In  short, 
the  whole  corps  both  officers  and  men  seemed  happy  ; 
they  bad  found  the  art  of  rendering  captivity  itself  com- 
fof table. 

Let  tlicsc  details  be  excusc.l !  Melancholy  and  wearisome, 
indeed,  must  be  the  task  of  tjje  Historian,  ircondenuied  to 
paint  no  other  but  scenes  of  misery,  in  its  various  shapes  .' 
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CHAP.    Why  should  we  spurn,  when  fatigued  w'th  spec^ae'es  ef 

XIV.      rapine  and  slaughter,  those  consoUng  image's  of  n  itigated 

disti'ess,  which  occasionally  invite  and  relieve  our  eve? — 

^'^^^^  Such  pictures  are  interesting  to  all  mankind.  Friends, 
Atrm^  foes,  and  neutrals  equally  delight  in  oontemphiting  what- 
ever has  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  Iiorrors  of  war,  and  the 
hardships  incident  to  captivity.  With  ati  impression  of 
this  kind,  we  have  perused  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to 
Governor  Henry,  upon  hearing  that,  in  consequence  of 
some  powers  lodged  hy  Congress  in  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  had  it  in  contemplation  to  remove  the  Conven- 
tion troops,  either  wholly,  oi*  in  part,  from  Charloltsville, 
at  the  very  time  when,  chiefly  at  their  own  great  lahour 
and  expence,  the  prisoners  had  completed  '.he  arrange- 
ments which  we  have  mentioned,  and  when  their  spirits 
were  sustained  hy  the  prospect  of  coiy;fort  and  gratification 
rising  before  their  eyes.  Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  mi- 
nutely to  follow  the  luminous  and  impressive  developusents 
presented  in  that  letter.  Suffice  it  to  ohsei've  that  it  pro- 
duced the  intended  effect.  The  Governor  and  Council  be- 
came convinced  that  the  removal  of  the  troops  Avould  be  a 
breach  of  public  faith;  that,  if  they  were  removed  to  ano- 
ther State,  or  to  another  part  of  the  State,  it  would  be  the 
fault  of  the  Commissaries,  and  that  in  either  case,  the 
public  interest  and  security  would  suffer-  the  comfortable 
and  plentiful  subsistence  of  the  American  army  be  lessen- 
ed—the health  of  the  Convention  troops  injured—their 
wishes  crossed,  and  their  comforts  torn  from  them-- the 
character  of  whim  and  c«price,  or,  what  was  worse,  of 
cruelty,  be  uxed  upon  the  Americans  as  a  nation  —and,  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  people  themselvi  s  be  disgusted  with 
such  a  proceeding.  In  consequence  of  tiiis  conviction,  the 
troops  remained  at  Charlottesville. 

Tlie  liberality  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  principles  impelled  him 
to  politeness  and  generosity  towards  his  new  neighbours. 
*<  The  great  cause  which  divides  our  countries,"  he  wrote 
in  answer  to  a  card  from  Gen.  Philli{>e,  "is  not  to  be  de- 
**  cided  by  individual  animosities.  The  harmony  of  private 
*<  societies  cannot  weaken  national  efforts.  To  contribute 
*•  by  neighboui'ly  intercourse  and  attention  to  make  others 
*«  happy,  is  tlie  shortest  and  surest  way  of  b'iag  happy  our- 
*'  selves.  As  these  sentiments  seem  to  have  diripcted  your 
*<  conduct,  we  should  be  as  unwise  as  illiberal,  were  we 
**  not  to  preserve  the  same  temper  of  mind."  Such  ideas, 
and  a  conduct  always  in  unison  with  them,  conciliated  to 
Mr.  Jelferson  the  personal  respect  and  good  will  of  the 
troops,  both  officers  and  men.*     We  have,  at  this  moment, 

•  Wliilst  in  Europe,  Mr  Jefferson  visited  Germany.  Passing  throut^h  a 
Town  where  one  of  the  Hessian  corps  lliat  had  been  at  Charlottesville, 
liappencd  to  be  in  gamson,  he  met  with  Baron  '>e  Geismar,  who  imme- 
diately apprized  his  brother  officers  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  presence  The)' 
flocked  round  him — ^loaded  him  with  respects  and  civilities,  and  spoke  of 
VirginLi  with  sensibility. 
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before  ns  several  letters  from  Major  Generals  Phillips  and 
Rieilesel— Brigadier  Specht--  C.  De  Geisniar-  J.  L.  De 
Ungler—and  some  otJiers,  expressive  of  gratitude,  esteem, 
and  friendly  ^vishes.  Pbillii^s  euiphatioally  extols  Mr.  Jef- 
firsoa's  deli<'ate  proceedings:  Riedesel  repeatedly  and  art- 
lessly pours  out  his  thanks  and  tiiose  of  his  wile  and  ehil- 
dren ;  his  effusions  which  flowed  from  the  hearty  irresisti- 
bly engage  our  sympathies.  »*  The  little  attentions  you  are 
"  pleased  to  magnify  so  much,"  Mr.  Jefferson  replied  "ne- 

«*  ver  deserveda  mention  or  thought — — Opposed 

^*  as  we  happen  to  he  in  our  seniiments  of  duty  and  honour^ 
**  and  anxious  for  eontrary  events,  I  sliall,  nevertheless, 
«  sincerely  rejoice  in  every  circumstance  of  happiness  and 
"  safety  whi  di  may  attend  you  personally."  To  De  Unger, 
the  same  gentleman,  wrote,  •*  The  very  small  amusements 
'*  which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  furnish,  in  order  to 
*<  lighten  your  heavy  hours,  by  no  means  merited  the  ac- 
*<  knowledgments  you  make.  Their  impression  must  be 
<*  ascribed  to  your  extreme  sensibility  rather  than  to  their 
♦'  own  weight.  When  the  course  of  events  sliall  have  re- 
<*  moved  you  to  distant  scenes  of  action,  where  laurels  not 
'*  moistened  with  the  blood  of  my  country,  may  be  gather- 
"  ed,  I  shall  urge  my  sincere  prayers  for  your  obtaining  eve- 
"  ry  honour  and  preferment  which  may  gladden  the  heart 
**  of  a  soldier.  On  the  other  hand,  should  your  fondness 
^  for  philosophy,  resume  its  merited  ascendency,  is  it  im- 
**  possible  to  hope  that  this  unexplored  country  may  tempt 
<*  your  residence,  by  holding  out  materials,  wherewith  to 
"  build  a  fame,  founded  on  the  happiness  and  not  on  the 
«  calamities  of  liuman  nature?  Be  this  as  it  may---a  Phi- 
«  losopher,  or  a  soldier--!  wish  you  personally  many  feii- 
«  cities."  Lieutenant  De  Unger  was  fond  of  literature 
and  science;*  he  enjoyed  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  library  an  ad- 
vantage which  his  situation  and  his  habits  rendered  doubly 
precious.  Other  ofBcers  loved  music  and  painting;  they 
found  in  him  a  cultivated  taste  for  the  line  arts.  They  were 
astonished,  delighted ;  their  letters  to  several  parts  of  Ger- 
many, gave  of  the  Virginia  charactei ,  ideas  derived  from 
that  noble  specimen.  These  found  their  way  into  several 
Gazettes  of  the  ancient  world,  and  the  name  of  Jefferson 
was  associated  with  that  of  Franklin.  Surely,  this  inno- 
cent and  bloodless  conquest  over  the  minds  of  men  whose 
sw  ords  had  originally  been  hired  to  the  oppressors  of  A- 
meri«a.  was  in  itself  scarcely  less  glorious,  though  in  its 
effects  less  extensively  benefioial,  than  the  splendid  train 
of  victories  which  had  disarmed  their  hands ! 
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•  His  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson  are  all  in  French — Riedesel  wrote  some 
times  in  French,  some  times  in  English.  In  both  cases,  the  syle  strong'ly 
savours  of  the  German  idiom,  and  e^ives  to  the  effusions  of  the  writers  an 
«iu-  of  nai  vete,  whicli  siii'l  adds  to  the  int»re.=.t  v.'hich  they  aie  naturally 
f'dcokttd  to  inspive. 
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CHAP.       Another  ciroumstance  tended  to  ensure  the  comfort  and 
XI V.      quitt  ©rtlic  troops  of  Convention  at  Charlottesville.    The 
„    _  sensible,  ajuiable.  and  humane  CoIonelU heodorick  Bland^ 

-^yu       coiiimandeil  the  guard  placed  over  them. 

Let  us  now  resume  our  viewof  mJliJary  transactions. — 
New  plan  of  ^^^  Southern  States  were  now  destined  to  feel  the  principal 
tkeBritish.  Weight  of  Briiish  wrath,  and  British  power.  To  suhjug^;ite 
the  weakest  of  iljeni.  and  "to  render  the  resf  of  as  little 
avail  as  possiJJe  t«>  iheir  new  conncetions,"  was  the  deter- 
mination of  ( he  Ministers.*  The  r(»yal  Commissioners  had 
announced  that  determination  in  their  threatening  manifes- 
to.  Of  entire  sulijugi.tion  t  e  British  Cabinet  could  scarce- 
ly retain  a  hope  Three  unsuccessful  campaigns  in  'he 
IVoiih,  had  conveyed  to  G real  Britain  stern  truths  in  a 
tone  not  to  he  niisiaken.  To  the  Southern  exiremiiy  of 
the  Union,  therefore.  Sir  H.  Clinton  was  directed  to  turn 
his  chief  attention.  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  would,  it 
yvas  expected,  be  easily  reduced.  Virginia,  and  all  the  as- 
sailable points  of  the  Middle  and  NoHhern  States,  were  to 
be  harrassed  and  ravaged,  with  a  view  to  lessen  their  re- 
sou  ices,  to  prevent  (hem  from  aiding  the  principal  points  of 
attack,  and,  especially,  to  fatigue  and  exasperate  the  citi- 
zens by  repeated  and  prolonged  distresses,  and  thus  to 
impel  them  to  the  abjuration  of  a  government  which  ihey 
yvould.  it  was  thought,  be  induced  to  consider  as  totally  in- 
competent to  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  their  pro- 
perty. 
Invasion  &  Already  the  chief  post  of  Georgia  was  in  the  poMer  of 
reduction  of  the  British.f  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  had.  as  we 
Georgia.  have  seen,  embarked  at  New- York,  with  a  body  of  troops, 
intended  to  co-operate,  for  the  reduction  of  that  State, 
with  Gen.  Prevost.  fsom  East  Florida.  Against  the  lat- 
ter, the  American  Major  General  Robt.  Howe,  whose  ser- 
vices against  Dunmorc  we  have  before  detailed,  had  made, 
in  the  summer  of  1778.  an  unsuccessful  attempt.  At  the 
hevid  of  1.500  men,  he  took  post  i;i  front  of  Savannah,  up- 

•  From  unavoidahle  typogr.iphical  arranarements,  oiir  limits  inperiously 
cornpel  us  to  abridge  whatever  does  not  immediately  belong-  to  ^  irginia. 
The  events  in  Georg-ia  and  ilie  twi  Carolinas,  have  been  amply  detailed 
by  British  and  Americ:-n  Historians  The  works  of  Ramsay,  Marshall,  H, 
Lee,  are  accessible  lo  every  American  reader. 

t  The  British  principle,  here  avowed  by  the  Ministers  and  Commission* 
ers  of  that  nadon,  was  no'  new.  Ii  w;'s  lone:  before  that  r  f  the  Carth,  geni m^ 
a  people  in  whose  political  cde  morality  had  no  chapter,  and  will  whom, 
in  every  transac! ion,  the  only  question  wr.s,  what  was  best  for  themselves? 
Obsenetheii  conduct  towards  tl;osp  friends  in  Italy,  whom  thev  liad  alien* 
ated  •' Praeceps  in  avail' iam  e:  crudelitutem  animus,  ad  spoliand;;  quoe 
tueri  nequibat,  nt  vantata  hoati  reUnqneretitin;  inclimivit  Faedum  coi  silium 
quum  incepto,  turn  exitii,  luit.  Neque  eiiim  indigna  palien-ium  nmdo 
abalien..bant'jr  anin.i.  ,eri  cae  erorum  etiim  Quippe  ad  plures  exempluin, 
qu::mcalamaias  pe-dnebat  " — Ltv.  2fi,  28.  , 

Sing-ulii  psralleli.sni  of  civ  r.iC  er,  of  prir  ciples,  of  pursuits,  and  conduct  '.■^ 
It  caimot  iail  to  have  struck  tiie  attention  ot  e\evy  reader  of  Histeij'. 
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on  the  approach  of  Lieutenant  Campbell.  His  position  was  CHAP. . 
judicious:  his  troops  brave,  and  himself  inflexibly  bent  XIV. 
on  vigorous  resistance.  The  accidental  discovery  of  an 
nngnarded  path  leading  to  his  rear — defeat,  with  conside- 
rable loss  in  men,  baggage,  and  artillery,  was  the  conse- 
quence. Savannah  fell  into  the  power  of  the  victor.  Pre- 
vo8t,  advancing  from  East  Florida,  took  Sunbury;  and 
afierjoining  Campbell,  assumed  the  command  of  the  uni.ed 
forces.  Augusta  fell  next;  and  Hamilton  proceeded  West- 
wardly,  to  encourage  and  protect  the  Loyalists.  His  pio- 
gress  could  not  be  checked;  but  a  body  of  about  700  disaf- 
JCected,  most  of  them  men  of  lawb^ss  and  savage  disposi(ion, 
who  had  lied  into  the  Western  wilderness,  to  avoid  the  re- 
sti*aints  of  civil  society,  was  routed  by  Col.  Pickens  from 
S.  Carolina.  In  the  subjugution  of  Georgia,  the  British 
experienced  no  other  check.  That  State  n'>w  assumed  the 
appearance  of  a  conquered  Province.  There,  but  only 
there,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  exhibit- 
ed the  singular  spectai'le  of  a  Legislature  convened  unler 
the  authority  of  the  British  Crown.  The  policy  of  Camp- 
bell and  Prcvost  was  mild,  and  therefor*-,  wise.  The  peo- 
ple were  by  proteciing  measures  reeonciled  to  this  new 
change  of  condition. 

Lincoln,     the    gallant    associate    of  Washington    and  Gen.  Lin- 
Gate*,  and  a  pupil  notunworMiy  of  such  masters,' had  b<>en  ^"^•'  '-^^^^ 
placed  by  the  provident  solicitude  of  Congress  at  the  head  mar,dTf,.he 
of  the  Southern  department.  Twothousaiwls  troops  sent  by  Soudiem' 
North  Carolina,  with  honourable  promptitude,  to  tlm  pro-  ^""^J- 
bable  point  of  attattU,  had  appeared  at  Cliarlestoo,  hearbd 
by  Ashe   and  Rutherford,  and  demanding   to  bo  armr<% 
and  led  against  the  common    foe.     Alanued    for  hersclt. 
South  Carolina   could  not  immediately  part   witli  any  of 
her  means  of  defence.     These  bravo  men  did  not   r«>ceive 
muskets  until  after  the  disaster  of  Howe,*  who  had    pre- 
cipitately retreated,  over  the  Savawiah  river,  into  South 
Carolina.     It  was  only  then  that  the  zealous  troops  from 
North  Carolina  were  able  to  join  him-Lineohi  took  the 
command  of  the  whole,  reinforced  by  the  South  Carolina 
troops.     He  encamped  on  the  Northen  side  of  the  Savan. 
nah,  watching  the  first  favourable  opportunity  of  crossing 
that  river,  striking  the  enemy,  and  limiting  to  the  low 
country,  where  an  insalubrious  atmosphere  would  soon  ef- 
fect more  than  the  sword. 


Hitherto  the  British  had  been  undisturbed  in  Georgia, 
:cept  by  the  daring  Pickens.     An  accession  of  force  from 
St.  Augustine,  enabled  them  to  extend  their  posts.     Major 


*  An  enquirj' was  afterwards  held  upon  the  dis:tste:-  be -ore  Savannah— 
and  Major  Gcner.-il  Howe  honoui-Hbly  acqiutted.  At  this  tjiii  2  Howe  joined 
the  maja  army,  wkerehe  served  to  the  end  of  the  wa" 
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CHAP.   GarJner,  with   a  detachment  of  two  hundred  meri,  took 

XIV»      possession  of  the  Island  of  Port  Royal,  in  South  Caro!r;ia. 

He  was  soon  dislodged  from  that  post  h\  General  MouU 

^*  •  rie,  who  would  have  annihilated  the  whole  British  detach- 

ment, had  not  ammunition  failed  his  little  band  of  intrepid 
South  Carolinians.  This  check  damped  for  a  mumeni  the 
ardour  of  British  enterprise;  it  had  a  contrary  ef- 
fect on  the  Americans.     Lincoln  resolved  to  act  offensive-! 

February  3.  jy.  Brigadier  General  Ashe,  heading  a  body  of  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  militia,  was  stationed  opposite  to 
Augusta.  The  British  abandoned  that  place,  and  cross- 
ing Brier  creek,  marched  towards  Ebenezer,  then  the 
head  quarters  of  General  Prevost.  Ashe  crossed  the  Sa- 
vannah, and  took  post  behind  Brier  creek,  where  it  falls 
into  the  river.  The  natural  advantages  of  a  situation 
which  secured  his  front  and  his  left,  lulled  him  into  a  fa- 
tal tranquility.  Making  demonstrations  of  crossing  tht 
Savannah,  he  ordered  a  strong  detachment  to  take  a  con- 
cealed and  circuitous  route,  and  crossing  the  creek  fifteen 
miles  above  the  xVmerieans,  rapidly  to  fall  on  their  rear. 
1  his  movement  was  successfully  executed.  150  Ameri- 
cans fell  ;  1(52  were  taken  prisoners.  Many  were  drown- 
ed in  attempting  to  re-eross  the  Savannah  ;  and  of  the  sur- 
vivors only  450  rejoined  Li:)eolii.  This  unfortunate  even^ 
the  olfsjiring  of  that  improvitlent  inattention,  incident  to 
young  soldiers,  deprived  the  American  General  of  nearly 
one  fourth  of  his  force;  it  invigorated  the  British  by 
rekindling  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  Indian  resentment,  on 
the  Western  borders  of  the  Carolinas. 

The  situation  of  South  Carolina  now  became  extremely 
ei'itical.  In  the  existing  alarm,  extraordinary  powers,  ap- 
proximating to  dictatorial  authority,  were  vested  in  John 
Ruiledge,  a  citizen  whose  virtues  amiabilities  could  alone 
justify  the  dangerous  experiment.  His  energetic  exercise 
of  the  almost  unbounded  powerlodged  in  his  hands,  re-cre- 
a(ed  the  army.  Soon  Lincoln  was  able  to  resume  his  plan 
of  recovering  and  holding  Augusta.  Tiiis  was  the  more 
desirable,  as  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
republican  Legislature  at  that  place,  had  now  arri>ed. 
Leaving,  therefore,  to  General  Moultrie  the  defcnee  of 
Puprysburg  and  Black-Swamp,  he  himself  threatene<l 
Augusta.  Prcvost,  instead  of  marching  directlv  to  meet 
and  oppose  him,  crossed  the  Savannah  near  its  mouth,  and 
pointed  his  route  towards  Charleston.  Moultrie  retired 
before  him.  Lincoln,,  penetrating  his  adversary's  design, 
sternly  adhered  to  his  original  purpose.  He  detached* 
however,  a  corps  of  three  hundred  Light  Infantry  to  ihe 
relief  of  Moultrie.  Impetuous  and  unopposed  had  hither- 
to been  Prevost's  advance.  The  facility  of  his  march, 
the  terror  which  he  spread  around  him  wherever  he  ap- 
peared^ the  eagerness  of  the  people  on  his  route  to  claim 


Prevost 
march'  s  to 
i^arleston. 
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British  protection,  the  favourable  intelligence  which  they    CH  VP. 
gave  of  the  State  of  Charleston,  emboldened  the  British      XIV. 
Itader.     What  was  lirst    intended  as  a  feint,  became  a  ===:=: 
fixi'd  plan.     But  he  consumed  two  days  in  reposing  his 
troops,  and  making  various  arrangements,  when  advanced       iy7.9 
near  half  the  distance.    This  delay  jsaved  the  Metropolis 
or  South  Carolina.     Rutledge,  who  occupied  a  central  posi- 
tion at  Orangeburg!),  joined  Moultrie ;  and  both  threw 
themselves  ^nto  Charleston,  where  Pulaski  also  entered 
'with  his  dauntless  legion.     That  spii'it  which  had  anima- 
ted the  citizens  of  Charleston,  when  assailed  by  General 
Clinton  in  1776,  was  now  gloriously  revived.     Every  effort 
Was  made  that  could  promote   adequacy  of  defence,  and 
yyh'.-n  Prevost  invested  and  summoned  the  town,  his  terms 
of  surrender  were  rejected.    The   discussion,  however,  ^^^  "^ 
Wit-   tn(e  ;tionally  protracted  by  (he  Americans,  in   order 
to  gain  time  and  complete  their  works.    The  neutrality  of 
the  town  and  S' ate  during  tlie   war  was  proposed,*  but 
spurned  by  Prevost.     The  inhabitants  expected  an  assault 
the  next   morning.    The  dawn,  however,  discovered  to  B^treats. 
fii'Vii  the  retreat  of  the  British.     Scarcely  had  they  cross- 
ed itie  Ashley,  when  Lincoln,  who  by  forced  marches,  had 
advanced  from  Augusta  to  the  relief  of  Charleston,  reach- 
ed Dorchester,   at   the  entrance  of  the  Isthmus,  on  the 

^oiilhern  extremity  of  which  Charleston  stands 

Prevost  availing  himself  of  the  very  mode  of  retreat  which 
th"  British  shipping  afforded,  embarked  his  troops  and 
baggage — proceeded  unnmlested  to  John's  Island,  where 
he  took  post,  to  wait  for  ammunition  and  other  supplies 
from  New  York.f 

The  assistance  of  Virginia  had  been  early  solicited  by  the 
Executive   of  Carolina.      Governor  Henry  directed  one 
thousand  militia  to  be  embodied  ;  and  marched  to  Charles- 
ton.    Delays  and  difficulties,  arising  from  the  complexion  Invasion^ 
of  the  times,    prevented  the  immediate  execution  of  the  Br[|adier 
measure.     A  portion  of  that  number  was,  however,  ob-  General 
tained,  and  their  march  was  strenuously  urged,,  when  Vir    Mathe\y. 
ginia  herself  was  invaded.  May  8. 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  avowed  object  it  now 
was  (o  Uarrass  and  destroy,  wherever  he  could  not  conquer, 
surveyed  the  resources  and  relative  importance  of  the  as- 

*  Neivher  the  proposal,  nor  the  rejection  of  it,  can  be  approved — Des- 
pondent must  the  people  have  been,  and  inconsiderate  the  British  General. 
His  triple  error — of  delay  on  his  route— of  delay  also  in  attacking^ — and, 
finally,  of  rejecting'  terms  so  promising  to  the  British,  and  so  injurious  to 
America,  is  unaccountable.  But  high  and  proud  were  the  hoi)cs  of  the 
Biitish  in  that  qiuirter. 

■j-  Commissioners  were  sent  for  that  purpose  fi-om  Charleston  to  Willi- 
amsbvirg',  in  Fe  >ruary  ;  a  letter  from  Edward  Butler! g'e,  to  :>.  member  of 
the  Legislature,  recommending  ilie  subject  to  the  avteiition  of  tlie  next 
^Session,  is  daied  February  12,  1779. 
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CH  V.P.     sailable  parts  of  tlie  Union,  he  wag  naturally  led  to  ol)^crvc 
XIV.        the  immense  benefits  of  llowing not  only  to  Virginia,  but 

to  «he  States  in  general,  from  the  foreign  and  domestic 

'  commerce  of  the  Chesapeake  and  its  waters  ;  the  opulence 
1779  of  the  numerous  settlements  in  the  Lower  pans  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  the  comparatively  unprotected  state 
of  those  settlements.  He  well  understood  the  advantages 
of  maritime  transportation — which  imparts  wings  to  the 
assailant — which,  at  will,  brings  him  into  contact  with 
his  prey — or  with  eagle-like  rapidity,  removes  him  from 
danger,  and  enables  him  merely  by  shifting  the  scene  of 
pillage  to  neutralize  and  deride,  when  collected  those  scat- 
tered means  of  defence,  which  to  collect,  employs  days, 
■weeks,  and  months.  The  large  rivers  which  interest 
Virginia,  and,  in  lime  of  peace,  bring  commerce  to  the 
door  of  the  agriculturist,  and  so  hapjnly  favour  the  great 
results  of  national  industry,  invite,  in  time  of  war,  the 
rude  approach  of  hostility  and  depredation.  When  we. 
consider  the  vast  extent  of  the  shores  of  Virginia  and  Ma-^ 
ryland,  washed  by  navigable  watei-s,  and  accessible  through 
a  passage  of  a  few  miles  only,  we  are  forcibly  struck  with 
the  expediency  of  guarding  that  passage — either  with  a 
fleet,  or  wiih  floating  batteries  of  immense,  yet  attainable 
strength — let  an  enemy  once  penetrate  into  the  vast  basin 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  so  many  navigable  rivers,  and 
it  becomes  impossible  efficiently  to  protect  every  vulnera- 
ble point.  Moveahle  batteries  of  a  proper  structure,  and 
of  such  power  as  some  modern  Archimeiles  inay  impart  to 
them,  oflRir  the  only  sure  and  co-extensive  means  of  de- 
fence, rhrougb  the  Capes,  the  invader  must  /-ome,  and 
through  the  Capes  he  must  return.  Spy-boats  at  sea 
might  easily  ei>nvey  to  these  batteries,  conveniently  stati- 
oned, notice  of  his  approach,  and  similar  boats  in  the  Bay, 
gi^'o  information  of  his  entrance,  shouM  'ae  have  eluded  the 
vigilance  of  !  he  former.  The  combined  resources  of  two 
opulent  States  are  certainly  adequate  to  the  experiment, 
whenever  war  shall  again  tlisturb  our  now  peaceable  shores 
— and,  surely,  when  the  mass  of  annojance,  injury,  and 
distress  to  wiueh  the  want  of  marine  protection  may  ex- 
pose the  immense  extent  of  assailable  country,  is  consider- 
ed, falculation  decides  in  favoiir  of  some  such  plan.  Forts, 
or.  in  other  words,  fixed  batteries,  can  protect  a  few  points 
only.  The  invader  must  be  met  on  his  own  element. — He 
must  either  be  stopped  between  the  Capes,  or  pursued  on 
that  element,  in  all  his  incursions^  But  let  us  return  to 
our  immediate  subject. 

"With  the  views  mentioned  above  before  him,  and  sensi- 
ble of  the  re-action  which  even  a  partial  and  momentary 
destruction  of  the  resources  of  Virginia.  wouM  exercise  on 
the  opertions  in  the  more  Southern  States,  General  Clin- 
ton concerted  with  Sir  George  Collier,  who  had  succeeded 
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Admiral  Gambier  in  the  command  of  the  British  fleet,  a    CH.\P. 
predatory  expedition   into  Virginia.     To   establish    and      XIV. 
maintain  there  a  permanent  post,  was  not  in  his  power. 
To  pillage  and  destruction,  he  must  confine  his  present  ut-  = — ra 
tempt.    Two  thousand  men  were  embarked  at  New  York, 
under  the  command  of  General  Matthew.     Collier  undef-      1^79 
took  to  convoy  them  in  person.    The  fleet  stood  to  sea  on 
the  5th  of  May  ;  on  the  9th,  it  anchored  in   Hampton 
Boads. 

The  topography  of  the  present  scene  of  invasion  is  so 
well  known  to  Virginians,  as  to  render  descriptive  remarks 
"Unnecessary. 

We  have  mentioned  the  steps  taken  by  the  Legislature 
and  the  Executive,  for  internal  defence  antl  security.  Se- 
veral points  had  been  fortified,  and  garrisoned  with  pro- 
portionate numbers  of  the  regiment  of  artillery.  The  most 
important  of  these  fortifications  was  Fort  Nelson,  erected 
on  the  Western  side  of  Elizabeth  river,  some  distance 
below  Portsmouth.  Like  other  works  intended  merely 
against  maritime  annoyance.  Fort  Nelson  was  finished 
only  on  the  water  side,  and  entirely  open  in  its  rear, — Its 
structure  was  extremely  .simnle,  yet  strong.  Parallel 
rows  of  large  logs  of  limber  were  closely  dove-tailed  to- 
gether, and  the  intermediate  spacefilled  with  hard  ram- 
med earth — the  whole  presenting  a  fr6nt  14  feet  high,  15 
feet  thick,  and  proportionately  long. — Major  Thomas 
Matthews  eommanded  in  this  post. — witli  about  ±bO  men 
— some  heavy  cannon — and  a  few  field  pieces* — To 
secure  from  insult  the  Townsof  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
—and  the  marine  yard  at  Gosport.  was  the  object  for 
whif'h  Fort  Nelson  had  been  constructed.  Its  inadequacy 
£igainst  such  a  force  as  the  present  British  armament, 
was  obvious.    The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Raisonable  of  6*  ^ 

guns,  tlie  Rainbow,  Otter.  Diligent,  Haarlem  Sloop,  Corn- 
wallis's  galley,  and  some  private  vessels  of  war,  bcvsides  the 
transports.  The  troops,  as  before  mentioned,  amounted  to 
two  thousand  chos'^n  men. 

The  reduction  of  Fort  Nelson  was  the  first  thing  at-  po^t  Nelson 
tempted  by  the  British  Commanders.     Leaving  the  Rai-  js  evacua- 
sonable  in  the  roads,  on  account  of  her  great  draught  of  ted. 
water.  Collier  transferred  ^\s  broad  pennant  to  the  Rain-  May  9. 
bow,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet  proceeded  up  Elizabeth 
river.f     A  contrary  wind,  and   the  ebbing  of  the  tide  soon 
obliged  the  ships  to  anchor — a  calm  succeeded  and  pre- 

•  The  British  return  of  ordnance  taken  in  the  Fort,  says  :  9  24  pounders 
— 11  6  pounders,  on  ship  carriages. — i  4  pounders,  2  3  pounders,  on  tra- 
velling carriages 

t  Stedman  places  this  ox  the  13th  op  Octobf.h  ;  a  singular  mistake,  if 
not  altogether  attributable  to  his  Printer.  He  also  says  that  Collier  went 
up  in  the  Renowjst,  which  was  not  on  this  expedition. 
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CHAP,    venfed  their  furMicr  progress,  tJl  the  next  morning.    Bri- 
X.iV.     gadier  (Jeneral  Matlit-w.  anxious  to  avoid  a  loss  of  time, 
embarked  the  troops  in  flat  boats,  and,  under  cover  oJ  the 

^^'^^^^'^^^^^^^^  Cornvvallis  galley,  and  two  gun  boals,  effected  a  landing 
^-yg  a  few  miles  below  the  Fort,  at  a  place  called  the  Gitbe, 
The  cannonade  from  the  Fort  was  ineffectual,  owing  to  the 
l^layio,  dis(aqf;e  of  the  point,  whf-re  the  debarkation  took  place. 
A  favourable  breeze  brought  up  the  ships,  before  the 
troops  were  entirely  landed. It  was  now  agreed  be- 
tween Collier  and  Mathew,  that  the  next  morning,  the 
Kainbow  should,  with  the  tide,  move  up  in  front  of  i  he 
Fort,  and  batter  it  from  the  water,  whilst  the  troops  should 
stormit  on  the  land  side,  where  the  fortifications  were  vet 
unfinished.  A  forward  movement  of  the  British  troops 
immediately  after  their  landing,  apprized  Major  Mathew 
of  their  intention.  Aware  that  efficient  defence  \>as  im- 
practicable, and  that,  unless  speedily  executed,  a  retreat 
would  be  impossible,  he  sent  his  ammunition  up  (he  South- 
ern l»raneh  to  the  Great  Bi  inge,  and  immediately  evacua- 
ted the  Fort,  leaving  his  colours  fl.^  ing,  and  spiking  up 
all  his  guns,  except  one,  a  brass  field  piece,  which  he  re- 
moved ;*  the  large  vessels  off  Portsmouth  were  burnt  by 
his  orders,  and  the  small  ones  retired  up  the  Southern 
branch.  The  enemy,  thus  becoming  possessed  of  the  Fort, 
took  a  strong  position,  between  Portsmouth  and  the  coun- 
try, and  thence  detached  strong  parties  to  ^iorfolk,  Gos- 
port.  Kemp's  Landing,  and  other  places  of  deposit. — A 
naval  force  was,  at  the  same  time  sent  up  Elizabeth  river, 
and  its  branches,  where  a  great  number  of  vessels,  ami  an 
immense  quantity  of  naval  and  military  stores,  merchan- 
dize, and  provisions  of  all  kinds,  were  either  taken  or  des- 
troyed.— Major  Alathew,  closely  pursued  by  the  en<  my 
with  a  vastly  superior  force,  burnt  all  the  powder  he  had 
with  him,  except  what  his  men  eoulr  carry  off,  and  effect- 
ed a  further  retreat  by  way  of  Northwest  landing,  as  far 
as  Peynemine,  in  North  Carolina — protected  by  a  deep 
and  extensive  swamp,  called  the  Dismal. 

May  15.  On  the  13th,  Colonel  Lawson  wrote  from  Smiihfield 
to  Governor  Henry  :  *'  I  presume  your  Excellency  b}  ihis 
**  tl  me  is  pretty  w  ell  informed  of  the  strength  and  niovements 
"  of  the  enemy.  From  accounts  which  I  have  received, 
*<  the  cruel  and  horrid  depredations  and  rapine  commit- 
*<  ted  on  the  unfortunate  and  defenceless  inhabitants 
**  who  have  fallen  within  their  reach,  exceed  almost  any 
*<  thing  yet  heard  of  within  the  circle  of  their  tragic  dis- 
<•  play  of  savaa:;e  barbarity — housel.'old  furniture,  sto<k  of 
"  all  kind,  houses,  and  in  short  almost  every  speci<'s  of 
**  perishable  property  are  effectually  destroyed,  with  uii- 
**  relenting  fury  by  those  devils  incarnule :  murder,  ra- 

•  See  Dixon  and  Nicolson's  Virginia  Gazette — May  15>  1779. 
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«/  pin6,  rape,  violence,  fill  up  the  dark  catalogue  of  their    CHAP. 

«  iletcstal)le   Iransactions.     They   surprised   and   took   a      XIV, 

«  small  lioily  of*  Frenchmen  at  the  Great   Bridge,  Mrhom 

«  tliey  murdered  immediately  on  the  spot,  to  the  amount  "    '         '' 

<*  of  seven.     The  feelings  of  humanity  are  deeply  wound-       ^j^^ 

"  ed  with  reflections  on  the  various  and   pointed   cruel- 

«  (ies,  exercised  towanis  our  suffering  countrymen,  and     May  xa 

«  eall  aloud  for  the  most  vigorous  and  spirited  exertions. 

<*   The  militia  at  this  place,  on  heing  informed  that  arms 

<*  were  coming  down  for  them,  are  much  spirited  up,  and 

<*  profess  the  greatest  desire  of  revenge  and  retaliation." 

In  another  letter,  he  wrote,  "on  my  way  down  (from 
«*  Sniithfield  towards  Suffolk)  T  met  numhers  of  the  un- 
"  fortunate  and  distressed  inhabitants,  flying  from  the  pa- 
*•  pid  approach  of  the  enemy,  with  such  circumstances  of 
*^'  distress  as  language  cannot  piunt.  I  feel  no  pleasure  in 
**  enutnerating  and  dwelling  upon  the  distresses  of  our  un- 
"  happy  cjuntrymen  and  fellow-creatures,  but  on  thepre- 
**  sent  occasion,  they  exceed  any  thing  in  imagination. — 
"  The  enemy  are  now  in  possession  of  Suffolk,  a  part  of 
"  which  is  actually  in  flames,  and  the  whole  will  probabjy 
♦*  be  so  in  a  small  time." 

Suffolk,  by  its  local  situation,  had  been  rendered  a  place  Burning  of 
of  infinite  importance  to  the  State.   When  the  entrance  of  Suffolk. 
the  Chesapeake  was  infested  with  British  cruisers,  and  the 
direct  foreign  commerce  of  Virginia  thus  intercepted,  a  . 

trade  was  still  carried  on  by  the  circuitous  navigation  of     "  *^ 
Albemarle  Sound,  through  Ocracock  Inlet,  to  the  Soutli 
of  Cape  Hatteras.    T'le  Chowan  river  was  first  ascended  ; 
then  one  of  its  trtbutary  streams,  called  Black  Water,  as 
fcir  as  South  Quay,  in  the  upper  part  of  Nansernond  coun- 
ty.   Thence  a  land  carriage  of  twenty-four  miles  was  used 
to   Suffolk.     In  this  manner,  when  the  Chesapeake  hap- 
pened to  be  blockaded,  Virginia  received,  through  that 
Town,  various  article^of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture. 
Besides,  the  situation  of  Suffolk,  almost  at  the  confluence 
of  all  the  navigable  waters  of  Nansemond  county,  gave  it 
incalcu1al)le  advantages  for  domestic  commerce — In  short, 
it  was  a  kind  of  State  ware-iiouse,  wlu*re  the  produce  of 
the  industry,  and  of  ttic  hazardous  commercial  specula- 
tions of  many  citizens,  was  deposited.     The  Commissarie? 
of  government  had  lately  purchased  some  thousands  of 
barrels  of  pork,  which  lay  there,  awaiting  tl;e  orders  of 
the  Executive.     Of  all  these  circumstan(^es  the  Brifish 
had  been  minutely  apprized  by  disaffeclc^l  irfdivlduals,  still 
numerous  in  that  jmrt  of  Virginia,  though  obliged,  sincre 
the  discom (Uue  and  flight  of  Dunmore,  to  conceal  their 
veal  sentiments,  and  to  remain  inactive.     Great,  therefore^ 
were  their  anxi.'H^^  r.nd  impaiienee,  to  destroy  a  »^lace  ot 
so  much  value  apd  uiHity  to  the  Commonweal ih^. 
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CHAP.  No  sooner  was  intellif^ence  received  of  the  arrival  of 
XIV.  the  British  in  Hampton  Roads  than  the  utilitia  of  Nanse- 
mond  county  were  called  to  arms.  Suffolk  was  the  place 
■'  of  general  rendezvous.  About  two  hundred  men  assem- 
1770  Wed  there,  with  such  weapons  as  they  couhl  procure  from, 
their  own  homes.  Few  of  them  had  muskets — and  still 
fewer,  ammunition.  This,  however,  they  obtained  from 
Captain  Bright,  who  commanded  the  letter  of  marque, 
the  brig  Mars.  Bright  also  furnished  two  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, which  were  immediately  mounted  upon  Xhe  carri- 
ages of  cans.  The  whole  of  this  little  army,  headed  by 
Colonel  Willis  Riddick,  proceeded  about  eight  miles  oa 
the  Norfolk  road,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  May, 
encamped  in  a  large  uncultivated  field,  in  front  of  Capt. 
James  Murdaugh's  house.  Before  this  movement,  three 
well  mounted  young  Virginians,  Josiah  Riddiek,  Thomas 
Granbury,  and  Thomas  Brittle,  had  been  dispatched  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy.  They  were  surprized  and  made 
prisoners,  just  below  Hall's  mills,  in  Norfolk  county- 
conveyed  to  New  York,  where  they  remained  for  18  months 
in  a  state  of  captivity.  Thus  did  ihe  party  under  Colonel 
Biddick  continue  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  numbers  and 
motions  of  the  enemy. 

To  a  tavern,  about  a  mile  below  the  encampment  of  the 
militia.  Captains  King  and  Davis  had  repaired  for  the 
night.  In  front  of  this  tavern,  was  a  lane  wiih  draw-bars 
at  its  extremity  These  were  soon  heard  to  rattle  j  alarm- 
ed at  this  noise.  King  and  Davis  seized  their  muskets,  and 
flew  to  the  door.  King  leaped  out,  and  firid  to  give  the 
alarm.  The  British  platoon  discharge*!,  and  shot  Davis 
through  (he  Iieart.  King,  well  acquainted  A^ith  the  coun- 
try, soon  i-eaehed  the  Virginian  camp,  and  informed  his 
comrades  of  approaching  hostility.  The  violence  of  the 
wind,  blowing  in  an  unfavourable  direction,  had  prevent- 
ed them  from  hearing  the  leport  even  of  the  British  mus- 
ketry, distharged  so  near  them.  Colonel  Willis  Riddick^ 
not  suspt'f'ting  the  approach  of  the  foe,  bad  retired  to  his 
own  house.  The  command,  therefore,  devolved  upon  Col. 
Edward  Riddiek.  The  miliiia  retraced  their  steps  to  Suf- 
folk, wliich  they  reached  before  the  dawn.  Two  officers, 
mounted  on  fleet  horses,  were  then  dispatched  to  ascertaia 
the  situation  and  farce  of  the  enemy.  Four  niiles  below 
Suffolk,  they  halted,  and  immeiliattly  after  sun  rise,  in 
the  entrance  of  a  lane,  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  long, 
bad  a  full  view  of  the  advancing  foe,  and  distinctly  count- 
ed 600  Infantry.  They  rode  back  in  full  speed,  and,  upon 
calling  the  militia  to  arms,  about  one  hundred  oiily  obey- 
ed the  call.  The  others  had  dispersed.  A  retreat  became 
unavoidable — every  man  was  admonished  to  take  care  of 
himself  Most  ot  the  inhabitants  had  already  left  their 
homes.    Few  could  save  fcheii*  effects.     Such  as  delaved 
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their  flight  in  attempting  to  secure  their  property,  were    CHAP, 
taken  prisoners.  RuMiIess  devastation  attended  the  Britisli.     ^'  V . 

They  set  lire  to  the  Town,  and  nearly  the  whole  was  con- 

sunned.    Several  hundred  harrels  of  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  — — — 
and  rum,  had  heen    deposited  on  lots  contiguous  to  tlic      1779 
wharves.     The  heads  of  the  barrels  being  knocked  out, 
and  their  coutonls,  which  flowed  in  a  conuningled  mass, 
catching  the  blaze,  descended  to  the  river,  like  torrents  of 
burning  lava.     As  the  wind  blew  from  the  wharves  with 
great  violence,  these  substances  with  difficulty  soluble  in 
water,  rapidly  floated  to  the  opposite  shore,  in  a  splendid 
state  of  eondagration,  which  they  communicated  to  the 
thick  and  decaying  herbage  of  an  extensive  marsh,   the 
growth  of  the  preceding  year.      This  immense  sheet  of 
fire,  added  to  the  vast  columns  of  undulating  flames,  v.  hich 
ascended  from   the  burning  houses  in  the   Town — the  exr 
plosion,  at  intervals,  of  the  gun-powder  in  the  magazines — 
the  consequent  projection,  through  the  air,  of  large  pieces 
of  ignited  timber,  which  flew,  like  meteors,  to  an  astonish- 
ing distance — all  contributed  to  form  a  collective  scene  of 
horror,  and  sublimity,  and  desolation,  such  as  could  not  be 
viewed  without  emotions  not  to  be  described. 

The  ravages  of  this  expedition  were  conirdeted  by  des- 
troying several  hundred  barrels  of  pork,  deposited  at  the 
house  of  Colonel  Willis  Eiddiek,  for  the  use  of  the  Viigi- 
nian  army.  The  Gazettes  of  that  day.  and  oral  tradinon, 
have  preserved  the  memory  of  particular  acts  of  bruCality, 
which  verified  the  anticipations  of  tlie  p«  ophetic  Chatham. 
War  was  no  longer  honourable.  The  Bri«ish  incendiaries 
retired  as  they  had  come,  unmoleste<l. 

To  Europeans  the  facility  with  which  such  predatory  in- 
cursions were  executed,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,'  ap- 
peared, in  a  great  measure,  unaccountKhle.  Accustomed, 
as  they  were  to  the  density  of  a  crowded  population,  to  the 
systematic  defence  of  consolidated  governnjcnts,  and  to  the 
cflects  of  absolute  power,  the  strong  .nm  of  which  either 
protects  or  crushes  with  promptitude  and  energy,  they 
could  scarcely  geasp  in  imaginasion  the  real  state  of  things 
in  America — an  immense  extent  of  assailable  countr\ — on- 
ly a  few  standing  troops,  stationed  at  prominent  points,  and 
inadequate  to  extensive  protection — local  and  genernl  de- 
fence chierty  devolving,  in  invasion,  upon  the  grsai  body 
of  the  militia — slowly  assembleil  --sloAvly  organized— most 
often  undisciplined,  and  badly  armed.  Under  such  ciieum- 
stances,  no  wonder  that  an  enmiy,  possessing  extensive 
means  of  maritime  transportation,*  should  be  able  to  har- 
rass,  plunder,  destroy,  in  desultory  and  piratical  expedi- 
tions. These  physical  disadvantages  neither  zeal,  nop 
coura?,e,  nor  patriotism  eould  counteract,  A  marauding 
foe  unexpectedly  appeared— slaughter,  eonflagiuliou,  ra- 

2  V 
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CHAP,    pine  marked  bis  rapid  steps.     The  mil'tia  ran  ■foarras-^ 

XiV.       colIe.eie<l,  advaiuc*! — ehaslisenient  \nu)^  over  the  ioe,  he 

(Icil  to  his  shs|)s,  adilitii;  iiiNiilt  and  d('ri>-io;i  (o  uuavenjjjed 

*"*~^~~  injury.  The  Briusli  iinitaied  tljoir  Danish  aiicestors — lo 
ivja  iiiiifaie  the  great  Alfred — lo  create  naval  proieclion.  >vas 
the  only  road  (o  seciirify.  But  tiie  time  had  not  yet  eorne. 
Wliiisl  part  of  the  briiish  arinam.'nt  was  thus  r«.vac;i!.>g; 
the  lower  eountr\,  the  Oiler  Slooj.,  and  several  prii  a  Ct  rs 
saihd  up  the  Chesaptak.  and,  eiitrrinp;  its  |»rinci.  al  wa- 
ters, eomniitied  simihir  depre«  aiuus  \\ith  eones-pondent 
sueeess.  Vast  quantiiies  of  tobaceo,  an  artieh*  to  vhieh 
iiiueh  public,  as  Weil  as  private  atterstion  ha('  b' en  paid 
since  the  war,  bec::use  iueilculable  benefits  arose  from  its 
exportation,  were  either  shipped  off.  or  destroyed  Th» 
plunderers  did  not  discriminate  between  private  aiid  puhlie 
property.  Th;'  loss  suslaineii  boihbV'hp!  govei'nins'nt  and 
individuals,  was  i  innonsr.  Afier  effecting  ill  the  injurv  in 
their  power,  Collieraad  Matiiew.  saded  l)aek  to  New  Yoi*k, 
where  they  arrived  to  wards  t  te  close   of  May. 

f'roia  tlie  difficulties  and  tielavs  unfoi Innately  connected 
with  the  s^^ste:n  of  i  ilemal  drfncc,  th.^y  hail,  in  this  de- 
sul.ory  expedition  met  with  few  r.bstacies.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Yirj^inia  had  assejiibieil  at  VVil'iarasbnri:,  on  th© 
3d  of  iMay.  About  two  tJionsand  men.  destined  for  ilif^ 
Ciiifinrntal  army,  were  on  l  he  p. >iat  of  repairing  tliii  her. 

May  10.        under  the  coannandof  GiUi-ral  S/ittt.     Tlje  present  emer- 

geiu'v    induced   the   Asse  ably  to   detain    them.- Scott 

was  insiructed  to  arm.   organize,  and    lead    them  to  the 
invaded  parts  of   he  Stale.    Gover:ior  Ilenry,  in  the  mean 

MayU.  time,  issued  a  S'roclamat  ion,  stating  i  lie  Ian<ling  of  the  en- 
emv,  the  evacuation  of  Fort  N'-ison,  and  the  suhsequent 
events  already  desii'ii)ed  ;  and  requirini;  the  county  Lieu- 
tenants and  odier  miiiiary  oilie^MS  i.i  the  Commonweallh, 
and  especially  those  on  the  "iavigable  waters,  to  hold  their 
respective  militi-as  in  readiness  to  oppose  the  attempts  of 
the  enemy,  wiierever  tiiey  might  be  made. — Oi  the  20th, 
the  Legislature,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
and  of  the  Co  amander  in  Chief,  ordered  tiie  tvo  thousand 
reeriiits,  and  the  niili'i.i  originally  draughted  for  that  ser- 

May  20.  vice,  to  maicii  to  South  Carolina,  rctainin/r  Gt  neral  Scott, 
however,  to  direct  miiitarv  ojjerations  -during  the  pre- 
sent invasioi'.*  B'antI  an-l  Baylor's  regiments  of  horse 
were  also  marched  to  the  S  >uth.  so  that  !he  immediate  de- 
fence of  the  Cnmniomvealth  now  entirely  rested  on  the 
militia  and  the  State  troops.  An  act  was  passed  to  give  the 
iniiiiia  more  regularity  and  energy. 

Leg-islative        This    invasion   {)rodnced  several  LegisjlaMve  measures, 

proceed-       which  it  is  proper  to  mentioninfhisplace.  The  savage  cha- 


•  General  Scott  was,  by  die  Assembly,  presented  v.itl-.  a  horse,  and    a 
donation  in  money,  for  bis  zeal  and  activity  on  that  occasion. 
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wicter  of  a  mode  of  warfare  uhieh  clistinafnislied  not  he..    CHAP. 
twreii  armed  opponents  and  Iieljdess  eilizrns,  h<'(ween  nnh-       XIV. 
lie  and  privaU'  propfrfy,  and   vliieh  openly  violating  all 
the  rule>and  iisau:es  oreivilized  soeiclies,  provoked  retail-   ■■     ■-     ■  t 
ation    in  so  a*.vful   a  manner   as  to  threaten  both  parties 
with  ealami<ies  to  >vhieh  !io  llmiis  eould  he  as^iujned.   in-       1779 
dueed  the  Legist ai are  to  remonstrate   to  the  British  Com- 
mander, throu.^h  the  niedinni  of  the  Govfirior,  agjiin'it  tliis   inprsrela- 

war,  of  whirh  devastation,  minder  and  ranine,   s(>emed  to  |ive  o  ihe 
,        .       ,.  ,  .  «        1        1  •  .11         mvusion. 

be  thedireet  o'tjrets      Surety,  tlw  ofension  I'oj^nired  jjliy- 

sieal,  rather  than  moral  (oree  ;  ycM.  the  a()peai  of  nsitions 
to  reason  and  hnnranifv  is  spldo^p  entirely  lost.     iiha«,  at 
least,  the  advantage  of  enlisting  on  tlicir  side  the  feelings 
of  tlie  virtuons  part  (tf  ntankind.     Sev*  r«'  reialialion  on  the' 
persons  and  prnpett;*  of  Bi-i»i.-h  suhjeetr.   in  Virginia,  v.is 
8ii!)seqMent!y  d<'r.ou-seod.     In  (he  mean  time  a   resnlniioa 
^a5  passed,  f!esifing  the  Governor  and  Conneil  to  eai^ise  to 
be  pareha^^ed  and  eoMve^ed  «o  the  sfiffj'rers  a  qnantiiy  of 
provisions  adt'<|n>iM*  <o  their  wants  until  the  ensuing  h;;r- 
vest. — North  Carolina,  plared.  at  this  epoeh  between  t«o 
invaded  States,  was  no  less  prompt  in  tenderinji;  assisfanee 
to  A'irsrinin  than   to   Souh   Canlina.     The   Assem!)ly  of 
that  State  offerefl  a  reiriinent  against    the  late  invaders  j 
Brie:adier  General  Jones  was  to  eontmand  this  auxiliary 
foi'ce.     The  thanks  of  Virginia  were  nofifud  in  an  appro- 
priate resitldtioii.     rresent   danger,  and  a  fall  eonviction 
that  the  seat  of  war  noM  was,  or  would  soon  he,  transferretf 
to  the  Sonth,  produced  several  aets   tending  to  invigorate 
the  military  system.     For  inJernal  del'enee.  the  Governor 
w;;s  empowered  imnjediatelj  to  rai«e  *.5i)()  volunteers  ;  and 
as  many  troops  of  cavalry  as  he  should  deem  ex!»edient — 
toijrtliep  wiOi  four  rei::iments  of  infaniry.     The  eneoti- 
ragiMiients  wlfered  for  this  service  were  on  the  most  lihei^al 
seale.     Whilst  adopting  sueh  meastires  for  domestic  seeu- 
pity,  the  Assembly  di<l  not  lose  sight  of  the  general  inter- 
est.    On  the  9th  of  M^reh.  Congress  had  called  on  the  se- 
veral Siates  for  tiie  eompleiion  of  their  respective  quotas 
of  80  battalions.     The  Legislatuie,  <lesirons  not  only  of 
fnrnishin->;  their  quota  of  troops  then  wanting,  but  also 
of  keeping  np    ihe  sjjme  by  voluntary  enlistments.  |>ass- 
ed  an  act  for  appointing  a  ree  ruii  i  ng  o'lieer  to  be  resilient 
in  each  county,  whose  constant  endeavours  it  should  be  to 
enlist  within  thiseonntv,  soldiers  to  serve  during  the  war. 
To  stimulate  the  industry  of  tJiat  offi'-er,  he  was  allowed 
150  paper  dollars*  for  everv  man  he  should  enlist.     Tliat 
the  people  within  the  county  might  encourage    the   re- 
cruiting service,  they  were  to  I'.ave  credit,  in  anyfutirre 
draught,  for  all  the  men  their  recruiting  ofiicer  should 


•  Then  worth  12  1-2  hard  dollai'S. — ^The  depreciation  was  12  1-2,  to  1. 
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raise  ;  and  (lie  sol<lier  was  to  receive  a  bounty  of  750  pa- 
pei*-(loliars,*  i he  advantage  of  laying  out  his  pay  in  tlie 
public  store  at  the  hard  money  prices,  and  the  other  usu- 
al donations  of  clothes  and  lands.  Similar  provisions 
were  made  to  raise  sailors  and  marines  for  the  service  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Although  the  small  navy  of  the 
State  could  not  contend  with  the  large  armed  ships  of 
Briiain,  still  it  had  been  serviceable  against  the  petty  ma- 
rauders, who  occasionally  entered  the  Bay.  To  energize 
its  efforts  was  obviously  desirable. 

The  duties  of  the  Governor  and  Council  had,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  become  numerous,  complex, 
difficult.  To  relieve  the  Executive  from  an  immense  load 
of  details,  two  auxiliary  boards  were  established.  The 
first  a  board  of  trade,  to  consist  of  three  persons,  not 
exercising  commerce  on  private  account,  to  be  chosen  by 
the  General  Assembly — and  to  act  under  the  superinten- 
dance  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  l^lie  functions  of 
this  board  are  implied  in  its  denomination.  They  em- 
braced whatever  related  to  the  Governmental  trade  of 
that  day.  The  second,  a  board  of  war — to  be  composed 
of  5  persons,  also  chosen  by  the  Legislature.  Their  pro- 
ceedings, resolutions  and  orders,  were  to  be  signed  by  the 
Governor,  before  they  could  be  carried  into  execution. 
As  naval  matters  properly  formed  a  branch  of  the  military 
department,  and  did  not  embrace  a  very  extensive  range, 
the  navy  bo;  rd  was  suppressed— and  its  functions  attribu- 
ted to  the  new  boards  of  war,  and  of  trade.  Revolutions 
are  seasons  of  experiment — we  will  soon  see  these  institu- 
tions assuming  a  new  and  simpler  form. 

We  have  seen,  that  in  the  year  1777,  the  General  As- 
sembly, though  provoked  by  the  example  of  their  enemies 
to  a  departure  from  that  generosity  which  so  honourably 
distinguishes  the  civilized  nations  of  the  present  age,  yet 
desirous  to  conduct  themselves  with  moderation  and  tem- 
per, took  measures  for  securing  what  had  been  (he  proper- 
ty of  Bri»ish  subjects  within  the  Commonwealth,  from 
■waste  and  destruction,  by  putting  the  same  into  the  hands 
a'ul  under  the  management  of  Commissioners  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  that  so  it  might  be  in  their  power,  if  reason- 
able, at  a  future  day,  to  restore  to  the  former  proprietors 
its  full  v«iue.  The  Assembly,  now  reverting  to  the  politi- 
cal principles  which  forbade  an  alien  to  hold  land  in  the 
State,  and  desirous  to  prevent  the  loss,  waste,  and  damage 
which  necessarily  arose  from  neglect  or  other  causes  to  tlie 
public,  if  sjich  property  should  not  be  restored  to  the  for- 
mer owners,  if  it  shotild,  ordered  all  Britisli  property  to 
be  sold  :  as  depreciation  was  then  sensibly  felt,  and  made 


•  Equal  to  62  1-2  bard  dollars: 


VIRGINIA. 


341 


it  necessary  to  guard  against  eventual  losses,  it  was  enact- 
ed that    (lie  proc- <'<Is  ol'  the  salts  should  be  «*onveHed 
into  their  then  worlh  of  tobaeeo.  and  reliibulion,    if  a- 
gi'eed  upon,  be  etTccied  in  quantity  and  kind.     By  ano-  " 
ther  act,  the  moveable  property  of  persons  who  had  left 
the  Commonwealth,  and  gone  off  with  tlie  enemy,  either 
befoj'C    or    during  the  laic  invasion,  was  directed  to  be 
secured  and  disposed  of  by  the  respeciive  Eschea(or»  of 
the  different  counties.     These  measures  rendered  it  pro- 
per to  eharaeterize  British  subjects  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  double  injustice,  and  oppression.     A  legal  de- 
finition was  thirefore  annexed,  of  the  persons    compre- 
hended  under    that  name.     It  divided  them  into    three 
classes  :  the  first,  including  all  indiriduah'.  suljgects   of 
His  Hrifannic  Jhijcsly. ivho.  on  the l9tliof  Jipril  11  7 5,  ichcn 
hosHUtif^  xvere  covimeuced  at  Lexiiigtoji,  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stoles  of  ^America  and  Great  Britain,  resided  or  fol- 
loived  their  vocations,  in    ami  part  of  the   world    other 
than  the    said   United    Stales,  and  had  not   since    either 
entered  into  public  emphnprient  of  the  said  States,  or  joined 
the  same,  and  bif  overt  act  adhered  to  them;  the  second, 
all  such  subjects,  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  said  United 
St'ttes,  as  were  out  of  tlie  said  Staies  on  the  same  day. 
and  had  since  by  overt  act  adhered  to  their  enemies  ;  the 
third,  all  inhabitants  of  tlie  said  States,  who.  after  the 
same  day,  and  before  the    commencement   of  the  act  of 
G'-neral  Jlssemhly  declaring  what  should  be  treason,  had 
departe'l  from  the  said  Slates  and  joined  the  sutjects  of 
his  liritnnnic  t/Ti«jcsfi;,  of  their  own  free  will,  or  who, 
hif  any  County  Court  within  the  ComraonweaUh,  had  been 
declared  to  be  British  subjects,   wilhin    the  meaning  and 
operation  of  the  Resolution  of  General  Jlssemhhi  fVec^r, 
i9lh,  lire)  for  enforcing  the  Statute  Staple.     The  Go- 
vernor was  directed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sem!>ly.  to  banish  from  the  State  all  Tory  refugees,  wlie- 
ther  natives  of  Virginia,  or  other  parts  of  the  Union; 
and  10  prevent  the  return  into  the  Commonwealth  of  any 
person  who  might  fall  within  tne  description  of  the  act 
meiiiioned  above. 

In  the  15th  century,  a  doctrine  prevailed,  inconsistent, 
in  the  sense  and  extent  given  to  it,  with  the  eternal  prin- 
ciples of  justice?,  and  irreeoncilcafde  to  the  naturfil  rights 
of  mankind.  It  was  the  confuse,  unexplained,  nofion  that 
the  first  discoverers  of  any  particular  part  of  the  nevr' 
world,  liad  a  right  to  take  possession  of  it,  in  the  name  of 
their  respective  sovereigns,  and  that  such  a  discover}'  and 
sufdi  a  formality  conferred  a  fair,  indisputable  title,'  It 
would  have  been  well  to  revert  to  the  first  principles  of 
natural  law,  which  founds  justice  or  injustice  in  what  pro- 
motes or  wounds  human  hapniness,  in  wliat  is  conformable 
or  repugnant  to  the  will  of  the  Great  Author  of  things. 
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CHAP.         Man  is  hy  nature  inclefinilcly  prrfecfihle.     It  is  not  ti«j- 

XIV,       eessary  tor  any  porlion  of  oui*  speiios  lo  stajrnau  in  •   at 

riide,  i^avage  slate,  viteve  subsisience  is  (It  rivi  d  i'lou;    he 

"  chase  alone.     The  pastoral,  ngrieiihnral,  comniereii.l    iid 

1779  inaniifacturing,  moth  s  of  cxis(tnec  are  no  less  natural  <!  an 
tlie  hunting  state,  because  men  are  eapalile  cf  iheir  all 
from  inherent  prineij)les,  %vl:icli  terli-.iii  iirjumstaicts  t!e- 
velopeAvith  more  or  hss  rapidi.'y  antl  cfiicae^.  By  ilie  law 
of  nature,  the  Earth  is  tlie  common  property  of  miutkiiitl; 
and,  surely,  no  particular  jiorlion  of  the  luinian  riae  is 
entitled  to  an  immense  extent  of  count r\  for  tin-  mere  pur- 
poses othunting  and  fishing,  whilst  other  societies  are  com- 
pressed wi  hin  narrow  limits,  uliese  the  unittd  efforts  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  n:annracfnr<  s.  can  with  dilii- 
eulty  support  a  cronded  popiilati<;n.  The  latter  \\',)s  tlie 
case  wi:h  some  of  tiic  European  nations  tlint  made  tlisco- 
veriesin  America — and  the  former  vith  the  natives  of' the 
discovered  countries.*  Mora!it>,tlien,  the  cssenreol'whlth 
consists  in  v.hatever  convinces  to  huittan  happiness,  coi;!si>t- 
ently  with  the  will  of  the  Supr«'me  Being,  could  not  he 
wounded  hy  an  arrangement  which  either  phiced  it  in  the 
power  of  the  rude,  scattered  in!:al»it;'ii{«  ol'  iliose  coun?ri.'s 
to  adopt  and  cultivate  (he  arts  of  civilized  life,  or  offi-r*  d  to 
them  an  eqiiivalent  for  the  whole  or  |>ai*t  of  a  I'erritoj-j  to 
vhieh  they  had  only  a  couimon  claim  with  the  new  com*  rs. 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  chiiin  of  each  European  sove- 
reign amounted  only  to  this:  "that,  within  certain  liitiits, 
bis  subjects  should  exclusively  possess  the  right  of  ilividing 
uncultivated  lands  with  he  natives,  (u*  of  purchfrsing  those 
lands  from  the  said  natives  "  S<ton  an  obNious  ptdicy  c<tn- 
fined  this  right  of  pre-emption  to  each  Sovereign  himself. 
Hence  a  rule  strictly  adhered  to  and  ("-tiiblished  bylaw  in 
Virginia,  whilst  a  Colony  of  Great  Britain,  "that  the  a- 
gents  of  the  Crown  alone  could  pun  base  from  the  Jnd.ians, 
and  that  such  purchases  should  be  for  the  public  beneht." 
Contracts  nrade  with  Indians  by  individuals,  in  their  pri- 
vate character,  and  for  their  o\\n  use,  were  of  no  avail 
in  law.  The  declaration  of  lndcp?m!ence,  in  t770,  trans- 
ferred to  the  Comnsonwealth  thr  rights  of  th.e  Crown,  antl 
a  clause  in  the  republican  constitution  expressly  d<clare(I 
**  that  no  purchase  of  lands  should  be  made  of  the  Indian 


•Writers  whose  intentions  we  apnl.i.iKl,  whose  eloquence  we  r.dinire, 
but,  whose  effusions  too  often  enlist  the  feelings  apainst  the  juclfifmcnt, 
have  vehemently  reprobated  the  first  European  settlements.  So  far  :^s  they 
claim  our  s^Tnp:^thie«!  i'or  the  poor  enslaved  or  murde>ed  Tndi.ins  in  Souih 
AmericM,  and  other  parts,  they  are  com  mend;,  hie — but  let  the  qu' stion 
be  placed  on  a  fair  srround — l<t  proper  di-'irc'ion'^  be  made.  Finally, 
let  the  errand  result  be  consideied — surely,  it  will  be  found  in  favour  of 
humanity..  .What !  because  a  few  individuals  of  the  univers;J  family  chose 
to  romeand  hunt  thrnuRh  the  endless  forest,  must  the  irxaicuh.blc  muss 
of  past,  present,  and  futtore  happiness  from  the  settlement  of  America, 
kave  been  lost !  « 


VIRGINIA. 


B^ 


100  acres. 


•  Ancient  terms Composition,   10  sh's,  sterling  for    eveiy 

Ann'uil  quit  rent  2  sh's.  sterling- 

In   1774,  the  terms  \vere  m;.de.    50  sh's.  sterling  per  100  acres,   mmI  a 
<][uit  rent  of  1-2  penny  per  acre. 
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natives  but  in  behalf  of  the  public,  by  authority  of  the    CHAP. 
GtuiMiU  AsscMiljly.''  XiV. 

The  vast  extml  of  counlry  ineludcd  in  the  charters  of 
Virj;lnia,  is  well  ivnowti.  ilJy  sulisequcnt  grunts  of  <Iie 
Crown,  this  was  coiitrac(ed  on  (he  i\orth  and  ilie  Souih. 
Tlie  Atlantic,  its  Kastcrn  b>niiiiary,  was  uermanent  b;^  na- 
ture. A»  tlie  peace  of  i763.  (he  AYes(orn  limits  of  (he 
Briiish  dominions,  so  long  undefiMcd,  were  fixed  by  a  line 
drawn  along  (he  mid  lie  of  (he  river  Mississippi.  Thus 
Virginia  alwa.NS  possessed,  on  the  side  «>f  ihc  W«st,  ini>- 
mense  (racls  of  una  »pi'opriated  lands  Vast  quantises  of 
these  lands  were  aftir  ctearing  (he  Indian  (ille,  applied  to 
the  remnueration  of  military  services.  Sueh  were  the 
grants  mad.-  upon  and  near  the  Ohio  to  the  officers  and 
sol  r>ci's  or  the  lirs(  Virginia  regimeni,  in  aecor<hince  with 
the  proelanialion  of  G<»vt'rnor  Uiawiddie,  in  1754.  Patents 
and  warrants  for  other  lamls.  to  a  eonsiderahle  extent, 
were  issued  to  military  men,  under  a  proclamation  of 
George  Hi,  in  1763.  Some  years  after  an  application  was 
m  ule  to  the  British  Ciown  by  a  Mr.  VValpole  and  others, 
to  grant  them  a  propiietary  charter,  and  create  a  new 
government,  between  the  Alleghany  muuntains  and  the 
river  OUio.  Tnis  was  refused,  because  it  would  have  been 
a  violation  of  tli.-  Virginia  charter,  and  not  only  taken  a- 
way  great  part  of  the  'leriitoiy  of  the  Colony,  which  was 
ahva\s  understood  to  extend  Westward  of  the  Alleghany 
]\Ioun(ains,  on  both  sides  of  (he  Ohio  river,  but  removed 
from  the  immedia(e  pioiection  of  the  Crown,  and  (he  go- 
veinnifMit  and  laws  of  Virginia  several  thousands  of  inha- 
bi(an(s  sedKd  (here,  under  the  faith  of  royal  charters,  as 
well  as  many  su!)s<"(jut'nt  acts  of  government,  and  the  en- 
conragiMuent  of  puidie  laws.  Lands  were  gr-anted  on  easy 
eoadilions,*  bu(  ac<or-ding  (o  certain  rules,  which  rendered 
Indian  conveyances  to  individuals  legally  void,  unless  rati- 
fied bv  tlie  government. 

During  (he  last  wai*,  a  company  of  traders  had  sustain- 
•d  consJ(lera!)le  losses  fiom  (he  depredations  of  sevei-al 
tri!)es  of  Indians;  after  the  peace  of  i7fi3,  those  trader-s 
obtained  feom  (he  saine  Indians,  as  jf  conpensation  for  the 
injuries  innie(ed  on  (hem,  a  cession  of  "all  that  tract  of 
*'  land  beginning  at  the  Southerly  side  of  the  little  Kan- 
"  hawa  creek,  whei'e  i(  empties  itself  into  the  river  Ohio, 
**  and  nrnning  (hence  South  East  to  the  Laurel  Hill,  until 
"  it  strikes  (he  Monongahela.  thence  down  the  stream  of 
"  the  saiti  river,  acconiing  to  the  several  courses  thei'eof  to 
"  the  Sosithern  boundai-y  line  of  tlie  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
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CHAP.    ^'  vania;  thence  Westwardly  along  the  course  of  the  said 
XIV.      "  Province  bounding  liup  as  far  as  the  same  shall  extend; 
"  thence  by  tlie  same  course  to  the  river  Ohio,  and  ihence 
■*'  "  "  down  the  river  Oliio,  to  the  place  of  beginning  inclusive- 

uyyq  **  ly." — The  amount  of  the  loss<'s  sustained  by  the  injured 
traders  was  stated  at  85,9101.  10s.  Sd  York  currency.— It 
Avas  evident,  upon  the  face  of  the  above  cession,  that  the 
damage  complained  of,  even  if  not  exaggerat«'d,  was  far 
surpassed  by  the  compensation.  But  ilie  claim  of  the  per- 
sons in  whose  favour  the  cession  had  been  made,  was  not 
subjected  to  this  test,  li  was  contrary  to  the  rule  of 
pre  emption,  above  explained,  and,  on  (hat  account,  it  had 
never  been  admitted  by  the  Colonial  governnu  nt  of  ^  irgiuia. 
The  same  reason  now  prevented  it  from  b«  ing  recognized  by 
the  General  A-*senjbly,  in  whose  liearing  i(  was  solemnly 
discussed,  at  (his  Session.  They  passed  resolutions  import- 
ing that  no  person  ever  had  a  right  to  purchase  any  lands, 
within  the  limits  of  the  chartered  territor>  of  Virginia,  from 
any  Indian  nation,  except  only  pea-sons  duly  am horized  to 
make  such  purchases  on  the  public  aceou  t,  lormerly  for  the 
use  i>nd  bencHl  of  the  Colony — and  Ifitely  of  the  Common- 
wealth— that  the  exclusive  right  of  pre-emption  ought  to 
be,  and  should  be,  maintained  by  the  Commonwealth  to 
the  utmost  of  its  power — that  all  lands  licriiofore  pur- 
chased iVoai  any  Indians  by  tiie  Btitisli  Crown,  within  the 
limits  before  nunlioned,  oiiglit  to  be  appjopsiated  to  the 
n-e  and  benefit  of  the  Commonweallh  and  to  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever — that,  therefore,  the  i\wi\  from  the 
six  United  nations  of  Indians,  dated  November  3d,  1768, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  William  Treat  and  others,  was 
utterly  void  and  of  no  effect  — We  shall  have  occasion  to 
observe  the  energy  with  which  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
resisted  the  interference  of  Congress  in  this,  and  oilier  simi- 
lar claims,  until  she  ceded  her  western  territory  to  the 
Union.  She  uniformly  and  peremptorily  asserted  the  exclu- 
sive riglit  of  the  Commonwealth  to  purchase  from  the  In- 
dians, for  the  public  benefit.  The  Indiana  company  (such 
was  the  collective  appellation  of  the  claimants  in  the  a- 
bove  case)  miijht  have  eifeeted  an  equitable  compromise 
with  the  Commonwealth — a  proposal  to  that  effect  was 
made  to  them  but  they  insisted  on  the  whole  extent  of 
their  claims.  Previously  to  this,  a  pu ••chase  made  from 
the  Cherokee  Indians  by  Richard  Henderison  and  compa- 
ny, had  been  declared  void  :  yet,  from  motives  of  justice 
and  expediency,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
and  Green  livers,  had  been  amicably  allowed  to  these 
purchasers. 

Two  important  bills,  connected  with  the  subject  of  lands, 
were  passed,  at  this  session — i  he  one  for  establishing  a  land 
office — the  other  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  clwims  to 
unpatented  lands  under  the  iormer  and  present  Govern- 
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mentf  previously  to  the  establishment  of  the  land  office.     CHAP. 
These  acts  were  loudly  called  for,  to  settle  existing,  and       XIV. 
obviate  future  disputes,  among  the  people  of  the  back  set- 
tlements.    A  confusion  of  discordant  claims,  and  clashing  "' 
titles,  was  then  daily  increasing,  and  threatened  great       17-9 
embarrassment  and  distress.     I'he  lands  promised  to  the 
troops  of  Virginia,  either  on  Continental  or  State  estab- 
lishment, were  secured  to  them  ;  and  a  mode  of  sales  re- 
gulated, for  ihe  purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund  in  aid 
of  tlie  annual  taxes  to  discharge  the  public  (iebt.*     Pur- 
chases of  lands  frum  the  public  were  attended  with  a  pe- 
culiar advantage.     The  payment  was,  indeed,  substantial 
and  real  to  the  State,  yet  it  was,  in  some  measure,  nomi- 
nal to  the  purchasers,  who,  with  the  very  money  which 
acquired  an  estate  for  his  posterity,  was  relieving  them 
from  a  proportionate  load  of  taxes,  which  must  otherwise, 
at  some  future  da,v,'  come  out  of  their  hereditary  property. 

In  the  adjustment  of  certain  boundaries,  jiitherto  desti- 
tute of  satisfactory  precision,  between  Virginia  and  two 
States  contiguous  to  her,  N.Carolina  and  Pjnns^^Ivania,  the 
Assembly.! uatly  extended  tlieir  solicitude  to  the  legitimate 
claims  of  settlers,  under  the  authority  and  protection  of  go- 
vernment. Those  difficulties  which,  at  first,  threatened 
to  interrupt  mutual  harmony,  were  amicably  removed. 

On  the  ^nd  of  January,  1779,  Congress,  viewing  with  Financial 
anxiety,  the  increasing  evils  of  depreciation,  and  wishing  piovisions. 
not  only  to  stop  further  emissions  of  Continental  bills, 
but  likewise  to  reduce  the  amount  already  issued,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  provide  for  the  current  expcnces  of  the 
year,  called  upon  the  States  to  pay  into  tlie  Co'.Uinental 
Treasury  their  respective  quotas  of  lifieeu  miiliun  of  dol- 
lars for  present  purposes,  and  of  six  millions  annually,  to 
form  a  sinking  fund.  On  the  2lst  of  May,  the  Siatei^were 
again  called  upon  to  furnish  their  quotas  of  forty  live  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  for  the  service  of  iiie  running  year.  By 
the  resolution  of  January  2nd,  Virginia  was  to  pa.A  for  the 
year  1779,  two  millions  and  four  liundnd  thousand  d  hilars, 
and  annually,  to  commence  in  1780,  one  miilion  of  dollars 
towards  a  reduction  of  former  Continental  emissions:  by 
the  resolution  of  May  21  st,  she  was  to  pay  a  future  quota 
of  seven  millions  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To 
these  sums  must  be  added,  those  required  for  internal  pur- 
poses. The  taxes  before  laid — tlie  nnmoy  obtained  by 
loans — by  sales  of  the  public  lands— and  of  liritisb  proper- 
ty, could  not  supply  these  multijjlied  and  <>normoiis  de- 
mands.   The  sphere  of  taxation  was,  therefore,  enlarged. 


•  Tlie  price  fixed  by  the  act  was  forty  pounds  for  eveiy  liundscd  acres. 
The  depreciation,  in  1779,  fluctuated  tiom  5  or  6  for  ons,  to  27  or  28  for 
or\e,  between  J:uiiu»n-  :md  October. 
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la^  is  re- 
pealed. 


Act  for  re-' 
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and  trie  Treasurer  was  auihorized  to  issue,  in  dollars,  State 
bills,  fo  the  amr.unt  of  one  ntiiiiou  of  pou-  ds.  An  expori- 
uient  was  made,  \>rhifli  gave  to  Congress  ihe  idea  t»t'  a  re- 
■  qinsition  for  spciifie  suppliis.  It  was  a  tnx  to  be  paid  in 
detcnuinate  quiuiiities  (>1  ludiun  corn,  wheat,  hemp,  rye, 
tobacco,  and  other  agriciilmval  produces.  This  plan  v>as,* 
at  the  time,  much  approved — and  notwithstanding  the  dif- 
iicuhies  attendant  on  its  exeeulion,  imituled  in  many 
Start's. 

We  have  menlioned  the  effeels  of  <he  act  to  support  tlu 
credit  of  [he  Coidim'vJal  and  Suite  bills,  so  fatal  to  indivi- 
duals, whilst  iliey  vitally  promoted  the  collective  interest. 
That  act  was  rtow  repealctl.*  No  indeuiniiieation  was, 
however,  afforded  to  the  victims  of  the  tender  law.  The 
labys-inth  oriiijurv  was  so  extensive,  and  so  intricate,  that 
no  thread  could  guide  enquiry,  through  its  mazes.  As  o- 
pinion  is  not^regul.ited  by  hnv,  the  act  under  view  had  not 
been  able  to  buoy  up  the  sinking  credit  of  the  paper  eiir- 
rcney,  IVcni  tlie  moment  tlie  public  c<  afidence  in  its  re- 
demption bad  ceased  to  support  it.  Depreciation  had 
daily  increased  ;  and  such  was  now  its  ratio  that  many 
useful  eitizi'us,  laiscd  i)y  the  sutfrages  of  the  community 
to  cilices  of  trust,  found  themselves  compelletl  to  retire 
from  situations,  to  the  dignity  ol'  which  tiieir  salaries  had 
beeonjc  iua<!cqualc,  and  in  which  even  ihc  sucriiice  of  their 
private  fortunes  <*<>u!d  scarcely  enable  tiicm  to  continue 
with  decency.  Tliis  ir.t-Mced  ihe  Genei-al  Assembly  a- 
gain  to  augjncjjt  the  emoluments  of  most  public  officers;! 
but  the  value  of  the  Continental  and  Slate  bills  constHntly 
varying,  and  there  being  no  data  to  dei ermine  its  de- 
crease within  a  given  period,  it  frequently  happened  that 
what  was  origi?tally  deemed  a  libcriil  support,  s<ion  melted 
away  to  an  insu'licit'ni.  piilance.  Public  spirit  alone  could.  ' 
under  such  eircumstanees,  attach  men  to  the  service  of 
their  country. 

It  may  be  recollected,  that  in  the  year  1746,  under  Go- 
vernor Uooclt,  a  ylrenuous.  but  f.  uiiless  atlempt  was  made 
to  transfer  the  scat  of  government  to  some  eonvenieat. 


*  Vv"c  will  see  the  new  emissions  again  made  a  legal  tender,  but  in  ii 
less  oljiecdonuble  ibriii. 


j  To  Members  of  Asseinhly, 
"'  '^  Congress,     - 

Governor,  .  .  - 

Members  of  Couiici!, 
Treasurer,  -  -  - 

Auditors  of  Public  Accounts,  e?ch. 
Members  of  Board  ol■^V^;lr,  each, 

oK  Trade,  e.ich, 
Judsfes  of  Superior  Coarls,  each, 
Attornc'-tTeneral,  -  -  ^,~^^    -«. 

h.  has  ;ure;tdv  been  remarked  th.at  depreci;itio  i  varied  lliis  year  from  6 
to  2b  ior  1,  bwtween  J.'M.  and  OC.     At  tlie  close  of  tlie  year,  40  {or  1. 


50  lb.  of  Tobacco  per  day. 

40  dollars  per  dav 
4,500  pounds  per  ;umum. 
7,'JOO    do,  to  be  divided,  &c. 
3,000    do. 
1,500     do. 
I,5o0    do. 
2,000    do. 
1,300   do. 
1,200    do. 
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and  promisins:  scite;    The  same  idea  now  rcciirred  ;  and    CH  VP. 
although  local  interest  slriiggled  lor  a  inomrnt  a/^aiiist  Ihe      XIV. 
proi>osed  reinoval,  Richmomi  was  uldiiiafely  Used  upon  as 
the  seat  of  Government,  after  the  Jirsldav  of  April,  1780.     ' 
The  reasons  assigiied  in  tlie  preamble  of  the  act  jjassed  to       ^ 
that  effect  are,  greater  faciliiy  of  access  for  the  generality 
of  the  peojde  to  the  LegisJatnre,  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Sup- rior  Courts  of  Justice  :  extensive  ad- 
vantaj,es  of  navigation  for  tlie  growth  of  the  new  Meti-opo- 
listo  a  size  commensurate  with  the  dignity  of  the  State;- 
and  the  pur|)oses  in  view  ;  and  lastly,  security  from  the  in- 
sults an(i  iiijuries  of  tlie  pnhlic  enemy.    Teinporary  build- 
ings were  deemed  sufficient :  edifitjcson  a  larger  and  more 
magnificent  scale,  were  reserved  for  the  time,  wiieii  under 
the  auspices  of  liberty  and  peace,  agricultui'e,  commei'ce, 
and  the  arts,  should  pour  into  the  lap  of  the  State  streams 
of  private  and  public  wealth. 

Among  the  labours  of  this  session,  we  observe,  an  act  Actdeclar. 
respecting  naturalization  and  expatriation,  of  which  we  '"^1"^^° 
cannot  too  much  commend  the  liberal  policy.     Its  •jpera    deemed ci- 
tion  has  been  superceded  by  subsequent  institutions  ;  i)ut  tlzens. 
that  philanthrophy  which  opened,  in  Virgini;i,  an  assylum 
to  individuals  of  any  nation  not  at  open  war  with  America, 
upon  their  removing  to  the  htatc  to  resi<le,  and  taking  an 
oath  of  fidelity;  and  that  respect  for  the  natural  and  so- 
cial rights  of  men,  which  lays  no  restraints  whatever  on 
expatrjaiion,  and  claims  the  allegiajce  of  citizens,  so  long 
only  as  they  are  willing?  to  retain  thar  character,  cannot 
be  forgotten.     The  L»'gislators  of  Virginia  well  knew  that 
the  strongest  hold  of  a  government  on  its  citizens  is  that 
affecii(m  which  rational  liberty,  mild  laws,  and  protecting 
institutions  never  fail  to  produce,  especially,  when  physi- 
cal advantages  march  in  front  with  political  blessings,  and 
industry  an*i  worth  are  perennial  sources  of  com/ort  and 
respectability. 

To  this  session  also  belongs,  in  some  measure,  a  monn-  Report  of 
ment  of  Legislation,  evi<!ent!y  the  work  of  men  uniting  the  the  Com- 
enlarged,  profound,  and  systematic  views  of  philosophers,  Kev'jsoi.s  , 
with  the  liberal  sentiments  of  pbilanOiropiHts,  and  the  im- 
mense, detailed,  and  iniricate  know!e(lu;e  of  consummate 
la^vyers.     We  allude  to  the  "Report  of  the  Co*nmittee  of    jime  18. 
Revisors,'.'  appointed  in  1776.     In  the  conise  of  ihcir  la- 
bours, the  committee  were  (lepriveifof  fhe  assistance  and 
abilities  of  (wo  of  their  a  soeiates,  T  Ludwell  Lee  and  G. 
Mason — of  the  one  by  death — of  the  oilier  by  resignadon. 
As  before  that  loss,  the  basis  of  (his  admiraMe  fabiit-  in 
view,  bad  been  set  (led,  the  remaining  memiiers  proceeded 
Aviib  i  ml  efa  I  livable  zeal,  to  complete  the  supersHMjc)  are  : 
and.  on  the  lS(h  day  of  .Tune,  T  Jefferson,  and  (J.  V>yihe, 
authorized  by  Kdmnnd  Pendleton,  to  notify  hiseonc  nrrence, 
reported  to  the  General  Assembly  one  hundred  .and  twenty- 
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CHAP,    six  bills,  forming  a  code  of  civil  and  ciiminal  law,  found- 
XI V^.      ed,  indeed,  upon  il»e  Kngiish  system  of  junsprudencc,  but 
pure  from  its  monarchical  corruptions,  and  free  from  its 
■•  '  feudal  shackles.     To  enumerate  all  the  excellent  law*  pro- 

posed by  the  reporters,  most  of  which  have  since  been  a- 
dopled,  and  constitute  the  best  parts  of  our  code,  does  not 
fall  within  the  province  of  history.  The  report  itself  is 
accessihle  to  every  Virginian  ;  and  it  has  been  abundantly 
commented  upon,  and  justly  praised.*  even  by  European 
philosophers.  Yet,  the  attention  of  the  historian  is  irre- 
sistibly arrested  by  a  particular  system  of  bills  of  which 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  the  author,  and  than  which  nothing 
could  be  better  calculated  to  crush  forever  the  eternal  an- 
tagonism of  artificial  aristocracy  against  the  rigbts  and 
h.ir»piness  of  the  people.  These  bills  were  marshalled  in  a 
pliaianx  for  that  exalted  purpose,  embracing,  1st.  Free- 
dom of  religion.— '2nd.  Suppression  of  entails. — 3rd.  Kqual 
partition  of  inheritances. — ith.  General  education.  With 
the  last  object,  was  connected  a  division  of  the  different 
counties  into  wards  or  townships.  Already,  at  the  first 
session  of  tlie  General  Assembly,  after  the  declaration  of 
Indep<  ndenee,  a  law  had  been  passed,  abolishing  entails. 
The  privilege  of  priujogeniture  had  likewise  been  sup- 
pressed, and  a  law  made  to  divide  the  lands  of  intestates 
equally  among  all  their  children,  or  other  representatives. 
Il(  ligious  freedom  Avas  not  so  speedily  established  in  its  per- 
fection, this  was  delayed  until  the  year  ITSfi.  Owing  to 
the  slow  progress  even  of  the  most  salutary  ideas  in  certain 
mattei*s.  i'hus  was  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  that  undue 
influence  which  the  ehurcli,  wealth,  aud  birth  bad  hither- 
to exercise«l.  Equality  of  conditions  was  nurtured — free- 
dom aiui  elasticity  reslo»ed  to  the  human  mind,  through- 
out the  State,  'i'o  or<«wn  the  nol)Ie  w  ork,  it  rensained  only 
to  raise  the  mass  of  the  people  to  the  high  ground  of  moral 
respectability,  necessary  to  thc;^  own  sufcty,  and  to  or- 
derly government,  by  adopting  the  me:;sures  proposed  in 
the  hill  for  general  education.  Then  might  the  people 
have  been  properly  and  benelicially  trusted  v.ith  the  ex- 
ercise of  all  tiie  snmller  powers  of  government,  to  which 
they  would  have  been  fully  competent,  and  which  consti- 
tute a  great  mass  of  salutary  anti  important  jjowers. 

Why  has  not  the  a«lmirab!e  bill,  which,  by  carrying  e- 
ducation  to  every  man's  door,  would  elicit  genius  and 
worth  from  their  obscurest  recesses,  yet  been  acted  upon 
by  the  great  Conncil  of  the  Si  ate  ?  Is  it  less  important  than 
tliat  for  a  reform  of  the  penal  code,  the  substance  of  which 
has  since  been  so  beneficially  adopted  ?     If  we  could  pre- 


*  Tucker's  Biackstone — Britisli  Spy — ^Wythe's  Memoirs — Demaiib  ni- 
ei**s  Ecoii.  Pol.  Eiais  Uiiis — For  xht  plan  of  revisal,  see  Jefferson's  Notes 
on  Virg-inia. — Page  226,  Sic. 
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sumft  to  add  any  thing  to  the  luminous  devclopcmcnts  of  its    CHAP. 
impressive  preamlile,  we  would  observe  that  the  situation  of     XIV. 

Virginia  cannot  always  be  so  favourable  to  virtue,  liberty,  

and  good  social  ordei'.  as  i(  is  at  present.  Population  will  *== 
increase,  and  inlierent  principles  of  corruption  and  degene-  1779 
racy  i)e  gradually,  perhaps  rapidly,  evolved.  To  counter- 
act ilieir  operation,  let  knowletlge  be  universally  dilfused 
— Let  it  become  tbe  key-stone  of  the  political  edifice — we 
mean  that  knowledge,  which,  according  to  the  true  and  im- 
portant intent  of  the  bill,  will  *'  render  the  people  the  safe^ 
as  they  are  the  ultimate  guardians  of  their  liberties;"  ena- 
ble the  governed  to  controul  tbe  Governors,  and  eventually 
to  become  so  in  their  turn  ;  in  short,  like  the  blood  in  the 
human  system,  pervade,  animate,  and  energize  all  the  parts 
of  the  body  poli(ic.  That  liberty  and  ignorance  cannotdwell 
together  in  organized  government,  abstract  views  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  a  multitude  of  facts  on  record,  equally 
confirm.  The  stern  finger  of  experience  points,  fur  oui* 
admonitior,  to  more  than  one  case  in  which  the  sanguine 
hopes  and  virtuous  efforts  of  the  friends  of  humanity  have 
been  defeated  by  ignorance  and  the  vice^  which  it  gene- 
rates— by  the  absence  of  fixed  principles  of  opinion  and 
conduct,  in  a  degraded  portion  of  the  people,  easily  made 
the  blind  instruments  of  cunning,  wicked,  and  aml)itious 
factionists,  and  incapable  of  being  restrained  to  rational  ac- 
tion, except  by  phvsical  force,  in  the  necessity  for  w  liich  des- 
potistn  always  finds  its  Iriumpii.* — !Maay  a  great  drama  lias 
been  brought  to  this  sad  catastroplie  ;  and  ours  is  the  tusk 
to  profit  l)y  (he  example.  May  some  patriotic  spirit,  at  uo 
distant  day,  call  up  tbe  subject  in  the  L^^gisluture  of  Vir- 
ginia ;f  and  acquit  the  state,  before  the  tribunal  ofposterity. 


•  See  Siunpson  in  the  Bible — stronpr,  invincible,  whilst  virtuous — 
yieldinj^  to  the  allurements  of  pleii'^iire  and  robbed  of  his  vigour — then 
•orp.e  the  Pliilistines,  who /(/.'/o?^.' /li's^^re?  and  make  him  turn  a  mill-stone. 
— Put  out  the  minch' eyes,  and  the  mill-stone  of  despotism  is  ready. 

t  The  bill  proposes  to  divide  ever)-  county  into  wards  of  5  or  6  miles 
squai-e — To  establish  in  each  ward  a  free  school  for  reading-,  writing,  and 
•omrnon  arithmetic — to  provide  for  the  annual  selection  of  the  best  subjects 
from  these  schools,  who  minht  receive  at  the  public  expence  a  hi-^licV  de- 
cree of  education  at  a  disuict  school — and  from  'licse  district  schools,  to 
select  a  cer  ain  number  of  tlie  most  promising-  subjects,  to  be  completed 
at  an  uiiiverslty,  where  all  the  useful  sciences  s!"..,uld  be  taught,  worth 
and  .genius  woidd  tiuis  be  soug-ht  out  of  every  condition  of  life,  :md  com- 
plclely  prei)ared  by  education  for  deiea  ing  the  competition  of  wealtii  and 
bu-t'n  for  pubbc  trusts.  Had  tlu<;  bill  been  adopted,  we  have  undei-s'.ood 
that  Mr.  .lelferson  h.ad  in  contemplation  a  fur'her  object;  It  was  to  impart 
to  the  wards  or  Townships  those  portion-  cfselrg-overnmciit  for  wlucli 
thev  aic  best  qualified,  by  confiding-  to  them  the  c:ire  of  their  poor,  their 
roads,  police,  e!cc;ion.s,  the  nomination  of  jure:  s.  adminis'iration  of  justice 
m  sra:dl  cases,  elementary  exercise  of  mili-.i.-i ;  in  short,  to  have  made  them 
little  re-,ub]ics  v.  icii  a  warden  at  t'ne  head  of  each,  for  ail  those  concenis 
wiiicli,  being-  imder  their  eye,  they  would  better  manage  than  tlie  l:u-?or 
republics  of  tlie  country  or  S"tate.  A  gericrrd  call  of  wai-d -meetings  by  their 
wju^icns  on  the  same  day,  tJu-ough  the  Slate,  wo-jld,  at  anv  time,  prod-ji  <■ 
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of  the  awful  cTiarge  of  neglect  and  apathy,  in  relation  to  its 
best  interests  ! 

Mr.  Henry  had  been  raised  totne  office  of  Governor  be- 
fore the  States  had  been  formally  declared  Ind«'peitdent.  and 
by  the  same  Convention  that  drew  up  and  proclaim*  d  the 
Constitution  of  Virpjinia.  in  May,  1776.  Two  Lci^shituros, 
under  that  cdnstilution,  had  successively  re-appoinf  ed  him. 
It  was  a  doubt  with  some,  wliethcr  the  first  yearof  hisniaji;is- 
tracj'  made  part  of  the  constitutional  term,  or  was  merely 
provisory.  That  patriotic  gentleman,  however,  precluded 
alldiflicultipson  that  point,  by  declining  a  re  election,  if  it 
should  be  judged  that  his  constitutional  term  of  office  luid 
not  expired.  He  received,  by  tlie  organ  of  tlie  Gen«  ral 
Assembly,  the  tha»iks  of  his  count ?y,  for  "lu'  dicnity  mid 
zeal  with  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high 
station.  During  almost  the  w  hole  of  Mr.  H«'nr>  's  govern- 
ment, Virginia  was  happily  exempted  ironi  internal  war. 
Soon  after  his  promotion,  the  predaf  oiy  efforts  of  Uunmore 
were  crushed,  and  the  short  invasion  of  Mathew  tortk  ulace 
towards  the  close  of  his  administration.  The  disafffcJed 
were  comparatively  few^  in  Virginia,  and,  since  the  flight 
of  Dunmore,  these  few  had  been  reduced  to  inaction,  or 
to  desultory  and  impotent  efforts.  Indted,  disaffection 
never  was  formidable  in  the  State.  The  established  cler- 
gy, before  the  revolution,  having  been  secured  by  fixed 
salaries  against  rivalship,  had  not  given  themselves  the 
trouble  to  acquire  much  influence  over  tlie  people,  and, 
of  course,  could  do  no  extensive  harm.  Dis'^entini?  clergy- 
men were  all  in  favor  of  a  state  of  things  which  shielded 
them  from  persecution,  and  they  zealously  laboured  for 


the  g-enuine  sense  of  tlie  people  on  any  required  point,  and  would  eniible 
the  State  to  act  in  a  mass,  as  is  done  in  some  other  States. 

Although  we  have  already  expatiated  mucli  on  the  subject  of  general 
education,  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting-  some  appropriate  and  forcible 
remarks,  found  m  Ramsay's  History  of  t/ie  Ameincan  revolution 

"  From  the  influence,  says  that  respectable  iiistori^n,  which  knowledge 
'had  in  securing  and  preserving  the  liberties  of  America,  the  present 
"  generation  may  trace  the  wi-iC  policy  of  their  fathers,  in  erecting  scho'ls 
♦'  and  colleges.  They  may  also  learn  that  it  is  their  duty  f  o  found  more  and 
"  svipport  all  such  institutions.  Witlioutthe  advantages  derived  from  ihcse 
"  lights  of  this  new  world,  the  United  States  wo'dd  probably  have  fallen  in 
"  their  unequal  contest  with  Great  Britain.  Union,  w Inch  was  essential  to 
"  the  success  oftheir  resistance,  could  scarceh  have  taken  place,  in  the 
••measui-es  adop'ed  by  an  ignorant  midutiide.  Much  less  could  wisdom 
*'  in  council,  unity  in  system,  or  perseverance  in  the  prosecuti'  n  of  a  long 
"  and  sel-'-denying  v.ar,  be  expected  from  nn  uninformed  people.  It  is  a 
"  well  knovai  fact,  that  persons  unfriendly  to  the  revolution,  were  alw;;ys 
"  most  numerous  in  those  parts  oftlie  United  States,  which  had  never  '•  ecn 
*'  illuminated,  or  but  faintly  warmed,  by  the  rays  ofscifnce.  The  »M:in- 
"  foi-med,  and  the  misinformed,  constituted  a  great  pi-oportion  of  those  A- 
♦'  mericans  who  pieferred  tlie  leading-strmgs  of  the  Parent-State,  tlioiigh 
"  encroaching  on  their  liber,  ies,  to  a  government  of  Ibcir  o'aii  coun'rymen 
"  and  fellow-ci';izens." — He  might  have  added — chosen  Iv  themselves,  ai- 
countable,  &,c.  i-.c. 
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the  common  cause.    As  to  wealthy  individuals,  they  had,    CHAR 
TOost  of  liieui,  been  unpopular  even  before  the  revolu^iun.      XiV. 
Tiie  hiatls  of  those  families,  in  whii-h,  under  the  Knglish 
liiw  of  entails,  greai  aucuaiulatiuns  of  we;ilth  had  been  ^  '" 

haiuled  down  from  generation  to  generation,  had  general- 
ly ii;-en  ambitious  of  a  seat  in  tue  King's  Council — and 
paid  iheir  court  exclusively  to  the  Crown,  and  its  crea- 
tures— in  all  collisions  between  the  King  and  people,  they 
had  pliilippized. — Hence  the  popular  jealousy,  which 
stripped  them  of  all  influence.  Many  of  them,  too,  hear- 
tily joined  the  banners  of  their  country.  Some  reiaiued 
old  altaeiiments,  old  ideas,  and  prejudices — a  )d,  in  a  few 
cases,  teuipoiary  restraints  on  personal  lioerty,  were 
judged  necessary.  But  it  is  the  just,  fond,  and  honorable 
boast  of  Virginia,  that,  except  in  the  field  of  battle,  humaa 
blood  never  was  shed  by  her  patriotic  sons.  We  have  seen 
the  laws  for  the  sequestration,  and  afterwards  the  sale  of 
Bi-itisli  property — for  the  removal  of  British  merchants, 
and  disatrected  persons.  In  the  execution  of  those  mild 
repressive  measures — in  superintending  military  levies 
either  for  the  Continental  or  the  State  army — directing 
internal  fortifications — and  commercial  enterprizes  on  the 
public  account — promoting  the  supplies  and  comforts  of 
the  iroops — endeavouring  to  obtain  loans  in  Europe,*  final- 
ly, in  those  silent,  yet  beneficial  operations,  which  conso- 
lidate the  liberties  and  happiness  of  a  country,  Mr.  Henry 
was,  duiing  the  period  of  his  government,  actively  and 
2calously  employed.  The  abilities  of  a  good  pilot  shine 
inosl  in  great  tempests;  yet,  they  are  not  totally  neutral- 
ized even  whilst  favourable  breezes  assist  in  guiding  the 
ship  to  its  destined  port.  Among  the  many  circumstances 
which  immortalize  Mr.  Henry,  there  is  one,  particularly 
entitling  him  to  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The 
faction  whieh,  in  the  winter  of  1777 — S,  aimed  at  super- 
ceding General  Washington,  knew  well  the  importance  of 
enlisting  into  its  ranks,  and  perhaps,  of  placing  at  its  head, 
such  a  man  as  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  Anonymous  let- 
ters were  written  to  him,  denouncing  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  as  inadequate  to  his  high  trust;  and  pointing  out  the 
contemplated  remedy.  In  these  letters,  Henry  was  adroitly 
Haltered — and  his  ability  to  aid  in  effecting  the  desired 
change,  insidiously  urged.  Indignant  at  this  unworthy 
intrigue,  he  informed  his  illustrious  countryman  of  the 
whole;  expressing  at  the  same  time,  the  ntost  unbounded 
confidence,  in  his  talents  and  virtues.  This  frankness 
and  decision  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  the  failure  of 
the  preposterous  and  disgraceful  plot. 


Tlu'oufh  Mr.  Pinet,  See. — These  attempts  fiuled 
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CHAP.        The  virtues,  abilities,  and  services  of  Tliomas  Jefferson, 

XIV.      drew  upon  hi ui  the  eves  of  the  Legislature,  and  he  was  e- 

leeted    Governor  of  \  ip«;inia.     We  have    remarked  his 

earlv  and  efficient  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America. — 


^._g       >V  e  have  seen  liis  name  gloriously  connected  with  the  most 
important  revolutionary  iransactions — especially,  with  the 
ThomasJef.  Jeclaration  of  Independence.     Yet,  with  so  many  claims  to 
lectedinhL  the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  his  country,  Mr.  Jefferson 
place.  did  not  aspire  to  the  eminence  and  pomp  of  office.     Palri- 

Junel,  ♦'tic  views  alone  could  induce  him  to  abstract  himself  from 
a  more  tranquil  sphere  of  usefulness,  in  which  the  lahours 
of  the  statesman  were  occasionally  intermingled  with  the 
pursuits  of  the  philosopher,  and  the  pleasures  of  domestic 
retirement.  Uut  his  country  called,  and  he  obeyed — -mo- 
destly stepping  into  a  career  no  less  arduous  than  honoura- 
ble— and  relying  on  the  wise  counsels  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  aid  of  the  principal  executive  agents,  and  the 
purity  and  zeal  of  his  own  busom,  for  the  successful  dis- 
charge of  his  new  duties.  The  patriotic  and  worthy  John 
Page  had  shared  with  him  the  suffrages  of  the  Legislature. 
The  zeal  of  their  respective  friends  alone,  placed  them  in 
t!ie  situation  of  competitors.  Their  intimacy  and  friend- 
ship did  not  suffer  from  this  involuntary  rivalship.  Their 
noble  minds  soared  above  tlie  petty  feelings  of  personal 
jealousy.  Their  common  object  was  public  usefulness :  and 
the  difference  of  numbers  that  decided  between  them  was 
so  small,  that,  even  had  their  hearts  been  capable  of  un- 
friendly sentiments  towards  each  other,  it  could  give  the 
one  no  pain,  and  the  other  no  pleasure.  The  letters  which 
passed  between  them  on  that  subject  are  before  our  eyes. 
They  bear  the  genuine  stamp  of  lofly  characters — of  men 
determined  to  serve  their  country,  no  matter  whether  ia 
the  first  or  in  the  second  rank. 


CHAPTER  XV, 


Order  of  the  Governor  and  Conncil  for  the  close  confine- 
ment  if  Governor  Humillon  and  others — Effects  of  this 

oi'dtr — Imlian   (tffairs Sulliran   clmstif<eii  the   Mo- 

hawks — Expedition  of  Broadhead  against  other  tribes — 
Operalions  on  the  Euslern  frontier — Sir  Henry  Clinton 
takes  Stoney-Point.  and  Fori  Fayttee — Stomy-Poinl  is 
retaken  by  Gen.  Wayne — Major  Lee  surprises  Poicles- 
Hook — Unsuccessful  effort  of  MassachiL-efts — General 
Clinton  ivithdra7vs  all  his  force  into  Xew-York — hatHe 
of  Stono — D^Estaing  appears  on  the  coast  of  Georgia — 
Ifnsuccessfiil  attufk  on  Savannah — Jl  French  ship  of 
war  anchors  in  Fork  river — Spain  offers  her  media- 
tion— Congress  settle  their  ullimatum — Virginia  ratifies 
the  French  alliance- -State  of  the  public  mind  in  1779 — 
Spain  accedes  \o  the  war — Trruplion  of  Don  GulveT, 
into  West-Florida — The  Chevaliei'  lie  La  Luzerne  sue. 
ceeds  Mr.  Gerard — Virginia  extends  her  Western  estab- 
lishments — The  claim  of  Virginia  to  her  Western  landHf 
disputed — Remonstrance  of  tlie  Virginia  Legislature  on 
the  subject — Proceedings  of  the  General  Jissemlly  at  their 

October  session — Encouragement  of  foreign  commerce 

Salaries  of  the  Clergy  C'ttircly  abolished. 

SCARCELY  had  Thomas  Jefferson  cnfercd  upon  the    CHAP. 
exercise  ot  his  functions,  as  Chief  IVlagistriite  of  the  Co;n-      XV. 
monweallh,  when  public  justice  dictated  to  him  and  the 
Executive  Council,  an  act  of  retalialoiy  severity.     Early  —  '  ~- 
in  June,  the  prisoners  taken  by  Clarke  at  Fori  St.  Yin- 
cents,  were,  under  a  j^uard,  brought  to  WiJIiaujsburg. ' 

Among  these,  Hcniy  llamilton,  wlio.  for  some  years  past,  Orderoftlie 
had  acted  as  Lieulenant  Governo]*  of  the  settlement  at  De-  ♦^<^^^'™^ 
troit,  under  Sir  Gny  Carleton,  Philip  Dejean,  Justice  of  ?br  the  dote 
the  Peace  for  Detroit,  and  AYilliam  Lamolhe,  Captain  of  confinement 
volunteers,  were  enliiled  to  that  distinction  whicii  attends  or  Governor 
pre-eminent  guilt.     Not  only  the  concurring  testimony  of  anToihers. 
several  persons,  but  proclamations  under  his  own  hand,  , 
proved  that  Governor  Hamiltou  had  excited  the  Indians  to 
perpetrate  their  accustomed  cruelties  on  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  with  an  eagerness  an<l  activity,  which 
clearly  evinced  that  tlie  genei'al  nature  of  the  task  per- 
fectly harmonized   with  hia  particular  dispcsition. — If  is 
barbarous  treatment  of  tlie  few  Americans  spared  l/y  his 
blood-hounds,  and  by  him  d».»oj?^d  to  a  captivity  wgi^e  thau 
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CHAP,    death,  or  surrendered  to  the  stake,  marked  him  not  only 
XV.       as  a  ferocious,  implacable  national  enemy,  but  as  a  re- 

morseiess  destroyer  of  the  human  race. — Ol'Dejeanii  was 

'~'-~~""  well  ascertained  that  he  had,  on  all  occasions,  been  the 
1779  willing  and  cordial  instrumeut  of  the  tyrannical,  blood- 
thirsty Hamilton — goading  him  even  to  greater  atrocities- 
displaying,  in  his  double  capacily  of  Judge  and  Jailor, 
oppression  in  its  most  hideous  shapes — Lamothe  had,  in 
several  expeditions  against  the  frontier  settlements,  com- 
manded volunteer  parties  of  scalping  Indians  and  whites— 
ever  foremast  in  tlie  sanguinary  task — and,  by  his  exam- 
ple, stimulating  rather  tlian  sof(ening  the  murderous  fury 
of  his  execrable  hordes. — The  Council  had  irrefragable 
proofs  of  all  this.  They  had  seen,  too,*  that  the  conduct 
of  the  British  officers,  civil  and  military,  had  in  its  general 
tenor,  through  the  whole  course  of  the  war,  been  savage 
and  unprecedented  among  civilized  nations  ;  that  Ameri- 
can ofiieers  and  soldiers,  taken  by  them,  had  been  loaded 
with  irons,  consigned  to  loathsome  and  crouded  gaols,  dun- 
geons and  prison-ships  ;  supplied  after  Avith  no  food,  gene- 
rally with  too  little  for  the  subsistenee  of  nature,  a\id  that 
little  sometimes  unsound  and  unw'iolesome,  so  as  to  cause 
the  death  of  multitudes :  that  they  had  been  transported 
beyond  seas,  where  their  fate  could  not  be  ascertained,  or 
eoiupelli'il  to  take  arms  against  their  country,  and  by  a 
new  reliiienieut  in  cruelty,  to  become  the  murderers  of  their 
own  bretiireu. — On  the  other  hand,  British  prisoners  had 
been  treated  by  the  Americans  with  moderation  and  huma- 
nily  ',  they  had  heen  furnished  on  all  occasions  with  whol- 
somc  and  pleutiliil  food,  lodged  comfortably,  suffered  to 
go  at  large  within  extensive  tracts  of  countiy,  treated 
with  liberal  hospitality,  permitted  to  live  in  American  fa- 
milies, toiabourfor  themsclves,toacquire  and  enjoy  proper- 
ty, and,  indeed,  to  participate  in  the  principal  benefits  of 
society,  while  privileged  from  all  its  burthens.  Review- 
ing this  contrast  which  could  not  be  denied  by  the  British 
themselves  in  a  single  point,  and  in  which  the  enemy  had 
so  long  perseveied  that  no  hope  now  remained  of  their  be- 
ing ever  recalled  to  the  practice  of  humanity  by  the  mo- 
deration of  the  Americans  ;  called  on  by  the  justice  due 
to  their  own  citizens,  armed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
country,  at  length  to  deal  out  miseries  to  their  enemies, 
measure  for  mciisure.  and,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  in- 
4[roduce  an  enmlation  in  kindness,  to  exhibit  an  impressive 
spectacle  of  severe  retaliation  ;  happily  possessed,  by  the 
fortune  of  war.  of  some  of  those  vei*y  individuals,  who, 
having  distinguished  themselves  personally  in  that  line  of 
r,rnc\  eonduci,  were  lit  subjects  to  begin  on  with  the  work 

*  Sec  in  Remembrancer  tor   11\9,  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive 
Council  on  tliis  occasion. 
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of  retaliation,  tlie  Council  resolved  to  advise  tbe  Governor,    CHAP. 
that  Henry  Hamilton,  Philip  Dejean,  and  William  La-      XV. 

mothc,  prisoners  of  war,  should  be  put  in  irons,   confim^d 

in  (he  dungeon  of  the  public  jail,  debarred  of  the  use  of  ' 

pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  excluded  from  all  conversation,  _- 

except  with  tlieir  keeper.  The  Governor  issued  an  order 
in  conformity  with  this  advice,  and  the  prisoners  were  sub- 
jected to  the  treatment  intended  by  the  Council.  Major 
General  Phillips,  who,  at  (his  time,  occupied  Col.  Carter's  jviiy  5i 
house,  n**ar  Charlottesville,  having  read  in  the  Virginia 
Gazette  the  above  mentionc<l  order,  immediately  address- 
ed the  Governor  on  the  subject.  InhislotJer,  he  endci- 
vours  to  invalidate  the  testimony  against  Hamilton,  and  to 
extenuate  his  guilt;  he  then  expresses  doubts  respecting 
the  authority  of  any  particular  state  to  enter  upon  retalia- 
tion, a  matter  which  he  supposes  exclusively  to  belong  to 
the  Continental  Congress  ;  he  next  expatiates  on  the  sa- 
cred nature  of  a  capitulation,  contending  that  Hamilton 
surrendered  on  the  faith  of  an  inviolable  agrecm-ent  of  that 
liind  ;  that,  if  guilty  of  the  enormities  laid  to  his  cliarge, 
he  might,  indeed,  have  been  excluded  from  the  liberal 
terms  of  civilized  warfare,  by  his  victorious  enemy  ;  but 
that  Col.  Clarke  having  admitted  him  to  a  surrender,  he 
was  no  longer  liable  to  the  severe  punishment  inflicted  on 
him,  whatever  his  previous  conduct  might  have  been.  He, 
therefore,  from  mofives  of  justice,  and  likewise  with  a 
>iew  to  avert  the  severities  to  which  he  foresees  such  a  step 
will  give  rise,  on  both  sides,  in  subsequent  stages  of  the  war, 
intreats  the  Governor  to  re- consider  the  subject.  *•'  From 
**  my  residence  in  Virginia,  he  adds,  I  have  conceived  the 
**  most  favourable  idea  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  country ; 
"  and  from  my  personal  acquaintance  with  you,  Sir,  lam 
"  led  to  imagine  it  must  have  been  very  dissonant  to  the 
**  feelings  of  your  mind  to  inflict  such  a  weight  of  misery 
"  and  stigma  of  disgrace  upon  the  unfortunate  Gentleman 
"  in  question."*  Mr.  Jefferson's  idea  was,  that  all  per- 
sons taken  in  war  were  to  be  deemed  prisoners  of  Avar  : 
that  those  who  surrendered  on  capitulation  (or  convention) 
were  prisoners  of  war  also,  subject  to  the  same  treatment 

•  It  is  needless  to  remark  that  ideas  of  public  dutj',  and  a  wish  to  incul- 
cate on  the  enemy  a  practical  lesson  such  as  to  recall  him  to  humanity  to- 
wards  American  prisoners  by  a  regard  for  himself,  actuated  the  Governor 
through  the  whole  of  this  afeiir.  We  have  seen  his  liberal  conduct  to- 
wards the  troops  of  Convention.  In  the  very  letter  under  consideration. 
Philips  writes  :  "  I  am  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  f..r  your  obliging 
declaration  in  favoui-  of  tire  troops  of  Convention.  I  dare  sav  they  will  con- 
tinue their  good  conduct,  and  make  no  doubt  of  their  receiving  every  hu- 
mane ti-eatment  from  you.  Sir,  and  the  Executive  of  Virginia. — Youj'  po- 
lite attentions  to  me  claim  my  acknowledgments,  and  [  shall  be  sorry  my 
going  to  the  warm  springs  may'prevent  my  making  them  personally  to  you 
at  Monticello." We  hope  our  readers  will  forgive  our  multiplied  quo- 
tations. We  love  to  find  and  paint  the  con: tesie;  of  focial  life,  in  th.c 
midst  of  national  irritations  and  hostilities. 
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CHAP,    as  those  ■who  surrendered  at  discretion^  except  only  so  far 
XV.       as  they  were  guarded  by  the  express  terms  of  their  caj'itu- 

la<i<Mi  or  Convention,     In  the  eapltuhition   of  iiovernor 

~  Hamilton,*  no  stipulation  was  made  as  to  the  treatment  of 
lYja  liimself  and  those  taken  with  him.  The  Governor,  indeed, 
upon  signing,  had  added  a  flourish  of  reasons  which  in- 
duced hini  to  capitulate,  one  ot  which  was  the  generosity 
of  his  enemy.  Generosity  on  a  large  and  comprehensive 
scale  seemed  to  require  that  a  signal  example  should  be 
made  of  that  Gentleman  ;  but,  independently  ol  such  a 
view,  the  reasons  thus  assigned,  were  only  the  private  mo- 
tives that  induced  him  to  surrender,  and  did  not,  from  the 
very  face  of  the  instrument,  enter  into  the  contract  of  Col. 
Clarke.  Mr.  Jefferson,  therefore,  did  not  think  damilion 
privileged  from  coiiinement  by  the  bare  existence  of  a  ca- 
pitulation, there  being  in  ihat  contract  no  positive  article 
to  that  effect.  However,  the  importawc  of  such  a  point 
in  a  public  view,  and  his  anxiety  under  a  charge  of  viola- 
ted f;iithby  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  induced  him  to  con- 
sult the  Co«»inander  in  Chief.  The  question  was  simple. 
Governor  Hamilton  was  ituprisoned  for  acts,  any  one  of 
vhich  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  measure.  The  rigour 
exerci^^ed  against  him,  then,  couhl  give  the  enemy  no  right 
to  inllict  new  severities  on  American  prisoners,  and  all 
sucli  severities  were  to  be  considered,  not  as  retaliatory 
but  as  origivial  and  unprovoked.  And  should  the  enemy 
deem  the  causes  of  tiiat  rigour  unfounded  on  truth,  or  con- 
sider the  capitulation  as  sufficient  to  protect  Hautilton  and 
his  companions  against  the  treatment  inflicted  on  them,  an 
appeal  might  he  made  by  proper  auti  oriiies  to  the  can- 
dour, justice,  and  reason  of  the  Americans.  General 
Washington  was  not  insensible  ui'this  ;  he  saw  with  plea- 
sure the  Executive  of  his  native  State,  enter  with  becoming 
firmness,  upon  a  course  of  measures  which  tlie  enemy's 
conduct  h;  d  rendered  necessary  ;  yet,  as  the  determi- 
niitioiis  ot*  that  enemy  had  hitherto  h'un  most  success- 
fully prognosi icated  by  reversing  (he  conclusions  of  calm 
and  dispassiouHte  reasoning,  he  foresaw  that  the  order  of 
the  Governor  and  Council,  it*  persisted  in,  would  be  pCr- 
vert<'d  into  a  contest  of  cniclty  and  destruction  ;  his  r«  s- 
pect  for  the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  nations  correspond- 
ed with  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  subject,  and  he 
entertjiined  some  doubts  as  to  the  real  bearing  and  extent 
of  the  capitnlntion.  A  solemn  inculcation  had  been  ad- 
ministered ;  Virginia  had  it  in  her  power  to  repeat  it, 
'^  isis  alone  might  have  a  proper  effect.  General  Washing- 
ton, therefore,  recou. mended  lenieni  proceedings  ;  and  the 
Governor  and  Couiicil,  not  only  influenced  by  his  advice, 
bul  at  no  time  immiudful  of  the  cirtjumstances  attending 
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the  confinement  »f  the  above  named  prisoners,  wishing  and  CHAP. 
willin;:;  to  expecJ  that  their  sufferings  might  lea<l  theui  to  XV. 
the  ppaetiee  of  hiinianify,  shonhl  any  future  event  again 
sulniiit  to  iljeir  discretion  the  fate  of  Iheir  fellow  creatures  ;  j^— :-— .mmu 
that  llie  example  of  their  punishment  might  deter  others 
from  the  perpeti-ai  ion  of  similar  cruelties,  and  induce  the 
enemy  to  reflect  on  the  painful  consequences  of  a  continua- 
tion of  their  harsh  measures  against  American  captives, 
while  such  multiplied  subjects  of  retaliation  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  other  party  ;  sensible  that  the  great  cause 
wliicli  had  armed  the  two  nations,  against  each  other,  could 
be  decided  only  by  the  exercise  of  honourable  valour  in 
the  field  ;  earnestly  hoping  that  the  enemy,  content  to  a- 
bide  the  event  of  that  mode  of  decision,  would  spare  them 
a  second  departure  from  kindness  towartls  prisoners ;  and 
confident  that  their  motives  would  be  duly  appreciated,  by 
the  wise  and  virtuous  part  of  mankind,  adopted  the  mea- 
sure of  sending  Hansilton,  Deiean,  and  Lamothe,  together 
with  Major  Bay,  to  Hanover  Court  House,  there  to  re- 
main at  large  within  certain  reasonable  limits,  their  parole 
being  taken  in  the  usual  manner.  A  parole  was  accord- 
ingly drawn  up  and  tendered  to  the  prisoners  :  it  required 
them  to  be  inoffensive  in  word  as  well  as  deed.  To  this 
clause,  they  objected,  insisting  on  entire  freedom  of  speech. 
They  were,  consequently,  remanded  to  their  confinement, 
which  was  now  to  be  considered  as  voluntary.  Their  i- 
rons,  however,  were  taken  off.  Some  of  the  prisoners 
soon  after  subscribed  the  tendered  parole,  and  were  en- 
larged. Hamilton,  aspiring  to  the  fame  of  a  martyr  in 
the  ro^al  cause,  and  hoping  that  his  magnified  distresses 
would  be  amply  remunerated  by  future  promotion,  long 
refused  to  do  the  same.  Upon  being  informed  by  General 
Phillips,  who  had  been  exchanged,  and  was  now  in  New 
York,  that  his  sufferings  would  be  perfectly  gratuitous,  he 
complied,  at  last,  and  was  sent,  under  escort,  to  the  des- 
tined place  ;  and  af<erwards  to  Winchester. 

These  measures  of  the  Executive  of  Virginia  produced 
the  effects  which  had  been  anticipated.  At  first,  the  Bri- 
tish used  what  they  improperly  termed  ,  in  such  a  case, 
retaliation.  Captain  Willing  whom  they  charged  with 
having  exercised  great  cruelties  at  the  Natchez,  was  coji- 
fined  in  irons — but  soon  after  released. — A  declaration  was  October  2. 
issued  tha  no  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  should  be  ex- 
changed till  Hamilton's  affiir  should  be  satisfactorily  set- 
tled.— When  information  of  this  was  received,  the  order 
fop  enlarging  on  parole  Hamilton  and  his  fellow  prisoners, 
had  been  given,  and  as  CapLiin  AVilling  had  been  released, 
U  was  not  recalled.  Nor.  indeed,  should  his  confinement 
have  been  made  a  cause  of  complaint,  had  the  charge  a- 
gainst  him  originated  in  truth.  The  Governor  of  Virginia 
was  ready  to  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  him,  for  tL» 
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CHAP,    punisbmentof  any  officer  guilty  of  excesses  unjustifiable 
XV,       under  the  usage  of  civilized  nations. — But  the  tixecutive 
were  not  to  be  terrified  into  an  acquicseenoe  under  every 
■^  insult  and  cruelty  the  enemy  might  chuse  to  piaetice,  and 

^^..-Q  into  a  fear  to  retaliate  lest  ilicir  own  country-men  sliouid 
be  made  to  experience  additional  sufierings.  The  British 
officers  and  soldiers  in  their  hands  were  pledges  for  the  safe- 
ly of  Virginian  prisoners  ;  and  it  was  determined  to  use 
them  as  such.  A  vessel  loaded  with  privates  for  New- 
York,  on  exchange,  was  immediately  sioj)pcd — and  the 
Governor  advised  by  the  council  to  take  proper  and  effec- 
tual measures  for  ascertaining  from  tiiue  to  time  the  siluaJ 
tion  and  treatment  of  Virginian  prisoners  with  the  enemy, 
and  to  extend  to  theirs  within  the  Commonwealth  aliko 
treatmenut  in  every  circumstance.  Tlie  prison-ship,  fit- 
ted up  on  the  recoinmendati«»n  of  Congress,  was  ordered  to 
a  proper  station,  for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  such 
October  8.  prisoners  as  should  be  sent  to  it. — "  I  am  afraid,  tlie  Go- 
**  vernor  wi'ites  to  General  Washington,  I  shall  hereafter 
**  perhaps  be  obliged  to  give  your  Excellency  some  trou- 
*'  ble  in  aiding  me  to  obtain  information  of  the  future  u- 
*»  sage  of  our  prisoners.  I  shall  give  immediate  orders  for 
**  having  in  readiness  every  engine  which  the  enemy  have 
*'  contrived  for  the  destruction  of  our  unhappy  citizens, 
«*  captivated  by  them.  The  presentiment  of  these  opera- 
**  tions  is  shocking  beyond  expression.  I  pray  Heaven  to 
**  avert  them;  but  nothing  in  this  world  will  do  with  such 
«*  an  enemy  but  proper  firmness  and  decision  !"  The  Go- 
vernor and  Council  deeply  sympathized  with  such  of  their 
country-men  as  might,  in  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
termination, be  cut  off  from  the  society  of  their  friends 
and  dearest  connections,  while  the  Executive  seemed  to 
have  it  in  their  power  to  administer  relief:  but  (hey  trusted 
to  iheirgood  sense  for  discerning,  and  to  their  spirit  for 
bearing  up  agaiust  the  fallacy  of  this  appearance.  A  let- 
ter, on  this  important  subject,  was  addressed  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  Colonel  Mathews,  an  officer  of  the  V'irginiit  line, 
then  a  prisoner  on  parole,  but  obligated  to  return  to  New- 
York.  It  explained  the  motives  of  the  conduct  pursued 
by  the  ExeeuJive — the  beneficial  tendency  of  that  conduct 
in  favour  of  American  prisoners,  whom  a  pioper  syste.n  of 
retaliation  must  ultimately  relieve — it  concluded  in  ihe  fol- 
lowing words  :  *•  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  there  is  nothing 
♦<  consistent  with  the  honour  of  your  countni',  which  we 
"  shall  not,  at  all  times,  be  reaxly  to  do  for  the  relief  of 
"  yourself  and  companions  in  captivity.  We  know  that  ar- 
**  dent  spirit  and  haired  for  tyranny,  which  brought  you 
'*'  into  your  present  siiualion.  will  enable  you  to  bear  a- 
"  gainst  it  with  the  firmness  whi'^'h  has  distinguished  you 
♦'  as  a  soldier,  an<l  to  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the 
"  day  when  events  shall  take   place,  against  which  the 
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'*  wounded  pride  of  your  enemies  will  find  no  comfort  even    CHAP, 
«  from  reflections  on  Tlie  most  refined  of  the  cruelties  with      XV. 
*•  which  they  have  glut  ted  themselves." — Upon  the  whole, 
this  practical  inculcation  wat>  not  lost  on  the  British ;  it        '      •"- 
«nlisted  self-interest  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  4*70 

The  intelligence  of  Colonel  Clark's  success  had  heen  re- 
ceived by  the  General  Assembly  with  joy  and  applause,  jn^jan^f. 
To  him  an  elegant  sword  had  been  voted  ;  and  to  Licute-  fairs. 
nant  Rogers,  an  active  and  distinguished  officer,  who  had 
conspiciously  promoted  the  expedition  against  Fort  St. 
Vincents,  a  liberal  donative  in  money. — Another  blow  was, 
about  the  same  time  inflicted  1)y  Colonel  Shelby  on  the 
seceding  t^herokees.  Penetrating  into  the  coimtry  of  those 
restless  foresters,  Shelby  destroyed  eleven  of  their  settle- 
ments, and  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  collected  pro- 
bably for  the  expedition  to  be  concerted  by  Hamilton  and 
the  various  tribes,  in  the  council  which  they  had  intend- 
ed to  hold  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee.  He  also  took 
as  Miany  goods  as  sold  for  twenty  five  thousand  pounds. 
A  f^'w  Indians  only  fell  during  this  expedition  :  but  the 
Chiefs  of  Cliuccamoga,  and  the  great  warrior  of  Chote 
were  recalled  to  a  pacific  disposition.  They  discharged 
from  among  them  all  the  white  people  and  traders,  who 
eame  from  Mobile,  or  had  any  connection  m  ith  the  Bii- 
tish  party.  Colonel  Bowman  had  advanced  into  the  Shaw- 
nese  country  with  three  hundred  men,  and  was  spreading 
there  the  terror  of  the  American  arms.  The  bi*ave 
Clarke  continued  in  the  Illinois  country  ;  keeping  in  awe 
the  hostile  tribes,  and  improving  by  a  mild  policy  the 
friendly  disposition  of  such  as  were  well  effected  towards 
tiie  United  States.  He  knew  that  a  storm  was  gathering 
against  him  at  Detroit,  but  his  intention  was,  if  reinforced 
to  give  the  enemy  a  shorter  distance  to  come  and  fight 
him.  Nor  was  the  Governor  unmindful  of  the  Western 
^Frontier.  The  new  levies  from  the  counties,  in  that  sec- 
lion  of  the  State,  were  ordered  to  enter  the  ninth  regi^ 
jnent  at  Pittsburg.  Their  aid  might  tte  there  immediate 
and  important;  and, if  marched  to  the  Southward,  they 
would  arrive  too  late  for  any  efficient  purpose,  during  the 
present  campaign. — It  was  intended  speedily  to  reinforce 
Colonel  Clarke,  whose  enterprizing  genius  meditated  a 
blow  not  only  against  Detroit,  but  against  Pensacola.  The 
activity  of  that  useful  officer  was  much  shackled  by  the 
effects  of  depreciation.  During  Iiis  absence  from  Kaskas- 
kias,  numbers  of  traders  liad flocked  there,  out  bidding  each 
other,  and  giving  such  prices  for  all  transferable  articles, 
that  the  Inhabiianls  conceived  tlie  paper  bills  to  be  of  no 
value.  Clarke  could  procure  provisions  only  in  exchange 
for  goods,  or  upon  his  own  bonds.  He  was  sometimes 
compelled  to  use  force,  a  method  repugnant  to  his  feelings, 
and  to  his  ideas  of  justice.     Several  ujerehants  at  Kaskas- 
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kias,  and  New  Orleans,  and  pailicularly  Mr.  Oliver  Pol- 
lock, advanced  considerable  sums,  in  iii»i  of  the  Aniericaa 
service.  Whilst  paid  for  in  gold  or  silver,  everj  thing  hud 
been  extremely  cheap  in  the  Illinois  coiinti^ — and  Coh>ml 
Clarke  urged  a  deposit  of  specie  at  Tstw  Orleans  for  the 
payment  of  the  expences  of  government  in  the  West.  This 
alone,  he  thought,  could  enable  him  to  execute  his  bold 
and  extensive  pluus.  At  their  ensuing  session,  the  Legis- 
lature directed  the  Governor  to  establish  such  a  deposit. 
Other  blows  were,  tins  year,  inflicted  on  the  Indians,  and 
their  tory  associates — the  ineffieacy  of  partial  victories  o- 
ver  them,  had  been  evinced  by  the  vindictive  and  too  of- 
ten successful  incursions  of  those  who  had  escaped.  The 
Indra  had  many  heads  ;  to  destroy  it,  required  hercidean 
eff,rts.  The.  United  States  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
cherish  neutrality  among  the  savages  :  the  excitements  of 
British  emissaries  hsvd  armed  their  hands  :  no  security 
could  be  expected  on  the  Western  frontier,  without  some 
extraordinary  and  ruinous  catastrophe,  capable  of  striking 
salutary  terror  and  caution  even  into  the  stubborn  and  in- 
fuiiated  minds  of  these  ruthless  foresters.  For  this  pur- 
pose Sullivan.*  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body  of  Con- 
tinental troops,  advanced  into  the  country  lying  between 
the  westermost  settlements  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
and  the  great  Lakes.  That  extensive  and  fertile  tr^ct 
was  inhabited  by  the  Six  Nations,  who  from  a  long  inter- 
course with  the  whites  had  derived  some  of  the  primary 
arts  of  civilized  life,  together  with  a  partiality  for  the  Bri- 
tish, whose  traders  and  emissaries  bad  liberally  supplied 
their  wants,  and  thus  secured  their  alliance.  By  the  ac- 
cession of  a  corps  under  the  American  General  Clinton, 
Sullivan's  force  was  augmented  to  about  five  thousand 
men.  The  Indians,  although  they  displayed  great  intrepi- 
dity and  skill,  and  although  they  counted,  among  their 
leaders,  Brandt,  Butler,  Johnston,  and  McDonald,  were 
driven  from  a  strong  position  judiciously  assumed  ;  and  a- 
bandoned  their  codntry  to  the  ravages  of  the  victor.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  was  incompatible  with  mercy.  It 
was  to  cieate  a  vast  solitude  between  the  Indians  and  the 
Western  frontier  of  the  Union.  Accordingly  though  no 
more  than  eleven  Indians  were  slain,  the  whole  country 
was  made  a  desolate  waste.  Every  vestige  of  human  in- 
dustry was  ol)!if  crated  from  its  surface.  A  severe  but  ne- 
cessary retribution! — In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Broad- 
head  ascended  the  Allegliany  from  Pittsburg,  with  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  advancing  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles, 
destroyed  several  settlements  of  the  Mungo,  Munsey,  and 


•  The  details  of  the  expedition,  proves  that  General  not  to  have  been 
well-fitted  for  Indian  warfare — to  say  nothing  of  his  equippage  and  prori- 
sions. 
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Seneka  tribes. — But  'he  focus  of  Indian  hostility  was  at    CHAP. 
Detroit.     Thence  issued  the  spark  which  electrified,  wide       XV. 
and  far,  so  many  unreh^nting  spirits.     Unfortunately,  nei- 
ther Sullivan,  nor  Broadhead,  was  prepared  to  strike  that  ' 
distant  posf,  alreaily  menaced  by  Clarke.     Yet,  Uy  the       1779 
jjresent  chastisement  the  Indians  were  considerably  intimi- 
dated ;   and  never  afterwards  did  the  American  borders 
experience  tliose  horrid  and  extensive  calamities  in  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  occasionally  involved. 

On  the  Eastern  frontier,  no  operations  of  a  deeisiA  e  cha-  operations 
racter    marked  the  present    campaign.       Superiority  of  ontlieEiist- 
numbers,  the  advantage  of  a  powerful  fleet,  and,  conse-  cm  iiontier. 
quently,  the  perfect  command  of  the  water,  on  the  side  of 
the  British,    compelled  General  Washington    to  confine 
himself  to  a  defensive  plan,  t)»e  primary  object  of  which 
was  the  protection  of  the  JVorth  river.     Since  the  destruc- 
tion of  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery,  in  1777,  a  position 
still  better  adapted  than  the  scite  on  w  hich  these  once  stood 
to  the  command  of  the  Hudson,  had  been  sclccied,  and  its 
natural  strength  increased  withuurcmittingir.flnstry.  TJiHt 
position  known  by  the  name  of  West  Point,  lay  embosom- 
ed among  hills  and  precipices,  some  njiles  above  Verplank's 
Neck  and  Stoney- Point,  two  posts  protecting  King's  Feiry,  sij.  Henry 
by  which  a  communication  w  as  opened  between  the  East-   cJinton  " 
ern  and  the  Middle  States.     The  possession  of  tliis  ferry  takes  sto. 
was  of  extreme  importance  to  the  Americans:  to  the  Bri-  "'^^'^"i?^' 
ti»h  it  likewise  offered  great  advantages.    Immediately  up-  Fayette. 
on  the  return  of  General  Mathesv  and  Sir  George  Collier 
from  Virginia  to  New-York,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  proceeded      May  30. 
with  them  up  the  Hudson,  and  (lie  superiority  of  his  num- 
bers, combined  witli  naval  means  of  attack,  soon  placed 
Stoney  Point  and  A^erplank's  Neck  in  his  power.     After 
completing  the  fortili  cat  ions  at  these  posts.   Sir  Henry, 
finding  the  otjicr  American  positions  unassailable,  return- 
ed to  New- York   with  the  fleet,  leaving  the    works  at 
King's  Ferry  strongly  garrisoned      Bent  on  the  exeeutmn 
of  his  predatory  and  hairassing  plan,  he  soon  after  project- 
ed against  the  exposed  margin  of  Connecticut,  an  expedition 
similar  in  its  objects  and  in  its  mode,  to  that  lately  directed 
against  Virginia.     Sir  George  Collier  again  presided  over 
the  naval  part  of  the  enterprizc.     The  land  forces,  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  were  placed  under  the 
command  of  Gov.  Tryou,  wlio  held,  in  the  Bri) isli  army,      j(,i,  5 
the  rank  of  M;.jor-  Geneial.     A  landing  was  effected  in  tv.  o 
divisions,  and  Ncw-llavcu*  easily  became  the  prey  of  the 


•  See  Goi-don,  Ramsay,  and  others.  At  Ne\v-Havc4i,  an  ag'ed  citizen 
who  laboured  under  a  natural  inability  of  speech,  had  iiis  tons^ue  cut  off 
by  one  of  tiie  royal  army.   Yet,  some  Britisli  lustoriaus  have  attempted  t* 

vindicate  tho'ie  \van',on  inflictions  !  ! 
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CHAP,    invaders.    It  is  needless  to  particularize  the  circumstances 
XV.        of  their  conduct.     Everj  enorniii^^^,  except  that  of  burning 
the  houses,  was  perpeJ rated.   Soon  conflagration  was  added 
to  the  dire  list.     F'airlield,  East -Haven,  NorAvalk,  and  the 
Green  Farms  were  reduced  to  ashes.     Indiscriminate  plun- 
der, and  wanton  violence  marked  the  steps  of  (he  restorers 
of  regular  government.     A  descent  at  New  London  w  as  the 
ultimaie  object  of  the  expedition,  but  that  place  was  saved 
from  tlie  signal  severities  in  reserve  for  it,  by  an  event  no 
less  honourable  to  the  Americans,  than  mortilying  to  the 
enemy.    On  the  uight  of  the  15th  of  July,  Sioney  Point  was 
retaken  by  a  chosen  corps,  under  General  Wayne.     The 
annals  of  the  revolutionary  war  present  indeed,  more  im- 
portant atchievements,  but  they  Avill  not  transmit  to  poste- 
rity a  more  brilliant  action,  than  the  present  reduction  of 
tliat  post.  'I  he  Fort  scarct-Iy  more  accessible  by  nature  than 
Quebec  itself,  was  rendcied  more  difficult  of  approach  by  ab- 
batis,  and  other  military  ohstructi<(ns.  If  the  ai  dor  of  the  as- 
sailants could  have   been  damped   by  human  means,  the 
deep  morass  and  strong  works  in  front  and  flank,  which 
they  had  to  pass  and  subdue,  would  h-.ivc  furnished  a  rea- 
sonable excuse.     Bui  voliiiileei's  alone  being  admitted  into 
this  dangerous  enterpjize,  they  Uiarchcd  up  with  firmness 
in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire  of  miisquelry,  and  a  twenty- 
four  pounder  loaded  with  grape  shot.     The  business  was 
done  by  the  bayonet  only ;  for,  although  the  party  sent  to 
amuse  the  garrison,  was  directed  to  keep  up  an  incessant 
fire,  the  two  columns  to  whom  the  real  attack  was  assign- 
ed, mastered  the  voiks  without  a  single  dischiirge  of  their 
pieces.     What  could  veterans  do  more  than  to  put  their 
whole  eonildence  in  cold  steel?   Indt  ed,  the  van  consisted 
of  one  hundred  and  iifty.  who  advanced  with  unloaded  »r.us- 
kcts      The  names  of  Wayne,  Flenry,  Posty,  SlcAvart,  Gib- 
bon, Archer,  and  Knox,  shon«  conspicuous  in  that  affair. 
National  gratitude  rewarded  both  officers  and  men.     Hu- 
manity too,  adorned  this  tiiumph  ;  although  by  the  laws  of 
war  the  assailants  would  have  been  justiiied  in  putting  the 
garrison  to  the  sword,  not  a  single  individual  was  injured 
after  resistance  had  ceased.*     It  had  been  contemplated  to 
regain  aUo  possession  of  the  Fort  on  Verplank's  Neck ;  a 
series  of  unlu<ky  errors  in  the  communication  of  orders, 
and  other  preparatory  measures,  rendered  this  part  of  the 
plan  abortive.     Washington  had  judiciously  determined  to 
sacrifice  all  secondary  objects  to  tjje  preservation  of  the  im- 
portant post  at  AVcst  Point.     His  present  numbers  did  nor 

*  Americans.  Wounded,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2  Captains,  3  Lieute- 
nants, 10  Sei-jeunts,  3  Coi-poi-als,  64  Privates.  Killed,  2  Serjeants,  13  Pri- 
vates. 

British.  Wounded,  43.  Killed,  63.  Piisoners,  441.  The  stores  con- 
siderable— appraised,  and  the  value  divided  among  the  victorious  soldiers, 
according'  to  the  promise  of  General  Wasliington. 
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permit  bim  to  furnish  Stoney  Point  with  an  adequate  gar- 
rison ;  and  Clinton  was  advancing  at  (he  liead  of  a  formi- 
dable bod;^.  That  post,  therefore,  was  abandoned  by  I  he 
Americans,  after  removing  the  artillery  and  stores,  and 
destroying  the  works.  With  the  main  army,  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  occupied  West  Point,  and  the  neighbouring 
passes  ;  whilst  General  Howe,  stationed  at  Ridgefiehl, 
covered  Connecticut  ;  and  Lord  Sterling,  with  the  divisi- 
on under  his  command,  advanced,  on  the  West  side  of  the 
river,  to  the  borders  of  New  Jersey.  The  vicinity  of  the 
two  armies  gave  rise  to  a  multiplicity  of  incidents,  which, 
though  not  extensive  in  tlieir  effects,  were  glorious  to  the 
American  arms.  One  of  these  originated  in  a  Virginian 
offieer,  whose  activity,  bravery  and  skill,  we  have  already 
h ri<l  occasion  to  remark.  With  three  hundred  men,  Major 
Lee  surprize<l  the  British  garrison  at  Powles  Hook,  and 
with  the  loss  of  only  two  killed,  Jind  three  wounded,  made 
one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  prisoners,  including  some  offi- 
cers. Major  Sutherland*  the  Commander  of  tlje  garrison, 
escaped  by  throwing  iiimself  into  a  strong  redoubt  with  fifty 
Hessiaiis.  The  alarm  was  now  given  at  New  York.  Im- 
mediate retreat  became  necessary.  To  secure  his  party, 
and  prisoners,  was  the  <luty  of  the  successful  partisan,  tbis 
he  performed  with  rapi<lity  and  judgment.  The  thanks  of 
Congress,  and  -he  applause  of  General  Washington,  remu- 
neraud  !iim  and  his  brave  comrad''s.  In  this,  and  other 
rencounters,  almost  in  contact  with  the  barbarities  which 
Virginia  and  Connecticut  still  bewailed,  the  buuranity  and 
in()(ii^ration  of  the  Americans,  convej^^ed  to  the  enemy  a  no- 
ble and  affecting  reproach. 

The  Americans  were  not  equally  successful  in  an  at- 
tempt to  dislodu;"  tlie  enemy  from  Penobscot,  where  Gen. 
Maclean  from  Halifax,  had  taken  a  strong  position  with 
650  men.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  detached  a  body  of 
militia  under  General  Lovell,  and  an  armed  naval  force  di- 
rected by  Commodore  Saltonstal,  fur  the  purpose  of  ob- 
structing or  destroying  Maclean's  settlement.  This  arma- 
ment reached  Penobscot  bav,  on  the  25th  of  July,  and  the 
troops  landed  on  the  28th.  A  battery  was  erected,  and 
its  fire  directed  against  the  enemy's  Fort  f(»r  near  a  fort- 
night, but  without  much  effect.  An  assault  had  been  de- 
termined upon,  and  was  to  have  been  mad:  on  the  tsth  of 
August,  when  Sir  George  Collier  entered  the  Bay,  with  a 
strong  squadron.  Alarmed  at  liis  approach,  and  unable  to 
resist  with  success  his  superior  force,  the  Americans  retired 
up  the  river — Collier  pursued  tliem,  and  took  or  destroyed 
the  whole  of  their  shipping.  The  militia  and  seamen  bad 
to  explore  their  route  back  through  thick  woods,  avul  suf- 
fered considerable  hardships.  This  was  a  severe  blow  on 
the  honour,  as  well  ns  interest,  of  Massachusetts.  Her 
privateers  were,  before  this  luifortunate  event,  numerous. 
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CHAP,    able  and  active,  and  greall;y  annoyed  the  enemy.     Con- 
XV.       gi'ess  partly  indemnilied  her  for  the  expence  of  that  uu- 

successful  expedition,    although  it  had  been  undertaken 

without  their  concurrence. 
^YYO  About  this  time,  Admiral  Arbuthnot  arrived  at  New 

York,  with  large  reinforcements,  and  suj)erseded  Collier 
Gen.  Clin-  ^"  the  command  of  the  fleet.  liOrd  Cornwullis  embarked 
ton  with-  with  a  strong  detachment  for  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
draws  all  hjs  jj^j^  returned  shortly  after,  in  consequence  of  information 
New  York,  which  he  received  on  his  route,  that  Count  D'Estaing  had 
just  arrived  on  the  Southern  coast,  with  a  powerful  fleet. 
This  intelligence  alarmed  Sir  Henry  for  New  York.  He 
began  to  apprehend  a  contbined  attack  of  the  French  by 
sea,  and  the  Americans  by  land.  Under  this  apprehension, 
he  hastened  to  evacuate  Khode  Island,  and  the  ports  up 
the  North  river,  in  short,  to  concentre  his  whole  force  in 
New  Y'^ork,  which  he  laboured  to  put  in  a  state  of  defence 
proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  expected  danger. — 
Thus  was  the  campaign  of  1779,  along  the  Eastern  fron- 
tier confined  to  a  war  of  posts  :  Washington  undeviatingly 
adhered  to  his  plan  for  the  protection  of  the  American 
Thermopyloif  and  his  reputation  for  defensive  ability,  de- 
rived additional  lustre  from  the  caution  and  prudence  which 
he  opposed  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  draw  him  from 
his  impregnable  position. 

We  have  left  in  the  South,  Grcneral  PrevosT  on  John's 
Island,  and  General  Lincoln  in  Dorchester.  John's  Island 
is  separated  from  the  Main  by  the  Stono  inlet.  Provost 
had  left  at  the  ferry  on  the  Main,  a  corps  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  and  erected  three  redoubts  i!.  front  of 
Battle  of  ^'''**  position.  Lincoln  moved  towards  it,  early  in  Jime, 
stono.  with  a  view  to  strike  the  enemy.     An  immediate  assault, 

however,  appeared  hazardous  :  but  some  changes  in  the 
enemy's  situation,  induced  Lincoln  to  attack  the  British 
June  20.  po''t»  "ow  commanded  by  Col.  Maitland,  on  the  20th. 
General  Moultrie  had  been  directed  to  pass  into  James' 
Island  w  ith  a  detachment  from  Charleston,  for  the  purpose 
of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  British  General,  and  pre- 
venting him  from  conveying  any  succour  to  tlic  corps  at 
wliich  the  blow  was  really  aimed.  This  feint  was  ill  ex- 
ecuted ;  and  Prevost  thus  enal)led  to  assist  Maithvnd.  who 
had  commenced  n  vigorous  resistance.  Besides,  the  attack 
was  unfortunately  directed  against  the  strongest  point  of 
the  enemy's  defences;  and  the  American  troops,  thougJi  or- 
dered to  reserve  their  fire,  and  trust  to  the  bp.yonet,  lialted 
ton'tJirn  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  deranged  the 
whole  plan  of  assault.  A  retreat  was  the  consequence; 
and  Lincoln,  though  well  pleased  with  the  alacrity  and 
bravery  of  his  troops,  among  which  was  the  Auxiliary  de- 
tachment from  Yirgini;?,  had  the  mortification  of  leaving 
the  enemy  master  of  the  ground. — The  loss  was  nearly 
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equal  on  both  sides* — The  death  of  the  heroic  Colonel  Ro- 
berts of  the  artillery,  left  deep  regrets  to  the  Americans. 
Tlie  deranging  breacli  of  orders  was  atoned  for,  in  some 
measure,  by  subsequent  intrepidity  and  zeal. — But  the  gol- 
den moment  had  ehipsed. 

The  sultry  months  of  July  and  August  necessarily  were 
a  period  of  inaction,  in  that  climate.  The  Britisli  Gene- 
neral  withdrew  iiis  forces  from  Jolm's  Island  and  the  Main, 
and  by  water  retired  to  Savannah,  leaving,  however,  Colo- 
nel Maitland  at  Beaufoi-t,  in  Port  Royal  Island,  with  a  con- 
siderable garrison.  The  American  mililiu  relired|to  their 
homes  ;  and  General  lineoln.  at  the  head  of  his  Continen- 
tals, took  post  at  Sheldon,  a  salubrious  seite  in  the  vicinity 
of  Beaufort. 

Counl  D'Estaing,  while  actively  and  successfully  em- 
ployed in  the  West  Indies,  received  information  from  Go- 
vernor Rutledge,  Gen,  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Plombard,  the 
French  Consul  at  Charleston,  of  the  situation  of  the  South- 
ern States.  A  visit  to  this  part  of  the  coast,  by  such  a  fleet 
as  that  under  his  command,  as  soon  as  the  hurricane 
months  should  interrupt  naval  operations  in  the  West  In- 
dies, seemed  (o  promise  fame  to  himself,  destruction  to  the 
enemy,  and  relief  to  America.  D'Estaing  instantly  closed 
with  t!ie  appeal ;  and,  on  the  first  oi  September,  appeared 
on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  with  a  large  fleet,  and  about  six 
thousand  troops.  A  British  50  gun  ship,  and  three  fri- 
gates fell  a  prey  to  his  superior  force.  A  joint  attack  up- 
on Savannah  was  quickly  concerted  :  with  correspondent- 
promptitude  the  British  prepared  for  defence  ;  Maitland 
was  recalled  from  Beaufort,  and,  on  his  route  to  Savannah, 
when,  before  the  arrival  of  Linccln,  Count  D'Estaing  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  that  town.  Prcvost  requested 
time  to  deliberate,  and  this  was  inconsiderately  granted. 
Maitland,  himself  a  host,  entered  the  threatened  place  in 
the  intcrvsil.  He  breathed  his  own  spirit  into  the  garrison, 
and  resistance  was  resolved  upon.  A  storm,  or  a  siege, 
therefore,  became  inevitable.  The  latter  was  preferred. 
On  both  sides  great  activity  was  displayed.  Nine  mortars, 
and  thirty- seven  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  land  side,  and 
fifteen  from  the  water,  opened  upon  Savannah.  I'he  slow- 
ness of  regular  approaches  little  harmonized  Avith  D'Es- 
taing's  impetuous  valour,  much  too,  was  feared  from  the  fu- 
ry of  the  elements,  at  this  tempostuoiis  season,  or  from  the 
possible  approach  of  a  British  naval  armament,  superior 
in  strength.  An  assault,  th<^i,  was  linally  planned.  Brave 
as  the  execution  was,  it  failed  of  success.  Two  columns, 
one  led  by  Dillon,  the  other  by  D'Estaing  and  Lincoln,  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy's  right—the  first  nussed  its  route 
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QHAP,    in  the  darkness  of  a  foggy  morning — the  second,  through  a 
XV.       tremendous  lire,   advanced  unappalied — alieadj  (he  siaiid- 
ai'ds  of  (he  allied  nations  were  planted  on  the  hostile  para- 
-■■  .1  ==  pet,  when  Prevost's  reserve,  headed  hy  Mail  land,  rushed 
against  the  exnlting  victors,  and  drove  them  hack,  w iih  ir- 
1779       resistible  vchemenje.     At  tliis  perilous  mon)cnl,  the  daunt- 
less Pulaski,  with  two  hundred  horse,  attempted  to  throw 
himself  into  the  enemy's  rear.    He  fell,  moitally  wounded.* 
— The  allied  Generals  retired,  repulsed,  hut  not  disgraced. 
Their  own  intrepidity,  and  t!ie  emulous  braverv  of  their 
troops,  were  worthy  of  a  belter  fortune.     D'Estaing  was 
wounded,  hut  slightly.     Major  Fontange,  and  several  o- 
ther  officers,  experienced  a  similar  fate.     During  the  at- 
tack on  the  British  right,  tlie  country  militia,  to  divide  the 
enemy's  force,  threatened  the  centre.     On  the  side  of  the 
allies,  the  loss  was  considerable.     The  protection  of  well 
constructed  defences,  rendered  that  of  the  besieged  com- 
paratively small. f     The  galLi?itry  of  tlie  garrison  has  been 
justly  praised.     Maitland    deserves  peculiar    admiration. 
He  fell,  a  few  days  after,  a  victim  to  the  insalub|'it  j  of  the 
climate.      The  siege  was  raised — and  (he  allied  armies, 
having  witnessed  each  others  zeal  and  courage,  and  ac- 
quitting each  other  of  any  intentional  share  in  this  disas- 
trous result,  separated  in  perfect  harmony. 

The  apprehensions  of  stormy  weather  which  had  acce- 
lerated the  departure  of  the  French   Admiral,   were  not 
groundless.     Scarcely  had  (he  troops  embarked,  when  a 
violent  tempest  arose,  and  dispersed  the  w  hole  fleet.   D'Es- 
taing had  ordered  seven  of  his  ships  to  repair  to  Hamp- 
A  French  ton  Road,  in  the  Chesapeak.    One  only,  the  Fendant,  com- 
anchorsTiT    wian<'t?d  by  the  Marquis  De  Yandreuil,  was  a!>le  to  reach 
York  River,   that  station,  and  moved  up  York  River.     From  the  Go- 
vernor and  other  distinguished  characters,    De  Yandreu- 
il, experienced  the  most  delicate  attention,  and  ihe  wants 
of  his  ship  were  cheerfully  supplied. 

Thus  was  D'Estaing  again  frustrated  in  the  primary 
ohject  of  his  co-operation.  Yet,  eventliis  unsuccessful  effort 
was  of  great  advantage  to  the  common  cause.  It  inter- 
rupted the  present  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  distracted 


•  When  the  King'  of  Poland  ^\  as  apprized  of  Puhiski's  death,  he  observ- 
ed :  "  Pulasld  died,  as  he  lived — u  hero — but  the  implacable  enemy  of 
Kings." 

f  Killed  and  wounded.  French,  637.  Americans,  200.  British,  120. 
Afuch  iia-sbeen  said  respecting^  the  summons  by  U'Estainpr  to  the  to\\'n,  to 
surrender  to  the  arms  of  France.  "  The  true  reason,  observes-  Ramsay, 
vas  tliat  the  .Vmericau  army  had  not  tiien  come  up.  It  would  have  been 
therefore,  absurd  for  a  French  officer  to  demmd  the  surrender  in  the 
name  of  ;ui  absent  commander."  As  to  the  refusal  of  pennission  to  send 
the  women  and  children  out  of  the  town,  it  ai-ose  from  a  suspicion  that, 
under  the  specious  veil  of  humanity,  Prevost  wished  to  secrete  the  plu!\- 
der  lately  taken  from  the  inliabitants  of  Soutli  Citrolina. 
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their  views  for  the  future.  Clinton,  shut  up  in  New- York,  CHAP. 
wasted  tl»e  remainder  of  the  Campaign  in  fortifjing  him-  XV. 
self  against  imaginary  dangers.  Cornwallis  was  preclud- 
ed from  eflVcting  an  iutemled  expedition.  The  appearance 
of  De  Vandreuil  in  the  Chesapeak  held  the  foe  in  anxious 
doubt.  It  is  true  that  the  gloom  now  spread  over  the 
South  was  proportionate  to  the  refulgence  of  anterior 
hopes  :  but,  perhaps,  even  this  was  beneftcial.  The  re- 
duction of  Savannah,  though  desirable,  would  not  have 
had  adecisive  inlluenceon  the  issue  of  the  war.  it  would  have 
increased  tliat  langour  in<o  which  multiplied  causes  had  be- 
trayed America.  Too  much  had  been  expected  from  the 
effects  of  the  ailianoe.  'I  he  safety,  the  triumph  of  the  u- 
nion  must  chietly  depend  on  internal  energy.  To  call  this 
forth,  great  excitements  had  again  become  necessary,  and 
they  were  to  arise  from  the  dangers  of  the  South.  An 
idea  had  sprung  up  that  the  termination  of  the  contest  was 
at  hand — that  idea  had  been  encouraged,  cherished,  even 
in  the  bosom  of  the  great  national  Council — and  it  ha  i  a 
fatal  tendency  to  relax  the  sinews  of  the  war. — It  was 
time  that  the  delusion  should  entirt^ly  cease. 

Spain  had  offered  to  the  belligerents  a  mediation,  Spain  offers 
which  had  been  cheerfully  accepted  by  France,  but  to  which  ^^^  media- 
G.  Britain  had  returned  only  an  evasive  answer,  satisfied  ^'^" 
with  expressing  an  indefinite  wish  for  peace.  A  suspension 
of  hostilities  for  a  fixed  period  was  proposed  b^  the  medi- 
ating power  ;  a  Congress  of  deputies  from  the  respective 
belligerents  was  to  assemble  at  Madrid.  The  independence 
of  the  U.  States  was  to  be  acknowledged,  if  not  formally,  at 
least,  virtually. — During  this  neg.iciation,  which  was  pro- 
tracted to  a  considerable  length,  the  maehiavelisni  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  was  actively  exerted.  The  Ministers  at 
the  same  tim«,  endeavoured  to  conclude  a  separate  arrang- 
ment  with  France,  in  ordir  to  crush  America  with  greater 
ease,  or  to  effect  an  accomodation  v/ilh  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  humbling  luore  eflTectually  the  house  of 
Bourbon.  Then  it  was  ikat  British  Emissaries  secretly 
nursed  in  the  bosom  of  the  Slates,  suspicion  and  jealousy  setUe  their 
against  France,  endeavouring  to  revive  crieient  and  dis-  uJtimatuTT«. 
grrxceful  prejudices,  culling  the  alliance  unnatural,  impo- 
litic, pernicious.  It  was  then  that  inlluential  men,  leaning 
tow  ards  a  separate  peace,  endeavored  to  revive,  throughout 
the  Stiiles,  those  Committees,  which  had  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  anout  their  Indenondence,  and  which  now  would 
have  placed  again  the  goverument  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  better  to  conduct  them  to  some  favorite  object — 
whidh  was  thought  to  be  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain. 
The  Ministers,  adjourning  their  resentment  and  their  ven- 
geance, were  w  illing  to  paich  up  an  Independent  peace  with 
Am  rica,  at  the  exnence  of  her  public  faith  and  future 
salvation.    These  Committees,  whatever  inig^it  be  their  os* 
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CHAP.     tensiWc  purposes,  were  to  give  the  impulse,  and  improve 

XV.       its  effects  into  a  separate  accommodation. — Viiginia  nobly 

counteracted  whatever  she  deemed  calculated  to  destroy, 

-  or  even  enfeeble  the  alliance.     On  the  2d  day  of  June,  her 

Legislature  passed  the  following  resolutions  : 

^^^^  "  Resolved,  nemiis^e  goatr adicExVTe,  That  it  is  the  o- 

.    ..         *<  pinion  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  treaties  ot  alliance  and 

STthV^*  «  commerce  between  liis  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  France 

French  alU-    «  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Congress  of  the  I  nited  States  of 

ance.  ««  America,  on  behalf  of  the  ^iuid  States,  on  the  other  part, 

June  2.      t(  ought  to  be  ratilied  and  confiinied,  and  the  same  are  ae- 

*<  cordingly  hereby  ratified,  coutirmed,  and  declared  bind- 

«  ing  on  this  Commonwealth." 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  notify  to 
<*  the  Minister  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  resident  at 
«  Philadelpliia,  the  above  ratification,  under  the  seal  of  the 
«<  Commonwealth." 

This  ratification,  though  censured  by  some  as  contrary 
to  the  spirif  of  the  confederation,  had  a  salutary  effect.  If 
proved  that  the  national  faith  had  strong  supporters  ;  anti 
it  greatly  contributed  to  crush,  ia  their  very  birth,  those 
secret  combinations  which  weie  forming  to  break  tlie  alli- 
ance, and  throw  America  into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain, 
upon  her  acknowledging  the  Independence  of  the  States. — 
State  of  the  AH  American  Ilislorians  have  dejdored  those  transient 
publicmind  pi^uds  of  party-disscntion,  of  local  or  personal  interest, 
^  ''  •  which  in  the  present  year,  occasionally  obscured  the  lustre 
of  the  great  national  Council.  Most  of  the  illustrious  cha- 
racters who  had  given  to  Congress,  in  1776,  that  elevated 
dignity  of  thought,  sentiaient  and  action,  which  had  asto- 
nished the  world,  were  noAV  employed  ciiher  in  foreign  mis- 
sions, or  in  the  highest  olfices  of  the  new  Governments,  in 
their  native  States.  It  would  have  been  difficult  for  any 
country,  twice  to  present,  in  dift'erent  individuals,  such  a 
collection  of  wisdom  and  moral  greatness  The  present 
Congress  listened  willi  too  much  indulgence  to  the  recrimi- 
nations of  diplomatic  or  commercial  agents,  scandalously 
accusing  each  other— and  afterwards  cirrumstanees  oc- 
curred,' obviously  calculated  to  call  forth  clashing  inter- 
ests, and  opposite  views.  During  the  Spanish  nego- 
ciation  to  reconcile  the  belligerents,  a  question  of  the  first 
magnitude  was  proposj-d  to  the  General  Congress — on  what 
terms  would  they  make  peace  ?  Both  Mr.  Gerard,  the 
French  Plenipotentiary,  aid  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  one  of  the 
American  agents  in  Europe,  pressed  this  important  ques- 
tion on  the  Represontalivos  of  United  America.  And. 
surely,  the  multiplied  and  complex  considerations  which 
it  involved  had  a  strong  tendency  to  impair  that  harmony 
which  common  dangers  had  prodmed  and  maintained. 
The  acknowledgment  of  Iiulependence  by  Great  Britain, 
the  Newfoundland  fisheries,  the  adjustment  of  boundaries 
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on  the  North  and  the  West,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis-    CHAP. 
sissippi,  and  some  otlier  points,  well  might  occasion  dehiys,       XV. 
and  ditterenees  of  opinions,  and  ultimate  claims,  not  only 
between  France  and  America,    bin  between   the   States  • 

theiAselves.  Tbe  discussion  of  the  terms  finally  to  be  pro-  4779 
posed  employed  Congress  from  February  till  August ;  and 
this  deliberative  slowness,  together  with  manift-statious  of 
sentiments  and  views  which  he  deemed  hostih  to  the  spirit 
of  the  alliance,  and  to  the  success  of  the  contemplated 
negociations,  gave  to  Mr.  Gerard  considerable  uneasiness. 
The  fisheries,  from  a  share  in  uliicli  it  Mas  apprehended 
France  wished  to  cxolude  America,  were  vitally  important 
to  the  New-England  States;  on  the  fisheries  these  states 
depended  for  the  most  valuable  part  of  their  foreign  trade. 
"Whilst  the  Southern  and  the  Middle  Slates  had,  in  their 
indigo,  rice,  tobacco,  maize,  hemp,  and  flour,  commanding 
articles  of  export,  the  Eastern  States  scarcely  derived  from 
their  soil  even  bread  for  the  support  of  their  population. 
Aware  of  this,  they  wished  to  improve  the  advantages  of 
the  sea,  and  10  establish  their  right  to  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  on  a  secure  footing.  To  the  rest  of  the  Union,  the 
fisheries  presented  the  advantage  of  being  a  nursery  of 
hardy  and  active  seamen  for  a  future  national  navy — anr', 
in  many  other  respects,  a  source  of  general  wealth,  secu- 
rity, and  strength.  On  tlie  other  hand,  the  Southern 
States  could  not  consent  to  relinquish  the  lands  lying  along 
the  Eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  their  claim  to  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in  favour  of  Spain. 
With  such  data,  an  immediate  agreement  in  relation  to 
the  desired  ultimatum,  was  obviously  impossible.  A  con- 
flict of  particular  interests  took  place,  in  which  ithe  seve- 
ral parlies  respectively  maintained  their  ground  with  per- 
tinasity  and  warmth.  The  terms  finally  agreed  upon,  did 
not  essentially  differ  from  those  obtained  afterwards  by 
the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  Spanish  mediation,  however,  proved  ineffectual. —  Spain  ac- 
The  British  Ministers  having  found  their  efforts  to  detach  cedes  to  the 
the  Allies  from  each  other,  entirely  unavailing,  persisted  ^^' 
in  a  ruinous  scheme  of  continued  and  extended  war.     The    june  16. 
proposition  to  treat  with  the  United  States    as  an  Inde- 
pendent Power,  was  rejected;  and  the  Marquis  D'Alma- 
'dovar,  the  Spanish  Minister  at  London,  announced,  upon 
this,  the  hosiile  intentions  of  his  Court — stating,  in  the 
rescript  which  he  then  presented,  injuries  wanto;ily  accu- 
mulated— a  haughty  refusal  of  redress— in  short,  *<  the  ab- 
solute necessity  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  of 
using  all  the  means  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Almighty,  to 
obtain  that  justice  which  he  had  solicited  without  effect.'* 
The  Spanish  government  had  already  been  active  in  making 
naval  and  other  preparations,  n;)r  was  this  accession  of  h^s- 
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CHAP,    tility  unexpected  to  Great-Britain.    She  had,  in  the  Spring, 
XV.       reinforced  and  plentifully  supplied  Gibraltar.     She  now  is- 
sued Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  against  the  Spaniards, 
"  but  she  could  not  prevent  the  Junction  of  the  Allied  ileeis — 

1779  ^^^'  *  ^^^  weeks,  these  rode  triumphant  in  the  British  Chan- 
nel, insulted  Plymouth,  and  threatened  England  and  Ire- 
land The  perilous  situation  into  which  the  Ministers  had 
thus  plunged  the  Empii*e,  drew  upon  them  censure  more 
vehement  than  had  hitherto  assailed  them.  Lord  North 
tottered  on  his  *'  bad  eminence ;"  the  influence  of  the  Court, 
however,  baffled  the  efforts  of  the  opposition  ;  and  the  po- 
litical vessel  of  Britain  continued  under  the  guidance  of 
those  infatuaied  Pilots,  who,  amid  those  tempests  which 
they  had  theniselves  raised,  seemed  to  steer  without  Chart 
or  Compass.  At  ihe  ensuing  Session,  a  suspicion  of  treache- 
ry was  added  to  the  charj^e  of  folly  and  ignorance,  lieiand, 
in  arms  agiiinst  contingent  invasion,  demanded  and  obtain- 
ed a  tree  irjide. 
Irruption  of  Spain,  noivv  itiistanding  her  last  decisive  step,  did  not  re- 
Don  Ci cilvez  coguize  the  Independence  of  the  United  Siaics;  nor  was 
Fbrida!^^  their  Minister  at  ihe  Coui»<  of  Madrid  accredited.*  It  was 
intended  that  a  eonccs«on  of  Tcrriiory  on  <he  East  side  of 
t.-.e  Mississippi,  and  the  exclusive  navigation  of  that  river, 
sliuuld  be  the  price  of  that  acknowiedgnient. 

The  Governor  of  Louisiana,  Don  Galvez,  early  inform- 
ed that  liis  Catholic  Majesty  had  become  a  party  in  the 
war,  seized  on  all  the  British  posts  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Mississippi.  • 

Such  were  the  causes  which  concurred  to  lull  the  people 
into  fatal  slumbers.  The  alliance  with  ihe  Krench  Mo- 
narch— an  erntneous  idea  that  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
were  exhausted — the  Spanish  mediation — and  the  call  on 
Congress  by  the  Minister  of  France  to  give  their  ultimate 
terwis  for  a  ijcace.  Then  the  accession  of  Spain  to  the  war, 
which  rendered  the  situation  of  Great  Britain  so  embar- 
rassed and  so  critical,  that  her  downfall  was  confidently 
anticipated.     America,  under  the  lassitude  produced  by 


*  The  following-  diplomatic  appointments  took  place  in  consequence  of 
the  novel  occurrences  above  mentioned: 

John  Jay — to  nej;ociate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  witli  the  Cabi- 
net of  Madrid,  and  solicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

John  Adams — (who  had  gone  to  Eui-ope,  but  after  Dr.  Franklin  was  ap- 
pointed sole  ^Minister  near  the  Court  of  Versailles,  returned  with  the  Che- 
\alier  De  La  Luzerne)  to  ncgociate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  witli 
Greai-Bi-itain. 

Heiiiy  Laui-ens— to  neg-ociatea  loan  in  Holland — and,  if  practicable,  re. 
alize  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  beibi-e  agi-ted  to  by  A. 
Lee,  &c. 

Gciard  retired,  not  in  disgust,  as  the  common  enemy  published,  but  on 
account  of  bad  healtli.  Dc  La  Luzerne  was  received  with  great  r'  spect  in 
America.  The  CJievalier  D'Anmours  was  about  this  time  named  French 
Consul  ibr  Virginia. 
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four  years  of  violent  and  unremitted  exertions,  easily  yield-   CHAP. 
ed  to  so  many  soporific  influences.     Delusive  dreams  ac-       XV. 
companied  tliis  momentary  toapor.     There  was,  in  an  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  country,   an  almost  irresistible  ===== 
gravitation  towards  domestic  ease  and  tranquility.     Great       ±779 
dangers,  great  interests,  powerful  excitrmeuts,  had  alone 
roused  the  people  to  arms — we  will  see  these  reiurn,  and 
with  them  the  glorious  enthusiasm  ot  1776.     The  founders 
of  the  Republic  siill  watch  over  its  destinies  j  they  still 
feel  in  their  own  bosoms  the  sacred  flame  of  patriotism 
and  virtue;  and  again  they  will  breathe  it  into  the  hearts 
of  their  countrjmen.    The  pressure  of  calamity  will  give 
new  vigor  to  the  elastic  minds  of  freemen. 

Mr.  Gerard,   whose  impaired  health   required  repose.  The  Cheva- 
returned  to  Europe.     He  was  succeeded  by  the  Chevalier  lier  De  La 
De  La  Luzerne,  whose  abilities  as  a  uegociator,  had  been  ^yjfjfje^^ 
conspicuously  displayed  in  Bavaria.     In  Boston,  where  he  Mr.  Gerard. 
landed,  in  the  American  camp,  in  Philadelphia,  that  gen- 
tleman received  every  mark  of  respect  which  his  public 
and  private  character  invited,  and  which  a  brave,  polite, 
and  hospitable  people  could  bestow. 

When,  upon  the  mediation  of  Spain,  sanguine  hopes  of  yirsrinaex 
approaching  peace  were  entertained,  and  the  adjustment  tends  her 
of  boundaries  upon  the  principle  of  uti  possidetis  was  spo-  Western  es- 
ken  of,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  secure  on  ^Wish- 
that  principle,  by  actual  possession,  the  right  of  Virginia, 
in  its  whole  extent  to  the  Mississippi,  sent  proper  persons, 
under  an  escort,  to  ascertain  by  celestial  observation,  the 
point  on  that  river  intersected  by  the  latitude  of  thirty-six 
and  an  half  degrees,  the  Southern  limit  of  the  State;  and 
to  measure  its  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  Col. 
Clarke  was  directed,  as  soon  as  this  should  be  done,  to  se- 
lect a  strong  and  commanding  position  on  the  river,  near 
the  Southern  limit,  and  there  to  establish  a  Fort  and  gar- 
rison; in  the  mean  time,  to  advance  his  establishments  to- 
wards tl\e  Lakes,  erecting  Forts  at  different  points,  which 
might  be  an  actual  possession,  as  well  as  protection  of  that 
portion  of  the  country  also.  Under  these  orders.  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, on  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles  above  the  Southern 
limit,  was  erected  and  garrisoned  This  measure  gave  great 
umbrage  to  the  Chickasaws,  a  friendly  and  faithful  tribe 
of  Indians,  who  claimed  these  as  their  hunting  grounds; 
but  full  explanations  being  given  of  the  object  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  of  its  necessity,  as  well  for  their  own  security,  as 
for  that  of  Virginia,  they  became  satisfied;  insomuch  that 
when  the  Fort  and  garrison  were  afterwards  beleaguered 
by  hostile  Indians,  the  Chickasaws  came  to  their  relief, 
and  drove  off  the  besieging  force.  The  place  was  after- 
wards restored  to  the  Chickasaws  ;  and  is  stiil  held  by 
them.  In  the  Northern  quarter.  Clarke  proceeded  with 
his  usual  judgment,  combining  policy  with  enterprise,  en- 


372  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,  couraging  peace  among  the  friendly  tribes,  and  directing 
XV.  against  the  hostile,  the  force  of  those  who  couhl  not  be  pcr- 
,_.   .  saaded  to  remain  inactive.     It  was  thus  that  theKikapoos 

'  were  successfully  armed  against  other  tribes,  such  as  the 

1779  Clioetaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Shawnese.  Had  Clarke  been 
placed  by  circumstances  on  a  more  extensive  and  more 
brilliant  theatre,  his  genius  and  activity  could  not  fail  to 
have  given  him  a  distinguished  rank  among  tiic  greatest 
military  characters,  in  ancient  or  modern  times  Most  of 
his  atcliievements  have  been  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  the 
wildi*  where  they  were  performed,  because,  in  these  busy, 
perilous  scenes,  every  one  was  eager  to  act,  and  none  had 
inclination  or  leisure  ytrecord  what  was  done.  With  us, 
and  with  all  those  whonave  seen  any  of  Clarke's  letters, 
it  is  a  matter  oF  deep  regret  (hat  he  has  not,  like  the  gal- 
lant Smith,  his  illustrious  prototype,  written  for  posterity 
an  account  of  his  Indian  wars.*  His  favorite  object,  the 
taking  of  Detroit,  he  seems  to  have  constantly  kept  in 
view.  During  the  Slimmer  of  1779.  and  the  S})ring  of 
1780,  we  see  him  actively  employed  in  making  vigorous 
preparations  for  its  accomplishment.  At  one  time,  he  pro- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  rendezvous  a  considerable  number  of 
_  friendly  Indians,  perhaps,  four  or  five  thousand  at  I'ort 

St.  Vincents;  but  disappointed  in  the  number  of  Whites  he 
expected,  and  not  chusing  to  rely  principally  on  the  Indians, 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  expedition.  He  contented 
himself  with  inflicting  severe  chastisement  on  those  sa- 
vage tribes,  whose  eternal  hostilities  had  proved  them  in- 
capable of  living  on  friendly  terms  with  the  people  of  the 
States. 
The  claims  Whilst,  at  the  expence  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  at 
ofvirsrinia  the  head  of  State  troops,  Clarke  thus  strengthened  the  ti- 
ern  kndr*^'  *^®  of  Virginia  to  the  Western  country,  by  the  addition  of 
disputed.  conquest  to  chartered  rights,  the  General  Congress  listen- 
ed too  favourably  to  the  reclamations  of  the  Indiana  and 
other  companies,  of  a  similar  description.  The  immense 
tracts  of  vacant  Territory  wifhin  the  chartered  limits  of 
some  of  the  States,  and,  in  parHr^ular,  of  Virginia,  had 
early  attracted  the  general  attention.  In  them  was  seen 
an  almost  inexhaustible  source  of  future  wealth — a  fund 
capable  not  onlv  of  affording  extensive  encouragement  for 
the  defenders  of  the  comn»on  liberties,  but  of  covering  the 
vast  national  debt,  which  the  expenditures  of  the  war  must 
necessarily  create.  The  States  not  possessed  of  a  similar 
advantage,  insisted  on  considering  this  unappropriated  Tcr- 

*  Colonel  Clarke  was  afterwards  made  Brieradier-General — we  are  told 
he  is  stiU  livlnpf  in  the  Western  country.  Such  of  his  letters  as  pre  hefore 
us,  evince  a  strong;',  compreliensive,  coinbinincr,  luminous  mind.  With  him 
hardships,  difficulties,  battles,  &c.  seem  to  have  been  matters  of  course  — 
As  he  acted  and  fouj^ht  without  pretens  ons  to  fame,  he  relates  witli  an 
interesting  simplicity: — His  modesty  is  equal  to  Iiis  courage. 
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rifory,  as  a  joint  acquisition,  whioh  slionld  he  applied  fo     CHAP. 
the  eommon  benefit.      This  was  the  principal  impediment       XV. 

to  ihe  final  patifieufion  by  all  the  States  of  tie  Articles  of  

Confeiferation  It  was  asserted  that  the  boundaries  of  any  — — — 
State,  tlioii£;li  ever  so  well  aseer(ained,  did  not  prove  the  ±779 
title  or  rljrht  of  sueh  Siate  to  all  lands  within  such  bounda- 
ries. A  distinction  was  estaWished  between  those  lands 
which  had  been  alienated  by  the  Crown,  and  were,  at  the 
date  of  Aineiiean  Independence,  vested  in  particular  per- 
sons, eitlier  sole  or  aggregate,  and  those  lands  which  re- 
mained in  the  Crown,  as  a  trust  for  the  use  of  the  public. 
The  sovereignty  of  the  Crown,  it  was  said,  had  by  the  re- 
volution been  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Power  of  the  A- 
mei'ican  Commonwealth,  that  is  to  the  Congress,  and  what- 
ever the  Crown  held  in  virtue  of  that  sovereignty,  had  ex- 
perienced the  sartie  fate.  The  Crown  lands,  then,  were  the 
prop»»rtv  of  the  whole  American  Rcnublie,  and  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  common  use  and  benefit.  Besides,  it 
was  urged  that  no  State  could  acquire  more  right,  or  pro- 
perty tiian  another  by  that  revolution  which  had  been  com- 
menced, promoted,  and  nearly  perfected  by  the  joint  eftbrt 
an'l  expence  of  tlie  whole.  The  quotas  of  the  States  pos- 
sessing unappropriated  lands  could  not,  it  was  further  ob- 
served, be  proporiionate  to  the  great  extent  of  their  Ter- 
ritories, because  their  present  inl^abitants  were  unequal  to 
such  a  burthen.  ,The  expence  of  the  war  w  as  not  to  be  es- 
timated merely  by  the  cash  it  cost ;  but  the  devastations  of 
the  enemy,  the  loss  of  lives,  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and 
of  multiplied  branches  of  industry,  ought  to  be  brought, 
into  the  accotint.  AVhen  made  on  these  principles,  the  es- 
timate rose  very  h'gh  on  those  parts  of  the  interest  defended 
whi^h  could  lose  no  lives,  because  thoy  had  no  inhabitants, 
suffer  no  d^^vastations,  because  they  had  no  improvements 
which  could  be  destroyed.  The  lands  in  question,  then, 
would,  in  their  present  state,  no  more  than  rcpa.y  the  erc- 
pencc  of  their  preservation,  and  that  expence  was  common  : 
all  the  States  exerted  themselves  with  equal  ardor,  danger, 
and  activity  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  it  was  but  reasona- 
ble they  should  all  share  alike  in  the  advantages  resulting 
from  it,  supposing  the  vacant  Territories  to  promise  more 
than  was  advanced  for  their  protection.  Whilst  these,  and 
other  reasons  wercalledged  against  the  general  claim  of  cer- 
tain States  to  their  vacant  lands,  in  general,  the  companies 
a1)ove  alluded  to  pressed  upon  the  Congress  their  particular 
interests,  and  were  heard  witli  an  itululgence.  wiiich  alarm- 
ed the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  drew  from  them  the  fol- 
lowing energetic,  clear,  and  dignilicd  remonstrance  : 

'•  The  General  ,'\ssemb!y  of  Virginia,  ever  attentive  to  Remon- 
"  the  reeonsmendations  of  Congresp,  and  desirous  to  give  f/'f'y-^  ^Lg. 
"  the  great  Council  of  the  United  Slates  every  satisfaction  ^i'^Vitme  on 
*'  iii  their  power.  con«if-tent  wilh  the  right?  and  constituU-  tV.»  subject. 
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CHAP,    i(  on  of  their  own  Commonweahli,  have  enacted  a  law  la 
XV.       a  prevent  settlements  on  the  North-west  side  of  the  Ohio 

^^^^^  «  river,  and  will  on  all  occasions,  endeavour  "to  manifest 
"  their  attachment  to  the  common  interest  of  America, 
1779  *<  and  their  earnest  wishes  to  remove  every  cause  of  jea- 
*<  lousy,  and  promote  that  mutual  confidence  and  harmony 
*<  between  the  diiferent  States,  so  essential  to  their  true  in- 
«  terest  and  safety." 

**  Strongly  impressed  with  these  sentiments,  the  Gene- 
**  ral  Assembly  of  Virs^iuia  cannot  avoid  expressing:  th» >ir 
**  surprise  and  concern  upon  the  information  that  Cim^n  ss 
**  had  received  and  cotintenanced  petitions  from  certain 
**  persons  stiling  themselves  the  Vandalia  and  Indiana  eom- 
**  panics,  assertincj  claims  to  lands  in  dellance  of  the  civil 
**  aulhority,  jurisdiction,  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
*<  and  offering;  to  erect  a  separate  government  within  the 
*'  Territory  thereof.  Sliould  Congress  assume  a  jurisdic- 
**  tion,  and  arrogate  to  themsel  es  is  right  of  adjudication, 
**  not  only  unAvurranted  by,  but  expressly  contrary  to  the 
**  fundamental  principles  of  the  confederation,  superseding 
**  or  eontroullng  the  internal  policy,  civil  regulations,  and 
*•  municipal  laws  of  this,  or  any  other  State,  it  would  he  a 
"  violation  of  public  faith,  introduce  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
**  cedent,  which  might  hereafter  he  urged  to  depri^e  of 
tt  Territory,  or  subvert  the  sovereignty  and  government 
"  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  United  States,  and  establish  in 
**  Congress  a  power,  which,  in  process  of  time,  must  (lege- 
*'  nerate  into  an  intolerable  despotism." 

**  It  is  notorious  that  the  Vandalia  and  Indiana  compa- 
"  nies  are  not  the  only  claimants  of  large  tracts  of  land,  un- 
**  der  titles  repugnant  to  our  laws  ;  that  several  men  of 
"  great  influence  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  States,  arc 
**  coticerned  in  partnership  with  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  and 
*'  other  subjects  of  the  British  King,  whi,  under  pureha- 
**  ses  from  the  Indians,  claim  extensive  tracts  of  country 
*'  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  that  propo- 
"  sitions  have  been  made  toCongress evidently  cahulated  to 
**  secure  and  guarantee  such  purchases,  so  that,  uiidcr  co- 
<*  lour  of  creating  a  common  fund,  had  those  propositions 
**  been  ad<»nted,  the  ptd)lic  would  have  been  duped  by  the 
**  arts  of  individuals,  and  great  part  of  the  ^alue  of  un- 
**  appropi'iiited  lands  converted  to  private  p;;i  poses:" 

*'  Congress  have  lately  described  and  as<ertiii:H'<J  i\\Q 
**  boundaries  of  these  United  8) ates,  as  an  uliiniatum  in 
**  their  terms  of  p<'aee.  Tlie  United  States  hold  no  'I  erri- 
**  tory  but  in  right  of  some  one  indivitlual  State  in  the  U- 
**  nion.  Tlie  'rerritoi-y  of  each  State  from  time  imme- 
*'  morial,  has  been  fixed  and  determined  by  their  respec- 
**  tivc  charters,  there  l»eing  no  other  rule  or  cr'terian  to 
**  judge  In',  shouhl  thi^se  in  any  irss^tisice.  (when  there  is  no 
«  disputetrJ'errJtory  between  particular  States)  beabridg- 
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«  ed  without  the  consent  of  the  States  affected  by  it,  gene-    CHAP. 

"  ral  contusion  must  ensue  ;  eaeli  State  would  be  subject-      XV. 

"  ed,  in  its  turn,  to  the  encroachments  of  the  others,  and  a 

**  lichi  opened  for  future  wars  and  bloodshed  ;  nor  can  any  "^ 

**  argument  be  fahiy  urged  to  prove  tliat  any  particular      ^^^^ 

**  tract  of  country  within  the  limits  claimed  by  Congress  iu 

**  behalf  of  tne  United  States,  is  no  part  of  tbe  chartered 

**  Territory  of  some  one  oftheni,  but  must  militate  with  e- 

*«  qual  force,  againsi  the  right  of  tlie  United  States  in  ge- 

«  ncral,  and  tend  to  prove  such  a  iract  of  country  (if  North- 

**  west  of  the  Ohio  river)  part  of  the  British  province  of 

*'  Canada." 

♦•  When  Virginia  acceded  to  the  articles  of  confcderati- 
**  on,  her  righis  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  within  her 
"  own  Territory,  were  reserved  and  secured  to  her,  and 
*«  c.ianot  now  be  infringed  or  altered  without  her  consent. 
**  8he  could  have  no  latent  views  of  extending  that  Terri- 
**  tory,  because  it  had  long  before  been  expressly  and  clear- 
**  ly  ileuned  in  the  act  which  ibrmed  her  new  government.'* 

*'  rhe  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  heretofore  of- 
*<  fered  Congress  to  furnish  lands  out  of  their  Territory 
**  on  the  North  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  without  pur- 
"  chase  niijuey,  to  the  troops  on  Continental  establish- 
<*  meat  of  such  of  the  confederated  States  as  had  not  un- 
"  appropriated  lauds  for  tliat  purpose,  in  conjunction  with 
**  the  other  States  holding  unappropriated  lands,  and  in 
*' such  a  proportion  as  should  be  adjusted  and  settled  by 
"  Congress  ;  which  offer,  when  accepted,  they  will  most 
<«  cheerfully  make  good  to  the  same  extent  with  the  pro- 
'*  vision  matie  by  law  for  their  own  troops,  if  Congress 
**  shall  think  fit  to  allow  the  like  quantities  of  land  to  other 
<*  troops  on  Continental  establishment.  But  although  the 
**  (jcneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  would  make  great  sacrifi- 
^*  ees  to  the  common  interest  of  America  (as  they  haveal- 
<*  ready  done  on  the  subject  of  representation)  and  will  be 
**  ready  to  listen  to  any  just  and  reasonable  propositions  for 
**  removing  the  ostensible  causes  of  delay  to  the  complete  ra- 
•♦  tification  of  the  confederation,  they  find  themselves  ini- 
<*  pelled  by  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  constituents, 
*'  to  their  posterity,  to  their  country,  and  to  the  United  States 
**  in  general,  to  remonstrate  and  protest,  and  they  do  hereby, 
**  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virgi  - 
"  nia,  expressly  protest  against  any  jurisdictio  nor  right  of 
"  adjudication  in  Congress  upon  the  petitions  of  the  V  an- 
*•'  dalia  and  Indiana  companies,  or  on  any  other  matter  or 
**  thing,  subversive  of  the  internal  policy,  civil  government, 
«*  or  sovereignty  of  this,  or  any  of  the  United  American 
*«  States,  or  unwarranted  by  the  articles  of  the  confedera- 
**  tion." 

_  To  the  principles  and  spirit  of  this  remonstrance,  Virgi- 
nia firmly  adhered  until  Ihegenerous  cession  of  her  North 
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CHAP,    western  Territory  to  the   United  States,  the  motives  for 
XV.        Mhieli  will  be  developed  in  the  proper  pljice. — borne  otiier 
resolves  of  (he  General  Assembly  of  Virj^iuia,  at  thoir 
'  ' '  autumnal  Session  of  1779,  conveyed  to  Congress  the  senti- 
1779       meats  of  the  State  on  subjects  scarcely  less  delicate  than 
the  question  of  vacant  Territories.     Conj^ress  had  called 
•  ^^°^^^^^'   on  the  States  /or  provisions  and  other  ariiclos  on  coulinen- 
(ieneraiAs-  ^^^  accouut,  but  claimed  the  power  of  regulaiing  the  pii- 
sembi)  at      CCS  of  tlie  objects  thus  furnished.     Virginia  oppos»'d  this 
their  Octo-    assumption.     Sbe  also  contended  for  the  right  of  jmlging 
er  .  ession,  ^j^jj^g  miiity  and  expediency  of  measures  recommended  by 
that  body  ^  and  declaring  that  she    would,  at  all  times> 
bear  her  full  share  of  common  burthens   with  alacrity, 
urged  the  propriety  of  a  satisfactory  statement  by  Congress 
of  all  the  expenditures  of  the  continent.     "I'here  being  no 
coercive  power  in  Congress,  the  States  remote  from  dan- 
ger were  remiss  or  irregular  in  furnishing  their  qtiotas 
of  men  and  supplies,  and  the  whole  load  fell  on  the  exposed 
States,  where  every  nerve  was  strained  to  maintain  a  strug- 
gle glorious  and  beneficial  to  all.     This  must  naturally 
have  excited  jealousy  and  complaint. — The  account  of  Vir- 
.  ginia  with  the   United  States  was  extremely  complicated, 
as  the  dematid  commenced  from  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
To  adjust  it,  required  calm,  disp;issionate  Chancellors,  and 
not  prejudiced  Judges,  and  the  opening  of  the  land   office 
had  certainly  prejudiced  Congress  against  the  State.  Poli- 
cy required  an  enlargement  rather  than  a  negation  of  pow- 
er to   the    General  Congress  :  but  their  authority  must 
bind  all  the  States,  or  bind  none  of  them. 

At  this  Session,  the  Assembly  determined  the  quantity 
of  land  which  should  be  allowed  to  ollicers  and  soldiers, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,*  and  provided  means  of  keeping  va- 
cant, the  country  allotted  them,  i'axation  was  again  ex- 
tended. Indeed,  the  Legislators  found  themselves  cheated 
in  every  essay  of  this  nature,  by  the  depreciation  inter- 
vening between  the  declaration  of  the  tax  and  the  actual 
receipt.  Yet,  taxation  was  not  to  be  abandoned.  Either 
taxes  must  assist  in  supporting  the  common  cause,  or  the 
people  must,  after  lavishing  so  much  blood  and  treasure, 
submit  to  an  inglorious,  humiliating,  and  disadvantageous 
peace.  Acts  against  excessive  gaming,  monopoly,  and  ex- 
tensive credits,  which  the  rapid  increase  of  depreciation 

*  To  a  Colonel, 5,000  Acres, 

a  Lieut.  Col. 4,500 

Major, 4,000 

Captain,        -        -     •  -        -        -        -        -       -     3,000 

Every  Subaltern,  Chaplain,  Surgeon,  Surgeon's  mate,  2,000 
Every  Non  commissioned  officer,        -        -        -    -        4i.'0 

Every  Soldier  and  Sailor,        ....         -        100 

Officers  in  navy — the  si;r.ie — in  proportion  to  rank.     In  1780,  the  Assembly 

granted  to  a  MajoV  General -     15,000  acr's. 

(To  Baron  SteMbentiiC  same.)  Brigadier  Genex-a],        -       -     10,000 
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rendered  ruinous,  are  among  the  labours  of  <his  Session*    CHAP. 
The  Governor  was  authorized  to  march  1,300  mllilia  lo      XV. 
Suuth  Carolina,  and  invested  with  extraordinary  powers,  ,____^_ 
in  case  of  an  invasion.     The  State-troops  for  the  defence  * 

of  tile  Eastern  frontier  were  incorporated  with  the  artille-  1779 
ry  and  garrison  corps  ;  the  eavalry  was  reduced  to  three 
troops,  and  the  parties  on  the  Western  borders,  formed  in- 
to one  regiment.  The  small  navy  of  the  State*  was  reor- 
ganized ;  and  the  re-enlistment  of  the  troops  in  the  Conti- 
nental servioe,  encouraged  with  usual  solicitude. 

The  situation  of  Virginia,  and  the  produce  of  her  soil,  Encourag'e- 
as  well  as  the  wants  of  her  citizens,  invited  foreign  com-  "™ent  offo; 
merce  to  her  ports.  Already  several  French  merchants  me^/*''"' 
and  seamen  had  visited  her  shores  ;  and,  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  Independence,  other  nations  would,  it  was  probable, 
soon  open  with  her  a  similar  intercoui'se.  This  induced 
the  General  Assembly  to  pass  "  an  Act  for  the  protection 
and  encouragenient  of  the  commerce  of  nations,  acknow- 
ledging the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca." The  treaty  of  commerce  with  France  had  provided 
for  the  establishment  of  Consuls,  or  commercial  agents. 
Virgioia  recollects  the  Chevalier  Danmours  the  first  per- 
son that  ever  acted  in  that  capacity,  within  her  Territory. 
His  appointment  was  the  occasion  of  the  act  just  mention- 
ed. A  proclamation  of  the  Governor  accredited  him  as 
French  Consul,  and  promulgated  the  fundamental  rules  of 
future  commercial  intercourse  with  friendly  nations. 

It  ought  not  to  be  omitted  that,  at  this  Session,  the  sus-  Salaries  of 
pension  of  the  laws  giving  salaries  to  the  Clergy,  hitherto  entirelvT^ 
temporary,  was  rendered  perpetual.  boiiihed. 


*  To  be  «oW— Ships  Tartar   and  Dragon — Gallies  Henrj',   Manly,    Hero,, 
Page,  Lewis  and  State-guard. 
Retained — Ship  Thetis,  Brig  Jeffer>on,  Gallies,  Accomack  and  Diligence, 

Boats,  Patriot  and  Liberty,  one  Lockout  boat  to  oe  biiilt. 
Retained  also,  ship  Gloucester,  for  a  prison-ship,  and  Tempesi,  until  the 
Thelis  shoiUd  be  ready  for  sea. 
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tiir  Henry  Clinton  goes  to  South  Carolina — Sun^ender  of 
Cliavleston — Virginian  officers  liilled  during  tlie  Siege-— 
The  Americans  surprised  at  Monk's  Corner — Colonel 
White  defeated  by  Tarieton — Depredations  of  the  British 
— Buford  defeated  bij  Tarieton — Measures  of  sir  Henry 
Clinton  after  the  fall  of  Charleston — Clinton  returns 
to  J^'nv  York — Dispositions  of  Cornwullis — Morements 
of  the  disaffected  in  J^'orth  Carolina — State  of  things  in 
Virgiiila — Baron  Dc  Katb  is  sent  to  the  South — Proceed- 
ings of  the  Virginia  Legislature — Patriotism  of  the  Vir- 
ginian Ladies — Gates  is  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
SouUiern  departnunt — His  embarrassments — Gates  joins 
De  Kalb — t'ind  marches  towards  the  enemy — Is  joined  by 
Caswell  and  Fortctfeld — Battle  of  Camden — Gaies  is 
defeated,  and  rdn  ats  to  Hili-borough — His  exertions  to 
re-create  the  army — Zeal  oflhe  Southern  States  to  retrierve 
their  affairs — lUgorof  CornwaUis — Coniwallis  marciies 
from  Camden — Ferguson's  dfeat — Cornwullis  falls  back 
to  Wynnsborough — Tarieton  is  dffeatedby  Sampler — Ge- 
neral GaUs  is  suececd£d  by  General  Green, 

CHAP.       As  soon  as  the  failure  of  the  attempt  upon  Savannah, 
X\  1.      antl  the  departure  of  Count  D'Estaingfroni  the  American 
coast,  had  removed  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  alarm  for  (he  safe- 
■'■  ty  of  NewYork,  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  the  South- 

1780      ern  States,  whose  climate  would  favour  >vinter  operations. 
Sir  Henry  ^"^  whose  exposed  condition  invited  emerprizc.     A  strong 
Cliivfon         detachment,  consisting   of  infantry  and  cavalry,  was  em- 
goes  loS.      barked  at  New  York,  with  abundant  supplies  of  every  des- 
Caroluia.       cription.     General  Clinton  himself  was  to  command  these 
troo^is,  and  Admiral  Arhutluiot  to  escort   the  armament, 
with  an  adequate  naval  force.     On  the  20tli  of  December, 
1779,  the  \s!.ole   sailed  from  Sandy  Hook.     Tempestuous 
weather  dispersed  the  ilcet :  some  ships   were  taken,  some 
lost ;  the  horses  and  licavy  ordnance  were  in  tlte  latter : 
and  scarcely  any  of  the  siiips,  escaped  the  fury  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  hostile  Cruizcrs,  reached  Tyhee  in  Georgia,  the 
appointed  place  of  rend(  zvous,  bcibre  the  close  of  January, 
Febr'vll      1~S0.     Af'sep  repairiug  injuries,  Clinton   sailed  for  Ed isto 
Sound  in  South  C-aioliua,  and  landed  on  Jolm's  Island,  and 
at  Siouo  ferry.     S!e  then  slowly  and  cautiously  advanced 
towanis  i  liurh'Htuii,  forming  depots,  and  erecting   forts  at 
vi'.rious  points  of  Siis  rotitc,  cipher  from  fxtrej^ie  caution  in- 
culcated by  tiic  vigorous  repulse  whit;h  he  had  experieuced 


VIRGINIA.  S7& 

before  Charleston,  in  177fi,  or  wiHi  a  view  lo  seduce  Lin-  CII\P. 
coin  to  continue  in  that  place.     Twelve  hundred  Auxilia-      XVI, 
ries  from  Savannah, Joined  him  duiinf;  his  approach,  and 
this  junction  met  with  scarcely  any  other  interruption  than 
a  conflict  between  Tarleton's  legion  and  Lieutenant  Co-      ijf^ 
lonel  Washington's*  cavah*y.     In  tliis  rencounter,  Wash- 
ington repulsed  his  opponent,  and  look  seven  prisoners,  a- 
mong  whom,  the  celebrated  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hamilton 
of  the  North  Carolina  royal  regiment.     So  slow  was  the 
progress  of  Sir  Henry,  that  he  did  not  reach  the  banks  of 
tfie  Ashley  river  before  the  :29th  of  March,  having  pro-  ^^^^^  29 
eeeded  only  30  miles  since  the  llth  of  February.     On  the 
30th  he  crossed  tlie  Ashley,  and  on  the  following  day,  in- 
vested Charleston.       - 

Had  Lincoln  yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  his  own  mind, 
he  would  have  imitated  t!ic  cautious  system  of  the  Ame- 
rican Fabius — abandoned  the  Metropolis,  for  the  protecti- 
on of  the  whole  country,  or,  at  least,  of  its  most  important 
parts — presented  a  central  point  round  which  the  scattered 
detachments  of  the  Soutli  might  have  collected — invigora- 
ted j'csistanee — awed  disalTection — harrassed,  and,  perliaps, 
cru^ied  the  Britisli  troops,  wlioji  separated  from  their 
ships — unfortunately,  numherless  inflnences  overruled  the 
dictatesiof  his  own  judgment.  The  implied  wish  of  Con- 
gress that  he  should  not  sacrifice  tlie  naval  force  in  the 
harbour,  and  tlie  magazines  and  military  stores  collected 
in  the  town,  to  remove  which  no  sufficient  number  of  wag- 
gons could  be  procured — the  resolution  unanimously  ta- 
ken, in  a  full  House,  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
to  defend  the  town  to  the  last  extremity — the  anxiety  of 
the  Governor  and  the  people  to  protect  their  flourishing 
and  proud  Metropolis — finally,  the  promise  of  ahundant 
succours,!  such  were  the  causes  which  impelled  Lincoln 


*  of  StafTord  County,  Virgiiiia. 

f  Lincoln  received  a  reinfoj  cement  of  j  or  400  Virg-inia  regulars  com^ 
manded  by  Col.  Heth,  and  some  new  levies  and  militia  from  North  Caroli- 
na. The  fleet  consisted  of  four  Continental  fiigates,  two  French  vessels 
of  war,  one  of  26,  the  other  of  eighteen  guns,  two  brigs  of  20  guns,  and  one 
of  16  guns. — During  the  siege  (April  10,)  GenenJ  Woodford,  detached  Ijy 
Washington  from  Morristown,  entered  the  place  with  tlie  old  Virginia 
line,  about  seven  hundred  effectives.  General  Hiiger  with  ihe  Xorth  Ca- 
rolina line  had  already  arrive<l — Ihe  whole  garrison  then  amounted  to  a- 
bout  2,000  regidars — 1,000  North  Carolina  militia — and  the  citizens  of 
Chaileston. — The  force  of  the  enemy  was  between  11  and  12,01)0  viz  :  a- 
bout  8,000  in  the  lines  l)efore  ihe  town,  and  4,000  imder  Corn wal lis  on  the 
North  side  of  Cooper  river,  (we  speak  here  of  tilings  as  thev  were  .\priZ 
27) — Rutledge  was  endeav(Hii-ing  to  Ibrm  a  camp  North  of  the  Santee, 
with  a  view  to  force  Cornwaliis's  posts  on  the  North  of  Cooncr  river,  and 
throw  provisions  into  the  town.  He  had  v^-ith  liim  (Aprii  27)  400  niililia 
and  300  regidars.  The  succours  going  to  him  were  42U  infantvv  and  60 
horse  under  Colonel  Porteifield — regulars — to  join  Rulledge  about  tlie 
end  of  May.  200  horse  under  Colonel  Armand — a  little  beliind  Porter- 
ficid— 1,900  Maryland  and  Delaware's  regulars — ui\dtr  Baron  De  K;dh — 
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to  stand  a  siege.  The  interesting  details  ef  the  operations 
which  arose  from  the  attack  and  defence  have  been  amply 
and  ably  recorded  by  several  Aniepican  Historians.  Clin- 
ton broke  ground  on  the  ist  of  April  ;  on  the  7ih  of  May 
his  artillery  was  mounted  in  the  batteries  of  his  third  pa- 
rallel, and  on  the  1 2th  Charleston  surrendered.  The  pas- 
sage of  the  bap  had  been  found  indefensible,  owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  within  it  ,*  and  the  Bi'itish  fleet 
passing  Fort  Moultrie  without  much  injury,  had  efficiently 
co-operated  with  the  land  forces.  It  was  not  then  the  los» 
of  their  honour,  but  the  loss  of  their  army  and  property, 
that  the  Americans  had  to  deplore.  To  yield  to  so  supe- 
rior a  f.  rce  was  no  disgrace,  but  the  capture  of  the  main 
body  of  the  Southern  army,  was  a  deep  woimd — a  wound, 
thecflTects  of  which  were  felt  in  the  very  bowels  of  all  the 
Southern  States,  and  caused  there  an  inllammation  which 
had  like  to  consume  their  life-blood. 

The  terms  of  the  capitulation  surrendered  to  the  victor, 
the  town  and  fortifications,  the  shipping,  artillery,  and  all 
other  public  property  whatever,  in  their  present  condition. 
The  Continental  troops,  the  militia,  the  sailors  and  all 
armed  citizens,  became  prisoners  of  war  ;  the  militia  \ind 
the  citizens  to  be  paroled — the  regulars  to  be  conducted  to 
some  convenient  place  and  to  remain  there,  until  ex- 
changed, audio  receive  good  treatment.  Officers  retained 
their  horses,  arms,  baggage  and  servants — but  their  horses 
were  not  to  be  taken  out  of  Charleston.  Neither  the  per- 
sons nor  the  property  of  the  militia  and  the  inhabitants,  were 
to  be  molested,  so  long  as  they  observed  their  paroles — and 
the  sick  were  to  receive  that  attention  which  humanity  dic- 
tated. The  garrison  would  march  out  of  town,  and  deposit 
their  arms  in  front  of  the  works  of  the  place  j  but  the  drums 
were  not  to  beat  a  British  march,  or  the  colours  to  be  un- 
cased. 

Among  the  defenders  of  Charleston,  were  some  of  those 
patriotic  Virginians,  who,  at  the  earliest  call  of  their  in- 
jircd  country,  had  buokled  on  theii'  armour,  and  assisted 
in  driving  Lord  Dun  more  from  their  native  State.  Colo- 
nel liichard  Parker,  of  the  first  Virginia  regiment,  towai'ds 
the  close  of  the  siege,  received  a  ball  in  his  head,  and  fell 
lifeless  in  the  trenches.  Captain  Peyton  met  Avith  the  same 
honourable  death  Briga<lier  General  AVoodford  was  doom- 
ed to  languish  and  die  in  a  state  of  captivity.* 


expected  to  join  about  the  28th  of  June. 

4,000  Noi-th  Carolina  militia,      "^        ,,       .    .      ^i         i    r    «  .i  «  ,/iti        i 

(call  them  onlv  2,000)  I  f u"  "^  f  *f  t  t  *''T     •  •  t       t '"« 

2,500  Vir^r.ia  m-ilitia,    ^  H^V':  t'l  "  1  •'imi  ™f1,T  '" 

(call  them  1250,  or  1000)        J  *°  '^*  ^''^  *^'^  ^^'^  °*  •'"^>'- 

•  The  treatment  of  the  Amencan  prisoners   in  South  Carolina  ]ire«crt5 
another  hideous  view  of  tlie  character  j^iven  to  the  war  by  the  British.' 
Wc  use  here  an  authority  not  to  1)6  denied,  tliat  of  the  veridic  Ramsay. 
Trisoners  were  at  first  confined  in  tJie  vaults  with  tlic  dcadT-aflcrwards  in 
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To  preserve  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
country,  durins*  the  siege,  General  Lincoln  hail  placed  the 
regular  cavalry,  amounting  to  three  hundred  men,  with  a 
small  body  of  militia,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Hugcr.  These  were  encamped  at  Monk's  Cor- 
ner. Clinton,  anxious  for  the  eoniplcje  investiture  of 
Charleston,  determined  to  strike  that  nont.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Webster  was  eutrusJed  with  this  service.  The 
latter  detached  Tarleton,  reinforced  by  Major  Ferguson's 
corps  of  riflemen,  towards  Monk's  Cornerv  A  surprise 
was  judged  adviseable.  They  accidentally  met  v/'rh  a  ne- 
gro, whom  a  small  pecuniary  reward  easily  induced  <o  con- 
duct the  British,  in  the  night,  and  through  unfi  equoTited 
paths,  to  ihe  American  eneampnient.  At  3  o'clock  in 
the  >norninff,  they  reached  Monk's  Corner,  and  although 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  cavalry  had  ta- 
ken the  precaution  of  keening  his  horses  saddled  and  bri- 
dled, and  although  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  Videttes, 
yet  Tarleton  fell  upon  the  party  with   such  impetuosity. 
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prison-ships — obliged  continually  to  stand  up  for  want  of  room  to  lie  down 
— no  douceitr  could  be  procured  for  the  sick.— In  13  months,  vipwards  of 
800  perished.  In  violation  of  the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  the  Oontiiien- 
tal  troops  were  put  on  board  pi-ison-ships- where  distress  of  e>er\-  Icind 
assailed  and  consumed  them— British  emissaries  enco'ivag-ed  'liem  to  en- 
list in.  the  royal  service — clothing-  and  money  sent  for  tlifm  by  Congress, 
they  were  denied— the  object  was  to  wear  out  their  patience,  and  tluis 
force  them  to  enlist.  The  rations  allowed  to  tlie  wives  and  children  of 
some,  were,  upon  their  refusal,  withdrawn — and  these  helpless,  wretched 
beings  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  famine.  Physicians  were  presented  ti-om 
visiting  the  sick. — Tlie  ladies  of  Ciiarleston,  without  distinciion  of  whig 
-and  tory,  at  lencrth  relieved  the  sutterers.  The  Continent?.!  officers  were 
confined  to  Haddrell's  Point  and  the  vicinity  -  no  civility  .shewn  thejn. — 
They  were  even  debarred  of  the  liberty  of  fishing,  (which,  in  their  present 
situation,  was  for  them  more  tlian  amu&rment.)  They  were  informed  in 
March  1781,  that  Cornwallis  had  ordered  them  to  some  one  oftJic  TV.  India 
Islands — ^but  this  was  prevented  i^y  a  general  exchange  of  pri.'ioncrs-  in  die 
Southern  department.  The  citizens  of  the  tmvn  who  adhered  to  their  pa- 
roles, though  not  allowed  rations,  were  precluded  from  exerci.3ing  their 
respective  trades — ^Loyalists  were  forbidden  to  employ  them — the  moper- 
ty  of  those,  who  had  any,  was  not  respected — Clirisitopher  Gadsdenj  the 
aged  and  respectable  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  other  friends  (f  America, 
prisoners  on  parole,  were  removed  to  St.  Augustine — though  charged  v/itli 
no  breacli  of  parole,  there  they  were  treated  with  revolting  indignities,  com- 
pelledto  appear  every  day,  on  the  public  parade,  and  to  ansv.-er  to  tlieir 
names  at  roll-calling.  Retaliation  for  Andre  on  tlieir  persons,  was  drtiJv  inti- 
mated. Tliey  were  not  allowed  to  corres]wind  fi  eely  with  their  wives  or  friends 
— when  a  ge  eral  exchange  of  prisoners  took  place  in  Mav,  1781,  the-'  were 
released,  l>at  not  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes.  Titev  were  sen*^  to  Philadel- 
f)hia — tl'cir  wives  and  children  were,  at  the  sume  time,  torn  from  their  habits- 
tidn.s,  and  transported  to  the  same  place,  to  share  with  their  husbands  and 
fathers  exile  and  poverty — All  this  requires  no  corsiment.  It  rraist  be  ob- 
.<»erved,  however,  that  if'thc  loyalty  of  Clinton.  Cornwaiiis,  Rawdon,  Baltour, 
filazier,  Stc.  admitted  of  a  doubt,  they  might  be  suppectc  d  of  il^^  ing  intend- 
ed, by  such  w.anton  seventies,  the  complete  .'ubvcrsion  of  tlie  British  Em- 
pire in  America  For,  depend  upon  it,  s'lch  is  tlie  nattn-e  of  the  hun-.aii 
heart, th.it  temrium  will  never  effect  anv  thing  in  the  end.  In  fact,  tiie\ 
served  the  American  c.uise,  and  not  their  King.  Persfciition,  v/hether  po- 
litic dor  religious,  alu  avs  will  defeat  iU;  obj.rct's.  ("Sec  Eumsav's  S.  Caroli 
n.-i,  Vol.  II.)  '  •  , 
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CHAP,    that  ne  efficient  resistance  could  be  offered.     General  Hu- 
XVI.      ger,  Colonels  Washington  and   Janiicson  found  safety  in 

their  knowledge  of  th'3  country.     It  was  there  that  Tarle- 

"  ton's  dragoons  began  their  career  of  brutal  outrage  in  the 

1780  South.  Stednian,  a  British  Historian  incitioned  before, 
and  who  was  in  this  affair,  has  |)reserved  parfieulars, 
The  Ameri-  ^hieh  the  austcrc  pencil  of  truth  is  some*  imes  compelled 
sed^t^"^^"  to  delineate,  but  from  which  humanity  always  turns  her 
Monk'sCor-  eyes  in  disgust.  About  thirty  of  tbc  American  cavalry 
ner,  were  slain  or  taken  ;  (he  militia,  stationed  at  some  dis- 

Aprill4.  ^ance,  in  a  meeting  house,  were  charged  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets, and  dispersed.  This  unfortunate  affair  threw  into 
the  hands  of  the  British  a  considerable  number  of  wag- 
gons and  horses,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  pro- 
visions and  clothing.  Tt  also  gave  to  Webster  the  com- 
mand «f  the  country  between  the  Wando,  and  the  Cooper. 
Soon  after.  Lord  Cornwallis  united  his  detacliraent  with 
the  force  under  Webster,  and  overran  the  whole  country, 
south  of  the  Santec,  burning  all  the  grain  and  killing  all 
the  cattle,  which  he  could. not  carry  off.  His  posts  on  the 
Cooper- river  prevented  all  communication  wi(h  ihe  town, 
and  rendered  the  blockade  complete.  Governor  Rutledge, 
who  had  hitherto  found  his  dictatorial  authority  of  little 
avail,  in  collecting  the  militia,  endeavoured  to  form  a 
camp  on  the  North  side  of  the  Santee,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
lodge  Cornwallis  from  the  Northern  margin  of  the  Cooper, 
or,  at  least,  to  harrass  his  foraging  detachments.  After 
the  disaster  at  Monk's  Corner,  the  remainrs  of  the  Ameri- 
can cavalry  had  retired  to  that  post,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Col.  W  bite,  of  Moylan's  regiment.  There 
also  about.  400  regulars,  parts  of  Scott's  and  Woodford's 
corps,  headed  by  Colonel  Buford  of  Virginia,  who  had  ar- 
rived too  late  to  enter  the  invested  place,  had  sought  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  serviceable-  From  that  station, 
Col.\\Tute  ^Yijj^g  anxiously  watched  the  foe,  with  a  view  to  inflict  on 
TaSon,  ^  his  marauders  some  sudden  and  successful  blow.  The 
May  6.'  wished  for  moment  soon  arrived.  A  foragins:  party  ap- 
proached ;  crossing  the  Santee  at  Dupuy's  ferry,  White  in- 
tercepted tliat  party,  with  which  he  retired  to  Lenncw's 
ferry,  on  the  same  river,  expecting  to  find  there  means  of 
transnortation  for  himself,  his  men,  and  his  prisoners. 
Tarleton  was  on  the  same  day,  proceeding  to  the  same 
point,  to  observe  the  situation  and  movementsof  the  Ameri- 
cans. A  Loyalist  informed  him  on  the  road,  of  the  success 
and  intention  of  White,  who,  not  having  found  the  neces- 
sary boats  at  the  appointed  place,  was  resting  his  troops, 
until  they  appeared.  Stimulated  by  this  intelligence,  Tarle- 
ton with  his  usual  celerity,  urged  his  legion  forward,  and 
unexpectedly  attacking  White,  repeated  the  catastrophe  of 
Monk*s  Corner.  Some  of  the  Americans  cut  their  way 
through  the  British  cavalry  ;  others  escaped  by  swimming. 


VIRGINIA.  383 

Tlic  prisoners  were  rescued,  having  risen  on  their  guard,    CHAP, 
just  as  the  boat  was  pusiiing  otFio  convey  them  to  the  op-      XVI. 
posite  bank.     The  Americans  had  about  thirty  men  killed 
or  taken. 

The  British  had  reduced  plundering  to  a  system — Plate, 
horses,  negroes,  indigo,  and  other  articles  of  value,  were 
collected  into  a  public  stock,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the    Dgpredati- 
royal  army.     So  considerable  was  the  quantity  of  booty  in  ons  ofthe 
the  market,  that,  notwithstanding  the  cheapness  resulting  British. 
from  this   overiiow,  the  dividend  of  a  Major  General  a- 
mouuted  to  more  than   four  thousand  guiueas.     To  this 
must  be  added  the  fruits  of  private  rapine,  exceeding,  per- 
haps, what  was  thrown  into  a  common  mass.     Cargoes  of 
slaves  and  other  spoil,  w»5re  sent  to  West-India  markets. 
Noble   trophies!      Eternal   monuments   of   heroic   war- 
fare ! 

The  Metropolis  of  South-Carolina,  and  the  main  body  of 
the  Southern  army,  having  thus  been  involved  in  a  com- 
mon fate,  by  falling  together  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
the  next  object  of  tbe  victor  was  to  suppress  opposition  in 
«very  part  ofthe  State.  Three  British  divisions  were  put 
in  motion.  The  first,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown, 
moved  up  the  Savannah  to  Augusta  ;  the  second,  headed  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Balfour,  following  the  Southern  banks 
ofthe  Waterec,  proceeded  to  Ninety- six  ;  while  ihe  third, 
led  by  Lord  Cornwallis  crossed  the  Santee  and  look  post 
on  the  North  side  of  it,  about  57  miles  below  Camden. 
This  last  column  consisted  of  3,900  men,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter joined  by  1200  more,  with  a  design  to  establish  a  post 
at  Camden,  and  proceed  higher  up  the  country.  Intelli- 
gence of  this  was  received  at  Camden,  on  the  27th  of  May. 
General  Huger,  who  commanded  the  North  Carolina 
troops  under  General  Caswell,  and  the  Virginia  Continen- 
tals under  Col.  Buford,  ordered  them  to  retreat,  the  for- 
mer to  Pedee  river,  and  the  latter  to  Salisbury,  where 
l^orterfield  had  now  arrived,  with  a  detacliment  of  four 
liundred  men,  from  Virginia.  Caswell  made  good  his  re- 
treat; but  Colonel  Buford's  corps  was  doomed  to  feel  the  Buford  de- 
keen  edge  ofthe  British  sabre.  Cornwallis  delegated  to  l^t'^^f'^^^^ 
Tarleton  the  destruction  of  tbat  corps.  After  a  rapid 
march  of  105  miles  in  fifty-four  hours,  Tarleton  overtook 
the  retreating  party,  at  the  Waxhaws,  near  tlie  borders  of 
Nortli  Carolina.  Heat  and  fatigue  had  caused  several  of  jfaj  29. 
the  British  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  to  drop  into  the 
rear.  To  give  them  time  to  como  up,  and  the  better  to 
make  his  dispositioiis  for  the  attack,  Tarleton  proposed  to 
Buford  terms  of  a  surrctider.  Scarcely  had  the  negocia- 
tion  comment^cd,  when  the  British  furiously  charged  the 
Americans,  most  of  them  still  unaeriuainted  with  Buford's 
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(.'HAP.    rejection  of  the  proposed  terms,*  and,  consequently,  irre- 
XVI.      solute  and  unpve|»ai'ed.     The  waggons,  cannon,  aiul  bag- 
gage ha(i  been  ordered  to  continue  their  march,  and  a  po- 

'^^"'^'  sii  ioii  ti^ken  in  an  open  wood,  on  tiie  right  side  oi*  the  road. 

4-fiQ  T'iC!  e  the  infantry  was  drawn  up  in  one  line,  and,  accord- 
iui^  to  I'arlcton's  account,  they  received  orders  to  re- 
tain their  llie,  till  the  British  dragoons  were  quite  close. — If 
so.  the  suddenness  of  the  assault  must  have  rendered  imprac- 
licaltie  the  more  elHcient  plan  of  a  successive  tire  by  pla- 
{ooas  or  divisions,  commencetl  at  a  proper  distance,  and  vi- 
gt>rousl,v  niHiutained.  Th«  British  leader  more  justify  ani- 
nuidvei'tson  Buford,  for  not  having  phiced  his  waggons  in 
the  front  and  rear  of  his  corps.  As  the  road  was  lined 
with  woods  on  each  side,  this  would  have  effectually  bro- 
ken ihe  iitiiiok  of  the  British  Cavalry;  and  it  is  even  pro- 
bable thatMio  attack  would  have  been  made.  The  milita- 
ry uniuils  both  of  ancient  and  modern,  times  afford  parallel 
instances  not  oiily  of  protection,  but  of  galling  annoyance 
to  the  foe,  dei'ivcd  from  such  a  disposition.  But  it  the 
American  Commander  was  <'hargeable  with  an  error  of  the 
judgment,  Tarlcton  was  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  crime 
— cruelty  to  an  unresisting  enemy.  Attacking  the  Ame- 
ricans, iu  both  flanks  with  dismounted  troops,  and  in  front 
with  cavalry,  he  instanily  created  confuL^ion  and  dismay. 
A  few  ofBuford's  men  fired  ;  the  rest  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  begged  foi*  quarter.  No  quarter  was  given.  One  hun- 
dred ami  thirty  Ameiicans  were  Idlled  on  the  spot 5  one 
hundred  and  fifty  so  barbarously  mangled  that  the  san- 
guinary foe  was  obliged  to  parole  them  on  the  ground. 
Fesw  of  these  survived.  Fifty  three  prisoners,  still  capa- 
ble of  being  moved,  accompanied  the  victor  to  Camden. 
Two  pieces  of  ordnance,  several  waggons,  and  otlicr  objects, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British.  Buford,  a  few  horsemen, 
and  about  one  hundred  advancetl  infantry  found  safety  in 
flight — Resentment  was  in  their  hearts ;  they  swore  to 
revenge  their  mangled,  butchered  comrades  ;  and  commu- 
nicated far  and  wide  the  spirit  which  animated  their  own 
bosoms  against  the  ruthless  legion,  and  its  blood-thirsty 
leader.  **  In  the  annals  of  our  Indian  wars  [says  Henry 
Lee,  the  same  distinguished  officer  whom  wc  have  lately 
seen  at  Powle's  Hook,  and  who  was  afterwards  more  than 
once  opposed  in  battle  to  the  ferocious  Tarleton,  to  whom 
he  did  not  yield  in  enterprize,  activity  and  courage,  while 
he  surpassed  him  in  a  >irtue  w  hich  he  always  cherished,  e- 
ven  amidst  the  irritations  of  the  time — humanity]  nothing 
is  to  be  found  more  shocking  than  the  barbarity  exercised 


•  Henry  Lee  alone  makes  Buford  propose  the  terms,  and  Tarleton  reject 
them.  As  Tarleton  hiis  given  both  the  summons,  mid  Buford's  negiilive 
letter,  and  as  all  historians  concur  with  him,  we  have  followed  the  general 
belief.    The  other  fact  would  considerably  aggi-avate  Tai-lelon's  barbarity. 
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on  Buford's  men  :  and  (his  bloody  day  only  wanted  the 
war  dance  and  the  roasting  fire  to  have  placed  it  first  in 
the  records  of  torture  and  of  death  in  the  West.*'  From 
British  historians  themselves,  the  pre-eminent  ferocity  of 
the  legion  has  extorted  stern  censure.  "  In  the  victory  o- 
ver  Buford,  says  Stedman,  humanity  was  totally  forgot." 
Lord  Cornwallis  probably  thought  differently  ;  for,  in  his 
official  report,  he  bestowed  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarle- 
ton  the  highest  encomiums,  and,  in  a  special  manner  re- 
commanded  him  to  royal  favour.  Tarleton  aspired  to 
everlasting  fame  :  he  has  acquired  it.  Long  sliall  his  name 
be  remembered,  and  execrated,  wherever  humanity  dwells. 
In  Virginia  there  still  exists,*  to  our  knowledge,  a  living 
monument  of  bis  barbarity,  a  poor,  mangled,  disfigured, 
old  soldier,  of  Buford's  parly,  who  was  left  for  dead  on  the 
goary  field  ,•  he  artlessly,  but  feelingly  tells  the  tale  of  hor- 
ror ;  the  rising  generation  nursed  in  the  lap  of  peace,  inno- 
cence and  security,  listen  to  him  with  commingled  asto- 
nishment, sympathy  and  doubt  ;  they  could  not  believe  the 
shocking  details  of  the  aged  narrator,  did  not  his  mutilated 
frame  aver  their  truth,  and  history  confirm  this  sad  evi- 
dence. In  the  mean  while,  the  horrid  fu<;t  sinks  deep  into 
themiuds  of  our  children.  They  learn  what  British  warfare 
was,  and  may  still  be — They  learn  at  what  price  liberty  has 
been  purchased — and  must  perhaps  be  preserved.  The 
thought  kindles  and  feeds  in  their  breasts  a  holy  indigna- 
tion ;  and  the  cruelties  practised  in  1780,  re-act,  even  at 
this  day,  against  their  perpetrators,  and  restore  that  equi- 
librium of  good  and  evil,  which  the  great  author  of  nature 
never  permits  long  to  be  disturbed  ! 

The  capture  or  destruction  of  all  the  Continental  for- 
ces in  South  Carolina,  stifled  resistance  for  a  time.  Las- 
situde, impotence,  and  want  of  concert,  prevented  exertion  ; 
a  sullen  calm  pervaded  the  cotmtry ;  in  short,  liberty  seem- 
ed to  have  expired. — Atfirst,the  royal  Commander  had,  by 
a  minatory  proclamation,  denounced  the  extremity  of  ven- 
geance against  such  inhabitants  as  should  oppose  in  arms 
the  restoration  of  the  British  Govei'nment.  Apparent 
clemency  succeeded  these  threats.  On  the  first  of  June, 
Clinton  and  Arbuthnot,  as  Commissioners  for  re-establish- 
ing tranquility  and  good  order,  offered  to  those  individu- 
als who  should  return  to  their  allegiance,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions *'  a  full  and  free  pardon  for  their  past  treasonable 
*•  offences,  and  a  reinstatement  in  the  possession  of  all  those 
"  rights  and  immunities  which  they  heretofore  had  cnjoy- 
**  ed  under  a  free  British  Govermcnt,  exempt  from  tax- 
*'  ation,  except  by  their  own  Legislatures."     Many  persons 


CHAP. 
XVI. 


1780 


T\f  ensures  of 
Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  af- 
ter the  fall 
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ton. 
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CHAP,     obeyed  this  call,  and  renewed  their  allegiance.    At  Beau- 
XVI.      fort,  Camden,  and  Nineij  Six,  tl»e  people  sul)mitted  on  con- 

dilion  that  Wiey  sliouhl  enjoy  for  themselves,  and  their 

.  ~'  property  the  same  protection  and  security  as  British  sub- 
1780  j^'^'^s.  To  maintain  this  submission,  British  posts  were  es- 
tablished at  suitable  points.  Except  on  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina,  no  symptom  of  resistance  now  manifested 
itself.  1  he  inhabitants  of  the  state  now  consisted  of  two 
prominent  classes — the  Loyalists^and  those  who  look  tiieir 
Situation  to  be  that  of  neuirals,  or  prisoners  on  parole.  The 
latter  were  soon  awakened  from  this  dream  of  fancied 
neutrality,  by  a  proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  de- 
luBe  "  daring  "  all  paroles  given  to  prisoners  not  taken  by  ca- 
*'  pitulatiou,  and  not  conhned  at  the  time  of  the  surrender 
*'  of  Charleston,  to  be  null  and  void  after  the  20th  of 
*'  June  ;  and  calling  upon  the  holders  of  such  paroles  to  re- 
*'sumetbe  character  of  British  subjects,  and  te  take  an 
♦»  active  part  in  forwarding  military  operations,  under  pain 
*«  of  being  considered  and  treated  as  rebels  against  his  ]Ma- 
*'  jcbty's  Govenincnt."  The  impolicy  of  this  measure  is 
obvious.  So  scon  as  it  became  necessary  for  the  inhabi- 
tants to  take  the  tented  field,  and  submit  to  the  hardships 
of  war,  either  for  Great  Britain,  or  for  (heir  native  coun- 
try, their  choice  could  not  be  doubdul.  In  the  unsupport- 
ed State  of  the  country,  threats  and  promises  might  indeed, 
induce  some  to  join  the  Briiish  standard.  Bullet  an  A- 
inerican  army  approach,  and  inspire  the  people  with  hopes 
of  protection,  independenlly  of  tliose  strong  partialities 
which  are  closely  interwoven  by  nurture,  education,  and 
habit,  in  the  mysterious  web  of  human  affVcJious,  and 
which  bind  all  men  to  the  place  of  their  birth,  the  mass  of 
the  South  Carolinians  would  be  actuated  by  keen  resent- 
ment at  the  sudden  transition  from  as<?umed  lenity  to  a  de- 
mand of  bearing  arms  in  manifestation  of  their  loyahy, 
or  being  exposed  to  a  confiscation  of  property,  and  per- 
sonal punishment  for  supposed  crimes  j  in  the  dilemma, 
most  of  them  would  certainly  join,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
their  possessions,  even  under  the  necessity  of  a  painful  avul- 
sion from  their  parents,  wives,  and  children,  those  sacred 
banners  on  which  were  inscribed  the  magic,  resistless 
words.  /Vr  our  countvu  !  and  which,  were  always  found  in 
the  pal  h  of  honour  and  duty. — But  Clinton  knew  little  of 
the  human  heart ;  and  he  relied  much  on  the  ultima  ratio, 
the  cannon  and  the  bayonet.  Deluded  conqueror  !  infatua- 
ted agent  ofaslillmorc  infatuated  ministry! — Amid  the 
threats,  tlie  terrors,  the  triumphs  of  violence,  the  will  of 
patriots  remains  unshaken  :  while  you  fondly  dream  of  des- 
troying, in  the  rough  grasp  of  tyranny,  (he  elasticity  of  free 
^j.  .  g  minds,  you  only  increase  it  ! — Having  thus  re-annexed,  as 
turns  to  N.  he  thought,  South  Ca:*nlina,  as  veil  as  Georgia,  to  the  Bri- 
York.  tish  empire,  Clinton,  informed  that  a  French  armament  of 
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considerable   force  was  daily  expected  in  the  North,  em-    CTIAP. 
barked  for  New  York,  carrying  with  him  all  the  troops      XVI. 

that  could  be  spared,  and  delegating  to  Earl  Cornwallis  all 

his  civil  and  iiiiliUiry  powers,  with  an  injunction  strictly  

to  main«ian  the  submission  of  the  vanquished,  and  to  car-       ^^gQ 
ry  the  war  into  North  Carolina,  immediately  after  the  sul- 
try months.     For  this  double  purpose,  a  force  of  about     -^""^  ^ 
■i.OOO  men  was  placed  under  the  command  of  the  Earl. 

The   necessity  of  organizing  a  temporary  Government,  Disposition 
called  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Charleston.     In  his  absence,  the  of  Cornwal- 
main  body  of  the  army  stationed  at  Camden,  was  left  un- 
der the  command  of  Lord  Rawden.     Major  McArtliur  was 
advanced  to  Cheraw-hill  with  two  battalions  ofHighlan> 
ders.     His  became  the  task  to  preserve  the  communicati. 
on  between  Camden  and  Georgetown,  where  Capt.  Saun- 
ders was  stationed  wi<h  a  body  of  Loyali^s.     An  interme- 
diate post  was  also  establislied  at  Ro<'ky  Mount,  towards 
Ninety  Six.     The  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  was,  at  the 
same  time,  stimulated  by  every  possible  method,  and  large 
numbers  swelled  the  BriMsh    ranks. — Active  emissaries 
"Were  sent  among  the  disaiTectcd  in  North-Carolina ;  espe- 
cially, about  Cross-Creek,  a  part  of  the  State  chiefly  in- 
habited by  emigrants  from  the  Scotch  Highlands,  or  (heir 
descendants.     We  have  already  stated,  when  relating  the 
principal  events  of  1776.  the  prejudices  and  partialities  of 
this  description  of  inhabitants  in  favour  of  the  royal  cause. 
Again  we  find  them  in  arms  against  the  liberties  of  the 
country  which  had  enrolled  them  among  its  citizens.     Al- 
though Lord  Cornwallis  had.  by  his  secret  agents,  advised 
them  to  remain  at  home,  attend  their  harvest,  and  collect 
provisions,  until  the  royal  army  should  enter  North  Ca- 
rolina, towards  the  beginning  of  September,  because  to -rise  Movements 
prematurely,  and  fly  to  arms  without  proper  support,  would  ^J  '^'^V-^,'^''^' 
be  pulling  down  certain  ruin  on  their  heads,  yet  a  body  of  Carolina 
them  collected  under  a  Colonel    VIoore,  and  prepared  for 
.  liosiilities.     I Jriji;adier  General  Rutherford  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, who  had  lately  compelled  the  Biitish  to  evacuate 
an  advanced  postat  the  Waxhaws.  hearing  of  Moore's  inten- 
tions, sent  a  detaebmeut  against  him,  under  the  commaud 
of  Colonel  Locke.     The  patriots  Avere  wretehetlly  armed,      June  5^- 
and  ill  supplied  with  ammunition.     But  they  had  enter- 
prize,  fervor,  intrepidity.     Locke  quickly  routed  and  dis- 
persed tlie  assem!)lage  under  Moore. — The  martial  spirit 
of  the  Scotch  settlers  was  not  repressed  by  this  check  ;  nor 
could  they  be  persuaded  to  reserve  themselves  for  the  fa- 
vourable moment  of  the  approach  meditated  by  (Cornwallis. 
,   Wound  up  to  the  utmost  impatience  by  their  inbred  ar- 
dour, their  mistaken  loyalty,  and  perhaps,  their  apprehensi- 
ons of  impending  chastisement  from  the  watchful  Ruther- 
ford, eight  hunilred  of  them  embodied  under  a  Coloucl  Rrj- 
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an,  and  made  good  their  way  to  Cheraw-hill,  where  MeAr- 
thur  jorfiilly  hailed  their  arrival. 

On  the  first  of  June,  Colonel  Porterfield,  who  had  ad- 
vanced to  Salisbury,  with  a  body  of  500  Virginia  State 
troops,  hearing  of  Buford's  disaster,  and  imagining  that 
the  main  army  under  Cornwallis  was  in  motion  towards 
North  Carolina,  retreated  from  that  Town,  and  crossed  the 
Yadkin,  with  an  intention  to  return  and  join  the  militia, 
if  they  should  discover  any  alacrity,  and  turn  out  in  such 
numbers  as  to  enable  him  to  prevent  the  further  progress 
of  the  enemy  into  the  upper  parts  of  the  State.  Governor 
Rutledge  was  then  at  Salisbury,  endeavouring  to  rouse  the 
spirit  of  his  countrymen,  and  urging  succours  from  con- 
gress, the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  neighbouring 
States. 

Ihe  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Jeffer- 
son to  the  Cammander  in  Chief,  dated  June  i  1th,  presents 
an  accurate  view  of  the  state  of  things.  North  of  South 

Carolina: 

«*        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        ** 


<*  ^      ^         ^  Our  intelligence  from  the  Southward  is 

**  most  lamentably  defective.     Though  Chaileston  has  now 

"  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  a  month,  we  hear  uo- 

<*  thing  of  their  movements,  which  can  be  relied    upon. 

'*  Rumours  say  that  they  are  penetrating  Northward,     To 

*'  remedy  this  defect,  I  shall  immediately  establish  a  line 

^<  of  expresses   from  hence  to  the  neighbourhood  of  their 

•*  army,  and  send  thither  a  sensible,  judicious  person,   to 

"  give  us  information  of  their  movements.     This  intelli- 

<*  gcnee,  will  I  hope,  be  conveyed  tons  at  the  rate  120  miles, 

«  in  the  2i  hours.  They  set  out  to  their  stations  to-morrow. 

**  I  wish  it  were  possiple  that  a  like  speedy  line  of  eommu- 

"  nication  could  be  formed  from  hence  to  your  excellency's 

<*  head-quarters.     Perfect  and  speedy  information  of  what 

«  is  passing  in  the  South,  might  put  it  in  your  power  per- 

**  haps  to  frame  your  measures  by  theirs.     There  is  re- 

*<  ally  nothing  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  enemy  North- 

«  ward,    but    the  cautious  principle  of  the  military  art. 

"  North  Carolina  is  without  arms.      We  do   not  abound. 

*<  Those  we  have  are  freely  imparted  to  them  ;  but  such  is 

<«  the  state  of  'heir  resources  that  they  have  not  been  able 

<«  to  move  a  single  musket  from  this  State  to  theirs.    All 

"  the  Waggons  we  can  collect  here,  have  been  furnished  to 

«  the  Baron  De  Kalb,  and  are  assembled  for  the  march  of 

*<  2,500  men   under  General   Stevens,   of  Culpepper,  who 

**  will  move  on  the  19th  instant.     I  have  written  to  Con- 

**  gress    to  hasten  supplies  of  arms  and  military  stores  for 

*<  the  Southern  States,  and  particularly  to  aid  us  villi  car- 

'*  tridge  paper  and  boxes,  the  want  of  which  articles,  small 

**  as  they  are,  renders  our  stores  useless.    The  want  of 
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«  money  cramps  every  effort.    This  will  be  supplied  by    CHAP. 
"the  most  unpalatable  of  all  substitutes,  foiee.    Vour  ex-      XVI. 

«  cellency  will  readily  conceive  that,  after  the  loss  of  one 

**  army,  our  ejes  are  turned  towards  the  other,  and  that  we 

**  comfort  ourselves  with  the  hope  that,  if  any  aids  can  be       ^^^^ 

<«  furnished  by  you,  without  defeutiag  the  operatiois  more 

*<  benefieial  to  the  union,  they  will  be  furnished.     At  ihe 

«  same  time,  1  am  happy  to  find  that  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 

<'  pie  go  no  further,  as  far  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of 

«<  learning  their  sentiments.     Could  arms  be  furnished,  I 

<«  think  this  State  and  North  Carolina  would  embody  from 

"  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  militia  immediately,  and  more, 

<*  if  necessary.     The  following  is  the  State  of  the  force  in, 

<*  and  about  to  be  in,  motion: 

Col.  Buford's*  regulars  (of  Scott's  and ")  ^^^ 

Woodford's  men)  J  ' 

Colonel  Porterfield's  Do.  of  Virginia  State  troops  500, 

I  Colonel  Armand's  horse         -         -         -         -         190, 

J  The  remains  of  White's  and  W^ashing- 1  20o 

"  j        ton's,  as  is  said,  about  J  ' 

I  The  Maryland  &  Delaware  troops  &  Artillery,  1,900, 

Virginia  Militia  .         .         .         -         -         2,600, 

N.  Carolina  Militia,  under  Caswell  in  the  field     -    400, 
^Do.  embodyitig,  if  they  can  be  armed,     -     -     -     4000, 
'<  I  hope  ere  long  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  certain 
"  State  of  tlie  enemy's  as  well  as  our  situation."  Baron De 

Major  Ilarlstone,  and  other  persons,  sent  by  Governor  ^^^^  '|  ^®?* 
Rutledge  to  Congress  and  the  intermediate  States,  to  re- 
present the  deplorable  situation  of  the  So'ith,  and  solicit 
prompt  succours,  had  not  made  a  fruitless  appeal. — The 
Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  under  Baron  De  Kalb,  had  March2G 
been  ordered  to  march  from   General  AVashington's  head 
quarters,  long  before  the  surrender  of  Charleston.     W^ant 
of  proper  accoutrements   and  provisions,  delayed  their  de-     '^''^    ^  ■ 
parture.    At  length,  however  they  took  their  route  tlirough 
Jersey  and  P»'nnsylvania,  embarked  at  the  head  of  Elk,  and\ 
soon  after  landed  at  Petersburg.     From  that  place  they 
proceeded,  through  the  country,  towards  South  Carolina. 

Congress  recommended  it  to  Virsrinia  to  raise  5,000   mili-      _         , 
•  •  •  »  Proceed- 

tia  to  join  the  Southern  army,  including  2,500,  voted  by  ino^oftlie 

the  General  Assembly  for  that  sei'vice.     A  similar  reeom-  vi.ginia 
mendation.was  pressed  on  North  Carolina.     The  eyes  of  Legislature. 
the  people  were  fully  opened  to  their  danger  ;  and  we  find      Muy  5 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  adopting,  at  tlieir  spring    ses- 
sion, vigorous  measures,  to  assist  in  re-creating  the  South- 
ern army.     The  Executive  were  authorized  to  call  into  the 

•  Mr.  .TeflTerson  had  not  yet  been  informed  of  Bufcrd's  defeat.  However, 
before  he  dispatched  this  letter  to  General  Washington,  lie  received  a 
letter  from  Governor  Rutledi^e,  statin;::  that  unfortunate  event,  and  tlie. re- 
treat of  PorterfielJ  from  Salisbury.  He  enclosed  an  extract  of  it  to  Gene- 
ral Washing'ton. 
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CHAP,     field  large  numbers  of  militia,  and  to  raise  troops  of  caval- 

XVI.       ry,  for  re-organizing  the  regiments  of  horse,  which,  after 

their  disasters  in  the  South,  had  retired  to  Virginia,  hro- 

==s- s    ken,  bnt  buoyed  up  by  unabated  p-.ttriotism,  and  eager  hopes 

of  exemplary  vengeance.  The  Sa(e  quota  ot  Continenial 
1780  troops,  also  engaged  the  anxious  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly.  For  tlie  purpose  of  compleiing  it.  3,U00  men 
were  ordered  to  be  draughted  from  the  miiifia.  v,Uu  were 
to  furnish  one  out  of  e\ev\  fifteen  men,  to  ser>e  t  *  the  last 
of  December.  1780.  With  renew «'d  danger,  the  public  en- 
ergy seemed  to  revive.  More  rigorous  penaliii  s  were  de- 
noxmced  against  desertion.  To  repress  The  manoeuvrt!?  of 
the  secret  emissaries  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  efibris  of 
the  disaffected  in  their  various  shapes,  heavy  fines  and  im- 
prisonment were  assigned  as  the  penalties  of  siditious  wri- 
ting and  preaching — and  other  practices  tending  to()issu'.tde 
the  people  from  enli^^ting  under  the  banners  of  their  coun- 
try— and  to  indnce  them  passively  to  suhmit  to  an  inva- 
ding foe.  '1  he  Governor  was  empoweretl  to  impress  j  re- 
visions and  otlier  articles,  for  the  service  of  the  eouniry  ; 
and  likewise  to  lay  an  embargo  in  the  ports  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, whenever  expedient.  Tl»e  organzalion  of  the 
Boards  of  war  and  of  trade,  being  found  too  eontplex  for 
the  activity  and  urgency  of  the  times,  a  Commissioner  of 
the  navy,  a  Commissioner  of  War,  and  a  Comniereial  Agent, 
were  substituted  in  tlieir  stead,  with  appropriate  power. 

■  -^  The  Governor  was  directed  to  invigorate  the  laboratory  for 

the  manufacture  of  arms,  which  had,  of  late,  been  lan- 
guishing :  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  provide  proper  mag'a- 
zines  for  warlike  stores.  'Hie  resource  of  paper  emissions 
was  again  recurred  to,  from  absolute  necessity  ;  and  new^ 
taxes  devised. 

Should  the  Sfate  be  invaded.  20,000  militia  were  placed 
at  the  disposal  oC  the  Executive.  The  Governor  was  lur- 
ther  authorized  to  eonfmc.  or  remove,  all  persons  suspected 
of  disaffection;  and  to  suly*  ct  to  martial  law  individuals 
acting  as  spies,  or  guides,  to  the  enemy,  or  in  an\  manner, 
aiding,  abetti'ijj;.  and  comfoiting  them — or  I'i'^'eminating 
among  the  militia  the  seeds  of  discontent,  mutiny,  and  re- 
volt. If  to  these  measures,  we  add  an  act  for  permitting 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  who  rather 
than  submit  to  the  returning  pow  er  of  Britain  had  fltt!  from 
their  homes,  to  bring  their  slaves  into  th»  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  leave  them  in  it,  until  one  year  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  common  enemy,  or  the  restoration  of  their  respec- 
tive States,  and  another  act  for  suspending  the  payment 
of  British  del)ts  into  the  treasury,  we  shall  have  embra- 
ced nearly  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Lec;islature  <)tlring 
the  present  session,  the  first  held  at  RichuiOJ,id. — The  {»a- 
triotic  flame,  which,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  seqnel,  had  just 
blazed  in  tlse  North,  and  produced  liberal  offerings  at  the 
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altav  of  the  country,  by  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia,  and  o-    CHAP. 
ther  places,  extended  to  Virginia. — A  few  instances  only      XVI. 
have  been  preserved,*  of  the  emulous  zeal  which  anima- 
ted her    patriotic    daughters  in  the  present  crisis.     Al-  ■- 
though  national  armies  are  not  to  be  supported  by  volun- 
tary and  partial  donations,  yet,  as  such  facts  furnish  a  cor- 
recc  thermometer  of  the  public  sentiment  and  spirit,  at  a-  Patriotism 
ny  given  ep«»ch,  history  must  not  suffer  them  to  be  lost.           °!  ^}^^  Y^^' 

Whilst  Virginia  thus  anxiously  turned  her  eyes  to  the  fig". 
South,  she  did  not  lose  sight  of  Gen.  Washiugton's  army, 
ttien  also  lafjoiiriag  under  the  most  alarming  difficulties, 
"  I  have.  Governor  Ji'ffrsun  wrote  to  tlie  Commander  in 
<*  Chief,  on  the  3rd  of  July,  witli  great  pain  perceived  your 
«  situation  :  ^ind  the  more  so,  as  being  situated  between  two 
*•  Hres.  a  division  of  sentiment  has  arisen,  both  in  Congress  ^^ 
*•  and  here,  to  which  the  resources  of  tliis  country  should 
*<  be  sent.  The  removal  of  General  Clinton  to  tiie  North- 
<'  ward,  must  of  course,  have  great  ii;lluence  on  the  deter- 
"  mination  of  this  question  :  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  con- 
<'  siderablo  aids  may  be  drawn  hence  for  your  army,  un- 
**  less  a  larger  one  should  be  embodied  in  the  South,  than 
*'  the  force  of  the  tnemy  there  seem  to  call  for." 

General  Gates  had  lately  been  appointed  to  the  com-  Gates  is  ap. 
mand  of  the  Southern  deparinuMU.    In  his  zeal  and  abjli-  pointed  to 
ties,  Congress  reposed  unbounded  confidence.     On  the  201h  nianToi  the 
of  Ju'.ie  he  received  Hte  official  nodfieation  of  his  appoint-  Souhem 
ment:  and  wi(h  cheerful  promptitude,  obeyed  the  call  of  his  department. 
country.     Pt'om  his  farm  in  liurkely  County,  in  the  State 
of  Virgiuia,  where  he  then  was,  he  immediately  informed  ' 

the  President  of  Congress  of  his  readiness  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  assigned  to  him.  *'  The  field  is  new,  he  observed, 
and  circumstances  untoward  ;  but  I  will  do  my  utmost  to 
save,  and  most  effectually  to  serve  the  General  interest  in 
the  South.  The  powers  given  me  seem  as  extensive  as  the 
field  is  wide  ;  and  I  will  believe  that  the  generosity  of  Con- 
gress will  be,  at  least,  equal  to  their  confidence.  1  ask  no 
sort  of  indulgence  for  the  errors  of  the  heart ;  for  those  of 
the  head  alone,  I  expect  their  compassion."  Gates  seems 
to  have  then  had  a  secret  presentiment  of  the  disaster 
which  was  soon  to  cloud  his  fame. — At  the  beginning  of  Ju- 
ly, we  find  him  in  Fredericksburg,  on  his  way  to  the  in- 
tended scene  of  action.  From  this  place,  he  communica- 
ted to  Governor  Nash  of  North  Carolina,  informatian  of 
his  appointment,  and  of  his  objects.  He  called  on  the  Con- 
tinental Pay  iSl aster  General,  who  had  not  been  made  pri- 
sonea*  iu  Charleston,  tojoin  hiai  with  all  the  warrants  and 
public  mouies  in  his  possession.  To  the  President  «»f  Con- 
gress, he  also  wrote,  acquainting  him  with  the  cheerful 


•  See  Appendix. 
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CHAP,   acquiescence  of  General  Weedon,  and  Colonel  Morgan,  in 
XVI»      obeying  the  commands  of  Congress.     *<  Colonel  Morgan, 
*'  however,  Gatesremarks,  requests  me  to  represent  to  your 
'  «  Excellency  that  the  ytate  of  Virginia  have  appointed 

1780  «  some  junior  officer  to  himself.  Brigadier  General,  who 
«  will  take  command  of  him,  should  he  enter  the  field  in 
<*  his  present  rank.  This  not  only  is  a  galling  circum- 
«  stance  to  so  old  and  deserving  an  officer,  but  must  im- 
*<  pede,  and  possibly  entirely  defeat  my  intention  in  placing 
«  Colonel  Morgan  at  the  head  of  a  select  corps,  from  whose 
*'  service  I  expect  the  most  brilliant  success.  Therefore, 
«  I  humbly  entreat  your  Excellency  will  move  Congress 
<*  to  oriier  a  commission  to  issue  .immediately,  appointing 
«  Colonel  Morgan  a  Btigadier  General.  1. am  confident 
"  the  rank,  the  services,  and  the  experience  of  Colonel 
♦<  Morgan,  will  prevent  any  officer  from  thinking  himself 
"  aggrieved  by  his  promotion.  I  shall  impatiently  expect 
"  the  arrival  of  the  commission,  as  I  wish  the  service  in 
*<  which  1  mean  to  employ  Colonel  Morgan  may  meet  with 
"  the  least  possible  delay."*  Colonel  Morgan  was,  in 
consequence  of  this  request,  and  of  his  eminent  services, 
raised  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  by  brevet.  Un- 
fortunately, he  did  not  reach  Carolinn  in  time  to  take  a 
part  in  the  battle  of  Camden,  where  his  skill  and  courage 
could  not  have  iailed  of  being  advantageously  felt. 

From  Fredericksburg,  also.  Gates  addressed  to  Lincoln 
the  following  letter,  calculated  to  sooth  the  ulcerated  feel- 
ings of  the  vanquished  and  captive  General,  and  deeply 
expressive  of  heroic  sympathy : 

Fkedericksburg,  July  4, 1780. 
*<  Bear  Lincoln, 

*'  Tlie  series  of  misfortunes  you  have  ex- 
"^  perienced  since  you  were  doomed  to  the  command  of  the 
*•  Southern  army,  has  afiected  me  exceedingly.  1  feel  for 
"you  most  sensibly.  I  feel  for  myself,  who  am  to  sue- 
"  ceed — to  what?  The  command  of  an  army  without 
*<  strength — a  military  chest  without  money — a  depart- 
**  ment  apparently  deficient  in  public  spirit — and  a  climate 
"  that  increases  despondency,  instead  of  animating  the  sol- 
"  dier's  arm — I  wish  to  save  the  Southern  States — I  wish 
«  to  recover  the  Territories  we  have  lost.  I  wish  to  re- 
*«  store  you  to  your  command,  and  to  reinstate  you  in  that 
**  dignity  to  which  your  virtues  and  your  perseverance  have 
"  so  justly  entitled  you.  With  me  you  have  experienced 
*«  that  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong — poor  Bur- 
*<  goyne,  in  the  pride  of  victory,  was  overthrown.  Could 
*'  the  enemies  who  triumph  over  you,  meet  with  the  like 


*  If  Gates  had  before  been  unejraterul  to  Morjii^an,  he  now  atoned  for  his 
former  error.    See  Lee's  Memoii-s — Vol.  I;  Appendix — Page  391. 
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**  disgrace,  I  should  be  content  to  die  in  peace,  so  might    CHAP, 

•*  America  be  free  and  independent— and  its  future  happi-      XVl. 

«  ness,  under  God,  rest  solelj^  upon  itself?  You  will  oblige 

"  me  very  much  by  communicating  any  hint  or  intorma-  ~ 

«  tion  which  you  think  will  be  useful  to  me  in  my  situation.       .  y^^ 

"  You  know  I  am  not  above  advice,  especially,  when  it 

«  comes  from  a  good  head,  and  sincere  heart.    Such  I 

*«  have  always  found  yours  to  be,  and  as  such  shall  always 

**  venerate  and  esteem  both.     1  mean  not  by  this  to  urge 

**  you  to  divulge  matters,  the  obligation  of  your  paiole  of 

**  honour  commands  you  to  conceal.     I  only  ask  you  fop 

«  the  knowledge  you  have  acquired  of  the  carte  du  pays 

*«  the  Whigs  and  Tories  of  the  Southern  States,  and  how 
"  you  would  advise  me  to  conduct  myself  in  regard  to  all 
*<  those — of  the  enemy  I  must  judge  from  what  I  see,  and 
**  what  I  will,  by  every  means,  endeavour  to  know.'* 

At  Richmond,  the  new  Metropolis  of  Virginia,  General  His  embar- 
Gates  found  warlike  measures  yet  in  a  state  of  embryo.  By  rassments. 
the  Governor,  he  was  taught  to  look  forward  to  much  dif- 
ficulty and  a  perplexed  department.       There  w  as  zeal  e- 
very  where  j  but  physical  obstacles  cannot  immediately  be 
removed  by  zeal.    A  want  of  arms,  and  of  means  of  trans- 
portation, was  severely  felt.     Of  the  laboratory,  the  out- 
lines only  were  yet  in  existence;  a  vessel  coming  down  the 
Bay  with  about  three  thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  use 
of  the  new  army,  was  driven  by  the  enemy's  privateers  in- 
to Wicomico,  and  much  time  was  wasted  in  endeavours  to 
have  these  arms  forwarded,  either  by  land  or  by  water. 
Materials  for  tents  could  be  procured  only  in  small  quanti-    ^^^  ^^ 
ties ;  and  such  was  the  scarcity  of  waggons  that  the  Execu-'^ 
tive  were  compelled  to  restrain  their  supjjlies  to  medicines, 
clothing  and  spirits.     Salt  meat  was  added,  but  in  insuffi- 1^, 
cient  quantities.  When,  therefore,  Gates  arrived  at  Hills-  ^ 
borough,  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  troops  that  were 
not  yet  with  Baron  de  Kalb,  he  found  there  such  a  scene 
of  multiplied  and  increasing  wants,  as,  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  critical  service  had  never  hitherto  fallen  to  his  lot. 
Baron  de  Kalb  who  had  advanced  to  Deep  River,  suffered 
the  utmost  distress  from  want  of  bread  and  animal  food. 
The  whole  army,  without  distinction,  were  at  intervals) 
obliged  to  feed  on  such  green  vegetables  and  fruit,  as  they 
eould  procure.    Tiie  scarcity  of  the  crops  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  disaffection  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  had 
combined  to  produce  this  deplorable  effect.     I'he  transpor- 
tation of  flour  from  Virginia  had  been  deemed  as  unneces- 
iiary,  as  it  would  have  been  expensive  and  tedious,  assur- 
ances of  plentiful  supplies  of  that  article  having  been  given 
by  North  Carolina.     Gates  dispatched  General  Huger  to 
Governors  jg ash  and  Jefferson,  soliciting  immediate  relief. 

5  C 
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CHAP.    Sensible  also  of  the  iiuportanee  of  cavalry,*  he  urged  the 
XVI. 


.  •  General  Henry  Lee,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  the  Southern  De- 

partment, chai-ges  Gates  with  paying-  no  attention  to  the  request  of  White 
1780  and  Washington,  to  aid  their  eHbrts  in  recruiting,  in  N.  Cai'olina,  their 
regiments  of  cavalry,  (page  160,  vol.  1.)  and  ascribes  the  disaster  at  Cam- 
den to  his  neglect  of  cavalry,  (page  193.)  We  have  before  us  copies  of 
the  whole  official  coiTCsiJondence  of  General  Gates,  during  his  Southern 
command  To  this  correspondence  we  recur  in  relation  to  tlie  charge  thus 
added  lo  the  load  of  censure,  which  has  been  accumulated  on  the  head  of 
the  unfortunate  G  eneral.  On  the  20th  of  July,  1780,  Gates  A\Tites  to  White 
from  Hillsborough. 

"  By  this  time  the  issue  of  your  application  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Virginia,  must  be  determined,  I  hope  favourably  to  your  wishes  and 
mine.  I  look  up  to  the  cavalry  for  viany  services,  in  a  campaign  which  from 
our  domesiic  management,  as  well  as  the  support  of  energetic  operations 
of  the  enemy,  must  be  a  campaign  of  much  hazard,  and  some  enterprize 
on  our  part." 

He  then  repeats  the  orders  given  to  White,  in  Richmond,  viz.  to  arm 
the  detachment  lately  at  Petersburg,  and  march  the  whole  to  Halifax — 
leave  an  officer  to  stimulate  the  State  Agents,  &.c. — to  mount  at  Halifax 
such  number  of  both  regiments  as  the  horses  and  accoutrements  will  per- 
mit, 2Jid proceed  immediately  to  \\&»A-(^\xzx\.ers.  He  adds,  "if  you  cannot 
be  provided  with  arms  at  Richmond,  some  steps  shall  be  taken  to  furnish 
you  here." 

In  a  letter  to  the  Pi-esident  of  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia,  written 
from  Hillsborough,  also  July  20th — Gates  says:  "  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Col.  White,  at  HaliftiX.  I  desire  the  Board  of  W  ar  will,  it  possi- 
ble, leave  the  cavalry  under  his  command  without  a  pretence  for  not  reium- 
ing  to  camp." 

In  a  letter  to  Governor  Jefferson  (Hillsborough,  July  22,)  he  observes : 
"  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  Excellency's  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe,  that 
the  two  regiments  of  cavuhy  are  in  a  way  to  push  for  camp.  1  beseech 
j'our  Excellency  to  continue  to  leave  these  corps  without  a  reason  for  not 
joining  the  Southern  army,ias  soon  as  their  zeal  for  the  public  service  will 
prompt  them  to  do  it."  He  also  m-ges  Major  Lee's  intantry.  In  a  lettei* 
to  White,  camp,  eighteen  miles  West  of  Pedee  river,  August  4,  he  says  : 

"  Iij  consequence  of  jour  informing  me  that,  if  the  cavahy  are  called  in- 
to the  field  in  their  present  situaion,  nothing  but  their  ruin  can  ensue,  I 
am  induced  to  withch-aw  my  last  order  to  you  trom.H.  Quarters ;  and  to  de- 
sire you  will  not  lose  an  instant  after  they  are  equipped  ibr  sei-vice,  in 
marching  the  first  and  third  regiments  of  light  dragoons  to  this  army." 

After  the  disaster  at  Camden,  Gates  again  writes  to  While  (Hillsbo- 
rough, Sept.  19,)  to  press  the  march  of  the  Continental  and  State  cavalry  to 
the  Ford  on  the  Yadkin. 

03^  August  4,  Governor  Jefferson  writes,  in  answer  to  Gates'  letter  of 
July  22. — "We  have  ordered  243  horses  to  be  pmchased  for  Colonels 
White  and  Washington — Col.  Finnic  informs  me  that  Major  Lee's  infantry 
has  been  sent  back  by  special  orders  " — Sept.  3,  Gates  writes  to  General 
Washington — "White's,  Washington's  and  Nelson's  cavalry  are  not  yet 
thoroughly  equipped,  from  which  it  abundantly  appears  :  1st.  That  it  was 
not  in  N.  Carolina,  but  in  Virginia,  that  White  and  Washington  were  re- 
cruiting theii-  corps — 2nd.  That  far  from  sligiiting  the  aid  ot  cavalry,  and 
the  request  of  White  and  Washington,  General  Gates  duly  appreciated  the 
importance  of  that  species  of  force,  and  anxiously  solicited  horses  and  ac- 
coutrements tor  the  corps  in  question — urging  their  march  in  the  most 
pressing  terms. 

;  (X^  It  appears  that  White  was  put  under  arrest,  for  Gates  writes  to  him, 
Sept.  25. — "The  General  Court-Martial,  which  set  this  morning  in  Camp, 
having  ordered  your  arrest  to  be  superseded,  you  will  proceed  immediate- 
ly to  Hawkiii's,  and  take  the  command  of  the  Continental  and  State  ca-  : 
\ahy.'*  • 

JV*.  JB.  Sept.  19,  Gates  gives  positive  orders  to  W'hite  to  march  to  Hills- 
borough without  delay,  there  to  receive  further  orders.  The  arrest  was 
probably  in  consequence  of  delay,  but  we  cannot  precisely  tell. 
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Governor  of  Virginia,  and  even  the  Continental  Board  of    CHAP. 
War  at  Philadelphia,  to  remount  the  remains  of  White's     XVI. 
and  Washington's  hroken  corps,  now  in  Petersburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting.  White  himself  who  was  to  command  ■■"  " " 

the  renovated  c^orps,  was  repeatedly  enjoined  to  use  all  pos-  1780 
sible  diligence  in  joining  the  Southern  army,  as  soon  as 
horses  and  accoutrements  should  ho  procured.  Major 
Ijcc's  infantry  had  been  marched  Southwardly,  but  were 
recalled  by  special  orders.  Bai'on  de  Kalb  had  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  keep  Buford's  remains  under  his  banners. — 
Destitute  of  arms  and  cjothing,  they  had  insisted  on  march- 
ing to  N  irginia,  to  obtain  both.  Gates  now  pressed  their 
speedy  return,  and  likewise  tlic  march  of  Davies',  Brent's 
and  Gibson's  men.  On  the  4.fh  of  August,  Governor  Jef- 
ferson informed  Gates  that  due  attention  had  been  paid  to 
these  different  objects.  On  the  ibih  of  August,  General 
Muhlenburg,  who  iiad  been  loft  in  Virginia  to  superintend 
the  recruiting  service,  and  made  Kichmond  his  H.  Quar- 
ters, was  ready  to  set  into  motion  five  hundred  regiilars,  ♦ 
now  fully  equipped  for  their  n>arch.  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis> 
who,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter,  had  been  sent 
to  N.  Carolina  to  purchase  beeves  for  the  prisoners  at  Char- 
lottesville, was  directed  to  furnish  Gates  with  such  as  he 
might  require,  and  to  discontinue  further  purchases  in  that 
quarter,  as  the  American  army  must  now  absorb  the  re- 
sources of  the  adjacent  country.  In  short,  no  attention, 
no  expence  was  spared,  to  forward  to  the  Southern  army, 
every  support  for  Mhicli  means  of  transportation  could  be 
procured,  or  to  contribute,  by  any  attainable  method,  to 
the  success  of  its  operations.  While  Gates  was  thus  press- 
ing the  resources  of  Virginia  to  his  aid,  he  made  a  similar 
appeal  to  the  State  of  North- Carolina — calling  on  the  Go- 
vernor to  furnish  him  with  tents,  flour,  and  other  provi- 
sions, and  on  General  Caswell  to  prepare  for  a  speedy  junc- 
tion of  the  force  under  him  and  Rutherford,  with  the  main 
army.  General  linger  had  been  dispatched  on  the  19th  of 
July,  to  the  Executive  of  North-Carolina;  and  on  the  3rd 
of  August,  Gates  bitterly  complained  of  having  received  no 
answer.  Depicturing  the  distressed  situation  of  his  army 
in  the  most  dismal  colours,  and  adjuring  the  Governor  to 
forward  supplies,  he  emphatically  adds  :  "  Depend  not,  sir, 
upon  commissaries;  they  will  deceive  you.  Oepend  only 
upon  honest  men,  of  sound  Whig  principles,  and  whose 
soiils  are  superior  to  sordid  gain."  When  Gates  wrote 
thus,  he  was  on  the  West  side  of  the  Pedee,  near  Mark's 
Ferry.  After  making  at  Hillsborough  what  preparations 
circumstances  allowed,  he  issued  orders  to  Gen.  Stevens, 
who,on  account  of  his  bravery,  firmness,  and  the  experience 
acquired  during  two  campaigns  under  General  Washington,  ^^^^  .|^'"s 
had  been  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  Virginia  mil i-  * 
tia,  to  march  to  Coxe's  Mills^  and  thence  to  the  grand     July  25, 
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CHAP#  camp  of  the  Southern  army.  He  himself  joined  at  Buffalo 
XVI.  Ford,  on  Deep-River,  Baron  de  Kalb,  by  whom  he  was 
received  with  joy  and  respect,  and  to  whom  he  shewed  the 
most  pointed  consideration — entreating  him  to  retain  the 
command  of  his  division,  as  before  in  the  Grand  army. — 
Two  modes  of  advance  now^  presented  themselves,  equally 
leading,  but  not  with  equal  promptitude,  into  the  country 
possessed  by  the  enemy  Une  road,  which  De  Kalb  had 
been  advised  to  take,  lay  to  the  right,  through  a  country 
■which  promised  to  furnish  the  army  with  accommodations 
and  provisions,  but  it  was  circuitous,  and  would  have  re- 
tarded, perhaps,  prevented  the  desired  junction  with  Cas- 
&  marches  well,  now  encamped  near  Colston's.  Gates,  besides,  wish- 
towards  the  q^  {q  encourge  and  support  the  spirit  of  the  militia  on  both 
enemy.  sides  of  the  Pedec,  and  contemplated  the  surprize  and  con- 
quest of  the  enemy  in  their  post  at  George-Town,  by 
means  of  a  strong  detachment  under  General  Harrington, 
whilst  he  himself  should,  with  tlie  main  army,  proceed  to- 
words  Camden.  These  views,  and  his  still  sanguine^:hopes 
of  approaching  supplies,  together  with  his  impatience  to 
strike  a  bold,  energetic,  and  decisive  blow,  determined 
him  to  march  by  the  most  direct  road,  which  led  through 
a  country  of  pine  barren,  sandhills,  and  swamps  ;  and  to 
the  difficulties  of  which  must  be  added,  the  baneful  effects 
of  the  hottest  and  most  unwholesome  season  of  the  year. — 
We  <»'are  his  route  from  Coxe's  Mills,  by  Spink's.  Cotton's, 
Kimbop:)Ugli's,  Mask's  Ferry.  Li<tle  Black  Creek  Ander- 
son's Criiss  Road,  and  Lynch' s  Creek,  to  Rugeley's  Mills, 
or  Clermont,  which  he  reached  on  the  13th  of  August.  We 
are  thus  particular,  because  this  topography  alone  conveys 
an  idea  of  the  hardships  of  the  route.  As  he  approached 
the  Pedee,  and  after  he  crossed  it,  Gates  found  the  circum- 
jacent country  gleaned  and  exhausted  by  the  troops  under 
Caswell  and  Rutherford.  During  the  march,  the  provisi- 
ons from  Virginia,  were  intercepted  and  consumed  by  the 
militia  under  Stevens,  who  formed  the  rear  of  the  army. — 
The  sufferings  of  the  troops  were  inconceivable.  Bread 
was  almost  wholly  wanting — green  corn,  or  unripe  fruit, 
supplied  its  place,  animal  sustenance  was  derivetl  only  from 
lean  cattle,  found  nearly  wild  in  the  woods.  The  officers 
shared  every  hardship,  every  want  with  their  men — and 
moral  stimulants,  in  a  great  measure,  counteracted  physi- 
cal distress.  Gates  was  deeply  afflicted  at  the  sight  of  these 
complicated  and  increasing  embarrassments.  His  cry  for 
bread  to  the  States  of  North-Carolina  and  Virginia  was 
frequent  and  loud.  The  great  error  of  Gates  was  this  pre- 
mature march  through  such  a  country.  He  ought  to  have 
proceeded  only  after  collecting  the  necessary  provisions;  or, 
if  these  could  not  be  collected,  he  ought  to  have  followed 
the  route  recommended  by  De  Kalb,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
the  objects  which  have  been  mentioned.  A  little  delay  could 
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not  increase  the  enemy's  force  ;  but,  by  rousing  into  action    CHAP. 
the  ill  stifled  resentment  of  the  people,  who  would  not  have      XVI. 
a  near  prospect  of  su[)port,  it  might  greatly  add  to  the  vi- 
gour and  effect  of  the  American  arms.     When  once  engag-  " 
ed  in  this  desolate,  unproductive  wilderness,  Gates  was      178O 
urged  by  the  most  cogent  motives  to  hurry  his  march 
through  it — and  thus  were  the  debilitating  effects  of  fatigue 
superadded  to  those  of  hunger  anil  almost  intolerable  heat.  Is  joined  by 
Ajunction,  however,  was  happily  effected  with  Caswell  and  p^JJ^effJe'Sd^ 
Porterfield.     As  he  approached  the  Pedee,  Gales  forward- 
ed to  several  ('olonels  of  the  North-Carolina  militia,  a  cir-   Augutt  7 
cular,  in  wliieh  he  announced  his  advance,  and  called  upon 
them  to  join  him,  with  their  respective  regiments,  on  tho 
banks  of  that  river.     Such  as  had  hcen  obliged  to  confess 
a  temporary  acquiescence  under  tlie  British  government, 
but  had  not  taken  an  active  part  against  the  friends  of  A- 
meriea,  were  promised  forgiveness  and  security,  upon  their 
assisting  in  the  deliverance  of  their  country.     Those  that 
should  maintain  a  different  conduct  were  to  answer  for  the 
consequences.     These  Colonels  were  authorized  to  till  up 
all  vacancies  by  brevet — and  likewise  to  impress  supplies 
for  the  American  army.     Harrington  was  entrusted  with 
the  execution  of  the  plan  against  George-Town.     A  procla- 
mation found  its  way  through  the  country,  in  which  Gene- 
ral Gates  made  a  forcible  appeal  to  all  those  principles  in 
human  nature  calculated  to  induce  the  citizens  to  lly  to 
arms,  and  wipe  away  the  foul  seorn  of  submission  to  Bri- 
tish tyranny.   The  concentration  of  the  enemy  within  Cam- 
den, at  the  appearnncc  of  the  American  army,  led  Gates 
to  believe  that  his  force  was  stiOicient  to  drive  the  insulting 
foe  to  Charleston,  without  the  expected  reinforcements. — 
This  confidence*  proved  fatal  to  his  personal  fame,  and  to 
the  American  arms. 

From  the  state  of  things  just  described,  arose,  on  tlie  Battle  of 
i6th  of  August,  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Camden.     This  Camden. 
battle  constitutes  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
Southern  war — its  effects  on  this  section  of  the  U.  States     "^' 
were  great  and  awful.     An  event  so  important  in  itself, 
and  in  its  consequences,  is  entitled  to  the  fulness  and  accu- 
racy of  circumstantial  narrative.     The  Governor  of  Virgi- 
nia, desirous  of  conveying  to  General  Wasliington  atjthen- 
tie  intelligence  respecting  tliat  unfortunate  affair,  collected 
from  the  letters  of  Gates,  Stevens,  and  Governor  Nash, 
and  from  the  verbal  relation  of  an  officerf  who  was  in  the 

*  From  a  letter  of  Gates  to  C.iswell,  it  appears  that  he,  at  firs^  ascribed 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  frortj  their  out  posts  to  intellis^ence  from  sea.  A- 
nother  letter  written  by  Major  Pinlcney  to  Siimpter,  by  commarifl  o^'  Gen. 
Gates,  expresses  the  most  sanjaine  confidence  of  victory,  and  the  disper- 
sion of  the  enenaj-. 

t  Majoi*  Magill,  .\id-dp.Camp  to  General  Ga^ps. 
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CHAP,    action,  a  siatement  wliieli  cannot  fail  to  interest  Americans. 
XVI.      It  was  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  Srd 

^ of  Septemher. 

~  **  ()n  tlie  13th  of  August,"  sa;^s  the  statement  aUiided  to, 

1780  *'  General  Gates,  with  the  Maryland  line,  the  artillerj  and 
Korth  Carolina  militia,  arrived  at  Riidgclej's,  thirteen 
miles  from  Camden.  lie  took  post  there,  and  was,  the  next 
day,  joined  by  General  Stevens,  with  seven  hundred  of  the 
Virginia  militia,  Colonel  Sumpter  was  tlien  at  the  Wax- 
haws  with  four  hundred  Sojith-Carolina  milKin,  and  had, 
on  tlie  Sunday  before,  killed  and  taken  neai*  three  hundi*ed 
of  the  enemy,  wlio  were  posted  at  (he  tlanging-Roek.  This 
and  other  strokes  on  their  advanced  posfs,  oceasioned  their 

August  15.  calling  in  all  their  out  posts  to  Camden.  Tiie  ISih,  Gene- 
ral Gates  reinforced  Colonel  Sumpter  with  Jhree  hundred 
North-Carolina  militia,  one  hundred  of  the  Maryland  line, 
and  two  three  pounders.  Colonel  Sumpter  took  possession 
of  all  the  passes  on  the  Waterec  from  Elkin's  Ford  to 

Karm,  fjvc  miles  below  Camden.  At  one  of  these 

he  suqirized  the  enemy's  guard,  killed  seven,  and  took 
about  30,  among  whon»  was  Col.  Cary,  their  commanding 
officer,  Avith  thirty-eight  waggons,  loaded  with  corn,  rum, 
&c. — also  a  number  of  horses ;  and  afterwards,  on  ine  same 
day,  he  took  about  seventy  prisoners,  (British)  six  waggons, 
baggage,  ha.  from  Ninety- Six.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
General  Gates'  army  marched,  intending  to  take  post  on  • 
an  advantageous  situation,  where  was  a  deep  ereek  in  front, 
about  seven  miles  from  Camden,  the  heavy  baggage  being 
ordered  to  proceed  by  the  Wax-haws  road.  The  march  was 
in  the  following  order:  Colonel  Armand's  legion  in  front, 
supported  by  Colonel  Porterfield  (Commander  of  the  Virgi- 
nia regulars  and  the  light  infantry  of  the  militia)  on  both 
flanks.  The  advanced  guard  of  infantry,  the  Maryland 
line,  with  their  artillery  in  front  of  the  brigades,  the  N. 
Carolina  militia,  the  Virginia  militia,  the  arlillery,  ^e. — 
and  the  rearguard.  After  mareliing  about  five  miles,  they 
met,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  with  the  enemy  un- 
der the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  marched 
out  from  Camden,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  same  night,  in- 
tending to  attack  our  camp  by  surpiize,  about  day-break. 
This  meeting  was  equally  unexpected  on  both  sides,  a. id 
occasioned  a  halt  of  both  armies.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
then  ciiarged  Col.  Armand's  legion,  v^hich  was  veil  suppor- 
ted on  the  flanks  by  Col.  Porterfield's  corns,  who  repulsed 
the  assailauls  ;  but  unfortunately.  Col.  Porterfield  had  his 
leg  broke  in  the  first  fire.  The  enemy's  infantry  tl-.en  ad- 
vancing Vi'iih  a  heavy  fire,  the  troops  in  front  gave  way  to 
the  front  of  the  first  Maryland  brigade,  and  a  confusion 
ensued  which  it  took  some  time  to  regulate  :  at  length  the 
army  was  ranged  in  line  of  battle,  in  the  following  oider: 
General  Gates'  brigade  on  the  right,  with  his  right  close 
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to  a  swamp ;  the  North-Carolina  militia  in  close  order,  two     CHAP* 
deep  in  tlie  center,  and  the  Virginia  militia  in  the  like  or-      XVI. 
der — and  Porterdeld's  corps,  with  the  light  infantry  on  the 

left ;  the  artillery  divided  to  the  brigades,  and  the  tirst     ■ 

Maryland  brigade  as  a  corps  de  reserve,  and  to  cover  the 
cannon  on  the  road  at  a  proper  distance  in  the  rear.  Col. 
Armund's  corps  was  ordered  to  the  left,  to  support  the  left 
flank,  and  oppose  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Their  infantry, 
from  a  defect  in  number,  were  only  a  single  file,  five  fee't 
apart.  In  this  situation  they  remained  until  day-break, 
when  our  troops  advanced  in  a  line,  a  few  hundred  yards. 
The  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our  light  party  in  fi'ont, 
and  after  the  first  fire  charged  the  militia  with  bayonets, 
whereupon  the  whole  gave  way,  except  Col.  Dixon's  regi- 
ment of  North-Carolina  militia — and  their  cavalry  continu- 
ing to  harrass  the  rear,  such  was  the  ]>anic  diffused  through 
the  whole,  that  the  utmost  exertions  of  Gens.  Gates, Stevens, 
Caswell,  and  others,  assisted  by  a  number  of  officers,  to  ral- 
ly them  even  in  small  parties,  on  tiic  advantageous  posts 
at  which  it  was  occasionally  attempted,  were  ineffectual. 
They  ran  like  a  torrent,  and  bore  all  before  them.  This 
shameful  desertion  of  the  militia  gave  the  enemy  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bending  their  whole  force  against  the  Maryland 
troops  and  Dixon's  regiment  of  North-Carolina  militia.^ 
The  conflict  was  obsrtinate  and  bloody,  and  lasted  fifteen 
minutes.  Dixon's  militia  standing  firm  with  their  regular 
brethren,  and  pushing  bayonets  to  the  last.  Superior 
bravery  was,  at  length,  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior 
numbers,  and  this  gallant  corps  compelled  to  quit  the 
ground.  They  were  then  furiously  charged  by  a  party  of 
British  horse,  numbers  not  known,  whom  they  completely 
vanquished,  insomuch  that  not  more  than  two  of  the  party 
are  said  to  have  got  off.  These  brave  men  suffered  greatly, 
having  lost,  as  is  believed,  one  half  of  their  number, 
and,  to  iheir  immortal  honour,  made  good  their  retreat. 
The  waggons  were  a  distance  behind.  The  waggoners  cut 
loose  the  horses  on  wfiich  they  were — the  flying  militia  the 
rest,  and  left  the  waggons.  An  account  of  no  light  autho- 
rity, says,  they  were  all  taken  to  the  number  of  400.  An  of- 
ficer in  the  engagement  says,  however,  that  not  niorecthau 
*0  were  taken;  that  the  enemy  never  pursued  so  far  as  to 
the  place  where  the  waggons  wei-e  posted;  that  the  caval- 
ry, indeed,  did  pursue  beyond  them,  but,  as  the  wagj^ons 
stood  M'ithout  horses,  they  were  unable  to  carry  them  off, 
and  that  teams  were  afterwards  collected  at  Ciiarlotte, 
Avhich  were  sent,  and  brought  them  away  safely.  We  lost 
eiglit  pieces  of  cannon — all  the  ammunition  that  was  witli 
the  army,  tents,  baggage,  miiitai-y  eliest  CpuperJ  and 
nearly  iUl  the  muskets  wliich  were  basely  thrown  away  by 
the  militia.    The  numbers  of  the  enemy  arc  not  certainly 
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CHAP,    known.*    Colonel  Sumpter*s  intelligence  made  them,  on 

XVI.      the  15tb,  one  thousand  two  hundred  regulars,   and  on© 

thousand  militia,  and  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred  re- 

===■  gulars  on  their  way.  It  is  helieved  their  loss  is  full  five 
hundred  killed  and  wounded.  They  retreated  immediate* 
ly  to  Camden;  but  sent  a  party  of  horse  against  Colonel 
Suniptcr,  who,  after  he  had  withdrawn  up  the  Wateree, 
forty  miles,  came  on  him  by  surprize,  cut  him  off  from 
his  arms — retook  the  prisoners,  waggons  and  other  things 
he  had  captured.  Few  of  his  men  were  lost,  as  they  fled 
to  the  woutls.  Generals  Gates,  Gists,  Smalhvood,  Huger^ 
Stevens,  Butler  and  Gregory,  are  safe.  Gen.  De  Kalb, 
and  KuUierford  are  missing — the  former  a  prisoner,  and 
mortally  wounded,  it  is  said;  the  latter  a  prisoner  certain- 
ly. Colonel  Purteriieid,  an  inestimable  officer,  is  said,  and 
we  fear  too  truly,  to  be  dead  of  his  wounds — about  one 
third  of  his  corps  escaped.  On  this  defeat,  the  yeomanry 
of  North-Carolina  immediately  turned  out  unsolicited.  An 
army  is  collecting,  which,  when  our  last  advires  came  a- 
way,  viz.  August  23rd,  already  consisted  of  between  four 
and  five  thousand  men.'* 

The  unexpected  meeting  of  the  two  armies,  in  the  night 
of  the  15th,  was  produced  by  the  design  of  the  American 
General  just  stated,  and  bv  a  simultaneous  intention  of 
Lord  Coruwallis  to  attack  Gates  in  his  encampment  at 
Rugeley's  Mills,  early  in  the  morning  on  the  16tli.  Apprized 
ol  the  rapid  advance  of  the  Americans  towards  Camden, 
the  British  Lieutenant  General  had  left  Charleston  and  re- 


ed 


111  the  memoranda  of  Governor  Jefferson,  for  1780,  we  find  the  arjnes- 

FoncES  ExoAGED,  August  16,  1780. 

BRITISH. 

23rd  British  regiment,        .                -               -               .  400 

33rd    do.          do.        -              -               .               -  -    300 

rist     do.          do.                ....  300 

Lord  Rawdon's  corps,                „               .                -  .    350 

Tai  leton's  legion,          -                    ...  420 

Reii\forcement  from  Charleston  under  Lord  Cornwallis  'i  .-qq 

of  the  63d  regiment  of  the  Hessian  corps,  5 

Bryan's  and  Harrison's  new  levies,        -              -               .  600 


Total,        -  -        3070 

Tories  incorporated — numbers  unknown — but  did  no  damage,  having 
run  away  at  the  fii-st  lire  of  artilierj'. 

AMERIC.\N  FORCE. 

Maryland  division,  reduced  by  detacnments,        -  -    800 

Armand's,  Portemeld's  and  Armstrong-'s  corps,  -  200 

Caswell's  Xortli-Carolina  militia,         ...     1,000 
Steven's  Vij-gini;t  militia,        ...  800 

Totaly        -  -        2,800 
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paired  to  the  scence  of  danger.    Finding  his  situation  sueh    CHAP. 
as   to   render  a  baftle,  even  under  disadvantapieons  cir-       XVI. 
cuinstanues,  preferable  to  a  retreat,  t'ornwalli;,,  never  (lis  _ 

inelined  to  llie  decision  of  the  s>\ord,  iiuniecWateh  resolvid   " 
uj>on  aliacking  his  aniagonist.     The  l\ite  of  the  tcallant  and       ^^^q 
promising  PorJcrfieUl  lias  aheadv  been  adverted  to.     The 
heroic  De  Kalb,*  in  a  vigorous  attempt  to  recover  the  day,  nates  is  de- 
recfived  eleven  wounds  ;  and  l;e  wouh!  have  been  hilled  on  feated  und 
the  spot,  had  not  his  .itteciionate  Aid-deCinnp,  the  Che-  H-ij^b^t^ 
vaiier  Duhujssou  covered  with  his  own  hody.  the  pros    rough. 
trate  veteran,  and  arrested  the  British  bayonets,  with  which 
he  WiiS  himself  pierced  in  this  magnaninious  efiort  to  save 
his   f»  ieud.     Ue  Kalb  did  not  long   survive  :  he  died  six 
days  after,  with  the  praise  of  his  brave  troops  of  Mury- 
hmd  and  Delaware,  on  his  quivering  lii«.     Congress  de- 
creed to  his  memory  a  splendid  monument.     Stevens,  in- 
dignant at  the  unworthy  panic  of  his  roilitia,  envyed  the 
d^'ing  Baron.     He  had  lived  too  long — for  he  had  lived  to 
see  the  troops  of  his  native  state,   in  whose  exej'tions  he 
had  placed  his  confidence,  on  whose  gallantry  he  had  built 
his  hopes  for   the  deliverance  of  the  South,  shamefully 
shrink  from  the  assault  of  the  foe,  and  seek  in  precipitate 
liight  a  safety,  to  which  a  thousand  deaths  would  have  been 
preferable.     His  letters  strongly  depicture  the  afHictiou  of 
his  wounded  spirit.      The  perils,  the  sufferings  of  the  das- 
tardly' fugitives  moved  him  not.     They  had  deserved  the 
worst. — There  is  something  irresistibly  affecting   in  the 
augry  pathos  of  tlie  deserted,  disappointed  Stevens.    He 
stood  on  the  ground  chosen  for  the  dire  conflict,  himself 
regardless  of  any  »hing  but  honour  and  duty,   and  flushed 
with  high  expectations  of  victory.     **  My  brave  fellows," 
he  cried  to  his  men,  as  the  British   were  rushing  onward, 
«*  you  have  bayonets  as  well  as  they ;  we  will  charge  them." 
They  heard   him   not — they  listened  only  to  their  fears  ! 
— "  Their  conduct  he  writes,   has  mortally  wounded   my 
feelings  ;"  and  again  ; — "  I  never  shall  be  reeoneiied  with 
these  fellows,  'till  1  get  them  all  together  again,  and  put 
them  into  a  situation  where  they  may  wipe  off  the   stain 
they  have  brought  on  themselves  and   their   country,  and 
make  some  atonement  fur   the  distresses  that  their  dis- 
graceful  behaviour  has  occasioned  ;  and,  at  a  tiuje  too, 
when,  if  they  had  behaved  like  men,  they  might  have  re- 
lieved thousands,   and  immortalized  their  own  name*.'* 


•  For  interesting  details  concerning  De  Kalb,  see  H.  Lee's  Memoirs, 
Vol.  1.  Appendix,  page  380.  His  baggage  was  saved — conveved  to  Philadel- 
phia by  Dubuysson  who  was  pai-oled— put,  at  the  request  oftlie  Baion,  in  tlie 
care  of  Chevalier  La  Luzerne,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  Fi\ince.  Stevens  lost 
all  bis  baggage.  Gates  saved  hi^.  The  Britisli  accounts  say  1,000  Ame. 
ricans  were  killed — 800  taken — 160  w.aggons  taken,  &c.  &c. 

Poi-tflrfield  languished  a  longtime — and  died. 

3D. 
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CHAP.    In  their  fliglit,  they  retraced  the  route  by  which  they  had 
XVI.       advanced.     Stivens  returned  to  Spink's,  with  a  view  to 

• collfct   again  the  dispersed   tiigjiives.     Jde  succeeded  in 

'  r}iII,vingai)out  700.     *•  We  had  to  retreat,  he  writes  from 

1780       Spinks  August,  20th,  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  through 
a  country,  which  may  be  truly  said  to  be  inhabited  by  our 
enemies  ;  and  before  any  large  parly  of  ours  could  be  col- 
lected, the  inhabitants  rose  in  numbers,  and  disarmed  the 
chief  part  of  our  men.     I  am  where  scarce  a  friend  is  to 
be  found."     Gates,  on  the  night  of  the  IGth,  had  retired  to 
Charlotte:  but  wiihuut  arms,  ammunition,  or  inlrencliiug 
tools,    he  saw  the    impracticability  of   qiaintaining  that 
posJ  ;  and  (iisrt'garding  the  loss  of  personal  fame  which 
would  not  fail  to  attend  a  rapid  and  distant  withdraw,   he 
proceeded    (o  Hillsborough,  a  place  more  favourable    to 
a  renewal  of  bi  okeu  strength,  and  to  efficient  preparations 
for  the  future.     Looking  back  with  bitter  anguish  at  tiie 
means  lately  in  bis  power,  and  now  lost  through  that  [,re- 
eipitation  which  had  hurried  him  to  a  decisive  action,  with 
troops,  mdsi  of  w  hum  had  never  seen  the  face  of  an  enemy, 
;ind   wanted,    of   course,    that  intrepidity  and  discipline, 
which  are  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  even  the   best 
plan — at  a  moment,  too,  when  the  bodies  of  those  troops 
were  debiliiated,  and  their  spirits  depressed    by  hunger 
and  fatigue — Gates  resolved  diligently  to  repair  the  wreck- 
ed lbr(unes  of  the  Soutli ;  and  he  was  greater,  perhaps, 
after  his  defeat  than  before.     The  scattered  fragments  of 
the  American  army  gradually  collected  at  Charlotte,  where 
they  happily  fuuJid  tliemsel"cs  among  friends,  eager  to  re- 
lieve tiieir  distresses :  these  distresses  were  iuconceivabie. 
Wounded,  hungry,  unarmed  soldiers  arrived  ia  coijfusion  : 
anguish  was  in  their  hearts — ilespundency  in  their  looks. 
Tiie  inhabitant!*  of  Charloite  en«reaied  Major  Anderson 
noi   to  leave  them  defenceless,  exposed  to  the  licentious 
outrages  of  the  victors,  w  ho  w  ere  expected  keenly  to  pur- 
sue the  advantage  they  hud  gained. — The  pre  eminent  ob- 
jects of  general  safely,  induyed  a  further  retreat  to  Salis- 
bury, and  I  hence  to  Hillsborough.  General  Caswell,  how- 
ever, remained  on  the  Yadkin,  with  a  body  of  militia,  to 
cover  the  cireumjacenf   country.     A  corps  of  ea>al ry  was 
stationed  at  Cro>s  Creek,  and  Stevens,  with  such  of  the 
Virginia  militia  as  he  had  re-assembled,  was  ordered  to 
Guilford  Court  House.     Few  of  his  men  had  suflVrcd  on 
the  fiehl,  owing  to  their  early  llight ;  some  of  the  officers, 
however,  whilst  attempting  to  restore  the  conflict,  were 
severely  wounded.     Lieutenant  Chew  lost  an  arm      The 
rest,  the  bester  to  effect  Ihejr  escape,  had  thrown  away 
their  muskeis,  and  even  (heir  knapsacks,  and  other  ar-cou- 
!       tremenls      At  Hiilsborough,  new  arms  were  put  in  their 
hands  ;  and  the  brave  Si  evens  again  experienced  the  cru- 
el mortiiicatioD  of  seeing  most  of  his  men  abandon  the  ser- 
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vice  of  their  country     Just  b*»fore  he  mnrclied  to  Guilford    CHAP. 
Court  House,  about  400  of  theui  deserted  ;  and,  when  at      XYI. 

that,  his  numbers  were  in  a  short  time  reduced  lo  loO.  . 

This  circumstance  induced  Gates  to  Order  him  haclv  to  " 
Hillsborough.     Informing  the  Governor  of  (his  new  dere-    ■  ^j^q 
liction  of  duty,  Stevens  expresses  his  determination  to  re- 
main at  his  post,  even  if  all  his  men  should  forsake  him, 
and  to  oppose,  at  least,  his  body  to  tlie  British  sabres. 
Upon  information  of  this  almost  universal  desertion,   the 
Governor  required  the  County  Lieutenants  to  exert  them- 
selves in  taking  ihe  fugitives  ;  and  such  was  the  detesta- 
tion with  vvliici*  they  were  received,  that,  from  many  coun- 
ties many  went  back    of  themselves.      They  threw  the 
blame  on  some  of  their  officers,  who,  they  allcdged,  had 
indulged  them  with  furloughs.     But  this  could  apply  to 
very  few  cases  ;  for,  Stevens  had  peremptorily  prohibited 
officers  from  thus  injuring  the  service,   and  no  furloughs 
■were  valid  but  those  countersigned  by  himself.  Courts  mar-  His  exerti 
tial  were  held  on  the  offenders,  and   they  were  made   sol    ""**  *°  ''^* 
diers  for  8  mouths.     Some  had  been,  contrary  to  the  posi-  ^^^. 
tive  injunctions  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  received  in- 
to volunteer  corps  :  a  practice  which  was  so^n  and  effec- 
tually cheeked.     Two  tliousand  miliiia  were  now  enlled 
into  the  field,  to  serve  eighteen  months.      Hillsborough 
was  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.     Taylor's  Ferry, 
on  the  Roanoak,  was  soon  after  made  an  intermediate  de- 
pot.     Bo<lie3  of  volunteers  were  also  raised.      Colonel 
Morgan  again  took  the  Held.     A  particular  commann  was 
intended  foi-  him.     Gates,    who  knew  the  usefulness  of 
tlmt  brave  oJTicer.  again  urged  his  promotion.     **  I  repeat 
my  request  to  Congress,  he  wrote  to  the  President  of  that 
Body,  on  the  6th  of  October,  to  appoint  Colonel  Morgan  a 
Brigidier  General,  not  only  as  his  services  entitle  him  to 
it,  liutas  it  will  give  him  a  right  and  conveyance  with  the 
militia,  that  ?s  now  absolutely  necessary.     His  sepecate 
corps  was  to  consist  of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen,  and 
lig^t  infantry,  as  well  ContinenUil  as  militia.     AVith  such 
a  corps,  headed  by  such  a  leader.  Gates  hoped  to  be  able 
to  retard  and  confine  Lord  Cornwallis's  army,  until   he 
should  be  in  strength  to  play  a  different  game.     Colonel 
Morgan  served  a  little  while,  imder  Smaliwood,  now  a  Ma- 
jor Ge  t  ral.     Soon  the  rank  which  he  so  eminently  de- 
served, was  confcE'red  on  him  ;  and  the  anticipations  of 
Gati's  were  fully  realized      The  hardy  race  of  Mountain- 
eers, on  and  about  the  Blue  rid:^c,  whose  affection  and  con- 
fidence the  new  Brigadii'r  General  had  always  possessed, 
were  now  more  eager  than  ever,  to  be  enrolled  under   his 
comtnand      Such  as  were  possessed  of  rifles,  carried  them 
along  with  them.     The  rest   received  muskets  at  l^ich- 
TTonfl,  Taylor's  Ferry   or  Hilisbocringh.     Unr<tr(unately, 
Virgluia  wanted  arms,  tents  and  clothing  for  the  troops. 
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CH.VP.     The  cavalry,  now  furnished  with  strong  and  fleet  horses, 
XVI.       siill  ralJeti  (in  tUe  FiXeciitive  for  sabres  ;  and  the  Exceutivo 
re  eclioed  their  cry  to  Con;^ress.     A  prize  vessel   from 
G!a-i;;ow  was,    about  this  time,  bronj^ht  jiito   Newbern. 
Soni.'    tents  and  blankets  were  obtained  from  the  captors ; 
b  J'  tliiri  supply  was  far  from  adequate.     Wliile  new  rein- 
foro  Mn;'nts  of  militia  were  tiien  macclied  to  the' Southern 
arui. ,  Continental  b'vies  were  not  forgotten.     Tiie  zevslona 
M  ihlesiburg    was  incessantly  occupied  in   forwai'ding    re- 
cruits fo  heal  quartets.     Foiir  hundred  of  these  were  aa- 
nexed  to  Colo  itd  Har"ison's  artillerists,   who  had   gnatly 
dis  in  ■uisiiel  tiiemselves  in  the  unfortnnafo  aflTair  of  tljc 
16t!i  of  Au:^ust.     The  wnnt  of  waggons,  and  Hie  vircuit- 
ous  navigiifion!)etW(*en  Virginia  and  iVorth  Carolina,  while 
British  eruizers  infesfed  Hi^  Chesapealv.  preve  ited  large 
supplies  of  maize  and  Hour,  from  being  forwarh^l  to  iiills- 
borough.     The  arrangement   ado()ted  by  the   Executive, 
in  relation  to  provisims,    was  nearly  this      The  Commis- 
sioners for  the  county  of  Halifax.  Charlotte,  Prince  Ed- 
ward, Lunf  nbnrg,  Mecklenburg.  Brunswick,  Sussex,   and 
Southampton,  stored    the  provisions  they  collecled,  at  a- 
ny  places  they  thought  proner.  on  the  road   leading  from 
Richmond  to  Hillsborough. — For  'he  counties  on  the  Ap- 
pomattox and  Jnnes  river.  Petersburg,  Richmond.  Willi- 
amsburg, Smithfjeld,  Portsmouth,  and  flampton,  were  so 
many  depots.     The  counties  on  or  convenient  to  York- ri- 
ver. Rippahanock,  and  Potomack.  stored  th^'ir  supplies  at 
suitable  places  on  those  rivers.     The  Western  posts,  and 
the  barracks  in  Vlbemarle,  derived  their  provisions  from 
some  of  the  counties  above  the  tide  waters,  and  beyond  the 
Blue  ridge.     The   State  garrisons  were  chieflv  supported 
from  the  collections  at  the  College  landing,  Portsmouth 
and  Hampton.     The  ISorthern  ami  Southern  armies,  divi- 
ded the  rest  in  proo'>rtion  to  their  wants,  and  according  to 
the  convenience  of  trans  nort  at  ion.     The  establisliment  of 
an  iijtermediate  depot  at  Taylor's  Ferrv.  greatly  aided  the 
Zeal  of  the    conveyance  of  supplies  to  the  Sonth.     The  departure  and 
Southern       return  of  waggons  became  regtilar  ;  and  as  losses,  so  fre- 
retruXe^       qucnt  before,  were  no  longer  apprehended,    many  persons 
their af.        constructed  waggons  forthepnblic  service.     Conimissary 
fairs.  Land)  and  others  were,  at  t!»e  same  timp;.  untliorized  to  im- 

press such  as  they  could  di-jover.  These  detailvare  not 
unwortliy  of  historv,  since  thev  contribute  to  expldn  the 
causes  of  that  distress  whi(h  he  armies  of  Vtnerica  w<"re 
often  doomed  to  experience  ''^o  collect  supplies  of  cattle, 
agents  were  employed  in  the  diiferent  counties,  begiuning 
with  those  of  Princess  Anne  and  Norfolk,  and  proceeding 
to  others  in  order,  as  they  stood  expos^nl  to  the  incn^'sions 
of  the  enemv — exboustiijg  them  as  clo'^ely  as  nossib^e — 
Such  were  the  exerfii)ns  of  the  Execntivf — at  a  time  when 
the  Treasury  of  the  Slate  was  utterly  exhausted.     Gates, 
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on  his  way  to  Hills!)oroui;li  in  July,  found  it  without  a  sin-    CIIVP. 
{^le  dollar — and   it   had  since    rcmainod   nearly  so.      Ihe      XVI. 

meetinj^  of  ihe  Lei^islarure  was  anxiously  looked   for,   as     

new  emissions  would  then  replenish  it.  This  resource,  ** 
frail  an!  precarious  ui  it  was.  must  aj^ain  he  recurred  to  ;  irgo 
for  no  other  was  left.  \ccordii!f;lv,  upon  (hrir  conveninjj; 
in  f>(*fol)er,  the  fieneral  Assemhly,  iminediaiel.^  turned  October  16. 
their  eyes  to  the  e\i;^eneies  of  the  Commonwealth.  Six 
millions  of  ])onnds  were  emitted  in  a  new  species  of  hills, 
fiM*  (he  ivdemption  of  which  the  puhlie  faith  was  solemnly 
pled^i^cd.  Three  thousand  were  directed  to  he  drjiujijhted 
for  the  Continental  service.  Supplies  of  clothing  for  the 
troops,  of  cvit{le,  waggons,  and  other  necessary  articles, 
weep  assigned  to  each  county.  Gariison  duty  was  required 
from  pensioned  invalids.  For  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
the  widows  or  orph  ins  of  such  as  should  die  in  the  service, 
ad  lilional  provisions  was  made.  Donatives  in  land  were 
secured  to  treneral  o'Rcers.  Seamen  received  further  en- 
couragements, and  r>  vessels  were  armed  against  the  pre- 
datory cruizevs  in  the  Chesapeak.  Tn  the  Southwestern 
counties,  several  persons,  convicted  of  practices  h^istile  to 
the  ^.meriean  cause  were  in  confinement,  awaiTmg  the 
penalties  decreed  hy  the  laws.  The  General  Assembly, 
wisely  prefering  mildness  to  rigor,  so  far  as  that  mildness 
was  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety,  proclaimed  a 
full  and  free  pardon  to  such  of  those  persons  as  would  ten- 
der assurances  of  repentance  for  the  past,  and  fidelity  for 
the  future — reserving  the  punishment  denounced  against 
traitors  for  cases  of  the  blackest  complexion,  and  uncon- 
querable  malignity. 

in  the  mean  time  correspondent  efforts  were  making  by 
IMuryland  and  Delaware,  now  annexed  to  the  Southern  de- 
partment ;  nor  was  North  Carolina  behind  her  sister  "^ 
St^ites,  in  exertions  of  the  same  kind.  She  knew  well  that  ,f 
the  army  now  forming  conld  alone  interpose  an  efficient 
hulwnrk  betvvecn  her  and  the  enemy.  In  South  Carolina, 
the  struggle  for  liberty  had  not  entirely  subsided.  That 
country  possessed  citizens  whose  model  is  found  only  in 
those  ancient  repul>lic3,  where  the  Jlmnrpatrkv  was  the 
pr'Mlominating  passion  of  the  heart,  or  rather  absorbed  e- 
vcry  other  passion.  Such  were  Marion  in  the  North  F^as- 
tern  parts  of  the  State,  Sumpter  in  the  country  between 
Camden  and  Ninety  Six,  AVilliams  and  Pickens  towards 
Augusta.  Restless  and  ardent  in  tlie  cause  of  liberty, 
those  pifriotic  individuals,  of  ditferent  ages,  manner?,  and 
conditions,  harmouizeii  in  one  great  and  important  ol)jec<. 
the  deliverance  of  their  country  from  British  servitude, 
Wlie:j  we  look  at  the'r  means  we  arc  inclined  to  despond 
— hnt  when  we  v'cw  rlieir  lofry  characters,  their  invinci- 
ble perseverance,  theirgenius  in  planning,  and  their  bold- 
ness ia  execution,  we  are  reminded  of  tiie  heroic  handful 
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of  freemen  at  the  Thermopilse,  at  Marathon,  and  other 
places  saeied  to  patriotic  courage.  "We  anticipate  similar 
results.  The  Myriads  of  Persia  flee  to  their  ships  with 
■  disgi'ace  and  in  dismay. — The  triumph  of  Britain  must  end 
also  in  discouiHture  and  shame. — The  impolitic  system 
pursued  by  Cornwallis.  in  the  proud  moments  of  victory, 
greatly  contributed  to  rekindle  in  South  Carolina  the  flame 
of  opposition.  Immediately  after  the  affair  at  Camden, 
C{)vnw{«llis  seemed  to  emulate  the  conqueror  at  Saratoga, 
in  humanity  towards  his  pi'isoners.*  Is  is  probable  ths.t, 
had  he  been  the  carver  of  his  own  measures,  (hey  would 
all  have  been  marked  with  lenity.  But  General  Clinton's 
proclamation  had,  as  we  have  related,  transformed  prison- 
ers on  parole  into  liege  subjects,  without  the  participation 
of  their  will.  The  plastic  hand  of  British  tyranny,  found 
no  difticulty  in  thus  moulding  traitors  and  victims.  Pa- 
roles and  protections  were  understood  by  the  people  to  se- 
cure their  neutrality,  not  thtir  allegiance.  I'he fii'st  were 
annulled,  and  the  holders  of  them  called  to  arms  for  the 
support  of  the  royal  cause.  The  second  Avere  cons!  rued 
into  fealty,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Yet,  the  original 
condition  of  those  paroles  and  protections  simply  was,  that 
the  citizens  should  remain  quietly  at  their  homes.  The 
mighty  fiat  of  Sir  Hs^nry  Clinton  having  thus  made  traitors 
of  those  who  were  only  enemies,  it  remained  ff»r  Cornwal- 
lis to  deal  out  the  penalties  which  an  absurd  and  cruel  ficti- 
on ha<l  <iecreed.  Imprisonment,  confiscation,  ignominious 
death  by  the  gibbet,  conflagration,  now  became  matters  of 
course.  Exile  was  mercy.  The  ruthless  victors  rioted  in 
blood,  violence  and  rapine.  They  seemed  resolved  to  try 
how  far  human  patience  can  go  ;  and  eager  to  subvert  by 
excess  the  very  fabric  which  their  mastei*s  intended  to 
raise.  The  most  respectable  among  the  prisoners  at 
Charleston  were  transferred  to  the  seas  of  East  Florida, 
un?;pr  the  alledged,  but  unsupported  charge  of  dishonour- 
able breaches  of  their  paroles.  By  an  iuimutalJe  law  of 
the  great  author  of  nature,  action  in  a  moral,  as  well  as  in 
aphy-ical  sense,  is  always  productive  of  re  action,  resis- 
tance always  the  effect  of  pressure,  and  detestation  the 
inseparable  attendant  of  cruelly.  Instead,  then,  of  ee- 
conquering  Sorilh  Carolina  by  tcvorism.  Cornwallis  ?»u»"e 
irrecoverably  alienated  liei'.  WIsa  did  the  Bei<isl5 1fa?'ev^, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  uniTormly  ".I'Me^re  to  th'S  system  of 
conquest  by  terror  and  violence  ?  Was  it  ipno?'an«e  o**  the 
human  heart  ?  Was  it  in!)red  haughtiness  ?  Stiff  :»nd  in- 
flexible pride?     Personal  or  national  arrogunce?     i>v  did 

*  Gates  writes  to  Cornwallis  by  a  fia£r,  Auq-iist  29th.  "  I  an  to  hunk 
your  Lordsliip  for  the  r.ttention  and  tendfvness  with  wliicl  Cap  in  ILtiniU 
ton  assures  me  the  wounded  and  iri-isoi^ers  h:.ve  been  ti  tated  CLiTTiden. 
It  has  been  an  invariable  rule  with  '.r.e  u^  c)l>servethe  like  generous  lenity 
to  all  those  thai  have  fallen  into  mv  hands."' 
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all  those  causes  combine  to  lead  America  to  Independence    CHAP. 
through  iyranii)'»  to  a  just  and  mild  government  through      XVI. 
oppression  and  bloodshed  ?     Let  facts  answer  the  question. 
But,  sureij,  men  who  did  not  exempt  even  their  friends  ' 

from  a  wanton  abuse  of  power,*  might  fain  see  tliat,  4780 
by  creating  inextinguishable  abhorrence  and  disgust  in 
the  mani^  breasts  of  free  citizens,  they  must  pull  down 
uliimate  ruin  on  their  own  heads.  Prison  ships,  eontla- 
gratioii,  gibbets,  insull  and  oppression  of  every  kind,  could, 
indeed,  distress,  but  they  could  not  subjugate.  The  very 
women  of  South  Carolina  mocked  the  proud,  relentless 
conqueror,  tlis  balls  and  concerts  were  unadorned  with 
their  presence.  Mourning  in  secret  over  the  fallen  liberties 
of  their  country,  ministering,  like  angels  of  comfort,  to  the 
sick  prisoners,  and  clothing  the  naked,  they  breathed  into 
their  sons,  their  husbands  and  brothers,  fortitude,  persever- 
ance, nia.^nanimity.  They  sent  them  into  the  battles  of  their 
coutitry,  or  saw  them  dragged  into  exile,  with  virtuous  re- 
si^'uation.  They  parted  with  them,  rather  than  they  should 
taemsehcs  j)art  with  principle. — Such  stimulants,  and  the 
heroic  examples  of  Marion,  Sumpler.  and  otl;ier  partizans, 
who  incessantly,  and  often  successfully,  harrassed  the 
British,  kept  alive  ihe  llame  of  resistance.^ 

As  soon  as  he  had  collected  proper  supplies,  Cornwallis,  ComwallU 
favoured  by  the  season,  proceeded  from  Camden.  With  marches 
a  view  to  awe  the  patriotic  settlements,  and  to  open  a  com-  ^^  *™" 
miiiucation  hetwecn  the  friends  of  Great  Britain  in  ihe 
East,  and  those  in  the  West  of  South  and  North  Carolina, 
he  marched  the  main  body  of  his  army  through  the  Wax- 
haws,  while  Tarleron  followed  with  his  legion,  a  parallel 
rotu  e,  along  the  Western  banks  of  the  Wateree,  and  Ma- 
jor Ferguson,  with  a  strong  corps  chiefly  of  Loyalists,  in- 
clined towards  the  frontiers.  The  latter  was  to  collect 
and  arm  the  royal  militia  on  his  route;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  was  accompanied  with  a  convoy  of  supernumerary 
muskets  and  other  arms.  The  march  of  Curnwallis  was 
unint'Trupted  ;  but  his  flanks  occasionally  harrassed.  At 
Wahab's,  a  British  party  was  surprized  by  the  daring  Co- 
lonel Davie  who  taking  from  ihem  ninety  horses  with  their 

•  Were  it  not  for  the  autUoi'ity  of  Stedman,  a  British  liistorian,  often 
jnentioned  before,  we  could  not  believe  the  subjoined  fact : 

"Tlie  horses  were  taken  out  of  tlie  wap^fons,  and  the  (royal)  militia 
harnessed  in  their  stejid,  drew  the  waggons  through  the  creek.  We  arf 
sorry  o  say  that,  in  return  for  these  exertions,  the  militia  were  maltreated  by 
ubiuiv-  lan^mcfe,  and  even  beaten  by  some  officers  in  the  Quarter  .Master 
General's  department.  In  consequence  of  this  ill  usage,  several  of  'hem 
lefi  the  army  next  morning,  forever,  chtisingto  run  the  risque  of  meetini; 
tile  resentment  of  their  enemies,  rather  thian  submit  to  tlie  derision  and 
abuse  of  those  to  w.dhi  they  looked  up  as  friends. — And  Stedman,  who 
hono  mibly  re^irobates  this  stupid  brutality, adds,  in  a  Note: — "  So  essen- 
tially necessary  was  'his  unfortunate  description  of  people,  tliat  it  was  im- 
possible to  liuve  siippyrted  hi-j  iVlniestv's  nrmv  in  thf-  fifld  v.irhoui 
them. " 
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CHAP,     equipments,  and  120  stain!  of  amis,  retired  in  sceiiHfy. 
XVI.       Si\iy  of  the  enen*>  veie  killed  and  vouuded.     All  tl  i  A- 
^^^^^   niei-icans,  exeept  one,"  were  iinhnrr.     Un'   hiave  l>vs^ie, 
""  preceding  tJie  Ihiiish   siini;^,  posled  his  linle  humi  at  il'.e 

1780      ^^I'V'^  IJouse  in  Charlotte  and  theie  thrice  rcjiulscd  the 
Britibh  legion,  and  for  a  vhileke|tt  (he  vhole  hoscile  army 
ai  ihcLay.  Cornvallis  bin>seif  ^vas  i.bligeo  lo  ride  np  to  the 
legion,  and  press  their  advance.     A^  iill  a  loss  naich  inferi- 
or to  ihat  of  the  foe,  DuMC  iisadc  good  his  leti  eat  lo  Salis- 
bury.    A  fctrifiig  instance  of  lr:.\ciy  and   tntei prize! 
Ai\(\  to  the  liriiihh  Con  niandcr  an  impressive  earnest  of 
ihe  spirit  of  the  country  !     Of  that  unsubdued  spiiit,  (.orn- 
i\allis  received  other  proofs.     Wis  niessengeis  vere  inter- 
rupted :  his  foraging  parties  liar  rasj^ed,  and  ofi«n  cut  oft'; 
the  Biitibh  eoi.IU  not  <juit  their  Jiu(  s  v\ith  impunity.     At 
Charlotte,  hctweur,  Lord  tonuv.jllis  vas  esiahlishing  an 
intermediate  post    beiween    taniden,  and    Salisbury,    to 
vhicJi  he  uou  intended  to  marelj.  when  the  unwelcome  in- 
telligence of  the  fall  01  Major  Ferguson,  and  the  captivi- 
ty  oi   the  surviving  portion  of  bis  men,  arrested  the  j)ro- 
gr«ss  of  the  JBriiish  arm^,  and  lur  a  time  saved  ]\orlh  Ca- 
rolina from  iuvasion. 

M  hen  Georgia  had  fallen  again  under  ihc  dominion  of 
the  liriiish,  such  oi  her  jiatrioiie  ciiizcns  as  prefertd  exile 
lo  submission,  lied  inio  the  neighbouring  States.     Among 
these  was  I  olouei  Clarke,  a  man  of  active  and  daring  dis- 
Fergiison's    position.     Having  retiree  to  the  South  wt  Stern   borders  of 
deitat.  JVorth-Carolina,  he  soon  attached  to  hin.self  a  number  of 

brave  and  hardy  mountaineers.  About  this  time,  (he  pre- 
sents with  which  the  co-operation  of  ihe  Indians  was  annu- 
ally purchased  b^y  (he  British,  hud  been  collected  at  Augus- 
ta. Ibe  hope  of  a  rich  jney,  couibining  with  the  desire 
of  vengeance  and  of  fame,  induced  Clarke  and  his  f«  Uovvers 
to  inurch  agaiiist  that  town  defended  by  Lieutenant  Col. 
Brown,  with  a  garrison  of  150  men.  A  reinforcement 
from  ISiuety  Six  enabled  Brown  to  ward  offthe  blow  of  des- 
truction, and  the  Americans  were  compelled  to  retire. 
Cornwallis,  apprized  oi  their  retrogade  movement  directed 
Ferguson  to  interrtijx  their  retreat,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  latter  advanced  irom  Gill)ert-Town  towards  the  Moun- 
tains. An  invisible  hand  led  him  to  defea(  and  death. 
Objects  nearl,>  similar  to  those  of  Clarke,  had  drawn  to- 
gether immerous  bands  of  (hoi^e  active,  indefatigable,  and 
enterprising  sons  of  ^orih  Carolina  and  \irgi!!i;i,  disper- 
sed over  the  Western  wilds  o!  both  these  states,  and  in- 
ured ft  om  childhoo<!t<t  the  stratagem  and  t lie  toils  of  the 
chase.  jMore  expert  riders,  or  more  skilful  riflemen,  are 
scarcely  to  be  found.  Under  theii  respective  chiefs.  Camp- 
bell, Cleveland,  Williams,  Sevier,  McDowell,  Lacy.  Hisw- 
thorn,  aiid  Hiii,  baiuis  of  e;  ger  warriorsunited  against  Fer- 
guson. No  baggage  retarded  their  march.  Every  man  car- 
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ihe  real  object  of  this  embarkation.    He  had  always  he-    CHAP. 
lieved  the  object  of  Sir  AVilJiam  Howe  to  be  the  command        IX 
of  the  upper  Hudson,  and  under  this  impression,  had  taken 
every  possible  measure  to  render  the  station  of  Peek's  Kill 


inexpungable.  Now  apprehensive  of  a  feint,  he  took  a  ^.j^j 
position  which  alike  enabled  him  expeditiously  to  extend 
the  protection  of  his  army  either  to  that  important  pass, 
or  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  A  bold  and  successful  at- 
tempt by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barton,  with  a  handful  of  mi- 
litia, against  Major  General  Preseot,  on  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  force  in  Rhode-Island  had  lately  de- 
volved, greatly  animated,  about  this  time,  the  hopes  of 
the  Americans.  Unobserved  by  the  guard  boats  of  the 
enemy.  Barton  and  his  few  attendants  passed  from  War- 
wick to  the  western  part  of  the  Island,  proceeded  without 
loss  of  time  to  Prescot's  quarters,  seized  the  centinel  at 
his  door,  and  one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  took  the  General 
liimself  in  his  bed,  and,  with  cautious  celerity,  conveyed 
Jiim  to  an  American  post.  Thus  was  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  with  Major  General  Lee,  and  likely  to  be  exchanged 
for  him,  captured  under  circumstances  nearly  similt^r  to 
those  which  had  placed  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  q,tcl!ievement  was  justly  applauded  by  Congress,  the 
people,  and  the  army. 

The  belief  of  Washington  that,  although  the  hostile  fleet  Events  m 
had  bent  its  course  to  the  Southward,  still  the  real  object  the  Lake-. 
of  General  Howe  was  a  junction  with  Burgoyne,  on  the 
upper  Hudson,  had  derived  new  strength  from  late  intel- 
ligenceof  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  latter  pursued  his 
victorious  march  towards  Albany.  Early  in  July,  Ticon- 
deroga  had  been  evacuated  by  St.  Clair,  w  ithout  a  siege. 
In  its  retJ*eat,  the  American  division  had  been  hotly  pur- 
sued, overtaken,  and  notwithstanding  a  most  gallant  defence, 
defeated  with  considerable  loss.  Fort  Anne  and  Skeensbo- 
rough  were  occupied  by  the  enemy;  harrassed,  broken,  dis- 
pirited, the  troops  under.  St.  Clair  appeared  totally  unable 
to  check  the  triumphant  progress  of  the  British.  I'lie 
junction  alluded  to  having  thus  become  more  practicable, 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  an  attempt  towards  it  would 
be  made  by  Sir  William  Ho^ve;  yet  Washington  kept,  at 
the  same  time,  an  anxious  eye  on* Philadelphia.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  lowe  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  of  New  Jersey,  were  called  to  arms,  and  other 
preparatory  measures  taken  against  eventual  invasion, 
through  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 
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General  transactions  in  Virginia — Measures  against  disaf' 
JecteA  persons  and  deserters — drrivols  of  supplies  from 
France — Meeting  of  a  Scientific  society — Beneficial  06. 
jecfs  of  that  society — Meeting  of  the  Legislature — Princi' 
pal  acts  of  this  Session — Measures  for  completing  the 
quota  of  men  for  the  Continental  ^I'vice — Oath  of  allegi- 
anct  prescribed — Continental  Loan  Ojffice  established  at 
JViUiamshurg — Establishment  of  another  Loan  Of^ce 
for  the  State — Jlct  to  support  the  credit  of  the  Continent" 
al  and  State  paper  mojtei — tiit  against  desertion — PrO' 
Tisions  against  invasions  and  insurrections — Act  relative 
to  the  Congressional  Delegation  from  the  State — »Rppoint- 
ment  of  Delegates — Thanks  of  the  House  given  to  R.  //. 
Lee — Provisions  for  the  recovery  of  public  money,  and  for 
the,fuljilment  of  contracts  with  Government — other  la- 
bours of  the  Legislature — Jlct  in  favor  of  Hampden  Sid- 
iiey  Academy — P.  Hemnf  is  re-appointed  Governor-^-  Pub- 
lie  Records  removed  to  Richmond — Adjournment  of  the  Le- 
gislature— Arrival  of  the,  Baron  de  Kalh,  and  of  the 
Marquis  Dcla  Fayette  in  Ameinca — Proclamation  of  the 
Governor  against  certain  dangerous  persons — Anniver- 
samj  of  Independence — Washington  reinforces  the  JVbrf fc« 
cm  army— Sullivan's  excursion  into  Slaten-Island — 
The  British  fleet  enters  the  Chesapeake — Active  measures 
in  Virginia  thereupon — Howe  lands  below  Elkton — Bat- 
tle of  Brandy  Wine — Howe  enters  Philadelphia. 

Whilst  the  two  armies  were  thus  preluding  to  the  awful 
drama  to  be  shortly  acted  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  or 
on  fhoae  of  the  Delaware,  the  Executive  of  Virginia  pur- 
sued, with  energetic  zeal,  the  measures  sanctioned  by  the 
late  Grcneral  Assembly,  for  the  removal  of  obnoxious  per- 
sons, and  for  an  adequate  augmentation  of  military 
force.  British  merchants,  not  well  affected  to  the  cause 
of  America,  were  peremptorily  ordered  to  leave  the  State, 
and  such  as  failed  to  comply,  in  due  time,  wilh  this  order, 
taken  into  custody  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  The 
recruiting  service  was  pressed  with  si^jadessful  ardour,  and 
desertion  subjected  to  rigorous  penalJiW  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  miblaken  sympathy,  or  attachment,  several  per- 
sons harboured  and  concealed  individuals  who,  at  so  criti- 
cal a  juncture,  unblushingly  abandbncd  tlie  banners  of 
their  country.  On  tlie  2ith  of  April,  Governor  Henry  is- 
s\icd  a  proclamation  intended  to  crush  a  practice  so  nefa- 
iMous,  in  a  ease  of  voluntary  enlistments,  and  when  the 
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lives  of  the  citizens,  their  liberty,  and  whatever  Freemen    CH  \P, 
ought  to  hold  dear,  were  invaded  by  an  armed  foree  ;   di-         X. 
reeling  diligent  search  to  be  made  (or  all  military  fugi- 
tives, but,  at  the  same  time,  opening  a  prospect  of  pardon  ====» 
to    such   as  diould    spontaneously  surrender  themselves.      ^^^^ 
Energetic  regulations  were  besides  adopted,  tending  to  en- 
force, among  the  troops,  order,  discipline,  a  due  respect 
for  property  and  other  civil  rights  ;  in  short,  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  all  tlie  duties  of  their  honorable  profession. 
Thus  were  the  fundamentals  of  military  worth,  gradually 
established,  by  the  introduction  of  regularity,  system,  and 
experience ;  they  made  ample  amends  for  those  deficien- 
ces  which  the  general  state  of  things  did  not  yet  permit  to 
remove. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public  mind  was  cheered  by  the  Arrivals  of 
appearance,  in  the  principal  rivers  of  the  State,  of  several  f"JJ^  finance 
French  vessels  loaded  with  warlike  stores.  Arrivals  of 
this  description  were  now  frequent  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States.  They  resulted  either  from  private  com- 
mercial enterprize,  or  from  purchases  made  in  France  by 
Dr.  Franklin  and  his  colleagues ;  such  purchases  being 
secretly  allowed,  and  even  favoured  by  the  Cabinet  of  Ver- 
sailles. From  Holland  and  Spain,  various  supplies  were 
also  procured. —  Another  circumstance  productive  of  con- 
siderable joy  and  benefit,  was  the  return,  about  this  time, 
of  Colonel  Gibson  and  Captain  Lynn,  who,  in  May  1776, 
had  been  sent  by  General  Lee  to  New-Orleans,  with  a  small 
escort,  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  with  the  Governor, 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  quantity  of  gun-powder.  Of 
this  valuable  article,  they  now  brought  to  Virginia  twelve 
thousand  pounds,  obtained  on  moderate  terms.  This  ex- 
pedition, which  ended  so  successfully  notwithstanding  the 
multiplied  dangers  of  the  route,  was  universally  applaud- 
ed, and  soon  after  liberally  rewarded  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Amid  the  hurry  of  revolutionary  scenes,  and  the  clan-  Meeting  of 
gour  of  war,  it  is  pleasing  to  behold  an  homage  paid  to  sei-  a  Scientific 
ence.     A  taste  not  only  for  elegant  literature,  but  also  for  Society. 
profound  research,  at  that  time,  prevailed  through  Vir- 
ginia.   A  zealous  professor  at  the  University  of  William 
and  Mary,  the  learned  Dr.  Small,*  patronized  and  eneou- 


•  Dr.  Small  is  a  remarkable  instance  o*"  great  individual  uSeftilness.  In 
Virginia,  he  fo:me  1  disci;)le3  whose  light  has  irradiated  several  depart- 
ments of  science  ;  and,  on  liis  return  to  England,  having '  settled  at  Bir- 
mingham as  a  physician,  his  application  of  chemical  discoveries  to  vari- 
ous manufactures,  gi-eatly  promoted  therpospeiity  of  that  place.  Of  that 
amiable  and  meritorious  professor,  the  Historian  has  heard  the  late  Go- 
vernor Page,  and  the  late  Bishop  Madison  speak  with  enthusiasm.  Mr. 
Jefferson  also  expresses  the  warmest  gratitude  for  Dr.  Small's  enligliten- 
ed  and  affectionate  guidance  of  his  studies,  when  at  College.  The  Er. 
was  professor  of  mathematics,  and  for  sometime  occupied  tlie  philosopl.i- 
ec;!  k-.iiaL?.     He  first  introduced  into  both  schools    rational   and   elevated 


220 


HISTORY  OF 


1777 


CHAP,    raged  by  Governor  Fauquier,  the  ablest  cliaracter  who 
X.         everfilled  the  chair  of  government  in  Virginia,  before  the 

revolution,  had  chiefly  contributed  to  thediffusion  of  that 

~  tflste.    The  men  who  possessed  il  had,  most  of  them,  been  his 

disciples.  They  aimed  at  higher  objects  than  present  gratifi- 
cation or  future  fame.     They  fully  understood  the  principle 
**  that  national  industry  is  compounded  of  theory,  applica- 
tion, and  execution."     Pursuits,  which  to  vulgar  eyes  ap- 
pear, at  best,  pure  sources  of  rational  amusement,  were  by 
those  men  justly  considered  as  intimately  linked  with  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  husbandry,   manufactures,  th© 
arts,  and  commerce.     In  the  vast  extent  of  their  country, 
they  saw  boundless  fields  of  research  hitlierto  untrodden. 
A  few  natives  of  the  State,  possessing,  at  the  same  time,  a 
laudable  spirit  of  investigation,  and  much  liberal  leisure, 
had,  indeed,  explored  some  favourite  spots  in  this  immense 
region  of  promise.     Scientific  travellers,  drawn  to  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  by  an  ardent  thirst  after  knowledge, 
had  also  examined  and  described  the  most  prominent  of 
those  treasures  with  which  the  bounteous  hand  of  nature 
has  enriched  the  forests,  the  plains,  the  rivers,  and  the 
mountains   of  Virginia.     But  the  solitary,  unassisted  ef- 
forts of  the  former,  and  the  transient  attention  of  the  lat- 
ter, could  only  produce  narrow   and    unsatisfactory  re- 
sults.    Their  labours  could  not  embrace  a  range  of  disco- 
very sufficiently  extensive  to  benefit  mankind  in  any  re- 
markable degree.     The  uses,  nay,  the  very  names  of  num- 
berless native  productions,  still  remained  unknown.     The 
uniform,  unremitted,  regular  efforts  of  a  zealous   and  sys- 
tematic association,  were  evidently  wanted  to  produce  re- 
suits  splendidly  and  substantially  useful.     A  society  was, 
therefore,  instituted,  whose  commendable  objects  were,  by 
collecting  into  a  proper  focus,  the  solitary  rays  of  genius 
and  knowledge,  which  beamed  here  and  there  throughout 
Virginia,  to  throw  some  light  on  several  of  the  Sciences,  to 
render  them  all  familiar  to  the  inquisitive  and  the  studi- 
ous, and  to  apply  them  m  ith  skill  and  efficacy  to   the  per- 
fecting'of  those  arts  which  might  be  most  essentially  ser- 
viceable to  the  country  at  large.     Of  this   society,  Mr. 
John  Page,  who  with  the  active,  patriotism  of  which  we 
have  already  related  so  many  proofs,  combined  eminent 
scientific  acquirements,  was  now  President,  and  the  Rev'd, 
James  IMadison,  pi-ofessor  of  mathematics  at  William  and 


Beneficial 
objects  of 
tJiat  society. 


couKCs  of  study  ;  and  from  an  extraordinaiy  conjunction  of  eloquence 
and  log-ic,  was  enabled  to  communicate  t^jeni  to  tlic  SUideiits  with  great 
effect.  Dr.'Small  wastUe  intimate  friend  of  Georcre  W\thn,  and  first  in- 
troduced Mr.  Jcfi'crson  to  the  pau-onag-e  and  frieiuLshipof  tlmt  vcncn.ble 
character.     Govenior  Fauquier  has  been  delineated  by  Mr.  Burlc. — Sufilc!; 


it  to  observe,  that  Small 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  soon  ad 

joy:aeatij  were  philoicphicd   cxi'-ersation.  :.:id 


,  Wythe,  and  Fauquier,  were  inseparable  fri en.'.: 
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Mary  CoUei|^e,  acted  as  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  as  Gu-    CHAP. 
tator  to  the  same.     For  two  years  past,    the  meetin:;s  of         X. 
that  useful  association  had  been  inteiTui»ted,  partly  [ly  the 
critical  state  of  the  country,  and  partly  by  the  difficulty  of  ^ 

convening  so  large  a  number  of  members  as  was  required 
to  constitute  a  meeting,  conformably  to  certain  fuudamen-  '^'^ 

tal  regulations.  It  was,  therefore,  Judged  necessary,  and 
resolved  by  a  meeting  held  at  th».'  Capitol,  early  in  May, 
that  for  the  future  seven  members,  with  the  Pnsident,  or 
Vice  President  inclusive,  miii::lit  proceed  to  busiues;-,  and 
that  a  Committee  then  appointed,  should  imniedialcly  ex- 
amine and  publish  siieh  |)ap»*rs  .is  they  should  judjj:;c  wor- 
thy of  a  place  in  thcii*  transictions.  Several  valuable  pa- 
pers on  curious  and  useful  suf)jects,  sj Uf,  vrlisoioinical  ob- 
servations, and  manv  interesting  meteorological  jjitrnals, 
had  already  been  given  in,  and  a  hope  was  entertained  of 
soon  presenting  (he  whole  to  the  public  eye  through  the 
medium  of  the  press.— It  is  tfi  be  sinct-rely  regretted  that 
the  calls  of  the  war  prevented  those  precious  germs  from 
receiving  the  dcYplopement  of  which  they  were  susce;>ti- 
ble.  Such  an  institution,  if  cherished  and  nurtured  into  a 
proper  degree  of  vigor,  would  have  been  attended  with  the 
happiest  effects.  It  would  have  furnished  delightful  and 
manly  entertainment  for  its  members,  diffused  abroad  a 
spirit  of  useful  inquiry,  stirred  up  a  laudable  emulation  a- 
mougst  men  of  genius,  drawn  out  of  obscurity,  and  broMght 
into  action,  men  of  abilities,  whose  modesty  has  deprived 
the  Avorld  of  valuable  discoveries,  and  speculations,  in 
short,  by  reacting?  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  upon  educa- 
tion, manners,  and  industry,  it  would  have  eminently  con- 
tributed to  the  dignity  of  the  national  character,  and  to 
the  agricultural  and  commercial -prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  the  General  Assembly  met  at  the  Meeting  of 
Capitol,   in  Williamsburg.     Archibald  Car^  was  chosen 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  ,•  and  George  Wythe  placed  in  the 
Chair  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

To  this  pre-eminent  distinction,  George  Wythe  was  en- 
titled not  only  by  sttperior  depth  and  extent  of  legal  and 
political  knowledge,  but  by  spotless  ])urity  of  virtue,  and 
a  devotion  to  the  common  cause,  both  fervent  and  syste- 
matic. Distinguished  before  t!ie  present  contest,  as  a 
self-instructed  scholar  and  philosopher^  as  an  able,  zea- 
lous and  disinterested  advocacy  he  had  become,  on  the 
very  first  movements  of  the  opposition,  equally  conspicu- 
ous as  a  firm  and  decided  patriot.  Actions,  not  words, 
characterized  the  patriotism  of  George  Wythe.  Xo  soon- 
er did  Virginia  call  her  suns  to  anus,  than  ho  joined  a 
corps  of  volunteers.  Exchanging  f'srensio  for  nutrtiiil  ])ur- 
suits,  hovas  seen  daily  inuring  hiivisclf  to  miliia!'y  disci- 
piice,  and  the  toils  of  the  field.     But,  though  in  jie^d  of 
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Soldiers,  his  country  still  more  wanted  statesmen  and  lc«. 
gislaiois.  Her  public  councils  were  the  proj>er  theatre 
for  aliilities  like  his :  (here  bis  peculiar  usefulness  could 
be  exerted  to  the  utmost  advantage.  Accordingly,  the 
voice  of  bis  feilo^v  citizens  called  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
HousR  of  Burgesses,  over  which  be  presided  for  some 
time,  with  universal  approbation.  A  still  more  important 
trust  was  confided  to  him,  by  his  apfiointment  to  the  G«- 
neral  Congress,  which  assembled  on  the  18th  of  May, 
1773,  and  assigned  to  America  "  a  distinct  and  separaie 
station,  among  the  nations  of  the  world."  The  honorable 
task  delegated  to  him,  as  a  member  •f  ihe  Committee  of 
Revisors,  brought  him  back  to  Virginia;  and  the  City  of 
Williamsburg  placed  him  in  the  Assembly,  of  whicli  we 
now  see  liim  elected  Speaker.  It  is  worthy'of  remark  that 
his  ilhistrious  pupil  and  friend,  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  as- 
sociated with  him,  in  all  the  stages  of  this  patriotic  and 
useful  career. 

Two  striking  circumstances  distinguish  4his  session 

the  immense  number  of  petitions  laid  before  the  Assembly, 
and  the  parental  attention  bestowed  upon  them.  In  all 
countries,  a  state  of  war  necessarily  produces  much  pri- 
vate distress;  but  it  is  only  in  popular  governments  that 
private  distress  becomes  so  peculiarly  an  object  of  Legis- 
lative concern. 

The  same  session  exhibits  an  unabated  activity  of  mili- 
tary preparation.  The  better  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  were  efficiently  promoted  by  judicious  and 
energetic  regulations.  This  was  soon  followed  by  an  act 
for  the  more  rradihj  completing,  the  quota  of  troops  to  be 
raised  in  the  Commomvealih.  Any  two  members  of  the 
militia,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  who  should,  before  the 
first  day  of  October  following,  procure  an  able  bodied  sol- 
dier to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  were  to  be  exempted  from  all  draughts  whatever, 
and  from  other  military  obligations,  during  the  term  for 
wliich  such  a  recruit  should  be  enlisted.  The  recruit  him- 
self Mas  entitled  to  the  Continental  bounty  and  other  al- 
low ance!=,  independently  of  private  gratuities.  The  arrest 
of  soldiers,  in  cases  of  debts,  or  demands  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  was  proliibited  by  this  act.  But,  not  trust- 
ing entirely  to  the  effect  of  the  encoui-agements  formerly 
offered,  and  those  now  given,  the  framers  of  this  act  di- 
rected a  just  and  equal  dra^ht  from  the  militia,  in  the 
following  manner.  *• 

In  each  military  section  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the 
lOtli  of  August,  ensuing,  the  deficiency  of  men  in  the  quo- 
ta  allotted  to  that  section,  was  to  be' ascertained  by  pro- 
per military  and  civil  authonties;  and  the  militia,  divided 
into  as  many  lots  r,s  there  miglit  be  men  wanting,- to  com- 
plete the  quota  required.     In  forming  the  several  divi. 
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sions,  recrard  was  to  be  principally  had  to  the  number  of    CHAP, 
able  hodjed  men,  and  to  property,  so  as  to  observe  as  far         X. 
as  nraciifdble.  a  st»!"t  equality  in  respect  to  both.     Each 
division  was  to  funish  one  man.     In  ease  of  refusal,  or 
Beslect-  the  fi^ld  ofHoei*s.  jointlH  with  certain  masjistrates,       1777 
were  to  draught  tliose  individuals  wlio  could  best  be  spared, 
and  promised  io  be  most  serviceable.     From  tbese  allot- 
ments scafpely  anv  citizens  were  exempted ;  and  the  men 
thus  draughted  were  placed,  in  all  respects,  upon  tl»e  same 
footinj?  as  the  Continental  Regulars. 

Bv  thp  same  let  a  battalion  of  ten  companies  of  artil- 
lery '.vas  directed  to  be  raised.  For  this  purpose  the  most 
liberal  encouragements  were  held  out— especially,  in  the 
provision  made  for  the  support  and  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  wives,  children,  and  aged  parents  of  all  poor 
soldiers,  during  the  absence  of  the  latter  in  the  public  ser- 

y\of^ We  have  mentioned  a  scheme  of  trade  for  which 

apnronriaHons  had  been  made  in  1776.  This  afforded  fur- 
ther means  of  excitement  for  entering  the  army.  All  sol- 
diers were  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  public  store  with 
clothing  and  other  necessaries,  at  the  prime  cost,  and  with- 
out anv  advance  whatever,  upon  directions  to  that  effect 
from  their  commanding  officers. 

An  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth  was  re-  Oa^^f  ^  ^<> 
fltiired  from  all  free-born  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  |,;.j^^^P 
of  sixteen  Recusants  were  to  be  immediately  disarmed, 
and,' moreover,  deprived  of  all  civil  rights.  Individuals 
coming  from  other  States  into  Virginia  were  called  upon 
to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great-Bntam; 
and  a  nromise  was  required  irom  them  not  to  tlo  any  Ihmg 
prejudicial  to  the  Independence  and  interest  of  the  United 

Stipes 

To  carry  into  effect  two  resolutions  of  Congress,  for  the  fo^^^f 
pumose  of  obtaining  a  loan  of  seven  millions  ot  Corifmental  ^^^^^^^  ^. 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  loan  office  was  wiUiams. 
opened  at  Williamsburg,  and  William  Armistead  appointed  burg. 
to  suTierintend  its  operations.     For  the  repayment  of  the 
sums  borrowed,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  faith  of  the 
United  Slates   was  pledged.     Specie,  Continental   paper 
dollars,  or  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  the  Stale, 
might  constitute  part,  or  the  whole,  of  each  sum  thus 
borrowed;  and  that  sum  could  not  be  less  than  two  hun- 
dred dollars.     Certificates  were  delivered  to  the  lenders, 
who  received  upon  the  same,  an  annual  interest  of  six  per 

*pnt.  .    .        „  , 

A  desire  to  prevent  the  further  emission  of  large  sums  Estabhsh- 
of  paper-monev,  induced  an  act  for  borrowing,  on  account  "^^^f^ 
of  fhe  Commonwealth,  one  million  of  dollars.     G.  y  ehb,  ^^^,^_^ 
or  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  was  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  this  loan,  the  circumstances  of  which 
resembled  those  of  the  last  case,  except  that  the  sums  bor- 
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CHAP,     rowed  were  rot  to  lae,  less  than  three  hundred  dollars  each. 
X.         Severe  penalties  were  enaeted  to  prevent  fraud  of  any 

kind,  in  respect  both  to  Continental  ai^l  State-ccrtifieates. 

""^ ^  In  the  event  of  this  loan  not  succeeding,  Treagury-Notes 

1777      "^^cre  to  be  issued  in  dollars,  and  parts  of  dollars.    The 
circulation  of  these  notes  was  enforced  by  certain  regula- 
tions; and  they  were  declared  redeemable,  ou  the  first  day 
of  December,  1784. 
Act  to  ^up.       Congress,  awa?e  of  the  immense  and  multifarious  evils 
poitthecio-  threatened  by  depreciation,  had  been  solicitously  employed 
nemliand  '   "^  measures,  tending  to  keep  up  the  value  of  the  Continen- 
st.e  paper    ^^^  ^'^'^  of  credit.     Among  other  provisions,  they  had  re- 
money.  commended  it  to  the  respective  Legislatures  to  pass  laws, 

declaring  these  bills  a  tender  in  all  payment  of  all  debts. 
The  Legislature  of  Virginia,  therefore,  passed  an  act 
making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress 
current,  in  all  payments,  trade,  and  dealings  within  the 
Commonwealth.  A  refusal  of  Continental  or  State  bills, 
or  a  demand  of  more,  in  such  bills,  than  in  any  other  spe- 
cies of  money,  or  the  exchange  of  the  same  for  gold  or  sil- 
ver b'.'low  par,  was  made  punishable  witli  forfeiture,  ex- 
tinguishment of  interest,  and  other  penalties.  Creditors 
were  compelled  to  receive  the  tender  thus  made,  and  spe- 
cialties were  not  to  be  withheld  and  secreted,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  operation  of  this  law  * — Thus  far  was  the  re- 
commendation of  Congress  complied  with  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia.  That  this  measure  w  as  inadequate  to  its 
object  will  appear  in  the  sequel  of  our  narrative.  Opinion, 
not  law.  regulates  such  matters.  To  the  imperious  neces- 
sity of  the  times,  we  must  look  for  the  motive  of  this  po- 
licy; and  acquaint  the  legislators  of  the  demoralizing, 
and,  in  many  cases,  individually  ruinous  operation  of  the 
retro-active  clause  in  tins  act  for  the  legal  tender  of  paper 
hills.  Both  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures,  at  that 
time,  contemplated  the  redemption  of  paper-money  at  par 
with  gohl  or  silver.  Hence  this  law,  which  a  rapid  sul>- 
sequent  depreciation  rendered  partially  fatal,  whilst  it 
fundamcnlaWy  promoted  tlic  universal  good.  It  was  one 
of  those  oxti  CUM?  cases  which  call  for  extreme  remedies, 
Saltjs  ropuLi  suriuiMA.  lex  esto  I 
A  ct  against  Hcserting  had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  serious 
d-sertion.  injury  to  those  great  interests  which  now  hung  on  the  suc- 
cess of  military  operation.  The  .Proclamation  of  GvernoF 
Henry  against  this  fatal  practice,  and  its  abettors,  has  al- 
ready been  noticed.  The  Legislature,  justly  dreading 
the  consequences  of  its  continuance,  adopted  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  the  apprehension  of  soldiers  known  or  Suspected 
to  be  deserters.     Strict  injunctions  to  that  effect  were  laid 


•  See  on  .'Jmopsis  m  the  Appeiillx 
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it  exonerated  Republics,  as  Tar  as  Virginia  was  concerned    CHAP. 
from  the  trife  charge  of  ingratitude.     Burgojne  had  been       XV  I. 
denied  the  presence  of  his  sovereign.     Gates  was  soothed, 
in  his  misfortune,  by  a  public  testimony  of  thanks  and  es-  ===== 
teem.     The  Congress  themselves  urged  his  services  in  ano-       . .  ^q 
Aher  station  ;  but  that  delicacy  "  whicli  felt  suspicion  as  a 
wound,"  forbade  liis  acting  again  until  the  proposed  enqui- 
ry should  have  restored  to  him  the  confidence  of  the  army. 
iJelajs  were  interposed — and  the  great  scenes  of  the  South- 
ern war  had  closed,  before  the  hero  of  Saratoga  could  con- 
sistently w  ith  a  soldier's  principles,  resume  his  sword,  and 
gather  fresh  laurels.     In  the  modest  walk  of  private  life, 
owever,  he  continued  to  serve  the  coimtry  of  his  adopti- 
on, with  uuabated  zeal. 


sF 


ciuPTEE  xrii. 


Incursion  of  LrsJie  imo  Virginia — MemoTul  of  the  Troops 
of  ConvaiLion  frnui  ChaHottisviUc — Furl  her  designs  of 
Col.  Clarke  against  Detroit— Ueiermination  of  the  Ka?- 
ecutivc  in  regard  io  Hamilton  and  Huij — Vflntvibntions 
of  Virginia,  to  the  Coniiuenlul  establishment — Hecom- 
meuduiion  oj  Congress,  resjiecting  the  Western  lands — 
State  of  the  ^%rl hern  urmij—Jlnd  siinatioji  of  Congress 
— Jinlinons  spirit  of  some  regiments — Plan  for  giving  to 
Congress  coercive  pcicers~J\'orlhern  campaign — La 
Fayette  rcturnsfrom  France — Arrival  of  a  French  ar- 
mament—  Treason  of  General  t^lrnold — Capture  of  Ma- 
jor  Andre — His  condemnutw7i  and  death — Other  events 
— Holland  becomes  a  party  in  the  rear — Armed  netilrali- 
iy — Mr.  Ijiuirens  in  taken  by  the  Urilish — And  confined  in 
the  toiver  of  London, 

CHAP,        Early  in  Seplember,  intelligence  was  brought  to    Gen. 
XVll.      Gales  hy  spies  antl  deserters,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  intend- 
ed inimediatelv  to  embark  iiis  main  force  at  George  'I'own 
T~^  for  Cape  Fear,  and  had  pressed  from  Sir  Wenry  Clinton  a 
reinforcement  to  take  possession  of  Portsmoutli  in  Virgi- 
nia,   and  establish  there  a  strong   post.     The  movemenls 
Incursion  of  of  the  enemy  announced  a  contemplated  change  of  positi- 
Leslie  into     q^  .  and  whether  Cornwallis  desij<ued  to  march  into  North- 
'^    '         Carolina  by  land,  or  to  invade  that  State  by  water,  the  plan 
Oct'r.20th.   of  seizing  on  Portsmouth  for  (lie  purposes  of  support  and 
eflicient  co-operation,  wlicn  the  main  army  should  act  in 
North  Carolina,  and  advance  iaio   Virginia,    was  highly 
probable.     In  eifeet,  the  delayed  arrival  of  Jhe  second  di- 
\ision  of  the  French  armament  rendered  it  scarcely  practi- 
cable to  attempt,  tliis  year,  any  tbing   effectual  against 
New- York,  and,  of  course,  pul  it  in  Clinton's  power  to  de- 
tach to  the  Soutd  a  considerable  force.     General  (iaCes, 
and  <he  Governor  of  Yirginiu  communicated  to  Congress, 
and  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  tbeir  apprehensions  from 
that  qiiarJcr.     A  naval  force  only  could  protect  the  Chea- 
sa!:eak  a;.';ainst  the  expected  incursion.     A  squadron  of  the 
French  Heel,    vvinl^'ving  in  any  port  within  <he  capes  of 
Virginia*    v  ouhi   elnciually  defeat  every  scheme  of  (he 
cnenj^  against  thai   S<ate.     The  measure  was  solicited — 
and  the  convenience  antl  security  of  the  harbours  of  (h<; 
CommonvrcnUh,  together  wii  h  the  abundant  supplies  which 
t!)e  counties  on  tlie  navignhU^,  waters  were  able  to  furnis-h, 
aiicrdeda  hope  that  it  would  readily  be  embraced.     In  the 
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mean  time,  engineers  were  employed  in  ascertaining  tlie  best    CHAP. 
i)ieai;s  of  protection  against  an  eventual  invader,  atn!  in     XVII. 
taking  the  soundings  of  the  principal  waters  of  the  Bay. 
1  his  task  chiefly  devolved  on  Colonel  Senf,  whose  usefui 


ness  Gates  greatly  extols  in  his  mili(avy  correspondence.*  i-^so 
General  Gates  continued  at  Hillshnrough,  until  the  veal 
views  of  the  enemy  should  moec  fully  developc  themselves. 
The  advance  of  Loid  CornwaJlis  to  Charlotte  indicated 
one  pai't  of  their  plan  ;  and  the  intelligence  which  Govern- 
or Jetferson  received,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  Octo- 
ber, con»pIetcd  <ho  certitude  of  their  extensive  views  of 
conquest.  A  British  lleet  hud  just  appeared  in  the  T»vvy.  . 
It  consis(ed  of  transports,  under  the  protection  of  the  Ro- 
mulous  of  40  guns,  ihe  Blonde  of  30,<he  Delight  sloop  of  16, 
a  to  gun  ship  of  (he  too  amous  John  Goodrich's,  and  two 
row-gallies.  the  whole  commandc<?  by  Commodore  Gayton, 
The  troops  on  board  amounted  to  about  o.OOO,  some  of 
them  cavalry.  General  Leslie  was  at  their  liead.  bright 
hundred  of  these  troops  were  landed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Portsmouth,  and  some  more  on  the  Bay-side  of  Princess-* 
Anne.  On  the  twenty  Ihii'd,  one  thousand  infantry  were 
put  on  shore  at  New-Porfs  News,  and  immediately  took 
possession  of  Hampton.  Soon,  however,  they  concentrated 
th<'!r  forces  in  and  about  Portsmouth,  where  they  began  to 
foriify  themselves.  Their  highest  post  was  Suffolk — and 
thej  oecupi*  d  the  narrow  and  delensihle  path  between 
NaiisemoM<S-River  and  the  Dismal  Swamp,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  coimtry  b  low  fiom  being  entered  by  the  An»erieans. 
Frotn  tlK'ir  movements,  it  was  easy  to  conclude  that  they 
had  come  with  an  expectation  of  meeting  with  liord  Corn- 
wallis  on  the  borders  of  No«'th  Carolina  and  Virginia — 
that  his  preeipiiaie  retreat,  oeeasioned  as  we  have  seen  by 
the  fall  of  Ferguson,  had  left  them  without  a  concerted  or 
definite  object,  and  that  they  were  waiting  for  further  or- 
ders. Apprized  by  the  news  papers,  and  by  some  ofthe  in- 
habitants, of  the  retrogade  movement  of  Cornwallis,  they 
sent  one  of  their  vessels  to  Charleston.  At  the  same  time, 
they  gave  out  that,  after  drawing  the  force  of  the  State  to 
Suffolk,  they  meant  to  go  to  Baltimore.  The  following 
circumstance  placed  their  real  object  beyond  all  dou])t. 
A  person,  of  suspicious  appearance,  endeavouring  to  ])ai:S 
through  the  country  from  Portsmouth  towards  North  Ca-  <» 
rolina,  was  apprehended,  and  a  proposal  made  to  search 
him.  He  readily  consented  to  be  searched,  but  at  the  same 
time,  was  observed  to  put  his  hand  into  his  jioeket,  and  car- 
ry something  towards  his  moutij.  as  if  it  were  a  quid  of  to- 
bacco.    This  was  examined,  and  found  to  be  a  letter,  writ- 


•  Colonel  Koscliiiisko,  since  so  celebrated  by  his  psilriotic,  tboiip:h  un- 
■iccessful  efforts  in  his  native  Poland,  came,  about  tliis  time,  to  the  fc'outh 
.11  army,  as  engineer. 
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CHAP,    ten  on  silk-paper,  rolle*!  up  in  goldbeaters  skin,  and  nicely 
XVjI.      tied  at  each  end,  so  as  not  to  be  larger  than  a  goose-quill. 
The  annexed  is  a  copy  of  that  letter. 


1780 


To  Lord  Cojm-walUs. 
Mt  Lord, 

I  have  been  here  near  a  week.  ei?tablishing  a 
post.  I  wrote  to  you  to  Charleston,  and  by  another  mes- 
senger by  land.  I  cannot  hear  with  cer<ainty  where  you 
are.  I  wait  your  orders.  The  bearer  is  to  be  handsome- 
ly rewarded,  if  he  brings  me  any  note  oi-  mark  from  your 
Lordsliip.  A.  L. 

Portsmoulh,  Virginia y  J^'ov ember  i-,  1780. 

This  discovery  verified  the  conjecture  that  Leslie  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Virginia,  or  near 
its  Southern  borders. 

Upon  the  first  appearance  of  this  hostile  force,  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Virginia,  collected  to  oppose  it,  as  large  a  body 
of  men  as  they  could  arm.  It  was  to  the  Governor  and 
every  lover  of  his  country,  a  subject  of  deep  and  kmen  mor- 
tification, to  think,  that  a  people  able  and  zealous  to  con- 
tend with  the  enemy,  should  be  reduced  to  fold  their  arms 
for  want  of  defensive  weapons.  These  were  again,  and 
more  loudly  than  ever,  solicited  from  Congress  and  the 
Continental  Board  of  War.  As  to  aids  of  men,  Virginia 
asked  for  none,  knowing  that  if  the  late  detachments  of  the 
enemy  had  made  it  safe  for  General  Washington  to  spare 
aids  of  tliiit  kind,  he  would  not  await  her  application.  To 
this  new  object  however,  to  divert  a  considerable  part  of 
the  rein foj  cements  destined  for  General  Gates,  the  Ex- 
ecutive called  to  the  command  of  their  forces  Generals 
"Weedon  and  ^lulilenburg  of  the  line,  and  Nelson  and  Ste- 
vens of  the  militia,  denes'al  Nelson  made  every  exerti- 
on in  his  power  to  collect  the  militia  of  the  lower  coimiies, 
and  secure,  at  least,  the  important  pass  at  the  Great 
Bridge.  The  alarm  of  the  inhabitants,  whose  first  care 
■was  to  secure  their  wives,  children,  and  moveable  propef* 
ty.  together  Avith  want  of  arms,  rendered  his  efforts  inef- 
fectual. In  calling  out  the  militia,  the  Executive  proper- 
ly omitted  those  counties, from  which  Gates  might  conve- 
niently draw  aids  of  men,  should  events  require  such 
draughts  ;  and  likewise  the  counties  exposed  by  their  si- 
tuation to  the  inroads  and  depredations  of  the  foe.  Gene- 
ral Lawson.  a  brave  ^  irtjinian,  who  beheld  with  indignant 
sorrow  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  possession  of  an  in- 
sulting and  cruel  encTTiy,  and  whose  inbred  ardour  for  fame 
the  no!)le  example  of  Marion  and  Sumpter  had  still  in- 
creased, was  then  raising  a  volunteer  corps,  with  a  view  to 
march  to  South  Carolina,  and  assist  in  driving  Che  British 
forces  back    into    Charleston.      Five  hundred  bold  and 
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adventurous  friends  of  liberty  had  united  under  Itis  stand-  CHAP. 
ard.  Tbeir  aid  was  now  called  in  defence  of  tlieir  native  XVII. 
State.  Stevens,  too.  was  preparing  to  mareh  to  Virginia 
with  a  detaehrnent  fronitlie  S<»utliern  army,  wiien,  upon 
the  return  of  the  vessel  dispatched  to  Charleston,  Leslie  a-  i^kq 
bandoned  Poi'tsmoutli.  On  the  23nd  of  Novemher,  he 
steered  from  the  Capes  of  Virjjjinia  for  Soutli  Larolina,  Nov'r.  IS, 
where  he  reinforced  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  conduct  of 
this  detachment,  whilst  in  Virginia,  was  an  honourable  ex- 
ception to  that  predatory  system  which  seemed  now  to  l»e 
the  only  object  ol  the  British  in  continuing  the  war.  The 
Diore  sanguine  their  hopes  of  conrjuest  became,  the  more 
obvious  was  the  policy  of  snaring  what  they  expected  would 
soon  be  their  own.  »*  1  must,"  says  Governor  Jefferson, 
in  a  letter  to  Genei*al  Washington,  dated.  "  November  26, 
"  1780.  do  their  GeneralandComvnander  the  justice  to  ob- 
"  serve,  that  in  every  case  to  which  their  attention  and  in- 
"  fluence  could  reach,  as  far  as  \  have  been  well  informed, 
«  their  conduct  was  such  as  does  them  the  greatest  honour, 
**  !n  the  few  instances  of  wanton  and  unnecessary  devas- 
**  tation,  they  nunishel  tlie  asrgressors."  Without  enqui- 
ring how  far  the' motive  above  stated,  and  theiirinnessof 
the  Executive  in  the  case  of  Hamilton,  might  contribute 
to  this  moderation  on  the  part  of  the  British  leaders,  the 
historian  records  with  pleasure,  this  glorious  deviation 
from  a  mode  of  warfare,  which  all  mankind  must  abhor. 
The  British  left  their  works  at  Portsmoutli  unfinished  and 
imdestroyed. — Great  numbers  of  negroes,  wlio  had  i:^':>nQ 
over  to  them  were  left  behind,  either  fjom  choice  or  from 
wont  of  ship  room. — The  greatest  injury  resulting  from 
this  invasion  was  the  loss  of  a  large  quantity  of  cattle  col- 
lect<^d  in  the  lower  counties  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  ar- 
my, and  seiz;*''  by  the  enemy  immediately  after  their  de- 
barkaMon.  This  exnedition  of  Leslie,  rather  aceeleratel 
than  retarded  the  reinforcements  destined  for  Gen.  Gates. 
AVith  otiier  troops,  they  had  been  collected  l)y  Muhlen- 
bu:'£?,  at  tluvhead  of  Pagan  Creek,  and  by  Nelson,  on  the 
North  side  of  James  river. 

Another  result  oft^iis  incursion  of  the  enemy,  was  the  Removal  of 
removal  ofihe  prisoners  of  war.   under  the  Convention  of  '^'[V^j^va^ 
Saratoga,   from   Charlottesville.      It  was    impossible,  as  tion  aom 
long  as  they  re^iained  in  Vij'p;!nia.  to  prevent  the  hostile  cb^riottcs- 
army  from  beingj  reinforced  by  numerous  desertions  from  ^'^^'^' 
this  corps;  ami  tlils  expectation  was  one  among  the  pro- 
bable cause*  of  (he  present  movement  of  the  enemy.   Should 
a  rescue  of  them  be    attempted,   the  partial  disa(Tecl5on 
which  had  of  la*e    been  discovered,   and  the  almost  total 
want  of  arms  in   tlte  iiands  of  the  well-disposed    citizens, 
rendered  the  success  of, such   an    enterprise  by  no    means 
desperate.     The  fear  of  this,  and  the  dangerous  convulsi- 
ons to  which  such  aa  attempt  would  expose  Virginia,  di» 
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Ott'r.  26. 


Further  de- 
si  ^s  of  Col. 
g".  R.  Clarke 
against  De- 
troit. 

December. 


verted  the  attention  of  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  State,  from  an  opposition  to  an  invading  enemy. 

Colonel  James   Wood  now  superintended  the  guard  of 

the  prisoners.  That  amiable  and  meritorious  ofTuer, 
had  given  to  the  Executive  as  well  as  to  those  under  his 
charge,  the  most  perfect  satisfaction — unilihg  mildness 
and  liberality  with  all  the  caulions  which  the  nature  of  his 
task  required.  It  was  principally  owing  to  his  prudence 
and  good  temper,  that  the  difficulfies  of  a  periotl.  during 
which,  it  was  found  necessary  to  substitute  tbe  flour  of,in- 
dian  corn,  for  that  of  wheat,  in  the  diet  of  the  prisoners, 
and  to  abridge  former  indulgences,  were  passed  over  al- 
most without  a  murmur.  An  order  was  now  issued  to  him 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  removing  the  troops  of 
Convention  to  Fort  Frederick,  in  Mar\land.  Governor 
S.  Lee  of  that  State,  was  r(  quested  to  make  ample  prepa^ 
rations  for  their  reception.  Tliej  were  marched  in  two 
divisions.  As  the  whole  danger  of  desertion  to  the  enemy,* 
and  of  correspondence  wi?h  the  disaffected  in  the  Southern 
counties,  was  only  from  the  British,  Colonel  Wood  was  ad- 
vised to  move  them  in  the  first  division,  and  to  leave  the 
Germans,  from  whom  no  apprehensions  were  entertained 
on  either  head,  in  their  present  situation,  until  a  sufficient 
number  of  barracks  should  he  erected  at  Fort  Frederick. 
This  momentary  separation,  dictated  by  a  reganl  to  the 
comfort  of  the  prisoners,  could  not.  it  was  supposed  by  (he 
Executive,  be  rationally  deemed  to  infringe  the  Conventi- 
on at  Saratoga.  The  British  were  accordingly  marched, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  crossed  the  Blue  ridge  at  Rock- 
fish  Gap,  and  proceeded  along  the  adjacent  valley.  The 
Gei-mans  continued  longer  at  Charlottesville.  Alexandria 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  to  which  ling  vessels,  on  mat- 
ters connected  with  either  division  of  these  troops,  should 
henceforth  repair.f 

The  Hannibal  of  the  West.  Colonel  G.  Rogers  Clarke, 
was  now  in  Richmond,  urging  from  the  Kxecntive  supplies 
of  men,  arms,  and  other  implements  of  war,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  grand  and  favorite  plan  against  Detroit  The 
reasons  in  favor  of  that  expedition  were,  at  this  time,  more 
numereus  and  more  powerful  than  ever.      The  enemy  had 


*  The  fears  of  the  Executive  on  this  head,  were  not  ill-gfrounded.  On 
thePtb  of  November,  some  deserters  v.cre  taken,  belonging:  to  ihc  Bri- 
tish Convention  troops.  They  had  ibiind  means  to  get  toPon&mouih,  and 
were,  wlicn  apprehended,  70' or  80  miles  on  their  \v;!_v  bi.ck  to  the  bar- 
racks.     They  were  passing  under  the  guise  of  deserters  irom  Leslie. 

t  Retui-ns  of  the  troops  of  Convention  at  different  times  : 
1777.     Oct.  17th — 4,671,  rank  and  file;  by  Gen.  Biir.scyne  to  Gen.  Gates. 

1779.  Aug.  1st— 2,354,  do.  by  Gen.  Philips  to  Col.  Harvie. 

1780.  March  11-2,937,  do.        Ky  General  Hamilton. 
1780.     May  21st.— 2,190,            do.,,     S    ■ 

X.  B.    Partial  exchanges,  deaths,  desertions,  &c.  had  taken  place. 
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a  large  army  in  the  South  ;  thev  expecte»l  tTiere  further    CHAP. 
reinfort'Ciuents  ;  and  their  determination  evidently  was,  to      XVII. 

direct  to  tliat  quarter,  the  chief  weight  of  f  heir  future  ex- 

ertions.  Tlie  regular  force  pi-oposed  hy  the  Southern  de-  — — — — 
partnient  to  counteract  those  exertions,  was  such,  either  1780 
from  the  real  or  supposed  inability  of  the  States  that  com- 
posed it,  as  to  allow  no  very  sanguine  hope  that  it  might 
be  f^ffeetual.  It  was,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that  the 
scene  of  war  would  soon  be  either  in  Virginia,  or  near  its 
borders,  and  that  the  State  must  chiefly  depend  on  the  mi- 
litia for  <lefence.  It  was  expedient  then,  to  keep  as  great 
a  proportion  of  the  people  as  possible,  free  to  act  against 
an  Eastern  or  Southern  invader.  In  the  mean  time  a  com- 
bination was  forming  in  the  West,  which,  if  not  diverted, 
would  necessarily  call  thither  a  principal  and  most  valua- 
ble part  of  the  Virginian  militia.  From  intelligence  late- 
ly obtained,  the  Executive  had  reason  to  expect  that  a  con- 
federacy of  British  and  Indians,  to  the  number  of  2000,  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  destruction  and 
dismay  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  back  settlements, 
in  the  ensuing  spring.  '  Should  this  take  place,  Virginia 
must  certainly  lose,  in  the  South,  all  aids  of  militia  from 
beyond  the  Blue- ridge,  besides  the  inhabitants  who  would 
fall  a  sacrifice,  in  the  course  of  the  Savage  irruptions. — 
There  seemed  to  be  but  one  method  of  preventing  this  ; 
which  was  to  give  the  Western  enemy  employment  in  their 
own  country.  The  regular  force  Colonel  Clarke  already 
had,  with  a  proper  draught  from  the  militia  beyond  the 
Alleghany,  and  that  of  three  or  four  of  the  most  northern 
counties,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  that  enterprizing  officer, 
be  adequate  to  the  reduction  of  Fort  Detroit;  and  he  as- 
signed the  most  plausible  reasons  for  that  opinion.  The 
Executive  of  Virginia,  therefore,  determined  to  undertake 
the  proposed  expedition,  and  to  commit  it  to  the  direction 
of  the  gallant  Clarke.  Whether  the  enterprize  should  be  at 
Continental  or  Slate  expence,  they  left  to  be  decided  here- 
after by  Congress,  in  whosejustiee  tlsey  reposed  unlimited 
confidence.  In  the  mean  time  they  asked  the  loan  of  such 
necessaries*  as  being  already  at  Fort  Pitt,  would  save  time 
and  an  immense  expence  of  transportation.  The  articles 
thus  borrowed,  the  Executive  pie  Iged  themselves  identi- 
cally, or  specitically  to  return.  Genci-al  Waslnngton  was 
solicited  to  issue  an  order  to  the  Cumniandant  at  Fort  Pitt 


*  The  reader  will  no  doubt  enquire,  what  tlie  brave  Clarke  reqvurcd  for 
his  meditated  expedition.     We  therefore,  subjoin  his  list. 

i'our  field  pieces,  (6  pounders.)  3,000  balls  suited  to  them.  1  mortar, 
^>,000  shells  suited  to  it.  2  howitzers.  Grape  shot,  w^ith  the  necessary 
Implements  for  the  above.  1,000  spades.  200  pick-axes.  1  travelling  forge. 
Some  boats  ready  made.  Some  ship-carpenter's  tools.  Persons  proper  to 
work  the  mortar,  to  be  in  tiie  p.ay  of  the  State — as  Clarke  had  none  such, 
and  none  coidd  b?  had  iu  A'irc^ijiia.  "        •        ■''■> 
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Executive 
in  reprnrd  1o 
Hamilton 
-and  Hay. 


for  the  necessaries  thus  demanded  ;  and  the)'  were  not  to 
be  called  for  until  every  t!:in,^  else  should  be  in  readiness 
for  the  contemplafed  enterprize,  after  AAbich  there  could 
be  no  dan,2;er  of  tlieir  being  wanted  at  the  above  place.  It 
was  hoped  ihe  Commander  in  Chief  would  iind  himself  jus- 
tified in  lending  A'irginia  this  aid,  without  awaiting  the 
effect  of  an  application  elsewhere,  as  such  a  delay  would 
render  the  undertaking  abortive,  by  postponing  its  execu- 
tion to  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the  Lakes,  indepen- 
dently of  the  favourable  effects  which  a  successful  enier- 
prize  against  Detroit,  must  produce  to  the  United  States 
in  general,  by  insuring  tranquility  to  the  frontier  of  the 
]Northern  parts  of  the  Union,  and  by  leaving  the  Western 
militia  at  liberty  to  aid  their  Southern  brethren,  another 
consideration  entitled  this  request  to  immediate  and  cheer- 
ful coni|)liance.  Virginia  had  rendered  the  like  service  to 
the  States,  whenever  desired,  and  almost  to  tite  absolute 
exhausture  of  her  own  magazines.  Tlie  supplies  of  mili- 
tary stores  furnished  b}  her  to  I  ort  Pitt  itself,  to  the  North- 
ern army,  and,  mof^t  of  all,  to  the  Southern,  were  well 
known  to  tlie  Commander  in  Chief*  With  sanguine 
hopes,  tlwrefoie,  Coionel  Clarke  awaited  the  answer  of 
General  Washington,  impatiently  anxir^  to  enter  upon  an 
enwrprise,  iIjc  success  of  which  would  crown  his  wishes 
and  lis  laMie.  The  hostilities  brought,  immediately  after 
this,  into  the  vei'j  licart  of  the  State,  and  some  other  cir- 
cuuiStances  v Inch  a>  ill  be  adverted  to,  unfortunately  op- 
posed its  execution.  On^e  niore,  the  hardy  warrior,  thougii 
•panting  after  the  destruction  of  the  foe  iii  his  boasted  cita- 
del, was  obliged  to  coniinc  himself  to  defensive  operations. 
But,  before  his  reiurn  to  the  West,  we  will  see  him  display- 
ing his  unconquerable  spirit  against  the  parricide  Arnold, 
on  the  banks  of  James-river. 

This  year,  in  conformity  with  regulations  to  th,jt  effect, 
the  prisoners  of  war  in  A'iiginia,  weie  delivered  up  to  the 
Continental  eon.missary,  except  Governor  Hamilton  and 
Major  Hay.  The  inlluence  of  Hamilton  with  the  Indians, 
his  activity,  and  malignant  zeal  against  America,  and  the 
no  less  malignant  subserviency  of  his  satellite.  Hay,  to  all 
his  blood}  projects,  had  induced  the  people  ol  Kentucky  to 
send  to  ihe  seat  of  governnicnl,  a  deputation i or  the  special 
purpose  ol  requesting  that  these  two  prisontrs,  who  had 
insolertly  thrc'c^tened  them  villi  implacable  vengeance, 
should  njt  be  Jberattd.      'i  he  Executive  hati  promised  not 


*  The  ratification  of  the  Confederation  had  been  rested  on  the  cession 
by  Vii'g'iniii,  of  pan  of  lier  claim  \o  the  Unicm  ;  nnd  it  vas  bLlieved  this 
cession  ^vollld  be  made,  as  it  really  was  atter\v:u-ds,  to  a  greater  extent, 
perhaps,  than  policy  required. — Far,  therclore,  i'rom  obtrudin.u"  an  inipro- 
pcr  request  in  tlds  ca.-.f,  ti;e  Executive  mijiiit  properly  have  demanded 
that  the  ezpcditioa  sliotiid  be  wholly  at  Continental  expence. 
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to  part  Arith  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dubuysson,  aid 
de  Camp  to  the  uuforttuiate  Baron  dc  Kalh,  came  to  Rich- 
niond  on  his  parole,  with  an  offer  from  Lord  Rawdon,  to  ex 
change  hitn  for  Hamilton.  Colonel  'I'owles  was  permit 
ted  to  visit  Virginia,  likewise  on  his  parole,  with  a  similar 
proposition  in  respect  to  himself,  very  strongly  urged  by 
General  Phillips.  These  and  other  overtures,  did  not  les- 
sen in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  the  importance  of  re- 
taining Hamilton,  and  his  worthy  compeei'.  One  circum-. 
stance,  indeed,  would  have  procured  the  release  of  these 
prisoners — we  mean  the  absolute  impracticability  of  esta- 
blishing a  cartel  without  the  consent  of  the  States  to  submit 
their  separate  prisoners  to  its  obligation— in  this  case  Vir- 
ginia would  have  yielded  Hamilton  and  Hay,  rather  than 
be  an  obstacle  to  a  general  good.  Upon  a  representati- 
on, however,  by  Colonel  I'owlcs,  that  an  indulgence  to  Go- 
vernor Hamilton  and  his  friend  to  go  to  New- York  on  pa- 
role, would  produce  the  happiest  ettVct  on  the  situation  of 
the  American  prisoners  on  Long-Island,  iheExeeutivethus 
far  relaxed  from  their  determination.  Rocheblave,  the 
former  Governor  of  Kaskaskias,  had  long  before  broken 
his  parole,  and  made  good  his  escape  to  New- York. 

Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  shed  light  on  the  situation  of 
Virginia,  in  those  critical  times,  and  to  shew  in  wliar  re 
lation  she  stood  to  the  confederacy,  by  those  aids  wiiich 
her  resources  enabled  her  tofursiish  against  the  common  e- 
nemy,  cannot  fail  of  interesting  the  American  reader.  We, 
therefore,  subjoin  several  documents,  which,  when  sur- 
veyed by  a  comprehensive  eye,  may  affoid  a  satisfactory 
view  of  the  efforts  and  of  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth, 
during  a  period  of  difficulty,  hazard,  and  lassitude,  but  of 
unabated  patriotism  in  the  body  of  the  people,  and  the 
rules  of  their  choice. 

The  Governor  of  Virginia^  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
"  Richmond,  July  27,  1780. 

«  Sir — According  to  the  desire  of  Coiigress,  expressed 
in  their  resolution  of  the  17th  ult.  1  shall  endeavour  to  in- 
form them  what  has  been  done  by  this  State,  in  consequence 
of  the  several  resolutions  there  referred  to. 

1779  ^nedom-  The  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  may 
nTZVt::X  1779  (l,ei„s<l.e  1st  aftc-  the  feeominen- 
complete  their  res  uation  ot  March  9,)  deslrous  not  only  of 
pectiye  quotas  of  80  furnishing  their  quota  of  troops  then 
battuhons.  wanting,    but    of  providing    permanent 

means  for  keeping  up  the  same  by  volun- 
tary enlistments,  passed  an  act  for  ap- 
pointinga  recruiling  ofJker  to  be  resident 
in  every  county,  whose  occupation  it 
should  be  constantly  to  endeavour  to  en- 
3G. 
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1780  >  U.  States 
Feb.  9.  ^toturnisli 
their  respective  defi- 
ciencies of  35,211 
men,  on  or  before  the 
1st  of  April. 

May  20  The  Uni- 
ted States  to  forward 
theu-  quotas  of  troops 
to  join  the  Continen- 
tal army. 


list,  within  liis  county,  soldiers  to  serve 
during  the  war.  That  the  oflRcer  might 
be  industrious,  he  was  allowed  a  premi- 
um of  150  paper  dollars,  then  worth  i% 
1-2  hard  dollars,  for  every  man  he  en- 
listed :  that  the  people  within  the  coun- 
ty might  encourage  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, they  were  to  have  credit,  in  any  fu- 
ture draughts,  for  all  the  men  their  re- 
cruiting officer  should  raise  ;  and  every 
soldier  was  to  receive  750  paper  dollars, 
then  equal  to  62  i-2  hard  dollars,  the 
advantage  of  laying  out  his  paper  in  the 
public  store  at  the  hard  money  prices, 
and  the  other  usual  donations  of  clothes 
and  lands.  These  encouragements,  howe- 
ver, did  noi  fully  answer  our  expectations. 
The  Assembly  therefore,  at  their  next 
Session,  in  October  17  79,  took  supple- 
mentary measures  for  raising  their  quota 
by  endeavouring  to  re  enlist  for  the  war 
their  soldiers,  whose  time  of  service 
would  expire  within  the  ensuing  year. 
This  essay  also  failed  to  produce  our  quo- 
ta of  men,  even  as  settled  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  February  9,  1780.  Ihe  Execu- 
tive therefore,  immediately  ordered  the 
whole  of  their  troops,  which  had  been  re- 
served for  the  particular  defence  of  the 
State,  to  join  the  Continental  army  to 
the  Southward.  That  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  proportion  of  their  quota 
which  this  addition  effected,  1  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  statement 
No.  1*  made  out  from  the  returns  there- 
in referred  to,  which  have  been  made  to 
me  ;  their  dates  being  from  October  1.% 
1779,  to  March  5,  1780,  except  as  to  the 
State  troops  ordered  into  service  as  a- 
bove,  whose  numbers  are  entered,  as 
they  marched  the  2d  of  May  following. 
— To  these  may  be  added  something  up- 
wards of  300  new  recruits  then  engaged 
for  the  war  ;  of  whom  no  return  having 
been  regularly  made,  they  are  not  enter- 
ed. The  Assembly,  which  met  in  May 
of  the  present  year,  passed  one  act  for 
sending  2,500  militia  into  the  field,which 
Ir.is  been  carried  into  execution  ;  and  an- 
other for  raising  by  way  of  draught,  one 
lifteenth  of  the  whole  number  of  our  mi- 
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Mav  21.  S  called 
for  a  tax  of  §45,000, 
<J00,  in.  addiiion  to 
what  was  culled  for 
on  tlie  2d  Jaiiuaiy,  to 
be  paid  1st  January 
next. 


September  13. 
Circular  letter,  a- 
mong  otlier  tliins^s, 
stating-  the  necessity 
of  paying  into  the 
Continental  l.reasuiy 
the  monies  called 
for,  and  of  adopting 
measures  to  bi-ing- 
tiieirrespective  quo- 
tas of  troops  into  the 
field  early  next  cam- 
paign, &  pi'ovidie  the 
supplies  necessary  in 
the  course  of  it. 


1779 
October  6 — 7. 
U.  States  to  collect 
and  pay  into  tlieOon- 
tinental  Treasury, 
tlieir  repective  quo- 
tas of  S  15,000,000, 
mon'ciily,  from  Janu- 
ary, inclusive,  to  Oc- 
tober. 

1779 
October  9. 
CircuLir  le  ter,  ur- 
ging- :l»e  necessity  of 
punctual  payment  of 
the  quot.HS. 

1780 
March  18. 
Sundry  resolutions 
for  calling  in  the 
bills  in  circulation, 
and  eiTiitting  new 
bills  on  certain  funds. 


lltia,  which,  after  all  probable  deducti- 
ons, they  count  upon  as  3,000  men. 

These  are  to  serve  as  regulars,  'till  De- 
ceniher  31,  1781,  and  will  be  rendez- 
voused about  the  last  of  the  ensuiug^ 
month. 

<  By  the  resolution  of  January  2d,  Virgi- 
nia was  to  pay  for  the  year  1779, 

S-2.400,000— L720,000 
For  the  year  1781.-1,000,000—  300,000 
Ry  (lie  resolution"! 

of  May  2tst,we  | 

were  to  pay  be-  iv7,200,000— 2,160,000 

twet  n  Feb.  1st,  j 

and<)c<ob'rlst,J 

X'S}     Sl0,600,000-!.3,180.00a 

*  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  inclosed  No, 
2,*  u  very  imperfect  state  of  our  disburse- 
ments for  the  Continent  ;  whenever  the 
books  of  our  Auditors  shall  be  put  under 
a  proper  course  of  examination,  many  o- 
ther  articles  of  expenditure  for  the  Con- 
tinent will,  doubtless,  be  found,  which 
have  escaped  the  present  hasty  exami- 
nation. 15y  this  sketch,  it  appears  tJiat 
we  have  answered  for  the    Continent, 

since  May  21,  1779,  t.4.,404.,4.iO  13s 

Sl;^,681,368  i-6.  There  are  still  out 
considerable  warrants,  which  we  have 
assumed — some  of  them  partly  unpaid — 
some  wholly  so, 

«  The  assembly  was  sitting  when  the  re- 
solution of  Oftober  6-7  came  to  hand — 
passed  acts  for  increasing  the  public  tax- 
es, and  for  borrowing  money,  in  order  to 
enable  the  State  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisition of  Congress.  The  subsequent 
resolutions,  however,  of  March  18, 1780, 
as  to  the  same  money,  having  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Assembly  to  make  a 
corresponding  change  in  their  measures, 
tliey  passed  at  their  late  ses.sion,  an  act, 
which  t  transmit  to  Congress,  ((his  was 
an  act  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  the 
State's  quota  of  g200,000.000,  emit'ed 
by  Congress,  v'^:c.)  assuring  them  af  the 
same  time,  that  the  moment  I  can  receive 
authentic  information,  tiiat  five  other 
States  shall  have  acceded  to  the  resoluti- 
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1780 
May  19. 
The  State  tipom  N. 
Hampshire  to  Virgi- 
nia  inclusive,  to  pay 
into  the  Continental 
Treasury  10,000,000 
of  dollars  in  30  days. 


1779 
December  21. 
Virginia,  Maryland, 
Delaware,  Penns)  Iva- 
nia.  New  Jersey  and 
Connecticut,  to  fur- 
nish certain  quanti- 
ties  ot  fiour  and  Corn 
by  tiie  1st  of  April. 


ons  of  March  18th,  this  act  shall  he  put 
into  a  course  of  execution. 

*  This  requisition  couhl  not  be  complied 
with  in  point  of  lime,  for  reasons  before 
explained  to  your  Kxcellency.  On  the 
oOih.of  June,  17S0,  we  sent  on  in  money 
and  bills  Si ,4-  '0,239  8-9.  We  ait  still 
to  send  on  %o2Z,960  1-9,  to  make  up  our 
whole  quota  of  Sl,95.i,200,  unless  the 
resolution  of  June  17,  was  meant  lo  ap- 
propriate this  requisition  to  the  milita- 
ry chest  in  the  Southern  department. — 
There  is  no  other  balance  <iue  from  this 
State,  whereon  that  resolutioa  can  ope- 
rate, as  will  be  perceived  by  my  obser- 
vations on  the  resolutions  of  May  21.  On 
this  head  1  pray  instructions  from  Con- 
gress. 

'  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  state  with  ac- 
curacy, what  is  done  towards  furnishing 
these  supplies.  Extensive  orders  have 
from  time  to  time  been  given  out,  which 
have  been  carried,  and  are  still  carrying 
into  execution  ;  but  no  returns  are  made 
which  enable  me  to  say  what  is  precise- 
ly done.  On  the  receipt  of  the  resoluti- 
tion  of  Deceuiber  21,  notice  was  given  to 
the  Continental  Quarter  Master,  that 
we  should  be  ready  to  give  him  orders 
for  the  grain  which  was  then  coming  in, 
under  an  act  of  assembly  that  had  laid  a 
specific  tax  on  grain.  What  could  be  the 
amount  of  this  was  not  then  known.  We 
find  now  that  what  we  allotted  to  Conti- 
nental use  amounted  to  about  80,000 
bushels  of  short  forage.  Part  of  this  had 
been  received,  and  the  rest  we  are  col- 
lecting for  the  Continental  Quarter  Mas- 
ter and  Commissary,  to  the  posts  recom- 
mended by  General  Washington.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  counted  in  part  of  the  subse- 
quent requisitions  of  February  2,=>th. 
Large  orders  are  out  for  the  purchase  of 
beeves.  Considerable  quantities  of  spe- 
cifics have  been  furnished  to  the  troops 
inarching  to  the  Southward.  Our  endeavours,  indeed, 
have  been  much  <lisappointed  by  the  insufficiency  of  our 
revenues  to  answer  these,  and  the  calls  for  money  for  other 
purposes.  Our  ultimate  dependence  for  supplying  defici- 
enees  in  the  articles  of  meat,  flour,  salt,  short  forage,  and 
rum,  is  on  an  act  of  the  Legislature  herewith  transmitted. 


1780 
February  25. 
United  States  to 
furnisli  their  respec- 
tive quotas  of  speci- 
fic supplies  mention- 
ed. 
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A  specifio  tax  in  tobacco  is  payable  on  the  Slst  December     CHAP. 
next,     or  (his  about  3,725  ho;;sheads  were  appropriated      XVIi, 

as  a  fund  whereon  to  l)orrow  money,  under  the  calls  ofCon- 

gress  of  t»ctoher  6  and  7,  1779.     But  another  provision  for  ' 

this  beint^  made  by  the  act  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  i7so 
these  tobaccos  remain  unappropriated,  and,  of  course, 
free  to  be  ajiplied  by  the  Assembly,  according  to  therequi- 
silions  of  t  ebrnary  25.  They  will  have  brought  in,  under 
the  same  specific  tax,  as  much  as  would  make  up  the  re- 
sidue required.  Wlicther  they  may  think  proper  toehange 
the  appropriation  of  it  for  this  purpose,  or  how  otherwise  ' 

they  will  furnish  it,  is  for  them  to  determine. 

<  It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure,  to  have  been  a- 
ble  to  shew  Congress  that  all  their  requisitions  had  been 
complied  in  this  State,  wifh  regularity  in  time,  quantity, 
and  every  other  circumstance.  It  will,  doubtless  occur, 
that  some  of  the  requisitions  were  difficult  in  their  nature  ; 
that  othei-s  were  new  in  experiment  ;  and  all  of  them  on 
as  large  a  scale  as  the  people  think  themselves  equal  to. 
In  States  more  compact,  experiments,  though  new  and 
difficult,  are  made  with  promptitude  ;  their  defects  soon 
discovered  and  readily  supplied.  In  tliose  of  greater  ex- 
tent, they  are  carried  into  execution  with  less  vigour  and 
punctuality  ;  and  the  time  for  complying  with  a  requisiti- 
on, expires  frequently  before  it  is  discovered  that  the 
means  provided,  were  defective.  The  time  necessary  for 
convening  (he  Legislature  of  such  a  Slate,  adds  to  the  tar- 
diness of  the  remedy  ;  and  the  measure  itself,  is  so  op- 
pressive on  the  members,  as  to  discourage  the  attempting 
it  but  on  the  last  emergencies.  These  and  other  conside- 
rations will  readily  occur  to  Congress ;  and  will  refer  to 
their  true  cause,  any  inaccuracies  which  may  have  happen- 
ed in  the  execution  of  their  desires." 
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Monies  answered  for  the  Contineni,  from  May  21,  1779,  to 

July  19,  1780. 


QUARTER-MASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

1  Charles  Pettett  -  -  -  -  I.  294,000 

3  William  Finnic  -  .  -  _  7b0M0 

3  George  Elliott  .  -  .  .  735.000—13  5. 

4  Steven  Southall  _  -  .  -  196,442 

5  trpessit  Davics  _  .  ,  _  10,800 

6  Richard  Young  .  -  -  .  10,000 


COMMISSARY'S. 

7  Chaloner  &  White    -         .         -         >  705,000 

8  Robert  Korsyfh         -         -         -         .  173,200 

9  Ephi'aim  Blair  -         .         ,         .  450,000 


OTHER  PURPOSES. 

10  Ambrose  Gordon,  to  recruit    -        -     ") 

Baylor's  Regiment       -         -         .     J-    ^0,000 

11  John  White  &  Joseph  Gray,  by         -      1 

warrant  Feb.  12,  for  George  -     J   ^^,000 

12  Joseph  Carleton,  P.  M.  Board  of  War        80,000 

13  Jonathan  Burrell,  Asst.  P.  M.  General        3,000 

14  Maj.  Galvan  in  part  of  warrant,      -         ") 

B.Harrison  ....         j^^OOO 

15  Ditto   by  order  on  Sheriff  of  Norfolk    3,000 

16  Different  officers,  to  subsist  militia  on  | 

their  march  to  the  Southward  J        29,890 

17  Brig.  Gen.  Stevens  for  military  chest         125.000 

18  Diiniel  Call,  to  purchase  hordes  fop       "^ 

Washington  &  White     ...     J     28,808 

19  William  Claiborne  for  ditto     .        -  5,000 

20  Miles  Seldon  for  ditto     -         -  32,300 

21  Commissioners  in  the  several  counties,  "^ 

for  ditto,  (not  exactly  known)— about  J  ^^2,000 

.  -  .  4404.440—13  5. 

Amount  ol  the  requisitions  of  Congress        3180,000 

Overpaid  S  4081,368  1-6  -  .  ?.  1224,440  13  s. 
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CHAP.        Thus  did  Virginia  bear  with  alacrity  lier  full  share  of 
XVII.     the  common  burthen.     A  new  and  immense  saeriiice  was 

reserved  for  her.     The  remonstrance  of  her  Legislature, 

"  respecting  her  Western  lands,  hud  been  referred  to  a  spe- 

1780  ^'^^  Committee  of  Congress.  On  llie  report  of  that  Com- 
mittee, a  resolution  was  passed,  recommending  it  to  sueh 
Recnmmen-  Stales  as  had  unappropriated  lands  in  tlie  West,  to  pass 
daiionof  such  laws,  and  give  to  tiieir  Delegates  such  powers,  as 
^eT^ctin'  ""K''t  effectually  remove  ihe  only  obsiacle  to  tiie  iinul  ra- 
theWesiein  tKicatiou  of  the  articles  of  coniedcration.  The  assent  of 
lands.  Maryland  to  that  solemn  couipucf,  was,  at  the  same  time, 

Sept'r.6.       most  earnestly  urged.     At  the  commencement  of  October, 
another  resolution  announteTl  that  the  ceded  Terriiories 
should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benetit  of  the  Lnion 
— to  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  republican  States. 
— New  York  gave  the  example  of  the  lon,^  wished  for  do- 
native ;  and  the  expediency  of  a  sintilar  cession  on  the  part 
of  Virginia,  now  gradually  gained  ground,  even  with  the 
most  strenuous  advocates  of  her  claims.     'Ihey  rellected 
on  that  extent  of  Territory  which  is  most  favourable  to  the 
purposes  of  vigorous  government  ;  on  the  difhcult  an«i  pre- 
carious tenure  of  the  Illinois  country,  at  a  time,  x^hen  war 
threatened  the  very  heart  of  the  State  ;  and,  especialh,  on 
tlie  importance  of  drawing  more  closely  together  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  confederacy,  by  the  final  assent  of  all 
loan  instrument,  which,  notwithstanding  its  many  imper- 
fections, was  considered  as  the  rock  of  American  salvation. 
— These  and  other  influential  considerations,  forced  their 
way  into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Virginia  ;  and,  joined 
with  their  noble  devotedness  (o  the  common  good,  prepared 
the  generous  cession  of  the  lands  AVest  of  Ohio,  which  it 
will  soon  be  our  task  to  record, 
state  of  the       If  from  the  disasters  in  the  South,  we  turn  our  eyes  to 
N^thein      ,the  state  of  the  Northern  army,  in  17S0,  we  Jind  the  pros- 
pect there  scarcely  less  gloomy  and  alarming.     1'he  ope- 
rations of  GcRcral  Yf ashington  were  cramped  by  embar- 
rassments, which  did  not  allow  him  to  undertake  any  thing 
against  New  York,  although  the  severity  of  the  winter  de- 
prived that  City  of  the  advantages  of  an  insular  situation, 
by  making  rivers  and  even  arms  of  tlie  sea  passable  upon 
the  ice.     The  numbers  in  and  about  Morristown  were  not 
adequate  to  a  decisive  blow  ;  and,  had  they  been  so,  their 
distresses  from  an  almost  total  want  of  necessaries,  would 
have  paralyzed  their  strength.     Among  the  various  con- 
junctures of  peril  and  dilUeulty,  which  had  arisen  in  the 
course  of  the  revolution,  none  could  be  singled  out  more 
truly  crlt  ical  than  the  ps-esent.     The  army  threatened  with 
an  immediate  alternative  of  disbanding,  or  living  on  free 
quarter — tl:e  national  Treasury  empty — the  public  credit 
exhausted — nay,  the  private  credit  of  purelsasing  agents 
employed  as  fur  as  it  would  bear — Congress  complaining 


army. 
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of  the  exfoHion  of  the  people — the  people  of  <h^  improvi-  CflAF. 
dinoB  of  Coiij^ress — and  ihc  aniiy  of  both.- — 'I'lte  affaii's  of  XYII. 
the  Union  irquirinf^  the  most  inHiure  and  systematic  mea- 
sures, and  I  lie  urgency  of  ocesions  admitting  only  of  mo-  ■"■ 
m»'ntary  expedients— and  these  expedients  g<'neiating  new  iran 
dilHciiliies — Congress,  fiom  a  defeet  of  adequate  States- 
men, likely  to  fall  into  wrong  measures,  and,  from  Impo- 
teney,  unable  to  enforce  light  ones — reeommt-nding  plans 
to  the  several  States  for  execution,  and  the  States  sepa- 
rately rejuilging  tlie  expedirni-y  of  such  plans — \> hereby 
the  same  distrust  of  concurrent  exertions  that  had  damped 
the  ardour  of  patriotic  individuals,  must  produce  the  same 
effects  among  the  States  themselves — an  old  system  of  fi- 
nance discarded*  as  incompetent  to  the  public  necessities — 
an  untried  and  precarious  one  substituted-— and  a  total  stag- 
nation in  prospect  belveen  tbe  end  of  the  former  and  the 
operation  of  the  latter.  As  things  stood,  nothing  apparent- 
ly could  save  America,  but  vigoious  measures  in  the  htates 
to  collect  the  old  money,  and  establish  funds  for  tbe  credit 
ol'ilie  new  ;  and  let  them  be  ever  so  expeditious  in  promo- 
ting the  proposed  sctieme  of  finance,  still  the  intermediate 
distress  to  the  army,  and  hindrance  t8  publie  aflTairs,  was  a 
meiancboly  subject  of  reflection.  The  draughts  on  tlie 
States  for  the  i/npaid  requisitions  afibrded  only  a  feeble  and 
partial  relief,  as  the  discharge  of  sums  due  from  the  pur- 
chasing departments,  absorbed  a  great  proportion  of  them. 
As  soon  as  these  draughts  amounted  to  the  whole  of  (he 
monthly  requisitions,  up  to  the  end  of  March,  they  entirely 
ceased,  according  to  the  new  scheme  of  finance  ;  and  the 
only  reliance  of  Congress,  was  on  the  new  emissions.  In 
this  crisis,  thf  l^egisluiure  of  Connecticut  gave  a  noble  ex- 
ample. They  took  the  most  effi<  ient  measures  to  supply 
their  quotas  of  money  and  specifics  ;  and  a  body  of  the 
principal  merchants  of  that  State,  associated  for  supporting 
the  credit  of  tbe  new-paper,  and  for  that  purpose,  in  a 
public  aildress,  pledged  their  faith  to  the  Assembly,  to  sell 
their  merchandize  on  the  same  terms  for  it  as  for  specie. 
But  this  patriotic  zeal  was  not  extensively  imitated.  As  to 
specific  supplies,  they  rendered  indeed,  much  less  money 
necessary,  than  would  otherwise  have  been  wanted ;  but 
the  distresses  of  the  army  were  so  pressing,  and  the  exerti- 
ons of  the  States  so  far  from  unanimous,  that  they  could 
not  afford  relief  in  time,  and  to  the  extent  required.    Be- 

•  See  the  resolution  of  October,  177 9, "for  not  issuing  beyond  200,000,00(J 
of  dollars  ;  and  that  of  the  18th  of  Mai'ch,  1780,  for  calling  in  tliose 
200,000,000  of  dollars  (old  emissions)  at  the  rate  of  20  for  1— emitting 
then  10,000,000  of  new  bills,  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years,  and  to 
bear  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  &c.  &c.  See  also  tlie  scale  of  depreciation 
formed  by 'Congress,  •.o  apply  to  Loan-Office  certificates — which  reduced 
the  principal  of  loans  from  46,559,235  doUars,  to  11,053,572  dollars. 
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And  situati- 
on of  Con- 
gi-ess. 


Mutinous 
spirit  nt 
some  reg-i- 
ments. 


sides,  as  tjic  ability  of  tlie  people  to  comply  with  the  peeu- 
niary  recjuisiticis,  was  derived  from  the  sale  oi'tlieir  coin- 
modilies,  it  was  very  evident,  that  a  demand  on  them  tor 
the  latter,  iiiiist  make  the  former  proportiunally  more  diffi- 
cult and  defeeiive.    The  situation  ot  the  Congress  had  now 
uu.lergone  a  total  change.     So  long  as  they  exercised  the 
indetiiiite  power  of  emitting  money  on  the  credit  of  their 
constitueats,  they  had  ihe  whole  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
Continent  within  their  command,  and  could  go  on  with 
thfir  nifairs  independently,  and  as  they  pleased.  Since  the 
resolution  passeil    for  shutting  the  pi-ess,   this  power  had 
been  entirely  givnj  up,  and  iliey  were,   at  present,  as  de- 
pendent on  lh«'  State-*,  as  tlu*  King  of  England  on  his  Parli- 
ament.    They  woiud  neither  enlist,  pay,  nor  feed  a  single 
soldier,    nor  execute  any  other  purpose,  unless  adequate 
lUt  <ms  were  iirst  placed  in  tiieir  ha:Hls.     Should  the  L«'gis- 
lalures  of  the  several  States,  not  be  sufficienth  attentive  to 
this  change  of  circunisiances,  it  was  obvious  that  the  poli- 
tical machine  must  suffer  a  material  derangement,  or  ra- 
ther come  to  a  total  stop.     Of  this  the  state  of  the  army 
already  presente<l  a  melanclioly  proof.     Every  week,  or 
rather  ever>  day,  briftjght  to  Congress  a  lamentable  piclure 
from  Head- (Quarters.     The  troops  were  a  great  part  of 
their  time  on  short  allowauce,  and  sometimes  without  any 
allowance  at  all,  and  constantly  depending  on  the  precari- 
ous fruits  of  momentary  expedients.     General  Washington 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  repress  the  mutinous  spirit 
engendered  by  hunger  and  want  of  pay.  All  his  endeavours 
couid  not  prevent  the  actual  eru'>tion  of  that  spirit  in  two 
Connecticut  regiments,  who  assembled  on  the  parade  \\ith 
their  arms,  and  resolved  to  return  liome,  or  to  satisfy  their 
hunger  by  the  force  of  the  bayonet.     It  was,  in  this  crisis, 
that  the  patriotic  ladies   of  Philadelphia  and  other  places, 
made,  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  defenders  of  their 
country,  those  generous  contributions  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded in  a  former  part  of  this  narrative.     Tiie  opulent  mer- 
chants of  that  city  also  subscribed  f.  3,000,000,  the  imme- 
diate object  of  whieh  was  to  procure  and  transport  to   the 
army,  b,000. 000,000  of  ratio's,  and  300  Hluls.  of  rum. 
For   the  security  and    indemnification  of  the  subscribers. 
Congress  pledgee'  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  agreed 
to  deposit  bills  of  excirange  in  Europe,  to  the  amount  of 
1. 150.000  sterling,  which  wei*e  not,   however,  to  be  made 
use  of,  uuiess  other  meai.s  of  discharging  the  debt  should 
prove  inadequate. 

The  wily  Ibc  beheld  with  secret  exultation  this  distress 
and  its  effects  ;  noi*  «lid  he  leave  unessayed  any  of  those 
arts  whieh  he  tho  iglit  calculated  to  increase  discontent, 
and  produce  the  cutire  dissolution  of  the  army,  riiuted 
paper.-i  wore  circulated  in  the  American  camp,  exaggera- 
ting the  miseries  of  the  troops,  inviting  them  to  quit  their 
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leaders,  and  jom  their  real  friends,  the  British,  who  icould    CHAP, 
receive  them  with  open  anus,  and  kindlif  fovs!;\Te  their  er-     XVII. 

rors.     Gold,  abundaace  of  every  lhin»  that  is  desirable  to 

soldiers,  and.  if  they  should  not  ebuse  to  bear  arms,  the  li  '" ' 

bcrly  of  disposing  of  tbeinselves  as  they  pleased,"  were  in-  1750 
sidiously  oifered.  Vain  attempt!  Hunger  and  nakedness 
were,  indeed,  intolerable  to  the  American  soldiers,  beeause 
intolerable  to  men;  but  their  love  of  country,  and  their 
attauhment  to  a  General,  whose  constant  solicitude  and 
efforts  to  relieve  their  wants,  they  well  knew,  defeated  tb« 
ho|>es  of  the  enemy,  and  dispelled  tl  '  fears  of  Congress. 
That  Body  had  again  adopted  the  expedient,  of  sending  a 
Committee  of  their  own  members  to  the  camp  of  the 
main  army,  >viiii  ample  powers,  in  concert  with  the 
Conimrtnder  in  Chief  and  the  rleads  of  the  Oepartments, 
to  reform  the  various  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the 
military  system,  and  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
would  guard  against  a  relapse  into  them.  In  calculat- 
ing the  difficulties  which  America  had  to  overcome  to 
arrive  at  Independence,  posJerily  will  not  fwget  the 
want  of  pecuniary  funds,  and  of  energjetic  and  ade- 
quate systems  for  the  supply  of  large  arTni*>s. — Formid.ilde 
as  hev  eneniies  were  by  tljcir  bravery,  theicdiscipliue.  MitMP  " 

numbers,  she  had  less  to  fear  from  their  arm-*,  than  froia 
want  of  regularity  and  compactness  in  (he  disposal  of  her 
own  means,  and  from  the  absence  of  a  controHin:],'  posver 
and  coercive  authority  in  Congress  over  the  States,  sufficient 
to  compel  obedience  to  requisitions  for  men.  money,  and 
sui>i)lics,  apportioned  agreeable  to  the  rules  already  esta- 
blished. These  defects,  which  ultimately  led  to  the  adop-  f^,'^"^^'Jf^* 
lion  of  the  present  form  of  government  for  the  union,  were  ^esscoer- 
even  then  clearly  perceived,  and  sensibly  felt.  When,  cive powers 
early  in  1781,  the  confedT^ion  of  the  \raerican  States 
was  comi^leted  by 'he  assent  of  Maryland,  an  effort  was 
made  to  apply  the  proper  remedy  by  arming  Congress  with 
coercive  powers.  By  the  lo<h  article  of  the  confedera- 
tion, a  General  and  implied  power  was,  indeed,  vested  ia 
Congress,  assembled  to  enforce  and  eai-ry  into  effe.'t  all  the 
articles  of  the  said  confederation,  against  any  of  the  States 
which  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  abide  by  the  determina- 
tions of  a  m  ijorily  of  them,  or  shoul  I  otherwise  violate  any 
of  the  said  articles;  but  no  determinate  and  particular 
provisions  was  made  for  that  purpose.  It  was,  therefore, 
proposed  to  recommend  it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  to  authorize  their  Lielcgatesin  Congress  to  subscribe, 
as  an  adli'.ional  clause  to  the  13«h  article  of  confederation, 
a  clause  authorizing  Congress  to  employ  the  force  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  to  compel  delin- 
quent States  to  fulfil  their  federal  engagements — To  exer- 
cise this  compulsive  power,  should  Congress  be  invested 
with  it,  several  means  presented  themselves.    As  long  as 
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CHAP,    there  was  a  regular  army  on  foot,  a  small  detaeliment 
XVIF.     from  it  acting  umJer  civil  auiltoriiy,  woiih!,  at  any  lime, 
ren(U'r  a  voluntary  contribution  of  supplies  due  from  a  state> 
-'  an  eligible  allernative.     But  there  was  still  a  more  easy 

1780  *"*'  effiRient  mode,  'i'he  situation  of  most  of  the  States  was 
such,  «ha<  two  or  three  vessels  offeree  employed  against 
their  trade,  would  make  it  their  interest  to  jield  prompt 
obedience  to  all  Just  requisitions  on  them.  With  respect 
to  those  Stares  that  had  linle  or  no  foreign  trade  of  their 
own,  all  int»  rcourse  between  them  and  such  Si  ales  as  sup- 
plied them  with  foreign  merchaniJi/e,  might  he  interdicled 
— and  the  concurrence  of  the  latter  enforced,  in  ease  of 
refusal,  by  operations  on  their  foieign  trade.  The  necessity 
of  arming  Congr*  ss  with  such  powers  was  evinced  b>  niul- 
ti;dicd  circumstances — by  none  more  so  tlian  by  the  de- 
linquences  of  some  States  most  ca^abl  t)f  yielding  their 
apportioned  supplies — and  the  militan  exactions  to  which 
other  States,  already  exhausted  by  the  enemy  and  the 
American  troops  themselves,  were  in  consequence  exposed. 
Without  such  powers,  too,  in  the  general  government,  the 
whole  confedei'Hcy  might  he  insulted,  and  the  most  saluta- 
ry measures  fiustrated  by  the  most  inconsiderable  State 
*  in  the  Union.     Of  this  a  striking  instance  liad  occurred. 

At  a  time  when  all  the  other  States  were  submitting  to 
the  loss  and  in**onvenieney  of  an  embargo  on  their  exports, 
Delaware  absolutely  declined  coming  into  the  measure, 
and  not  only  defeated  the  general  object  of  it.  but  enrich- 
ed li»*rse!f  at  the  expence  oft  hose  who  di«I  their- duty. 

This  ai tempt  to  cement  and  invi}j;orate  the  fciieral  Union, 
and  10  render  it  more  effectual  in  securing  its  immediate 
object,  was  wise  and  salutary.  Yet,  it  was  I'cJinquisbed. 
Appi'ehensions  were  emertained,  lest  it  should  exeiie  jea- 
lousy— and  fear  of  a  disposition  in  Congress  to  grasp  at 
dangerous  powers.  It  was  likewise  contemplated  to  place  the 
great  Executive  departments  of  the  Union,  under  tbesuper- 
intent'auce  of  ministers,  accountable  for  their  conduct  to 
Conarress.  and  amenable  to  a  high  Federal  court,  which  it 
wa^  i  !tende«l  to  organize.  This  last  idea  was  beneiicially 
applied,  in  1781.  to  several  depart«oen»s,  by  substituting in- 
divi.lutl  agenis  for  committees  and  boards. — lint  other 
branches  of  desirable  reform  were  vainly  urged.  Time  and 
experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated  to  the  mass  of 
the  peoole  the  defects  of  the  original  articles  of  Union  : 
and  sufficiently  pressed  on  their  minds  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying adequate  remedies.  The  progress  of  salutary  ideas 
is  alwavs  slow — "ijeir  trinmph  often  difficult.  The  great 
work  of  a  Federal  Constitution  which  would,  without  en- 
croaching on  the  vital  ritjhts  of  the  several  Slates,  free 
the  general  governtnent  from  its  imbecility  and  imnotency, 
during  the  present  period,  was  resei-ved  fvtr  years  of  peace 
and  security  3  and  the  enlightened  Statesman,  in   whom 
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the  aboTC  clause*  orijpnated,  was  destined  to  bear,  in  fra-  CHAP, 
minganct  advocafini:;  tliaf  Coiistiiution,  a  share  alone  sulR-  XVII. 
cient  to  iminoHalize  liis  name. 

In  viowina;  the  relative  sitiialion  of  the  two  armies,  the  ^ 

one  enfeebled  by  eonsitleraS.de  deia^hmenr — the  other  la- 
boufioi;  under  the  Histrosscs  which  we  have  just  sketched, 
we  are  led  to  anticipate  what  really  happened — a  cam-  Northern 
pai|;n,  barren  of  important  and  decisive  evenis.  Thesur-  «ampaifH 
prise  of  an  American  post  by  the  British,  near  the  White 
Plains — an  incursion  iVoni  New  York  into  Jei'sey,  and  in 
that  incursion,  nuuiei-ons  instances  of  rapine,  conflagration 
and  slaughter,  among  which  the  melancholy  fate  of  Mrs. 
Citld  well  claims  a  sad  distinction,  and  some  o! her  desultory 
operations,  constitute  abnost  the  whole  history  cf  the 
Northern  campaign  in  1780,  to  which,  however,  must  be 
a'Ided,  a  successful  entcrprize  of  Lord  Sterling  against 
Stafen- Island. —  V  m«»re  prominent  occurrence  was  the  ar- 
rival at  Rhode  Island  of  a  French  armament  consis(ing  of 
7  shii>s  of  she  !inc»,  5  frigates,  and  a  number  of  transports, 
Laving  on  ho  trd  6.000  troops.  The  Chevalier  De  Ternay 
dirfvted  the  naval,  and  Count  De  Rochambeau  the  milita- 
ry force. 

Firmly  adhering  to  a  cause  wlncb  be  had  ardently  em-  L^Fa/ette 
braced,  the  gallant  La  Fayette  had  ohlained  from  his  Go-  from'"* 
vernmcnt  permission  again  to  de^ote  his  s^^vu'd  to  Ameri-  France. 
ca.     He  had  done  more.     Representing  to   the  mjignani- 
mous  Louis  and  his  Ministers,  tbesituatim  of  the  Un;?cd 
States,  tJieir  noble  and  nrotrpcted  strugjjle  against  Great 
Bfitain.  the  policy  as  well  as  the  g-orv  of  increasing  their 
means  tQ  main<ain  and  terminate  that  struggle,  he  bad  pro- 
curnjl  a  promise  that  his  return  to  America  sliould  he  spee- 
dily follo\v«'d  hy  an  armed  force.     With  this  welcome  in- 
telligence, he  reached  Washington's  Head  Quarters  in  the    May  12. 


•  The  clause  alhided  to  was  contained  in  a  report  from  a  Committee, 
before  ConETcess,  April  16,  1781.— It  orig'inuted,  v/e  bc'.ieve,  in  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  ran  thus : 

"It  is  understood,  and  herehv  declared* that,  in  case  any  one  or  more  of 
the  confederated  States  sh'll  refuse  orneg-lect  to  abide  by  tlie  detei-mina- 
lions  of  the  United  States  in  Conqrcss  assembled,  and  to  obsene  all  the 
ar  ides  of  t  le  confederation,  as  required  by  the  13th  article,  the  said 
United  States  in  Contjress  assemhlei,  are  fully  authorized  to  employ  the 
force  of  the  United  States,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  to  compel  such  State 
or  States  to  fulfil  their  federal  en.erairements  ;  and  particularly  to  make  dis- 
traint on  any  of  the  effects,  vessels,  and  merchandizes  of  such  State  or 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  ci*  izens  thereof,  wherever  found,  and  to  prohibit 
and  prevent  their  trade  and  intercourse  as  well  with  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted S*^^ates  and  the  civizens  thereof,  as  with  any  foreign  State,  and  as  well 
by  land  as  by  sea,  until  full  compensation,  or  comidiance  be  obtained,  with 
respect  to  all  requisitions  made  by  t!ie  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, in  pursuance  o   the  articles  of  confederation." 

"  And  it  is  understood  and  is  heret>y  a;jfrecd,  that  this  article  shall  be 
bindini^  on  all  tlie  States,  not  actually  in  possession  of  the  enemy — as  soon 
as  tlie  same  shall  be  acceded  to,  and  duly  ratified  by  each  of  the  eaiA 
States.-" 
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CHAP  spring.  To  him  and  to  Congress  only,  he  was  authorized 
XVil.  toconimunicinethecontemplatedaid.  Pecuniae  succoura 
had  also  become  probable.  Al'JiOugh  «he  arnn  and  the 
■  *■'  people  remained  sump  time  ignorant  of  ibis  last  and  impor- 
tant service  of  t'le  Cliivalrous  La  Fayette,  they  hailed  his 
return  with  enthusiasfie  afRn'tion.  He  had  lon^  secured 
to  himself  an  elevated  seat  in  their  hea  ts.  Congress  also 
conferred  upon  him  new  and  splendid  urarks  of  theik'  eg- 
teem. 
Arrival  of  a  ^^  Temay  and  Rochamheau  reached  the  coast  of  Ame- 
pJ-Sichar-  rica  early  in  July.  Contrary  winds  had  delayed  their  ar- 
mament rival,  the  armament  havi ig sailed  from  France  on  fhe  fust 
July  10.  of  May.  Roehambeau  counted  among  his  offieeis,  many 
distin;iiished  noblemen,  who  had  earnestly  solicited  < he 
honour  of  serving  in  America.  Impatient  uf  repose,  iircd 
wiih  the  hope  of  humbling  the  common  enemy,  and  of  a- 
venffinj?  at  once  th^ir  country  so  proudly  insulted  in  the 
last  war,  avl  Amerif^a  so  barbarously  treated  in  the  pre- 
sent, liie  tlesee  ularjts  of  those  ancient  heroes  whose  high 
deeds  grace  the  annals  of  France,  had  sought  transatlantic 
laurels-  AVae!)in?ion  had  been  named  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral of  his  IMost  Christian  Majesty's  troops  \n  America,  and 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  Whlre  flag.  The  French  troops,  ta- 
king post  in  Hhode  I;-?an<I-  put  the  Forts  and  Batteries  ia 
a  formidable  siate  of  .efence.  Many  were  the  fi  i<niJly 
ex!)res«;ions  and  acts  exchanjred  fief  ween  the  Ameiicaa 
ai!^  French  Commanc'ers..  As  a  syinftol  of  asMiiy  ann  af- 
fection, General  W;)?hingfonref'o;nmi'nded  it  tohisoffii  evs 
to  wearcockades.  the  q:rr.j!nd  of  wliich  was  bh.ck,  and  t' © 
relief  white.  Cordiality  and  harii^ony  were  lik^dy  to  pre- 
vail between  the  allied  troops,  whenever  brouglit  to  co- 
operate.* 

•  "  One  circumstanre  alone,  savs  Dr.  Ramsav,  setmed  unfavoiirabl|r  to 
this  spirit  of  enierprize.  This  w.s  the  (Lf.ciei.i  clothmg-  of  the  Vmeri- 
cans  Some  whole  lines,  officers  as  well  as  men,  were  shabby ;  and  a  ;p-eal 
Tjroportion  of  the  privates  were  without  Piii-.-'.s.  Such  troops  bwmifht  a- 
lone  side  even  of  :^V>esfullv  clad  in  the  ele-mce  of  miitormity,  must  have 

been  more  or  less  tiian  men  to  feel  no  de^rr.lation  on  the  contrust. 

This  circumstance  was,  no  doubt,  calculated  to  cre.-.te  an  unpie;;sant  .eeh.^. 

H(,t  we  are  inclined  tr.  think  that  'he  excelient  Ramsay  has  attached 

too  nnich  impr-nance  to  this  point.  The  philosophy  or  sold.ers  is  ereat. 
Prowess  is  their  best  uniform.  Many  brave  ti-onps  h.>ve  been  badly  c!ac.— 
and  not  the  less  respectable  or  le.s  respected  for  it.  Rochamberu,  his  oth- 
cers  and  men,  knew  that.-They  mi-]»t  have  .ympathr.ed  with  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  American  troops  -but  the  respect  due  to  their  patience  and 
braveiT  ^vould  have  been  felt-as  it  was  felt  thrmjrhout.  The  "^ost  illus. 
trious  ancestor  of  Louis,  whose  troops  were  now  «  ftillv  clad  m  the  ele- 
fcLce  of  uniformity,"  the  .?ood  and  f^r^at  Henr^^  the  ^V^^vhose  men  ory 
will  live  forever,  had  a  verv  shabby  pour  fmnt,  and  laughed  at  it,  when  he 
performed  those  miracles  of  valour  wh.ich  astonuh  us.  H.s  sallojit  lollow- 
ers,  the  forefathers  of  mostof  tiie  noblemen  w.th  Rochamheau  were  ma. 
correspondent  trim  for  months,  and  also  bore  it  ^mh  correspondent  gaiety. 
^There  is  always  a  vast  difference  as  to  ^^-^^S' ^^t^7*'"/";''"'^'J'^-' X 
terimr  the  field,  and  one  that  has  c.ng  been  m  it.-l he  ^'Stress  o^  ^ a^. 
in-iou's  armv  claimed  rehef-but  it  could  not  excit  e  shame  on  the  contra- 
^TtLose  were,  for  tho  troops.  fl<n-io,^  rags. ^The  fault  wa*  ekewhere. 
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The  arrival  of  this  armament,  and  the  annunciation  of  a    CH\P. 
stili  gpenter  force,  diffused  a  general  joy  am  ng  ihc  Ame-    XVII. 
rieans.     Measures  were  taken  lo  bring  iniu  the  tiehl  35,000 
men,  and  (o  insure  specific  supplies  for  their  support.     A-  ===» 
gain  the  electric  spark  of  enihusiasni  seemed  i.o  circulate      470*1 
through  the  Union.     *•  Shall  America,   it  was  generally 
asked,    do  less  for  herself  than  her  magnanimous  ally  2 
Shrill  we,  with  folded  arms,  look  on  the  exertions  of  other 
powers,  and  suffer  ihem,  almost  unnssisfed  by  us,  to  wort 
our  salvation  and  lnde|^)endence  ?     No  !     The  idea  is  hu- 
miliating.... The  fact  would  he  dishonourable.... And  with 
equal   astonishment  and  indignation,  our  posterity  would 
read  it  in  future  story  !"     Tiiese  and  other  rellections  sti- 
mulaied  the  activity  of  the  States — roused  their  dormant 
energies.     Draughts  from  the  miiitia  were  added  to  vo> 
lunJiiry  enlistments,    to  complete   the    i-equired    quotas. 
ll»)pcs  were  entertained  of  an  overwlieliaing  attempt  a- 
gaiusi  JNew  York     An    unexpected   reinforcement   even 
(hsappointed  these  hopes. 

When  the  F'rench  squadron  arrived  at  Rhode-Island, 
the  Heel  under  De  I'ernav  had  a  decided  superiority  over 
that  of  Aibuihriot.  .\  few  days  reversei!  the  case.  Adrai. 
ral  Graves,  w  ho  had  followed  the  Chevalier,  reached  Xew- 
York  with  six  ships  of  the  line.  A  plan  against  the  French 
armament  at  rihode-Tsland  was  immediately  formed. — 
Chnton,  with  the  chief  part  of  his  troops  proceeded  to 
Huntittgton  Bay,  on  the  Sound,  while  Arbuthnot  sailed 
round  Liong-lsland,  in  order  to  co-operate  by  Sea.  Gen. 
Washington  imniediaiely  advanced  towards  New- York,  re- 
solved to  altaek  it,  in  Clinton's  absence.  The  latter  quick- 
ly retj-aced  his  route  to  that  City,  leaving  Aibuthnot  to 
block  up  the  Krench  fleet  by  sea  The  force  announced 
by  Rochambeau  was  now  aciing  in  the  West-Indies,  under 
the  Count  De  Guichen.  With  anxious  solicitude,  it  was 
hourly  looked  for  by  Washington  and  Rochauibeau — the 
termination  of  the  war,  it  was  thought,  would  follow  its 
arrival.  I'he  Great  Ruler  of  events  had  otherwise  ordered. 
De  Guichen  was  compelled  to  convoy  to  Europe,  the  trade 
from  the  French  and  Spanish  Islands — and  the  campaign 
ended  without  the  desired  issue. 

The  intelligence  of  De  Guiehen's  return  to  Europe,  Treason  of 
frustrated  the  high  expectations  of  prompt  success  against  General  As- 
New- Y^ork;  and  rendered  new  arrangements  necessary. — 
To  concert  these,  Washington,  Roehambeau,  De  Ternay, 
La  Fayette  and  Knox,    met  at  Hartford.     During  this  in-  Sept'r.  21. 
terview,  an  event  took  place,  fraught  with  causes  of  alarm, 
suspicion  and  distrust,  as  well  as  with  great    immediate 
danger.     One  of  the  earliest,  warmest,  and  bravest  sup- 
porters of  American  libeity — who  had  been  so  during  a 
long  series  of  hazards,  ditticuliies.  and  discouragements  of 
every  sor^t — who  was  itill  deemed  to  be  so,  and  was  accord- 
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CHAP,   ingly  entrusted  with  the  coramand  of  the  important  post  at 
XVfl.     West- Point,  the  Key  of  the  Hudson — openinjj  or  bhuiting 
_  the  comnmnication  hetweea  the  Easlei-n  and  the  MuUUe 

•  States — Benedict  Arnold  proved  a  traitor! — that  man 
1780  seems  to  have  eonsiiiered  superior  courage,  and  dauntless 
intrepidity,  as  adequate  substitutes  for  all  those  niatiiy  and 
linequallHcations  Mhich,  together  with  prowess,  coustituie 
the  character  of  the  accomplished  s<ddicr.  To  Ucluacy, 
reclitutle  of  principle,  and  puriiy  of  auii  n,  in  private  life, 
lie  was  an  utiei-  si  ranger.  Prudeiice  aitd  economy,  he  lo- 
talJ>  disregarded.  He  had  launched  inio  a  s,.liere  of  dis- 
sipution,  hixury,  and  extravagance,  linie  suiu  d  to  the 
stcrness  of  repuldican  viitue;  and  as  his  pairiuionial  re- 
sources wtre  humhie  and  scanty,  his  pay  niOiJeraJe,  hi» 
gains  from  conuncrcial  and  priv.i'.eering  enierprizes,  pre- 
carious and  irregular,  he  scrupled  not,  ftir  (he  graiili ca- 
tion of  his  favorite  parade,  pomp,  and  sensualitv,  lo  employ 
fraud,  |)eeula(ion,  and  extortion.  In  Canada,  ami  parti- 
cularly at  Montreal,  he  had  given  strong  indications  of  iiis 
real  bent.  The  country  wanted  leadi-rs  of  acknov*ledged 
courage  and  enterpi-izing  genius;  his  ignoble  pilferings 
were  overlooked.  His  command  in  Philadelphia  wns  mark- 
ed with  similar  features  of  avarice,  greedily  plimd«  ring  for 
the  purposes  of  proiligacy.  His  comluct,  in  that  command, 
subjected  him  to  «hc  censure  of  a  Court  Martfal,  and  to  a 
reprimand  from  the  Commander  in  rhi«f.  At  a  subs«  quent 
epoch,  his  claims  against  (he  public  were,  bv  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  "o  examine  them,  and  afterwards  by 
a  Committee  of  Congress,  found  replete  with  fraud  and 
shameless  knavery  ll  was  no<  easy  for  a  man  of  tiiis  cha- 
racter (o  return  to  the  sober  paths  of  temperance  and  eco- 
nomy— liis  numerous  credi(ors  were  imporiunale — Arnold 
saw  ruin  hanging  over  his  head — to  avert  it,  he  blushed  not 
to  sell  his  country!  It  is  a  matter  of  surprize  that  the  ru- 
lers of  America — that  Genfral  Washington,  who  must  have 
been  deeply  acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  known  the 
intimate  and  necessary  connection  be(w»  en  private  and  pub- 
lic virtue,  which  are,  indeed,  bill  diff**rent  branches  of  ihs 
same  trunk — difFerot  features  of  the  same  character — 
should  have,  under  the  eircums(ances  just  described,  con- 
tinued to  repose  conKdence  in  Arnold — and  committed  to 
his  faith  the  Thermopylse  of  America.  To  accotmt  for 
this,  we  are  obliged  to  look  back  to  the  past  services  of 
Arnold — to  his  tried  bravery — to  his  hitherto  ardent  and 
boisterous  patriotism — and  to  reflect,  that  noble  hearts  are 
least  susceptible  of  disirust — we  can  easily  conceive  that 
Washington  thought  treason  impossible,  until  the  disho- 
nourable fact  stared  him  in  the  face. 

British  vigilance  never  slept,  and  British  gold  was  ever 
ready  for  the  purjwses  of  corruption.  The  policy  of  the 
Macedonian  Philip,  had  been  deeply  studied,  and  no  oppor- 
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tunity  of  praelisinj;  it  was  left  unimproved.  Soon  CHn<on  CHAPl 
discovered  llie  emburrassments  of  Arnold — he  saw  him  on  XVII. 
the  brink  oi"  a  precipice — a  bridi^e  of  j^old  w  as,  by  the  ma- 
gic wand  of  the  foul  enchaniicss,  bribery,  thrown  across  ~ 
it — iii  prospect^'  tides,  weahh,  pleasure,  were  presented.  178O 
Arnold  yielded — Ihe  soldier's  fanse,  the  pa( riot's  objecJs, 
the  awful  sentence  of  posteri(y,  should  a  traitor's  doom 
fail  to  overtake  him  sooner,  the  contempt  of  nations,  and 
the  hale  of  his  country — all  was.  lost  in  the  blaze  o!  tlie 
glittering  metal — West-Point  was  to  be  attacked — a  thin 
veil  of  sham  defence  would  cover  the  base  delivery  of  it 
into  the  hands  of  Clinton — and  again  America  would  be 
enslaved !  '1  he  Genius  of  Liberty  watched  over  these  mid- 
night plots.  They  recoiled  on  the  head  of  the  schemers. 
Among  the  officers  of  the  British  army,  was  Mtijor  Andie, 
Adjutant- General  to  Sir  IL  Clinton.  'J  he  liOer.jlity  of 
nature,  and  the  advantages  of  education  had  concuned  to 
make  him  the  accomplished  man  and  soldier.  His  person 
was  handsome.. .his  manners  highly  polisiied — his  mind  re- 
fined...Iiis  heart,  the  sanctuary  of  some  of  the  nol)les!  vir- 
tues that  can  adorn  humanity.  Unfortunately,  he  was  cho- 
sen by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  affection  and  csteenj  he 
possessed  iu  a  high  degree,  to  knock  at  the  door  of  the 
prolligate  Arnold,  and  propose  a  price  for  the  important 
fortress  nnder  his  command.  It  is  not  easy  to  reconcile 
many  of  the  maxims  and  practices  of  war  with  the  dictates 
of  common  honesty.  Seduction,  as  well  as  violence,  is 
sanctioned;  and  the  General  who  is  most  successful  iu  de- 
moralizing, as 'well  as  beating  the  army  of  his  enemy,  is 
most  applauded.  According  lo  the  rules  of  this  singular, 
but  received  code,  Andre  nnghtjustifv  lo  himself  the  dis- 
honourable task  which  he  undertook;  it  is  thought,  how- 
ever, that  he  entered  upon  it  against  the  suggestions  of  his 
own  mind,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  Sir  Henry,  to  whom 
he  owed  a  considerable  debt  of  gratitude,  ahhoui,-h  liis  de- 
licacy led  i»im  to  exonerate  the  British  Commander  from 
liaving  pressed  on  his  exertions  so  hazardous  an  enterprize. 
However  this  may  be,  he  knew  the  awful  penalty  attached 
to  the  situation  of  an  enemy  found  in  disguise  in  the  lines 
of  those  with  whom  he  is  at  war;  and,  with  this  know- 
ledge, he  acted  throughout  this  lamentable  affnir. 

It  is  said  that  a  correspondence  had  long  before  passed 
between  Mrs.  Arnold  and  M.ijor  Andre,  who  had  politely 
offered  to  forward  to  her  sotne  elegancies  of  female  attire 
from  New- York.  Thus  far  the  correspondence  w;is  au- 
thorized by  civilized  warfare,  which  often  presents  in  the 
same  spot,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment,  courtesy  and 
hostility.  This  innocent  correspondence,  it  is  added, 
brought  on  a  treacherous  one  between  Arnold  and  Andre, 
under  the  fictitious  names  of  Giistaviis  and  Anderson.  The 
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CHAP,  frantic,  agonizing  grief  of  the  unfortunate  Mrs.  Arnold, 
XVII.  upon  first  hearing  of  her  husband's  defection,  sufficiently 
evinces  that  she  was  unconscious  of  this.  Personal  com- 
~^  munications  becoming  necessary,  Andre  was,  in  the  night, 
^^-gjj  brought  by  a  boat  from  the  Vulture  sloop  of  war,  to  the 
bcacli,  where  he  met  the  wily  Arnold.  Tlie  returning  day 
dawned  upon  their  secret  and  prolonged  conversation;  and 
Andre  was  led  to  a  place  of  conceaimeni  within  the  Ame- 
rican lines.  His  return  to  the  Vuliure,  vas  rendered  im* 
possible  by  subsequent  circumstances.  Quitting,  therefore, 
his  uniform,  and  taking  a  passport  froni  Arnold,  under  the 
name  of  John  Anderson,  and  as  if  dispatched  down  the 
country,  Andre,  in  disguise,  proceeded  towards  N.  York. 
His  pretended  official  character  secured  him  from  inter- 
ruption, imtil  three  militia- men,  patroling  along  the  road, 
siuhlenJy  arrested  him,  at  a  moment  when  he  no  longer 
Capture  of  apprehended  danger.  An  unguarded  expression  betrayed 
Major  An-  jiju,.  He  Avil%  searched,  and  several  important  papers,  iu 
Arnold's  hand-writing,  found  secreted  in  his  boots.  They 
consisted  ot'documents  relative  to  the  post  at  West-Point.  In 
vain  Andre  tempted  the  integrity  of  his  captors  with  (he 
offer  of  his  watch,  his  burse,  and  any  sum  of  money  they 
should  name.  Vanwert,  Paulding  and  Williams,  rcyected 
Avith  scorn  (hat  polluting  gold  which  had  seduced  the  exe- 
crable Arnold.  Ihree  obscure  peasants,  leaning  only  on 
their  virtue  and  a  sense  of  du(j,  with  no  past  exploits,  no 
present  reputation  to  stimulate  their  integrity,  were  deaf 
to  every  oiler  of  pecuniary  and  honorarv  rewards.*  They 
immediately  conducted  Audre  to  their  commanding  officer. 
A  note  was,  by  permission  of  this  officer,  sent  to  Arnold, 
informing  him  of  Anderson's  deteniion.  'J  his  step  saved 
the  traitor.  He  hastily  took  refuge  on  board  the  V  ulture. 
Andre,  now  regardless  of  the  consequences,  avowed  his 
name  and  rank  ',  and  seemed  anxious  only  to  remove  the 
cloud  of  infamy  which  obscured  his  character.  To  Gen. 
Washington  lie  wrote  a  dignilied  letter,  protesting  that  his 
original  jntentiou  had  been  to  meet  Arnold  on  neutral 
ground,  and  that,  contrary  to  that  intention  he  had  been 
betrayed  into  the/ vile  condition  of  an  eneuiy  in  disguise 
within  the  American  lines — and  requesting  decency  of 
treatment,  to  whatever  rigor  he  might  be  devoted  by^ po- 
licy. By  Washington's  orders,  he  was,  without  loss  of 
time,  conducted  to  Head-Quarters,  where  a  Board  of  Ge- 
neral Officers  examined  him,  and  reported  it  as  their  opi- 


*  They  were  remunerated  by  Cong-ress,  who  resolved  "that  each  of  them 
should  receive  annually,  two  hundred  dollars,  in  specie,  during-  life,"  and 
directed  the  Boai'd  of  ^\^ar  "to  pix)cure  for  cacli  of  tliem,  a  silver  medal, 
on  one  side  of  which  should  be  a  shield,  wiih  this  inscrii)tlon,7^'f/e/iVj/,  and 
on  the  other,  vincit  amor  pairLe,  imd  that  tlie  Commander  in  Chief  should 
present  the  same,  with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  lor  their  fidelity,  and  the 
eminent  service  they  had  rendered  their  country." 
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nion  "that  Major  Andre  ought  to  he  considered  as  a  spy, 
and  that  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  he 
ought  to  suffer  death."  In  tlie  whoh'  progress  of  the  en- 
quiry, Andre's  request  of  decent  treatment  was  serupu- 
lously  complied  with.  While  the  members  of  the  Board 
admired  the  noble  candour,  the  modest  firmness,  and  be- 
coming sensibility,  which  the  unfortunate  Andre  displayed, 
he  was  himself  penetrated  with  their  liberality  and  deli- 
cacy. The  time,  manner,  and  object  of  his  interview  with 
Arnohl,  the  subsequent  change  of  dress,  and  other  circum- 
stances, within  the  American  lines,  but  too  well  determin- 
ed the  complexion  of  his  case,  and  the  melancholy  issue. 
Efforts  were  made,  however,  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Arnold  himself,  to  prove  that  Andre  came  out  under  the 
protection  of  a  flag,  with  a  passport  from  a  General  Officer 
in  actual  service,  and,  consequently,  could  not  be  justly 
detained.  Rut  when  the  sacred  and  high  purposes  for 
which  flags  have  been  instituted,  come  to  be  considered, 
this  reasoning  becomes  an  aggravation  of  the  offence.  An- 
dre himself  was  so  fully  sensible  of  this,  that  he  ridiculed 
and  exploded  the  idea  before  the  Board  of  officers  that  ex- 
amined him.  Arnold  might  have  saved  him — stepping  for- 
ward as  a  voluntary  victim  of  expiation,  lie  would  have 
rescued  the  lamented  Andre,  and  redeemed  his  own  name 
from  the  imperishable  infamy  attached  to  it. — But  he  was 
incapable  of  soaring  to  such  a  height  of  generosity. — His 
sou'  was  debased^  his  turpitude  irrevocably  fixed.  Gene- 
ral \V^ashington  made  an  unavailing  effort  to  secure  his  per- 
S0Q,^*and  restore  the  amiable  Andre,  to  his  friends.  The 
issue  is  well  known.     Justice  prevailed  ;|  humanity  wept. 
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*  See  Lee's  Memoirs,  Vol.  n.  Chap.  30,  page  159,  &c.  There  are  few 
episodes  in  the  history  of  the  .\merican  war,  so  interesting  as  that  of  the 
brave  John  Champe.     The  whole  world  will  regret  his  failure. 

t  General  Wusliinp^ton  has  been  much  censured  by  some  British  histo- 
rians for"  his  inflexible  rig'our  on  this  occasion "  But,"  (says  one  of 

them,  Coote,  ^Modern  Europe  contiimed,  paeje  143  )  "The  British  ofiicera 
had  no  rigiitto  blame  the  inexorable  General ;  for,  from  tiie  manner  in 
which  the  war  was  carried  on  acfainst  the  obnoxious  provincials,  there  is 
no  doubt,  that  i  f  an  American  officer  had  been  detected  in  similar  conduct, 
he  would  have  been  put  to  death  without  hesitation.  Sir  II.  Clinton,  who 
earaciitly  requested  that  the  Major's  life  mig-ht  be  spared,  would  liavere-, 
jectcd  witli  scorn  the  solicitations  of  a  rebel  Commander,  or  of  a  Congress. 

of  republican  traitors." And  he  adds  in  a  note — as  the  business  was  of 

a  traitorious  nature  on  the  part  of  Arnold,  and  not  altogether  honourable 
on  that  of  the  Mijor,  who.se  chang^e  of  dress,  and  assumption  of  a  dlM'er- 
ent  name,  arg-ued  his  sense  of  the  impropriety  or  irreg-ularity  of  his  pro- 
ceeding's; the  assertion  "  that  Andre  went  out  under  every  iair  and  justi- 
fiable sanction,"  is  not  strictly  warranted Andre,  thoug-h  a  man  of  ho- 
nour in  liis  general  conduct,  appe;a's  to  ha^  g-one  boyond  the  extent  of  al- 
lowable stratagems." 

The  Annual  Register  for  1781,  says  of  Andre — «  Though  the  papers  that 
7oere  Jound  in  his  hoot,  subjected  him  to  instant  execulion  in  the  us^aWsiimmary 
xvay  practised  with  sjnes,  yet  he  nobly  chose  to  encounter  that  immediate 
danger  and  ignominious  fate,  rather  than  let  any  tliiiig-  come  out  which 
could  involve  Arnold,  until  he  had  time  to  provide  for  iiis  safety." 
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comes a 
pany  in  tlie 
war. 


Andre,  died  on  a  j»il)bet....He  died,  rej^retted  by  the  TtriMsh, 
and  pitied  l»y  ttie  Americans.  They  saw.  and  admired  his 
manl\  fortitude:  tliey  deploied  (hai  stern  neeessity  which 
recpiiicd  txemplaVy  piinislinient,  when  the  gMi1(  was  de- 
mo, si  raed.  and  when  intentional  traitors  and  their  eneou- 
rHj>;ei  s.  must  he  restrained  hy  their  fears.  Andre's  judges, 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief  reluctantly  stiffled  the  claims 
of  mercy.  The  same  imperious  policy  which  had  dictated 
an  infle>ib!e  adherence  to  the  laws  and  usnjj;es  of  nations, 
prt'vented  a  c«'mpliarce  >^ilh  the  recjuest  of  Andre,  (hat 
his  death  should  be  the  death  of  a  soldier.  America,  still 
alarmed  and  indignant,  pointed  to  the  precipice  opened  be- 
neath her  steps. — Susjucion  and  distiust  had  been  widely 
ex'Mted  ;  the  puhlic  mind  was  in  a  ferment.  Even  if  we  ad- 
mit the  pleu  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Arnold,  the  nn- 
fortunate  Andre  had  consented  to  prostitute  the  sanctity 
of  a  flag,  and,  under  its  protection,  sought  to  promote  a 
sclnnic.  the  execution  of  which  niusi  hs.vc  broujrht  on  thcu- 
san<ls  incalculable  miseries.  Posterity  will  confirm  the 
fatal  sentence. — Andre  will  confinne  to  be  pitied,  and  con- 
demned ;  for,  the  sympathies  of  (he  heart,  powerful  as  they 
are,  cannot  reverse  Che  dictates  of  the  judgment : 

Arnold,  like  a  fallen  spirit,  now  endeaviiured  to  involve 
others  in  his  guilt  and  degradation.  He  had  become  a 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Briiish  army,  and  he  was  autho- 
rized to  raise  a  cotps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  who  were 
to  l)e  on  the  same  footing  wi(h  other  troops  in  the  British 
service.  In  his  a'idresses  (o  the  people  and  armies  of  A- 
mcrica,  a  miserable  sophistry  was  used  to  vindicate  his 
own  conduct,  and  induce  others  to  imitate  it.  The  gros- 
sest appeal  was  made  to  prejudices  once  jjrevalent,  and  to 
passions  always  powerful.  Gold,  Arnohl's  great  lever, 
was  libeinillv  ofi'ered.  Yet,  be  it  recnidf^l  lo  the  im- 
mortal honour  of  the  American  troops,  distressed,  suffering 
as  they  were  under  complicated  wan's.  the  seducing  oflTcrs 
of  the  insidious  tempter  produced  no  efioct.  The  treason 
of  Arnold  was  no  le&s  solitary  than  it  w  as  execrable. 

The  adjustment  of  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
soners, except  the  privates  of  (he  convention  tioops;  and 
a  gallant  enterprize  of  Major  Talu'-aclge  against  fort 
George,  on  Long  Island,  must  be  added  to  tlie  ti'ansactions 
in  the  ]Nor(h,  during  the  year  1*80. 

This  year  al«o.  an  event  highly  important  to  America, 
took  place  in  Europe.  The  seven  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands  because  a  party  in  the  war  against  England. 
Of  the  causes  by  which  that  important  event  was  produced, 
it  is  p'opcr  to  t^ike  in  this  place,  a  rajnd  view. 

When  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
nics began,  a  treats  of  defensive  alli;ince  conneefed  the  for- 
mer wish  the  Dnteh  Jiepuhlie.  The  h'A\  article  of  that 
treaty,  besides  a  stipulation  for  certain  succours  in  the  e- 
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vent  of  a  war,  obligated  "  which  ever  of  the  two  aJlics    CHAP. 
should  not  he  attacked,  to  break  with  the  aj^i^ressor  in  two      XVII. 

months  aHer,  if   the  paitv  a(taeked  should  require  it." 

Upon  the  eomineneement  of  hostilities  with  France.  Eng-  ' 
land  required  from  the  States'  Genei-al,  neither  such  suc- 
cours nor  such  rupture.  Her  commercial  jealousy,  and 
lier  maritime  encroachments,  however,  soon  disturbed  the 
friendship  and  harmony  which  had  long  united  the  two  na- 
tions. Extensively  engaged  in  mercantile  speculations, 
and  anxious  to  partake  in  tliose  immense  advantages  which 
the  change  in  America  promised  to  commercial  activity 
and  enterpnze,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Provinces,  espe- 
cially those  of  Holland  and  VVest-Friesland,  impatiently 
bore  the  inconveniences  and  vexations  to  which  they  were 
fre(|uently  subjected  by  a  flagrant  abuse  of  naval  prepon- 
derance, on  the  part  of  Great  t«ritaiii.  Of  the  many  in- 
sults oifered  to  their  flag,  none  excited  their  resentment 
so  much  as  the  following  : 

A  number  of  notch  vessels,  laden  with  such  stores  as 
were  by  t!ie  treaties  extsling  between  the  two  nations,  ex- 
e!ude<l  from  the  lisf  of  contraband  articles,  ret  fearing  the 
lawless  violence  of  Bi'itish  cruizers,  sailed  for  l* ranee  in 
company  with  Rear- Admiral  Coup'  l)e  Bylan<l,  who  tjim- 
se?.f  was  bou;^d  to  tlie  Mediterranean,  escorting  into  that 
sea,  under  the  protection  ofa  small  squadron,  a  large  con- 
voy of  merclianlmen.  Of  this,  tinnly  intelligence  reach- 
ed En;j;land.  I;nn»ediately  Captain  Fielding  was  detactied 
wi'.h  an  a.ieq-iaJc  force,  to  ssop  anil  searcli  the  vessels  com- 
posing the  convoy,  and  seize  siieh  ol'  ihem  as  miglit  be  found 
to  co.ilain  naval  st^ires  for  the  enemy.  The  two  lleets 
met ;  and  permission  was  requested  by  Fielding  to  visit 
the  merei'ant  ships.  This  was  refused  ;  upon  vvhich  force 
was  resorted  to,  and  re-^ifance  followed.  The  pause  oc- 
casioned by  this  contest,  wliieh  terminated  intiie  defeat  of 
the  niileh  Admiral,  together  with  the  uncommon  obsei!- 
rify  of  the  subseq  lent  night,  afforded  to  inost  of  the  sus- 
pected ships  sufficient  time  to  baffle  the  pu'snitof  the  con- 
queror, and  reach  in  safety  fhfir  destined  ports.  Such  as 
remained  behind  were  seized  by  ihe  British  Ca]»tain  :  the 
Dutch  Admiral  was  (hen  informed  that  he  was  at  liberty 
to  hoist  his  Hag  again,  and  to  prosecute  his  voyage.  He 
did  the  first,  hut  insisted  upon  still  accompanying  the  por- 
tion of  his  convoy  taken  by  Fielding,  On  the  4 1 U  of  .Tani;- 
ary.  iUc  whole  entered  Spithead,  wjiere  the  merchanl-sfiips 
and  their  cargoes  were  condemned.  Pro'-eedings  so  vio- 
lent could  not  fail  to  excite  through  the  U'litetl  Provinces 
a  considerable  degree  of  irritation.  In  vain  did  Great  Bri- 
tain offer  to  pay  for  the  property  thus  seized  and  dctaininl, 
alledging,  in  excuse  of  her  measures,  the  temporary  ne- 
cessity of  her  situation,  whicli  corjjpelle.l  her  to  appropri- 
ate to  her  OM  a  use  by  a  forcible  furchase  the  stores  destined 
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for  an  enemy.  In  vain  she  proposed  such  mollifications  of 
the  subsisting  treaties  as  would  o!)viate  in  ru<nre  any  disa- 
greeable discussion.  These  offers  for  indemnity  and  for 
new  stipulations  were  indignantly  rejected.  The  murmur 
of  resentment  was  heai  d  on  all  sides  ;  and  signal  vengeance 
was  denounced  for  the  insults  wantonly  offered  to  the  nati- 
onal Hag  by  armed  English  vessels,  and  for  their  open  vi- 
olations of  the  Dutch  Territory,  in  Europe  and  in  Ame- 
rica. An  approaching  rupture  might  now  he  anticipated, 
and,  perhaps,  England  wished  for  it.  By  her.  war  might 
be  deemed  preferable  to  an  inelllcient  alliance  which  ena- 
bled Holland  to  supply  her  enemies  with  naval  and  other 
stores  ;  and  it  was  natural  for  a  people  abounding  in  nrari- 
time  means  of  annoyance  to  view  with  an  imnatirn?  and  co- 
vetous eye,  those  immense  treasures  of  the  Dutch,  which 
either  floated  on  various  parts  of  the  ocean  in  the  full  se- 
curity of  peace,  or  were  accumulated  in  distant  and  de- 
fenceless islands  ;  nor  could  the  unprepared  slate  of  Hol- 
land for  immediate  war,  escape  the  penetration  of  the  Bri- 
tish Ministers.  But  this  wish,  if  it  existed  at  all.  Avas  art- 
fully disguised  ;  and  Great  Britain  apparcntl^y  made  eve- 
ry possible  effort  to  avert  the  impending  breach,  and  to 
prevent  her  diseontentcl  ally  from  acceding  to  the  North- 
ern confederation,  so  famous  under  the  name  of  the  armed 
ncvfraWif. 

This  celebrated  compact  had  originated  in  the  same 
cause  to  which  the  dissatisfaction  now  pervading  IIollHnd, 
lias  been  referred,  the  naval  despotism  of  Great  Britain, 
for  her  proud  claim  of  new  maritime  rights  extended  to 
all  neutral  nations.  She  insisted  on  searching  the  ships  of 
neutrals  bound  to  hostile  ports,  when  suspected  of  being 
laden  with  naval  stores,  or  with  the  property  of  enemies. 
This  claim,  whether  founded  on  pre-existing  treaties  or 
not,  was  generally  reduced  to  practice.  Those  powers, 
whose  navigation  and  commerce  the  exercise  of  an  as- 
sumed right,  so  broad  in  its  nature,  and  in  its  application, 
liable  to  so  many  abuses,  could  not  fail  to  disturb  and  har- 
rass,  early  took  the  alarm  ;  and  (he  Empress  of  Russia, 
Catherine  II.  if  she  did  not  first  suggest,  at  least,  first  sys- 
tematized, and  afterwards  efficiently  supported,  measures 
well  calculated  to  check  the  maritime  encroachments  of 
England.  On  the  26th  of  February  1780,  she  addressed 
to  the  Conrts  of  London,  of  Versailles,  and  of  Madrid,  a 
declaration  in  which  she  exposed  to  the  e^es  of  all  Europe, 
the  principles  which  she  had  adopted  for  her  conduct,  and 
which  to  her  appeared  most  proper  to  avoid  any  future  dis- 
agreement. Those  principles  were  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing points  : 

1.  That  neutral  ships  should  enjoy  a  free  navigation,  e- 
ven  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent 
powers. 
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II.  That  all  efTcets  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  said  CU  AP. 
belligerent  powers,  should  be  looked  upon  as  tVcc,  on  board  XYII. 
such  neutral  ships,  except  only  such  goods  as  were  stipula- 
ted contraband.  =«=== 

III.  That  in  order  to  determine  wliat  characterizes  a 
port  blocked  up,  that  dononiinatiou  should  not  be  grant- 
ed, but  to  such  places  before  whicli  there  should  actually 
be  a  number  of  enemy's  sliips  stationed  near  enough  to 
make  its  entry  dangerous. 

France  and  Spain  readily  entered  into  views  so  propiti- 
ous to  their  interests,  and  so  conformable,  in  the  abstract, 
to  the  dictates  of  universal  reason,  and  to  those  principles 
of  eternal  justice,  wliich  constitute  the  basis  of  the  law  of 
nations,  hy  them,  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  Catherine 
were  extolled  to  the  sky.  In  their  answer  to  her  declara- 
tion, they  not  only  expressed  their  entire  approbation  of 
her  views  and  measures,  but  assured  her  that  an  inlierent 
sense  of  justice  had  already  induced  them  to  direct  their 
Admirals  and  other  naval  commanders,  to  pursue,  in  res- 
pect to  neutrals,  the  proper  and  liberal  course  pointed  out 
by  Her  Imperial  Majesty.  The  pressure  of  existing  diffi- 
culties forced  the  Court  of  London  to  disguise  its  alarm 
and  resentment  at  a  plan  so  hostile  to  its  present  views, 
and  to  its  future  preponderance.  Its  answer  was  purpose- 
ly cautious  and  reserved,  and  artfully  indefinite.  It  slated 
that  *'  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  King  had 
given  precise  orders  respecting  the  flag  of  Her  Imperial 
jNIajesty,  and  the  commerce  of  her  subjects,  agreeably  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  tenor  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
Avith  her,  a  treaty  to  which  he  would  adhere  with  the  most 
scrupulous  exactness."  It  further  remarked  that  "  in  case 
of  fortuitous  and  unauthorized  infringement  on  the  part 
of  British  officers,  every  hardship  should  be  redressed  in 
so  equitable  a  manner,  that  Her  Imperial  Majesty  should 
be  perfectly  satisfied,  and  acknowledge  a  spirit  of  justice 
similar  to  that  which  she  herself  possessed." 

Catherine  did  not  coaiine  herself  to  this  declaration.  It 
being  with  her  a  favourite  object  to  consolidate  and  sup- 
port the  plan  which  had  tiius  wisely  formed  and  magnani- 
mously proclaimed,  she  invited  the  Courts  of  Copenhagen, 
Stockholm,  and  Lisbon,  together  Avith  the  States'  General. 
to  concur  in  a  system  of  armed  neutralibjf  the  object  of 
which  was  to  defend  and  maintain  those  privileges  and  im- 
munities, which  the  rights  of  nations  and  solemn  treaties 
allowed  to  neutral  flags.  Denmark  and  Sweden  cheerful- 
ly acceded  to  the  proposed  arrangement ;  but  Portugal, 
influenced  by  England,  and  in  a  great  measure  dependent 
on  that  power,  declined  taking  an  active  part.  The  States' 
General,  from  their  present  temper,  and  with  so  many 
causes  of  irritation  for  the  past,  and  of  apprehension  for 
the  future,  could  not  receive  such  a  proposal  without  sen 
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CHAP,  timents  of  gratifmle  and  cxultatiwn.  Yet,  owing  to  the 
XVII.  slowness  w'hivU  usually  luvuked  the  proceedin;,'s  of  tiiiir 
Body,  they  (iid  not  immediately  give  Jlieir  ioiinal  asseni  to 
-»  the  'gloriJus  compact.  In  their  de!ii»eriuious  ol'  Ajm  il, 
A^of.  1780.  ihiee  injpoHant  ohjeets  oeeupied  theii*  aUendon,  and 
one  of  lliese  vvas  (lie  inviciUion  ol  (he  Emi»i'ess  of  Russia. 
They  mianimously  deelaird  (hat  •*  ihey  accepted  it  with 
giaiitude,  and  would  enter  isilo  a  uegociatiou  upon  that 
subject  with  the  Envoy  of  Iler  Inipeiial  Mujestj,  iu  order 
to  cany  as  soon  as  possii>le,  those  propositions  into  eilVct." 
The  tw'o  other  objeeis  to  which  we  have  alluded,  were  tlie 
succours,  at  last,  demanded  b>  Great  Britain,  upon  the  cie- 
elaration  of  war  bv  Spain,  an<l  the  expidiency  of  granang 
couvovs  to  merchant  ships  bearing  the  dug  of  ihe  republic. 
AVith  the  deh,iin<i  for  succours,  ihe  States'  General  refused 
to  comply,  ulledging  the  auJerior  di^cgard  of  Great  Bri- 
tain herself  for  the  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  nature  ot 
tlie  present  WJir,  which  did  not  appe.a  to  theui  to  fall  with- 
in the  cases  fenders' s,  an  unjust  and  causeless  agt^ression 
alone  having  been  eontemplaied  by  tijc  framers  of  that 
treaty.  The  grant  of  convoys  lor  the  protection  of  nation- 
al tiading  ^es^els,  was,  at  the  same  lime  adopted,  as  a 
measure  both  legitimate  and  expedient. 

A  circuiKStance  very  soon  occurred,  which  gave  to  the 
situation  of  tiie  United  Provinces,  a  decided  character,^ 
and  did  not  perniit  them  to  partake  in  the  advantages  of 
the  armed  neutrality.  It  seemed  to  be  Heaven's  awful  de- 
cree that  most  nations  should  feel  the  effects  of  the  Ame- 
rican contest,  and  that,  as  its  difficulties  and  terrors  in- 
creased, England  should  face  a  storm  which  herself  had 
raised,  witiiout  a  single  friend  or  ally  to  assist  her  in  the 
formidable  struggle.  Beside  sheeommercial  views  which, 
as  before  observed,  excited  in  the  United  Provinces  a  spi- 
rit fiiendly  to  the  cause  and  Independence  of  America,  no- 
ble motives  impelled  the  citizens  of  the  Dutch  Republic  to 
a  favourable  disposition.  'I'be  principal  among  these, 
were  the  detestation  of  all  dissenting  proiestants  for  the 
intolerance  and  the  real  or  supposed  encroachmenis  of  the 
chureh  of  England,  and  the  sympathy  which  a  comparison 
of  the  glorious  struggle  now  maintained  bv  the  American 
patriot's,  witii  (he  heroic  eftoris  of  the  Dutch  themselves  in 
their  former  successful  opposi.ioo  to  Spanish  tyranny,  was 
calculated  to  create  in  every  virtuous  bosom-  The  Pro- 
vince of  Holland,  and,  in  that  Province,  the  city  of  Am- 
sterdain,  were  foremost  in  cherishing  such  scnti^ments. 
Hence  ihe  occurrence  alluded  to,  and  now  to  be  circum- 
stantially related. 

In  September,  1778,  as  IMr.  William  Lee,  appointed  by 
Congress  Commissioner  to  (he  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, was  on  his  -.vay  to  (lie  Prussian  Capital,  he  met  at  Aix 
La  Chappele  with  Mr.  Joha  1).  Ncufviiic,  one  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  merchants  of  Amstepdam,  warmly  attached  fo  the  CIMP 
commeieial  aiid  other  infeiests  of  his  couuiiy,  which  he  X\  II  ' 
considered  as  more  inumately  connected  wiHi  tliose  of 
France,  and  with  the  success  of  the  American  cause,  than  ~ 
with  tlie  triumph  and  prospesity  of  Enghmd.  This  fortu-  . 
it()u|  interview  was  soon  improved  inio  a  scheme  of  iiical-  *"^^ 
ei>hib!e  prospective  benelit  to  the  citizens  of  (he  Dutch  Re- 
public, and  to  Jhose  of  the  confederated  States.  Th  s  was 
no  less  than  Hie  plan  of  a  treaty  of  Aniily  and  Commerce 
between  (he  (wo  nations.  The  plan  was,  indeed.  <  veiitual, 
Mr.  Lee  not  being  invested  with  powers  to  ncgociate  orsiffii 
such  a  trea(.v,  anu  Mr.  DeNeutMJie  hims<i.  ..kicU  aiaiuff 
under  the  instructions  of  his  friend  Mr.  V  an  Berkel,  Coun- 
sellor and  pensionary  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Burgomasters  of  that  city ;  hut,  in  so  mo- 
mentous a  concern,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  venture 
upon  a  scheme  replete  widi  nuitual  a'lvnniai^c.  The  out- 
lines of  the  projected  treaty  were,  tlierefore,  agreed  upon, 
and  si,'ned  by  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  lie  Aeui\ilh°  uu-  laucr 
having  further  engaged,  in  the  name  of  the  f?egeney  of 
Amsterdam,  that  "  so  long  as  America  should  not  enter 
upon  any  proceeding,  hosfiie  to  the  interests  of  Use  States 
of  Holland,  the  city  of  Ani3(erdani  would  never  adopt  any 
measure  that  might  tend  to  oppose  the  interests  of  Ame- 
rica, but  would,  on  the  contrary,  use  all  ils  influence  ui)on 
the  States  of  the  seven  United  Provinces,  to  effect  the  de- 
sired connection."  Several  copies  of  the  plan  were  early 
transmitted  to  America,  but  the  whole  transaction  re'- 
mained  concealed  from  the  Biitisii  Ministers,  tnitil  the 
capture  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the  beginning  of  Sentember. 
J  780.  c  o  i-  , 

.  .T^f  gentleman  had  been  elected  on  the  21st  of  October,  Mr  Lanrens 
I       *^**/"^  purpose  of  negociating  a  loan  in  Holland  ;  on  ist^v-cn  bv 
the  1st  of  the  ensuing  month,  he  was  clothed  with  full  row-  ^'^^  British, 
ers  to  arrange  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  Amity  and  Com- 
merce with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  cmmtries. 
Congress  had  duly  appreciated  the  advantages  of  the  pro- 
ject submitted  by  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  De  Neufville  :  and 
their  hopes  of  realizing  that  project  Avere  the  more  san- 
gume,  as  the  latest  intelligence  from  Europe  stated  the 
resentment  of  the  Dutch  at  the   haughty  and  violent  con- 
duct of  the  British,  to  have  nearly  readied  its  acme.     Mr. 
Laurens  sailed,  entrusted   with  two  negociations  of  hi-h 
import,  and  cheered  by  bright  anticipations.      Scarcely 
however,  had  the  vessel  which  conveyed  him,  desciied  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  when  she  was  attacked  and  taken 
by  the  BriCish  fngate,  the  Vestal.     The  boldness,  celerity,  ^nd  con- 
and  skill  of  an  English  sailor  rescued  from  tlie  waves  the  fined  i,.the 
papers  of  (he  American  cnvry,  which   had  been  throwi  ^''^^^^"^ 
overboard,  but  did  not  suddenly  sink.    On  his  arrival  in  oS'Jt 
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CHA.P.    England,  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  to  the  tower,  under 
XVII.     a  charge  of  higli  treason  -,  and,  through  the  jnedium  of  his 
papers,  the  administration  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
1     existing  plan  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  Amitj  and  Commerce 
hetween  Holland  and  America.     All  the  papers  connected 
witfi  that  plan  were  delivered,  in  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber, to  the  Frince  of  Orange,  ^^ho  laid  them,  on  the  5th 
oi  the  same  month,  before  «he  Stat«;s  of  Holland  and  West 
Fricbland.     A  few  days  after,   Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  the  Bri- 
tish Ambassador,  presented  to  the  States'  General,  on  the 
subject  of  those  papers,  a  memorial,  abounding  in  expres- 
sioiss  unsuitable  between  sovereigns,  peremptorily  demand- 
ing, ill  the  name  of  (he  King,  his  master,  *•  a  formal  disa- 
vowal of  the  irregular  conduct  of  the  States  of  Amster- 
dam, in  entering  so  early  as  the  month  of  August,  1778, 
into  a  clandestme  correspondence  wiih  the  American  re- 
bels, and  giving  powers  and  instructions  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  treaty  of  indissoluble  friendship  with  the  said 
rebels.''  The  memorial  further  insisted  '*  on  speedy  satis- 
faction, adequate  to  the  offence,  and  the  exemplary  punish- 
ment of  the  pensioner  Van  Berkel  and  liis  accomplices,  as 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace  and  violators  of  the  rights  of 
nations."     This  memorial   was   submitted   to  the  States' 
xov'r  10   General  on  the  10th  of  November.     By  their  resolution  of 
the  27th  of  the  same  montli,  they  openly  and  solemnly- 
disapproved  what  had  thus  secretly  and  irregularly  been 
done.  Beyond  this,  their  powers  did  not  extend :  they  possess- 
e(S  no  jurisdiction  over  the  respective  Provinces,  and,  as  to 
the  States  of  Holland  belonged  a  sovereign  and  exclusive 
authority  over  their  oAvn  subjects,  they  atone  could  inlHct 
the  punishment  required.     Upon  application  to  (hem  for 
that  purpose,  thev  unanimously  came  to  a  resolution  '"  to 
consult  a  Court  of  Justice  in  regard  to  (he  requisition  for 
punishment,  requesting  the  said  Court  t<'  give  their  opjui- 
on  as  soon  as  possible,  foregoing  all  other  affairs."     Ihe 
British  Ambassatlor  was  made  acqiiainted  with  this  reso- 
lution, but  he^leclared  it  nugatory  and  illusive,  and  re- 
fused to  transmit  it  to  his  Court.     Jmpvvtient  to  commence 
a  predatory  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  Dulch  and 
their  foreign  possessions,  the  Britisli  Cabinet  recalled  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  from  the  Hague,  and,  on  the  20th  Decem- 
ber, issued  a  manifesto,  chai'j^ing  the  States'  General  wiJh 
many  infringements  and  violations  of  e.\isting  stipulations, 
and  followed  by  an  order  of  Council  *•  that  general  repri- 
sals should  be  granted  against  their  ships,  their  goods, 
and  their  subjects."     A  few  days  before  the  piddication 
of  the  English  manifesto,  the  States'  General  had  acceded 
to  ihe  measures  of  tlie  armed  neutraliiy,  and  in  their  re- 
criminating answer  to  t!»e  charges  of   tlie  Court  of  St. 
James,    thev   ascribed   (lie   hostile  and   vindictive    spirit 
of  that  Court,  especially  to  an  accession  so  long  (eared 
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and  resisted  by  Great  Britain.    Thus  did  England,  ini-    CHAP. 
pelled,  at  the  same  time,  bj  national  pride,  illiberal  jea-      XVII. 
lousy,  and  insatiate  rapaciousness,  apeople  long  united  with 
her  by  strong  ties,  and  whose  hostilities,  owing  to  the  vi-  ' 

cinity  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  the  naval  skill  and  re-  1730 
sources  of  the  Dutch,  could  not  fail  to  throw  a  considera- 
ble weight  into  the  scale  of  the  war.  The  importance  of 
this  momontous  incident  in  the  grand  political  di'ama  now 
acting  in  both  hemispheres,  was  duly  felt  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, although  the  direct  advantages  expected  from  it,  were 
yet  distant  and  precarious.  The  contemplated  relations 
of  Amity  and  Commerce,  and  the  desired  loan,  took  place 
at  a  later  date.* 


•  Vfr.  John  Adams  was  then  in  Holland — but  he  was  appointed  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  the  7  Provinces,  and  commissioned  to  negt)ciate  a 
loan  only  on  the  1st  January,  1781.  That  g-entleman  had  been  sent  to  Eu-, 
rope  in  Jfov'r.  1779,  for  ne.a;-ociating'  peace  &c.  with  Great  Britain,  whene- 
ver that  power  should  be  disposed  to  terminate  the  war.  He  embarked 
at  Boston  in  the  French  frigate  Im  Sensible  bound  to  Brest — ^but  she  sprung 
a  leak,  and  obliged  to  make  the  port  of  Ferrol  in  Spain — Mr.  Adams  went 
by  land  to  Paris — from  Corunna,  Dec'r.  16,  1779,  he  wrote  to  Congress 
that  Great  Britain  was  not  yet  in  an  humour  for  peace. — The  new  Russian 
Ambassador  to  London  having,  on  his  way  there,  made  some  stop  at  Par 
ris,  a  rumour  spread  through  Europe,  that  Russia  was  a'lout  to  employ  hei- 
mediation  for  peace — Mr.  Adams  had  no  doubt  of  the  acknowledgment  of 

the  Independence  of  the  United  States  being  made  a  preliminary. ^In 

July,  1780,  Mr.  Adams  went  from  Paris  to  Holland — we  will  see  him  i: 
due  time,  arranging  the  desired  loan — and  the  contemplated  treaty. 


CHAFTER  Xrill. 


CILIP. 
XVill. 


1780 


New  expe- 
dition a- 
guiiist  Vir- 
ginia, under 
Arnold. 


JWw  exipeAiHon  against  Virginia,  under  JlrnoM — Ajmold 
lands  at  iVestover —  Enters  Riclimond—Det aches  Simcoe  to 
IVestkam — Injuriei (rfihe enemif  at  Richmond — Skirmishes 
with  the  enemy — Plan  asainst  Arnold — Situaiion  of  Vir- 
ginia— firrival  of  a  French  f^qnidron  in  the  Baij — The 
ivhole  French  feet  sails jror  the  Chesapeak — Engagement 
hetween  D'Estouches  and  Arbuthnol — General  Phillijis 
joins  Jlrnold — La  Fa^jette  arrives  at  Eichmond — Phil- 
lips takes  the  command  of  the  British  troops  in  Virginia — 
State  of  the  country — Depredations  of  Phillips  and  *,ir- 
nold — Affair  at  Petersburg — Movements  of  Phillips  for 
a  junction  with  Cornwallis — La  Fayelte  encamps  at  Hil- 
ton— PhiUips  at  Petersburg — Corincatlis  arrives — Vir- 
ginia resohes  to  cede  her  Territory  A".  W.  of  the  Ohio,  lo 
the  United  St(^s — The  confederation  is  completed — The 
plan  against  Detroit  is  abcndoned — Successful  expedilion 
against  the  Cherokees — Successful  slralugem  of  Lieute- 
nant Col.  Washivs;lon — Ji organ  is  detached  toivards^ 
^"inetij  Six — Ba  tie  of  the  Coxcpens—Cormvallis  pursues 
JMorgan — Aflcmpt  on  Georgetoivn — General  Greene  re- 
treats over  lilt  Vadkin — Designs  of  Cornwall^ — Greene 
crosses  the  Dan — Cormvallis  marches  to  Hilisborough, 
where  he  erects  the  Royal  standard — General  Greene  re- 
crosses  the  Dan — State  of  his  anmj — He  is  reinforced — 
Lpe  strikes  Pijle's  Royal  militia — Battle  of  Guilford 
Coirt-Honse — Greene  retreats  to  the  Reedy  Fork — And 
thence  lo  the  L'on  Works — Coi'mvallis  retires  to  Cross- 
Creek — And  thence  to  y^ilmington — Greene  foUo-cs  him 
as  far  a-<  Rimsny' smith — Then  marches  into  Soulh-Ca- 
roiina — Cornicallis  advances  into  Virginia. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  bent  on  a  vigorous  proseeutio7i  ofllie 
wnr  in  ilie  Southern  Slates,  again  turned  bis  eyes  to  Vir- 
frin'a.  The  policy  of  diiuinishing  tire  resources,  and  en- 
feehllng;  the  defensive  means  of  a  part  of  the  Union,  from 
\vhich  so  much  assistance  was  derived  by  the  eonntry  at 
large,  and  on  which  the  pj'ineipal  weight  of  the  war  would 
soon  be  thrown,  was  obvions.  He  pursued  it.  A  new  ar- 
mament was  prepared  in  New-\ork  against  Virginia,  and 
the  dire  •t ion  of  it  committed  to  tlie  parricide  Arnold,  A\ho, 
better  tlian  any  other  olrieer  in  the  British  s<?rvice.  knew 
the  vulnerable  eondiiioa  of  the  eonntry,  and  tiiose  sources 
of  revenue  and  military  vigor,  vliich  it  was  desirable  for 
the  enemy  to  draiu. 
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ICarly  in  December,  General  Wasliington,  ever  attenlive    C'HAP. 
to  «lje   in  jvemenls  of  the  British,  iiit'onned  the   Governor    XVIII. 

of  Virginia  of  an  expedition  destined  for  the  Southward,  

as  was  given  out  in  tN*ew-Fork.     Intimations  of  a  similar  " 

nature  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Congress,  had,  1739 
for  some  lime  past,  been  almost  constantly  hanging  over 
the  heads  of  the  Governor  and  Council.  It  had,  therefore, 
become  necessary  for  them  to  determine  whether  such  in- 
timations should  be  considered  as  sufficient  ground,  at  all 
times,  for  calling  the  militia  into  the  field,  or  that  mea- 
sures should  be  adopted  only  in  the  event  of  actual  invasi- 
on !  The  financial  embarrassments  of  the  country,  the 
ideas,  habits,  and  disposition  of  the  people,  decided  in  fa- 
vour of  the  latter.  A  standing  army  of  militia  was 
deemed  inexpedient,  if  not  impracticable.  Economy  was 
now  more  necessary  than  ever  5  and  inattention  to  it,  in 
the  beginning,  had  gone  far  towards  that  ruin  of  the  pub- 
lie  finances,  which  strenuous  and  well  directed  efforts  might 
yet  retrieve.— At  the  same  time,  the  Executive,  thus  warn- 
ed by  Jiie  Commander  in  Chief,  of  a  blow  which  might  be 
aimed  at  them,  awaited  with  watciiful  anxiety,  the  full 
developement  of  the  enemy's  views,  resolved  to  aetaecor- 
ding  as  circumstances  should  require.* 

'Fhe  uncertainty  attending  the  entbarkafion  at  New- 
York,  was  soon  dispelled,  thi  the  SOtii  of  December,  27 
sail  of  vessels  were  seen  entering  the  capes  of  Virginia.  Of 
thii  otrcuinsta:ice,  the  Governor  was  informed  on  the  .^Ist ;  Cec'r.  31. 
but  it  was  not  yet  known  whether  tiie  fleet  thus  descsihed, 
was  friendly  or  hostile  ;  what  its  real  force,  and  other  eir- 
cufustances  were  ;  and  to  wltat  jjoint  on  the  waters  of  the 
Chcsapeak  its  couvse  was  bont.  It  being  more  than  pro- 
bable, however,  that  this  was  the  armament  announced  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  desiincd  against  some  part  of 
the  southern  section  of  tjje  confederated  States,  General 
Nelson  was  immediately  dispatched  to  the  lower  country  — 
the  militia,  the  puihlic  arms  and  stores,  wore  placed  at  liis 
disposal — in  short,  full  powers  were  given  hint  to  adopt  and 
execute  such  measures  as  exigencies  might  demand.  In  the 
preceding  summer,  the  patriotic  and  zealous  JS'elson  had 
been  requested  by  the  Executive,  to  call  together  the  coun- 
ty Lieutenants  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  Stiite,  and  to  con- 
cert with  them  the  general  measures  to  he  t;'.ken  for  in- 
stant opposition  on  any  invasion,  until  further  resistance 
could  be  organi'/ed  by  the  government,  lie  had  done  so  ;  1781 
and  the  raost  unbr.unded  confidence  was  placed  in  his  exer- 
tions.— INIore  (h  linite  ititellig^nce  soon  apprized  tJie  (in- 
vernor  of  Die  hostile  nuture  of  the  ISeet — v.m]  of  its  advance 
up  James  river  to  Warrasquak-Bay.     All  arraiigemenls  January  2. 


*  Yiile  Appendix. 
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were  immediate]^  taken  for  calling  in  a  sufficient  body  of 
militia  for  opposition.     The  hostile  fleet  was  next  observed 
at  anchoropposite  James  Town,  and  its  object  supposed  to 
■  be  Williamsburg.     Availing  themselves,  howevei*,  of  a  fa- 
vourable change  in  the  wind,  and  of  a  full  tide,  the  inva- 
ders, proceeded  to  Kennons,  and  tlienee  to  Westover.     On 
their  way,  they  had  taken  possession  of  some  works  which 
the  Virginians  had  at  Hood's,  by  whiclj  two  or  iliree  of  the 
British  vessels  had  been  slightly  injured,  but  which  were 
of  necessity  abandoned  by  the  smjuli  garrison  of  fifty  men, 
placed  there  on  the  enemy's  landing,  to  invest  the  works. 
That  either  Petersburg  or   lliehmond,  was  the  intended 
object  of  attack,  had  now  become  sufficiently  evident,  but 
the  orders  for  drawing  milijia  having  been  given  only  two 
days,  no  opposition  was  in   readiness.     Every  clTort   was, 
therefore,  necessary  to    withdraw  the  arms,  records,  and 
whatever  objects  of  value  could  be  removed.     Every  effort 
was  accordingly  made  to  convey  these  to  the  fojindery  and 
laboratory,  about  six  miles  above  liiehmond,  with  a  fur- 
ther view  of  transporting  them,  if  necessary,  beyond  the 
river  at  Westiram.  the  nearest  crossing  place,  the  moment 
it  should  be  asc^tained  on  which  side  the  enemy  had  land- 
ed.    Baron   Sluben  had  accompanied  General  Greene  to 
the  South,  as  far  as  Richmond,  where  he  had  remained  in 
order  to  assemble,  organize,  and  march  to  the  Southern 
army,  the  new  levies  in  the  State.    On  the  South  side   of 
James   river,  the  Baron  now    actively  exerted  himself  in 
taking  such  measures  of  security  as  the  eireumstance  re- 
quired.    He  thought  Petersburg  the  immediate  obji'ct  of 
the  British  army.     The  contrary  soon  became  manifest.. 
Landing  at   Westover  on  the  4th,  Arnold  drew  up  his  men 
in  order  of  march,  and  pointed  his  route  to  Richmond.   The 
Governor,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this,  ordered  the 
arms  and  stores,  wliich  until  (hen  had  <been  carrying  to- 
wards Westham,  to  be  conveyed  directly  across    the  river 
at  Richmond  ;  and  sent  orders  for  a  similar  operation  with 
respect  to  those  which  had  already  been  transported  to  or 
near  Westbam.     To  that  place  he  himself  repaired  in  the 
evening,  and'  having  urged  by  his  presence,  the  active  re- 
moval across  t'ne  river  of  Avhatever  could  be  secured,  he 
went  late  in  the  night  to  Tuckahoe.     The  tj-ansportation 
was  busily  continued  through  the  Avhole  night  of  the  Mb, 
and  the  next  day  until  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Re'.urningon  the  morning  of  the  5th  to  Britton's,  opposite 
Westham,  and  linding  that  the  arms  which  had  been  lieaped 
on  the  bank,  were  open  to  the  effect  of  artillery  from  the 
other  shore,  the  Governor  had  them  removed  to  a  safer 
spot,  and   proceeded  to  Manchester,   whence  the  enemy, 
and  their  busy  movements  in  Richmond,  were  now  in  full 
view.     They  had  left  Westover  at  two  o'clock  the   preced- 
ing day,  had  encamped  at  Four-mile  Creek,  and  arrived,  at 
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one  o'clock  on  the  5th,  at  Richmond.    The  militia,  dis-     CHAP, 
persed  over  a  vast  tract  of  countrv,  could  be  assembled  but    XVIII. 

slowly.     On  the  day  the  enemy  advanced  against  Rich-    

niond,  200  only  were  embodied.    These  had  been  drawn  '"'■■ 
from  the  Town,  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  were  evident-      ^-^g^^ 
ly  too  few  to  do  any  thing  effectual. 

The  Governor  desirous  of  advising  witli  Baron  Steuben, 
went  to  Chetwood's,  his  Head-Quarters,  and  theie  learn- 
ing that  the  Baron  was  at  Colonel  Fleming's,  four  or  five 
miles  above  Britton's,  he  proceeded  to  that  place.     In  the 
course  of  the  evening,  he  was  called  on  by  certain  citizens 
of  Richmond,  with  an  offer,  on  the  part  of  Arnold,  not  to 
burn  the  town,  on  condition  that  British  vessels  should  be 
permitted  to  come  to  it  unmolested,  and  to  take  away  the 
tobacco  deposited   there.     This  proposition  was  rejected     Injuries 
without  hesitation  ;  and  it  was  soon  known  that,  at  the  ve-  ^^"^  by  the 
ry  time  Arnold  was  offering  it,  he  had  detached  a  regiment         ■' 
of  infantry,  and  fifty  hoise,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Simcoe,  to  the  Fouudery,   where  they  were  then  burning 
that  building,  tlie  Boring  mill,  the  Magazine  and  two  other 
houses.     The  same  party  advanced  to  Westham,  but  find- 
ing there  no  objects  either  for  plunder  or  4i|struction,  they 
retired  to  Richmond.     The  next  day,  Arnold  burnt  some 
buildings  of  public,  and  some  of  private  property,  destroy- 
ed a  great  quantity  of  jH'ivatc  stores,  and,  about  noon,  be- 
gan his  retreat.     He  encamped  that  evening  (the  6tli)  at  January  6 
Four-mile  Creek,  and  on  the  7th,  at  Barclay  and  Westover. 
Tl;e  Governor  on  the  same  day,  after  taking  measures  for 
having  the  public  archives  withdrawn  from  their  exposure 
to  the  weather  at  Brittou's,  passed  the  night  at  INIanches- 
ter,  and,  in  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  returned  to  Richmond. 
The  enemy  continued  that  day  at  Barclay  and  AVcstover ; 
and,  in  tbe  evening,  detached  Simcoe's  horse  to  Charles 
City  Court-house,  where  they  surprised  a  party  of  150  mi- 
litia, of  whom  they  killed  one,  wounded  three,  and  took  7 
or  8  prisoners.     On  the  9th  they  embarked  their  cavalry, 
on  the  10th  their  infantry,  and  began  to  descend  the  river, 
iiaving  then  within  less  than  48  hours  from  the  time  of 
their  landing  at  Westover,  penetrated   33   miles  into  the 
country,  done  the  whole  injury,  and  retired.     At  Rich- 
mond, the  public  property  destroyed  or  taken,  consisted  of 
300  muskets,  some  clothing  for  iIm^  troops,  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  sulphur,  some  Quarter-Master's  stores,  (of  whi«ih  1-20 
sides  of  leather  constituted  the  chief  part)  some  artiiicers 
tools,  an«l  3  waggons.     Besides  these  articles,  5  brass  four 
pounders,  whicii  hud  been  sunk  in  the  river,  were  discover- 
ed to  the  enemy,  raised,  and  carried  off.     At  the  Foiiride- 
ry,  5  tons  of  gun-powder  were  thrown  into  llic  canal,  a 
great  proportion  of  which  was  saved  by  re-ju.inufaeturing. 
Part  of  the  papers  belonging  to  the  Aiulitor's  <»ffice,  and  the 
Itooks  and  papers  of  the  Council  offiee,  were  also  des-roy- 
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CHAP.    C(l.    They  had  been  ordered  to  Westham  ;  but  in  the  hur- 
XVIU.    ry  and  confusion  of  the  moment,  thry  were  earrit'd  by  mis- 

take  to  the  toun({eiy.     The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  a- 

''^^  bout  1300  infantry,  and  their  cavah-y  was  said  to  amount 
^7g^       to  120.  ; 

IMany  persons  still  live,  who  recollect  the  size  of  Rich- 
mond at  that  time.  In  the  course  of  the  following;  year, 
the  Jiat  of  the  Legislature  bestowed  upon  it  ti»e  magnifi- 
cent name  of  city  ;  but  it  was  yet  a  city  in  embryo  It 
scarcely  afforded  surncieut  accommodations  for  the  officers 
of  Government,  of  which  it  had  but  recently  been  made 
tlie  seat.  The  public  buildings  were  temporary  and  mo- 
dest. In  short,  every  thing  there,  except  the  grand  and 
sublime  features  of  natural  beauty  impressed  by  the  crea- 
tor himself  on  the  picturesque  scite,  was  in  a  state  of  infan- 
«y.  Art  had  given  to  the  place  no  means  of  defence  what- 
ever. It  could  be  protected  only  by  a  force  collected  from 
distant  and  various  points.  The  fancy,  in  picturing  to  it- 
self the  Metropolis  of  Virginia,  even  at  that  epoch,  is  apt 
to  exaggerate  realties.  Definite  and  accurate  views  can 
alone  reduce  things  to  their  true  size,  substance  and  form. 
On  this  account,  our  narrative  is  made  to  embrace  details 
tending  to  rectify  distorted  or  magnified  estimates. 

Virginia  was  not  able  by  maritime  means  to  arrest  an 
invader  at  the  Capes.  Had  even  the  greater  part  of  her 
population  been  elficiently  armed,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
all  her  assailable  points  could  have  been  secured  from  in- 
sult and  injury,  against  an  enemy  in  full  possession  of  the 
command  of  the  water.  With  an  empty  treasury,  with 
scarcely  any  arms,  with  a  formidable  conibination  to  op- 
pose in  the  West,  an  advancing  foe  to  meet  in  the  South, 
and  continual  demands  on  her  resources  to  answer  in  the 
ISorth,  it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  she  should  not  be  ful- 
ly prepared  to  repel  this  new  invader  from  the  East.-— 
But  let  us  return  to  tiic  immediate  subject  of  our  narra- 
tive. 
Skirmishes  While  thc  main  force  of  the  enemy  was  acting  against 
with  the  e-  Richmond,  sotne  of  their  vessels  had  penetrated  up  the  Ap- 
^^"^y-  pomattox  to  Broadwaj',  where  General  Smallwood,  with  a 

party  of  two  or  three  hundred  militia,  with  muskets  only, 
obliged  them  to  retire  from  a  prize  they  had  taken  ;  and, 
the  next  day.  having  procured  one  or  two  fdur  pounders, 
he  renewed  the  attack,  and  forced  them  to  fall  down  from 
City-Pi)int  to  their  main  lleet  at  Westover. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  militia  were  collecting  on  both 
sides  of  James  river,  liaron  Steuben  was  extremely  active 
ip  organiziiig  them,  and  in  directing  thc"ir  smallest  move- 
ments. Vigilance,  sup;>lying  in  a  g'.'eat  measure  tiie  want 
of  force,  had  prevented  tiie  enemy  from  crossing  tiie  river, 
an  operation  which  might  liave  been  very  fatal.  Tlie  Go- 
vernor, on  seeing  the  militia  assemble  on  ail  sides,  still  en- 
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tertained  hopes,  that  the  plunderers  would  not  escape  with    CHAP. 
total  impunity.  But  the  elements  seemed  to  attend  the  will    XYIU, 

of  the  enemy.     The  wind,  which  from  i  heir  leaving  James- 

town  had  set  directly  up  the  river,  shifted  to  the  opposite  ' 

point  at  the  moment  of  their  embarkation.  When  they  j^^gi 
reached  Hood's,  Baron  Steuben  was  within  9  or  10  miles  of 
that  place.  The  whole  British  army  was  landed  there  in 
the  night,  Arnold  himself  attending  in  persen.  The  brave 
Colonel  Clarke,  of  Kaskaskias,^  who  happened  to  be  at 
Richmond,  preparing  for  a  grand  enterprize  against  De- 
troit, when  Arnold  advanced  from  Westover,  cheerfully 
joined  the  Baron  in  his  annoyance  of  the  retiring  foe.  So 
soon  as  the  British  landed  at  Hood's,  he  was  detached  by 
Steuben,  with  two  hundred  and  forty  men — drew  a  party 
of  the  enemy  into  an  ambuscade — and  there  gave  them  a 
deliberate  fire,  which  killed  seventeen  on  the  spot,  and 
wounded  thirteen.  The  fire  of  the  Americans  was  feebly 
returned — after  which  the  British  pressed  onward  with 
fixed  bayonets— Clark's  party  were  badly  armed,  and  he 
prudently  directed  a  retreat. — Arnold  slowly  fell  down  to 
Cobham.  whence  he  carried  away  sixty  hogsheads  of  tobac- 
co. At  Smithfield,  and  at  Mackay's  mills,  he  destroyed 
some  stores.  On  the  20th,  he  reached  Portsmouth,  in- 
tending to  establish  there  a  permanent  post.  He  had  been 
lately  reinforced  by  three  transports,  seperated  from  him 
in  a  storm,  as  he  proceeded  from  New- York  to  the  Capes 
of  Virginia.  The  troops  under  his  command  now  amount- 
ed to  about  two  thousand.  The  naval  force  under  Com- 
motlore  Symraonds,  consisted  of  the  Charon,  of  forty  four 
guns,  the  Amphitrite,  Thames,  Iris  apd  Charleston  fri- 
gates ;  the  Fowey,  of  twenty  guns,  two  Sloops  of  war,  a  Pri- 
vateer ship,  and  two  Brigs.— At  this  time,  about  four  thou- 
sand militia  were  embodied— but  they  Mere  divided  into 
three  distant  encampments— one,  under  General  Weedon, 
at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  protection  of  the  important 
works  there— another,  under  General  Nelson,  at  and  near 
Williamsburg~and  a  third,  under  Baron  Steuben,  at  Ca- 
bin Point. 

The  capture  of  the  traitor  Arnold  had,  from  the  moment  Plan  against 
of  his  defection,  been  an  object  of  eager  pursuit  wiJh  all  ^rngld. 
the  patriots.     The  Governor  of  Virginia  was  induced  to 
deem  the  plan  practicable.     The  following  letter,  addres- 
sed to  General  Muhlenburg  developeshis  views  on  this  sub- 
ject: 


•  Erroneously  stated  to  be  a  Col.  Clarke  of  the  Virginia  line,  taken  at 
Charleston,  and  lately  exchanged.— (Lee's  Memoirs,  Vol.  H.  page  IJ.) 
r^  %r^^?  u      H^^'^l'^  ^1^^  ^^"-  ^^^'  '^'^  Jonathan  Clarke,  a  "brother  of 
G  R  Clarke.    Another  brother  of  his,  Wm.  Clarke,  is  now  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana. 

S  L 
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CHAP.  EiCHMOND,  Januaiy  31, 1781. 

XVUI.       « Sir, 

*' Acquainted  as  you  are  with  the  treasons  of  Ar- 
•■  «  Dold,  T  need  say  nothing  for  your  information,  or  to  give 

1781  "  y**"  ^  proper  sentiment  of  them.  You  will  readily  suppose 
*'  that  it  is  above  all  things  desirable  to  drag  him  from  those, 
*•  under  whose  wing  he  is  now  sheltered.  On  his  march  to 
<«  and  from  this  place,  I  am  certain  it  might  have  been 
**  done  with  facility,  by  men  of  enterprize  and  firmness.  I 
<«  think  it  may  still  he  done,  though,  perhaps,  not  quite  so 
*<  easily.  Having  peculiar  confidence  in  the  men  from  the 
<<  Western  side  of  the  Mountains,  I  meant,  as  soon  as  they 
*<  should  come  down,  to  get  the  enterprize  proposed  to  a 
**  chosen  number  of  them,  such,  whose  courage  and  whose 
**  fidelity  would  be  above  all  doubt  Your  perfect  knowledge 
**  of  those  men  personally,  and  my  confidence  in  your  dis- 
**  eretion,  induce  me  to  ask  you  to  pick  from  among  (hem^ 
*'  proper  characters,  in  stich  numbers  as  yon  think  best ; 
**  to  reveal  to  them  our  desire ;  and  engage  them  to  under- 
*'  take  to  seize  and  bring  off  this  greatest  of  all  traitors. — 
**  Whether  this  may  be  best  effected  by  their  going  in  as 
<*  friends,  and  awaiting  their  opportunity,  or  otherwise,  is 
**  lefti^o  themselves.  The  smaller  the  number,  the  better, 
**  so  mat  they  may  be  sufficient  to  manage  him.  Every 
<'  necessary  caution  must  be  used  on  their  part,  to  prevent 
*'  a  discovery  of  their  design  by  the  enemy.  1  will  under- 
"  take,  if  they  are  successful  in  bringing  him  off*  alive, 
**  that  they  shall  receive  five  thousand  guineas  reward  a- 
**  mong  them ;  and  to  men  formed  for  such  an  enterprize, 
<*  it  must  be  a  great  incitement  to  know  that  their  names 
*'  will  be  recorded  with  glory  in  history,  with  those  of  Van- 
*'  wert,  Paulding  and  Williams.  The  inclosed  order  from 
**  Baron  Steuben  will  authorize  you  to  call  for,  and  to  dis- 
**  pose  of  any  force  you  may  think  necessary  to  place  in 
**  readiness  for  covering  the  enterprize,  and  securing  the 
**  retreat  of  the  party.  Mr.  Newton,  the  bearer  of  this, 
"  and  to  whom  its  contents  are  communicated  in  confidence, 
**  will  provide  men  of  trust,  to  go  as  guides.  These  may 
**  be  associated  in  the  enterprize,  or  not,  as  you  please ; 
**  but  let  the  point  be  previously  settled,  that  no  difficulty 
*'  may  arise  as  to  the  parties  entitled  to  participate  of  the 
*♦  reward.  You  know  how  necessary  profound  secrecy  is 
"  in  this  business,  even  if  it  be  not  undertaken." 

Resentment  for  injuries  inflicted  on  themselves,  com- 
bining in  the  breast  of  Virginians,  with  the  detestation  and 
abhorrence  generally  inspired  by  Arnold's  treachery,  there 
were  men  in  Muhlenburg's  corps  willing  to  undertake  even 
without  any  other  reward  than  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try, the  proposed  task ;  but  Arnold  had  become  more  cau- 
tious, and  circumspect ;  he  now  lay  close  in  his  quarters 
at  Portsmouth ,  and  never  afterwards  unguardedly  exposed 
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his  person.    He,  therefore,  escaped  the  punishment  whieh    CHAP. 
public  vengeance  intended  for  him  ;  but  he  did  not  escape    XVIII, 

the  infamy  due  to  traitors ;  and  lost  as  he  seems  to  have 

been  to  almost  all  sense  of  honor  and  shame,  still  it  is  to  — — — 
be  presumed  that  he  could  not  so  effectually  silence  the      lygj^ 
voice  of  remorse,  as  not  secretly  to  undergo,  at  times,  the 
torments  of  a  mental  hell.* 

The  real  situation  of  Virginia  is  strongly  depictured  in 
the  letters  of  the  Governor.  "  The  fatal  want  of  arms,"  he 
wrote  to  the  President  of  Congress,  on  the  8th  of  February, 
*'  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  bring  a  greater  force  into  the 
field  than  will  barely  suffice  to  restrain  the  adventures  of 
the  pitiful  body  of  men  the  enemy  have  at  Portsmouth. — 
Should  they  be  reinforced,  the  countrj'  will  be  perfectly 
open  to  them  by  land  as  well  as  by  water."  "  I  have  been  situationof 
knocking  at  the  door  of  Congress,"  he  wrote  to  a  friend  on  Virginia. 
the  17th  of  the  same  month,  "  for  aids  of  all  kinds,  but 
especially  of  arms,  ever  since  the  middle  of  summer.  The 
Speaker,  Harrison,  is  gone  to  be  heard  on  that  subject. 
Justice,  indeed,  requires  that  we  should  be  aided  power- 
fully. Yet,  if  they  would  only  repay  us  the  arms  we  have 
lent  them,  we  should  give  the  enemy  trouble,  though  a- 
bandoncd  to  ourselves."  On  the  same  day,  he  addressed  February?. 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  nearly  in  the  same  words,  "  Arms 
and  a  naval  force,"  he  observed,  "  are  the  only  means  of 
salvation  for  Virginia.  Two  days  ago,  I  received  infor- 
mation of  the  arrival  of  a  sixty- four  gun  ship  and  two  fri- 
gates, in  our  Bay,  being  part  of  the  fleet  of  our  good  Aily^ 
at  Rhode-Island.  Could  they  get  at  the  British  ships,  they 
are  sufficient  to  destroy  them,  but  these  are  drawn  up  into 
^Elizabeth  river,  into  which  the  sixty-four  cannot  enter. 
I  apprehend  they  could  do  nothing  more  than  block  up  the 
river.  This,  indeed,  would  reduce  the  enemy,  as  we  could 
cut  off  their  supplies  by  land  :  but  the  operation  requiring 
much  time,  would  probably  be  too  dangerojis  for  the  auxi- 
liary force.  Not  having  yet  had  any  particular  information 
of  the  designs  of  the  French  Commander,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say  what  measures  this  aid  will  lead  to.'*  On  the  8th  of  March  8. 
March,  Governor  Jefferson  again  wrote  to  the  Commander 
in  Cliief:  "I  was  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
witliin  seven  days  after  its  date.  We  have  accordingly  been 
making  every  preparation  on  our  part  w  hich  we  are  able 
to  make.  The  militia  proposed  to  operate,  will  be  upwards 
of  four  thousantl  from  this  State,  and  one  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred  from  Carolina,  said  to  be  under  General  Gregory. 
The  enemy  are  at  this  time,  in  a  great  measure,  blockaded 
by  land,  there  being  a  force  on  the  East  side  of  Elizabeth 
river.    They  suffer  for  provisions,  as  they  are  afraid  to 

*  Virtutem  videant  intabsscantque    relicta .' — Gen.    Washington    thought 
Arnold  so  hackneyed  in  crime  as  to  be  incapable  of  remorse. 
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venture  far,  lest  the  French  squadron  should  be  in  the 
neiglibouphood,  and  come  upon  tliem.  Were  it  possible  to 
block  up  the  river,  a  little  time  would  suffice  to  reduce 
'  them  by  want  and  desertions;  and  would  be  more  sure  in 
its  event  than  an  attempt  by  storm."  The  French  squa-< 
dron.  however,  had  now  returned  to  Newport,  and  the  co^ 
operation  here  alluded  toby  the  Governor,  related  to  ano- 
ther auxiliary  force,  from  which  the  ruio  of  Arnold,  and 
the  destruction  of  his  p>»rty ,  were  confidently  expected.  Ic 
is  necessary  to  present  to  the  reader  a  full  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  thus  promised  relief  to  Virginia,  and 
threatened  the  traitor  with  imminent  danger. 

Neither  General  Washington,  nor  the  Congress  could 
look  with  a  tranquil  eye  on  the  distresses  and  perils  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  impossibility  of  cutting  off  Arnold's  retreat 
without  a  naval  force,  was  obvious  ;  and  so  long  as  the  Bri- 
tish should  retain  the  command  of  the  Sea  along  the  Ame- 
rican coast,  the  French  fleet  must  remain  inactive  in  the 
harbor  of  Newport.  The  elements  unexpectedly  gave  the 
latter  a  momentary  superiority.  Towards  the  close  of  Ja- 
nuary, a  detachment  from  the  Bntish  fleet  sustained,  on  tlie 
East  end  of  Long- Island,  a  dreadful  calamity,  in  a  furious 
tempest.  The  Culloden,  a  new  ship  of  seventy  four  guns, 
"Was  totally  lost ;  the  Bedford,  of  the  sami^  force,  was  dis- 
masted, and  otherwise  much  injured ;  and  the  America  was 
driven  so  far  to  sea,  that  Arbuthnot  long  thought  she  had 
foundered.  This  occurrence  aff*>»rded  an  opportunity  of 
"wreaking  on  Arnold  sign  j1  vengeance,  and  of  relieving,  at 
the  same  time,  a  Slate  that  baiT  so  many  claims  to  protec- 
tion. The  Commander  in  Chief  urged  the  assistance  of  the 
whole  French  fleet,  with  a  detachment  ef  a  thousand  troops 
from  Rochambeau's  army,  tor  this  important  object.  At 
the  same  lime,  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  twelve  hundred 
men,  under  the  command  of  General  La  Fayette,  drawn 
from  the  lines  of  New-England  and  New- Jersey,  immedi- 
ately to  march  to  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake.  There  these 
men  were  to  embark  for  the  intended  theatre  of  action,  un- 
der convoy  of  a  French  Frigate,  which  the  Commander  in 
Chief  was  sure  of  obtaining,  for  that  purpose,  from  the 
French  Admiral.  The  plan  of  General  Washington  was 
commensurate  with  the  object  in  view — it  could  scarcely 
fail  of  success.  Unfortunately,  it  had  been  anticipated  on 
a  smaller  scale.  The  Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne,  at  the 
I'equest  of  the  Congressional  Delegates  from  Virginia^  had 
pressed  on  the  Chevalier  Destouehes,  who,  upon  the  death 
of  Admiral  De  Ternay,  at  Newport,  had  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  b  rench  fleet,  the  expediency  of  detaching  a 
squadron  to  the  Chesapeak,  should  circumstances  favor 
such  an  enterprize.  The  Delegates  had  represented  a  small 
force  as  adequate  to  the  contemplated  relief — and  such  a 
force  would,  indeed^  have  been  sufficient,  had  not  Aruold 
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secured  a  station  inaceessible^to  ships  of  a  certain  descrip-    CHAP 
tioD.     In  consequence  of  this  previous  idea,  when  Generid    XVIII. 

Washington's  more  forniidable  scheme  was  communicated,  

the  sixty  four,  and  the  two  frigates  alluded  to  hy  the  Gov-  ===== 
emor,  in  his  letter  of  February  17,  had  already  sailed  for      ii<Ygi 
the  Chcsapeak;  and  the  activity  of  the  British  Admiral  in 
repairing  his  damaged  ships,  rendered  it  dangerous  for  Dcs- 
touches  to  put  to  sea  with  the  residue  of  the  fleet. 

De  Tilly  commanded  the  small  squadron  sent  against  Ar- 
nold. Finding  his  intended  prey  out  of  his  reach,  and  fear- 
ing to  be  himself  intercepted  by  a  superior  hostile  force,'  he 
soon  left  the  Bay  and  returned  to  Newport.  Although 
disappointed  in  a  favourite  and  important  object,  he  was, 
in  some  degree,  fortunate.  He  fell  in  with  the  Romulus, 
a  British  man  of  war  of  forty- four  guns,  which,  totally  un- 
suspicious of  danger,  was  about  to  enter  the  Oapes.  This 
De  Tilly  made  a  prize,  and  carried  into  Newport. 

In  the  Romulus,  were  persons  formerly  residing  in  Yirgl- 
nia.  some  of  whom  traitors,  who  deserved  exemplary  pu- 
nishment— and  others  vindictive  enemies  to  the  State.  For 
these  pprsons,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  Allies  thought  it 
unworthyof  their  arms,  to  imitate  the  cruel  policy  adopted 
by  Clinton  and  Cornwallis,  in  Soutli  Carolina. 

Upon  De  Tilly's  return,  Destouehes  and  Roehambcau,  Tlie  whole 
necessarily  struck  wiJh  the  importance  of  the  objects  urged  trench  fleet 
by  AVashingfon,  resolved  on  a  second  expedition  to  tJie  Clie-  che^sape^'^ 
sapeak,  with  the  whole  fleet,  and  a  detachmcui  of  eleven 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Count  De  Yiombreil. 
This  measure  better  accorded  with  the  martial  ardor  of 
the  French  offi-ers  and  soldiers,  than  the  langour  and  in- 
activity of  Rhode  Island.  During  the  winter,  the  Marquis 
De  La  Fayette,  ins  brother  in  law,  the  Viscount  DeNosiil- 
les,  the  Count  De  Cast  inc.  the  Marquis  De  Laval,  Count 
De  Damas,  and  several  other  distinguished  officers,  whom 
their  zeal  to  serve  America*  prompted  to  seek  the  oppor- 
tuniiy  of  a  winter's  campaign  to  the  Southward,  had  visit- 
ed Virginia.  They  now  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  bril- 
liant military  successes  in  that  State;  but  the  hour  had 
not  yet  come.  Fortune  seemed  to  delight  in  multijdying 
the  incidents  of  a  plot,  the  grand  catastrophe  of  which  she 
delayed  only  to  make  it  the  more  striking  and  decisive. — 
After  a  conference  with  General  Washington,  in  whicii  the 
pai'ticulars  of  the  expedition  were  arranged,  tiie  French 
Admii'al  sailed  from  Newport,  and  La  l^ayette  contjjiued  March  S 
his  march  to  tijc  Soiithwar<l.  AYith  this  seeond  enterpj-ize. 
the  preparations  mentioned  by  tlie  Governos*  of  A  irginia  in 
the  last  quoted  letter,  were  connected. 

•  These  aire  the  expressions  of  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  \vhich 
he  wrote  to  Governor  Jeiferson,  to  introduce  to  him  the  iMw\jUis  1> '  I  ^ 
I^ayette,  &,c.  '  '•  ■ 
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CHAP.        Destouclics  was  followed  b^  Arbutbnot,  who  left  Gap- 
X  VIII.    diner's  Bay  on  tbe  10th,  and  overlook  bis  opponent  off  Cape 

H^Miry    Thetwo  flecls  were  well  poised  in  point  of  stpengtb ; 

'  for,  allbough  (he  British  were  superior  in  the  number  of 
1781      their  guus,  and  the  weight  of  their  metal,  the  French  had 
more  men.     This  point,  however,  is  to  be  decided  by  naval 
critics  only.     In  the  thanks  returned  to  the  Chevalier  Des- 
touches  by  Congress,  the  British  fleet  is  slated  to  have  been 
of  superior  force. 
Engage-        Upon  Apbnthnot  overtakins:  the  French  fleet,  an  engage- 
twcenDes.   w^^nt  became  unavoidable.     The  conflict,   however,  was 
touches  and  conSined  to  a  few  ships.     It  lasted  about  one  hour.     Both 
Arbuihnot.    sides  claimed  ihe  victory.   ^Destouehes  called  a  Council  of 
"War,  and  his  return  to  Newport  was  judged  expedient. — 
TJius  was  the  traitor  Arnold  again  rescued  from  the  igno- 
minious punishment  due  to  his  crjivu's,,.and  Tirginia  again 
■    left  to  her  own  efforts.. .single  handed  and  almost^  unarmed. 
The  congratulations  of  the  Comman,der  in  Cuief,  and  the 
gratitude  of  Congress,  tesliiicd  that  tlie  enterprize  had 
been  cheerfully  entered  upon,  and  the  contest  gallantly 
General    maintained.     Yet,   the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 
Phillips        view  was  unforlunately  marred — an  issue  which  was  soon 
Sd  ^        followed  by  the  arrival  in  the  Bay,  oT  two  thousand  addi- 
tional troops,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Phil- 
Mavch  26.    jij^g      Qj,  ^{jg  j3^j,^  General  La  Fayette  had  reached  lork. 
His  troops  had  remained  at  Annapolis.     The  engagement 
on  the  16th,  and  its  consequences,  greviously  afflicted  this 
gallant  leader,  who  panted  for  action.     He  reluctantly  re- 
traced his  route  to  the  head  of  Eik,  where  his  chagria 
was  somewhat  soothed,  by  learning  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief  and  General  Greene,  had  committed  to  him  tlie  de- 
fence of  V^irginia.   The  task  was  difiicuk,  but  glorious;  it 
therefore,  accorded  Avith  the  active  and  soarii.g  spirit  of 
the  young  IMarquis,  who  hastened  to  the  theatre  of  his  fu- 
ture operations.    His  corps,  originally  small,  was,  at  first, 
hourly  diminished  by  desertion.    The  troops  composing  the 
detacliment,  were  mostly <!rawn from  the  Northern  States; 
they  feared  the  influence  of  a  Southern  climate;  and  havinij 
expected  only  a  siio:t  expedition.  I  hey  Avere  unprovided  witli 
clothing  suited  to  the  approaching  season,     i'o  counteract 
so  mo-ny  inauspicious  circumstances,  La  Fayette  employed 
those  moral  siimuhints,  the  eflicacy  of  which  his  own  ardent: 
and  noble  bosom  had  so  often  felt.  Far  from  disguising  to  his 
ip.en  the  perils  and  loils  before  them,  he  candidly  opened 
to  their  view  the  diiTicnlties  of  the  euterprize  ;  but,  at  the 
same  tinie.  he  told  tliem  of  the  honor  to  be  acquired. ...of 
the  gratitude  of  their  Southern  brethren. ..of  the  foul  scoru 
of  (ieserling  the  post  of  danger... yet,  if  any  of  them,  he 
added,  were  unwilling  to  proceed,  they  might  apply  to  him 
for  permits  to  return  to  their  respective  regssnents.     The 
appeal  was  not  lost.     Such  chords  arc  never  vibrated  in 
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vain,  by  a  leader  who  is  admired  and  beloved.    From  that  CHAP. 

moment,  desertion  ceased.  Every  one  became  eager  to  seek  XYIIL 

honourable  fatigues  and  dangers.    But  La  Fayette  could  

not  be  indifferent  to  the  wants  of  these  brave  men.     Re- 


gardless of  fortune,  with  no  other  passion  liut  a  chivalrie       ±7^1 

love  of  fame,  he  borrowed  from  merchants  in  Baltimore, 

upon  his  own  credit,  sums  sufficient  to  furnish  his  little  LaFayette 

army  with  shoes,  linnen,*  spirits,  and  other  articles  of  pri-  Richmond, 

inary  necessity.     Rapid  marches  speedily  brought  him  to  April  29. 

Virginia. 

So  soon  as  the  Governor  was  apprized  of  the  return  of 
the  French  ileet  to  Rhode  Island,  and  of  the  reinforcement 
which  shortly  after  joined  Arnold,  he  again  cried  aloud  to 
Congress  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  arms,  and  a  hody 
of  regulars.  The  latter  had  now  come  :  but  the  fatal  want 
of  arms  was  still  felt.  "1  observe,"  wrote  the  Governor 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  on  the  28th  of  March,  "  a 
late  resolve  of  Congress,  for  furnishing  a  number  of  arms 
to  the  Southern  States;  and  I  lately  wrote  to  you  on  Ihe 
subject  of  ammunition  and  cartridge  papf  r.  How  much  of 
this  State  the  enemy,  thus  reinforced,  may  think  proper 
to  possess  themselves  of.  must  depend  on  their  own  modera- 
tion and  caution,  until  these  supplies  arrive.  "We  had  hoped 
to  have  received  by  the  French  squadron,  under  Monsieur 
Destouches,  eleven  hundred  stand  of  arms,  which  we  have 
at  Rhode-Island,  but  were  disappointed."! 


•  Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore,  cheerfully  and 
<2iuckly,  made  the  summer  clothes  for  tlie  troops.  Congress  afterwards 
repaid  those  patriotic  merchants. 

■j-  As  it  is  only  from  specific  details  that  the  real  situation  of  thing^s  can 
fee  understood,  vaj^ue  and  declamatory  narrative,  leaving  in  the  mind  none 
but  distorted  images,  we  trust  we  will  be  forgiven  for  our  frequent  quo- 
tations. On  the  3rd  of  April,  1781,  a  Member  of  the  Virginia  Delegation 
wrote  to  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  these  arms.  "The  letter  from 
the  Delegation  by  the  last  post,  informed  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  stores 
here,  which  were  to  have  been  delivered  in  Virginia  by  one  of  the  French 
ships.  The  infinite  importance  of  them  to  the  State,  especially  since  the 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  to  Arnold,  of  which  we  are  just  apprized  bv  the 
Mai-quis,  has  determined  the  Delegates  to  forward  them  by  land  without 
loss  of  time.  This  will  be  attempted  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  channel 
of  the  Quarter-Master's  Depart.Tient,  and  if  it  cannot  be  effected  in  that 
mode  without  delay,  we  propose  to  engage  private  wagtrons  for  the  pur- 
pose, on  the  credit  of  the  State.  Shoidd  the  latter.altemative  be  embraced, 
I  find  it  will  be  necessary  to  stipulate  instantaneous  pajTnent  from  the 
Treasury,  on  the  arrival  of  the  waggons  at  Richmond,  in  specie,  or  the  old 
Continental  currency,  to  the  real  amount  thereof  I  mention  this  circum- 
stance that  you  may  be  prepared  for  it.  The  expence  of  the  transporta- 
tion >vill  be  between  five  and  six  hundred  pounds,  Virginia  money — the 
exchange  between  specie  and  <he  ^  Id  paper  is  at  present  about  135  for  1.'' 

Some  time  after  this,  when  Virginia  was  over-run  by  the  enemy,  anothei- 
Member  of  the  Delegation  wrote :  "  Exertion  and  imanimity  are  now  more 
thaji  ever  requisite  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Assistance  will  come  but 
slowly— but  I  beseech  you  to  avoid  despair.  It  can  only  produce  division, 
which  will  increase  your  distresses,  without  procuring  for  \x)u  one  valua- 
ble end.    This  State,  (the  letter  was  from  Philadelphia)  and  some  others 
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CHAP.        Mnjor-General  Phillips  had  taken  the  command  of  the 
XVin.    British  troops  at  Portsmoutli,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  offi- 

cers  and  men,  who  reluctantly  served  under  Arnold  ;  for, 

'' "  ■  according  to  a  trite  remark  founded  in  the  immutable  na- 

1781       *"'^  ^^^  relations  of  things,  whilst  treason  is  encouraged 
and  rewarded,  traitors  are  despised  and  hafed.     Phillips, 
Phillips     after  completing  tlie  fortifications  at  Portsmouth,  corn- 
takes  the      menced  offensive  operations.    For  some  time  he  had  been 
command      preparing  a  considerable  number  of  boats ;  but  whether  he 
British         meant  to  go  Southwardly,  or  up  the  river,  no  lea«ling  cir- 
troops.         cumstance  had  yet  decided.     On  the  7th  of  April,  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  for  removing  stores,  provisions,  and  horses 
from  the  counties  of  Accomack    and  Northampton,  were 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  ;  but  there  were  no  military 
stores  in  those  counties,  except  a  few  muskets  in  the  hands 
of  the  militia.     Some  collections  of  forage  and  provisions 
belonging  to  the  Continent,  and  to  the  State,  had  been 
made  there...but  such  was,  at  the  time,  the  condition  of  the 
Chesapeak  Bay,  that  the  Virginians  could  not  even  send 
an  advice  boat  across  it  with  any  certainty,  much  less  ad- 
State  of  tlxe  venture  on  transportation.     As  to  horses,  those  to  be  found 
°^  y-       in  (}jat  pavt  of  the  country  were  not  such  as  the  enemy 
could  apply  to  the  purposes  of  cavalry.. .and  very  few  large 
enough  for  the  draught     Nor  did  the  enemy  direct  to  those 
counties  his  principal  attention.     We  have  faithfully  de- 
/  lineated  the  situation  of  the  country.     Many  of  the  arms 
originally  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  had  been  lost  in 
the  Carolinas... many  had  been  sent  to  the  West,  .and  some 
destroyed  in  the  late  incursion  of  the  foe-     The  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  country  had  not  permitted  the  Exe- 
cutive to  give  to  their  laboratories,  adequate  activity  and 
extension.  Legislative  appropriations,  which  when  direct- 
ed, appeared  largelv  equal  to  their  objects,  were  by  depre- 
ciation reduced  to  little  more  than  mere  nullities.     Kven 
the  transportation  of  eleven  Imndred  stand  of  arms  from 
Philadelphia  to  Virginia,  experienced  great  difficulties    It 
was  an  arduous  matter  to  maintain  regular  expresses.* — 

in  the  Union,  enjoy  most  of  the  blessing's  of  peace;  and  attentive  to  other 
objects  more  pleasing,  they  are  not  willing- to  behold  the  distresses  of  Vir- 
ginia. Congress  is  so  destitute  of  money,  and  consequently  of  power,  that 
if  there  was  the  most  cordial  disposition  to  five  immediate  and  effectual 
assistance  to  the  State,  it  is  not  practicable.  I  have  no  doubts,  however, 
but  that  the  campaign  will  end  favourably  for  us  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  it  may  be  the  last  Be  assured  that  while  I  do  remain  here,  I  shall 
not  neglect  to  try  everv  expedient  which  may  promise  any  relief  to  the 
State" 

General  Washington  did  all  be  could  do,  consistently  with  the  general 
good. 

*  "  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  set  the  Continental  line  of  expresses  in 
motion,  which  I  hope  our  distress  for  arms  will  justif}-^,  though  theeirand 
be  not  purely  Continental."  Governor  Jefferson  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, April  7,  1781.  At  this  very  time,  Virginia  was  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  Union  in  the  Carolinas,  and  in  tlie  West — (the  cession  of  the  Ter- 
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Want  of  armB.^want  of  money. ..want  of  a  rej^ular  force...    CHAP. 
Such  were  the  eausos  of  those  niulti|»lie(l  injuries  which,    XYHI. 
before  the  arrival  of  La  Fa>er(e,  Pliillips  and  Arnold  in- 
flicted on  the  country,  without  almost  any  opposition.     Of  ■'  - 
these  injuries,  we  are  now  to  present  an  aeourate  view.           itsi 

On  the  13th  of  April,  the  enemy  came  from  Portsmouth 
up  James  river,  with  about  two  ihciusand  five  hundred  Depredati- 
Bien,  embarked  on  hoard  the  smallessf  vessels  of  their  fleet,  ons  of  Phil- 
They  landed  at  Burwell's  Ferry,  below  Williamsburg,  and  lips  and  Ar- 
near  the  mouth  of  Chickahominy,  above  (hat  town.  This  "*^  * 
latter  circumstance  obliged  Col.  Innes,  who,  for  the  pur-  Apra. 
pose  of  covering  the  country  from  depredation,  was  stai« 
tioned  with  a  body  of  militia  on  the  North  side  of  James 
river,  to  retire  up  the  country,  lest  he  should  be  placed 
between  the  two  hostile  bodies.  One  of  these  entered 
Williamsburg  on  the  20th  ;  Simeoe  was  detached  to  York, 
where  he  spiked  a  few  guns.  Williamsburg  contained  no 
public  stores,  except  tliose  necessary  for  the  daily  use  of 
the  men  stationed  there.  The  State  had  a  ship-yard  on 
the  Chlckahominy  :  the  enemy  burnt  there  an  unfinished 
20  gun-  ship — such  of  the  stores  belonging  to  the  ship-yard 
as  were  moveable,  had  been  carried  some  miles  higher  up 
the  river — two  small  gallics  had  also  retired  to  a  more 
distant  station  for  security — but  nothing  escaped  the  vigi- 
lance and  enterprise  of  the  invader — besides  the  immedi- 
ate loss,  and  other  vexatious  consequences,  produced  by 
this  predatory  war,  the  circumstance  of  the  militia  being 
taken  from  their  farms  at  the  interesting  and  busy  season 
of  planting  their  maize,  had  an  unfortunate  cfTect  on  the 
crop  of  the  ensuing  >ear.  The  enemy  leaving  Williams- 
burg on  the  22  I,  sailed  directly  up  James  river,  and.  on 
the  24'th,  landed  at  City- Point,  on  tbe  Southern  side  of  the 
coniluence  of  Appomattox  and  James  rivers.  Phe  next 
day,  they  marched  up  to  Petersbui'g,  where  Baron  Steu- 
ben received  them  with  a  body  of  niilitia,  somewhat  under 
1.000  men.  The  Baron  had  marched  the  regular  force 
of  the  State  to  the  aid  of  General  Greene,  whose  demands 
for  troops  were  loud  and  urgent.  Although  the  enemy  ^^^\p  at 
"Were  2.300  strong,  Steuben  opposed  their  progress.  For  Petersburg 
two  hours,  he  skilfully  and  bravely  disputed  the  ground- 
with  them  ;  the  assailants  were  twice  broken,  and  preci- 
pitately ran  back,  until  supported  by  fresh  troops.  Dur- 
ing the  interval  of  time  just  stated,,  they  gained  only  one 
mile,  and  that  by  inches.  The  infcriority  of  the  Virgini- 
ans in  number,  obliged  them  to  withdraw,  about  twelve 
miles  up  the  Appomattox,  till  more  militia  should  be  as- 
sembled.     They  retired,  in  good  order,    over  a  bridge, 

ritory  beyond  the  Ohio  having'  now  been  agreed  to)  as  will  be  presently; 
related. 
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CHAP.    whi(»!i  was  taken  up  as  soon  as  the  militia  had  passed,  «» 
XVill.    us  to  secure  theii*  reireat.     The  wliole  loss  ot*  ilie  Virgi- 
nians in  killed,  \vouude<l  and  taken^  amounted  to  about  69. 


'  That  sustained  l>y  the  enemy  was  i  onjeoluretl  to  be  more 
1781  considerable.  At  Petersburg,  and  in  its  neigbbourhood, 
the  Bi  itish  destroyed  a  large  (|uanlity  of  tobacco,  and  some 
April 27.  small  vessels.  The  destroyers,  then  dividing  their  means 
of  destruction,  proceeded,  Piiillips  to  Cbesterfield  Court 
House,  where  he  destroyed  some  barracks,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  flour  ;  and  Arnold  to  Osborne's,  where  he 
WHged  a  similar  war  against  the  tobacco  deposited  in  the 
ware-houses  of  that  bumble  village. 

A  few  miles  above  Osboi-ne's,  the  small  marine 
strengdi  of  the  S«ate  had  taken  a  station  which  was 
deemed  advantageous,  at  leasi,  teuable.  Arnold  sent 
a  flag  to  (he  commander  of  this  flotilla,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  bis  force.  A  defiance  was  returned, 
upon  wbich  some  artillery  was  ordered  up  to  a  safe 
and  favourable  point  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The 
eff*ect  of  this  was  decisive  ;  and  the  Virginians,  afier 
scutling  and  setting  on  fire  their  vessels,  escaped  to 
the  opposite  shore.  In  his  thrasonic  ac;',ount  of  this  expe- 
dition, Arnold  has  gren,'ly  exaggerated  fbe  substance,  and 
altered  the  form.  Abundant  injury  was,  however,  inflict- 
ed in  the  course  of  this  incut-sion.  whicb  but  too  fully  re- 
alized the  mode  of  warfare  announced  by  the  British 
Commissioners.  !%ear  Warwick,  Phillips  and  Arnold  a- 
AprUSO.  gain  uniting  their  forces,  miirched  to  Manchester,  where 
a  considerable  quandty  of  tobacco  was  likewise  burnt. 
The  enemy  had  intended  to  pay  another  visit  to  Richmond  ; 
but  La  Fayette  having  arrived  there  the  preceding  day, 
and  been  immediately  joined  by  numbt^rs  of  militia,  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  (his  design.  Keturning  to  War- 
wick, they  repeated  their  favourite  scenes  of  conflagrati- 
on and  plunder,  destroying  all  the  tobacco  at  that  placet 
some  very  fine  mills,  a  rope-yard,  tan-bouse  full  of  hides 
and  hark,  together  with  magazines  of  flour,  and  some 
shipping. — 111  armed  and  untried  milit-ia,  who  never  before 
saw  the  face  of  an  enemy,  had,  at  times,  during  the  course 
of  the  war,  given  occasion  of  exultation  io  the  enemy  ;  but 
the  veterans  of  Britain  thenjseives,  while  at  Warwick,  af- 
forded a  little  satisfaction  in  the  same  way.  Six  or  eight 
hundred  picked  men  of  the  enemy's  light  infantry,  with 
General  Arnold  at  their  head,  having  crossed  the  river 
from  Warwick,  fled  from  a  pairole  of  sixteen  horse,  eve- 
ry man  into  his  boat,  as  (|uickly  as  he  could,  some  pushing 
North,  some  South,  as  their  fears  drove  them. 

From  AVarwifk.  the  whole  of  the  British  armament 
proceeded  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  the  Northern  point  of 
land  within  the  confluence  of  Appomattox  and  James  ri- 
vers, and  thence  fell  down   towards  Williamsburg.     On 
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the  6th  of  May,  Phillips  was  below  Burwell's  Ferry,  vhen,    CHAP. 
upon  the  arrival  of  a  boat  from  Portsmouth  with  dispaich-     XYUI, 
es,  he  gave  a  signal,  and  the  whole  crowded  sail  up  (he  ri- 
ver agiiin  with  a  fair  wind  and  tide,  and  on  (ho  71  h.  came  ' 
to  anchor  at  Brandon.     'I  here  six  days  provisions  were       ±j^t 
dealt  out  to  every  man  :  the  army  was  then  landed  j  and, 
on  the  9th,  marched  into  Petersburg. 

Upon  the  retrograde  movement  of  the  enemy,  L*.?  Fayette 
had  taken  a  position  between  Chickabominy  and  Pamunky 
rivers,  so  as  eqiiallv  to  cover  Richmond  and  some  other 
interesting  ports  of  the  State.     General   Nelson  was  de* 
taehed  with  some  militia  I owanls  Williamsburg,  to  waich 
the  motions  of  the  hostile  force.  The  return  of  Pbilli|»s  up  >[orements 
the  river  led  the  Marquis  to  think  that  Kiehmond  was  o  Phillips 
threatened.     To  that  place,  he  thei'cfore  quickly  repaired  f"r  a  juncti- 
with  his  little  army.     Intelligence,  not  to  be  doubted,  bad  c\)m\viaiis, 
just  been  received  by  the  Governor  that  Cornwallis  had,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  advanced  from    Wilmington  lialf  way  to 
Halifax.     From  this  intelligence,  and  from  the  circum- 
stance of  Phillips  having  landed  at  Brandon,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  two  British  armies  contemplated  a  junction,  and 
that  Petersburg  had  been  fixed  upon  as  (he  place  of  their 
rendezvous.     'I'owards  that  town,  La  Fayette  immediately 
marched,  intending  to  take  possession  of  it,*  and  thus  to 
thwart  the  design  of  the  foe.     But  he  was  anticipated  by 
Phillips,  who.   thougli  labouring  under  a  mortal  disease, 
communicated  to  the  British  army  the  a?tivi(y  of  bis  own 
mind.     So  rapid    were  his  movements  that  Ca|)tain  Muir, 
and  Major  Mitchel,  whom  the  Marquis  had  detached  to 
Petersburg,  to  collect  boats  for  the  passage  of  his  army, 
were  surprised,  and  made  prisoners.     'I  he  position  of  the 
British  being  unassailable,  especially  by  so  small  a  force 
as  that  under  La  Fayette,  it  was  deemed  exjieilient  again  to 
cross  James  river,  and  to  encamp  at  Wilton,  a  few  miles  La  Fayette 
below  Kiehmond,  whence  the  military  stores  were  prompt-  encamps  at 
ly  removed,  and  deposited  at  different  places  on  James  ri-  ^v^t°°- 
ver,  but  principally  at  Albemarle  old  Court  house. — Gene- 
ral Wayne  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce  La  Fayette,  with 
eight  hundred  men  of  the  Pennsylvania  line — in  a  letter  to      ^    jg 
General  Washington,  the  Marquis  thus  dispels  the  fears 
which  aknowled;;e  of  hisardent  spirit  might  have  sugges- 
ted to  the  American  Fabius  :  "  Many  considerations  have 
**  induced  me  to  think  that  with  our  so  very  great  inferiority, 
«  and  the  advantage  the  enemy  have  by  their  cavalrj',  there 

•  H.  Lee  says,  that  La  Fayette  "  was  too  sagacious  to  have  risked  the 
bold  measure  of  occupying  Petersburg."  The  \f;irquis,  however,  inti- 
mates that  intention  in  his  letter  to  General  Washinprton,  May  18th,  1781, 
(from  Wilton.)  We  do  not  pretend  to  detemnine  whether  the  measure 
was  rash  or  not — we  onlv  state  the  fact,  upon  the  authority  ot ,  La  Fayette 
himself— unless,  indeed,  his  letter  was  part  of  the  Ji^int  attributed  to  him, 
In  that  case. 
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CHAP.    *<  would  be  much  rashness  in  fighting  them  on  any  but  out 
XVin.    **  own  ground,  and  this  side  of  the  river ;  and  that  an  en- 

**  gagement  which  I  fear   will  soon  be  necessary,  ought  t© 

"^  **  be  deferred  till  the  Pennsylvanians  arrive,  whom  I  have, 
1781  *^  ^y  several  letters,  requested  to  hasten  to  our  assistance." 
— Combining  with  the  fervor  of  youth  the  prudence  of 
maturer  years,  the  gallant  La  Fayette  hapj)ily  adhered  te 
this  salutary  caution.  At  this  time,  he  was  strengthening 
himself  with  militia  as  far  as  arras,  either  public  or  private 
could  be  collected,  on  the  North  side  of  James  river. — Ge- 
neral, late  Colonel  Lawson,  made  correspondent  exertions 
South  of  the  Appomattox.  The  command  of  the  militia,  in 
that  part  of  (he  State  was  entrusted  to  him. — A  very  dan- 
gerous practice  had  been  introduced  by  the  enemy,  of  lay- 
ing under  paroles,  the  whole  country  through  which  they 
were,  at  any  time^  aWe  to  march,  and  thereby  attempting 
io  disarm  its  future  opposition  :  this  rendeied  it  necessary 
for  the  Governor  to  take  up  and  reprobate  the  idea,  tliat 
an>  citizen  might  thus  cancfl  his  duties  to  his  country* 

*^*^'  He  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  nullity  of  such  pa- 

roles ;  and  requiring  those  persons  who  had  already  taken 
them,  and  thought  them  obligatory,  "  forthwith  to  repair 
<*  to  some  of  the  posts,  encampments,  or  vessels  of  the  for- 
*<  ces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  by  surrender  of  their  per- 
**  sons  to  cancel  such  engagements,  and  thereafter  to  da 
<*  as  themselves,  and  those  in  whose  power  they  should  be, 
**  should  think  fit,  save  only  that  they  should  not  re;ioitt 
«  the  Commonwealth,  but  in  a  state  of  perfect  emancipa- 
<*  tion  from  its  enemies,  and  of  freedom  to  act  as  becomes 
**  good  and  zealous  citizens." — This  produced,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  desired  effect — and  paroles  of  this  description 
no  longer  deprived  the  State  of  the  services  of  a  conside- 
rable part  of  its  inhahttants. 
Phillips         Major  General  Phillips  died  at  Petersburg,  on  the  13th 

dies  at  Pe-    of  May      His  fame,  hitherto  refulgent,  was  eclipsed  in 

tersburg.  ^\^\^  vindictive  expedition,  where  he  held  the  torch  of  the 
incendiary,  rather  than  the  sword  of  the  soldier.— Here, 
indeed,  *'*the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,"  totallydisap- 
peared.  It  seemed  as  if  ArnoM  had  breathed  his  own  ignoble 
spirit  into  that  army  which  his  presence  disgraced — as  if 
the  pollution  of  his  baseness  had  contaminated  whatever  of 
militarv  purity  was  left  to  Britons.— But  why  accuse  ei- 
ther Arnold  or  Phillips  !  They  acted  under  the  high  sanc- 
tion of  their  masters.  On  their  masters,  then  let  the  in- 
dignation of  mankind  weigh  !  "  when  governments,"  says 
H.  Lee,  vho,  at  that  very  time,  was  nobly  opposing  in 
tl;e  field,  British  tyranny,  «•  adopt  the  policy  of  plunder 
"and  conflagration,  they  owe  to  the  world  as  well  as  to 
"  their  nation,  the  justification  of  such  departure  from  the 
<*  liberal  usage  of  "ar.  In  every  condition  of  things,  such 
'« justification  is  difficult  j  in  thisstate  of  affairs,  it  was  im- 
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*«  Y>*^clieal)le.  Tlie  subjugation  of  the  weakest  portion  of 
<*  the  Union,  to  which  alone  all  the  disposable  Ibrcc  of 
«  Great  Britain  had  been  and  was  devoted,  began  to  be 
*f  viewed  as  elnwierieal  even  by  the  British  officers.  The 
«  battle  of  Guilford  had  fixed  an  impression  on  the  conditi- 
«  on  of  the  war,  which  audibly  declare«l  the  futility  even 
«  of  victory  il  self.  To  burn  and  to  destroy  where  no  hope 
*i  of  effecting  the  object  could  exist  but  with  the  infatuated, 
*<  was  not  less  ci'uel  than  disgraceful.  That  the  only  peo- 
«  pie  in  the  world,  understanding  and  enjoying  political  li- 
«  berty,  powerful  and  enlightened,  the  bretiiren  ofLockCj 
*f  of  Newton  and  of  Hampden,  should  encourage  by  their 
«  example,  a  return  to  barbarism,  affords  a  melancholy 
«  proof  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  the 
«  sweets  of  civilization,  nay,  even  oi  liberty  itself,  over  pas- 
<«  sion  supported  by  power.  The  British  nation  being 
«  guided  by  ministers  without  talents,  disappointment  could 
«  not  but  ensue  to  many  of  their  enterprizes ;  which,  em- 
«  bittering  the  heart  instead  of  correcting  the  head,  pro- 
«duced  ihis  baneful  system,  so  destructive  of  the  comfort, 
**  first  of  the  farmers  of  Connecticut,  now  of  the  planters 
«  of  Virginia  ;  keeping  up  a  stock  of  irritation  and  hate 
«  to  be  dissipaied  only  by  the  force  of  time." 

''hat  I'hillips  was,  in  the  course  of  this  expedition  intox- 
icated with  the  hope  of  subjugating  Virginia,  sufficiently 
appears  from  the  w.int  of  temper  and  decency,  which  he 
frequently  manifested.  The  annexed  extract  of  a  letter* 
vritten  by  the  Governor  to  the  Delegates  of  Virginia  in 
Congress^  (May  10)  shews,  in  a  strong  light,  the  haujrhty 

tone  already  assumed  by  the  invader  : — — — — — 

*«  General  Sco-t  obiained  permission  from  the  command 
«  danf  at  Charleston,  for  vessels  with  neeessai'y  supplies,  to 
*<  go  from  henoe  to  our  captive  citizens,  but  instead  of  send- 
<*  ing  the  original,  sent  only  a  copy  of  the  permission  taken 
«  by  his  Brigade  Major.  I  applied  to  General  Phillips  to 
"  supply  this  oinis  ion  by  furnishing  a  passport  for  the  ves- 
<*  sel.  Having  ju  t  before  taken  great  offence  at  a  threat 
*'  of  retaliation  m  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  he  enclosed 
*'  his  answer  to  my  letter,  under  this  address  :  "  To  Thomas 
«  Jefferson^  Eaq  Jimericaii  Governor  of  Virginia.'*  I  paused 
**  on  receiving  the  letter,  and  tor  some  time  would  not  open 
*<  it.  Howev*'v,  when  the  miserable  condition  of  ourbre- 
**  thren  in  Charleston  occurred  to  me,  I  could  not  deter- 
**  mine  that  they  should  be  left  without  the  necessaries  of 
**  life,  while  a  punctilio  should  be  discussing  between  the 
*•  British  General  and  myself;  and  knowing  that  1  had  an 
**  opportunity  of  returning  the  compli«aent  to  Mr.  Phillips, 
**  in  a  case  ]»erfeetly  corresponding,  I  opened  the  letter, 

*'  Very  shortly  after,  I  received,  as  I  expected,  the  per- 
*<  mission  of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  flag  vessel  then  in 
"  xiampton-road,  with  clothing  and  refreshments,  to  prq- 
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"  ceed  to  Alexandria.  I  enclosed  and  addressed  it,  t« 
"  WiUiam  PhiUips^  Esq.  commanding  the  hrHish  forces  in 
"  the  Commoniveallh  of  Virginia.  Persona IJy  knowing 
»*  Phillips  to  be  the  proudest  man  of  (he  proudest  naiion 
<'  on  earth,  I  well  know  he  will  not  open  this  leHer  ;  but 
*'  having  oceasion,  at  the  same  tirsie,  to  wvi<e  (o  Captain 
«  Geriuch,  ihe  Hag  master,  1  informed  him  that  the  Con- 
«  vention  troops  in  this  State*  bhould  perish  for  want  of 
«  necessaries,  bilore  anv  should  be  carried  to  «hein  through 
*'  this  State,  ti  ;  General  Phillips  nthrr  swalloved  this 
"  pill  of  retaliaiion,  or  made  an  apology  for  his  rudeness  : 
**  and  in  tt»is.  should  the  matter  come  ultimately  to  Con- 
*<  gress,  we  hope  for  their  support, 

♦*  He  has  the  less  right  to  insist  on  the  expedition  of  his 
"  flag,  because  his  letter,  instead  of  enclosing  a  passport 
<*  to  expedite  ours,  contained  oul>  an  evasion  of  the  appli- 
"  cation,  by  saying  he  had  referred  it  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
"  ton  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  has  come  up  the  river» 
«  and  taken  the  vessel  with  her  loading  which  he  had  char- 
«<  tered  and  prepaied  to  send  to  Charleston,  and  yhiih 
"  wanted  nothing  but  the  passport  to  enable  her  to  de- 
**  part. 

"  I  would  further  observe  to  you  that  this  gentleman's 
«<  letters  to  the  Baron  Steuben,  first,  and  afterwards  to 
**  the  Marquis  Fayette,  have  been  in  a  stile  so  intolerably 
*'  insolent  and  haughty,  that  both  these,  gentlemen  have 
**  been  obliged  to  inform  him  that,  if  he  thinks  proper  to 
"  address  tliem  again  in  the  same  spirit^  all  intercourse 
**  must  cease." 

By  the  deaih  of  Phillips,  the  command  of  the  British 
troops  in  Virginia  again  devolved  on  Arnold  ;  l)utthe  pro- 
posed junction  hiving  been,  soon  afier,  effected  at  Peters- 
bupff,  Cornwallis  assumed,  ol  course  the  direction  of  the 
whole. 

Here  we  are  naturally  led  to  take  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  events  in  consequence  of  which  this  new  army  had 
thus  penetrated  into  Virgmia.  A  few  detached  occurren- 
ces, however,  first  claim  our  attention. 

Tiie  General  Assembly  broke  up  on  the  2d  of  January. 
Previous  to  their  adjournment,  a  resolution!  was  passed^ 


*  The  British,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been  removed  to  Fredericktown 
in  Maryland — the  Germans,  on  account  of  this  new  invasion,  had  been 
maj'ched  to  Winchester. — Alexandria  was  the  most  convenient  place  for 

flag's  to  both  those  points "  I  shall   he  soi  rv,"  wrote  the  Governor  to 

Captain  Gerlach,  "  if  this  shall  prevent  your  being  availed  of  the  pass- 
port, as  it  will  produce  an  eternal  bar  to  the  passajje  through  this  State, 
of  any  thing  to  'he  Convention  troops.  I  have  had  jet,  no  reason  to  re- 
pent the  servi'-es  I  have  endeavoured  to  render  the  Gkkman  part  of  the 
Convention  officers  and  Soldiers." 


t  See  Appendix. 
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favourable  to  the  wishes  of  Confess  in  respect  to  the  va-    CHAP. 
cant  Territory,   NoKh  West  of  the  Ohio.     To  this  liberal    XVI IL 
measure,  the  State  was  induced  by  a  desire  of  accelerating 
the  general  ratification  of  the  confederacy.    "  I  shall  be  ' 
happy,  wrote  the  Governor,  upon  transmitting  tliis  resolu-       ._,_ . 
lion  to  the  President  of  Congress,  if  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  enuallv  impressed  with  the  necessily  of  the  impor-  Resolution 

•        •  ^       t     II  I  Ml'        ^  'a  oftheVir- 

tant  convention  in  prospect,  shall  he  willing  to  sacrifice  e-  g^inb  Let-is. 
qsially  to  its  coinplction.     This  single  event,  could  it  take  latuve,  to 
place  shortly,  would  outweigh  every  success  which  the  ene-  ^^^^  toth© 
my  have  hitherto  obtained,  and  render  desperate  the  hopes  theWesT- 
to  which  those  successes  have  given  bjrth."     To  this  reso-  emTerrito- 
lution  was  api)ended  the  s<'nse  of  the  Legislature  in  respect  ry. 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  a  free  port  on  that,  January  2- 
river. 

The  confederation  was  completed  in  the  course  of  the  The  confe- 
following  month  ;  but  from  its  defects,  and  especially  from  com*i*ted 
that  fatal  want  of  coercive  powers  in  Congress,  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  it  did  not  produce  those  decisive  advantages 
which  its  zealous  advocates,  and  among  them  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  had  fondly  expected. 

Perseveringly  adlisMMn^  to  his  design  against  Detroit,  The  plan  a. 
Clarke  employed  several  months  in  indefatigable,  but  fi-  gainst  De- 
nally  unsuccessful  efforts,  to  collect  a  force  adequate  to  the  !^°*^  '^  ^' 
enterprize.  A  body  of  2,000  men  was  thought  necessary  for 
the  exf>ediiion.  The  Illinois  regi'uent,  Crockett's  batta- 
lion, Major  Slaughter's  corps,  and  detachments  of  militia 
from  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Lincoln,  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
Monongalia,  Hampshire.  Berkeley,  Frederic,  and  Green- 
briei",  were  to  compose  the  Western  army  ;  Clarke,  raised 
to  the  rank  ot^  Brigadier  General,  v  as  to  have  the  Chief 
command.  Next  to  him  was  the  brave  Colonel  Gibson. 
By  the  15th  of  March,  the  different  corps  were  to  rendez- 
vous at  the  fallsof  tlie  Ohio — to  proceed  down  that  river 
and  then  up  the  Wabash. — Clarke  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  remainder  of  the  route.  In  his  judgment,  bravery, 
and  abilities,  unbounded  conHdence  was  reposed.  The 
Biilitia  of  Frederic  and  Berkely  manifested  great  reluc- 
tance to  be  employed  in  this  distant  and  hazardous  service. 

Those  counties  transmitted  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  Executive  :  and  open  disobedience  was  intima- 
ted* from  various  quarters.     In  the  present  critical  situa- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth,  nothing  was  so  much  to  be  de- 
precated as  intefitine  discord.     The  original  destination  of     \^ 
these  draughts  was,  therefore,  prudently  altered  ;  and,  in-      ;j 
stead  of  the  five  hundred  and  sixty  men  which  they  would  ^ 
have  placed  under  Clarke,  Baron  Steuben  added  two  hun- 
dred regulars  to  his  command.     But  other  innumerable 


♦  Letter  from  Executive  to  General  Clarke— February  19, 1781i 
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and  insuperable  difficulties  arose  ;  owing  to  these,  as  well 
as  to  the  rapid  and  momentous  events  of  which  Virginia 
was  the  theatre  in  1781,  and  to  the  deranged  state  of  the 
public  finances,  the  ardent  genius  of  Clarke  was  chained 
down  to  defensive  operations. 

Colonel  Arthur  Campbell,  one  of  the  conquerors  of  Fur- 
guson,  continued  to  exert  his  useful  activity  in  the  South- 
West.  Informed  that  the  restless  spirit  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians  was  preparing  fresh  hostilities,  he  resolved  to  a- 
vert  the  storra  hy  carrying  war  into  their  country.  Their 
towns  were  destroyed ;  their  fields  ravaged  ;  several  of 
their  warriors  slain ;  and  many  others  taken.  The  two 
Carolinas  inflicted  similar  blows  on  those  turbulent  neigh- 
bours ;  and  a  peace,  necessary  to  both  sides,  was  the  con- 
sequence. A  Fort,  erected  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Holston  rivers,  was  productive  to  the  back  coun- 
try of  many  benefloial  efl*ects — ensuring  the  full  command 
of  the  new  conquest — keeping  tiie  Cherokee  nation 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Americans — preventing  the  further 
intrigues  of  the  British  Emissaries — opening  a  communi- 
cation with  the  friendly  trihe  of  the  Chiekasaws — and 
with  the  American  posts  on  the  Mississippi — finail^v.  pro- 
tecting the  route  to  Kentucky,  and  indeed,  the  whole  South- 
western frontier. 

Notwithstanding  the  unceasing  exertions  of  Gates  to 
atone  for  the  unCortunate  affair  at  Camden,  he  had  resign- 
ed into  the  hands  of  Greenq,  a  command  fraught  with  diifi- 
culties  scarcely  conceivable.  The  army  was  sniill :  ti»e 
greater  part  of  it  consisted  of  ill  disciplined,  ill  ai  med  mi- 
litia :  supplies  were  scanty,  irregular,  precarious.  I'hese 
difficulties,  however,  neither  damped  the  ardor  nor  con- 
fused or  overwhelmed  the  judgment  of  Greene.  In  the 
arduous  campaigns  of  the  North,  experience  had  familiar- 
ized him  with  the  deiicieueies  incident  to  the  existing  siate 
of  things.  Totlicse  he  opposed  the  vigor  and  resources  of 
his  energetic  mind.  As  he  could  not  annihilate  the  enemy 
by  a  brilliiint  aad  deciaive  blow,  he  adopted  that  system 
vliich,  l»y  incessant  annoyance,  would  gradually  cousume 
their  strength  ;  and  he  saved  the  South  as  it  was  to  be 
saved,  by  tlie  utmost  prudence  happily  combined  with  the 
utmost  activity.  And  he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the 
aid  of  zealous  and  able  officers,  as  well  as  of  troops  uucom- 
Bionly  biave. 

A  singular  sinlle  of  foriune  marked  the  first  moments 
of  his  command.  ,Tust  before  his  arrival  at  Charlotte^ 
Gates  had  ordered  Morgan  and  Washington,  from  Small- 
wood's  advance  on  the  Yadkin,  upon  a  foraging  excursion. 
Washington  proceeded  as  far  as  Rugeley's  farm,  within 
12  miles  of  Campden,  intending  to  surprise  a  party  of  the 
enemy  stationed  there.  Surprise,  however,  was  impractJ- 
fiable.    The  efficacy  of  stratagem  had  been  evinced,  on 
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the  Ogcechee,*  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  plausible  the  CHAP. 
most  exeeiitric  attempts.  Washington,  well  aetiuainted  XVIII. 
with  the  character  of  Hugely,  who  conimaaded  the  hostile 
party,  gave  to  a  pine  log,  elevated  on  its  branches  a  few 
feet  from  the  ground,  the  air,  scinbiance,  and  attitude  of 
a  lield  piece,  ready  to  batter  down  the  enemy's  fortress, 
which  an  abattis  rendered  in'accessible  to  cavalry. — It  was 
merely  a  logged  barn,  defended  by  Bugely  with  106  men. 
Washington  having,  with  most  formidable  parade,  point- 
ed his  artillery  against  the  hostile  citadel,  humanely  sent 
a  flag  to  its  commander,  requiring  submission,  and  making 
him  answerable  for  the  dreadful  effusions  of  blood  which 
must  unavoidably  follow,  in  case  of  resistance.  The  vivid 
imagination  of  Rugely  and  his  men.  fltiishing  the  outlines, 
and,  probably,  magnifying  the  size  of  AVashington's  ord- 
nance, the  commandant  and  the  garrison  surrendered  at 
discretion — calling  on  a  generous  victor  to  attest  the  un- 
tenable situation  of  the  Fort  against  heavy  metal,  and 
their  yielding  only  to  superior  force.  The  captives,  with 
oth'-U"  trophies  of  this  bloodless  victory,  reached  Charlotte 
nearly  at  the  same  time  as  General  Gceene. 

The  Southern  army  amounted,  at  this  time,  to  little 
more  than  2,0(;0  men.  To  facilitate  its  subsistence,  to 
narrow  the  limits  of  Cornwallis,  and  to  feed  that  llame  of 
opposition  which  the  oppressive  and  overbearing  conduct 
of  the  haughty  invaders  had  rekindled  in  almost  every 
breast,  Greene  divided  his  force — detaching  Morgan  to  Morgan  i» 
the  South  side  of  the  Catawba — and  himself  taking  a  po-  detaciied 
sition  at  Hick's  Creek,  on  the  East- side  of  the  Pedee,  op- 
posite Cheraw-hill. 

Morgan  stationed  his  corps,  consisting  of  four  hundred 
Coalinental  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard, 
two  companies  of  the  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by 
Captains  Trippett  and  Taite,  and  Washington's  dragoons 
about  90  in  number,  with  reinforcements  of  mouatain  mi- 
litia, under  General  Pickens,  the  whole  forming  ultimate^ 
ly  an  aggregate  of  800  men.  The  strength  and  enter- 
prize  of  this  corps,  were  severely  felt  by  the  loyalists  :  at 
Hammond's  store,  Washington  cutjin  pieces  and  dispersed 
a  body  of  300  royal  militia  from  Georgia.  This  galling 
annoyance  of  his  friends,  and  his  belief  that  Morgan  in- 
tended an  attack  upon  Ninety- Six,  considerably  alarmed 
Cornwallis.     lie  was  still  at  Wynnsborough,  preparing 


towards 
Ninety-Six. 


•  Colonel  John  White,  ot  Georgia,  with  4  others  only,  took  Capt.  Frencli, 
112  British  regulars,  5  vessels  and  their  orews,  and  130  stanch  of  arms. — 
Tiie  fact  is  well  ascertained. — See  Bavisay's  S.  Carolina,  Vol.  2,  P.  42. 
Yet,  such  egregious  fojlv  as  that  of  Frenhli,'  is  scarcely  credible — and  tho' 
there  is  no  ri&k  in  attempiing  such  stratjigcirs,  they  arc  so  luJicroiis  as 
themselves  to  appear  inipiobible. — Tlie  niaxim  that,  "  in  w:ir  nothiii^ 
«ught  to  be  negflected,"  u  stiongly  ellucidatc^  by  auch  occurrences. 
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CHAP,  for  his  long  meditated  expedition  into  North  Carolina. 
XVUI.  Leslie,  with  one  thousand  five  hundred  auxiliaries,  was 
now  at  Camden.  To  aniiihiiate  Morgan,  or,  at  least,  to 
prevent  his  rc-j unction  with  Greene,  appeared  all  impor- 
tant to  the  BiKi^h  General.  He,  therefore,  detached  the 
rapid  Tarleton  with  l»is  legion,  part  of  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, and  a  body  of  aitiilery  with  two  held  pieces,  in  all 
about  one  thousand  men.  Tarleton  of  course  was  superi- 
or to  Morgan  in  every  thing  but  courage.  His  orders  were, 
to  cross  the  ilroad  river,  strike  Morgan,  and  push  him  to 
the  utmost,  or,  at  least,  to  force  him  to  leave  the  country. 
At  the  same  time,  Cornvvallis  took  the  upper  route  to 
North  Carolina,  marching  between  the  Catawba  and  Broad 
rivers,  while  Leslie  moved  up  along  the  banks  of  the  for- 
mer, with  directions  to  join  the  main  army  at  a  certain 
point.  Should  Morgan  escape  Tarleton,  Cornwallis  relied 
on  his  interce-)iion  by  himself. 

Morgan  was  mclined  to  close  with  Tarleton,  on  the  very 
ground  whicn  iie  had  originally  occupied  ;  but  the  advance 
of  Cornwallis  made  liis  stay  dangerous.  He  therefore  be- 
gan a  retreat.  The  sMclling  of  the  water-courses,  and  o- 
ther  difficulties  of  the  route,  delayed  the  progress  of  the 
main  British  army.  Tarleton,  who  had  only  light  troops, 
moved  more  quickly.  Reaching  the  encampment  of  Mor- 
gan a  few  hours  after  it  had  been  abandoned,  he  left  there 
liis  baggage  umler  a  guard  with  directions  to  follow  the 
next  day,  and  himself  pressed  onward  \vith  the  rest  of  his 
troops,  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  whose  retreat  was  reluctant, 
and  consequently  less  rapid  than  it  might  otherwise  have 
been. — Disdaining  to  cross  Broad  river,  only  a  short  dis- 
tance in  his  front,  or  to  retire  to  a  mountainous  region 
which  he  might  easily  have  reached  in  his  first  march, 
Morgan  halted  at  the  Cowpens,  a  spot  about  three  miles 
from  the  boundary-line  between  South  and  North  Caroli- 
na. At  dawn  ol  day,  on  ihe  17th,  he  received  intelligence 
of  Tarleton's  approach,  and  immediately  prepared  for  bat- 
tle. 

Morgan  has  been  censured  for  this  determination — and 
likewise  for  the  ground  of  which  he  made  choice  :  victory 
absolved  him. 

The  disposilion  of  Morgan  for  tlic  impending  conflict,  is 
acknowledged  to  have  been  mastei-ly.  lie  drew  np  his  lit- 
tle army  in  two  lines  ;  the  first  consisted  entirely  of  mili- 
tia, and  was  commtinfled  by  Pickens.  In  front  of  this,  two 
bodies  of  volunteers  were  stationed,  the  one  from  North 
Carolina,  under  M'Dowell,  and  the  other  from  Georgia, 
under  Cunningham.  The  2d  line,  consisting  of  HoAvard's 
Continentals  and  Triplett's  and  Taite*s  militia,  was  drawn 
up,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  upon  an 
eminence  in  an  open  wood.  In  this  line,  Morgan  himself 
took  his  station.     At  some  distance  behind  the  whole,  w  a^ 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  with  liis  cavalry,  and  a-    CHAP. 
bout  45  militia  men,  mounted  and  armed  with  swords — for-    XVIII. 
jniug  a  corps  de  reserr^e,      I  he  volunteers  in  front,  were 
ordered  to  feel  (he  enemy  as  he  approached,  give  a  single  "^^=^= 
Are,  and  fall  buck  with  the  first  line,  where  Ihey  could  re-      lygl 
new  the  conflict.     'I'o  the  tii'st  line,  directions  were  given 
to  deliver  a  close  fire,  then  retire  in  order,  and  then  form 
again  on  the  right  of  the  Continentals.     The  cavalry  was 
to  charge,  whenever  a  charge  should  be  deemed  proper. 
Washington's  judgment  was  relied  on,  no  less  than  his  bra- 
very.  After  this  disposition,  and  these  orders,  Morgan 

riding  along  t!ie  different  lines,  harangned  his  troopg  witli 
thit  unadorned  hut  powerful  eloquence,  which  (lows  from 
the  heart  and  sound  sense.  I'heve  were  motives  enough 
to  stimulate  every  one  on  the  ground,  to  act  like  a  man 
and  a  patriot.  A  republican  army  does  no(  consist  merely  of 
mechanical  agents — possessed  of  celerity,  precision  and  sym- 
metry of  movements.  With  the  soldier  who  fights  for  what 
he  understands  and  loves,  the  impulse  is  from  within — and 
Morgan  knew,  as  well  as  any  orator,  what  chords  he  must 
touch. — Kvery  thing  wore  api'omising  appearance — trust- 
ing in  Heaven,  in  his  brave  comrades,  and  in  himself,  Mor- 
gan calmly  waited  for  the  foe. 

Tarleton  had  taken  two  American  videts,  and  received 
from  them  intelligence  of  the  situation  of  his  foe.  A  re- 
solution to  aftack  was  the  immediate  consequence.  Con- 
temptuous was  his  opinion  of  the  American  troops  :  high 
his  confidence  in  himself  and  his  chosen  corps.  Advanc- 
ing within  a  few^  hun<)red  yards  of  Morgan's  front,  he,  with 
impatient  haste,  ordered  the  light  and  legion  infantry,  and 
the  7th  regiment  to  form  in  line,  with  a  captain  and  sixty 
dragoons  on  each  flank  ;  the  rest  of  the  cavalry,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  the  71st  regiment,  formed  the  reserve,  to  act  ac- 
cording to  future  orders.  Before  the  line  was  fully  form- 
ed, the  impetuous  Tarleton  rushed  to  the  attack — his  men 
shouting  after  the  Indian  manner.  McDowell  and  Cun» 
ningham  fired,  and  quickly  fell  in  with  the  militia  under 
Pickens.  The  front  line,  faithful  to  Morgan's  orders, 
poured  on  the  advancing  foe  a  close  and  well  directed  vol- 
ley ;  and  retired  to  the  right  of  the  Continentals,  some  of 
the  militia,  however,  running  to  their  horses,  which  had 
been  tied  in  the  rear,  and  which  it  was  thought  expedient 
to  remove.  In  the  eyes  of  the  assailants,  these  were  so 
many  indications  of  a  flight  ;  they  already  considered  the 
day  as  their  own.  Eagerly  pressing  against  tlie  second 
line,  on  which  rested  Morgan's  chief  hope,  they  attacked 
it  with  fury  :  they  were  received  with  unshaken  firmness. 
Howard,  fearing  to  be  enveloped  by  superior  numbers,  or- 
dered a  company  on  its  right  to  charge  its  front  and  face 
the  enemy.  The  order  was  mistaken,  and  that  company 
fell  back.    The  rest  of  the  line  did  the  same,  supposing  an 


476  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,    intention  of  forming  again  on  more  advantageous  ground. 

XVIII.  At  this  moment  General  Morgan  rode  up — and  ordered 
the  line  to  reti-eat  towards  the  cavalry,  and  there  make  a 
' '  last  stand  This  order  was  executed  with  great  precision. 
1781  "^'^^  Brilish  had  now  brought  up  their  reserve,  and  they, 
more  than  ever,  exulted  in  their  thoughts  of  an  entire  vic- 
tory. They  impetuously,  and  in  some  disorder,  continued 
to  advance,  when  Howard  ordered  his  men  to  halt,  and 
face  the  enemy.  The  fire  of  the  Americans  was  not  less 
murderous  than  unexpected  to  the  foe.  The  most  advanc- 
ed of  the  liritish  recoiled  in  confusion  upon  those  behind. 
Howard  now  charged  with  the  bayonet ;  and  was  joined 
by  some  of  the  militia,  in  the  renewed  conflict.  The  Bri- 
tish line  was  soon  broken  ;  and  Washington  having  almost 
at  the  same  moment,  engaged  a  detachment  of  the  hostile 
cavalry,  that  had  pas'^ed  the  tlanks  of  the  Continentals 
while  retiring,  and  fallen  upon  some  scattered  militia,  the 
route  became  genei^al.  The  British  veterans  laid  down 
theirarnis  to  llie  American  militia.  Howard  and  Washing- 
ton,rapidly  pursued.  That  portion  of  the  British  cavalry 
which  had  not  been  engaged,  retreated  in  perfect  order, 
and  Washington's  numbers  were  inefficient  to  make  an  im- 
pression upon  them.  In  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  he  out- 
stripped his  regiment,  and  was  attacked  by  Tarleton  and 
two  of  his  officers,  who  wheeled  about,  and  charged  him. 
He  defended  himself  with  dauntless  intrepi<lity — a  serjeant 
and  a  bugler  having  happily  come  up  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment, Tarleton  and  his  two  companions  were  wounded  in 
the  struggle,  and  found  it  difficult  to  escape. 

Tlie  los.of  the  British  was  considerable.*  The  impor- 
tance of  this  victoi*y  was  felt  on  both  sides.  It  broke  the 
talisman  of  terror  wliich  Tarleton  had  hitherto  held  over 
the  heads  of  the  militia ;  it  invigorated  the  spirits  and  the 
hopes  of  the  patriots  ;  and  discouraged  the  friends  of 
Great  Britain.  Stedman  ascribes  to  it  every  disaster  that 
subsequently  befel  Lord  Cornwallis ;  and  Ramsay  consi- 
ders it  as  *'  the  first  link  in  a  grand  chain  of  causes  which 
finally  drew  down  ruin,  both  in  North  and  South  Carolina, 
on  the  royal  interest.'* 

Congress  justly  rewarded  Morgan,  and  his  brave  officers 
—some  with  medals,  others  with  swords.     The  whole  ar 
my  received  a  tribute  of  commendation  and  gratitude. f 

•  General  Stevens,  who  was  with  General  Greene  at  the  time,  and  con- 
sequently li  ad  opportunities  of  good  information  on  this  subject,  makes,  in 
one  of  his  letters,  the  foUowinjj  statement: 

British  killed  on  the  field,  upwards  of  100,  including  lOor  12  officers 
— Wounded,  between  2  or  300 — Prisoners,  5U2  privates  and  29  officers — 
Taken,  2  brass  field-pieces — 2  standards — 800  stand  of  arms — 35  waggons 
and  all  the  enemy's  baggage — 100  horses. 

Americans — ^10  killed — 55  wounded,  among  whom,  3  Virginian  officers. 

t  General  Stevens  grievously  lamented  his  Aflrrf^afe,  in  having  no  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  his  country  in  battle.    On  the  241h  January,  he  wrote  to 


tihgixta. 
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Comwallis 

pursues 

Morgan. 


Comwallis,  though  deeply  affected  with  this  misForhine,    CTT  VP. 
no  less  severe  than  unexpet^ted,  adlien-d  to  his  plan  oT  ;in     XVIII, 

incursion  into  North  Carolina.     The  Junction  with  Leslie    

was  quickly  formed  ;  anr,  with  a  view  to  intercept  Mor-  ' 

gan,  now  encumbered  with  l>ap;gage  and  prisoners,  at  the 
Fords  of  the  Carawha.  '?ut  Morgan,  eons"ious  of  liis  dan- 
ger, abandoned  part  of  the  bagj^age  ;  left  the  woundet! 
with  surgeons,  under  the  protection  of  a  flag  ;  immediate- 
ly ordered  the  prisoners  towards  Virginia,  under  a  guard 
of  militia  ;  and.  crossing  Broad  river  at  the  upper  Fords, 
rapidly  proceeded  to  the  Catawba.  Yet,  such  was  the  ce- 
lerity of  Lord  Comwallis,  that  his  van  appeared  on  tlie 
banks  of  that  river  in  less  than  2  hours  after  the  Ameri- 
cans had  crossed  it.  In  the  night,  an  immense  flood  of  January  2ft 
Pain  rendered  the  river  impassable  :  it  continued  so  for  2 
days,  and  Morgan  thus  obtained  time  to  secure  his  prison- 
ers, and  refresli  his  wearied  troops. 

General  Greene,  while  on  the  Pidee,  had  been  joined  by 
Lieut.  Col,  late  Major  Lee  with  his  legion,  amounting  to 
about  280  in  infantry  and  cavalry.  Lee  was  immediately 
directed  to  co-operate  with  Marion,  who  continued  to  an- 
noy the  foe,  betAveen  the  Pcdee  and  the  Santee,  Th*  y 
jointly  formed  a  plan  to  surprize  George-Town.  Their 
success  was  only  partial ;  the  British  comman<4ing  officer. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  and  ])art  of  the  garrison 
were  made  prisoners,  and  left  ontlieir  paroles. — Attentive 
to  all  the  movements  of  Comwallis,  Greene  had  advised 


Attempt  oni 
George- 
Town. 


the  Governor. "  In  my  former  letters,  I  informed  you 

what  troops  Morc^'aii's  command  was  composed  o".  They,  in  g'ener'-.l,  lie- 
haved  well  ;  thoug-h  it  adds  greatly  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the  detach- 
ment of  Virginia  mi]itia  under  the  immediate  command  of  Tripnett,  are 
spoken  of  with  the  greatest  applause  for  their  beliaviour  on  that  day. 
This,  I  hope,  will  wipe  offsome  of  the -stain  of  the  16th  of  Anc^ust.  1  am 
truly  unfortunate,  as  I  cou'dnot  partake  in  the  doing' of  it  ;  and  am  render- 
ed now  much  more  so,  as  I  have  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  hope  left  of 
doing  anv  thing  in  that  way  with  those  men  who  are  under  my  immediate 
command,  as  their  time  is  just  about  expiring,  and  I  am  ordered  to  mi  rch 
in  the  morning  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners,  and  condnct  them  t<^  Vir- 
ginia. (  r  >This  was  altered.)  I  must  endeavour  to  reconcile  mvself  to 
my  hard  fate.  Colonel  Washington  of  cavalry,  distinguished  liimself  in  a  par- 
ticular manner.  He,  with  only  50  horse,  chsirged  tlie  enemy's  cavalry  and 
drove  them.  Amongthe  prisoners  is  the  noted  Maj.  M'Carty,  of  the  71st,  who 
has  done  so  much  mischief  in  this  part  of  the  country  by  fire.  He  and 
Colonel  TarJeton  were  the  only  two  field  officers  in  the  detachment.  The 
latter  got  off  with  a  wound  in  his  arm." 

0^  The  commissioned  officers  from  Virginia,  at  tlie  battle  of  the  Cow- 
pens,  we;  e  : 


Of  the  3d  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Washington, 

Major  Richard  Call, 

Capt.  Bennett, 

Lieut.  Bell. 
Liffht  Infantry.  • 

Lieut  Barnes, 

Lieut.  Miller, 

Ensign  King-. 


•Militia, 

Major  Trippett, 
.  Captain  Taite, 
Captain  Buchanan, 
Captain  Giimore, 
Ensip^i  (/ombs. 
Ensign  M'Corkill. 
Rtisi^n  Wilsori. 
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FdH-uary  1. 


General 
Greene  re- 
treats over 
the  Yadkin. 


IMorgan  to  effect  a  retreat,  even  before  be  was  apprized  of 
bis  success — Wbcn  be  received  Ibe  joyful  intelligence, 
and,  a(  the  same  time,  bebeld  the  junction  of  Cornwallis 
and  Leslie,  and  tbeir  pursuit  after  Morgan,  be  completed 
his  arrangements  tor  liic  intended  march  of  the  main  ar- 
my, which  he  left  under  the  command  of  General  Huger, 
wjiile  himself,  escorted  by  a  few  dragoons,  hastened  to 
Morgan,  whom  he  found  encamped  at  Sherwood's  Ford. 

Brigadier  Genei*al  Stevens,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
Salisbury,  to  take  ^harge  of  the  prisoners,  and  escort  them 
to  Charlotte^vilie,in  Virginia,  was.  by  the  inmionse  flood  of 
rain  just  alluded  to,  detained  on  the  route  ;  ou  the  night  of 
the  1st  of  February,  he  was  still  12  miles  from  Salisbury^ 
when  Major  Bennett.  General  Greene's  Au\  de-(.'amp, 
came  to  inform  biui  of  t  Ire  imminent  danger  of  i  he  Soulbera 
army.  Cornwallis,  before  he  reached  the  Caiawba,  had 
caused  all  the  superfluous  baggage  of  his  avm>,  commenc- 
ing with  his  own,  to  be  burnt  or  otherwise  I'est roved,  re- 
serving only  a  few  waggons  loaded  with  hospital  stores, 
salt  and  a'mmunition,  and  some  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
sick  and  wounded.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  first  day 
of  February,  he  had  crossed  the  Catawha  at  IVrCowan's 
andBeattie*s  Fords.  Genei'al  Davidson,  in  opposing  the 
passage  of  the  British,  hud  unfortunately  been  killed. 
Tarleton  had  dispersed  a  body  of  militia  at  Tanant's  ta- 
vern ;  and  the  whole  Brilisli  army  was  rapidly  advancing 
towards  the  Yadkin.  Huger  had  been  ordered  not  to  march 
to  Salisbury,  but  to  alter  bis  route,  so  as  to  effect  the  con- 
templated junction  at  some  higher  point.  Morgan  had 
intended  to  retire  to  Virginia  by  the  Mountain- road,  but 
this  scheme,  which  v/ould  have  saved  only  one  division  of 
the  Southern  army,  could  not  be  approved  by  Greene,  who, 
having  dispatched  the  prisoners  to  A'irginia,  under  an  es- 
cort of  militia  from  North-Carolina,  was  busily  employed 
in  seuding  all  the  public  stores  from  Salisbury  over  the 
Yadkin,  at  the  Trading  Ford.  By  Greene's  orders,  Ste- 
vens repaired  to  that  place.  The  Yadkin  had  been  so  much 
swelled  by  the  late  rains,  that  it  could  with  difficulty  be 
crossed  even  in  boats.  On  the  3rd  of  February,  in  the  e- 
vening.  the  enemy  appeared  at  the  river.  By  this  time, 
Greene  had  conveyed  every  thing  over  the  Yadkin,  except 
a  waggon  or  two.  Those  the  enemy  obtained,  but  at  some 
cost.  A  party  of  Virginia  rifienicn,  consii^ting  of  about  one 
hundred,  under  the  command  of  Major  Casj^bell.  aiid  a 
small  band  of  North  Carolina  mounted  militia,  vere  form- 
ed in  ambuscade  to  receive  the  foe,  with  orders  to  pour 
on  their  advance  a  fire  or  two,  and  then  retire  down  ihe 
river,  to  a  place  v/here  boats  had  been  stationed  fur  (heir 
passage.  This  v/as  executed  with  great  alertness  and  skill, 
and  tiie  enemy  lost  several  of  their  men. 
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After  crossing  the  Yadkin,  Greene  could  scarcely  mus-  CHAP. 
ter  eight  hundred  suen  fit  for  action,  and  in  this  number  XYllI. 
musl  be  included  the  militia  under  Stevens,  whose  lime  had 
now  e\i)ired.  Fruitless  endeavours*  were  made  to  prevail  -" 
on  those  men  to  reuiain  with  Greene,  until  he  should  be 
joined  by  the  division  under  Huger. — Stevens,  unwilling 
to  dismiss  them  until  their  arms  should  be  deposited  at 
some  safe  and  convenient  place,  and  unable  to  detain  them» 
left  Greene  and  his  small  party,  between  the  Trading  Ford 
and  Uuilford  Court-house,  and  marched  with  his  men  to- 
wards Virginia,  taking  charge  of  a  few  prisoners,  who  had 
been  left  beliind.  At  Pittsylvania  Court  house,  his  men 
restless  and  impatient  even  under  this  small  delay,  were 
discharged,  and  their  arms  secured,  but  Stevens  panted  for 
new  toils — he  immediately  applied  to  raising  and  arming 
a  new  corps. 

The  continuance  of  rain  again  retarded  British  pursuit : 
during  tlic  night,  the  Yadkin  became  unfordable,  and  the 
American  General  had  not  omitted  to  secure  all  the  boats 
on  its  Northern  margin.     Cornwallis,  unable  to  prevent 
the  junction  of  Greene  and  Huger,  resolved,  at  least  to  in-  Deslsusof 
tercepi  his  retreat  to  Virginia,  and  compidhim  to  an  action,  ComwalUs. 
which,  under  the  difference  of  force  in  the  two  armies, 
would  probably  prove  ruinous  to  the  Americans.     Errone- 
ously informed  that  the  Dan  was  impassable  for  the   re- 
treating armies,  except  at  the  upper  fords,  as  a  sufficient 
number  of  boats  could  not  be  procured  to  cross  it  near  its 
confluence    with    the  Roanoke,    he  resolved  to  preclude 
Greene  from  the  only  passage  tlius  deemed  practicable,  and 
for  that  purpose  to   march  towards  the  upper  Dan.     He, 
therefore,  moved  up  the  Yadkin,  which  he  crossed  at  the 
shallow  fords,  and  then  pointed  his  route  to  t!ie  Dan,  keep- 
ing Greene  on  his  right.     The  junction  between  the  two 
divisions  of  the  Southern  army  was  effected  a^  Guildford 
Court-house,  on  the  7th  of  February.     A   council  of  war 
was  held  ;  and  the  expediency  of  pressing  the  retreat,  uni- 
versally assented  to. — Upon  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Carrington,  Quarter  Master  General,  it  was  re- 
solved to  cross  at  Boyd's  and  Irwin's  ferries — and  that  officer 
was  charged  with  the  necessary  preparations.     A  light 


•  Nothin;^  could  be  so  mortifying' to  Stevens  as  this  backwardness  of  his 
men.  tie  says  in  a  letter,  dated  North  Carolina,  Guilford  County,  Feb  3, 
1781 :  "I  saw  the  greatest  necessity  of  these  men  remainiMg  a  few  d;'.ys, 
till  the  troops  from  General  Greene's  camp  covild  i^et  up,  and  this  the 
General  reciuesled  me  to  endeavour  to  brinj:^  about.  1  had  them  pavadexl, 
and  addressed  them  on  tlie  subject ;  but  to  my  great  mortification  and  as- 
tonishment, scarce  a  man  would  oerree  to  it — and  ijave  for  answer,  he  w:;s- 
n  good  saldicr  w'lo  served  his  time  out.  If  the  salvation  of  the  country  had 
depended  on  their  staying  ten  or  fiteen  days,  I  do  not  believe  they  would 
have  done  it." — We  will  see  the  patriotic  Stevens  conr;olcd  in  some  mea- 
s  ire,  by  the  better  conduct  of  lis  ne.v  militii,  at  tho  battle  of  GiiiUbrrJ 
'-'ourt-housc. 
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CHAP,    corps  was  formed,  consisting  of  Washington's  cavalpy,Lee's 
XVIH.     legion,  some  mililia  riflemen,  and  the  elite  of  Howard's 
infantry  ;  that  corps  was  to  advance  between  the  two  ar- 
-  mies — annoying  the  one — and  protecting  (he  other.     No 

4 ^o,       officer  was  bcticr  fitted  than  Morgan  uselully  to  direct  the 
operations  of  such  a  corps  :  unfortunately,  he  had  long 
been  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and  he  was  compelled  not 
only  to  decline  this  important  service,  but  to  retire  from 
tbe  army  ;  a  circumstance  universally  regretted — Colonel 
Oiho  Williams,   of  Maryland,  an  officer  of  acknowledged 
merit,  accepted  tlie  momentous  trust,  and  the  army  took 
the  determined  route.— The  stores  and  heavy  baggage  had 
been  hastened  on  to  Prince  Edward  Court-house  in  Vir- 
Greene         S"''**' -^**^  march  was  difficult— replete  wiUi  danger  and  fa- 
cr.sses  the    iigue— but  the  object  was  finally  accomplished.     On  the 
1^'".  l*th  of  February,  tlie  passage  of  the  Dan  was  completed; 

Fcb'r.14.  ^jjj  ^j^jj  j^^,^y  placed,  for  a  time,  in  ihe  eiyoyment  of  se- 
curity mui repose.  So  rapid  and  so  menacing  was  the  pur- 
suit of  iJ»e  British,  that  Luuleuant-Colonel  Lee,  who  has 
given  tfi  lii^  country  and  lo  tue  world  an  interesting  narra- 
I  live  uf  this  retrcal,  and  other  atchievemcnls  in  which  he 
himscif  bore  a  distinguished  part,  once  was  in  contact  with 
the  iiusiiie  van.  kiU'eif  eighteen  of  Tarleton's  dragoons, 
mude  Captain  Milhr  and  some  of  his  men  prisoners,  with 
the  loss  of  his  unfortunate  bugler,  who,  though  unarmed, 
and  i»;ploring  mercy, "^fi^ll,  while  separated  from  his  com- 
rades, under  i  lie  mi  sparring  sabres  of  the  British  cavalry.* 
A  reirpai  of  nearly  two  himdred  miles,  executed  alniost 
without  loss,  in  ihe*  depth  of  ^winter,  under  every  Avant 
and  every  hardslnp.  in  the  face  of  a  snperior  enemy,  pursu- 
ing wiihkecn  pertinacity,  reflected  infinite  honour  on  the 
General  and  ♦  he  army. 

U[)dif  receiving  intelligence  of  Greene's  movements,  the 
Executive  of  Virginia,  immediately  concerted  measures 
for  strengthening  him  in  the  position  which  he  contem- 
plated. Seven  hundred  riflemen  were  ordered  from  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Montgomery  and  Bcdlord ;  and 
five  hundred  common  miiitia  from  Pittsylvania  and  Henry; 
five  hundred  new  regular  levies  were  also  speedily  marched 
from  Chesterfield  Court  house.  General  Greene  himself 
hati  called  for  aid  on  the  Soutliern  counties.  Stevens  ac- 
celerated these  reinforcements ;  armed  part  of  them  with 
the  muskets  of  his  late  militia;  and  rejoined  the  Southern 
army.  Still  flattering  himself  with  hopes  of  usefulness  and 
fanie— and,  it'  his  c«»untry  could  not  be  saved,  resolved  to 
bury  himself  under  its  ruins. 
CornwaUis  Cornwallis,  balilcd  in  his  favourite  scheme  of  annihilat- 
marcnes  to    ^       ^^  ^^^^Q  j^jo^y^  .^\[  further  resistance  in  the  Carolina*, 


*  See  Let's  Memoirs,  vol.  1,  page  277,  and  following, 
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ppoceoded  to  Hillsborougli  by  easy  marches,  boasting  of  CHAP. 
eii'iie  aud  now  undisturbed  conquest,  and,  by  proclania-    XVIII. 
tioo,  recalling  the  people  to  Uie  situation  aud  duties  of 
British  subjects.     Disaffection  had  alwa;»s  been  extensive  *■ 

in  iSorth- Carolina,  especially,  among  the  Scotch  settlers,      ^^g> 
who,  with  ytry  tew  ex*'cptions,  were  all  at  heart  hostile 
to  the  pruicii)le!«  and  measures  of  the  revolution.     A  com-  Hillsbo-   ., 
municafion  betweei  the  most  disaftecied  settlements  and  wh^eheN^ 
the  British  post  ai  Wilmington,  where  Major  Craig  hail  erects  the 
landed  and  established  himself  without  opposi; ion,  towards  royal  stand- 
the  close  of  January,  though  imperfectly  o[iened,  had  kept 
aiKcthe  ardent  lit  tacliment  of  the  inhabitants  in  those  parts  Feb'r.  20. 
to  the  royal  cause ;  and  now,  when  the  \u\  alists  had  nothing 
to  restrain  their  deejdy- rooted  partialities,  but  the  recol- 
lection of  past,  chastisement,  and  every  thing  to  encourage 
and  call  forth  their  mistaken  zeal  and  fidelity,  it  was  easy 
to  anticipate  the  result.     In  many  ptirts  of  Carolina,  the 
people  were,   indeed,  strongly  attached  to  the  common 
cause — but  it  was  to  be  feared  lest  their  fatigues,  their 
sufferings,  their  privations,  their  sacrifices  during  the  war, 
and  their  consciousness  of  their  inahiiity.  if  left  to  them-  Greene  re- 
selves,  to  resist  the  enemy,  should  lead  tliem  to  acquiesce  crosses  the 
in  the  authority  of  the  invader.     Of  all  this  Ureene  was  ^^"• 
fully  sensible.     He,  therefore,  recrossed  ihe  Dan.     Lee's  Feb.  18-21. 
cavalry  preceded ;  and  the  whole  army  soon  followed. —  23. 
<*  When  the  enemy  first  took  theird«?parture  from  the  Dan," 
Greene  wrote  to  Governor  Jefferson,  "they  had  every  pros- 
pect of  great  reinforcements  from  the  Tories  of  Carolina; 
and  1  reflected  that,  if  they  were  permitted  to  roam  at 
large  in  the  State,  it  would  indubitably  impress  the  idea 
of  conquest  upon  the  minds  of  the  disaffected^  and,  per- 
haps,  occasion  those  who  were  wlavering  in  their  senti- 
ments, to  take  a  decisive  and  active  part  against  us.    I 
instantly  determined  (as  the  most  effectual  measure  to  pre- 
vent it)  to  advance  into  the  State  without  waiting  for  those 
reinforcements  which  the  spirit  of  the  Virginians,  at  that 
time,  seemed  to  promise  me.  It  was  necessary  to  convince  the 
Carolinians  that  thej  were  not  conquered ;  and  by  afford- 
ing immediate  protection  to  their  property,  to  engage  the 
continuance  of  tlieir  confidence  and  friendship  " — Greene 
had  encumbered  himself  as  little  as  possi'ile  with  baggage 
and  stores.     The  cavalry  followed  the  movements  of  Tarle- 
ton,  who  had  been  detached  over  the  Haw,  to  favour  the 
rising  of  the  ioylists  :    the  light  infantry  hting  round  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  main  army  slowly  proceed- 
ed, in  expectation  of  the  promised  reinforcements.     Wljen 
the  army  recrossed  the  Dan,  the  spirit  of  op]>osition  to  the 
British  was  as  universal  and  ardent  as  could  be  wished. 
There  was  no  deficiency  in  prospect  but  the  want  of  arms. 
But  the  whule  numbers  of  the  militia  thea  in  moiioa,  Mere 
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not  to  be  relied  on.  It  appears  from  his  fewn  letters,  that 
luuliitudes  only  visited  and  quitted  him.  On  the  10th  of 
May,  he  thus  addressed  the  Governor  of  Virginia  :  *♦  Ev- 
*•  ery  day  has  given  me  hopes  of  being  strongt^r,  but  1  have 
"  been  as  constantly  disappointed.  The  luiiilia,  indeed, 
**  have  flocked  in  from  various  quarters,  and  seemed  to 
**  promise  me  as  much  as  I  could  wish  ;  but  they  soon  get 
«  tired  with  difiiculties,  and  go  and  come  in  such  irregu- 
**  lar  bodies,  that  I  can  make  no  calculations  on  the  strength 
**  of  my  army,  nor  direct  any  future  operations  that  can 
**  ensure  me  the  means  of  success.  At  this  time,  1  have 
'*  not  above  eight  or  nine  hundred  of  them,  30  of  whom 
**  are  Caroliuiaos,  notwithstanding,  there  have  been  near 
**  5,0U0  in  motion,  within  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  A 
«*  force  fluctuating  in  this  manner,  can  only  serve  to  des- 
**  troy  the  wealth  of  our  country,  without  promising  the 
*^  most  distant  hope  of  success,  when  opposed  to  an  enemy 
«  regulated  by  discipline,  and  made  formidable  by  the  su- 
**  periority  of  their  numbers."  And  he  adds  :  "  Hitherto 
*•'  1  have  been  obliged  to  practise  tliat  by  finesse,  which  I 
*'  dare  not  attempt  by  force.  1  know  the  people  have  been 
**  in  anxious  suspense,  waiting  the  eveut  of  an  action  ;  but, 
*'  let  the  consequence  of  censure  be  what  it  may,  nothing 
*'  shall  hurry  me  into  a  measure  that  is  not  suggested  by 
**  prudence,  or  connected  with  the  interest  of  the  depart- 
**  ment  in  which  1  have  the  honour  to  command. — Gene- 
*<  ral  Caswell,  witli  a  considerable  body  of  Carolina  mili- 
*'  tia,  and  Colonel  Campbell  with  th(  Viri^inia  I'egulai's,  I 
**  expect  will  join  the  army  tomorrow.  Wlien  tliis  force 
«  arrives,  I  am  in  hopes  to  dispose  of  my  troops  in  sueh  a 
<<  manner  as  to  be  able  to  encumber  the  enemy  with  a  num- 
"  ber  of  wounded  men." 

Such  was,  at  this  time,  the  situation  of  General  Greene  ; 
and  sueh  his  determination.  A  fe  v  days  greatly  increased 
his  numbers.  General  Luwsou  joined  him  with  about 
five  hundred  Virginia  militia:  Builerand  Eaton  brought 
to  his  aid  what  bodies  of  North-Carolina  militia  they  had 
been  able  to  collect.  From  IMontgomery,  Colonel  Preston 
came  with  three  hundred  intrepid  mountaineers  :  Colonel 
Campbell  was  disappointed  in  his  patriotic  exertions  to 
raise  a  large  cori)S  of  riflemen  ;  he  could  procure  sixty  on- 
ly ;  but  their  hearts  were  stout,  and  their  fire  unerring. 
Colonel  Lynch  appeared  with  three  hundred  men  from 
Bedford.  These  and  other  reinforcenjents,  as  they  fur- 
nished Greene  with  some  of  (he  data  of  victory,  inspired 
him  with  confidence  ;  and  every  thing  indicated  the  ap- 
proach of  a  general  action. 

Lee  and  Pickens  had  closely  followed  Tarleton  over  the 
Haw.  While  Mieditaling  the  surprize  of  his  corps,  a  sin- 
gular incident  threw  another  victim  in  their  way.  Colo- 
nel PtIc,  a  zealous  loyalist,  had  collected  about  four  hun- 
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dred  disaffected  militia,  and  wislied  to  place  them  under    CHAP. 
Tarletun's  auspices.      For  this  purpose,  he 'had  dispatch-    XVIII. 
ed  two  younj^  men  to  find  out  the  eneawprment  of  the  Bri- 
tish lesjion.     These  messengers  fell  in  with  Lieutenant  Co-  ~' 
louel  Lee  and  his  dragoons.     Mistaking  the  American  for      ^j^^ 
the  British  partizan,  they  respeelfully  communicated  the 
object  of  their  errand  ;  and  (he  rencounter  was  so  managed  Lee  strike* 
by  Lee,  as  to  place  in  his  power  the  whole  assemblage  of  Pyle'sRoy. 
loyalists,  and  with  them  their  obnoxious  leader.     To  dis-  ^^  ""'itia. 
arm  or  disperse  them,  was,  at  first,  the  only  measure  inten-  Feb'r.  25. 
ded  ;  but  the  advance  of  the  militia  under  Pickens  having 
produced  a  partial  discovery,  and  drawn  the  fire  of  some  a- 
mong  the  loyalists,  a  conilict  ensued,  in  which  ninety  of  the 
disaffected  were  killed — and  many  were  severely  wounded. 
Pyle  himself  was  left  for  dead  on  the  field,  but  afterwards 
recovered,     Lee  has  been  wrongly  charged  with  inhuma- 
nity on  this  occasion  :*  the  conflict  was  begun  by  the  royal 
militia  ;  and  the  American  cavalry,  had  a  hot  pursuit  been 
ordered,  might  have  annihilated  the  whole  body  of  the 
routed  and  fleeing  loyalists.       This  occurrence  prevented 
Lee  from  striking  Tarleton  ;  but  it  broke  in  that  quarter, 
at  least,  the  rising  spirit  of  disaffection.     Cornwallis  ap- 
prized of  Tarleton's  danger,  and  unwilling  again  to  trust 
his  rash  impetuosity,  recalled  him  to  Hillsborough  by  three 
successive  messengers.     He  had,  in  this  expedition,  been 
from  fancied  security,  unusually  incautious,  and  more  than 
once  perfectly  assailable. 

Before  the  time  stated  in  his  proclamation,  Cornwallis 
left  Hillsborough,  crossed  the  Ilaw,  and  en«^amped  on  Al- 
lemance  creek.  Want  of  provisions  was  the  imperious  mo- 
tive for  this  retrogade  movement.  Greene  also  crossing 
the  Haw  towards  i(s  source,  took  a  position  between  Trou- 
blesome creek  and  Reedy-Fork.  The  light  corps  under 
AVilliams  was  again  interposed  between  the  main  army  and 
the  foe  ;  and  again  it  proved  eminently  serviceable — con- 
fining the  British  within  narrow  limits-^intercepting  their 
scouts  and  foragers — and  striking  terror  into  the  loyalists 
by  distant  and  tinexpected  excursions.  To  free  himself 
from  these  troublesome  and  galling  neighbours,  Cornwa?- 
lis,  on  the  6th  of  March,  advanced  towards  Reedy-Fork, 
This  movement  produced  a  sharp  skirmish  at  Wetzell's 
mill,  between  the  riflemen  of  the  American  light  corps,  and 
the  British  troops  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Webster. 
Greene,  yet  inferior  in  numbers,  Avas  unwilling  to  hazard 
a  general  action  :  accordingly,  he  often  changed  his  posi- 
tion. At  this  time,  instead  of  marching  to  the  assistance 
of  Williams,  he  retreated  over  (he  Haw  to  the  Iron  Works  * 
on  Troublesome  creek. — Cornwallis  tlien  returned  towards 
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CHAP.    Guilford  Conrt  house,  and  finallv  encamped  neartlie  Qaa- 
XVllI.    ker's  meeting  house  in  the  forks  of  Deep  river.     In  tJjis 
,  interval,  General  Greene,  reinforced  by  the  accessions  of 
troops  already  mentioned,  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  ap- 
proached within  eight  miles  of  the  British  camp.     Uisin* 
tention  was  to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy,  on  ground  selected 
by  himself.     He  wished  to  employ  without  delay  the  mili- 
tia that  had  just  joined  him,  well  knowing  the  precarious 
nature  of  their  services  ;  he  was  al&o  sensible  that  success 
on  the  side  of  the  Americans  must  utterlv  ruin  the  foe, 
"whereas  if  victory  declared  fur  theBriiiKli,  it  would  only 
prove  a  partial  evil  to  the  country.     The  baggage  had  been 
deposited  at  the  lioa  MoiUs,  a  place ol  security,  ten  miles 
in  thercfir,  lO  which,  in  the  ever. t  ttf  a  defeat,  the  troops 
were  directed  to  rendezvous.     Stationed  vn  ground  judici- 
oush  chosen,  Greene  was  apprefiensive.  lest   the  enemy 
should   not  attack  him.     Cornwalli''  however,  soufi,hf  bat- 
tle wiili  coriespoudtnt  eagerness.     Having  previousl^y  sent 
liis  waggon  and  ba.i,gi.ge  to  Belle's  niills  on  Deep  river,  un- 
der a  strong  escort,  the  British  General  put  his  army  in 
Marchl5.     motion  about  day-break,  on  the  i5tli.  either  fo  meet  the 
Americans  in  the  way,  or  to  attack  them  in  (heir  encantp- 
ment.     Of  this  movement,  Grr«ne  was  earlv  lipprized,  and 
accordingly  prepared  for  battle.     'J'he  whole  of  his  army. 
Tank  and  file,  amounted  to  4  thousand  2  hundred  and  sixty- 
one.     The  cavaliy  incliKled  in  this  number,  did  not  exceed 
188 — the  Continental  ii  iantr>  consisted  of  1490  :  the  resi- 
due was  militia.     The  greater  part  of  the  circumjacent 
country  was  a  wilderness,  wi'b  a  few  cleared  fields  inter- 
spersed here  and  there.     Greene  drew  up  his  army  on  a 
large  woody  eminence,   surrounded  by  other  eminences, 
mostly  covered  with  timber  and  thick  under  brush.     Three 
lines  were  formed  :  the  front  line  consisting  of  the  North 
Carolina  militia,  under  Eaton  and  Butler;  the  second  line 
of  Virginia  militia,   commanded  by  Stevens  and  Lnwson  ; 
the  3d  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  Continentals,  under 
Huger  and  Williams.     On  the  right  fiank.  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Washlngion  was  posted  with  his  dragoons,  a  detach- 
ment of  light  infantry,  and  a  regiment  of  riftemen  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Lynch  ;  while  the  left  flank  was  cover- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee  with  his  legion,  a  party  of 
light  infantry,    and  a  corps  of  riflemen,  under  Colonel 
Campbell. — The  first  line,  supported  by  two  field  pieces, 
occupied  the  skirts  of  the  woods  ;  a  fence  ran  parallel  Mith 
their  front ;  and  before  it  was  an  open  field      About  300 
yards  in  the  rear,  stood  the  second  line,  in  the  midst  of  the 
'  woods  ;  and,  at  the  same  distarce  behind,  where  the  emi- 
nence drew  to  a  point,  the  Coi  tinentals  presented  a  double 
front.     Vei'y  early  in  the  mmning,  the  advance  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  fell  in  with  Lee's  corps.     Tarleton  was  compell- 
ed to  retire  with  some  loss ;  and  in  an  attempt  to  separate 
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him  from  the   main  army,   the   American   cavalry  was   CHAP. 
chapgefl,  at  the  Quaker's  meetinc;- house,  hy  the  British    XVIIL 
guar^ls  who  had  just  reached  it.     The  \es;ion  infantry  and  ^^^^ 
the   riflemen  under  Campbell,  immediately  eoniia;^  up, 
poured  on  the  guards  a  quick  and  well  tlireeted  fire.     As      j^TSl 
Cornwallis  was  close  in  the  rear  of  his  advance,  a  retreat 
was  deemed  expedient :  it  was  eifeeted  in  perfect  order  hy 
the  li.^ht  infantry  and  the  riflemen,  under  thp  protection  of 
the  cavalry.     In  the  first  of  these   skirmishes,   Tarleton 
was  wounded,  some  of  his  dragoons  killed  aidsome  taken  ; 
not  a  single  American  soldier  or  horse  was  injureil  ;  iii  "«he 
second,  both  sides  sulft-reil ;  the  British  more  than  J  lie  A- 
mericans. — As  soon  as  the  enemy's  van  a!)peared  on  the 
great  Salisbury  road,  the  action  comuieni-ed  by  a  eannori- 
ade  which  continued  for  about  30   minutes-     Cornwallis 
then  formed  his  army  into  tl>ree  columns  for  tlie  attack. 
The  right  consisted  of  a  British  and  a  German  re-iment, 
led  on  by  Leslie,  and  supported  by  a  battalion  of  the  ejuarfls  : 
the  left  of  two  Britisn  regiments  commanded  by  Webster, 
and  supported  by  tb?  grenadiers,  -and  another  battalion  of 
the  guarfls,  under  O'flara.       In  the  reenter  was  the  artil- 
lery, with  the  light  iui'aotry  of  the  guards  and  the  Yogers. 
Tarleton,  with  his  cavalry,  formed  a  corps  of  o'jserv.itiott 
in  the  rear.       With  the  stea<ly  and  deliberate  step  of  vete- 
rans, the  British  moved  onward.     Notwithstanding  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  position,  the  North  Ciirolina  militia  soon 
relinciuished  their  ground. — Some  fired  once  when  the  ene- 
my came  within  long  shot ;  some  gave  a  second  fire  ;    but 
many  did  not  even  discharge  their  loaded  mu<ikets.     Their 
flight  was  as  rapid  as  it  was  ignominious.     N<»  intreaty,  no 
threat  of  the  Generals  and  fiehl  officers,  could  induce  them 
to  face  the  enemy.     A  few  only  of  Raton's  brigade,  scorn- 
ing a  disgraceful  safety,  maintained  their  ground  with  the 
riflemen  under  Campbell  and  Lee's  legion.   This  compelled 
L'^slie  to  bring  his  support  into  action — the  regiment  of 
Germans  and  the  guards,  he  left  to  manage  this  part  of  the 
contest,  and  hims«'!f  advanced  with  the  residue  of  his  com- 
mand, against  the  2d  American  line,  already  engagrd  with 
Webster.     The  militia  under  Stevens  and  Lawson,  uninflu- 
en<3ed  by  the  ^lameful  panic  of  the  front  line,  made  a  noble 
stand.    The  brave  Stevens,  overjoyed  at  this  opportunity  of 
effacing  the  disgrace  of  Camden,  animated  his  men  by  his 
words,  but  stii!  more  by  his  example  :  resolved  to  make  e- 
ven  the  timid  perform  their  dntj ,  he  had  posted  at  a  pro- 
per distance  in  his  rear,  several  riflemen,  with  peremptory 
orders,  to  shoot  any  of  his  militia  that  should  attempt  to 
escape  before  a  retreat  was  ordered.     Lieutenan':  Colonel 
Washington  brought  Lynch's  riflemen  against  Webster's 
flank  ;  but  O'llara  came  up,  and  forced  them  to  give  way. 
The  British  then  uniting  their  efforts  against  Lawson  and 
Stevens,  and  charging  their  militia  with  fixed  bayonets, 
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CHAP.    dpoTe  back  the  second  line,  after  an  obstinate  conflict.    Ste- 
XVIH.    vens  had  received  a  ball  through  bis  thigh ;  and  this  cir- 

cumstance,  no  doubt,  accelerated  the  retreat  of  his  bi  igade. 

'"  But  here  at  least,  he  cnjo;^'ed  the  soothing  retlecJion  that 

his  men  had  displayed  an  honourable  firmness^  and  consi- 
derably contribute*!  to  maim  a  proud  enemy. 

The  3rd  line  still  remained  ;  and  it  was  composed  of  the 
I  elite  of  the  Southern  army.     On  its  exertions,    tberelore, 

Greene  rested  his  hopes  of  ultimate  victory.  Webster  ad- 
vanced against  the  right  of  the  Continentals,  consisting  of 
thei^t  regiment  of  Marvlarid,  supported  1-y  Ha>\e's  regi- 
ment of  Virginia,  and  Kirkswood's  company  of  Drlavvaies. 
Meeting  with  a  stern  reception,  he  quickly  drew  ba^k. 
The  British  guards  were  brought  to  his  support  :  and  the 
renewed  attack  was  now  directed  against  ihe  s«  condlVlary- 
land  regiment,  stationed  on  the  left  of  (he  firsi.  and 
strengthened  by  two  six  pounders-  Struck  with  unaccoun- 
table alai'm,  this  regiment  precipitately  gave  wav,  and  a- 
bandoned  to  the  assailants  the  two  field  pieces.  The  first 
Maryland  regiment,  and  AVashington's  corps,  now  turned 
upon  Wehsto*.  The  contest  was  fierce  and  bloody  :  the  ar- 
,  V  y  tillery  was  recovered  ;  and  Lord  Cornwallis  himself  was 
\\  accidentally  saved  from  becoming  AVashington's  prisoner. 

To  stop  th^  ardent  puisuit  of  the  Americans,  tlte  fire  of 
the  British  artillery  was  poured  on  frieni's  as  well  as  foes. 
In  the  mean  time  Hawe's  regiment  and  Kirk  wood's  compa- 
ny were  warmly  engaged  with  part  of  Webster's  command; 
nor  had  the  contest  ceased  between  the  German  regiment 
and  Lee's  infantry,  supported  by  Campbell's  rillemen. 
This  portion  of  the  American  army,  after  manfully  sup-^ 
porting  a  sharp  and  seperate  conflict,  retreated  in  good  or- 
der to  Guilford  Court-house,  where  it  joined  the  Gene- 
ral. 

Greene  was  desirous,  even  at  the  price  of  a  partial  defeat, 
^eatTtoUie  ^®  ^"Pple  his  adversary's  arnsy,  but  he  was  unwilling  to 
Reedv-rork  hazard  the  annihilation  of  troops  on  which  the  fate  of  the 
and  thence     South  depended.     AVhen,  therefore,   he  perceived  the  ig- 
\vork^'^"     nominious  flight  of  the  fiist  line,  and  of  the  second  Mary- 
land regiment ;  the  enemy  encircling  his  Continentals  ;  and 
Lee's  corgs  exposed  to  utter  destruction,  he  thought  it  ad- 
-visable  to  order^Tetreat.      Tliis  was  cflTeeted  in  admira- 
ble order.     Behind  Reedy-Fork,  the  Anieriean    General 
halted  to  collect  his  stragglers,  after  which  he  leisurely 
^  retired  to  the  Irnn- works,  on  Troublesome  Creek.     Corn- 

wallis found  himself  unable  to  urge  a,pursuit. 

British  historians  have  justly  besJ owed  a  fervid  tribute 
of  praise  on  their  gallant  troops  for  the  perseverance  and 
intrepidity  which  they  displayed  in  the  battle  near  Guil- 
joTfl  Court-house. — If  we  consider  the  eventual  nullitv  ot* 
the  ISorth  Carolina  militia,  and  of  the  2d  Marvland  rcgi- 
luent :  the  ill  effects  which  Uieir  shameful  conduct  was 
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calculated  to  produce ;  the  superiority  of  British  discipline,    CHAP. 
and  British  weapons,  we  will  find  much  applause  likewise     XVIII. 
due  lo  tltul  part  of  ihe  American  aruiy,  which  so  ohstinate- 
ly  ntuintaiued  the  ai'duous  and  bloody  contest.     The  selec- 
tion of  (he  ground,  the  arrangement  of  the  troops,  belong- 
ed to  the  General.     To  the  men  must  be  atiribuied  that 
severity  of  resistance  which  induced  Mr.  Fox  emphatical- 
ly to  declare  in  the  British  Parliament  that  ••  such  another 
victory    would  destroy   the  British  army."     Cornwallis 
found  himself  couipelled  by  the  diaiinution  of  his  force*  not 
to  venture  upon  a  new  conHie.t.     He  could  not  even  pre- 
serve the  ground  which  he  had  gained.     In  a  few  days» 
was  exhibited  the  singular  spectabie  of  a  victor  in  distress 
— retiring  precipitately  from  the  theatre  of  his  triumph, 
before  his  vanquished  enemy,  in  high  spirits,  and  closely 
pressing  on  his  rear.    For  the  double  purpose  of  security  Comwallis 
and  subsistence,  Ld.  Cornwallis  resolved  to  march  to  Cross-  ^f^iresto 
Creek,  a  settlement  where  he  entertained  hopes  of  meet-  creek,  and 
ing  with  abundance  and  support.     Before  he  put  his  troops  thence  to 
in  motion,  he  proclaimed  his  late  victory — calling  on  all  Wiimmg. 
loyal  subjects  for  immediate  aid  in  restoring  order  and  re- 
gular goverHment — and  liberally  promising  pardons  with- 
in a  certain  date. — Such  of  his  wounded  as  could  not  be 
moved,  he  consigned  to  the  humanity  of  General  Greene ; 
and  proceeded  towards  the  friendly  settlement  at  Cross- 
Creek  by  slow  and  easy  marches.     Greene  followed  him 
as  far  as  Ramsay's  mills  on  Deep  river  ;  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances delayed  his  advance,  and  prevented  the  attack, 
which  he  certainly  contemplated  on  the  crippled  and  re- 
tiring foe. — Passing  Deep  river  on  a  bridge  hastily  erec- 
ted for  that  purpose,  the  British  General  marched  to  Cross- 
Creek,  where  his  expectations  of  comfort,  repose,  and  suc- 
cour were  sorely  disappointed. — To  Wilmington,  there- 
fore, he  now  turned  his  eyes  and  directed  his  march — Ma- 
jor Craig  had  collected  there  plentiful  supplies  of  every 
description — Cornwallis  reached  that  place  on  the  7th  of 
April,  and  his  troops  were,  at  length,  permitted  to  enjoy  a 
short  intermission  of  their  long  and  fruitless  toils. 


ton. 


•  Probable  account  of  the  British  army  engaged,  2,000— with  the  bag- 
gage 400. 


British — 532  killed  and  woun-lcd. 
Colonel  Stuart — Colonel  O'H.ira, 
Col.  Webster — Capt   Maynard, 

and  many  other  officers  killed 

or  mortally  wounded. 
Tlie  subsequent  measures  of  Corn- 
wallis, proved  this  calculation  to 
be  ratlicr  under  than  over  his  re- 
al loss. 


Americans — Continentals— ^326  kill- 
ed, wounded  and  missing. 

Major  Anderson,  &  Capt.  llarrett  (of 
Wasiiington's  cavalry)  killed,  &c. 

Gen.  Huger  and  Capt.   Fauntleroy 
v/ounded. 

Militia. 

Killed— 4  Captains — 17   privates. — 

Wounded — Gen.  Stevens — 1  Major 
— 3  Captains — 8  Subalterns — 60 
priv.it es     TJie  Americans  lost  4 
field-pieces. 
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CHAP.        The   American  army  had  halted    at  Ramsay's   mills. 

X>  II J.     That  place  ottered  do  advantage  similar  to  those  which  liie 

British  troops  now  possessed,     in  a  country  naturally  bar- 

■■  len,  and  at  this  fime  almost  exhausted,  provisions  were 

seanty— andno  supplies  of  clothing  could  he  procured,  yet 

not  a  murmur  ^as  heard  among  the   troops.     They  had 

Greenefol-    been  SO  long  inured  to  deprivations  and  hardship,  that  the 

lows  him  as  very  ideas  of  ease  and  couifoil  seemed  banished  from  their 

far  as  Ram-  „^ij*  jg^    rJ^^^^^  exam pie  of  1  heir  beloved  General,  who  cheer- 

coy  a  rnijj.s  »  • 

'   fully  participated  iu  all  their  sutferiogs,  made  patience  aa 
honour,  as  well  as  a  duty.  ' 

Then  At  Ramsay's  mills,  it  was  necessary  that  General  Greene 

marches  in-  shouhl  determine  on  a  plan  of  future  operations  ;  and  the 
to  s  Caro-    ^^.^^-^^  (,f  ,|,af  ,,lan  must  evidently  be  to  effect,  with  the  ex- 
^^  isiin.;;  means,  as  much  good  as  possible  in  the  Southern  de- 

partment. After  that  full,  deliberate  and  mature  investi- 
gation, which  the  momentous  subject  invited,  Greene  re- 
solved immediately  to  carry  the  war  into  South  Carolina. 
The  imusu; e,  he  conceived,  would  release  both Nortli  Ca- 
rolina and  Virginia — maintain  in  Souih  Carolina  the  s(  rong 
spirit  of  opposition — and  wrest  from  the  British  post  aiter 

post — even,  wiih  the  aid  of  famine,  Charleston  itself. 

Georgia  wus  not  forgotten  in  tliis  plan  ;  but  its  recovery 
was  a  more  distant  object;  and  would  necessarily  follow 
that  of  the  Carolinas.  Greene  scarcely  enteitained  a 
doubt  of  drawing  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Camden  by  this 
movement.  His  principal  anxiety  was  to  strike  Rawdon, 
before  he  sh'Uild  be  reinforced.  A  possibility  existed  that 
the  British  General  should  march  into  Virginia.  In  this 
case,  Greene's  immediate  views  would  be  facilitated  ;  and 
it  was  probable  that  in  these  protracted  and  unprofitable 
toils,  Cornwallis  would  waste  his  strength  to  such  a  degree, 
as  ultimately  to  present  him  an  almost  defenceless  victim 
to  the  Southern  army.  There  was  danger  of  British  in- 
jjiry,  but  not  of  British  conquest.  The  conilict  was  stub- 
born and  hopeless  to  Britain.  To  judge  of  the  future  by 
the  past,  if  Cornwallis  marched  into  Virginia,  he  would 
conquer  only  the  successive  encampments  of  his  troops,  and 
retain  none  but  his  last  post,  if  even  that.  In  Virginia,  the 
public  mind  was  almost  undivided — The  alienated  aifeeti- 
ons  of  the  people  could  not  he  recovered  by  violence  and 
terror.  A  war  against  opinions  and  feelings,  was  not  to 
be  terminated  like  other  wars,  by  victories  obtained  in  the 
field  :  all  America  was  a  vast  camp  :  all  her  citizens  were 
soldiers.  Nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  but  a  sudden 
and  radical  change  in  opinion  ;  and  such  a  change  was  not 
probable.  In  the  places  occupied  by  the  foe,  timidity 
might  assume  the  language  of  loyalty  :  but  action  would 
not  confirm  it.  Republicanism  preserving  a  stern  silence, 
or  boldly  avowing  unconquerable  hostility,  would  ever  be 
ready  to  act.     So  long  as  the  baauers  of  the  country  should 
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wave  in  the  iavaded  State,  (liere  would  be  patriots  enough    CHAP. 
to  join  t)i;Mn  ;   whereas  (he  pompous  proclamations  of  trie     XVIJI. 
Bi'iiisii  General,  his  profuse  offers  of  pardons,  his  appeals 
to  ihe  fears  of  some,  and  to  the  prejudices  of  others,  would  ■ 

be,  as  they  had  hitherto  been,  impotent  aud  unavailing*,  i-'^i 

Under  these  and  other  inlluential  impressions,  Greene 
ordered  Loe  with  his  lej»ion,  and  Captain  Oldham's  de- 
ta^'hment  of  Maryland  Continentals,  to  precede  the  main 
army  and  join  Marion,  to  whom  he  eommunica(ed  his 
plan,  accompanied  with  correspondent  instructions.  To 
Sumpter  and  Pickens,  the  General  likewise  imparted  his 
design.  The  first  was  desired  to  join  the  army  on  its  ap- 
proach to  Camden,  and  the  second  to  invest  Ninety  Six,  so 
as  to  leave  Jiawdon  unassisted  from  that  quarter.  Lee,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  took  his  departure  on  the  6ih  of 
April,  inclining  toAvards  Cross  Creek,  in  order  to  deceive 
Cornwallis  as  to  the  real  ohjeet  of  the  march.  The  next 
day,  the  whole  army  moved  towards  Camden, 

The  intelligence  of  (his  hold  measure,  which  he  received  Cornwallis 
after  Greene  had  already  made  some  i)rogress,  gave  Corn-  to  ViSil' 
wallis  considerable  anxiety.  He  feared  for  Rawdon  ;  and 
was  alarmed  for  himself,  should  he  march  into  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  find  Greene  successful,  and  reinforced  by  a  nu- 
merous militia,  able  and  eager  to  intercept  his  route,  cut  off 
his  subsistence,  and  render  useless  the  discipline  and  valour 
of  his  troops. — with  a  retrograde  motion,  apparent  disgrace 
was  connected  :  Cornwallis,  theri  fore,  ultimately  resolved 
to  march  from  Wilmington  into  Virginia,  and  join,  at  Pe- 
tersburg, the  British  force  already  in  that  State.  Tliis  ad- 
vance, he  bought,  would  draw  Gciieral  Greene  back  to 
the  Northward ;  oi  perhaps,  be  attended  with  still  more 
important  effects.  On  the  25th  of  April,  the  British  army  April  25. 
left  the  vicinity  of  Capefear,  and  moved  towards  Halifax. 
Leutenant  Colonel  Tarleton,  and  Colonel  Hamilton,  of 
North-Carolina,  with  their  respective  corp?,  preceded  the 
main  body.  The  British  legion  broke  into  occasional  e- 
rormities  which  even  the  well  timed  seveiity  of  Lord  cWn- 
wallis  could  scarcely  restrain.  The  British  General,  in- 
structed by  the  stern  lessons  of  experience,  saw  the  neces- 
sity of  restraining  his  troops  to  the  moderation  of  civilised 
war,  but  the  legion,  demoralized  by  habitual  lieenliousncss 
and  barbarity,  mocked  discipline  and  pow  er.  In  his  march 
Cornwallis  njet  with  no  opposition  sufficient  even  to  retard 
its  celerity  :  the  Fords  on  the  intervening  rivers,  were  se- 
cured by  the  advanced  corps  under  Tarleton  and  Hamil- 
ton, andbySimcoe,  Svhora  Arnold  had  detached  for  <hat 
purpose,  with  the  Queen's  rangers.  On  thcSOlh  of  May, 
Cornwallis  entered  Petersburg. 
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The  General  Assembly  liad  seperated  on  ilie  second  of    CHAP. 
January,  at  the  approach  of  the  pan'ici<le  Arnold.     The       XIX. 

critical  situation  of  the  country  again  called  fogethep  the   

fathers  of  «he  State,  on  the  1st  of  March.     The  House  of  " 

Delegates  elected  U.  H.  L*.'e  their  Speaker.  The  session  ^«g^ 
was  short,  and  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  tlie  exigencies 
of  the  moment.  Legislative  provision  was  made  for  rai-  procted- 
sing  turo  legions,  each  of  which  should  consist  of  six  com-  ingsoi  the 
panics  of  infantry,  and  one  troop  of  horse.  '\  he  rules  of  General  Ab- 
Continental  service  and  all  the  articles  of  war,  were  exten-  ^^^  ^' 
ded  to  the  militia,  and  martial  law  established  within  20  March. 
miles  of  the  American  and  the  hostile  camp.  The  recruit- 
ing service  was  invigorated  by  further  encouragements. — 
The  Governor  was  empowered  to  call  into  the  field  sudi 
numbers  of  militia  as  circumstances  might  require  ;  to  im- 
press provisions,  horses,  cloathing,  accoutrements,  boats^ 
Vessels,  waggons,  and  negroes  to  serve  as  pioneers  ;  to  ap- 
prehend disaffected  persons  ;  to  send  nonjurors  into  the 
enemy's  lines  ;  and  to  punish  opposition  to  military  laws, 
with  the  loss  of  all  civil  rights.  For  the  speedy  trial  of 
certain  offenders,  the  establishment  of  commissions  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  was  directed  ;  and  the  Executive  were  au- 
thorised to  discontinue,  if  necessary.  State  Quarter  Masters 
and  Commissaries,  and  to  place  the  resources  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  hands  of  Continental  staff-officers.  The 
certificates  given  to  citizens  for  impressed  property  were 
made  receivable  in  lieu  of  specifics  to  be  contributed,  ac- 
cording to  law.  by  those  citizens.  The  resource  of  paper 
emissions  were  again  recurred  to,  because  no  other  me- 
thod of  providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  times  could  be 
devised  ;  the  Treasurer  was  consequently  directed  to  emit 
120,000,000,  and  the  Gavernor  authorised  to  issue  Z5,000, 
000  more,  in  bills  to  be  redeemed  in  1792,  by  means  of  an 
assessment  on  property.  The  depreciation  had  nearly 
reached  its  acme,  and  we  will  see  the  paper  currency  ex- 
pire in  the  course  of  the  present  year.* 

Among  the  eflbris  made  by  Congress  to  give  efficacy  to 
the  Continental  government,  was  a  resolution  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  respective  States  to  vest  in  «he  fedi'val  Council, 
a  power  to  levy  far  the  use  of  the  Union,  a  duty  of  5  per 
cent  adTnlorcm  on  i>nports  and  prize  goods.  This,  it  was 
presu'.icd,  would  constitute  a  permanent,  produttive  and 
vivifying  fund.  Devotcdness  to  the  general  good  had  late- 
ly induced  Virginia  to  sacrifice  her  western  possessions  ; 
shenowv»ith   eqiral  liberality,  acceded  to  tlie  wishes  of 


•  The  \-arvinf^  increase  of  tlie  depreciation  ]iad  induced  the  Assemblj- 
to  allow  a  certain  quantity  of  tobacco  to  each  public  officer,  m  lieu  of  a 
salary  in  paper  money.  At  this  time,  ('larch)  the  depreciation  was  a- 
boui  90  for  1.  It  increased  to  IDOO  for  1,  when  the  paper  currency  dic<l 
awav. 
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Congi*ess  in  respect  to  the  contemplated  duty,  excepting 
from  its  operation  arms,  ammunition,  cloathingand  otlier 
articles  connected  whU  the  support  of  the  war,  and  im- 
ported for  llie  United  Stales,  or  any  of  them.  To  this  he- 
neficial  and  salutary  plan,  however,  the  concurrent  assent 
of  all  the  Slates  couhl  not  he  ohtained. 

After  these  Legislative  provisions,  the  session  termina- 
ted. The  Assemhly  met  again  at  Kiihmond  on  the  7th 
day  of  May  ;  but  the  movements  of  Phillips  and  Cornwal- 
lis, evideLitly  threatening  the  Metropolis,  the  members 
present  on  the  10th,  adjourned  the  house  until  the 
2ith,  then  to  meet  at  Charlotfesvil.'e.  Letters  were  ac- 
cordingly dispatched  to  the  absent  members,  requiring 
their  punetuai  attendance  at  that  time  and  place. 

Vevy  few  days  elapsed  between  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  at  Petersburg,  and  the  eommencement  of  his 
offensive  operations.  He  crossed  .Tames  river  at  Wcsto- 
ver,  employing  nearly  three  days  in  the  transportation  of 
his  army  across  that  >vidc  stream.  Three  regiments  under 
Leslie  had  just  arriied  from  New  York.  One  of  these 
joined  Cornwallis  ;  the  residue  of  the  reinforcement  was 
ordered  to  Portsmouth,  and  tiie  defence  of  that  post  en- 
trusted to  Leslie.  Arnold,  weary  of  hair  breath  escapes, 
and  prohal>!y  conscious  of  the  jealousy  and  disgust  with 
which  he  was  v  iewetl  by  the  proud  victors  of  Camden  and 
Guilford,  r.jturned  to  New  York.  The  devastation  of  his 
native  State  was  reserved  for  the  infuriated  traitor — but 
the  smiles  of  royalty*  could  restore  neither  serenity  to  his 
breast,  nor  splendor  to  his  fame. 

Cornwallis  exulted  in  the  superiority  of  his  numbers  o- 
ver  those  of  La  Fayette.  Flushed  witli  hopes  of  a  brilliant 
campaign,  and  confident  of  his  m^•ditated  victim,  he  wrote 
to  England  ''  the  boy  cannot  escape  me."  Here  we  will 
again  introduce  one  of  those  letters  wliidi  bring  the  rea- 
der into  contact  with  time  and  ciicumstanees,  and  better 
than  regular  narrative,  exhibit  the  shape,  substance  and 
complexion  of  affairs.     '•  1  have  just  been  a«!vised,  the  Go- 

<  vernor  of  Yirginia  writes  to  (he  commander  in  Chief,  on 

*  the28lh  of  M.iy,  that  the  Brilish  have  evacuated  Peters- 

<  burg,  been  joined  by  a  considerable  reinforcement  from 

*  New  York,  and  crossed  Jan^es  river  at  Westover.     They 

<  were,  on  the  26th  instant,  three  miles  advanced  towards 

<  Riehm«>nd,  at  which  place  Major  General,  the  Manjuis 

<  Fayette,  lay  with  3000  men,  regulars  and  militia  ;  that 

*  being  the  whole  numher  we  could  arm,  until  the  arrival 
'  of  the  liOO  stand  of  arms  from  Rhode  Island,  which  are 

*  about  this  time  at  the  place  where  our  public  stores  are 


*  The  King  of  England  desirei^  his  special  approbation  to  be  notified  to 
B.  General  Arnold,  for  his  bravery,  skill  he.  in  the  great  Tobacco  \  "ar  &c. 
(See  Remembr:incer  ior  1781.) 
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deposited.   The  whole  force  of  the  enemy  within  this    CHAP. 
State,  from  the  hest  intelligence  I  liave  been  able  to  get,      XIX. 

is,  1  think,  about  7000  men,  including  the  ganison  left  

at  Portsmouth.     A  number  of  privateers,  which  are  con-  == 

stantly  ravaging  the  shores  of  our  rivers,  prevent  us  from  f^^i 
receiving  any  aid  from  the  counties  lying  on  aavigable 
waters;  and  powerful  operations  meditated  against  our 
western  frontier,  by  a  joint  force  of  British  and  [ndian 
savages,  have,  as  your  Excellency  befcre  knew,  obliged 
us  to  enil)ody  between  two  and  three  thousand  men.  in 
that  quai'ter.  Your  Excellency  will  judge  from  this 
state  of  things,  and  from  what  vou  know  of  your  own 
country,  what  it  may  probably  suffer  during  the  piesent 
campaign.  Should  the  enemy  be  able  to  produce  no  op- 
port  uniiy  of  annihilating  the  Marquis's  army,  a  small 
proportion  of  their  force  may  yet  restrain  his  movements 
effectually,  while  the  greater  partis  employed  in  detach- 
ments to  waste  an  unarmed  country,  and  lead  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  acquiesce  under  those  events  which  they 
see  no  iur.nan  power  prepared  to  ward  off.  We  are  too 
far  removed  from  the  other  scenes  of  war,  to  say  whe- 
th«^r  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  be  within  this  State  ; 
But  1  suppose  they  cannot  any  where  spare  so  great  an 
army  for  the  operations  of  the  field.  Were  it  possible  for 
this  circumstance  to  justify  in  vour  Excellency,  a  deter- 
mination to  lend  us  \our  personal  aid,  it  is  evident  from 
the  universal  voice,  that  the  presence  of  their  beloved 
countryman,  whose  talentshaveso  long  been  successTully 
employed  in  establishing  the  freedom  of  kindred  States,  to 
Avhose  person  they  have  still  flattered  theniselves  they  re- 
tained some  right,  and  have  ever  looked  upon  as  tlieir  der- 
nier resort  in  distress;  that  your  appearanee,among  them 
I  say,  would  restore  full  confidence  of  salvation,  and 
would  render  them  equal  to  whatever  is  not  impossible. 
I  cannot  undertjike  to  foresee  and  obviate  the  difficulties 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  such  a  resolution.  The  >vhole 
subject  is  before  yon,  of  which  I  see  only  detached  parts 
— and  your  judgment  will  be  formed  on  a  view  of  the 
whole.  Should  the  danger  of  the  State  and  its  conse- 
quence to  the  Union,  be  such  as  to  render  it  best  for  the 
whole,  that  you  should  repair  to  its  assistance,  the  dilli- 
culty  would  then  be  how  to  keep  men  out  of  the  field.  I 
have  undertaken  to  hint  this  matter  to  your  Excellency, 
not  only  on  my  own  sense  of  its  importance  to  us.  but  at 
the  solicitation  of  many  members  of  weigljt  in  our  Le- 
gislature, Avhich  has  not  yet  assembled*  to  speak  their 

f ''' '; 

•  This  letter  is  dated  Charloftesrille,  Mav  28.  The  Lcc^islatm-e  hrd,  as 
we  have  seen,  adjourned  from  Riclimoiid  to  Charlottesville  on  the  24t!i  of 
May.  No  sufficient  mimber  attended  to  elect  a  Speaker  until  the  28th — 
the  day  when  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  this.  Mr.  Jefferson's  term  of  office  ex- 
pired on  Uie  kst  of  May. 
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La  Fayette 
retreats 
fiom  Rich- 
mond, 


*  own  desires.    A  few  days  will  brinj^  to  me  that  relief, 

*  which  the  constitution  has  prepared  for  tliose  oppressed 

*  with  the  labours  of  my  ofRce  :  and  a  long  declared  reso- 

*  tion  of  relinquishing  it  to  abler  hands,  has  prepared  my 

*  way  for  retirement  to  a  private  station  ;  still,  as  an  in- 

*  dividual,  i  should  feel  the  comfortable  effects  of  your  pre- 

*  sence.  and  have  (what  1  thought  could  not  have  been) 

*  an  additional  motive  for  that  gratituile,  esteem  and  res- 

*  peet  which  I  have  long  felt  for  your  Excellency." 

On  the  same  day.  Governor  JriFerson  addressed  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress;  his  letter  brielly  stated  the  situation 
of  Virginia,  and  concluded  in  these  words  .-  "  These  facts* 
*'  and  tliose  with  which  1  have  heiclofore  been  constrain- 
**  ed  to  trouble  your  Kxcelleney,  wiU  enable  Congress  to 
**  form  a  proper  judgment  of  the  situation  of  this  State, 
**  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  its  aid  as  its  circumstan- 
**  ces  may  require,  and  their  powers  effect." 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  regarding  all  America  as  his 
country,  and  employed  in  preparations  for  an  attack  upon 
New-York,  which,  he  thought,  would  determine  the  con- 
test, or,  at  least,  compel  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  recall  the 
detachments  now  overspreading  the  South,  could  not  ac- 
quiesce in  the  wishes  of  his  native  State  ;  but  his  eyes  were 
incessantly  turned  towaids  it  :  and  we 'will  soon  see  him 
concerting  aneJ  executing,  for  its  salvation,  a  most  happy 
and  decisive  plan. 

La  Fayette  veil  understood  his  situation.  Fervid  as  lila 
temper  wa«,  and  ihougii  he  pei'sonally  disregarded  danger, 
his  Judgment  taught  him  that  he  must  act  for  the  people, 
w  hose  cause  he  had  espoused,  and  not  for  himself.  To  re- 
serve his  small,  but  brave  army  for  future  service,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  protect  the  stores  on  which  the  ultimate 
success  of  J  he  struggle,  in  a  great  measure,  depended,  were 
the  objects  wliich  prr.dcnce  immediately  and  forcibly  sug- 
gested. To  these  objects  he  ought  to  confine  himself,  un- 
iii  the  arrival  of  Wayne,  and  tlic  proper  oigani/ation  of  the 
militia.  Of  tliis  he  was  duly  sensible,  am!  he  acted  accor- 
dingly. Retiring  frosn  his  position  below  Richmond,  he 
crossed  the  Chii  kafioniiuy,  and  advanced  towards  Frede- 
ricksburg. This  movement  brought  him  nearer  to  the  ex- 
pt'cted  reinroi'ceinent  under  Wayne,  and,  at  the  same  time 
covered  the  valiiahle  manulactoiy  of  arnrs  in  the  vicinity 
of  F:<!;tiouth.  Loud  and  pressing  was  the  cry  of  La  Fay- 
ette for  aid  of  every  sort ;  the  Asscuibly,  the  Governor, 
Steuben,  NiMsoji,  and  other  ])a<rioiic  ofiicers,  and  the  peo- 
ple tlicmsclves,  were  nil  eager  to  unite  their  efforts  against 
the  common  esjcmy  ;  but  the  natuie  of  the  country,  aud 
the  existing  stat<^  ofthings,  did  not  permit  tiiat  rapidity  and 
intensity  of  action  which  the  moment  requiri^d.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  .Tohn  IMerccr,  who  had,  from  the  first  year 
of  the  war  till  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  served  with  dis- 
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tioetion  and  applause  in  the  Northern  army,  and  after-    CHAP. 
wards  joiiicd  Luwson's  legionary  corps  dui'iiig  Leslie's  in-      XlX. 

vasion,  now  re-appeared  in  the  field.     Himself  glowing 

with  ardor  for  the  service  of  his  country,  he  kindled  in  the  ""^ 

youths  of  his  neighbourhood  a  correspondent  feeling,  and  178I. 
with  a  troop  of  Dragoons,  mounted  and  equipped  at  their 
own  expense,  joined  the  gallant  La  Fayette,  to  whom  no- 
thing could  be  more  welcome  than  such  a  corps,  especially 
for  the  purpose  of  observation.  Coinwallis  was  close  in 
his  rear.  Just  before  the  accession  of  Colonel  Mercer,  he 
had,  on  the  Northern  side  of  the  Paniunkey,  been  overta- 
ken by  a  detachment  of  the  Kntish  light  troops  under 
Tarletou.  .\s  he  advanced  througli  the  country,  Corn- 
wallis  siezed  on  all  the  valuable  horses  within  his  reach, 
and  was  thus  enabled  not  only  to  remount  his  cav-iliy,  but 
to  increase  their  numbers.  The  movements  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tarleton  became  from  ihis  circumstance  more  ra- 
pid and  more  forn^idablc  than  ever.  I^ed  by  the  appear- 
ance of  his  dragoons  to  suppose  the  main  body  of  the  pur- 
suing army  ready  to  attvick  him,  La  Fayette,  with  unsha- 
ken resolution,  though  with  presentiments  necessarily  of  a 
gloomy  nature,  drew  up  his  little  army  in  order  of  battle. 
The  arrival  of  Colonel  Mercer  soon  enabled  him  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  party  in  whose  near  approach  this  alarm  had 
originated,  was  only  a  large  patrole  ofTarleton's  horse, 
and  that  Cornwallis  himself  was  still  sufficiently  distant  to 
be  successfully  eluded.  Not  a  moment  was  lost.  Impar- 
ting to  his  movements  additional  vigor  and  celerity,  and  re- 
linquishing for  higher  objects  his  original  plan  of  assum- 
ing some  strong  position  whence  he  might  cover  Freder- 
icksburg and  the  manufactory  of  arms  in  the  neigiibour- 
hood  of  that  place,  he  rapidly  advaniicd  through  the  West- 
era  parts  of  Spottsylvania  county,  across  the  hca«l  waters 
of  the  Mattapony,  towards  the  point  where  he  iiaii  strong 
reasons  to  hope  that  a  junction  wiih  the  IVnnsylvania  line 
might  be  speedily  and  sal'ely  eifi'Cted.  For  some  time, 
Cornwallis,  eager  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  he  had  so 
confi«lently  given  ofnot  suftcring '■  the  boy"  to  escape,  con- 
tinued, but  continued  in  vain,  his  menacing  pursuit.  E- 
very  hour  increased  the  distance  between  his  adversary 
and  himself:  he  thei  ef  )ie,  turned  his  attention  to  other  ob- 
jects, which  he  probably  considere«l  as  equally  conducive 
to  the  final  iriu.nph  of  the  British  arms.  These  objecis  ^^'lismiiv 
were  to  harass  tlse  people  of  the  State  ;  to  terrify  them  in-  g„ffi  by 
to  submission  by  practically  bringing  to  their  viev/  his  C»rr.wani<>, 
power  and  his  deici-:nina(ion  to  injure,  and  their  own  vul- 
nerable, defenceless  condition  ;  to  desli'oy  those  resources 
which  had  hitherto  eluded  the  wide  spreading  fury  of  in- 
vading ;>rmies  ;  in  short,  to  detach  Virginians  frnm  their 
new  system  orgovernment  and  ihcir  new  rulers,  by  exhi- 
biting both  as  depJoraldv  inadetiuate  to  the  important  pur- 
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CHAP,    poses  of  military  resistance  and  national  proteclion.     Per- 
XIX.      haps,  too,  he  entei'tained  a  prouJ  liopc  of  anniiiilitiing,  at 
no  distant  day.  by  a  single  l)h»w,  sUiliully  aimed  and  sue- 
■-  cesstully  inllicted,  the  uaitcd  forces  of  Wayne  and  La  Fay- 

ette—  I  hope  further  eneouj'a;^cd  by  tbe  well  known  tem- 
per of  tbe  Pennsylvania  line  and  their  adventurois  com- 
mander. Wi;h  saeh  views  and  such  a  hope,  Cornwallisen- 
Who  sud-     caaiped  on  theXortU  Anna  in  the  county  of  Hanover.  Some 
dedy  iuiits   tiuis  befoic  this  halt,  wliilc  5'arlotoa  was  closely  pursuing 
and  alters     his  adversary,  one  of  bis  exploritii;  parties,  we  are  inforiti- 
Uis  plan.       gj  jj^,  Iiiuis«  if,*  intercepted  a  Courier,  conveying  letters 
from  the  Marquis  to  General  Greene,  Baron  Steuben  and 
Governor  Jeiferson.     In  the  ilespatch  addressed  to  the  lat- 
ter, La  Fayette  conipaj*ed  the  present  success  of  the  Bri- 
tish arms  in  Virginia,  with  the  invasion  of  the  Electorate 
of  Hanover  by  tlie  French  in  the  preceding  war,  and  he 
prophetically  announced  a  similar   rcriult,    if  the   people 
would  only  make  those  exertions  which  their  cause  deserv  = 
ed,  and  their  situation  required. 

lu  the  mean  time  Lord  Cornwaliis,  bent  on  the  executi- 
on of  the  predatory  plan  which  he  had  l.itely  formed,  made 
two  consitlerable  detach ments  from  his  army.  One  of 
these,  amounting  to  .'lOO  men,  partly  of  the  Queen's  ran- 
gers, infantry  and  cavalry,  and  partly  of  the  Y'^agers,  he 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoe, 
a  partizan,  whose  indefaligai)Ie  activity  and  singular  fit- 
ness for  stratagem,  surprize  and  intrigue,  we  have  alrea- 
dy had  occasion  to  mention, 
e-         .  At  the  confluence  of  the  two  branches  of  the  James,  in 

detaciiedto  thc  county  of  Fluvanna,  is  a  point  of  land,  known  under 
the  Point  of  the  appellation  of  the  Point  of  Fork,  where,  during  the 
»Fork-  jjj^^g  incursions  of  Phillips  and  Arnold,  a  State  arsenal  had 

been  formed,  and  military  stores  collected,  especially  with 
a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the  Carolinas.  The 
protection  of  this  important  post  had  been  entrusted  to  Ba- 
ron Steuben,  who,  in  this  critical  posture  of  affairs  in  Vir- 
ginia, had,  l)y  the  joint  orders  of  La  Fayette  and  Greene, 
repaired  there  from  the  borders  of  North  Carolina,  with 
about  600  new  levies,  originally  destined  for  the  Southern 
army!  To  the  Point  of  Fork,  the  militia  under  General 
Lawson,  amounting  nearly  ia  tlie  same  number,  had  also 
beendirecte<l  to  march.  The  plan  ot  La  Fayette  was,  at 
first,  to  unite  the  whole  with  the  Pennsylvania  line  and  the 
body  under  his  iaiTnediale  command,  and  make  a  combin- 
ed effort  against  the  enemy.  The  orders  which  he  issued 
to  bring  this  scheme  into  effect,  unfortunately  were  inter- 
cepted. Cornwaliis  altered  his  movements  ;  and  this 
change,  together  with  unexpected  delays  in  the  meditated 


•  See  Tarletoa's  Narrative. 
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junction  with  the  Penns>  Ivania  line,  overthrew  the  project.    CTFA  P. 

It  was  against  Haron  Sieubeo,  and  the  magazines  innler      XIX.  * 
his  proreetion,  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sinieoe  now  direct 
cd  his  cfibrts.     His  instruciions  were,  suddenly  to  fail  on  ==" 
the  fiaion,  annihilate  his  force,  or,  at  least,  to  drive  llie 
wlAoIe  beyond  the  Southern  branch  of  James  river,  and  to 
destroy  the  arms  and  provisions  known  to  have  been  col- 
leeiedat  the  Point  of  P'oik. 

The  expedition  of  Tarieton,  who  was  detached  wi<h  180    a  ^  t  i 
cavalry  of  the  legion,  and  70  mounted  infantry  of  the  23d  tonTo  o^ar". 
reginicnt,  headed  by  Captain  Champagne,  embraced  the  lottesviiie. 
following  objects.      He  received  orders  to  surprise,  take 
or  disperse  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  then 
convened  at  Charlottesville  as  we  have  before  mentioned, 
to  seize  on  the  person  of  the  Governor,  who  resided  in  the 
neighborhood,  to  spread  on  his  route  devastation  and  (error, 
sparing  no  military  stores  or  other  resources  likely  to  en- 
able the  Americans  to  prolong  the  existing  struggle,  and 
perhaps,  to  end  it  with  success.     He  was  ultimately  to 
join  Siracoe,  and  assist  his  intended  operations. 

With  their  accustomed  eagerness  iind  activity,  the  two 
indefatigable  and  dreaded  partisans  entered  upon  the  exe- 
cution of  their  respective  tasks. 

This  double  movement  rendered  Steuben's  situation  un-  r       c^ 
usually  perilous.       The  extreme  difficulty  of  obtainin-  "* 

prompt  and  correct  information  respecting  the  British  s-fii 
their  schemes,  the  severe  precautions  which  Simcoe  took 
for  securing  evtry  person  met  or  seen  on  his  route,  effec- 
tually  concealed  his  march  from  ihe  Caron.     The  latter,    critical  si 
however,  became  apprized  of  Tarleton's  raoid  advance    tuationof 
Imagining  himself  the  immediate  object  of  ft,  he  lost  no  ^^'"^^Steu- 
time  in  transporting  his  stores  to  the  South  side  of  the  ^'''* 
Fluvanna,  intending  himself  speedily  to  follow,  with  the 
whole  division  under  his  command. '  When  Simcoe  reach- 
ed the  Point  of  Fork,  the  American  stores  had  been  re- 
moved, and  Steuben's  detachment  crossed  the  river    ex 
cept  about  30  men,  then  awaiting  (he  return  of  the  bouts 
to  embark  and  join  their  friends.     These  men  unavoi.lablv 
iell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  cavalry.     The  river  wis 
deep  and  unfordable  ;  and  all  the  boats  had  been  -ecurcd 
on  the  South  side  of  it.     Simcoe's  main  object  was.  there- 
lore,  frustrated.    Under  the  mortification  arising  from  this 
disappointment,  a  singular  stratagem  occurred  to  his  wily 
mind.     It  was  to  impress  the  Baron  with  the  belief  that 
the  troops  now  at  the  Point  of  Fork  were  the  advance  of 
the  British  army,  ready  to  overwhelm  him  :  and  thus  to 
work  upon  his  fears  so  far  as  to  induce  him  to  sacrifice 
most  of  the  stores  which  had  been  transported  over  the 
lluvanna.     For  this  purpose  he  encamped  on  the  heights 
oppositeto  Stcuben'snew  station,  advantageously  displaying 
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his  force,  and  by  the  number  of  his  fires  suggesting  a  pro- 
bability of  the  main  hotly,  headed  by  Cornwallis,  having 
actually  reached  the  neighborhood.  The  Baron,  who  had 
been  informed  that  the  corps  under  Tarleton  threatened 
his  left,  ROW  fancied  himself  in  imminent  danger.  Retreat- 
ing precipitately  during  the  night,  he  marched  near  30 
miles  from  the  Point  of  Fork,  abandoning  to  the  enemy 
such  stores  as  could  not  be  removed.  In  the  morning, 
Simcoe  observing  the  success  of  his  stratagem,  and  wish- 
ing to  give  it  still  further  effect,  procured  some  small  ca- 
noes, and  sent  across  the  river  Captain  Stephenson,  with  a 
detachment  of  light  infantry,  and  Cornet  Wolsey  with  four 
hussars.  The  former  was  directed  to  destroy  the  stores 
and  arms  w  hich  the  Baron  had  left  behind  in  the  hurry 
and  confusion  of  his  premature  retreat ;  and  the  latter,  to 
mount  his  hussars,  who  had  carried  their  saddles  over  with 
tliem,  on  such  straggling  horses  as  he  was  likely  to  find, 
to  patrole  sonic  miles  on  the  route  taken  by  Steuben  ;  in 
short,  to  exhibit  every  appearance  of  eager  and  formida- 
ble pursuit.  Both  these  orders  were  successfully  execut- 
ed. Stephenson  performed  without  delay  or  annoyance, 
the  task  of  destruction  assigned  to  him;  and  Wolsey  so 
eonfirmed  the  belief  of  Steuben,  that  the  whole  British 
army  was  close  in  his  rear,  that  he  accelerated  his  march, 
retiring  still  further  from  the  river.  His  object  was  to 
resume  his  original  destination  andjoin  General  Greene  ; 
but  he  received  fresh  orders  not  to  leave  the  State,  so  long 
as  Cornwailis  should  continue  there.  On  the  miiitia  un- 
der Lawson,  a  simihir  injunction  was  laid.  British  histo- 
rians have  greatly  exaggerated  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Americans  at  the  Point  ofFoik.  Of  their  thrasonic  ac- 
counts, undoubted  evidence  is  in  the  hands  of  the  author 
of  this  narrative  * 

Let  us  now  trace  the  rapid  advance  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Tarleton  to  Charlottesville.  Immediately  upon  his 
being  detached  by  Lord  Cornwallis  for  the  purposes  al- 
ready stated,  he  took  the  road  to  Louisa  Courthouse.  A- 
bout  the  middle  of  t'le  day  he  halted,  and  allowed  his  men 
and  their  horses  a  short  interval  of  repose  and  some  re- 
freshment. By  11  o'clock  at  night,  he  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Louisa  Court  house,  where  he  stopped  only  3 
hours,  resuming  his  march  at  3  in  the  morning.  Moving 
onward  with  his  usual  celerity,  he  soon  fell  in  with  li 
waggons,  laden  with  clbthitig  for  the  Southern  army,  and 
proceeding  towards  the  Carolinas,  under  an  escort  inade- 


•  Tarleton  has  masjiiified  almost  every  circumstance.     The  official  cor- 
respondence of  Lord  Cornwallis  himself,  is  full  of  exag.a:erations  of  this  ^ 
sort.     Stedman  is  not  more  correct— The  evidence  to  which  we  allude 
has  been  furnished  by  persons  on  or  near  the  spot,  at  the  time.     Much  to  • 
that  effect  is  dso  contained  in  thearcliives  of  the  State. 
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qnate  to  their  protection.     These  he  took  without  difficul-    CHAP. 
ty  and  immediately  burnt.  Hearing  that  many  distinguish-      XIX. 
ed  characters  who  had  fled  from  the  lower  country,  were 
assembled)  some  at  Dr.  "Walker's,  some  at  Mr.  John  Wal-  ■" 

ker's,  whose  houses  lay  almost  contiguous  to  his  route,  he,  i-of 
for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  the  principal  object  of  hrs  ex- 
pedition, and  resolved  to  make  them  piisoners.  With  lliis 
intention  he  divided  his  force — Captain  Kinlock  was,  with 
part  of  it,  detached  to  Mr.  John  Walker's  house,  while 
Tarleton  himself  proceeded  with  the  rest  to  the  Doctor's 
mansion.  Here  he  captured  Colonel  John  Simms,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  Virginia,  and  some  other  gentlemen, 
who  passed  from  the  arms  of  sleep,  into  the  power  of  a  vi- 
gilant enemy.  Kinlock,  equally  active,  was  equally  suc- 
cessful. Francis  Kinlock,  his  relative  and  a  Delegate  to 
the  American  Congress  from  South  Carolina,  together 
with  William  and  Robert  Nelson,  brothers  to  the  General 
of  that  name,  fell  into  his  hands. 

In  the  capture  of  those  gentlemen,  which  was  only  a  se- 
condary and  comparatively  unimportaM  object,  sometime 
was  unavoidably  consumed.  More  was  employed  in  re- 
freshing both  men  and  horses,  in  paroling  partof  tlte  pri- 
soners, and  placing  the  rest  under  an  escort.  This  delay 
greatly  contributed  to  the  failure  of  Tarleton's  main  pur- 
pose ;  but  another  circumstance  assisted,  at  the  same  time, 
in  rendering  his  incursion  productive  of  inconsiderable  ef- 
fect, by  giving  a  timely  alarm  to  the  members  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  at  Charlottesville.  A  private  gentleman, 
Mr.  Jouitte,  happened  to  be  at  the  Cuckoo  tavern  in  Loui- 
sa, when  the  detachment  under  Tarleton  passed  along 
the  main  road,  on  their  way  to  Albemarle.  It  was  natural 
enough  for  him  to  suspect  the  enemy's  destination.  Ac- 
quainted with  every  path  and  bye  road  in  that  part  of  the 
counti'y,  and  mounted  on  a  very  fleet  horse,  he  hastened 
to  Charlottesville  by  a  disused  and  shorter  route,  and  made 
known  the  approach,  of  the  British  several  hours  before 
their  arrival  In  vain  Tarleton  flattered  himself  that,  as 
he  advanced  upwards  of  seventy  miles  in  twenty  four  hours, 
his  excursion  would  be  crowed  with  complete  success.  E- 
late  with  this  hope,  he  pressed  onward,  detaching,  when 
he  reached  the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville,  a  troop  of  horse 
under  Captain  M'Cleod  fo  Monticello.  the  well  known  seat 
of  Mr.  Jeflcrsou.  Tarleton  himself,  followed  by  the  main 
body,  passed  the  Rivanna,  which  flows  about  a  mile  East 
of  the  town.  In  liis  own  narrative  of  that  transaction,  he 
has  posted  a  guard  on  the  Western  hank,  which  he,  of 
course,  overpowered  and  dispersed.  We  have  been  at  the 
spot,  and  heard  from  many  persons  then  in  the  noiglibor- 
hood.  and  worthy  of  implieit  belief,  that  Moore's  ford,  tlie 
place  where  he  crossed,  was  not  guarded  at  all.  y>  arned 
by  Jouitte  of  the  impending  danger,  the  Legislature  liaY- 
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CHAP,  ing  previously  resolved  that,  during  the  present  liosUle  in- 

XIX.      vasion,  forty  members  sliould  be  a  suflicieut  number  to 

compose  a  house  to  proceed  upon  business,  adjourned  until 

*■  the  7th  of  June,  then  to  meet  at  Staunton,  in  the  county  of  , 

Augusta.     From  its  situation  on  Uie  Wts(crn  side  of  the 
Blue-Ridge,  that  place  was  deemed  perfectly  unassailable. 
Most  of  the  members  hastening  away,  eluued  the  grasp, 
peihaps  the  sabre  of  the  impetuous,   merciless  1  arleton. 
A  few  fell  into  his  hands,  as  well  as  some  officers  and  sol- 
diers, whom  a  laudable  desire  to  remove  or  otherwise  to 
secure  part  of  the  public  stores,  rendered  unmindful  of 
personal  safety.    Tarleton  has  slated  that,  in  this  affair, 
some  Americans  were  killed.     This  is  incorrect.    There 
was  no  effusion  of  blood,  except  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Archer, 
who  was  unnecessarily,  wantonly,  and  cruelly  wounded  by 
a  British  Scjgeant,  of  Captain  Stovington's  troop,  named 
David  Kaj.     The  mention  of  the  capture  of  Brigadier 
General  Scott  is  equally  unfounded.     He  w  as  not  at  Cbar- 
lottesville.     Jouitte,  >vho  had  so  opportunely  announced 
the  approach  of  the  British,  was  remarked  by  them,  on 
account  of  the  scarlet  coat,  and  th«  military  hat  and  plume 
which  he  usually  wore.     Mistaking  him  for  an  officer  of 
high  rank,  they  pursued  him  Avirh  eagerness  and  pertinaci- 
ty ;  the  flcetn«*ss  of  his  horse  soon  placed  him  beyond  (heir 
reach  ;  but,  in  this  pursuit,  they  missed  another  victim, 
whose  death  or  captivity,  would  doubtless  have  been  re- 
£;arded  by  them  as  an  sample  compensation  for  the  escape 
of  the  supposed  General.     The  gallant  Stevens,  whose  he- 
roism we  have  had  occasion  to  notice  in  so  many  places, 
hut  particularly  in  the  hard  and  bloody  engagement  at 
Guilford  Court  house,  was  then  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly.     In  the  plain  attire  of  a  Virginia  farmer,  and 
mounted  on  a  horse  which  chance  had  presented  to  him, 
and  which  but  ill  suited  the  present  emergency,  he  had,  on 
leaving  Charlottesville,  taken  the  same  road  as  Jouitte. 
The  British  dragoons  passed  him  unussailed,  unhurt,   and 
perhaps  unobserved.     A  change  of  direction  in  his  route 
screened  him  from  further  danger.     Arms,  ammunition 
and  clothes,  were  either  seized  or  destroyed  by  the  British 
cavalry  :  yet  not  to  that  amonnt  which  their  vaunting  com- 
mander has  stated.*    INIuch  of  the  powder,   and  all  the 


•  Tarleton  has  indiiliredbis  usual  jar.tn7ice  in  stilinp:  tlie  injury  which 
he  inflicted  in  the  course  of  thi:i  expedition.  That  inlurv  was,  indeed, 
o-re'it— but  it  fe!l  on  private  citizens  niT.-c  than  on  the  State.  The  histori- 
an while  writing-  this,  has  before  his  eyes  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  ^^:dkc^, 
dated  15elvoir,  June  6,  in  whicli  he  .erivos  an  account  of  the  public  loss  sus- 
t-iined  ])Oth  on  the  Rivanna  and  the  Fluvanna.  Tliis  account  reduces  thmp 
to  tlieii-  re.al  dimensions— it  is  onlv  from  such  sources  tliat  truth  is  rlcriv- 
cd.  Connected  will  these  losses,  a  lamentable  and  disK^racetul  circum- 
stance has  been  recorded  by  La  F..yette,  in  a  letter,  dated  l.rooks  Bndgc, 
June  10,  1781,  and.  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  otDele£?ates, 
then  at  Staunton,  wherein  he  sajs  :— «  From  the  impossibility  I  hud  expe- 
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lead,  escaped  their  search  and  tlicir  ravages — a  fortunate  CHAP 
circumstance,  as,  in  the  present  crisis,  those  two  ariieles  XiX. 
had  accjuired  an  incalculable  value !  Some  of  tlie  Sarato- 
ga prisoners,  who,  either  by  permission  or  by  stealth,  had 
remiiined  in  the  neighbourhood  after  the  removal  of  the 
troops  of  Convention  to  Fort  Frederick  in  Alurjland,  are 
said  to  have  joined  Tarletou  at  Charlottesville.  After  le- 
maining  a  few  hours  at  that  place,  And  perpetrating  all  the 
mischief  in  his  power,  the  Avary  partizan  retraced  his  steps 
to  the  llivanna.  It  was  then  about  one  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. For  the  purpose  of  resting  and  refreshing  his 
corps,  he  halted  near  the  Western  bank  of  that  river,  at 
the  farm-house  of  a  IMr.  Lewis,  an  active  and  meritorious 
officer  of  the  militia  who  had  been  all  (he  morning,  and, 
indeed,  was  at  that  very  moment,  zealously  emploved  in 
conveying  public  propc.  ty  beyond  the  reach  of  the  invading 
foe.  The  scite  of  this  spot  was  naturally  delightful,  and 
taste  ami  culture  had  clothed  it  with  additional  beauty. 
Luxuriant  fruit  trees  uiingled  their  shades  with  those  of 
native  groves  :  and  a  pleasant  lawn  sj)re;jd  its  verdure  be- 
fore the  door  of  a  simple,  but  neat  and  comfortable  mansi- 
on. Through  the  whole  ran  a  stn  aujlet  of  limpid  water,- 
in  short,  as  Tarleton  himself  remarked  to  Mrs.  Lewis,  up- 
on entering  the  farm  yard,  "  the  place  was  a  little  paradise 
upon  eanh,"  The  scene  was  soon  reversed.  In  his  ex- 
ternal behaviour  and  in  his  language,  Tarleton  displaved  a 
soldier-like  dignify ;  he  appeared  high  minded,  and'^even 
polite,  but  he  secretly  indulged  his  men  in  the  cxerc  ise 
of  every  base  and  angry  passion.  On  this  occasion,  private 
property  suffered  considerably  from  the  habitual  h.ve  of 
the  British  Dragoons  for  excess,  plunder  and  destruction. 
Sheep,  cows,  and  other  domestic  animals  were  unprofitablv 
killed  ;  cellars  forcibly  opened,  clothes  and  portable  arti- 
cles of  furniture  secreted,  and  a  valuable  servant  and  se- 
veral horses  carried  away.  At  this  place,  Tarleton  pro- 
longed his  stay  till  the  next  morning.  The  most  distin- 
guished among  his  prisoners,  he  confined  in  a  small  room  ; 
the  rest  he  consigned  to  a  barn,  where  an  insulting  soldiery 
with  apparent  reluctance  administeretl  to  them' a  scanty 
portion  of  nourishment.  The  inlViior  officers  took  posses- 
sion of  the  beds,  while  the  hardy  and  indefitigable  Tarle- 


nenccd  of  .syettrnj  shoes,  I  Iiave  been  surprized  to  Iicai-  that  a  quantitv  of 
them  has  fallen  into  tne  enemy's  liands.  What  Imrt  s  me  the  mo^t,  is  "the 
iate  hirciice.)  .nt  broiiirht  by  Dr.  Pope  that,  after  the  lire  had  been  put  ta  txvo 
medicine  WHg.qrons  they  m\?M  have  been  saved,  had  not  some  inhabitants 
inter.erea  to  prevent  it— part  of  these  medicines  ha-^  been  afterwards  nick- 
ed up  and  sold  by  them  ''-On  the  22d  of  the  same  montli,  tlie  Marquis 
was  requested  by  the  Legislature,  to  make  an  ennuirv  respoctintr  the 
stores  destmycd  at  the  l^oint  of  Fork-it  appearint?  that  not  dnly  the  ene- 
my  b.it  some  of  the  adjacent  inhabitants  and  others  liad  been  insirnmcntal 
in  tne  loss  ot  said  stores— This  was,  no  doubt,  cha-gcable  to  l!ic  disaf- 
fecnon  or  cupidity  of  a  few  individuals  only. 
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ten  himself  enjoyed  a  few  hours  of  sleep  on  a  common  mat- 
tress, which  he  caused  to  be  thrown  across  the  floor.  A- 
nofher  circumstance  occurred,  highly  characteristic  of  his 
vigilance  and  activity.  The  sun  had  scarcely  risen,  when 
a  loud  report  of  musketry  was  heard  in  the  adjacent  woods, 
on  the  side  of  Monticello.  Tarleton  had  just  commenced 
a  hasty  military  toilet  :  relinquishing  the  razor  for  the 
sabre,  he  immediately  called  his  troop  to  arras,  and  the 
next  moment  saw  him  on  his  horse,  and  in  full  gallop  to- 
wards the  spot  whence  he  imagined  the  obnoxious  sound  to 
have  proceeded.  No  mountainoers,  no  riflemen  collecting 
for  an  attack,  could  however,  be  discovered.  The  alarm 
had  originated,  it  seems,,  in  the  distant  firing  of  huntsmen, 
reverberated  in  louder  notes  by  the  echoes  of  the  vast  sur- 
rounding forests.  A  messenger  from  the  detachment  now 
at  Monticello,  further  confirmed  this  idea,  and  dispelled 
the  fears  which  Tarleton  had  been  led  by  tliis  firing  to  en- 
tertain for  the  safety  of  Captain  M'Cleod. 

The  latter  was  unsuccessful  in  his  attempt  to  seize  on 
IVlr.  Jefferson,  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  the  Governor 
of  the  S(ate,  since  his  constitutional  term  of  office  had  ex- 
pired on  the  first  of  June.  The  intelligence  received  at 
Charlottesville  of  the  approach  of  the  British  legion,  was 
soon  conveyed  to  Monticello.  the  two  places  being  at  a  ve- 
ry small  distance  from  each  other.  At  this  time,  the  speak- 
ers of  the  two  houses,  and  some  other  members  of  Assem- 
bly, were  Mr.  Jefferson's  guests.  These  hastened  to  Char- 
lotlesvilie,  and  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  to 
Staunton  mentioned  above,  had  scarcely  suffi'-i'-nt  time  to 
eflTeet  their  escape.  M'Cleod  and  his  detachment  crossed 
at  Secretary's  Ford.  They  were  already  ascending  the 
winding  road  that  leads  from  that  point  to  the  summit  of 
the  bill  called  Monticello.  on  which  stands  Mr.  Jefferson's 
house,  when  Lieutenant  Hudson,  who  had  fortunately  des- 
cried their  rapid  advance,  gave  the  family  a  further  and 
last  alarm.  A  carriage  had  already  been  provided,  and 
in  this  •Mrs.  Jefferson  and  her  children  were  safely  con- 
veyed to  Colonel  Carter's  house,  on  tlie  neighbouring 
Tuonntain.  Mr.  .Trffi-rson  himself,  direcfiog  his  riding 
horse,  which  a  blacksmifb  was  then  shoeing  at  a  distant 
shop,  to  be,  with  all  possible  speed,  led  to  a  gate  opening 
on  the  road  to  Colonel  Carter's  plantation.  Avalked  to  that 
gate  by  a  foot  path  which  considerably  shortened  the  route, 
and  finding  his  injunetions  obeyed,  was  enabled  soon  to  re- 
ioin  his  familv.*  In  less  than  ten  minutes  after  bis  leav- 
ing the  house,"it  was  entered  by  ^RFCleod.  who  notwithstand- 
ing the  irritation  which  disappointment  at  missing  his  iu- 


*  The  historian  hopes  tliat  these  details  will  be  excused.  The  circuai- 
sta-ice  here  related,  has  been  so  often  misrepresented,  that  it  was  proper 
t^rcduce  it  to  ils  real  sh;ipe,  and  to  g'ive  it  its  true  colouring. 
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tended  prey  was  calculated  to  produce,  manifested  a  sacred 
and  honorable  regard  for  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare. 
Mr.  Jefferson's  property  was  respected,  especially  his 
books  and  papers.  I'he  waste  committed  in  the  cellars  was 
attributable  to  the  brutality  of  a  few  disordct-ly  individu- 
als attached  to  the  party  under  M'Cleod,  and  it  took  place 
without  his  knowledge.  So  true  it  is  that,  in  general,  the 
conduct  of  soldiers  depends  on  the  principles,  temper,  and 
spirit  of  their  officers,  and  that  the  human  character  is  so 
ductile  as  to  leave  no  excuse  for  the  demoralization  of  ar- 
mies ! 

Tarleton^  rejoined  by  M  acleod,  recrossed  the  Rivanna,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  Point  of  Fork,  in  compliance  with 
his  instructions.  Two  circumstances  hurried  his  retreat; 
one  v.'as  a  report  artfully  and  purposely  spread,  that  clouds 
of  mountaineers  were  lianging  on  his  rear,  and  the  militia  of 
the  adjacent  counties  indignantly  and  unanimously  rising  to 
intercept  his  return  ;  the  other,  a  visibly  increasing  swell 
in  the  river,  owing  to  the  rain  which  had  fallen  duiing  the 
preceding  night.  Further  menaces  of  an  impending  at- 
tack reached  the  British  partizan  just  below  Milton;  up- 
on which,  he  immediately  retreated  off  the  road  to  Colonel 
Randolph's  plantation,  where,  having  ordered  his  detach- 
ment to  make  ready  for  action,  he  remained  one  hour  un- 
der arms.  Seeing  no  enemy  approach,  he  resumed  his 
march,  along  the  three-notched  road,  and  joined  Cornwal' 
lis  and  Simcoe  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Point  of  Fork. 
His  Lordship  had  encamped  his  army  from  the  confluence 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  James,  along  the  main  liver,  to  a 
plantation  belonging  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  where  he  establish- 
ed his  headquarters.  Some  idea  of  the  mode  of  warfare 
used  by  the  British  in  this  expedition  may  be  formed  from 
the  statement  of  a  writer,  whom  the  circumstances  of  his 
nativity,  his  principles,  and  his  general  character  place  a- 
bove  even  the  suspicion  of  an  improper  prejudice  against 
Englvmd,  and  of  illiberal  and  virulent  deviations  from 
facts.  "  For  ten  days,  says  Gordon,  Lord  Cornwallis  con- 
tinued at  Klkhill,  a  seat  of  Mr.  Jefferson's.  The  latter 
happily  had  time  to  remove  most  of  his  effects  out  of  the 
liouie.  His  stocks  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  together  with 
what  corn  was  wanted,  were  used  for  the  sustenance  of  the 
army  ;  and  all  his  horses,  capable  of  service  were  carried 
off.  This  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Jefferson  expected.  But 
the  throats  of  the  horses,  too  young  for  service,  were  cut ; 
his  growing  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco  were  burned,  toge- 
ther with  his  barns,  containing  the  same  articles  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  all  the  fences  on  the  plantation,  so  as 
to  leave  it  an  absolute  waste.  These  things  were  perpetra- 
ted under  Lord  Cornwallis's  eye  ;  the  situation  of  the  house 
in  which  he  was,  commanding  a  view  of  every  part  of  the 
yluntation.     The  rest  of  the  neighbourhood  was  treated  in 


CHAP. 
XIX. 


1781 


June  5. 


Excesses 
committed 
by  the  Bri- 
tish troop? . 


50l< 


fflSTORY  OF 


CHAP.  somewLat  the  same  stile;  but  not  with  that  spirit  of  total 
XiX.  exterraina(ion  >\hieh  seemed  to  rage  over  Jetlerson's  pos- 
sessions. Wherever  the  army  under  iiis  Li>5  dship  weht,  the 

'''  '"  ''  dwelling  houses  were  plundered  of  every  tiiinj^  which  eould 
1781  ^*^  carried  off.  Hundreds  of  eye  witnesses  tan  prove  that 
)iis  lordship's  table  was  served  widi  plate  thus  pillaged 
from  private  iiouses  ;*  though  his  lordship's  characier  in 
Great  Britain  will  forliid  the  belief  of  his  sharing  in  the 
plunder.  By  an  estimate  iriade  at  the  time,  on  tlie  best  in- 
formation thkit  could  be  collected,  the  State  of  Virginia 
lost,   during  •Cornwai/.a's  atJempts  to  reduce   it,   30,000 

June,  slaves,. about  27,000  of  whom  died  of  the  small  pox  and 
camp  fever ;  the  rest  are  thought  to  have  been  sent  partly 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  partly  to  ^New  York,  and  from 
thence,  before  the  evacution,  to  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewhere. 
The  whole  devastations  occasioned  by  the  British  army, 
during  the  six  months  previous  to  their  surrender  at  York- 
Town,  are  supposed  to  amount  to  about  3,000,000  iteriiug."! 


*  Connected  witli  this  subject,  a  little  anecdote  is  told  by  persons  whose 
regard  for  trutli,  and  onportunities  of  correct  information,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. Lord  Cornwallis  slept  one  night  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Bates,  some 
distance  rrom  tlie  Southanna.  In  the  moming,  when  his  Ix)rdship  sat  down 
to  a  rural,  yet  neat  and  comfortable  breakfast,  he  observed  an  elegant  piece 
of  plate,  not,  indeed  heavj-,  but  of  exqui.  ite  workmanship,  and  great  value. 
He  took  it  in  his  hands,  looked  again  and  again  at  every  part  of  it,  ex- 
pa"essed  his  admiration  of  its  beauty,  and  uncerimoniously  consigned  it  to  one 
of  his  pockets. — The  family  had  religiously  preserved  this  litde  relic  of  the 
orisrinal  opulence  of  their  ancestors,  who  had  emigrated  liom  Engl.ind  to 
avoid  the  persecutions  of  Church  and  State. — Juvenal  has  described  some- 
liiing  like  ihis  in  l)is  8th  Satire  : 

"  Now  all  is  gone !  the  stallion  made  a  prey. 

The  few  brood-mares,  and  oxen  swept  away. 

The  Lares, — if  the  household  shrine  possessed 

One  little  6;-od  that  pleased  above  the  rest ; 

Mean  spools,  indeed  ! " 

GifforcVs  translation. 

f  Documents  of  unquestionable  authority,  in  the  possession  of  the  his- 
tojian,  specify  several  instances  of  this  war  for  ])Iunder  rather  than  for 
conquest,  at  least,  during  tiie  period  under  consideratlion.  One  is  select- 
ed, strongly  illustrative  as  the  rest.  The  narrative  says  :  "  At  the  time  of 
the  visit  of  the  enemy  to  Cary"s  brook.  Col.  W.  M.  Cary,  was  with  his 
family  in  tlie  county  of  Hanover.  I'hey  were  conducted'to  tjie  Brook  by 
a  slave  named  Daniel,  (now  alive)  belonging  to  the  estate.  This  man 
brandishing  a  sword,  with  which  they  had  furnish.ed  him,  over  the 
head  o  the  overseer,  demanded  the  horses  of  the  plantation,  and  amongst 
others,  more  particularly,  a  fine  stallion,  tlien  owned  by  Col.  Cary.  These, 
for  greater  security,  had  been  conveyed  into  the  woods  and  tied  there 
—but,  by  the  aid  of  Daniel,  were  discovered  and  cari-ied  ofl'.  The  stalUon 
however  v.  as  recovered  at  the  siege  of  York.  An  officer,  whose  name  and 
grade  are  riot  recollected,  but  certainly  a  commissioned  officer,  put  into 
his  pocket  a  dozen  silver  ti.ble  spoons.  The  rest  of  the  family  plate  was 
fortunately  saved  by  being  buried  in  a  cellar.  The  enemy  broke  into  tlic 
store-room,  carried  off  a  part  of  the  stock  of  groceries,  and  strewed  the 
remainder  over  the  yard.  A  number  of  trunks,  containing  effects  belong- 
mg  to  the  family,  were  preserved  from  piUage  by  the  resolute  remon- 
strances of  a  white  woman,  who  lived  in  the  hous'e.  Ko  furniture  was, 
however,  destroyed,  nor  any  slaves  carried  off'  from,  the  Brook,  except 
Daniel,  before  mentio)ied.    About  40  of  Colonel  Carv's  negroes,  on  their 
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The  exposed  situation  of  the  stores  in  Albemarle  had,    CH\P. 
from  the  first  moment,  filled  the  iMarquis  De  LaFaycfte      XIX. 
witl»  the  utmost  anxiety.     It  was  chiefly  with  a  view  to  «he 
subsequent  protection  of  those  stores,  that  he  hastened  by  ===?= 
rapid  and  jiulicious  marches,  to  effect  the  long  contempla- 
ted junction  witii  the  Pennsylvania  line.    The  celerity  of 


J  .       irsi 

ills 


movements  soon  brought  him  to  Culpepper  Coun(y.  near  j^^^^ 
the  Racoon  Ford,  where  that  junction  took  place" on  the 
J 0th  of  June.  Without  losing  a  moment,  he  ordered  the 
whole  of  the  force  thus  happily  united,  to  advance  towards 
the  shores  of  J.smes  river.  Indeed,  his  fears  for  the  stoi-es  j  ^  pavette 
at  Charloltesvilh;  and  in  the  vicinity,  had  been  so  great,  and  is  joined  by 
his  solicitude  for  their  protection  so  active,  that  eonjec-  VVayne. 
turing  (he  designs  of  the  enemy,  he  had  previously  detach- 
ed Page's  troop  of  ligh(  horse,  with  strict  injunctions  to  use 
every  endeavour  for  securing  the  public  magazines  in  that 
quarter.  It  was  unfortunately  too  late.  After  passing 
Orange  Court-house,  the  officer  under  whose  command 
that  corps  had  been  placed,  heard  that  the  enenjy  had 
been  at  BosmcH's  Ordinary.  This  intelligence  reduced 
his  operations  to  closely  watching  the  tjliree  roads  leading 
from  Charlottesville  to  the  lower  country,  and  to  convey- 
ing to  the  Marquis  speedy  and  correct  information  of  eve- 
ry occurrence  connected  with  the  important  objects  of  the 
campaign.  0»  this  occasion,  two  gallant  and  valuable  A- 
merican  dragoons,  Charles  Cocke  and  John  Lvons,  unfor- 
tunately fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  while  reconnoi- 
tring the  three  notched-road.  At  the  same  time,  a  zealous 
patriot,  whose  military  and  other  public  services  were  emi- 
nently conspicuous  throughout  the  revolution,  Mv.  John 
Walker,  indefatigably  exerted  himself  in  collecting  the 
fragments  of  the  stores  which  had  felt  the  destructive  fury 
of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Jefferson,  although,  as  before  observ- 
ed, his  constitutional  term  of  office  had  npw  ex|)ired,  s(il! 
continued  to  devote  to  his  country  that  zeal  and  those  ca- 
pacities, for  which  he  had  been  uniformly  distinguished. 
The  crisis  was  too  extraordinary,  too  imperious  for  techni- 
cal formality.  The  exertion  of  Mr.  WiUians  Fleming,  the 
only  acting  member  of  tlie  Executive  Council  for  some 
time  before  the  appGiniment  of  Mr.  .Jefferson's  successor, 
were  likewise  of  the  highest  service  to  the  State.  Durin- 
the  momentary  suspension  of  the  Legislative  aufhority,  by 


way  to  join  the  Bntish  upon  their  retreat  to  the  lower  countrv,  were  ap. 
prelicnded  m  Goochland  and  sent  back.     Colonel  Gary's  losses;  (hn-ing-the 
rcAolutionary  war,  were,  in  other  respects,  verv  heavv.     Jwentv-foiir  of 
his  negroes  from  estates  in  the  lower  country,  joined  th'e  enemv  and  never 
were  recovered. 
All  this,  and  much  more,  was  done  ;  yet,  even  in  war, 
"  Est  modjis  in  rebus  ,-  sunt  ccrti  ilenigxie  fines, 
Qmos  ■ulira  citra  ve  ^letpdt  cmaisterc  rectum .'" 

S  R 
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CHAP,    the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Char- 
XIX.      loUesville  to  Staunton,  and  when,  owing  to  a  con»binatJon 
of  circumstances,  perhaps  unpaiaUeled  in  the  history  of 
«        ■  ■■  ■  any  State,  the  Executive  chair  of  Viiginia  became  unoc- 
cupied, that  gentleman,  undeterred  by  the  difficuhies  and 
perils  ot  the  times,  and  looking  on  the  salvation  of  the  coun- 
try as  the  supreme  constitutional  law,  collected  the  militia 
for  the  purposes  of  common  defence,  and  performed  other 
acts  within  the  sphere  of  gubernatorial  power  only — a  con- 
duct truly  energetic  and  meritorious,  and  for  which  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature,  together  with  commensurate 
^  indemnities,  wei-e  afterwards  tendeied  him  ! 

The  anxiety  experienced  by  La  Fayette  was  incessant 
and  well  founded.  Magazines,  uninjured  by  the  enemy, 
yet  remained  at  Albemarle  Old-Court-House. — The  acces- 
sion ol  the  corps  under  Buron  Steuben,  and  of  detachments 
from  Greene's  arm^  to  the  force  already  commanded  by 
the  Marquis,  was  apprehended  by  the  British  General, 
who  also  viewed  with  some  alarm  the  resources  which  he 
well  knew  still  to  exist  between  James  river  and  the  Dan.— 
Aware  of  all  this.  La  Fayette,  immediately  upon  hisjunc- 
tioji  with  AVayne's  brigade,  moved  with  ail  possible  speed 
towards  Albemarle  Old  Court-House.  About  mid-day, 
on  the  10th  of  June,  his  light  infantry  reached  Boswell's 
Tavern. 

On  the  preceding  day,  Lord  Cornwallis,  apprized  of  the 
junction  just  mentioned,  and  of  the  advance  of  his  adversa- 
Tarletonat-  ry,  had  issued  orders  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  I'arleton,  to 
tempts  to  destroy  the  stores  at  Alheujarle  Old-Court-House,  cross 
stw^esat^Al-  ^^^  Fluvanna,  disperse  the  corps  under  Steuben,  intercept 
bemarle  any  rcinforceuients  from  Greene  to  La  Fayette,  and  spread 
Old-Court-  far  and  wide  the  havoc  of  predatory  war,  after  w  hieh  tiie 
House.  commander  of  the  British  legion  was  to  repair  to  Manches- 

ter, where  he  should  find  boats  to  convey  himself  and  his 
detachment  to  Richmond,  a  place  to  which  Cornwallis  in- 
tended to  proceed  by  easy  marches.  One  road  only  was 
deemed  practicable  for  La  Fayette;  and  on  that  road  Tarle- 
ton  was  stationed  in  such  a  position  as  seemed  to  secure  to 
the  British  the  advantage  of  forcing  the  Marquis  either  (o 
hazard  a  general  action,  or  to  expose  his  left  Hank  to  inevi- 
table destruction  La  Fayette  had  two  important  objects 
in  view  ;  the  one  was  to  retain  a  position  between  the  ene- 
my and  the  mountains — the  other,  to  preserve  the  stores  a- 
gainst  which  the  designs  of  that  enemy  were  evident.  A 
little  below  Boswell's  Tavern,  lay  a  difficult  ami  now  dis- 
used road,  leading  from  that  point  to  the  Rivanna,  and 
which,  if  rendered  practicable,  would  not  only  throw  the 
Americans  to  a  greater  distance  from  the  foe,  but  enable 
them  einciently  to  cover  the  threatened  magazines.  This 
road.  La  Fayette  caused  to  be  re- opened,  and  the  ensuing 
day  beheld  him  intrenched  behind  Mechunk  Creek — a  po- 
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sition    naturally  unassailable,    and    commanding  the   di-    CHAP. 
reet   route  from    the  Biitish   camp  to   Albemarle  Old-      XIX. 
Court-House.     In  doing  this,  however,  he  did  not  cross  the 
Rivanna,  as  most  histoiiaos  have  stated.*     This  is  a  fact 
well  knowM  in  that  part  of  Virginia,  where  the  road  in 
quesiion  retains  to  this  day  the  appellation  of  The  Mai - 
quis's  road.     While  encamped  on  the  IMcchunk.  La  Fayette  ^^^  ^^^ 
was  reinforced  by  a  numerous  corps  of  rifle  militia  from  is 'Lffledby 
tlie  upper  country.     Still  Lord  Cornwallis  continued  to  re-  the  Mar- 
tain  over-  him  a  deeideo  superiority,  in  respect  both  to  the  '^'^^^• 
skill  and  to  ihe  number  of  his  men.     But  whether  from 
mistaken  views  of  the  American  force;  whether  from  a 
preference  of  (he  lower  country,  as  being  more  favourable  p 
to  the  operations  of  cavalry,  the  portion  of  his  army  on  Jet^Itsto 
which  he  placed  his  chief  reliance ;  finally,  whether  from  the  lower 
a  compliance  with  secret  orders  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  a  ^^o^^^try. 
motive  which  his  official  letters  sufficiently  establish,  the 
British  General  suddenly  abandoned  those  objects  which 
Le  had  hiiherto  so  keenly  pursued,  and,  by  slow  and  con- 
venient marches,  began  to  retire  towards  the  Eastern  bor- 
ders of  the  State.     In  this  retreat,  Tarleton  and  Simcoe,     *^'^** 
with  their  respective  detachments,  covered  the  flanks  and 
the  rear  of  the  army.     La  Fayette,  perseveringly  adhere- 
ing  to  the  F.ibian  method,  and  never  losing  sight"  of  what 
he  Justly  considered  as  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole  means 
of  his  safety,  the  command  of  the  upper  country,  followed 
with  slow  and  cautious  steps  an  adversay,  who,  even  in  this 
retrograde  movement,  continued  to  present  a  formidable  at- 
titude.    On  the  14th  of  June,  we  observe  him  at  AUegri's,  js 
whence  he  moved  down,  along  the  three  notched  road,  to^  by  LTra)'. 
wards  the  Byrd-Ordinary.     His  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  ette. 
situation  was,  at  all  times,  very  imperfect.     Fresh  accessi- 
ons of  riflemen  hourly  swelled  his  numbers.     The  interval 
which  separated  the  two  armies,  being  now  inconsiderable. 


^  •  The  historian  deeply  relets  that  bis  hopes  of  procuring-  a  copy  of  the 
jnterestini^  M.  S  Journal  of  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette's  campaign  in  Vir- 
ginia, written  by  the  Marquis  himself,  have  been  disappointed.— From  a 
respectable  officer  of  militia  at  that  time,  the  subjoined  description  of  la 
Fayette's  r -ute  has  been  oStained  : 

« I  joned  the  Marquis's  army  the  nig-ht  they  left  Richmond,  and  en- 
camped with  the  army  at  Winston's  plantation,  I  believe  in  the  county  of 
Hajiover.— The  next  day  to  Scotch  Town,  thence  to  Dandridg-e's  in  the  said 
county  where  the  army  halted  a  day  or  two— The  routettom  thence  was 
m  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg— after  marcning  about  two  davs  halted 
at  Corbins  bridges,  in  the  county  of  Spotsylvania,  where  the  armV  lay  two 
nights  and  one  dav— The  route  from  thence,  was  to  Culpepper  county,  near 
the  Rackoon  Ford— where  ive  halted  until  Wayne's  brigade  joined  —The 
route  from  thence  was  in  bye-roads,  in  direction  of  the  Rivanna  river,  through 
Oi-ange,  the  upper  end  of  Louisa  and  Fluvanna  counties.  Near  Bos  well's  ta- 
vern, the  army  halted  one  night— and  the  next  day  was  marched  along  a 
new  road  to  Mechunk  Creek,  which  road  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Mar. 
quis  s  road  to  this  day.— Tiie  army  halted  a  day  or  two  at  this  place,  and. 
the  route  from  thence  was  generally  in  the  course  most  direct  to  Willi- 
amsburg.' 
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CHAP,    and  their  strengih  less  unequal,  in  -was  apprehended  hy  ma- 

XIX.      ny,  less  the  inherent  ardor  of  LaFayette's  disposition  should 

overcome  his  prudence,  and  betray  him  into  a  decisive  en- 

^^i^^'^^^^^'^^^  gagemcnt.      Fortunately  for    the    American  cause,    the 

youlliful  hero  saeriiieed  to  the  higher  considerations  of 

general  and  uhi'iiate  benefits,    his  eagerness  for   active 

operations,  and  his  thirst  after  military  fame. 

Pj^^  On  the  16th  of  June,  Lord  Cornwallis  entered  Richmond, 

Eichmond.  where  his  troops,  were  allowed  a  few  days  of  repose.  The 
light  corps  under  Siincoe  was  stationed  at  Westham,  whilst 
that  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton  occu- 
pied the  Meadow  Bridges.  La  Fayette  was  then  encamped 
on  Allen's  Creek,  in  Goochland  County,  at  a  distance  of 
only  twenty  two  miles  from  the  main  hostile  army.  His 
June  16.  advanced  posts  were  deemed  vulnerahle  by  the  watchful 
and  enterprizing  Tarleton.  On  the  18th,  he  suddenly  and, 
as  he  thoiiglit,  secretly  advanced  from  his  station  at  the 
Mea  low  B)idges,  to  strike  the  light  corps  under  Brigadier 
Mu:»lenberg.  The  latter,  however,  was  apprized  of  his 
design,  and  fell  back  upon  La  Fayette,  who  had  already 
detached  the  intrepid  Wayne  to  his  support.  Thus  was 
Tarleton's  hope  frustrated  ;  and.  instead  of  the  advantage 
which  he  had  promised  to  himsilf  from  this  movement,  he 
lost  one  of  his  patroles,  intercepted  by  Lieutennnt  Colonel 
Mercer,  on  his  return  from  a  reconnoitring  expedition,  in 
the  course  of  which  ht  passed  unobserved  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  and  satisfactorily  ascertained  the  position  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  on  the  heights  ol  Richmond.  At  this  time.  Ba- 
ron Sleuben  joi^iied  the  Maiqriis  De  La  Fayette,  with  his 
corps  of  new  levies,  amounting  to  nearly  six  thousand  men. 
Thus  was  the  American  army  in  Virginia  now  increased  to 
fonr  thousand  effectives  ;  of  tliese  upwards  of  two  thousand 
Avere  reirtiiars.  inured  by  long  service  to  the  hardships  and 
vicissitudes  of  war,  and  in  no  way  inferior  to  British  vete- 
rans. The  rest  consisted  of  various  bodies  of  militia,  com- 
manded !)v  Continental  officers,  in  consequence  of  the  bene- 
ficial s.-^stem  lately  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  the  State. 
In  point  of  nuMbei's.  however,  and  in  the  efficiency  of  a  well 
mounted  and  uncommotdy  active  eavah^',  Cornwallis  still 
preserve*!  a   deeiiled  superiority.     After  a  short    halt  in 

wards  AVil-   Riclinion'l,  he  resumed  his  retreat,    and  moved  towards 

lUusbui^  Williamsburg.  His  march  was  chai-acterized  neither  by 
fear,  nor  precipitancy.  He  appeared  throughout  to  be  con- 
scious of  entire  security,  and  to  consult  the  ease  of  his  troops, 
while  prosecuting  soine  deep  laid  sebeme  known  only  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  and  to  liims«'lf.  But  an  invisible 
liand  eouduiited  him  to  ruin  anJ  djsgra>ce  ;  be  was  the  chief 
VJctiiU  destified  to  expiate  the  wrongs  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards an  injured  and  oppressed  people  ;  and  the  very  place 
where  he  anticipated  coinplete  triumy:»h  and  unparalleled 
glory,  was  to  wi<nessthe  humiliiation  cf  his  fall. — Bullet 
us  follow  the  regular  course  of  events^ 
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La  Fayette,  attentive  to  the  movements  of  his  adversary,    CHAP, 
ho  sooner  ouservetl  iiis  retreat  from  Riciuiiund,  thaa  he  liiiji-      XIX. 
self  moved  onward,  disi)layjng,  hovvover,  the  same  aahilai-y 
circumspection  as  hefore,  and  uniformly  keepiiiii;  his  uiain 
body  at  tlie  distance  of  about  twenty  miles  from  the  foe.       ^^g- 
Cornwallis  readied  Williamsburj^  on  the  23Lh  of  June, 
Durin,^  his  halt  in  that  place,  hearing  that  the  Americans      j^^^^ 
liad  some  boats  and  stores  on  Chickahominy  river,  he  cliarged 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoe  with  the  dcs( ruction  of  these. 
The  latter,  attended  by  his  corps  and  a  party  of  ya.^ers,  ea- 
sily performed  the  task.     La  Fayette,  after  passing  through 
Kichmond,  and  Newkent  Court-house,  in  pursuit  of  Corn- 
wallis. had  taken  post  on  Tyre's  plantation,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Williamsburg.     There  he  was  informed  bv  his 
exploring  parties  of  Simcoe's  expedition  to  (he  Ohick.ilio- 
miny,  and  immediately  detached  Lieutenant  Colonel  But- 
ler, of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  with  orders  to  strike  the  Bri- 
tish partizan  on  his  return.    Butler  was  well  known  for  Uis 
skill  and  courage.     His   achievements   at  Saratoga    had 
placed  him  by  the  side  of  Morgan,  and  he  had  unifarmly 
and  gloriously  maintained  this  high  ground.     The  conti-  Partial  en- 
dence  of  La  Fayette  could  not  be  better  placed.     On  the  flfwT*^ '^ 
present  occasion,  where  only  a  partial  engagement  was  Bmkr  and 
sought,  the  detacliment  conlidetl  to  him,  consisted,  bcsidis  Simcoe. 
his  Continentals,  of  the  rifle  corjps  under  the  Majors  Call 
and  Willis,  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  horsemen. 
Tliis  last  force  was  commanded  by  Major  JM'Plierson,  of 
Pennsylvania.     He  mounted  some  infantry  behind  his  dra- 
goons, and  seeking  Simcoe  with  unusual  ardor  and  speed, 
overtook  him  near  Spencer's  plantation,  six  or  seven  miles 
above  Williamsburg,     A  sharp  conflict  immediately  en- 
sued, in  which  the  British  yagers,  and  the  Vmeriean  caval- 
ry were  alternately  renulsed.     The  arrival  of  the  riflemen    - 
headed  by  Call  and  Willis,,  gave  to  the  action   additional 
fierceness  ;  but  the  superiority  of  the  hostile  cavalry,  com- 
pelled Butlers  van  to  fall    back  upon  the  body  of  Conti- 
nentals stationed  in  the  rear.     Here  the   contest  ended, 
Simcoe  resuming  his  retreat,  and  Butler  not  chasing  to 
pursue  him,  besause  he  was  inforineil  that  Cornwallis,  up- 
on hearing  the  first  fire,  had  ordered  !iis  m».in  body  (o  the 
support  of  tlie  returning  detachment.     The  official  ac- 
counts of  the  two  genertis  wid*iy  differ  as  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  each  party  in  this  action.     La  Favette  states  the 
enemy's  loss  at  sixty  killed  and  one  hundred  wounded  ; 
Cornwallis  says  that  three  oUcers  and  thirty  privates  only 
were  killed  and  wounded.     Among  the  killed,  a  Lieatenant 
Juies  seems  to  have  excited  peculiar  regret.     Tlie  loss  of 
the  Americans  in  killed  and  wounded  has  not  been  record- 
ed ;  but  if  we  credit  the  statement  of  tlie  Brilisli  comman- 
der, three  of  their  officers,  with  twenty  eiglit  privates,  were 
taken  prisoners.    La  Fa/jtte,  perhaps  secretly  congratu- 
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CHAP.  lating  himself  on  the  oversight  of  that  commander,  in  not 
XIX.  availing  himself  of  so  favourahle  an  opportunity  to  compel 
a  general  and  decisive  action,  continued  in  his  secure  posi- 
"■  *  tion,  with  the  Chickahoniiny  between  himself  and  the  foe, 
1781  anxiously  watching  (he  motions  of  Cornwallis,  and  awfully 
conscious  that  on  the  fate  of  his  Utile  army  dc|>ended  the 
safety  of  Virginia,  of  the  South,  and,  eventually,  of  the 
July.  whole  Union, 
Coi-nwaliis  In  the  mean  time,  the  British  General  was  preparing  to 
prepares  to  eross  James  river,  with  a  furtlier  intention  of  retiring  to 
r[ver^  ""^^  Portsmouth.  This  determination  originated  in  orders  late- 
ly received  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who,  about  this  period, 
seems  to  liave  felt  considerable  alarm  for  the  safety  of  New- 
York,  in  consequence  of  circumstances  which  will  be  pre- 
sently developed.  By  this  alarm.  Sir  Henry  was  induced 
to  urge  the  return  of  jiart  of  the  forces  under  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  command  in  Virginia,  unless  some  pre-eminently 
important  object  should  render  their  detention  necessary, 
or  unless  his  Lordship  should  be  disposed  to  carry  the  war 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  Chesapeak,  where  efficient  co  ope- 
ration was  expected  from  the  loyalists.  Should  a  portion 
of  the  troops,  designated  in  General  Clinton's  orders,  be 
sent  to  New  York,  Cornwallis  was  then  directed  to  lis,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Williamsburg  or  York,  upon  some  salubri- 
ous situation,  favourable  to  tbe  establishment  of  a  defensive 
post,  and  convenient  to  predatoi-y  maritime  expeditions,  in 
which  it  was  contemplated  to  annihilate  the  lemaining  stores 
and  resources  of  Vit-J^inia. — Under  these  circumstances, 
though  chagrined  at  the  prospect  of  being  soon  reduced  to 
defensive  operations  in  a  State,  against  which  he  had  plan- 
ned the  most  vigorous  offensive  measures,  Cornwallis  resol- 
ved to  comply  with  Sir  Henry's  requisition  for  the  return 
of  the  most  efficient  part  of  his  troops  ;  but  deeming  M'il- 
liamsburg,  York,  or  any  neighbouring  station,  untenable 
with  tlie  rest,  and  ill  calculated  for  the  security  of  shipping, 
he  adopted  the  plan  already  mentioned,  of  crossing  James 
river,  and  retiring  to  PortsmouMj.  a  place  where  the  pro- 
posed embarkation  of  the  demanded  reinforcement  would 
be  most  conveniently  effected.  In  pursuance  of  this  deter- 
mination, after  haltingnine  days  in  Williamsburg,  his  Lord- 
ship advanced,  on  the  Ith  of  July,  to  James  Town  Island, 
upon  which  he  had  previously  fixed  as  the  fittest  scite  for 
the  transportation  of  his  army  to  the  Southern  banks  of  the 
James.  Having  reached  that  point,  he  encamped  on  a  piece 
of  ground  that  covered  a  ford  into  the  Island  ;  and,  on  the 
same  evening,  the  Queen's  rangers  passed  the  river.  The 
6th  and  the  6th  were  employed  in  conveying  across  the 
wheel-carriages  of  every  description,  the  baggage,  and  bat- 
horses.  Tiie  main  body  of  the  army  still  continued  in  the 
same  encampment,  but  it  was  the  intention  of  Cornwallis  to 
pass  over  with  it  on  the  following  day. 


VmOINTA.  511 

La  Fayette,  who  had  hitherto  so  happily  checker!  tlie  na-    CHAP. 
tive  ardor  of  his  (eiriper,  now  thouglil  it  not  only  justifia-      XIX. 

ble,  but  expedient,  to  depart  from  his  nsual  camion.     The    • 

intention  of  Cornwallis,  he  did  not  doubt ;  and  the  passage  •'  '        "^ 
of  his  adversary  over  so  large  a  stream  could  not  fail  to      ^70- 
present,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  army  should  have 
crossed,  an  opportunity  of  striking  his  rear,  too  plausible 
and  too  inviting,  not  to  be  eagerly  seized  even  by  a  General 
of  maturer  age.     The  chief  difficulty  was  to  ascertain  with     -^"'y 
precision  and  accuracy  the  moment  which  would  ensure  the 
success  of  the  attack.     With  a  view,  to  this,  La  Fayette 
had  detached  exploring  parties  in  various  directions.  Lieu-  resoltefou 
tenant  Colonel  Mercer  displayed  on  this  occasion  his  usu-  attacking 
al  activity.     During  the  night  of  the  3rd,  he  passed  unob-  ^»"^- 
served  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,   and  informed  his 
commander  of  their  subsequent  movement  towards  James 
Town.     La  Fayette  immediately  resolved  to  strike  a  par- 
tial blow  at  Cornwallis,  and  put  his  army  in  motion  towards 
the  same  point.     On  the  evening  of  the  5th,  a  short  inter- 
val of  eight  miles  only  separated  him  from  the  foe.     To 
execute  the  meditated  attack  early  on  the  following  day, 
was  his  settled  intention— and  in  this  he  had  been  confirm- 
ed by  the  undouhted  passage  of  troops  on  the  4th,  and  the 
continual  crossing  and  re- crossing  of  boats  since  that  time. 
In  the  forenoon  of  the  6th,  however,  as  he  was  advancing 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  ready  to  fall  on  what  he  mistook 
for  the  British  rear,  and  flushed  with  hopes  of  approaching 
victory,  he  received  intelligence  which  produced  some  he- 
sitation in  his  mind.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer,  intent  on 
ascertaining  the  real  situation  of  the  British,  had  cauti- 
ously proceeded  as  far  as  the  well  known  mansion  at  Green- 
spring      There  he  was  iqformed  by  a   fugitive  negro, 
whom  chance  threw  in  his  way,  of  the  proximity  of  Tarlc- 
ton's  corps,  and  of  the  encampment  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  his  main  force  at  a  Church,  not  more  than  one  mile 
in  front.     Eluding  with  somedifficulty  the  pursuit  of  the 
foe,  by  whom  he  was  now  discovered,  fiercer  hastened  to 
communicate  to  the    Marquis  the  information  which  he 
had  just  collected.     After  a  few  moments  of  s'aspense.  La 
Fayette  determined  to  move  onward,  until  he  could  pro- 
cure additional  and  nn'loubted  intelligent e.     Soon  he  was 
rejoined  b^  two  young  dragoons,  who  had  been  detached  to 
the  river  with  glasses  to  observe  the  passage  of  the  hostile 
army.     Unable  distinctly  to  perceive  objects,   those  inex-  . 
perieneed  eutissaries,  had  mistaken  the  b:»ggage  for  troops, 
and   their  report   overruled  the   salutary  caution   which 
Mercer's   more   correct  intollii^ence  had   suggested.     La 
Fayette's  second.  General  Wayne,  ever  panting  after  bat- 
tle, enconragod  an  opinion  to  which  the  gallant  Marquis 
was  naturally  inclined,     A  conviction  seemed  to  prevail 
that  only  a  covering  party  had  remained  with  Coniwallls 
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CHAP,    and  final  disposUions  were  now  made  for  an  attack,  the 
^.IX.      siueoss  of  wliicli  was  deemed  infallible.     The  Bvilisli  eom- 

maiv.ler  received  inforii;ation  of  La  i  ayetle's  approach  a- 

■"  boiU  noon  on  the  6(h  ;  and  took  every  measure  in  hispow- 

1781  ^^  ^'*  <  onfinn  the  belief  that  his  rear  guard  only  now  re- 
mained. He  drew  up  the  major  part  of  his  army  in  eom- 
piitt  order  on  the  niiuu  land  ;  deployed  a  few  troops  on  the 
isJdiid  so  as  to  nuignify  their  apparent  numbers  :  drew  in 
)ns  liglit  parties ;  and  directed  iiis  piquets  to  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  insulted  and  driven  in.  By  this  coincidence  of 
cireuiustances  calculated  to  delude,  an  error  was  perpetu- 
aied  v»hii.'h  exposed  the  x\merican  army  in  Virginia  to  the 
most  imminent  peril  of  nUer  annihilation. 
Affair  I  car  AboUt  three  in  the  afternoon,  LaFavette's  army  began 
Janies  to  movc  ftoui  Grecuspi  ing      This  lute  hour  was  judicious- 

To.vr  ly  and  ha?>pil_>  fixed  m])oh.     If  only  a  strong  hostile  party 

should  he  found  at  James  ToMn,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
day  would  sutfite  for  iss  destruction  ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
tiu"  uiam  body  of  1  ornwallis's  troops  should  be  encounter- 
ed, (he  intervening  shades  of  the  approaching  night,  would 
shield  the  A'.uericans  from  ruin.  In  their  advance  to  the 
enemy,  nol  uu^'re  than  one  mile  and  a  half  distant,  La  Fay- 
ette's troops  had  to  pass  over  a  causeway,  extending  ft  om 
the  house  at  Greeuspring,  to  the  Williamsburg  road, 
through  a  tract  of  low  and  sunken  ground,  impracticable 
to  ♦•ither  infantry  or  cavalry.  The  time  consumed  in  the 
passage  of  ibis  defile  letarded  the  approach  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  the  liiitish  till  near  sun  set.  '1  he  rille  corps  un- 
der Call  and  Willis,  and  a  patrole  of  dragoons,  formed  the 
front  of  the  assailants.  These  >\ere  folloAved  by  the  ca- 
valry of  Armand  and  Mercer's  troop,  headed  by  JWajor 
M  Pherson.  The  Continental^infantry  under  Wayne,  sup- 
potted  the  whole.  Steuben  was  left  at  Greenspring  with 
the  militia,  forming  a  reserve  obviously  too  remote  from 
the  acting  corps  for  any  efficient  puipose.  AYlien  the  ad- 
vancing column  reached  the  road,  parties  of  riflemen  were 
thrown  on  its  tlanks,  v\}iilbt  the  cavalry  continued  to  move 
in  front.  1  he  action  was  soon  commenecd  by  a  desultory 
fire  of  the  enemy's  y.igers  M'Pherson  and  IVsercer  being 
then  ordered  to  talie  iheeomnrand  of  th(  rifle  corps,  ra- 
pidly led  them  on  to  tl;e  attack,  aid  drove  in  the  hostile 
piquels,  with  niuch  confusion  and  soujc  loss  on  the  side  of 
the  British.  'I'his  julvanlage  vas  keet;ly  puisued  by  the 
American  riilenun,  who,  taking  post  in  a  diich  covered  by 
a  raii  fence,  recomntrnced  their  lire  with  cousidcrable  ef- 
fect.— Two  battalions  of  Continental  infantry  led  on  by  Ma- 
jors Galvanand  Vi  illis,  supported  by  twopieces  of  arlillery, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Savage,  ko\>  joined  the  ri- 
flemen, and  assisted  them  in  successfully  maintaining  for 
sometime  a  most  arduous  conflict  agtiinst  the  enemy,  who 
now  advanced  in  a  body  headed  by  Lieutenant  Col.  loike  on 
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<!ie  I'ij^lit,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dundas  on  tbe  left CTIAP. 

The  supeiiorily  of  the  foe,  however,  was  too  great  to  Le      XIX. 
long  resisted:  the  lijlenien  fust  gave  way,  then  the  caval- 
ry, and  linally  tJie  light  infantry.     They  all  fell  hack  ujjon 


river. 


Wayne,  as  did  also  Capt.  Savage  with  his  two  field  pieees. 
The  brave  ieuder  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  had  drawn  up 
his  men.  in  compact  order,  under  cover  of  an  adjacent 
wood.  He  rcpeatedlj  direcled  them  to  charge  the  enemy 
■with  fixed  bayonets,  but  local  circumstances  prevenled  the 
execution  of  this  order,  and  allowed  only  a  close  and  mur- 
derous lire.  Lu  Fayette,  who  by  this  time  had  discovered 
his  ndslake,  and  become  convinced  that  he  had  to  contend 
with  the  main  body  of  tbe  British  army,  observing  that 
Wayne  was  nearly  outflanked  on  both  si'des,  ordered  him 
to  retreat  to  the  second  line  of  Continentals,  drawn  up  a- 
bout  half  a  mile  in  his  rear.  The  darkness  of  tbe  night 
favoured  this  retreat ;  it  was,  however,  found  necessary 
to  abandon  the  two  iield-pieces— after  which  the  morass 
in  front  of  Greenspring  w^as  re-crossed,  and  the  acting 
corps,  together  with  the  reserve,  proceeded  to  a  more  re- 
mote and  safer  encampment.  W  liether  fi  om  his  sjppre- 
hension  of  some  ambuscade,  or  from  what  was  widi  him  a 
more  powerful  consideration  than  fear,  a  desire  of  quickly 
transniiaing  to  Sir  Henry  CJinton  the  required  assistance,  Cormvallis 
Cornwaliis  attempted  no  pursuit,  but,  •in  the  course  of  the  passes  to 
night,  crossed  over  into  James-Town  Island,  and  soon  af-  tiies.side 
terwards  proceeded  to  Portsmouth.  ?,i^"^^^ 

In  this  affair,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  Continen-  " 
tal  troops,  among  whom  ten  officers,  were  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken.  The  British  state  their  loss,  both  in  killed  and 
wounded,  at  five  officers  and  seventy  privates. 
^  Thus  did  La  Fayette  again  escape  impending  destruction. 
For  this  escape,  he  was  indebted  partly  to  the  lateness  of 
the  time  wlien  the  action  commenced,  as  one  hour  more  of 
day-hght  would  probably  have  been  attended  with  tie  ut- 
ter ruin  of  his  army,  and  partly  to  that  langour  of  exertion 
which  had  characterized  the  conduct  of  Cornwallis  in  al- 
most every  stage  of  his  expedition  through  Virginia. 
Cramped  in  his  operations  by  the  orders  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  at  New  York,  either  disgusted  with  the  subordi- 
nate task  of  executing  plans  carved  by  another,  or  solely 
bent  on  accelerating  the  embarkation  of  relief  demanded 
by  his  prineipal,  he  no  longer  displaved  that  ardor  and  ac- 
tivity wliich  had  marked  his  progress  through  tbe  Caroli- 
nas.  The  anmhilation  of  the  force  under  his  rival,  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  constituted  his  primary,  and,  indeed, 
his  sole  obiect ;  and  the  inferiority  of  that  force  made  the 
attainment  of  that  object  practicable  and  easy.  To  this  was 
added  a  circumstance  highly  favourable  to  h'is  success,  tbe 
youth  of  his  adversary.     Yet,  after  a  vaunting  assurance 

3  S. 
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CHAP,    (hat  the  Boy  covld  not  escape  him,  and  a  few  transient  ef- 
XIX.      forts  to  realize  thatassutante,  he  was  seen  a!l  at  once  trans- 
ferring his  thouglUs  from  measures  essenliall^v  conneeted 

■  with  the  snbjiigation  of  the  South,  to  the  inlViior  aims  of 

1-81  pi'tdatory  warfare.  The  pursuit  and  annililation  of  La 
Fayette  were  relinquished  for  the  inghirious  and  ineffectu- 
July.  *^  purpose  of  burning  tobaceo,  destroying  scattered  maga- 
zines, dispersing  raw  levies,  capturing  a  few  officers  of  mi- 
litia, driving  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  beyond  the  Blue 
Eidge,  plundering  private  properly,  and  paroling  an  un- 
armed and  inactive  portion  ol  the  people.  In  short,  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  in  Y.'rginia  totally  different  from  the  proud 
conqueror  of  Gates,  and  the  able  opponent  of  Greene. 

Tliis  campaign  cro>vned  l^a  Fayette  with  immortal  ho- 
nor. His  zeal,  his  energy,  his  sagacity,  the  skill  and  promp- 
titude with  which  he  retrived  his  occasional  crroi's.  the  pa- 
tience and  even  the  cheerfulness  with  which  he  participa- 
ted in  the  many  wants  and  privations  of  his  troops,  the  en- 
thusiastic spirit  whicb  he  infused  into  those  troops  and  the 
people  at  large,  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  grateful 
Virginians  ;  and  judges  of  the  military  science  allow  him 
no  inconsiderable  praise  for  having  been  able  not  only  to 
save  his  couiparalivtl>  small  army,  but  to  manoeuvre  in  the 
face  of  a  superior  enemy,  iti  an  open  couniry,  even  before 
his  jinietion  with  Wayne  and  Steuben  *  During  this  most 
gloomy  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  La  Fayette  re- 
mained undismayed  and  serene ;  he  did  not  despair  a  mo- 
ment of  the  common  cause,  and  ho  exhibited,  throigh  the 
whole,  a  memorable  specimen  of  presnature  ability  and 
heroic  courage. 

Tarleton  is        After  crossing  .Tames  river.    Cornwallis   had  detached 

fiSf  *"*  '-^^"^-  ^''"lo"^'!  tai-leton  to  the  distant  Coun<y  of  Bedford, 
for  the  double  purpose  of  destroying  magazines  said  to 
have  been  formed  in  that  County,  and  of  intercepting 
some  light  troops  reported  to  be  on  their  march  from 
Greene's  ariny  to  (liat  of  La  Fayette.  Neither  stores  nor 
troops,  were  found  by  the  British  partizan,  who  rejoined 
his  General  on  the  15th,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  The 
reinforcement  destinod  for  New- York  had  been  hastened 
to  Poitsmoulb,  and  thither  Cornwallis  himself  now  re- 
paired. With  his  infantry,  he  encamped  in  front  of  the 
works;  the  cavalry,  crossing  Klizalietb  river  found  abun- 
dant supplies  in  the  fertile  County  of  Pi  incess-Anne. 

The  American  army,  reinforced  by  a  troop  of  dragoons 
from  the  Town  of  Bahiniore,  retiretl  to  the  Forks  of  York 
river,  where  it  was  permitted  to  enjoy  a  short  interval  of 
"well-earned  repose.  The  militia  had  now  been  discharged; 
and  iill  active  operations  now  appeared  suspended,  with  the 
exception  of  the  movement  of  a  body  of  infantry  conveyed 
to  the  South  side  of  James  river,  under  the  command  of 
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Brigadicr-Gcncral  Wayne,  but  too  inconsiderable  for  sue-     CHAP. 
ce&siul  enttrprize.  XI -v. 

Tlift  lrans[>(»r(s  on  board  of  whieli  the  troops  required  by   

Clinlun  IkuI  bten  embarked,  were  yet  in  llie  harbour  at 

Pwrtsuioutb.  wlien  an  order  was  received  from  him,  eoun-       i7jji 
tcrmatnling  (heir  sailing.     Sir  Henry  urged  the  execution 
of  iiis  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  on  the  waters  of 
Ibr  Chesapeak,    and  recommended  for  that  purpose  some 
fii>ourable  point  wiihin  the  neck  of  land  at  Williamsburg 
(the  re-possrssion  of  which,  if  abandoned,  he  strongly  ad- 
vised) either  at  Old  Poitit-Comfort,  on  Hampton-Road, 
or  at  York-Town,  on  (he  river  of  that  name.     Tndepen-  York- Town 
dently  of  (he  predatory  maritime  excursions  which  the  es-  andGlou- 
tablishment  oC  such  a  post  would  favour,  Clinton  wished  to  cester  point 
seeure  an  eligible  station  i<>r  lineot  battle  ships  during  the  edbyCorn- 
winter  montlis,  and  such  a  station  could  no  where  be  pro-  walUs. 
cured.  North  of  tl«c  Chesapeak.     The  British  Admiral,  on 
the  American  coast,  had  himself  suggested  the  plan,  and 
expressed  a  preference  of  Old  Point  Comfort.     According- 
ly, Lord  Cornwallis  lost  no  time  in  directing  that  scite  to 
be  examined  by  the  engineers  and  the  officers  of  the  navy. 
Their  repor(  was  unTavourable,  and  York  and  Gloucester 
were  therefore  selected,  as  the  only  places  capable  of  an- 
swering (he  re(|uisite  purposes.     Portsmouth  was  imme- 
diately evacuateu.    Part  of  tlie  British  army  proceeded,  in 
trai}S{)()r(s  and  boats,  up  (he  Chesapeak.      The  posts  fixed 
upon  were  easily  seized,  and  speedily  fortified     Cornwallis, 
en(rus(ing  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dundas  the  defence  of  the 
works  on  the  side  of  Gloucester,  took  himself  charge  of  the 
post  at  York.     The  conceiitration  of  the  whole  British 
force  at  those  points,  was  completed  on  the  22d  of  August. 

This  clumge  of  position,  on  (h3  part  of  the  enemy,  re-  La  Fayette 
called  La  Fayette  to  his  pristine  ac!i\ity.  He  broke  up  t,"e^"eijh" 
from  his  camp  on  the  Pamunkey,  and  ordered  the  detach-  borhooil. 
meat  under  Wayne,  now  on  the  Southern  side  of  James 
river,  to  rejoin  his  main  body.  His  first  care  was  to  cir- 
cumscrilje  the  extensive  range  embraced  by  Simeoe,  on 
the  side  of  Gloucester,  and  by  Tarleton.  on  that  of  York, 
in  their  foraging  excursions.  With  (his  view,  Col.  John 
Taylor,  formerly  of  Hazen's  regimen(,  >Yas  stationed  at 
Gloucester  Court  house,  lor  the  protection  of  the  adja- 
cent country:  another  olliner  took  post,  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, at  Ciiiswcll's  ordinary,  on  the  road  from  York  to 
Fredericksburg.  The  ofHcer  at  this  last  post  sufTeied  his 
corps  to  be  surprised  and  dispersed  by  tlie  enterprizing 
and  impetuous  Tarleton ;  but  Colonel  Taylor  successfully 
withstood  every  hostile  attempt  against  his  station,  until 
relieved,  early  in  September,  by  Brigadier-Gen.  Weedon, 
who  had  again  been  called  to  the  command  of  a  portion  of 
the  militia.  Thisv, Judicious  olftcer,  who  fully  understood 
the  value  of  that  skill  and  intrepidity  Avhieh  experience 
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imparts  in  militavy  affairs,  selected  among  the  miliiia  such 
individuals  as  liad  previously  served  in  the  regular  army, 
incorporated  them  into  an  elite  ol"  about  two  hundred  effec- 
tives, aid  detached  them  in  front  of  the  niiliria,  under  the 
direeiion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mercer,  whose  zeal  and 
usefulness  had  been  so  eonS|,ieuously  manifested  in  the 
early  part  of  the  campaign.  By  this  and  other  salutary 
arrangements,  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  were  prompt- 
ly and  efficiently  restrained,  on  the  Gloucester  side  of  the 
river. 

But  it  is  time  to  look  hack  to  the  events  which  took 
place  in  the  North,  whilst  Yirginia  witnessed  the  transac- 
tion just  described. 

Gloonn  and  alarming  was  the  situation  of  the  main  A- 
meriean  army,  at  the  commencement  of  1781.  Mutiny, 
which  the  multiplied  and  prolonged  distresses  «f  the  troops 
had  often  tlireatened,  now  openly  broke  forth.  On  the  1st 
of  January,  the  Pennsvlvania  line,  complaining  of  nume- 
rous and  intolerable  grievances,  took  and  loudly  avowed  a 
resolution  to  obtain  prompt  and  full  redress  from  Congress, 
and  accordingly  began  to  march  towards  Philadelphia. 
Tlic  complaints  of  the  discontented  soldiery  were  founded 
injustice  ;  and  a  Committee  of  members  of  Congres,  with 
a  deputation  from  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania, 
adjusted  the  discharges  and  arrears  which  they  claimed. 
I'liis  revolt  suggested  to  the  enemy  sanguine  hopes  of  a  to- 
tal dissolution  of  the  American  army.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
endeavoured  to  fan  the  flame  of  discord  ;  and  to  draw  the 
mutineers  to  the  side  of  Britain.  His  seducing  proposals, 
however,  were  magnanimously  rejected  ;  neglected  and  ag- 
grieved as  the  revollers  certainly  had  been,  they  refused 
to  betray  a  counlry  for  which  most  of  tiieni  had  bled,  and 
which  they  all  tenderly  loved.  The  Bi-iiish  emissaries  em- 
ployed in  the  dangerous  task  of  corrupfiiig  their  Hdeiity, 
were  by  them  surrendered  to  the  military  authority,  tried 
and  punisheil  with  an  ignominious  death.  The  policy  of 
yielding  to  an  armed  soldiery,  however  just  their  claims, 
is  always  pernicious.  Part  of  the  Jersey  brigade  soon  ma- 
nifested similar  symptoms  of  a  mutinous  spirit.  Washing- 
ton, sensible  that  such  disorder,  if  no(  restrained  wilh  ener- 
gy and  decision,  must  ultimately  dissolve  the  army,  deter- 
mined to  eiush  military  anarch}  by  a  vigorous  effort.  Bri- 
gadier General  Howe  was  commissioned  to  bring  the  mu- 
tineers to  unconditional  subnnssion.  This  was  happily  ef- 
fected. 'I  he  menacing  ♦effervescence  subside!  ;  and  the  at- 
tention of  the  States  to  the  wants  and  suff^erings  of  their 
defenders,  rous^Ml  by  these  violent  eruptions,  became  more 
efficient.  Yet,  from  the  almost  total  ruin  oft  he  public  cre- 
dit, and  from  the  imbecility  of  a  government,  possessing 
no  coercive  powers  equal  to  the  remedy  of  existing  evils. 
General  Washington  continued  to  labour  under  incalculable 
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difliciilties.     How,  with  such  scantj-  means  for  the  subsist-    CHAP, 
cnce,  clothing,  and  pay  of  the  army,  he  was  able  to  pi-e-      XIX. 

vent   its  dissolution,   will  ever  be  a  matter  of  surprize. 

Tliere  is,  it  would  appear,  in  a  nation  earn»'sfly  bent  on  the  ' 

support  of  liberty,  and  the  acquisition  of  Independence,  an  ^^^^ 
indestructible  principle  of  vitality,  a  creative  spirit  suffici- 
ent  to  overcome  e\evy  diJficulty,  to  baflle  every  calculation, 
to  deride  every  hope,  founded  on  the  annihilation  of  its  re- 
sources. It  was  that  spirit  which  reconciled  the  people  of 
America  to  sacrifices  and  deprivations  of  every  sort — which 
triu.nplied  over  all  the  perplexities  and  embarassments,' 
arising  from  inexperience,  weakness  and  iluctuation  in  the 
general  Government,  and  from  supineness  or  tardiness  in 
some  of  the  Stales.  'I'he  American  revolution  was  des- 
tined to  afford  a  new  a!id  striking  instance  of  the  efficacy 
of  moral  force**.  In  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  their  attachment  and  conscious  interest,  we  must 
look  for  the  real  sources  of  that  mysterious  power  of  re- 
sistance, which  irregular  and  fitful  as  its  exertions  appear- 
ed, ulti.nately  enabled  Congress  to  overcome  the  systematic 
and  condensed  hostility  of  Britain. 

Early  in  (he  present  year,  Lieutenant  Col.  Laurens  ap-  PecTiniary 
peared  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  as  the  special  Envoy  of  aid^crranted 
Congress.  His  mission  hvid  a  double  object.  It  was  to 
solicit  a  loan  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  to  urge 
the  CO  operation  of  the  French  fleet  in  some  decisive  cn- 
torprize  against  the  common  enemy.  The  last  point  was 
fully  obtained  ;  but,  willing  as  France  was  to  aid  Congress, 
in  every  respect  to  the  utmost  of  her  power,  her  own  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  opposed  extensive  grants.  Her 
ditficulties  had  commenced  in  the  pompous  roign  of  Louis 
XIV,  and  been  greatly  increased  by  the  extravagance  of 
the  Regent,  and  the  voluptuous  and  dissolute  career  of  Lou- 
is XV.  The  young  and  virtuous  monarch,  now  on  the 
throne,  Louis  XVI.  had  inherited,  with  a  splendid  sceptre, 
immense  financial  difficulties.  He  was,  therefore,  com- 
pclied  to  narrow  down  the  assistance  urged  by  Congress  to 
six  millions  o£  livres  tournois,  which  he  generously  grant- 
ed as  a  subsidy  for  tln-^  pres«^nt  year.  Upon  a  further  re- 
presentation of  the  alarming  distresses  of  America,  he  be- 
came security  for  a  loan  to  be  opened  in  Holland,  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States;  and,  astlierp  was  little  proba- 
bility of  oJjtaining  any  money  llierc  in  season,  he  liberally 
agreed  th:it  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  sliould.  in  tiie  first  in- 
stance, be  advanced  to  Ame;*ica  from  the  Royal 'j'reasury. 
In  the  existing  crisis,  this  aid,  joined  to  the  gold  and  silver 
jntroiluceil  into  the  United  States,  through  the  channel  of 
an  advantageous  commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  and  by 
means  of  the  French  army  in  Rhode  IsUumI.  proved  essenti- 
ally Ijenefifial  to  tiie  country.  It  removed  the  almost  in- 
tolerable pi-essure  of  those  complicated  difHcullies,  under 
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CHAP,  which  Congress  laboured  for  the  maintenance  of  the  arm- 
XIX.  ed  foi'ce.  liHglit  prospects  again  succeeded  the  cheerless 
gloom,  which  had  so  deeply  overspread  the  Union  us  to 
dim  even  thai  splendour  of  constancy,  which  had  hithcfto 
been  displayed  by  the  Congress.  With  a  view  to  obtain 
fi'om  the  Couvl  of  Madrid  efficient  succours  in  aioney,  and 
oiher  requisites  of  war,  they  had,  in  a  desponding  hour, 
instructed  Mr.  Jay  to  relinquish,  if  expedient,  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
below  the  31st  degree  of  North  latitude,  and  to  a  i'vee  port 
on  that  river,  within  the  Spanisii  Territory.  Foriunately, 
the  prudence  of  Mr.  Jay  still  kept  open  these  important 
claims. 

An  event  long  expected  by  all,  ardently  wished  for  b}  the 
friends  of  Great  Britain,  and  no  less  ardently  deprecated 
by  those  of  America,  took  place  in  the  course  of  tlie  present 
year,  and  introduced  a  new  ajra  in  the  financial  concerns  of 
the  Union.    The  bills  of  credit  sunk  beneath  their  own 
bulk.     Thtir  extinction,  however,  was  not  attended  with 
any  of  tliose  visable  effects  which,  it  had  been  thought  by 
friends  ami  foes,  Mould,  upon  such  an  occurrence,  con- 
vulse the  country.  The  contest  was  grounded  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  whatever  tended  to  promote  its  success, 
easily  cont^iliated  their  acquiescence.    'Fhey  understood  the 
original  necessity  of  paper- money  ;  its  operation  was  con- 
sidered as  a  tax,  oppressive,  infleed,  to  many  individuals, 
but  vitally  useful  to  the  great  body  of  the  nation.     There 
are  cases  in  which  the  people  are  so  intimately  hleudi'd 
with  their  Government,  that  the  acts  of  the  latter  are,  in 
effect,  popular  acts;  and,  whatever  their  result  niaybe, 
cannot  be  understood  to  have  originated  in  any  other  views 
than  those  of  public  utility.     Accordingly,  that  violation 
of  the  national  faith,  which,  inl?81,miu!p  '200,000,G0O  of 
pa|>er  dollars  redeemable  by  5,000,000  of  silver  ones,  not 
only  excited  no  irritation,  no  tumult,  but  was  cheerfully 
assented  to.     Towards  the  close  of  February,  Robert  ?»Ior- 
ris  had  been  appointed  superintendant  of  Finance,  "  toexa- 
"  mine  into  the  slate  of  the  public  debts,  expenditures  and 
"revenue;  to  digest  and  rejwrt  plans  for  iuiproviag  and 
**  regulating  the  finances,  and  for  establishing  order  and  e- 
"  conomy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money."     The  ge- 
nius and  activity  of  that  gentleman  eminently  fittetl  hiui 
for  those  various  objects.     His  candour   dispelled  those 
ideal  prospects  which  the  delusive  expectation  of  extensive 
foreign  loans  ha.1  hitherto  presented  to  the  people.     For 
the  empty  bubbles  of  hope,  he  substituted  tlic  solid  founda- 
tions of  i*evenue,  and  pointed  out  to  his  countrymen  the  ter- 
mination of  the  arduous  contest,  in  a  steady,  persevering, 
and  judicious  application  of  national  resources.     Fugitive, 
ephemeral  expedients  were  exploded  ;  chaos  yielded  to  or- 
der j  intricacy  to  simplicity  5  distrust  to  couiidence.    Ele- 
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itients  hitherfo  inertor  barren,  m  ere  vivified  by  a  proper  sys-    CHAP. 
tem  of  (axation  ;  and  peace  beeanie  more  probable.  In  pro-       XIX. 

portion  as  the  ability  of  the  United  States  to  continue  the  

war,  became  greater.     A  spirit  of  useful  ieforni  seems  to  '" 

have  actuated  the  Congress  a!)out  this  time.  The  complex  n^i 
and  unwieldy  machinery  of  Boards  or  Committees  for  the 
great  Executive  departments,  being  abandoned,  a  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  a  Secretary  of  Marine,  and  a  Secretary  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  were  added  to  the  superintendant  of  Finance. 
It  was  thus  that  experience  gradually  led  the  federal  sys- 
tem towards  those  improvements  which  it  has  since  re- 
ceived. 

By  the  judgment,  economy,  and  zeal  of  the  superinten- 
dant of  Finance,  the  most  pressing  wants  of  the  army  were 
immediately  relieved.  The  establishment  of  a  National 
Bunk  enabled  him  to  use  by  anticipation,  the  resources  of 
the  country  ;  his  own  private  credit  was,  at  first,  benefici- 
ally exerted  :  afterwards  the  aids  obtained  from  France,  or 
through  her  channel,  but,  above  all,  an  efficient  system  of 
taxation,  accomplished  in  a  great  measure,  the  herculean 
task  which  had  devolved  upon  the  Financier. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  was  the  situation  of  Wash- 
ington's army,  in  respect  tj  numbers.  The  authority  of 
Congress  had  directed  an  army  of  37,000  men  to  be  in 
cam |)  by  the  first  of  January,  1781.  This  extensive  plan 
never  was  executed.  In  the  month  of  May,  Washington 
counted  only  7.000  men,  of  whom  between  *  and  5,000  were 
fit  for  action.  The  situation  of  the  South  has  been  des- 
cribed ;  the  Indian  combination  menacing  the  Western 
frontier,  we  have  also  mentioned  ,*  the  gloom  of  the  ho- 
rizon was  wtill  deepened  by  the  appearance  of  hostile  clouds 
on  the  side  of  Canada,  and  by  symptoms  of  discord  in  the 
tract  of  country  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont.— Vigorous  operations  vigainst  New-York,  the  seat  Plan  of  an 
of  Britisli  power  in  America  had  long  been  fondly  contem-  ?l^ewYork^" 
plated  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  To  this  object  he 
had  steadily  adhered,  tlirough  every  fluctuation  of  force, 
and  vicissitude  of  fortune,  resolved  to  make  tlie  attempt  so 
soon  as  circumstances  should  promise  a  favouablc  issue. 
To  it  he  now  reverted  with  increased  ragerne?s,  convinced 
tlsat,  if  an  attack  on  New-York,  should  fail  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, it  would,  at  least,  have  the  happy  Xjffect  of  relieving 
the  South,  by  compelling  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  recall  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Biilisli  troops  from  that  quarter. 
— At  the  same  time,  Washington  kept  his  eyes  open  on  Vir- 
ginia, where  a  successful  blow  might,  he  presumed,  be 
eventually  inllicted  on  Cornwallis. — The  important  infor- 
mation bj'ought  by  the  Count  De  Bjirras,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  theeonimand  of  the  French  Squadron  on  (he 
American  coast,  and  who  reached  Boston  early  in  May, 
with  the  Viscount  De  Rochambeau  and  a  reinforcement  of 
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CHAP.    1,500  men,  encouraged  the  most  sanguine  hopes.    It  sta- 

XIX.      ted  among  other  interesting  circumstances,  (hat  (he  Count 
De  Grasse,  >vi(h  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  had  been  ordered 

'  to  the  West-Indies,  hut  directed  at  (he  same  tin»e,  to  eo- 

1781  operate  w'lih  General  Washington  and  Count  DeRocham- 
beau,  duj'ing  the  liurricane  mon(hs.  He  might  be  expect- 
ed with  eer(aiuty  towards  the  close  of  July.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  intelligence.  General  Washington  hastened 
to  WethersfieJd  in  Connec(ieut,  there  to  concert  with  Ro- 
clrambeau  and  Barras,  a  plan  of  subsequent  operations. 
,,  He  Barras  could  not  attend  their  conference,  and  measures 
were  settled  by  the  two  Generals.  They  substantially  a- 
greed  upon  a  junction  of  their  respective  forces  on  the  Hud- 
son, and  an  enterprizc  against  New-York,  or,  should  tins 
prove  impracticable,  they  determined  to  direct,  upon  the 
arrival  of  He  Grasse,  the  w»'ight  of  (he  combined  naval 
and  land  forces,  against  any  British  pos't,  where  the  hope 
of  success  should  invite  their  efforts.  After  this  inter- 
view, General  Washington  w  rote  to  Congress,  letters,  ia 
which  he  stated  as  its  result,  the  plan  of  an  attack  upon 
New-York,  by  theji>iut  forces  of  France  and  America. 
The  express  carrying  these  letters,  and  other  dispa(ches 
urging  adequate  reinforcements  of  regulars  and  militia, 
was  intercepted  in  (he  .Terseys.  The  intelligence  which 
they  contained,  combined  wi(h  the  subsequent  movements 
and  preparadons  of  the  allied  armies,  alarmed  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  for  the  safety  of  New- York,  and  influenced  his  de- 
termination to  withdraw  from  Virginia  a  portion  of  the 
troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis.  Hence  the  orders  which 
eramped  the  operations  of  the  latter,  and  which  were  too 
late  recalled  for  his  success,  or  even  security. 

In  the  beginning  of  Juty.  General  Washington  with  in- 
creased, though  not  complete  numbers  advanced,  to  the 
White  Plains,  where  Roehambeau  likewise  proceeded. 
The  combined  armies  took  a  position  overawing  King's 
Bridge  and  its  environs.  Before  this  junction  was  effected, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  had  attenspfed  to  seize  on  the 
British  posts  in  the  North  of  York  Island,  and  meditated  an 
attack  on  a  corps  of  light  troops  stationed  at  Morrisania, 
under  Colonel  Helanly.     For   this  double  purpose,  the 

.luly.  New  Jersey  line,  and  numerous  bodies  of  militia,  had  beeu 
ordered  to  converge  towards  King's  Bridge.  These  threa- 
tening movements,  together  with  the  advance  of  the  French 
troops,  and  (he  certainty  of  the  directions  given  to  the 
Count  He  Grasse  by  his  government,  vigorously  to  co-ope- 
rate, during  the  summer,  with  AVashington  and  Rocham- 
heau,  kept  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  a  continued  state  of  alarm 
for  the  post  under  his  immediate  command.  This  satisfac- 
torily accounts  for  his  pressing  order  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  from  Europe,  to  the  a- 
luount  of  nearly  3,000  men,  in  some  degree  calmed  his 
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fears;  butit  was,  at  the  same  tirae,  one  of  tlie  circurastan-    CHAP 
ces  v.h,ch  induced  General   Washingtoi,  finally  to  "21      XiX 
quish  bis  favonte  ol)ject,  tbe  reduction  of  New  York  and 

to  turn  the  s<orm  of  war  against  the  ravagis  of  (he  Sfiutb 

borne   British  historians  have  consideied  (he  intereeoted 

communications  of  the  American  Commander  in  Chief  Vcs        *''^^ 

pecting  a  concerted  attack  upon  Sir  Henry,  and  all  tlie  u!-'  tu-    , 

terwr  movements  of  the  combined  forces  in  the  nei-hhop    JSln^-V* 

hood  of  King's  Bridge  and  Statnn- Island,  as  soS'difl  ^S^t. 

lerent  parts  ol  a  well  arranged  and  suceessful  feint  •*   but  ^^^^op^'"*- 

this  is  an  erroneous  eoDJecture.     The  oriidnal  and  m-Jma    *'""'.*" 

ry  object  of  Washiogton%„doubtedly  was^'kew  Yor'k  "^^  Saiii. 

views  against  CornwalUs  were  subordinate  and  eventual 

It  was  not  before  the  month  of  August,  that  his  i>t(entinn      i 

^as  turned  to  the  Southward,  as  the  definite  sceneof  those         "^ 

ottensive  operations,  in   wliieh  it  was  desirable  to  emnlov 

the  present  campaign.    To  this  determination  he  was  ini 

peiled  by  the  slowness  of  the  States  in  compIvJro.  ^vith  his 

requisitions  for  men  ,•  by  the  accession  of  strenaih  iist  r^ 

eeivedat  New-York;  and  by  the  imr«.rfant  fnforn^iji'a 

that  Count  De  Grasse  was  to  have  sailed  from  Catie  Fran 

cois  for  the  Chesapeak,  on  the  third  of  August,  wi  h  a  fleet 

of  about  25  sail  of  the  line,  having  on  bLd  :;wa  j^^ 

S,000  soldiers.     The  instructions  of  the  French  aduiiral 

and  his  engagements  with  the  Spaniards,  would  not,  it  was 

positively  stated,  allow  him  to  remain  on  the  Ameriln 

coas   after  (be  middle  of  October.     Then  it  was,  tba  Ge" 

neral  Washington  saw  the  expediency   of  chanjcin-  the 

point  of  attack      With  decision  and   prompti(udef  h?  se  ! 

tied  with  Rochambeau,  De  Barras,  and  Lu  Fayette  tL 

ouUines  of  the  new  scheme,  which  it  was  all  important   o 

conceal  as  long  as  possible,  from  Sir  Henrv  Clinton.     Fop 

this  last  purpose,  entrusting  to  General  Heath  the  defence 

of  the  posts  on  the  Hudson,  the  Commander  in  Chief  eros- 

sed  this  river  with  the  combined  armies,  marched  in  such 

a  direction,  and  gave  to  all  his  movements  and  operations  August  25, 

such  an  aspect,  as  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  iiis  real  de 

«go  was  to  seize  on  Staten-Island.  or  to  occupy,  near  San." 

dy  Hook,  a  position  calculated  to  protect  the  entrance  of 

the  French  fleet  into  the  harbour  of  New- York.     So  s"roni 

were  the  original  impressions  of  Sir  Henry,  and  so  well 

managed  the  deception,  that,  even  after  itbecame  nee Jsa- 

ry  for  the  allied  Chiefs  to  draw  up  the  curtain,  and,  leav 

ing  the  route  that  led  down  the  Hudson,  to  marchlVictly 

across  the  Jerseys,  the  enemy  considered  this  movement  as 

a  feint.     I   was  only  when   Wasliington  hud  crossed    he 

Delaware,  that  his  real  object  began  to  be  suspected  by  he 
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Bi'itish  General.    His  march,  could  not  then  be  molested  ; 
but  to  recall  his  steps,  if  possible,  Arnold  was  directly  to 
fall  with   impctuosiiy  upon  Connecticut.     To  attack  and 
desolate  his  native  soil,  suited  the  ti-aitors  infuriated  mind. 
The  corps  placed   under  him  for  that  expedition,  passing 
throua;b  the  sound  in  transports,  landed  ahout  3  miles  from 
New  London,  on  hoth  sides  of  the  harbour.     On  the  West- 
ern side,  a  redoubt  and  Fort  Trumbull  constituted  the  A- 
merican  defences.     Against  these,  Arnold  advanced  with 
his  division.     They  were  evacuated  at  his  approach,  and 
the  men  conveyed  across  the  river,  into  Fort  Griswold,  on 
GroJon  Hill.     In  that  t  ort,  the  intrepid  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Ledyard  commanded.     Attacked,  on  three  different 
sides,  by  the  British  division  under  Colonel  Eyre,  he  made 
a   vigofous   and   obstinate  resistance.     Eyre    was   skin. 
Montgoinerv,  the  second  in  command,  met  with  a  similar 
fate.     Nearly  200  more  of  the  assailants  were  killed  and 
wounded.     Overpowered  b\  numbers,  the  gallant  Ledyard 
>vas  couipclled  to  surrender  his  sword.     It  was  instantly 
plunged  into  his  bosom,  and  his  murder  was  followed  by  the 
cainage  of  the  greater  part  of  the  garrison.     An  act  wor- 
thv  of  an  expedition  over  which  the  dark  genius  ot  a  trai- 
to[-  presided  !     Arnold  easily  possessed  himself  of  New -Lon- 
don.  which  he  plundered  and  burnt.     The  militia  of  the 
noiirhbourhood  began  to  assemble  ;  and  such  was  the  idea 
entertained  bv  the  British  of  their  enterprize  and  firmness, 
that  a  retreat  was  jiulged  necessary,  and  immediately  exe- 
cuted.    Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  barracks,  and  a 
lar'-e  magazine  of  gunpowder  at  Fort  Griswold,  escaped 
destruction.     The  piiniary   object  of  this  incursion  was 
frustrated,  the  plan  in  which  General  Washington  was  now 
en<'a"'cd  being  too  important  and  too  decisive,  to  yield  to 
a  desire  of  repressing  predatory  and  partial  operations  of 
the  enemy.     The  injury  intticted  on  the  people  ot  Connec- 
ticut WHS  immense  ;  but  it  proved,  in  the  end,  detrimental 
to  the  British  interest.     Such  expeditions  invariably  roll 
back  upon  their  authors  the  tide  of  ruin. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  allied  armies  passmg  through  Phi- 
ladelnhia,  on  the  Si d  and  ith  of  September,  pursued  their 
march  to  the  head  of  Elk.  The  Commander  m  Chief  was 
not  without  apprehensions,  lest  Cornwallis  should  escape  in- 
to the  <Hrolinas  :  he  therefore,  awaited  with  the  utmost 
anxiety,  the  completion  of  the  measures  announced  by  the 

French  admiral.  .  ^,r    ^  t    i. 

The  Commander  of  the  British  fleet  in  the  AVest  Indies, 
Rodney, knew  that  De  Grasse  intended  to  be  absent  from 
the  West  Indies  during  the  hurricane  months,  and  then  to 
visit  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  But  either  tlie  desire 
of  securing  the  late  immense  plunder  of  St.  Eustatius, 
rendered  him  inattentive  to  gieat  national  concerns,  or  he 
imagined  that  the  Count  would  employ  the  larger  portion 
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oFhis  (leet  in  protecting  from  Cape  Francois  to  <hc  ports  of   CTIAP. 
France  a  valuable  convoy  of  mercliantnien,  and  re  lain  only      XIX. 

a  few  ships  for  eo  operating  wUli  the  force  already  at 

Khode-lsland.     He  therefore  contented  himself  with  de-  ~ 


taehing  to  the  Chesapeak,  where  he  had  previously  direct-      nsi 
cd  Admiral  Graves  to  repair,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  with  14 
sail  of  the  line,  and  some  frigates.     Graves  was   acciden-  ^^  Samuel 
tally  prevented  from  receiving  Admiral  Rodney's  comma-  rives  on  th« 
nication  ;  and  if  he  had  received  it,  the  damage  sustained  American 
by  his  ships  in  his  late  cruize  off  Boston,  rendered  a  com-  ^°^*- 
pliance  impracticable.     AVhen  therefore  Sir  Samuel  Hood  Aug:ust2J. 
reached  the  Chesapeak,  on  the  25th  of  August,  he  found  it 
unoccupied,  and  immediately  steered  for  New- Y«»rk,  where 
Graves  was  refuting  his  squadron.     l)n  the  very  day  that 
Hood  appeared  off  the  Capes  oi  Virginia,  Count  l)e  Barras, 
who  now  commanded  the  French  naval  force  at  Rhode- is- 
land, sailed  from  Newport  for  the  Chesapeak,  taking  a  cir- 
cuitous route,  in  order  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  a  superior 
foe.     He  had  on  board  the  heavy  ordnance  and  other  im- 
plements, necessary  for  the  contemplated  investiture    of 
York.     Graves,  hastily  com;)ietifig  his  repairs,   stood  out 
to  sea,  in  expectation  to  meet  witii  either  De  Barras,  or 
De  Grasse.     United  with  that  of  Hood,  his  fleet  now  a- 
moimted  to  19  sail  of  the  line,  and  several  frigates. 

Count  De  Grasse,  trusting  the  rich  convoy  with  which  Count  De 

he  had  sailed  from  the  West  Indies,  to  thenroieetion  of  one  ^I'^s^*^ 

rciicrics  the 
ship  of  the  line,  and  a  lew  frigates,  directed  his  course  for  chesapeak. 

the  Chesapeak,  where  he  arrived  on  the  bOth  of  August.  August 30. 
An  officer  stationed  by  General  La  Fayette  at  Cape  Hen- 
ry, to  watch  his  arrival,  immediately  repaired  on  board 
his  s!iip,  and  gave  him  am{)le  intelligence  of  (he  situation 
of  affairs,  and  of  the  measures  intended  against  Corn  wailis. 
General  Washington  was  immediately  apprized  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  long  expected  fleet :  he  received  the  joyful  in- 
formation at  Chester,  in  Pennsylvania.  Nor  did  De  Grasse 
lose  a  moment  for  the  promotion  of  the  well  concerted 
plan.  He  sent  up  four  of  his  ships  to  block  up  the  mouth 
of  York  river,  while  some  of  his  frigates  conveyed  up  the 
James,  the  Marquis  De  St.  Simon,  with  the  troops  under 
bis  command,  with  a  view  to  effect  a  junction  with  La  Fay- 
ette, and  to  make  dispositions  calculated  to  prevent  the  es- 
cape of  Cornwallis  into  the  Carolinas. 

Admiral  Graves  received  no  intelligence  of  the  arrival     Xavalen- 
of  the  French,  nor  they  o    his  approach,  until  the  5th  of  g-agement 
September,  when  the  van  of  the  British  fleet  reached  Cape  between  De 
Henry.     The  French  fleet  lay  at  anchor,  to  the  number  of  cr^el^""^ 
2i  saif  of  the  line,  off  Lynhaven  Bay,  extending  towards  the 
middle-ground.     The  nature  of  the  fleet  in  view,  without     ^^P^'^*  ^• 
the  Capes,  was  soon  ascertained  by  DeGrnsse  to  be  hostile  : 
-4ie  immediately  threw  out  a  signal  for  his  ships  to  slip 
their  cables^  and  severally  to  form  the  line  as  they  coulel 
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coTDC  up,  with  their  heads  (o  the  Eastward.  Various  ma- 
nceuvres  weiv  piuciised  on  both  sides,  which  delayed  the 
cnp^agement  of  ihe  adverse  fleets  until  4  in  the  afternoon, 
and  that  enq;a,&;enient  was  only  a  paHial  one.  The  fore- 
most ships  on  both  sides  sufl'eied  considerably  :  the  night 
pat  an  end  to  (he  conflict.  The  injury  sustained  by 
Graves,  and  the  anxiety  of  DeGrasse  to  secure  the  Chesa- 
peak, and  cover  the  arrival  of  Ue  Barras,  prevented  a  re- 
rewal  of  theaetion,  although  the  two  hostile  fleets  were  in 
view  of  each  othtr  for  5  successive  dstys.  During  this 
time,  (he  squadron  from  Rhode  Island  happily  entered  the 
Bay  ;  and  two  British  frigates,  which  had  been  sent  to  cut 
the  French  Luoy's  at  the  anchorage  ground,  were  intercept- 
ed and  taken.  The  British  evacuating  and  burning  the 
Terrible,  returned  to  New-York,  to  repair  their  damages. 
— They  claimed  ihe  advantage  in  the  late  naval  contest ; 
but  the  unerring  criterion  of  victory,  is  the  aeconiplish- 
ment  of  the  end  pi-oposed.  In  the  present  ease,  the  object 
of  De  Grasse  was  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  Chesa- 
peak, and  as  he  oblained  that^  to  him  the  fortune  of  the 
day  substantially  belonged. 

AVhen  the  allied  army  reached  the  head  of  Elk,  mari- 
time transportation  could  not  be  procured  for  the  vhole. 
The  light  troops  only  were  embarked  ;  the  rest  pursued 
their  route  to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis.  After  Count  De 
Barras  had  sv\fely  entered  the  Bay,  the  transports  and  fri- 
gates with  him  furnished  a  prompt  and  easy  conveyance  for 
a  large  portion  of  the  army  from  those  places  to  Vir- 
ginia. General  Washington  himself,  attended  by  the  Count 
De  Rochambeau  and  the  Chevalier  De  Chastellux,  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  AVilliarasburg,  now  the  Head-Quarters  of 
L;»  Fajette,  and  arrived  there  on  the  14th  of  September. 
Anxious  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  meditated  blow,  he  re- 
paired with  pcveral  oflicers  of  rank,  French  and  American, 
on  board  Larille  de  Paris,  the  Admii'al's  ship,  where  the 
plan  of  the  siege  was  ultimately  arranged. 

Thus  did  the  cloud  of  danger,  hanging  over  Cornwallig, 
'thicken  npace.  Sensible  of  this,  he  had  imparted  his  fears 
to  Sir  jJenry  Clinton,  and  received  solemn  assurances  of 
prompt  and  efficient  relief,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  the  6th 
oP September.  1' our  thousand  troops,  he  was  told,  were 
already  embarked  for  the  purpose.  Admiral  Digby.  too, 
was  on  the  An.erican  coast  and  hourly  expected  at  New- 
York  with  naval  and  military  aids.  This  induced  Corn- 
wullis  to  think  his  situation  not  entirely  desperate.  He 
was  unwilling  to  abandon  a  post  which  his  instructions 
bouid  him  to  defend — the  possession  of  wliieh  was  prepa- 
ratory to  important  and  decisive  operations  against  Virgi- 
nia— an<l  with  which  he  must  have  sacrificed  a  considera- 
ble q'lantitv  of  artillery,  ships  of  war,  provisions  and  stores, 
together  with  his  sick  and  wounded,    'ihis  accotints  for 
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his  not  attacking  La  Fayette  and  St.  Simon,  before  the  at-  CHAP. 
rival  of  the  Confederate  army,  with  a  view  to  open  his  XIX. 
way  into  the  Carolinas.  Tlie  hope  of  relief,  too,  prcven<- 
ctl  liim  from  endeavouring  to  escape  to  New  York  by  the 
Gloucester  side.  At  the  same  time  that  he  was  confident 
of  succour,  he  did  not  neglect  to  fortify  himself.  Glouces- 
ter Point,  which  projects  far  into  the  river,  and  rises  very 
little  above  its  surface,  was  occupied,  and  completely  se- 
cured by  strong  defences.  Opposite  to  that,  the  Southei-n 
batik  of  the  stream,  steep  and  commanding,  was  strength, 
ened  with  batteries,  protecting  the  communication  be- 
tween the  two  posts.  Other  works  were  erected  both  for 
the  immediaJe  defence  of  the  town  of  York,  and  for  impe- 
ding hostile  approach  ;  the  latter  consisting  of  a  ran}>e  of 
outer  redoubts  and  fieid-defences.  The  protection  of  Glou- 
cester  Po«nt  was  entrusted  to  Lieut.  Col.  Dundas,  with  a 
detachmeni  of  infantry,  soon  after  joined  by  all  the  caval- 
ry. That  post  was  important  to  Cornwallis,  as  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  the  procuring  of  forage 
and  other  supplies,  and,  eventually,  ^Vith  the  promised  ac- 
cession of  strength.  The  main  body  of  the  British  army 
was  encamped  on  the  open  grounds  about  York  Town,  un- 
der cover  of  the  out-works  before  mentioned. 

Meanwhile,  the  several  divisions  of  the  combined  army, 
rapidly  converged  at  Williamsburg.  1  he  last  arrived 
there  on  the  25f  h  of  September.  The  whole  regular  force 
amounted  to  about  12,000  men  ;  to  which  must  be  added 
5,000  militia,  under  the  command  of  Governor  Nelson. 
Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  the  investiture  of  the 
hostile  posts  ;  and  no  doubts  were  entertained  of  the  most 
complete  success.  Yet,  at  this  auspicious  juncture,  Wash- 
ington was  considerably  alarmed  by  a  communication  from 
the  French  Admiral.  Intelligence  had  been  received  of 
remforeements  just  brought  to  New  York  bv  Admiral 
Digby.  This  circumstance  rendered  an  attempt  for  the 
relief  of  Cornwallis,  and  consequently  an  attack  on  the 
French  ileet, highly  probable.  De  Gr'asse,  impelled  by  an 
active  mind,  ever  thirsting  after  enterpi-ize  and  fame,  and 
deeming  besides,  his  present  situation  unfavourable  to  na- 
val evolutions  in  ease"  of  an  attack,  resolved  to  leave  a  few 
frigates  to  block  up  the  mouths  of  James  and  York  rivers ; 
and  himself  to  go  with  his  fleet  in  quest  of  the  enemy— 
whom  he  intended  to  block  up  in  the  harbour  of  New 
York,  if  yet  there.  Washington  immediately  perceived 
all  the  dangers  of  this  design.  Should  the  French  Admi- 
ral leave  the  Bay,  a<Iveisc  winds  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances  eventually  might  prevent  Lis  return  to  it ; 
and  during  his  absence  a  superior  naval  force  of  the  enemy 
would  probably  rescue  Cornwallis  from  impending  ruin. 
Tne  issue  of  the  present  undertaking  ought  not  to  br  left 
to  the  caprices  of  fortune,  or  the  ficldeness  of  the  winds. 
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If  Connt  De  Grasse  found  his  present  station  too  confined 
for  successful  inoveinents,  General  Washington  intreated 
liim  to  cruize  off  the  (japrs,  so  as  to  he  able  to  intercept 
any  enemy  steering  towards  tliem,  and  himself  to  re-enter 
tlie  Bay,  whenever  expedient.  Tliese  salutary  represen- 
tations prevailed  u])on  De  Grasse  ;  he  relinquished  his 
views  of  more  animated,  more  brilliant,  hut  less  certain 
operations.  He  preserved  his  station  in  the  Ray,  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  commanding  its  entrance,  erected  batteries 
on  Point  Comfort. 

On  the  28th,  the  allied  army  marched  in  4  columns,  from 
Williamsburg  towards  York.  In  the  general  orders  which 
Washington  issued  on  this  occasion,  he  strongly  recom- 
mended to  his  troops,  in  case  they  sliould  be  encountered 
on  their  march,  to  use  the  bayonet,  as  their  best  and  most 
efficient  weapon,  and  thus  to  cure  the  vanity  of  the  Brilisii 
troops,  who  proudly  boasted  a  decided  superiority  in  that 
close  and  trying  combat.  Hut  no  opposition  was  ujet  with. 
About  noon  the  heads  of  the  columns  reached  their  respec- 
tive station.  Tlie  French  corps,  consisting  of  about  7,000, 
extending  from  the  banks  of  the  river  to  Beavcrdam  Creek, 
began  the  investment.  The  grenadiers  atid  chasseurs, 
commanded  by  the  Bai'on  De  Yiomenil,  formed  the  van- 
guard. Nothing  niaterial  kapj>ened  on  this  day  ;  after 
driving  in  some  piquets  and  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  the 
troops  encamped  for  the  night.  The  next  day,  the  Ame- 
rican army  completed  the  investment  b}'  occupying  the 
space  between  the  east  side  of  Beaver<lan>  Creek,  and  the 
river  below  the  town.  Cornwallis,  placing  much  reliance 
on  the  strength  of  his  defences,  the  effects  of  desperate  va- 
lour, and  the  fortimate  chances  of  war,  wished  to  be  at- 
tacked, but  Washington  was  too  consummate  a  General  to 
commit  to  the  hazards  of  an  assault,  what  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  secure  by  regular  approaches. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  Lord  Cornwallis  received 
an  express  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  He  was  informed  that, 
in  a  council  hehl  on  the  2*th,  it  had  been  determined  to 
embark  ."^.OOQ  troops  on  hoard  the  King's  ships,  for  his  re- 
lief. With  the  addition  of  the  reinforcement  just  broughJ 
hy  Admiral  Digby,  the  fleet  was  stated  to  consist  of  26  sail 
of  the  line,  three  of  Avhich  were  three-deckers.  The  5th 
of  October  was  emphatically  mentioned  as  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  its  sailing.  Not  doubting  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  this  promise,  Cornwallis  turned  his  attention  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  invigorate  and  prolong  resis- 
tance. He  abandoned  his  fortified  camp  in  the  night,  and 
withdrew  his  troops  within  the  immediate  defences  of  the 
town.  The  next  morning,  the  allied  army  took  possession 
of  the  works  thus  relinquished  by  the  British.  In  ascer- 
taining the  extent  and  situation  cf  these  works,  the  brave 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scammell,  of  the  Massachusetts  line* 
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fouitd  an  honourable,  but  lamented  death.     In  a  rencontre    CHAP, 
with  a  partj  of  Brif isli  drugoons,  he  was  mortally  wounded,      XIX. 
and  soon  after  expired. 

The  cavalry  of  tlie  legion  cammanded  by  the  Bulce  De  • 
Lauzun,  had  marched  into  Gloucester  cowoty,  with  a  body       ^-,g. 
of  1,200  militia,  under  Brigadier  General  Wcedon.     The 
infantry  belonging  to  that  legion  debarked  on  the  23d,  and 
with  the  Duke  himself,  proceeded  to  the  same  point  j  and 
on  the  day  of  the  investment  of  York,  the  whole  legion  was 
re- united.     To  this  corps  were  added  a  select  battalion, 
headed   by  Lieutenant  Colonel  INIerccr,  and  about  1000  October. 
French  marines,  under  General  lie  Choisy,  who  now  took 
the  command  of  the  whole  force  on  the  Gloucester  side,  a- 
mounting  to  nearly  5,000  etfectives.     On  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, De  Choisy,  intending  closely  to  invest  the  British  post, 
advanced  towards  its  front.     Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
same  day,  Dundas,  reinforced  the  evening  before  by  Tarle- 
ton  with  his  legion,  issued  into  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  foraging.      From    these  simultaneous  movemenls,    a      et     •  u 
sharp  sldrmish  resulted  between  the  British  legion,  and  the  between 
French  cavalrj,  gullanlly  supported  by   Mercer's  corps,  the  British 
In  his  orders  of  the  4th,  General  Washinton,  justly  bestow-  ^f^'°"  ^"^ 
ed  great  applause  on  Lauzun's  horse,  and  Mercer's  infantry,  cavalrj-. 
the  only  portion  of  the  allied  force  engaged  in  that  con- 
flict.    The  British  lost    a  Lieutenant  and  eleven  privates. 
Three  French  hussars  were  killed — and  li  wounded,  among 
whom  three  officers.     De  Choisy  remained  in  possession 
of  the  ground  ;  a  rigorous  blockade  was  established,  and 
maintained  to  the  end  of  the  sitge. 

The  heavy  ordnance  intended  for  the  operations  against 
York,  was  landed  on  James  river,  at  the  distance  of  six 
miles  from  the  American  lines.  This  circumstance  una- 
voidably delayed  the  beginning  of  the  siege.  On  the  night 
of  the  6th  of  Octoher,  the  first  parallel  was  commenced, 
within  600  yards  of  the  British  defences.  Such  was  the  si- 
lence observed  by  the  working  detachment,  tlmt  the  besieg- 
ed remained  ignorani  of  what  was  going  on,  until  the  re- 
turn of  day.  The  trenches  were  then  in  such  forwardness 
as  nearly  to  cover  the  besiegers  :  the  fire  from  the  iJritish 
batteries,  thougit  quick  and  well  directed,  was  attended 
with  inconsiderable  effect.  An  oificer  and  20  men  were  its 
only  victims.  They  mostly  belonged  to  the  corps  of  the 
Marquis  De  St.  Simon,  stationed  on  the  left.  Before  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  several  redoubts  and  batteries  were  com- 
pleted, and  opened  on  the  slender  works  of  the  enemy,  afire  October. 
which  they  were  ill  calculated  •  o  sustain.  In  a  few  days,  ma- 
ny of  theirguns  were  silenced,  and  most  of  their  defences  ru- 
ined. The  shells  and  hot  balls  of  the  besiegers  reached  even 
the  ships  in  the  harbour.  The  Charon  of  44  guns,  and  three 
large  transports,  were  set  on  lire  and  entirely  consumed. 
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The  allies  were  sensible  that  extraordinary  efforts  would 
be  made  tot*  the  relief  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  they  did 
not  wish  to  stake  their  hopes  on  the  issue  of  a  naval  en- 
gagement. With  emulous  ardor,  therefore,  they  prosecu- 
ted the  labours  of  the  siege,  and  the  fire  of  their  nume- 
rous batteries  was  kept  up  wi(h  equal  constancy  and  vivti- 
city.  On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  October,  their  second 
parallel  was  opened,  300  yards  nearer  to  the  British  works 
than  the  first,  and  with  still  greater  secrecy  and  dispatch. 
The  activity  of  the  besieged  seemed  to  increase  with  the 
dangers  of  their  situation.  They  vied  with  each  other  in 
eiforts  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  American  trenches, 
repaired  their  own  works  with  indefatigable  perseverance, 
opened  new  embrasures  for  guns,  and  poured  an  incessant 
fire  from  every  howitzer  and  mortar  they  could  man.  No 
other  period  of  the  siege  was  so  animated  and  so  murder- 
ous. The  alli*'d  trooi>s,  however,  did  not  intermit  their  o- 
perations.  Aheady  several  batteries  began  to  shew  them- 
selves along  the  second  parallel. 

The  principal  annoyance  which  the  besiegers  experienced 
in  their  approaches,  came  from  two  redoubts  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  defences,  and  nearly  flanking  the  second  pa- 
rallel. These  it  was  determined  to  storm  at  the  same  time. 
General  Washington,  availing  himself  of  (he  noble  rival- 
ship  which  impelled  the  respective  corps  to  deeds  of  emu- 
lous valour,  committed  the  attack  of  the  one  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  that  of  the  other  to  the  French.  The  Marquis 
De  La  Fayette  commanded  the  American  detachment  des- 
tined to  act  against  tlie  first,  and  the  Baron  De  Viomenil 
led  against  the  second  a  party  of  French  grenadiers  and 
chasseurs.  The  van  of  the  Americans  was,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  14th,  led  to  the  assault  by  Colonel  Hamilton; 
and  Colonel  Laurens  was  detached,  at  the  head  of  80  men, 
to  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  re- 
treat of  the  Garrison.  The  advance  of  De  Viomenil's  de- 
taclmient,  in  another  quarter,  was  simultaneous. 

The  re(loubt  attacked  by  the  Americans  was  on  the  left 
of  the  British.  Major  Campbell,  with  a  few  inferior  offi- 
cers and  45  privates,  defended  it.  Impetuously  rushing 
forward,  Hamilton  and  his  party,  in  a  moment  overcame 
every  ol)stacle,  and  mastered  the  foe.  Laurens  personally 
took  the  commanding  oflicer  prisoner.  The  Garrison,  ex- 
cept seven  or  eight,  wlio  unaccountably  eseapetl,  were  ei- 
ther killed  or  taken.  The  laws  of  war  would  have  justi- 
fied the  destruction  of  all  the  men  in  a  redoubt  thus  car- 
ried by  storm  ;  and  the  late  merciless  carnage  in  Fort 
Griswojd,  seemed  to  call  for  stern  retaliation.  But  "  the 
Americans,"  Col.  Hamilton  observed  in  his  report  to  Ge- 
neral La  Fayette,*  **  were  incapable  of  imitating  examples 


Gordon  sUtes,  tliat  La  Fayette,  with  the  assent  of  General  Washington, 
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of  barbarity,  and  forgetting  rect^nt  provocation,  the  sol-    CHAP, 
diery  spared  every  jr'uii  that  ceased  to  resist."     The  killed      XI \. 
of  the  enemy  amounted  only  (o  cigl»t.     Nine  of  the  assai- 
lants were  slain,  and  32  wounded.  ^g^^^^^ 

By  Major  Barbour,  one  ol'liis  aids.  La  Fayette  apprized  .-,g- 
the  Baron  De  Viomcnil  of  his  success.  The  French  sap- 
pers were  then  cutcinj;  down  the  palisades,  and  removing 
the  abbatis  of  the  redoubt  to  be  attacked.  De  Viomcnil, 
in  a  loud  voice  proclaimed  the  triumph  of  the  Americans, 
and  directed  his  grenadiers  to  advance.  Here  resistance 
\ras  greater.  The  redoubt  was  defended  by  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  with  120  men.  Such,  however,  were  the  ardor 
and  intrepidity  of  the  assailants,  that  the  redoubt  was  quick- 
ly carried.  In  killed  and  wounded,  I)?  Viomenil's  loss  a- 
mounted  to  nearly  100.  Fi^htecn  of  the  enemy  w  ere  killed, 
and  43  made  prisoners.  The  commandant  escaped,  with 
the  rest  of  the  Garrison. — Emulation  extended  to  labour, 
as  well  as  to  military  atebievement.  Before  day  light,  the 
two  redoubts  taken  from  the  enemy,  were  included  in  the 
second  parallel.  In  the  course  of  the  next  day,  some  liow- 
itzprs  were  placed  in  them,  and  their  fire  turned  on  the 
besieged. 

In  the  orders  of  that  day,  the  Commander  in  Chief  ap- 
plauded, in  very  flattering  terms,  the  judicious  dispositions, 
and  gallant  conduct  of  La  Fayette  and  Viomenil,  as  well 
as  the  spirit  and  tirmness  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  double  attack.  He  thus  concluded  this  railihiry  ho- 
mage :  "  The  General  reflects  with  the  highest  degree  of 
"  pleasure  on  the  confidence  which  tlie  troops  of  the  two 
**  nations  must  hereafter  have  in  each  other.  Assured  of 
*'  mutual  support,  be  is  convinced  there  is  no  danger  they 
"  will  not  cheerfully  encounter  ;  no  difiiculty  which  they  will 
«  not  bravely  overcome." 

By  the  taking  of  these  two  redoubts,  the  fate  of  Cornwal- 
lis  was  in  reality  decided.  In  a  letter  which  he  then  wrote 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  represented  his  situation  as  so  des- 
perate, that  the  fleet  and  army  ought  not  to  run  any  extra- 
ordinary hazard  for  his  relief.  Nearly  all  his  guns  were 
silenced  ;tbe  old  batteries  of  the  besiegers  alone,  were  able 
to  complete  his  ruin  ;  and  those  of  thrlr  s«^eond  parallel 
would  soon  be  ready  to  play  on  his  half  demolished  works. 
In  this  crisis,  he  attempted,  at  least,  to  procrastin  ite  the 


ordered  every  man  in  the  redoubt  to  he  put  to  the  sword,  after  tlie  sur' 
render.  Although  the  irritation,  for  tlie  late  barbarities  of  the  eiifmy  i'^ 
Connecticut,  was  keen  and  deep,  yet  such  order  never  \v;is  given,  nor  of 
c  nirse  approved.  Colonel  Hamilton  has  positively  conlradicted  the  fact ; 
and  Chief  Justice  Marsliall,  who  sedulously  examined  General  NA'asliinsf- 
ton's  papers  to  ascertain  this  point,  found  no  vestii^e  of  tlie  alledg'ed  order. 
Washing;ton  and  La  Fayette  always  united  humanity  wiih  couratje.  Thej 
alwavs  opposed  unnecessarv  ell'usion  of  blood. 

3  V 
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expeeteJ  catastrophe.  Against  two  batteries  in  the  second 
paiallel.  >vhioli  Nvere  now  nearly  finished,  and  the  effect  of 
which  must  prove  decisive,  a  sortie  of  three  liundred  and 
lifty  men,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abererorabie,  was  di- 
rected. Abercrombie  formed  this  party  into  two  detach- 
ments, which,  sallying  forth  a  little  before  day- break,  car- 
li  d  both  batteries  with  very  little  loss  ;  but  this  suciess 
was  momentary  ;  the  guards  from  the  trenches  soon  drove 
back  the  enemy  to  their  lines  ;  the  cannon  hastily  spiked 
was  a^-ain  rendei-ed  serviceable  ;  and  such  was  the  indus- 
try of^'the  combined  troops,  that,  towards  the  close  of  the 
af«ernoon,  the  whole  parallel  and  the  batteries  were  com- 
pleted, so  as  to  threaten  the  British  works  with  utter  ruin 
on  the  succeeding  day.  No  part  of  the  whole  hostile  front 
could  now  shew  a  single  gun ;  and  scarcely  any  shells  re- 
mained in  the  bisieged  place.  ,    , ,  , 

In  this  exUennty.Lord  Cornwallis  formed  the  bold,  but 
hopeless  design  to  attempt  an  escape  on  the  Gloucester  side. 
His  intention  was  loi.handon  his  baggage,  and  leave  be- 
hind a  detachment  to  capitulate  for  the  loyalists  and  the 
sick  and  wour.ded.  Already  he  had  prepared  a  letter  for 
General  Washiigton  on  that  subject.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Joljnson  wiisseio'cted  to  juanage  the  intended  capitulation. 
Cornwallis  himself  contemplated  to  cross  over  to  Glouces- 
ter Point,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  with  the  flower  of  his 
arm  v.  Before  break  of  day,  De  Choisy's  blockading  corps 
was  to  be  attaoked  by  the  whole  British  force.  Cornwal- 
lis conliiiHtUlv  relied  on  the  defeat  of  that  corps.  Seizing 
on  the  horses  of  the  Freneii  eavahy,  he  would  oe  enabled 
to  mount  part  of  his  troops,  and  to  accelerate  his  retreat. 
Other  horses  would  be  c<)llecte('  on  the  route,  and  the  whole 
British  infantry  uUinuUely  mounted.  Moving  with  rapi- 
dity, and  leaving  his  destination  uncertain,  uniil  he  came 
opposite  (o  the  fords  of  the  great  livers,  he  intended  sud- 
denly to  shape  his  course  to  the  Northward,  in  (he  expec- 
tation <hat  the  efforts  made  to  intercept  him  would  chieflLy 
he  towaFils  the  South.  He  would  then  farce  his  way  to 
New- York,  through  ]Mar>land,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Jer- 
seys. Th.e  conception  was  great ;  but  its  issue,  depending 
on  a  multitude  of  remote  and  abrupt  contingencies,  was 
hi"-hlv  problematical.  Yet,  a  ray  of  hope  illumined  the 
prospect ;  whereas,  on  the  side  of  York,  all  was  alarming 
and  glnomv.  Cornwallis,  therefore,  did  not  hesitate  in 
crasping  this  last  resource ;  but  fortune  had  determined 
that  York  should  witness  the  grand  Catastrophe  of  the 

Under  various  pretences,  boats  were  prepai-ed,  whose  re- 
al destination  was  to  receive  the  troops  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  in  uruer  10  convey  them  over  to  Gloucester  Point. 
The  neoessvirv  arrangements  were  made  wiih  the  utmost  se- 
crecy j  and,  at  the  appointed  hour,  the  light  infantry,  the 
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greatest  part  of  the  guaHs,  and  part  oPthe  23pd  re^ment,    CH\P. 

were  (Mtibarkcil.  and  put  in  motion  for  the  Gloucester  side,      XIX. 

when  the  weather,  latherto  niodorale  and  calm,  suddenly 

changed  to   a  viohMit  s(orm.     Some  of  the  hoats  safely  » 

reached  the  intended  point ;  the  rest  were  driven  by  the       1731 

fury  of  the  wind,  consi<lera!»ly  below  the  town.     The  force 

of  Cornwailis  was  now  divided,  and  his  meditated  escape    But  cannot 

utterly  impracticable.     The  wliole  forenoon  was  employed  succeed, 

in  collesling  the  dispersed  hoats,  and  bringing  back  the 

first  division  of  the  troops. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  new  baiteries  of  the  besiegers  had  October  17. 
been  opened,  and  acted  with  great  force  and  effect.  The 
Brirish  defences  were  rapidly  sinking  under  <heir  fire;  and 
a  few  hours  more  evidently  would  render  the  place  unte- 
nable. Sickness  and  fatigue  had  eonsideral)ly  weakened 
the  garrison  :  no  hope  of  timely  succour  remained  ;  and 
an  assault,  the  success  of  wiiich  was  not  doubtfiil  in  the  pre- 
sent po3(  UPC  of  things,  must  be  hourly  expected,  unless  an- 
ticipated by  a  prompt  surrender.  Lord  Cornwailis,  ac- 
cordingly heat  a  parley,  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,*  and 
proposed  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  21  hours.  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  each  siile  were  to  meet  at  Mr.  Moore's 
house,  in  the  rear  of  the  first  parallel,  and  settle  terms  for 
tlje  surrender  of  the  posts  of  York  and  Gloucester.  To 
this  proposal  the  Commander  in  Chief  immediately  an- 
swered that  "  an  ardent  desire  to  save  the  effusion  of  hu- 
man blood,  would  readily  incline  him  to  listen  to  such  terms 
for  the  proposed  surrender,  as  were  admissible."  Gene- 
ral reflections  on  the  contingencies  of  war,  and  the  obvious 
policy  of  promptitude  and  decision  in  the  present  crisis,  in- 
duced Washington  to  grant  only  <•  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties for  two  hours,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners, during  which  the  proposals  of  his  Lordship  might 
be  transmitted  in  writing."  In  his  reply,  Cornwailis  pro- 
posed a  basis  which  di:i  not  appear  calculated  to  create 
much  difficulty,  or  delay:  and  the  suspension  of  hostilities 
was  prolonged  for  the  night.     Washington,  tiienext  morn-  is. 

ing,  proposed  such  terms  as  he  was  willing  to  grant — Com- 
missioners were  immediately  appointed  to  tlirow  them  into  •^"'l  is  com- 
tbc  usual  form.     These  we're /on  the  part  of  the  allies,  the  P^l^'^^f'^ 
Viscount  De  Noallies  and  [lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens  ;t  whhTis" 
and,  on  the  side  of  the  Briti'^'i.  Colonel  Oundas  and  Major  wholeAimy. 
Ross.     The  Commissioners  met ;  but  could  not  agree  de- 
finitively on  the    terius  of   the   capitulation.     A    rough 


•  Fouryeai-s  before,  on  the  l^th  of  October,  also,  Bur^j-ne  had  surren- 
dered his  army  at  Saratoga. 

t  It  Is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that,  while  Colonel  Laurens  was  thus 
drawing  up  the  articles  of  a  ciipitulation,  by  which  a  large  British  army- 
became  prisoners,  his  fathei-  was  confined  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
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draught  only  was,  thevcfmre,  prepared,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  respective  Generals.  Impatient  of  a  delay  whieli  mij^Jit 
prove  fatal,  Washington  caused  this  draiij^ht  to  be  fairly 
transcriljed,  and,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  sent  it 
to  Lord  Cornwallis,  vith  a  letter  expressing  his  expectati- 
on lh;it  (he  articles,  such  as  they  stood,  should  be  signed  by 
eleven,  and  that  the  troops  to  Ijesuriendercd  would  lay  do^n 
tlieir  anus  at  two  in  the  afiernoon  Sensihle  Ihatfurlber 
contentioi  would  be  fruitless,  Lord  Cornwallis  immediate- 
ly signilitMl  his  ultimate  assent. 

The  whole  surrender  was  made  to  the  combined  forces 
of  America  asid  France.  Tbe  laiul  troops,  the  artillery, 
arms,  accoutrements,  military  chest,  and  public  stores  of 
every  denomination,  were  surrendered  to  General  Wash- 
ington ;  the  ships,  seamen,  and  marines  to  Admiral  De 
Grasse.  The  soldiers,  accompanied  by  a  due  proportion 
of  tlieii  officers,  were  to  remain  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  general,  staff  and  other  oflicers  not  ap- 
pointed to  remain  witii  tSie  troops,  were  permitted  to  go  on 
parole  to  Europe,  to  New- York,  or  any  other  British  urari- 
time  port.  Strenuous  were  the  efforts  of  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis to  obtain  that  the  British  army  should  be  sent  to  Europe, 
on  condition  of  not  serving  either  against  France  or  Ame- 
rica, until  excbanged.  This  was  peremptorily  refused. 
Another  point  for  which  the  British  General  warmly  con- 
tcn'ied,  but  in  contending  for  which  he  was  equally  unsuc- 
cessful, was,  the  security  of  such  Americans  as  had  joined 
the  British  Standard.  With  this  subject,  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  civil  authoiity,  the  Commander  in  Chief  forbore 
to  interfere.  A  stipulation  was,  hoNvever,  made,  which 
enabled  Lord  Cornwallis  to  extricate  those  loyalists  who 
were  most  obnoxious  to  their  countrymen,  and  would  have 
been  sxposed  to  imminent  danger.  It  Avas  agreed  that  the 
Bonnetta  sloop  of  war,  which  was  to  carry  dispatches  to 
New- York,  should  be  allowed  to  pass  unexamined,  and  an 
asylum  was  thus  provided  for  those  culpable,  but  unfortu- 
nate persons. 

Beside  a  numerous  captive  army,  a  large  train  of  artil- 
lery, mostly  of  brass,  together  with  an  iujmense  quantity 
of  arms,  ammunition,  warlike  stores,  and  provisions,  fell 
into  t!ie  hands  of  the  conquerors.  To  the  French,  one  fri- 
gate, two  ships  of  war  of  twenty  guns,  several  transports 
and  other  vesse's,  vere  surrendered.  Officers  were  al- 
lowed to  retain  ilieir  side  arms.  Both  officers  and  soldiers 
remained  in  posse«!si()n  of  their  baggage  and  effects  ;  but 
all  property  taken  in  the  country,  and  found  in  the  hands 
of  ih'^  garrison,  was  liable  to  be  reclaimed. 

With  a  retrospective  eye  to  the  capitulation  of  Charles- 
ton, the  Commander  in  Chief  demanded  that  the  garrison 
should  advance  from  the  town  with  culours  uncased,  and 
drums  beating  either  a  British  or  a  German  march  j  and 
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General  Lincoln  was  selectetl  to  pirsiilc  over  the  ceremo-    CHAP, 
ny  ol'the  l»fitish  noops,  groundiiiii;  (heirnrms.     This  was      XIX. 
performed  at  twoo'eloek,  on  thel9Lh.     CornwalHs,  iliou.:;h 
he  had  forfeited  no  pai  t  of  his  character  as  an  aide  and  « 

brave  commaudei",  foil  too  deeply  humbled  and  mortified, 
to  appear  before  liis  conquerors.  He  secreted  hi>nself 
from  their  view;  and  the  eapJive  army  came  out  of -York, 
led  by  General  O'llara.  On  one  side  of  the  road,  was  Ge- 
neral Washington,  surrounded  by  iiis  staif ;  on  the  other. 
Count  i)e  Roehanjbeau,  with  a  similar  retinue.  U'tlara 
mistook  (he  Count  for  tbe  American  Commander  in  Chief  j 
but  soon  perceiving  his  error,  respectfully  turned  to  Wash- 
ington. apulogiz<^d  for  his  mistake,  and  for  (lie  absence  of 
Cornwallis  ;  and  requested  bis  fui'ther  orders,  Witli  sol- 
dier like  courtesy,  ttie  Anjcrican  Chief  relieved  his  embar- 
rassment, and  referred  him  to  General  Liaeoln,  to  whom 
the  rest  of  tbe  eereuiony  had  been  assigned.* 

The  post  on  the  Gloucester  si^le  was  surrendered  nearly 
at  the  same  time.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarieton  had  late- 
ly assumed  tlie  command  of  that  post,  Dundas  having  I>een 
found  necessary  on  the  South  side  of  the  river.  Whether 
an  accusing  consciousness  of  the  sanguinary  enormities  of 
his  corps,  enormities  in  which  lie  had  iiimst.lf  hut  too  con- 
spicuously participated,  secretly  agiiateil  Tarleloirs  mind; 
whether  his  alarms  had  been  excited  hy  information  Avhich 
the  general  temper  of  the  country  did  not  authorize;  (he 
commander  of  the  Briiish  Legitm,  before  (he  sur.tnder, 
waited  on  General  De  Choisy,  and  imparted  to  him  (heap- 
prehensions  which  he  had  been  luught  to  entertain  for  his 
personal  safety,  should  he  be  placed  in  the  power  of  the 
American  miliiia.  He  accordingly  requested  effitient  pro- 
tection against  those  outrages  m  hich  he  erroneously  anti- 
cipated. To  this  request,  Dc  Choisy  readily  assented. 
The  legion  of  (he  Duke  DeLauzun,  and  7»Iercer's  corps, 
were  selected  to  receive  Tarleton's  submisaion,  and  (he  re- 
sidue of  the  allied  detachment  did  not  even  witness  the 
scene.  I'he  character  of 'I'arirton  was,  no  doubt,  calcnla- 
ted  (o  call  for(h indignant  feelings  :  but  the  Yisgiaia  inili- 
tia  deeply  and  hahiiually  respected  (he  laws  of  humanity 
and  the  rules  of  civilized  war.  To  evince  tlie  courteous 
and  liberal  spirit  of  the  allies,  and  their  gener«)sity  towards 
their  prisoners,  it  is  suffiident  to  r^ad  wlivit  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis himself  wrote  soon  after  to  bir  U«njv  Cli  iton:**  the 


•  Tot^al  of  prisoners. 
Rank  and  file, 
Fit  for  duty,         -       - 
Killed,  wounded,  prisoners 

and  missing-,  diu-ing'  the 

siei,'e, 
Guns,  106,  of  which  75  were  brass. 


7,073, 

f                     BK51EGEUS. 

5,903, 

Continentals, 

5,500 

4,017, 

French, 

7,(»00 

Miiilia, 

3,500 

552, 

16,0('a 

brass. 

Killed  and  wounded  diirin^j  > 

-       300 

the  sieg-e,  about              ] 
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CHAP,    treatment  in  general,  says  his  Lordship,  that  we  have  re- 
XIX.      ceived  from  the  enemy,  since  our  srirreuiler,  has  peen  per- 
fectly good  and  proper ;  hut  the  kindness,  and  attention 
that  have  been  shewn  to  us  by  the  i'rcnch  officers  in  parti- 
cular, their  delicate  sensibility  of  our  situation,  tlieir  ge- 
nerous ard  pressing  otFcrs  of  money,  both  puldic  and  pri- 
vate, to  any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  pos- 
sibly describe,  and  will,  I  hope,  make  an  impression  on  the 
breast  of  every  British  officer,  wiiciicver  the  fortune  of  war 
should  put  any  of  them  into  our  power." — A'l  event  so  im- 
portant in  itself,  and  likely  to  be  attended  with  etfects  so 
decisively  beneficial,  excited  in  ewry  breast,  emotions  of 
lively  joy  and  of  deep  gratitude  towards  a  benign  provi- 
dence, and  towards  those  who,  under  that  providence,  had 
been  instrumental  in  capturing  a  foruiidable  iiostile  army, 
and,  it  was  hoped,  in  deteruiining,  by  that  means,  tfie  fate 
of  a  long,  difficult,  and  fluctuating  war,  for  the  objects 
dearest  and  most  valuable  (o  individuals  and  to  nations, /i- 
ierty  und  independence.     The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  his 
orders  of  the  20th,  congratulated  the  army  on  the  glorious 
issue  of  the  siege. — Adverting  to  tlie  numerous  and  power- 
ful fleet,  and  to  the  gallant  and  chosen  troops,  sent  by  France 
to  co-operate  with  ttie  defenders  of  America,  he  represen- 
ted them  as  convincing'  {iledges  of  the  friendship  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  H>  the  United  States,  antl  added  :  ••  it  is 
owing  to  that  assist-.s-nce  that  we  have  obtained  so  signal  a 
victory  as  the  pi-esent."     To  Count  De,  Uochamheau  for 
his  counsel  and  aid  ;  to  the  Baron  De  Viomenil,  the  Che- 
valier De  Chastellux,  the  Manjuis  De  St,    Simon,  the 
Count  De  Vionienil,  and  the  Brigadier  General  De  Cfioisy, 
for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  had  j)romoted  the  in- 
terest of  the  common  cause,  the  CoMimanderin  Chief  re- 
turned his  warmest  acknowledgements      The  troops  under 
the  command  of  lloehambeau,  largely  shared  in  the  ap- 
plause which  he  bestowed  on  the  whole  ai-my.     The  regi- 
iiienls  of  Agenois  and  Duexpojits  were  prei^cnted  with  <l»e 
two  pieses  of  artillery  taken  by  them  in  the  redoubt  which 
they  had  stormed  on  the  l-ilh.  Major  General  Lincoln,  De 
La  Fayette,  and  Steuben,  t!ie  General  of  the  front  gate. 
Colonel  Carney,  General  Knox  and  Colonel  D'Abbevilie  of 
the  artillery,  were  mentioned  in  terms  of  highest  and  best 
merited  praise.    The  brave  and  patriotic  ^Nelson*  and  his 


*  The  writer  has  often  heard  it  related  of  Governor  Nelson,  that,  during 
fliesiei  e.  ;;l;iervin^  his  house  uninjured  by  the  artillery  of  the  American 
batteriis,  ue  enquired  into  tlie  cause.  A  respect  i'ox-  his  property,  was  as- 
signed. Nelson,  whose  devotion  to  the  common  cause  was  ardent  and  un- 
bounded, requested  that  the  artillerists  would  not  spare  his  house  more 
than  any  otlier,  especially  as  he  knew  it  to  be  occupied  by  the  princip:d 
Officers  of  tlie  British  arm}'.  I'wo  pieces  were  accordin,^ly  pointed  a- 
gainst  it.    The  fii-st  shot  v.enttlu'oug-k  the  house,  and  killed  two  of  a  large 
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zealous  ami  gallant  militia,  jnslly  participated  in  the  ho-    CIIAP. 
mage  thus  paiil  to  Ihevi'.'loruuis  arniv,  whose  fatigues  and      XIX. 
dangers  lliey  had  euiulously  shared. — To  spread  ihe  gene- 
ral joy  in  all  hearts,  Washington  directed  that  those  oi'the   ' 
army,  who  were  then  held  underarrest,  shouhlhe  pardoned,       .^g. 
sci  at  libiTty.  and  i  e-ar.nexed  Jo  tlieir  respective  corps.  With 
pious  gratitude  to  the  supreme  ruler  of  events,  whose  con- 
trotiling  power  he  ever  bore  in  mind,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  thus  conehnled  :  "  Divine  service  shall  be  performed 
«  to  morrow  in  the  ditfereni  brigades  and  divisions.     The 
«*  Commanderin  Ciiief  reeonnnends  to  all  the  troojis  that  are 
«  not  upon  duty  to  assist  at  it  with  a  serious  deportnieiit, 
<*  and  titat  sensil)ility  of  heart,  which  the  recollection  of 
"  the  surprising  and  particular  interposition  of  providence 
"  in  our  favour,  claims." 

Tlie  relief  promised  by  Sir  H.  Clinton  was  so  long  de- 
layed, as  to  render  it  totally  unavailing.  The  llect,  ejn- 
sisling  of  25  sail  of  the  line,  tw  o  50  gun  ships  and  8  frigates, 
commanded  by  Adaiiral  Digby,  and  having  on  board  7000 
of  the  best  British  troo:>s,  headed  by  General  Clinton  him- 
self, appeared  oft*  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on  the  2ith. 

There  intelligence  was  received  of  the  fate  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  To  ascertain  this  intelligence,  originally  vague 
and  unsatisfactory,  the  British  Admiral  and  bir  Henry  con- 
tinued near  the  entrance  of  the  Chesapeak.  until  the  2yth. 

The  French  fleet,  satisfied  with  the  late  important  at- 

chieveraent,  did  not  quit  its  secure  station.  The  British 
armament  therefore  returned  to  New  York,  without  even 
a  skirmish.* 

Such  was  the  issue  of  those  operations  in  Virginia,  which 
were  to  have  been  followed  by  a  decisive  campaign,  by  the 
conquest  of  all  the  Southern  States  !  Vain  expectation  ! 
Infatuated  hope  ! — At  York,  was  deraonslrated  the  utter 
impracticability  of  subdu'ng  America.  Cornwallis  had 
been  her  most  formidable  enemy.  His  matchless  activity, 
splendid  talents,  and  enterprizing  spirit,  threatened  to  o- 
vereome  even  the  vigor  and  pertinacity  ot  her  resistance. 
His  triumphant  march  over  400  miles  on  the  sea-coast,  and 
200  miles  to  the  westward,  had  spread  a  chill  of  apprehen- 
sion, wliich  di<l  not,  indeed,  extinguish,  but  repressed,  in 
some  degree,  the  sacred  ilame  of  liberty,  and  the  spirit  of 


company  of  Officers,  then  ini'.ilgine:  in  the  pleasures  oftlie  table.      Otiier 
balls  soon  dL.loclged  the  hostile  tenants. 

*  The  letter  vrliich  Lord  Cornwallis  wrote  to  Sir  Henn-  Clinton,  to  ac- 
quaint liim  with  liis  disaster,  and  in  whi -li  he  stated  the  causes  of  that 
disaster  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to  inculpate  tlie  British  (xinimander  in  Chiet^ 
who  was  evidently  answerable,  produced  a  difiVrence  between  them, 
which  was  followed  by  an  appeal  to  the  public.  Their  letters,  ^c  have 
been  collected  into  iin  iiiteresting- volume,  under  the  tide  oi"  "  Ciinton  and 
C'oin-MitUg" — to  whicii  the  reader  is  rc&rred. 
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national  indepeiulenee.  The  army  under  his  eoinTnatid  was 
undoubtedly  bt'ave,  patient — adnurably  calculated  for  the 
object  in  view  :  unioitunately  for  its  fame,  and  that  of  its 
leader,  it  was  demoriiiized  by  the  abominable  principles 
of  devastation  and  rapine,  which  the  British  Commission- 
ers had  sanctioned  and  proclaimed.  Although  Cornwallis 
oecasiojially  restrained  tiie  licentiousness  of  the  soldiery 
and  of  tbe  British  Legion  in  particular,  when  it  broke  in- 
to outrages,  too  shocking  even  to  be  named,  the  progress 
of  his  troops  was  often  marked*  <'  with  circumstances  dis- 
graceful to  the  arms  of  any  enlightened  people  ;  with  blood 
wantonly  spilt  ;  executions,  unwarranted  even  by  milita- 
ry regulations ;  indiscriminate  plunder  of  the  property, 
and  (iestrucJionof  the  habitations  of  the  widow  and  the  or- 
jdian."  His  partiality  to  the  sanguinary  Tarleton,  who 
does  not  seem  to  have  cherished  commensurate  gratitude, 
probably  led  him  to  overlook,  in  many  cases,  those  barbari- 
ties and  other  excesses,  which  it  was  his  duty,  and  w  ould 
have  been  his  glory,  to  stigmatize  and  punish. 

All  America  clearly  perceived  that  the  event  at  York 
was  the  most  momentous  and  most  decisive  occurrence  in 
the  protracted  coarse  of  the  war  ;  and  that  the  awful  blow 
must,  at  length,  convince  Great  Britain  of  the  madness  of 
persisting  in^an  expensive  contest,  without  any  attainable 
object  but  those  of  revct)ge  and  cruelty.  Accoi  dingly,  the 
capture  of  the  British  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  diffused 
universal  and  unbounded  joy  through  the  American  em- 
pire. The  courage  of  the  despondent  was  revived  ;  tbe  ac- 
tivity of  the  zealous  increased;  and  unanimity  again  bcgnn 
to  itervade  the  whole  union.  Warm  and  loud  were  the 
expressions  of  the  popular  feeling.  The  conquerors  of 
Cornwallis,  were  bailed  from  all  quarters  as  the  Saviours 
of  the  countrv.  To  Washington,  in  pariicular,  a  glorious 
tribute  of  applause  and  gratitude,  was  offered.  Pure,  in- 
expressible, and  truly  worthy  of  a  patriot  l.cro,  was  the 
pieasure  derived  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  from  the 
consciousness,  that,  while  essentially  serving  tbe  whole  ii- 
nion,  he  had  relieved  his  native  State  from  the  ravages  of y 
a  cruel  enemy,  roaming  at  large  in  its  bowels.  Anud  the' 
universal  acclaim  of  affection  and  confulence.  which  greet- 
ed his  ear  from  all  sides,  he  distinguished  with  sensibility, 
the  grateful  voice  of  Yirginia.  His  countrymen  shared 
liis  triumph,  and  he  shared  their  happiness.  Through  the 
organ  of  Congress,  the  national  gruiitude  was  proclaimed 
in  a  still  more  solemn  tone.     The  Commander  m  Chiel, 


•  See  T^ainsav's  South  Carolina,  vol.  ITpatre  331.— Very  properly,  how- 
ever  did  Coni-ress  reject  Ihe  motion  of  A.  Middlcton,  for  depriving  Lord 
Cornwallis  of  the  benefit  of  an  exchang-c.  Independent  y  m  positive  stipu- 
lations, an  exalted  sense  of  naUonal  dimity  suggested  the  course  whieh 
was  adopted. 
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the  Coiint  de  Rocliainbean,  ilie  Count  De  Grasse,   all  the    CHAP. 
coinnianiling  and  oHier  Officers  of  the  army,  and  the  troops      XIX. 
themselves,  particularly  the  corps  of  artillery  and  engi- 
neers, were  honored  with  the  thanks  of  that  venerable  bo-  ' 
dy.     They  presented  to  General  Washington  two  of  the       ^^0* 
British  standards  ;  The  Counts  Dc  Roehambeau  and  De 
Grasse  were  complimented  each  Mith  two  of  the  iield-pie- 
ces  taken  from  the  enemy.*     It  was  determined  to  erect 
at  York  a  marble  column,  with  emblems  of  the  alliance 
between  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
and  an  inscription   comuiemora,live  of  the  triumph  of  the 
combined  forces.     Ttie  30th  of  December  was  fixed  upon 
as  a  day  of  supplication  and  thanks  giving  to  smiling  Hea- 
ven ;  but  national  piety  anticipated  that  day  by  many  a  re- 
ligious tribute. 

In  the  plan  of  his  operations  in  the  South.  General  Wash- 
ington had  embraced  the  expulsion  of  the  British,  not  only 
from  Virginia,  but  also  from  the  Caroljnas  and  Georgia. 
"With  similar  views,  General  Greene  had  sent  to  York  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Lee,  to  urge  tlie  co  operation  of  the  French 
Admiral,  and  of  the  combined  forces  further  South.     No 
sooner  was  the  capture  of  the  British  army  under  Corn- 
wallis  accomplished,  than  General  Washington  communi- 
cated to  Count  De  Grasse  this  part  of  his  e.xJensive  plan, 
and  requested  the  aid  of  the  French  fleet,  especially  against 
Charleston.     Unfortunately,  the  instructions  and  engage- 
ments of  the  Count,  rendered  his  longer  stay  on  the  Ame- 
rican coast,  impracticable.      Reluctantly  did  he  leave  a 
theatre  which  promised  to  his  personal  fame  additional 
splendour,  and  to  the  common  cause  decisive  benefit.     He 
found  it  impossible  even  to  transport  to  Wilmington  a  de- 
tachment of  2.000  Americans,  intended  to  wrest  that  place 
from  the  possession  of  Major  Craig,  and  to  march  thence    Part  of  the 
to  General  Greeners  Head  Quarters.     He,  however  con    American 
tinued  a  few  days  longer  in  the  Bay,  to  cover  the  transpor-  Ss'i^'the 
tation  ot  the  Eastern  troops  and  of  the  ordnance  to  the  North 
head  of  Elk.       General  Lincoln    was  appointed    to  the 
command  of  those  troops,  and  instructed  to  canton  them 
for  the  winter,  in  the  States  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 
The  army  of  Roehambeau  was  stationed  in  Virginia,  ready 
to  proceed  either  Northwardly  or  Southwardly,  as  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  next  campaign  might  require.     The  disci- 
pline, the  regularity,  and  good  conduct  of  these  gallant 
troops,  either  in  their  various  marches  or  in  their  several 
cantonments,  have  been  warmly  eulogized  by  the  histori- 

HnJZ;^''^'"'^^'^'""^  °f  i^"?-  Washin^on,  Col.  T.  Til^l  man  and  Col. 
Humphreys,  were  presented,  the  first  with  a  horse  and  a  swo.d  ,-  the  se- 
cond,  with  a  sword  only.  Col.  Gouvion,  and  Capt.  RochefonLaine,  were 
each  advanced  a  -rade  by  brevet  Brigadiers  General  DuportaU,  and  Knox 
were  named  Majors  General,  * 

3  W 
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ans  of  those  times.  «  It  seldom,  if  ever,  happened  before,^ 
says  Ramsay,  "  that  an  army  led  through  a  foreign  coun- 
«  try,  at  so  considerable  a  distance  from  iheir  own,  among 
«  a  people  of  different  principles,  customs,  language  and 
"  religion,  behaved  with  so  much  regulaiity.  To  the  hO- 
«»  nour  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  French  army,  it 
<i  must  be  acknowledged  that,  in  the  space  of  three  years, 
«  through  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  there  never 
«  was  a  complaint  brought  against  them  by  the  citizens. 
«  The  utmost  harmony  prevailed  both  between  the  albed 
«  armies,  the  troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and 
«« the  inhabitants.  Nations  long  accustomed  to  the  freest 
«  social  intercourse,  could  not  have  been  on  a  more  friend- 
«  ly  footing,  than  the  French  and  Americans,  though  a  few 
«  years  before  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reviling,  ha- 
«  ting  and  fighting  with  each  other."— Admiral  De  Grasse 
sailed  for  the  West- Indies,  and  General  Washington,  bent 
on  the  termination  of  the  war  by  invigorating  its  sinews, 
repaired  to  Philadelphia,  to  concert  with  Congress,  the  plan 
of  the  ensuing  campaign.  The  Marquis  De  La  Fayett^ 
encircled  with  glory,  and  followed  by  the  affection  and 
good  wishes  of  a  virtuous  people,  whose  cause  he  had  so 
nobly  espoused,  and  so  efficiently  served,  returned  to  Eu- 
rope,  wliere  his  influence  continued  to  be  xealously  and 
successfully  exerted  for  the  interest  of  America.  He  had 
been  the  hero  of  liberty  in  the  Western  world  ;  he  was 
doomed  to  be  its  martyr  in  the  Eastern  hemisphere— in 
both  possessing  the  admiration  and  the  sympathy  ot 
mankind. 


APPENDIX. 


[  No.  1.  ] 

Copy  of  Lord  Dutimore's  orders,  to  the  J\MUtia  Captaini.  APfXirsix. 

It  being  requisite  to  raise  a  body  of  men  in  this  county,  for  the  immediate 
protection  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  His  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  inhabi-  ssa5=^=BB 
t»nts  thereof,  now  exposed  to  the  lawless  violence  of  those  who  are  medi- 
ating their  destruction,  and  that  of  the  most  excellent  Constitution,  under 
whicli  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  tranquility  ;  I  require 
pf  you,  therefore,  to  «idl  together  at  the  most  convenient  place,  the  Com- 
pany of  Militia  under  your  command,  on  Monday  the  27th  inst.  and  draught 
out  of  it  15  young-  men,  or  more,  capable  to  bear  arms,  to  serve  as  soldiers 
%ov  SIX  months,  and  send  them  with  a  list  of  their  names,  to  me  in  Nor- 
folk, on  or  before  Wednesday  next  following.  And,  although  this  measure 
IS  adopved  merely  for  their  own  defence,  1  am  willing,  for  the  encourage, 
mentot  such  persons,  tq  allow  them  tlie  same  pay  and  provisions  which 
His  .Majesty's  troops  now  liave,  with  one  guinea  and  a  crown  bounty-mo- 
ney, m  hand  paid  to  them  ;  and  good  cloUiing,  viz— a  coat,  waistcoat,  bree- 
ches and  a  hat,  which  you  are  hereby  authorised  to  assure  them  of.  Beinff 
ajso  desirous  to  study  the  inclinations,  together  with  the  interests  of  tha  ' 

people  under  my  governmeni,you  are  desired  to  return  me  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  you  think  are  proper  to  serve  as  Officers,  and  are  aereea- 
.u  «r.,-^  persons  they  are  to  command —Given  under  my  hand  onboard 
the  William,  tlie  24th  day  of  November,  177 S.  j     ■»  u     i  uo»ra 

Fo  Captain .     in  his  absence  to  /lis  Lieutenant. 


[  No.  2.  ] 

.i  copy  of  the  Oath,  extorted  from  the  People  ofJVorfolh  and  Princess-Anoe. 
by  Lord  Dunmore. 

We,  the  inhabitants  of ,  being  fiOly  sensible  of  the  eirors  and 

euilt  into  which  this  Colony  has  been  misled,  luider  colour  of  seek  wS 
dress  ot  grievances,  and  that  a  set  of  factious  men,  st^'lini?  themselves  Com 
mittees.  Conventions  and  Congresses,  have  violently,  and  under  variour 
pretences  usurped  the  Les,nslative  and  Executive  powers  of  ^overnmenL 
and  are  thereby;  endeavoring  to  overturn  our  most  happy  Constitution  and 
have  incurred  the  guilt  of  actual  rebellion  against  our  most  Gracious  So 
vereign  :  We  have  therefore,  taken  an  Oatii,^abjuring  their  aSority  and 
.olemnly  promising,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  G^d,  to  bear  f St h  a^id 
true  allegiance  to  his  sacred  Majes-.y,  George  HI;  and'that  we  w  fffo  thi 
u  most  Of  our  power  and  abiUty,  support,  mtintam  and  defend  hi  crow^ 
and  dignity,  agamst  all  traitorous  attempts  and  conspiracies  whatever- 
And  whereas  armed  bodies  of  men  are  collected,  in  various  parts  of  [his 
Colony,  without  any  legal  authority,  we  wish  them  to  be  inlbmed  that 
however  unwilling  we  sliould  be  to  shed  the  blood  of  our  countni  we 
niust^  m  discharge  of  our  duty  to  God  and  the  Kbg,  and  in  Snort^f 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  country,  oppose  theh-  marcSn^ Tn^o  tWs 
county,  where  the.r  coming  can  answer'no  good  end,  but'on  Se  contra^ 
ly,  must  expose  us  to  the  ravages  and  liorrors  of  a  c  vil  war  ?and  for  that 

VmrS.  ^  ""^  '''''^^^  and  Deighborhood;  to  the  last  drop 

[No.3.  j 

SIR  ^''^^""^SivenbytJ^CommUteeofSafeiy,to  Col.  WoodforA 
SIR-With  your  regiment,  and  the  5  companies  of  minutc-mS,  froa 
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ATPKXDix.  the  Culpepper  batt^tlion,  you  are  to  march  towards  Norfolk;  and  when 
you  have  informed  yourseU' of  all  necessoi-y  ch'cumstances,  by  enquir)'  of 
ijil— — .^SS  Colonel  Ilutchings  and  other  g-entlenien  in  whom  you  can  place  confidence, 
you  will  fix  on  an  encampment,  havinj»  regard  among- other  things,  to  the 
convenience  of  winter-quarvers,  which  the  approaching  season  makes  ne- 
cessai-y,  and  which  we  have  appointed  Colonel  Hutching's,  Mr.  Mathew 
Godwin,  Vlr.  James  Nicholson  and  JMr.  James  Marsden,  a  Committee  to 
provide  for  you. 

Two  companies  of  minute  men,  formerly  taken  into  pay,  one  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Josiah  Parker,  stauoned  at  Smithfield,  and  the  other 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Mathews,  now  of  his  Lieutenant,  stationed 
at  Kemp's  Landing,  you  will  also  take  under  your  command,  and  direct 
their  operations,  continuing  their  present  stations,  or  changing  tliem,  as  to 
you  shall  seem  most  convenient.  You  have  also  power  to  call  in  the  fur- 
ther aid  of  any  companies  of  minute-men  or  militia,  which  the  exigency  of 
affairs  may,  in  your  judgment,  vender  necessary,  giving  notice  thereof  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  the  commanding  Officer  at  Williamsburg,  am 
the  ordinance  of  Convention  directs. 

You  ai-e  to  ase  your  best  ehdeavors  for  protecting  and  defending  the 
persons  and  properties  of  all  friends  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  to  this 
e.vd,  U)  attack,  kill,  or  captivate  all  such  <as  you  shall  discover  to  be  in 
aims  ror  the  annoying  of  those  persons,  as  far  as  you  shall  judge  it  prudent 
to  engage  them. 

You  wi!l  use  every  means  in  your  power  for  stopping  all  communicati- 
«n  of  intelligence  and  supplies  of  provisions,  to  the  enemies  of  Amei'ica 
i)^  Norfolk  or  Portsmouth,  and  suffer  no  persons  to  pass  and  repass  thi- 
ther, whom,  upon  examination,  you  shall  suspect  to  be  inimical :  more 
particularly  you  shall  stop  and  detain  all  slaves,  who  may  so  attempt  to 
pass  ;  if  in  arms,  to  proceed  against  them  according  to  the  rules  of  war, 
otherwise  to  send  them  to  their  masters  being  our  friends,  or  dispose  of 
them  as  prudence  may  direct. 

There  may  be  many  persons  in  those  towns,  or  near  them,  who  may  be 
afraid  in  their  present  situation,  ex^posed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  Navy,  to 
declare  their  real  sentiments.  We  think,  therefore,  that  all  those  who  will 
continue  peaceable,  giving  no  assistance  or  intelligence  lo  our  enemies, 
nor  attempting  to  annoy  your  troops,  or  injure  our  friends,  may  for  the 
present  remain  unmolested  ;  those  Tories  and  others  who  take  an  active 
part  against  us,  must  be  considered  as  enemies  ;  your  own  humanity  and 
discretion  will,  however,  prexent  the  wanton  damage  or  destruction  of  any 
person's  property  whatsoever. 

It  is  impossible,  and  as  we  repose  gi-eat  confidence  in  your  judgment 
and  discretion,  unnecessary,  to  point  out  tlie  particulars  of  s  our  conduct ; 
in  general,  we  wish  you  to  be  attentive  to  the  force  and  molions  of  the  ene- 
my, and  act  offensively  or  defensively,  s  your  prudence  may  du-ect  for  the 
good  of  the  common  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  giving  intelligence  by  ex- 
press, fi-om  time  to  time,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  the  commanding 
Officer  here,  of  such  things  as  to  you  shall  appear  necessary  to  be  commu- 
nicated. 

Recommending  you,  your  brave  troops,  and  righteous  cause  to  divine 
favor,  we  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

Eilm'd  Pendleton,  W.  Cabell, 

John  Pnge,  Carter  Braxton, 

Jtichard  Bland,  John  Tabb. 

Dudley  Dlgges, 


[  No.  4.  ] 

Examination  of  Connelly  a7id  his  Companions. 

FRKDfcRicK-TowN,  Marylatvh,  7 

In  Committee-  Chamber,  J\lo7^ember  23,  1775.  y 
Allen  Cameron,  Dr.  John  Smitli  and  John  Connelly,  being  taken  into  cus- 
tody, were  brought  before  the  Committee,  and  the  tbllowing  examina- 
tions were  taken  : 
Allen  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland,  which  he  left  for  an  affair  of  honor, 
came  to  Virginia  with  an  intention  to  purcliase  back  lands,  and  intended  to 
go  to  Uenderson's  for  that  purpose  ;  but  finding  it  difficult  to  go  tlu-ough 
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the  back  country — Encouraged  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  promises  of  advance-     ippzjjdit 

ment,  lie  agreed  to  accept  a  commission  as  fii-st  Lieutenant  in  the  re  iment 

to  be  riiised  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Connelly.  — 

Dr.  John  Smith,  a  native  of  Scoiland,  left  Charles  county,  Mai'vland,  for 
political  reasons,  and  intended  to  go  to  the  Mississippi ;  but  finding  it  im- 
practicable, he  went  to  Norfolk,  and  being  induced  by  Lord  Dunmore  witii 
promises  of  preferment,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  Suigeon  to  Colonel 
Connelly's  regiment. 

John  Connelly,  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  admits  his 
letter  to  Gibson  (copy  shewn  him.)  He  went,  the  25th  July,  from  Fort 
Dunmore  to  Lord  Dunmore,  and  delivered  him  proposals,  in  substance  the 
same  with  the  one  found  in  his  possession,  and  in  his  hand  writing  ;  that 
he  was  sent  by  Lord  Dunmore  to  General  Gag-e  witit  letters,  and  his  pro- 
posals enclosed  to  Gage ;  that  he  left  Boston  on  the  14th  or  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  returned  to  Lord  Dimmore  in  the  middle  of  October  ;  that  he 
brought  instructions  from  General  Gage  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who  granted 
him  a  commission  of  Lieut.  Coh  Commandant  of  a  regiment,  to  be  raised 
m  the  back  parts  and  Canada,  with  power  to  nominate  officers,  wlio  were 
to  be  commissioned  by  Lord  Dunmore  ;  that  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  De- 
troit, where  he  was  to  meet  his  commission  and  instructions;  thai  he  left 
Lord  Dmimore  about  10  days  ago,  who  had  with  him  two  sloops  of  1 6  and 
18  guns  ;  that  the  ship  on  which  tx)rd  Dunmore  is  aboard,  is  armed  with 
about  6  or  8  guns  ;  tliat  a  vessel  of  20  gims  is  daily  expected  from  Jamai- 
ca ;  that  John  Smith  never  was  appointed  Sui-geon  ;  that  he  told  Smith 
that  if  he  was  the  man  he  represented  himself  to  be,  it  wa.s  possible  lie 
would  appoint  him.  f^i  True  Copt/. J 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Allen  Cameron  and  John  Connelh',  be  kept  in 
close  and  safe  custody,  until  the  orders  of  the  Congress  be  known  ;  and 
that  the  Chairman  transmit  copies  of  the  examinations  and  papers,  to  the 
Honourable  the  President  of  the  Congi-ess,  and  to  the  Conventions  or  Couii- 
cils  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  Smith,  be  kept  in  custody  till  the  farther  orders 
of  this  Committee.  fA  true  copy  from  the  Jlinutcs.J 


[  No  5.  ] 

Letter  from  General  George  Washington,  to  Colonel  William  Woodford. 

Cambmbge,  10th  NnvEMBEi!,  1775. 

Dear  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  18t,h  of  Sepi ember  came  to  my  hands  on 
Wednesday  last,  through  Boston,  and  open,  as  you  may  suppose.  It  migiit 
be  well  to  recollect  by  whom  you  sentit,  inorderto  discover  ifthere  has  not 
been  some  tre;ichery  practised. 

I  do  not  mean  to  flatier,  when  I  assure  you  that  I  highly  approve  of  your 
appointment. — The  inexperience  you  complain  of  is  a  common  case,  and 
only  to  be  remedied  by  practice  and  close  attention. — The  best  general 
advice  I  can  give,  and  which  I  am  sure  you  stand  in  no  need  of,  is  to  be 
sti-ict  in  yom-  disciplme  ;  that  is,  to  require  nothing  imreasonable  of  your 
officers  and  men,  but  see  that  whatever  is  required  be  pmictually  com- 
plied with — ^reward  and  pimish  every  man  according  to  his  merit,  without 
partiality  or  prejudice. — Hear  their  compl;unts— if  well  fbunuetl,  rech-ess 
them.— If  otlierwise,  discourage  them,  in  order  to  prevent  frivolous  ones. 
— Discourage  vice  in  every  shape,  and  impress  opon  the  mind  of  every 
man,  from  the  first  to  the  lowest,  the  importance  of  the  cause  ;  :md  wiiat 
it  is  they  are  contending  for. — Forever  keep  in  view  the  necessity  ofgtiar- 
ding  against  surprizes. — In  all  yoiu-  marches,  at  times,  at  least,  even  v/lien 
there  is  no  possible  duvnger,  to  move  with  fi-ont,  riar,  and  flank  guards,  that 
they  may  be  familiarized  to  the  use  ;  and  be  regular  in  your  encampments, 
apjiointing  necessary  guards  tor  the  securi  y  of  your  camp.  In  short,  whe- 
ther you  expect  an  enemy  or  not,  this  should  be  practised  ;  otherwise  your 
attempts  will  be  confused  and  awkward,  when  necessary.  Be  plain  and. 
precise  in  your  orders,  and  keep  copies  of  them  to  refer  to,  that  no  mis- 
takes may  happen. — Be  easy  and  condescending  in  your  deportment  to 
your  ofilcers,  but  not  too  familiar,  lest  jou  subject  yourself  to  a  want  of 
that  respect  which  is  necessary  to  support  a  proper  command. — These, 
sir,  not  because  I  thbik  you  need  the  advice,  but  because  you  have  beeu 


iBPEKDxx.     condescending^  enough  to  as^c  it,,  I  luve  presumed  to  give  as  the  great  out- 

lines  of  your  conduct. 
-  ,,.11=  As  to  the  manual  exercise,  the  evolutions,  manoeuvres,  &c.  of  a  regi- 
ment, with  otiier  knowledge  necessary  to  the  soldier,  you  will  acquire  them 
from  those  authors  who  liave  treated  upon  these  subjects,  among  which 
Bland  (tlie  newest  edition)  stands  foremost — essay  on  the  art  of  war- 
instructions  tor  officers  (lately  published  at  Philadelphia) — ^the  Partizan 
— Young,  &c. 

My  compliments  to  Ah-s.  Woodford — and  that  every  success  may  attend 
you  in  this  glorious  struggle,  is  the  sincere  and  ardent  wish  of. 
Deal-  Sir,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

C£ORGE  WASHINGTON. 


[  No.  6.   ] 

£xtract  ef  a  letter frovt  Edmund  Pentnetan,  President  of  the  Convention,  to 
Colonel  William  Hcotlford, 

RiCHMOT),  1)>XGMBEB  Ist,  1775. 

SIR — ^The  convention  have  had  under  consideration  your  letter  to  Mr, 
Page,  with  tliat  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  to  you,  wluch  contain  the  si- 
tuation ofyour  troops,  and  that  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  his  motley  auxiliaries. 
They  have  honoured  me  with  their  commands  to  communicate  their  -wish- 
es to  you,  to  risk  the  eticcess  of  your  arms  ag  little  as  possible,  at  this  important 
crisis  ,-  and  if  your  ndmbers  do  not,  in  your  judgment,  give  a  moral  pro- 
bability of  answering  the  purposes  of  youi*  march,  they  desire  you  will  ac- 
cept the  otier  of  the  troops  of  North-Carolina,  by  sending  for  their  imme- 
diate assistance.     A  counter-proclamation,  &c.  &.c. 

•  -  -  -  I  am,  &c. 

EDMUND  PENDLETON,  PresUlent, 


[  No.  7.  3 

Wells,  on  his  return  from  North  Carolina,  brought  from  Col.  Vail,  a  let' 
ter,  containing  the  followhig information  : 

That  he  had  with  him  about  190  efiective  men,  well  prepared  with 
small  arms  and  cartridges  ;  three  double  fortified  4  pounders,  and  4  can- 
non of  a  smaller  size,  and  about  25  or  30  balls  for  the  4  pounders  ;  one  or 
two  hundred  more  at  Eden  ton,  tbi-  which  he  had  sent  to  Colonel  Howe,  by 
whom  he  expected  to  be  joined  tlie  latter  end  o.  the  week,  wiih  500  men  ; 
he  was  uncerUiin  whether  he  should  be  able  to  bring  with  hun  more  than 
2  of  the  four-pounders,  and  1  of  the  smaller  size  ;  carts  were  difficidt  to  be 
procured,  but  if  possible,  Woodford  might  depend  upon  being  joined  by 
tjie  whole — tliis  junction  should  take  place  as  soon  as  they  could  get  along 
— the  cannon  belonging  to  the  Carolina  ti-oops  were  not  nioimted,  ai'^d  they 
had  no  powder  with  them,  but  expected  to  receive  300  lbs  ;  the  men's 
arms  were  indiifei-ent— there  was  no  kind  of  furniture  to  tlie  caiuion. 


[  No.  8.  1      . 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 
JtesoTved  imammously.  That  tliis  Convention  do  highly  approve  of  Colo- 
nel Woodford's  conduct,  manifested  as  well  in  the  success  of  tiie  troops 
luider  his  command,  as  in  the  hr.mane  treatment  of,  and  kind  attention  to 
the  unfortunate,  tliougli  brave  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  made  prison- 
ers in  the  late  action  near  the  Great  Bridge  ;  and  that  the  President  com- 
mmiicate  lo  Colonel  Woodford,  the  sense  of  this  county  on  this  occasion. 


[  No.  9.  ] 

Inventory  of.irms,  takeni  Satwday,  9th  December,  1775. 
Two  silver  mounted,  v'uzees  with  bayonets  ;  one  steel  mounted  Fuzee 


without  bayonet ;  24  well  fixed  muskets  with  bayonets  ;  28  cartoudi  box-     ^rvtirmx. 

es  and  pouches  ;  j  silver  mounted  cartouch  boxes  ;  2  common  ditto ;  26 

bayonet-belts  ;    27  caps  ;    2  hats  ;    1  barrel  with  powder  and  cartridpfes  ; 

1  silk   handkerchief  with  linnen  in  it ;  2  watches  ;  cash  12s  6d  ;  1  pair  of 

g-loves  ;  4  stocks  and  buckles  ;  1  pair  of  silver  shoe  btickles  ;  3  pair  ditto 

knee  ditto;  2  snuff  boxes;  10  knives  ;  1  barrel  with  ball  and  oakum  ;  12 

coats  ;  12  waistcoats  ;  11  pair  of  shoes ;  12  pair  of  garters  ,  1  pair  ofbree- 

ches  ;  1  shirt  -,  1  pair  of  stockings  ;  a  pai'cel  of  old  knee  buckles  ;  1  black 

handkerchief. 

LIST  OF  STORES  FOUND  IN  THE  FORT. 

7  guns,  4  of  which  indifferent ;  1  bayonet ;  29  spades  ;  2  shovels  ;  6  can- 
non ;  a  few  shot ;  some  bedding  ;  part  of  a  hogshead  of  rum  ;  2  or  more 
barrels,  contents  unknown,  supposed  to  be  rum  ;  2  barrels  of  bread  ;  about 
20  quarters  of  beef ;  about  a  box  and  a  half  of  candles  ;  4  or  5  dozen  qt. 
bottles  ;  4or  5  iron  pots  ;  a  few  a*es  ;  some  old  lumber 

N.  B. — ^The  spikes  cannot  be  got  out  of  the  cannon,  without  drilling. 


t  No.  10.    ] 

The  circumstance  which  occasioned  the  delay  alluded  to,  was  this  : — X 
direction  from  the  Convention  to  Woodford,  to  endeavor  to  procure  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  was,  in  the  bustle  and  hurry  of  the  moment,  mis- 
taken for  an  instruction  fiom  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  so  that  when  Dun- 
more's  proposal  came,  it  was  still  deemed  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  Con- 
vention. 


[  No.  11.  ] 

To  the  Ili^ht  Honorable  army,  entitled  the  Soiis  of  Liberty  OTid  Property,  in  and 
over  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia. 

The  petition  of  upwards  of  250  neutrals,  who  lately  jm-ived  from  Scotland, 
and  bound  to  Cape  Fear  in  Xorth  Carolina ;  and  by  distress  of  weather 
was  forced  in  Cape  Henry,  and  arrived  in  Norfolk  in  the  ship  LordDonluce, 
Capt.  Robert  Shutter,  commander  ;  and  now  lying  in  said  Borough  with 
their  wives  and  children,  in  distress,  and  not  being  acquainted  with  the 
art  of  war,  are  all  now  lying  in  a  desperate  situation,  and  must  all  certain- 
ly surter,  unless  relieved  by  your  honorable  protection — 

Therefore,  Your  petitioners  humbly  craveth  your  protection,  that  they 
may  arrive  safe  to  Cape  Fear,  by  land,  or  any  other  way,  as  your  honour 
shall  think  proper — and  with  so  doing,  your  poor  petitioners  shall,  as  in 
duty  bound,  ever  pray,  8ic- 


[  No.  13.     Vide  page  13k  ] 

The  following  are  extracts  from  letters  tending  to  prove  that  the  Ame- 
rican declaration  of  Independence  was  the  effect  of  ministerial  oppres- 
sion, and  not  the  result  of  a  preconcerted  plan.  Though  intended  for 
the  bosom  of  private  friendship,  tho^e  letters  may  legitimately  be  con- 
sidered as  conveying  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  American  people  at 
that  time.  They  evidence  the  reluctance  with  which  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain  was  contemplated ;  and  do  away  the  idea  held  out  by  some 
English  writers,  that  "  Independence  had  long  been  meditated  by  tlte 
leading  characters  in  the  Colonies,  and  that  they  availed  themselves  of 
the  obnoxious  acts  of  the  British  Governmehl  for  its  assertion." 

Thomas  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Willi.im  Srtiall,  formerly  one  of  the 
professors  of  William  and  Mary,  but  then  at  Birmingham,  in  England, 
where  he  successfully  applied  his  extensive  scientific  knowledge  to  prac- 
tical improvements,  in  various  manufactures,  &c.  dated  May  Tth,  1775, 
writes  as  follows: 

"  Within  this  week,  we  have  received  the  unhappy  news  of  an  action  6f 
considerable  iha^tiuie  between  the  King's  troops  and  our  brethren  of 
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Boston,  in  which  it  is  said  500  of  the  former,  with  the  Earl  of  Piercy,  are 
slain.  That  such  an  action  has  happened  is  undoubted,  though,  perhaps 
the  circumstances  may  not  yet  have  reached  us  with  tj-uth  This  accident 
has  cut  oft'  our  hist  hopes  of  reconciUation,  and  a  plirenzy  of  reveng-e  seems 
to  have  seized  all  imnks  of  people  —It  is  a  lamentable  circumstance  that  the 
only  mediatory  power  acknow  ledg-ed  by  both  parties,  instead  of  leading  to 
a  reconciliation,  his  divided  people,  should  piu-sue  the  incendiaiy  purpose 
of  still  blo%rin!^  up  the  flames,  as  we  find  him  constantly  doing,  in  evei-y 
speech  and  jjublic  declaration.  This  may,  perhaps,  be  intended  to  inti- 
m;  date  into  acquiescence;  but  the  effect  has  been  most  unfortunately  other- 
w-ise.  A  little  knowledg-e  of  human  nature,  and  attention  to  its  ordinary 
working's,  mi.^ht  have  foreseen  that  the  sph-its  of  the  people  were  in  a  state, 
in  which  they  were  more  likely  to  be  provoked  than  frightened  by  haugh- 
ty deportment  and  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  iniUtion.  Proscription  of  in- 
d'ividuals  has  been  substituted  in  the  room  of  just  trLd.  Can  it  be  believed 
that  a.erateful  people  will  suffer  those  to  be  consigned  to  ex ectition,  whose 
•sole  crime  has  been  developing  and  asserting  their  riH.ts  ?  Had  tlie  Par- 
liament possessed  the  liberty  of  reflection,  they  would  have  avoided  a  mea- 
sure as  impct  ent  as  it  w.ts  inflammatory.  When  I  saw  Lord  Chatham's  bill, 
I  entertained  high  hopes  that  a  reconciliation  could  have  been  brought  a- 
bout.  Tlie  difference  between  his  terms,  and  those  offered  by  our  Congress, 
irii-iit  have  been  accomm.odated,  if  entered  on  by  both  parties  with  a  disposi- 
tion to  accommodate;  but  tlie  indignity  of  Parham  ent,  it  seems,  can  brook 
no  opposition  to  its  power.— Strange,  that  a  set  of  men  who  have  made  sale 
of  their  virtue  to  the  minister,  should  vet  talk  of  retaining  dignity  !  » 

Another  letter,  from  the  same  gentleman  to  John  Randolph,  the  former 
Attorney  General,  dated  August  2oth,  1775,  contains  the  annexed  passage  : 

"  I  am  sorry  the  situation  of  our  country  shotdd  render  it  not  eligible  to 
vou  to  remain  longer  in  it.  1  hope  the  returning  wisdom  of  Great  Britain 
Will  ere  long  put  an  end  to  this  unnatural  contest.  There  may  be  people 
to  whose  tempers  and  dispositions  contention  may  be  pleasmg,  and  whonnay 
therefore  v.-i4i  a  continuance  of  confusion  ;  but  to  me  it  is  of  all  states  but 
one  the  most  horrid  Mv  first  wish  is  a  restoration  of  our  just  rights  ; 
my  second  a  return  of  the  happy  period  when,  consistently  with  duty,  I 
may  withdraw  mvself  totally  from  the  public  eye,  imd  pass  the  rest  of  my 
days  in  domestic  ease  and  tranquility,  banishing  every  desire  of  aftemards 
even  hearing  what  passes  in  t!ie  world.  Perhaps,  ardour  for  the  latter 
adds  considerably  to  the  warmth  of  the  former  wish.  Looking  with  fond- 
ness towards  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  help  hoping  you 
mav  be  able  to  contribute  towards  expediting  this  good  work.  I  think 
it  must  be  evident  to  yourself  that  the  ministry  have  been  deceived  by  their 
officei-s  on  this  side  the  water,  who  (for  what  purposes  i  cannot  tell)  have 
constantly  represented  the  American  opposltlim  as  that  of  a  small  faction, 
in  which  the  bodv  ofthe  people  took  little  part.  This  you  can  inform 
them,  of  your  o^\■n  knowledge,  to  be  untrue.  They  have  taken  it  into  their 
heads',  too,  that  we  are  cowards  and  shall  surrender  at  discretion  to  aii 
armed  force  The  past  ard  future  operations  of  the  war  must  confirm  or 
undeceive  them  on  that  head.  I  wish  they  were  thoroughly  and  minute- 
ly acquainted  with  everv  circumstance  relative  to  America,  as  it  exists  m 
trtlth  1  am  persuaded  this  would  go  far  towards  disposing  them  to  re- 
conciliation. Even  those  in  Parliament  who  are  called  friends  to  America, 
seem  to  know  nothing  of  oiu-  real  determinations.  I  observe  tliey  pronoun- 
ced  in  the  last  Parliament  that  the  Congress  of  1774,  did  notmean  to  insist 
ri"-orouslv  on  the  terms  thev  held  out.  but  kept  something  in  reserve  to 
jcive  up,  and,  in  fact,  thai  tliev  would  give  up  every  thing  but  the  right  of 
taxation.  Now  the  trucli  is  far  from  this,  as  I  can  affirm,  and  put  my  ho- 
nour to  the  assertion.  Their  continuing  in  tliis  error  may,  perhaps,  have 
ven-  ill  consequences.  The  Congress  stated  the  lowest  terms  they  thought 
p<issible  to  be  accepted,  in  order  to  convince  tlie  world  they  were  not  un- 
reasonable They  gave  up  the  monopoly  and  regulation  of  trade,  and  ail 
acts  passed  prior  to  1764,  leaving  to  British  generosity  to  render  these,  at 
some  future  time,  as  eusv  to  America  as  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
could  admit.  I  wish  no  filse  sense  of  honour,  no  ignorance  of  our  real  in- 
tentions,  no  vain  hope  that  partial  concessions  of  right  will  be  acceptea, 
may  induce  the  mmlstry  to  trifle  with  acccomodation,  till  it  shall  be  put 
even  out  of  our  own  power  to  accommodate.  If,  indeed.  Great  Britain,  dis- 
joined from  her  Coloni-.s,  be  a  match  for  the  most  potent  nations  of  Eu- 
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oope,  with  the  Colonies  thrown  into  their  scale,  they  n^ygo  on  securely;  iPTiKBiT 
but  'ftliev  are  not  assured  of  tiiis,  it  would  be  certain  y  u'lwi  e,  by  trjing 
ttie  event  of  another  conpuign,  to  risk  our  accepting'  a  foreign  aid,  which, 
perh  ps,  may  not  be  obtainable  but  on  a  condition  of  everlasting'  a\-\il3ion 
from  fireat  IJiitain.  This  would  be  tliought  a  hard  co  idilion  to  those  wl>o 
wish  for  re  union  with  their  paren'  comtry.  I  am  sincerely  one  oftb.ose, 
and  would  rather  be  \v.  depentleiice  on  Great  Ih-itain,  properly  limited,  tiian 
on  any  nation  upon  earth,  or  than  on  no  nation  ;  but  I  am  one  of  those  too  who 
rather  than  submit  to  the  rie^lit  of  legislating'  for  us,  assumed  by  the  British 
Rirliament,  and  wiich  late  experience*  has  shewn  they  will  so  cruelly  ex- 
ercise, would  lend  m\  liand  to  sink  the  whole  Inland  in  the  ocean. 

It  undeceiving  tlie  Minister  a.s  to  matters  of  fact,  may  chanpre  his  flispo- 
sition,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  in  your  power,  by  assisting  to  do  this,  to  render 
service  to  tlie  whole  empire,  at  the  most  critical  time,  certainly,  that  ir  has 
ever  seen.  Whether  Britain  shall  continue  the  head  of  the  greatest  em- 
pire on  earth,  or  shall  return  to  her  original  str.tion  in  the  political  scale  of 
Etnope,  depends  perhaps  on  tlie  resolutions  ot  the  succeeding  winter.-^ 
God  send  they  may  be  wise  and  salutary  tor  us  all !" 

Again,  in  a  letter  dated  Philadelpliiv,  November  29,  1^75,  and  address- 
ed to  the  same  .lohn  Randolph,  Mr.  Jefferson  says  : 

" You  will  have  heard  before  "this  reaches  vou,  that  Lord 

Bunmore  has  commenced  ho'^ti'itit.s  in  Virginia  The  people  bore  with 
every  thing,  till  he  attempted  to  bvu-n  the  town  of  Hampton.  They  oppos- 
«d  and  repelled  him  with  considerable  loss  on  his  side,  and  no'ie  on  ours. 
It  lias  roused  our  countrymen  into  perfect  pin  enzy.  It  is  an  immense  mis- 
fortune to  the  whole  empire,  to  have  a  King  of  such  a  disposition,  at  such 
•  time  We  are  told,  and  every  tiling  proves  it  true,  th.t  he  is  the  bitter- 
est enemy  we  have.  His  Minister  is  able,  and  tliat  satisfies  me  that  ignor- 
ance or  wickedness  some  wliere  controuls  him.  In  an  earlier  part  of"  this 
eop.test,  our  petitions  told  him,  that  from  our  King  there  was  but  one  ap- 
pe.J.  The  admonition  was  despised,  and  that  appe.il  forced  on  us  To 
undo  his  empire,  he  has  but  one  truth  more  to  learn,  that  alter  Colonies 
have  drawn  ihe  sword,  there  is  but  one  step  more  tiiev  oan  take.  That 
step  is  now  pressed  upon  us  by  the  measures  adopted,  as  if  thev  were  afraid 
wevvouldnot  takeiu  Believe  me,  dear  sir,  there  is  not  in  the  British 
empire,  a  man  who  morecordiJIy  loves  a  union  with  Great  Britain,  tiian  I 
do  ;  but,  by  the  God  that  made  me,  I  will  ce:ise  to  exist,  before  I  yield  to 
a' connexion  on  such  terms  as  the  British  Farii  .ment  propose ;  and  in  this  1 
t'^ink  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  America.  We  want  neither  inducement 
nor  power  to  declare  andasser?  a  sepuran«n  from  Great  Britain.     It  is  will 


•  This  is  undersiood  to  have  ailudeii  to  a  bi  1,  passed  by  the  House  of 
Lords  at  tlieir  precediig  session,  excepting  from  the  benefit  of  any  gene- 
ral pardon  which  might  be  ottered,  ceriain'individuals  bv  name.  .Mr.  Mon- 
tague, then  Agent  tor  the  House  of  BurgeSi.es  of  Virginia  (which  ph.ce 
was  procured  for  him  by  the  interest  or  Peyton  Randolph,  Speaker  of  the 
House,  and  his  early  and  inti.nate  frier.d)  extracted  the  substance  of  the 
bill  and  the  names  excepted,  and  enclosed  the  extract  to  Peyton  Randolph. 
Among  the  persons  excepted,  were  Hancock  and  one  or  both  Adams's  n* 
notorious  leaders  of  the  opposition  in  Massachusetts,  PaUick  Henry  as  thr 
•ame  in  Virginia  ;  Peyton  Randolph,  as  President  jf  the  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia  ;  and  Thomas  Jetterson,  as  author  of  a  proposition  to  tlie 
Convention  of  Virginia  for  an  address  to  the  King,  in  which  was  maintain- 
ed, that  there  was  in  right  no  link  of  union  between  England  and  the  ColS- 
nies,  but  that  of  the  same  King  ;  and  that  neiilier  the  Parliament,  nor  any 
•ther  functionary  of  that  government,  had  anv  more  right  to  exercise  au- 
thority over  the  Colonies,  than  over  the  Electorate  of  Hanover  ;  yet  ex- 
pressing, in  conclusion,  an  acquiescence  in  reasonable  restrictions  of  com- 
merce, for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain,  a  c  )nviction  of  the  mutual  advan- 
tages of  union,  and  disavowal  of  the  wish  for  separation.  The  Cfmvention, 
desiring  toavoidwhat  was  unconcilia'>orv,  waved  the  consideration  ofthei.d- 
dress  in  form,  but  the  members  individiiallv,  had  it :  rimed,  Mr  .leHerson 
being  prevented  by  sickness  li-om  attending  the  Convent i.n.  Several  o* 
thci  persons  were  excepted  in  the  same  bill  ;  but,  aboui  this  time,  infor- 
mation of  occurrences  iii  America  presenting^  a  serioua  aspect,  the  iiousft 
of  Commons  never  acted  on  the  bill 
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APP}jsnrx.  alone  which  is  wanting-,  and  that  is  growino-  apace,  under  the  festering 
luuid  of  our  Kint^ — Oi:e  bloody  cans pai^^-n  wii)  probuoly  decide  everlastinij- 
CBSBi^i^  ly,  our  futui  e  course.  1  :im  sorry  to  find  a  bloody  campaign  is  decided 
on.  If  our  winds  and  waters  should  noi  combine  to  re.icue  iheii-  bliorei 
from  slaver\,  and  General  Howe's  rein  tore  em  ent  should  arrive  in  saietjr, 
we  liave  hopes  he  will  be  inspirited  lo  cume  out  o(_Ros'.on,  and  t;.k.e  ano- 
ther diu'bint^  ;  and  we  must  drub  i. in-:  toundly,  be'.i.re  the  sceptered  ty- 
rant will  know  we  arc  i:  >t  mere  bru« ;i,  to  ci  ouch  Uiidcr  his  hand,  and  kira 
the  rod  with  wliich  he  di-'si^us  lo  i.couJ"js*i  ua." 


[  No.  13.  ] 

Extvact  of  a  letter  from  Jfr.  Jefferson  to  Eihnund  Peiulleton,  on  the  subject  of 
his  resignation  oj  his  seat  in  C"iigress,  cfcer  hearing  of  Ids  re-uppuintment. 
"  .  .  1  am -«»)iTy  the  situation  of  my  ilome.^tic  aii'.iii-o,  renders 
It  indispensably  necessary  ihatlsliould  solicit  che  substitution  of  some  o- 
ther  person  here,  in  my  room.  Tlie  delicacy  of  the  House  will  not  require 
me  to  enter  minuiely  into  the  privaie  causes  which  rtnder  tins  necessa-* 
ry.  I  trust  ti.ey  will  be  saiisfted  1  would  not  have  uiged  it  attain,  were  it 
not  iniavoid.'ible.  I  shall  witli  cliferiulnes  continue  in  duty  here  till  the 
expiration  ofouryear — by  which  lirn^I  hope  it  will  be  convenient  lor  my 
Siicce.ssor  to  autend." 

On  the  I'Jih  of  October  following,  the  General  Assembly  appointed  Ben- 
jamin Ilairison  a  Uekg-aic  to  the   Coiiiinental  Conjp-t.ss,    indie  room  of 
Air.  .Ic'TcriOn.     A  liiijii  compliinent  was,  at  the  same  lime  besiowed  on  him, 
for  his  iiHmercar.dtici  inilit  important  i  rust  to  whicii  he  was  recalled. 
See  Journal  cfthe  Hous^  of  Delegates  of  I  'ir^  inia,  jiivio  Domini,  1776 — puge,  8. 


[  No.  14.  ]. 
Sever."]  schemes  were  proposed  for  -i  new  seal-    We  find,  in  our  docu- 
inents.  the  following,  ivi  iJr.  Fiviiklin's  hand  writing"  : 

MOSES^— standing-  on  tlie  stiore  and  ex  enuinj^-  iiis  hand  over  the  sea, 
thereby  causint^-  the  s.ime  to  overwiielm  Pii.iraoh,  wlio  is  sittinjc  in  an  o- 
pen  ciiariut,  a  crown  on  his  iiead,  and  a  sword  in  his  hand.  Ki-ys,  from  a 
pillar  oi'iire  in  tiie  chiuds,  leacliing  to  Moses,  to  express  tiiat  he  acts  by  th-' 
command  of  the  Deity 

Jiloito — Rebellion  to  Tyrants,  in  obedience  to  God. 

Another  Coat  of  Arms  for  Virpnia,  was  devised  by  Mr.  De  Cimetiere  of 
■  Piiiiadel])hia. 

FIELD — a  cross  of  St.  George  (us  a  remnant  of  the  ancient  Coat  of  Arms, 
shcwinsi:  the  origin  of  the  Virg-inians  to  beEnglisli)  havincr  inthe  center  a 
sharp  p>oiated  kni.'e,  isi  I'ale,  blade  argCKt,  handle  or,  idluding  to  the  name 
the  liwaans  have  cjiven  to  that  s.a  e 

In  the  first  quarter  ardent,  a  tobacco  plant  flctny,  proper. 
In  the  second  arj^epf,  two  wheat  slieals  in  salioir,  proper. 
In  the  t.'ii.-d  arg-ent,  astalU  of  Indian  corn,  full  ripe,  proper. 
In  ti'c  Hiurtli  vest,  four  fasces  waved  Jirg'ent,  alluding-  to  the  4  g-reat 
rivers  o."  Virginia. 

N.  B.  Tl/e  pieces  cont-iined  in  the  above,  may  very  well  admit  of  a  dif- 
fereni  dispcsidon,  ifthouijiu  necessar)-,  and  more  emblematical  or  helal- 
dic;.i. 

SUPPORl  ERS — Dexter,  a  fig-ure  dressed  as  in  tlie  time  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, i-cprcseniing;  Sir  Walter  Kawleig-h,  planxin,^  with  his  righi  hand  the 
stand.'ird  of  Libertv,  witii  the  words  Magna  CliaUa  written  on  it,  and  with 
his  Ic  "t  S',;pporting  the  escutcheon. 

SINISTKU— AVii-ginian  rifle.nan  of  the  present  times,  completely  ac- 
coi'trerl. 

CJtKHT— The  crest  of  the  ancient  armsofVir^nia-the  breastof  a  ^/ir- 
<rin  naked,  and  cro->vncd  with  an  antique  crown,  alluding-  to  Queen  Eliza- 
betii,  iu  whof^e  rei|:;n  the  cmnjtj-v  was  discovered.  \ 

jjfv^o— Hehellioii  to  Tyraute  iu  obedience  to  God  ;— or.  Rex  est  tpd  re- 
i^fmnonhabet.  .  (Si.g-yestod  by  Mr.    Jeftcrson.) 
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aCMt.  TTuth.e  propexf lithe  annerrd — The  fiq^nreit  from  Sfi^ncr*it  Po'i/neti.f.) 

VIlM'l'li,  tlie  is^enius  oltbe  Commonwealth,  (l^e.s^ed  like  an  Xrrcizon, 
restin:;^  on  a  spear  wiih  one  hand,  und  hoMi!i<T  a  swm-d  wi'cli  the  other,  and 
trei<lin^  on  T\  ratinv,  lepreseir.ecl  by  .i  m:;n  prostr.i'e,  a  crown  falleti  from 
Lij    lal,  I  br  iken  ciiaiii  in  his  left  hand,  and  a  scourg'e  in  his  ric^ht. 

Ill  lie  exer^on,  the  word  yii-^iruQ,  over  the  head  of  Virtiu  ,•  "and  under- 
neath, «c«tf»i/»«' ^yra>'H/«.      ,  ^ 

(ti\  tlie  reverse,  a  i,n-o  ip  ;  XjVxrrfjAvith  her  7tinnd  stnH  pila/s,  in  the  mid- 
rile ;  on  one  side  Ceiea,  wiiii  tlie  Conutcr,pia.  in  one  hand,  ar.d  an  eaj-  of 
w  heat  in  tlie  oUier  ;  on  the  otiier  side,  Eicrnitus  \vi  Ji  the  GLOe  and  Phc^ 
nix. 

Ill  tlie  exergon,  /J^it  J^tUit  hcec  otia fecit. 

On  July  20th,  Mr.  John  Page  lerote  thus  to  Mr.  TViomai  Jefferson  :  ► 
AVe  are  very  much  at  a  loss  her< ,  tor  an  en.i^raver  to  make  our  ^e;.l.  \tr. 
Wy  he  and  myseli'  have,  therefore,  thous^ht  ii  proper  to  uppl-.  to  you  to  as- 
sist iw  this  business.  Canyou  jret  the  work  done  in  Phiiadelpliia.?  If  von 
c;m,  wemusttfet  the  favor  of  you  to  have  it  done  immediately.  The  eu« 
e'osed  will  be  all  the  directions  you  will  require  I'he  f n.^ra-.  er  may  want 
to  know  the  size  This  mJu  may  de  ermine  ;  unless  Mr.  Wyihe  should  di- 
rec  the  ilimension>i.  He  mav  also  be' at  a  loss  for  a  Virtiis  and  Libertas  ; 
but  yo'.i  mav  refer  liiin  to  Spaice''*  Polipnelis,  which  must  be'in  some  Librji- 
f:  in  Phii.idelphia,  &c.  &c 

The  delay  which  attended  the  execution  of  thl"!  new  seal,  caused  a  few 
to  be  passed  by  the  first  republican  assembly,  empowering-  the  Governor 
t)  i.,suecommisaons.  without  tlie  sealofthe'Ctimmonweaith  ;  and  to  con- 
firm those  already  is'-ued. 

Ill  October,  1779,  an  act  was  passed,  for  having- the  above  enc,-ravcd,  ei- 
ther in  America  or  Europe,  only  ctiauj^inf^  the  moito  on  the  reverse  toPcr- 
teveriiiido. — :»-The  present  seal  is  generally  ^nown. 


[Xo.  15.   ] 

27th  of  Ed-.Mrd  in  ciuip  xrri. 

A  merchant  stranger.  sliJl  not  b.c  impeached  fbr  another's  debt,  but  up- 
en  good  cause,  mci-chants  of  enemies  countries  sell  their  goods  in  conve- 
nient time,  and  depart  ,  ■ 

Item— Th.^1  no  merchant  stranger  be  impeached  for  another's  trespass, 
OT  for  another  s  aebt,  whereor  he  is  noidehior,  pledge  or  main  person.  • 
Prow/«i  always,  that  if  our  liege  people,  meichunts  or  otha-s  be  enda- 
maged by  any  L(.rds  or  strange  lands,  or  their  suojecis,  and  the  said  Lords  ' 
Utils  required,  tail  of  ngh'  to  uirsaid  suo|ect;,,  we  sb  dl  have  the  1  w  of 
Mavque,  and  of  takir.g  them  .g.iin,  as  has  been  used  in  tiraes  past,  wiVont 
traufl  or  deceit;  and  in  case  riiat  deb.te  do  i-i.-vc  (whirh  God  defend^  be- 
twix'  us  andany  Urds  of  s'l-^oge  lands,  we  wiil  not  that  the  -jconie  and 
merchants  o  the  said  lands  be  suddenlv  subchied  in  our  said  Veilm  and 
lands  becau^e  of  st.ch  debate,  but  tha'.  ihev  be  wurned.  and  piochmari^n 
thereo  pubhshed,  that  they  shuU  void  the  said  realm  and  Limds,  with  their 
goods,  freely,  wiUiin  forty  (i.ys  after  the  warning,  and  proclarnatTn  io 
made ;  and  timt,  m  the  mean  lime,  they  be  not  impeached,  n«r  let  of  their 
passage,  or  of  making  their  profit  of  ihe  same  merchandizes,  if  thev  will 
sell  tiir-m.  And  in  case  that  for  default  of  \vind  or  of  sliip,  or  for  sickness 
or  tor  other  evide:U  c.use  they  cannot  av,,;d  our  said  re^lm  and  lands  wiih! 
m  so  sliorr  a  time,  then  they  shall  have  other  fbrtv  d.vs,  or  more  if  need 
be,  wruiin  whicii  they  may  pass  coiivenientlv,  wich  selling  their  me.  c'lau, 
«ize,  as  afore  is  said.  '  ° 
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[  No.  16.  1        , 

"  I  rejoice,"  says  INfr  John  Ad..ou,  m  .u.etterto  Mr.  Jefferson  datet' 
PhdKlelpina,  May 26,  1777,  «  to  liear.tr.ut  v,«ir  batt.JioBs  areTlafilS 
sui'rSo'nh/il^t-'V'^^'f  •"'''"  u.uiece>s.y.  it  .s  a  dangemit;  Zi 
««!':  P.  r  -  '«^P^^^ »«  ^''-e-^^  exU-oinewes,  eve^by  populai-iravem- 
i«enci.  Perhaps,  m such  fe-o-.ernmcnts,  drau-hts  WiU  aevibc  uiudc  butTn 
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APPKin)iz.  cases  where  thepeople  themselves  see  ihenecessity  of  them.  Stich  draughts 
are  widely  difierent  from  those  made  by  monaiclis,  to  carry  on  wars  in  which 

T  ~  the  people  can  see  nointerest  of  iheirown,  nor  any  ot'ierobject  in  view  than 

the  gratification  of  the  a  arice,  anibi  ion,  caprice,  envy,  revenge,  or  vawiijr 
of  a  single  tjrant.  Draughts  in  the  Massachusetts,  as  they  have  been  tiieie 
manaued,  have  not  been  very  unpopular  ;  for,  the  persons  draughted,  are 
c  immonly  Uie  wealJiiest,  who  become  obliged  to^ive  lar|^e  preniiumR 
to  their  poorer  neighbours  to  take  ^^ir  places." 


[No,  17   ] 

What  these  reports  were,  could  not  be  precisely  ascertained. 

A  letver  from  R  H  Lee,  to  Thomas  .lefiersoii,  dated,  Philadelphia,  Nov*r. 
3, 1776,  contains  the  ibliowing  paragraph  : 

"  £  have  been  informed,  that  very  malignant  and  very  scandalous  hints  and 
inuendoes  conceining  me,  have  been  uttered  in  the  house  From  the  jus- 
tice of  the  house,  1  should  expect  they  woidd  not  suffer  the  character  of 
an  absent  person  to  be  reviled  by  any  slanderous  tongue  whatever.  \\  hen 
lam  present,  1  shall  be  periectly  satisfied  with  the  justice  I  am  able  to  d« 
myself.  From  your  candouj-,  sir,  and  knowledge  of  my  political  move- 
ments, I  hope  such  misstatings  as  may  happen  in  yotu*  presence,  will  be 
rectified. 


[   No.  18.    ] 

On  one  side  of  this  medal,  is  the  portrait  of  G.  Gates,  with  these  words  : 
Horatio  Gates—  Ditci  "trenuo,  comitia ^imericana.  On  the  reverse,  Burg'oyne 
is  represented  in  the  act  of  surrendering"  his  sword  to  (iates.  In  tbe  back 
ground  are  the  two  armies,  American  and  British.  Above,  we  read,  sahu 
reffijawn  sepltnt'-ion.  Viid  under  tl«e  figiues.  Haste  ad  Haratogam  in  detUti*' 
ncm  ucctjito.     Die,  xvii  Uctobris,  mlcclxxvh. 


[  No.  19.  ] 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  tU  House  »/  Jielegatet,  January  ^th,  1778. 

Ordered,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  house  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  several 
p  pci^,  hied  in  the  office,  relating  to  the  claim  of  Richard  Henrlerson  & 
c  ).np.inv,  and  of  the  Indiana  company,  to  George  Mason  and  Thomas  Jef- 
fe;.->on,  Esqr's. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  the  great e.st  importance  to  this  commonwealth,  hat  the 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  to  which  no  person  having  just  claim, 
should  be  disposed  tor  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund,  in  aid  of  the 
taxes  for  discharging  the  public  debt,  and  to  Ihe  end  that  the  claims  to 
unpatented  lands,  under  ti.e  former  or  present  government,  maj  not  in  the 
nie.  n  >ime  be  increased  or  strengthened. 

Resolved,  That  every  entry  with  ihe  country  surveyor,  or  survey  here- 
after  made  in  the  country,  upon  the  Western  waters,  \mdev  anypie'.ence  or 
title  whatsoever,  until  the  Land  Office  shall  be  established,  and  the  man- 
ner and  terms  of  granting  wasie  and  ur.appiopriated  lands  ascertained,  sh^ll 
be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  that  no  person  iiereafter  se  tiing  hi  the  coun- 
try, up(in  Uie  said  Western  waters,  shall  be  eititled  to  any  land  or  pre- 
empiiun  of  land,  foi- .such  settlement,  without  paying  for  the  same  such 
consideradon  as  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  General  Assembly,  so  as  no 
family  be  entitled  o  more  than  400  acres. 

Resolved,  also,  I'liat  all  persons  claiming  any  unpatented  lands  on  the  said 
Wes  ern  waters,  by  order  of  Council,  shall  lay  the  same  l-efoie  the  General 
Assembly,  on  or  before  the  2Uih  dny  of  theirnext  session,  and  be  at  liber- 
ty in  ne  nie.in  time,  to  take  the 'depositions- of  any  witnesses  they  mxf 
choose  to  examine,  to  such  claims,  giving  reasonable  notice  tliereorto  the 
person  appoiu.ed  by  tlie  Governor  and  Council  to  attend  sucii  examination 
in  aie  county,  on  behalf  of  ihe  commonweait;i,  in  ca^e  such  peisons  shall  be 
appoUited. 
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HOTE.  iJ^ENltlX 

The  events  which  tooV  place  in  Mrsrinia,  whilst  Thomat  Jeferson  was 
Governor  o'  ihe  State,  li^^vinir  exciied  nuicii  attention,  and  often  been  mis-    ■■ 
teprcxented,  the  tbllowiniir  remarks  and  documents  may  jirove  acceptable 
to  t!ie  inquisitive  and  candid  reader  :  •• 

It  was  Mr.  Jettcrson's  fortune  to  fill  the  office  of  Governor  of  Virginia, 
dniinw' the  most  perilous  nnd  disis'.'-ous  period  of  the  revolutionary  w:-r. 
The  paper  money  was  rapidly  losing'  its  credit  ;  the  State  was  almost  dis- 
armed, by  the  troops  it  liad  furnislied  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  and 
bv  oilier  events  oftlie  war  ;  the  Continental  army  had  become  too  inconsi- 
derable to  afrord  it  any  important  aid  ;  enlistments  had  nearly  ceased ; 
drtf  .s  had  become  the  nio.ie  of  STCltin;^  men  ;  the  resources  of  (^on- 
l^-i-es-i  were  nearlv  drv,  and  even  food  and  raiment  for  an  army,  could  only 
be  obtained  by  means  equally  uncertain  and  unpopidar.  In  this  situaticm, 
the  State  was  invaded  by  successive  veteran  armies,  more  numerous  ihan 
it  could  arm,  equip  and  feed.  To  resist  these  invasions,  the  miliiia  for  a 
lon.^-time,  constituted  the  only  force,  ihe  resort  to  which  was,  of  course, 
limited  'v  .he  deficiency  of  arms  Many  efforts  were  used  by  Mr.  Jeiler- 
sun  to  make  it  as  efteciive  :iS  possible.  Fieq-aent  orders  for  that  purpose 
were  friven  to  the  Colonels  of  cnunties.  When  sent  into  the  field,  Mr.  .lef- 
fersoti  called  into  service  a  number  of  officers,  who  had  resigned  or  been 
thrown  out  ofpublic  eniployment,  by  red\icUons  of  Continent  ;d  regiments 
for  want  of  men,  andp;-ave  them  commands  ,-  an  expedient  which,  'og-ether 
with  the  aid  of  the  old  soldiei-s  scattered  in  tlie  ranks,  prodaced  a  sudden 
and  hicchly  useful  degree  of  skill,  discipline  and  subordination.  Ti\e  coun- 
tenance bestowed  bv  this  measure  upon  the  small  miliua  armies,  had  a  vi- 
sible  effect  in  checking  invasions,  by  causing  the  Britisli  troops  to  remain 
in,  or  withdraw  to  the  lower  country,  and  sometimes  to  abandon  the  Stale. 
But,  as  the  destitution  of  resources  rendered  it  inipo.ssible  to  keep  tliese 
miliiia  armies,  sm.dl  as  they  were,  constantly  in  the  field,  when  one  inva- 
sion  ceased,  the  State  soon"  became  exposed  to  anotber,  which  could  not 
be  ins  antly  resisted,  as  the  lower  country  was  incompeient  to  tliat  end. — 
Thus  exposed  and  harassed,  exerdons  on  the  part  of  Vi-ginia,  lor  he'ping 
the  Caroiia:vS,  became  also  necessary.  These,  though  farther  cii.stvessi.ig, 
we  -e  made  to  a  great  extent.  Men" were  draf  ed  for  the  regular  regiments, 
and  considerable  detachmenj;-'  of  the  militia  were  sent  to  the  South,  and  a 
niunberof  horses,  essentially  necessary,  wei-e  suddenly  obtained  by  an  ex- 
pedient of  .Mr  Jefferson's,  'instead  of  using  a  mercenary  agency,  he  wrote 
to  an  individal  (generally  a  member  of  Assembly )*in  each  of  the  counties 
wiiere  they  were  to  beh!id,  to  purchase  a  specified  number,  with  the  then 
expiring  paper  money.  This  expedient  met  with  a  success,  highly  impor- 
tant to  Uie  common  cause  Whilst  such  exertions  were  making  to  assist 
other  States,  and  to  defend  our  Eastern  borders,  Virginia  h.id  also  to  op- 
pose a  powerful  enemy  on  iis  Western  frontier.  The  English  and  Indians, 
after  sundi  y  incur.sions  of  tiie  usual  savage  character,  were  contemplating 
alarming  enterprizts  in  that  qu.ir  er  These  we -e  arrested  by  Clarke's  ex- 
pedition inio  their  own  country  ;  an  expedition  projecied  by  Clarke  him- 
self, and  fostered  by  Mr  Henry  and  Mr.  Jefferson.  Few  enterprizes  of 
the  revolutionarv  w'ar  were  bolder,  more  useful,  or  tended  more  to  an  en- 
largement of  territory  at  the  peace.  Bat  Virginia,  exhausted  by  her  eiforts 
toa.ssist  her  sisier-States  ;  ahnost  stripl  ofaniis  ;  without  money  ;  harass- 
ed on  the  East  and  on  the  West  with  formidable  invasions,  became  dissa- 
tisfied and  discouraged.  .Many  symptoms  of  this  appeared,  which  it  is 
needless  to  specify,  but  of  which  the  writer  has  foimd  irrefragable  proofs, 
even  in  the  public  a' chives.  At  length,  a  powerful  army  under  Coruwallis 
was  poured  into  Virginia,  which  was  only  aided  by  an  i:icjnsideruble  rc..;u. 
lar  force  under  La  Fayette  ;  and  the  V.s.sembly  was  driven  by  the  enemy  o- 
ver  the  mountains  to^  Staunton.  _\t-his  juncture,  some  ofi^s  members  ^y 
turnedtheir  eyes  towards  a  dictator;  and' measures  for  eft'ecung  tlie  pro- 
ject were  suddeidy  taken,  with  the  zeal  inspired  by  a  belief  hai  its  execu- 
tion was  necessary  to  save  the  country.  An  individual,  highly  conspicu- 
ous for  his  talents  and  usefulness  tiu-oiigh  the  anterior  scenes  of  the  great 
revolutiouHiy  drama,  was  spoken  of  as  the  proi)er  persoi  to  fill  the  coni^cm- 
pla'.ed  office,  to  introduce  which,  it  was  necessary  to  place  Mr.  Jefferson 
hoi-f  lie  conihat.  For  this  purpose,  the  misfortunes  of  the  period  were  as- 
cribed to  him  ;  he  was  impciCiicd  in  some  loose  way,  and  a  day  for  some 
species  of  hearing,  at  the  succeeding  iCbsion  of  Assembly,  was  appointed. 
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suTfEinjTX.  However  this  was,  ro  evidence  was  ever  ofTered  to  sTistain  the  Impeach* 
ment  ;  lio  question  was  ever  taken  upon  it,  cli.>-cl(isip.jr,  on  tlie  piut  ot  the 
Assembli ,  any  approb  tion  of  the  measuie;  anfLtlie  l:c.,ring-  was  appoint- 
ed by  general  consent  for  the  purpose,  as  man-y  men.hers  expressed  ihei:;- 
selves,  to  priv^  Mr.  Jefferson  ui  ):ipor'.iniity  of  demonsnatin^'  Uie  absurdi- 
tv  oi'the  cciisure.  But  the  impeaihnicut,  sour  ;>s  was  the  temper  ot  tlie 
Lei'islaiure,  f;ttledto  ])roduce  iheiwp  ends  it  had  in  view,  nanielv,  to  put 
down  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  to  put  up  the  project  for  a  Dictator.^  The  pitise 
of  the  Vssenibly  was  Incidently  felt  in  debi.tes  on  tlie  siaieof  the  Conmioii- 
weahh,  and,  out  oi  doors,-by  personal  conveisalions.  Out  of  these  a  ftr- 
mt-ut  i^radually  arose,  which  fore. old  a  violent  oppo.si-i()n  to  any  species  of 
Die;  worship,  and,  as  in  a  previous  instance  of  a  siniilar  attempt,  tf.e  ppre- 
hensinn  of  personal  dungei-  produced  arciinqiiislm.entorthe  scheme. 

■Whilst  these  ti:ing-s  were  s'oing-  on  at  Statu  ton,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  in 
BCvirord,  and  neitl\er  interfered,  nor  was  applied  to  by  the  Assen,bly  for 
iiitbrmation  touching  the  charges  ai;\:i!  st  him  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  project 
for  a  Dic'ator  was  dropped,  his  re.-.ign..ti!Mi  of  the  (iovenintent  appeared. 
This  produced  a  newscne  Many  of  the  nsembers  talked  of  rc-electiig 
him.  Sever..!  of  his  warmest  ft  lends,  srenuousiy  opposed  it,  upon  th« 
g-roiinds  that,  as  heh.ad  divested  hin;self  of  the  j;-o\crnn.eiii  to  hei.l  thecH- 
visions  of  the  Lcii-islature,  at  that  perilous  sea^oll,  tor  the  public  gciod  ;  ;.nd 
to  meet  the  accusa' ion  upon  equ.d  terms,  (or  his  otvn  lumour,  i.is  motive* 
were  too  strong  to  be  relinquiihed,  i.nd  too  fiir  to  be  wiihstood.  hx'M, 
though  (ienerel  Nelson,  the  most  popular  man  in  the  State,  arwi  w  ithoi;t  an 
eremy  in  the  l.egislanue,  Was  noniinaTed,  a  consider. hIrportif)n  of  the  As- 
senibiy  v<»  ed  for  Mi.  Jefferson.  The  two  considerations  just  stated, aloil* 
preVemed  his  re-election. 

On  the  da>app'  irted  for  the  hearing  befbre  mentioned,  Mr.  Jefferson 
f.ppe.iredin  the  liousC  of  Delegates,  having  been  inlet  media  ely  tlec  ed  a 
r-.ember. — To  Mr  'G.  Nicholas,  who  had  urged  the  impeaclrrient,  and 
who  lias  since  paid  to  him  i.u  liomage  equally  iionourable  to  both.  C-SeeiQ. 
A'/'cholns's  letter  to  fiix  constitueiU*  ;  A«/;,vrA"?^.J  I leiiad  previously  requested 
some  inforr?:; tion  relali'.e  to  the  chargfs  in. ended  to  be  brousfhi  agiun?;t 
Jiim;and  ccnmiunicated  i -is  answfers  tothe  sanif.  AttiiC  autunund  sessi- 
on of  the  General  .^.ssen.bly,  .V]r.  Jefi'eison  rose  in  his  sea*,  addressed  ihe 
House  in  general  terms  upon  tlie  subject,  and  fxpressed  his  readiness  to 
nteet  any  uccubatJons  that  should  be  pi-efered  against  him  Silence  ensued 
— Not  a  woidof  censtire  was  wius]>ered  After  some  pause,  a  resoluiion 
W':s  proposed,  Kndp;.sscd  imanimoush-,  approving  .Mr.  Jetferson's  conduct 
as  (lovemor  of  the  State  ;  and  the  imi/C:  chment  was  no  more  heard  of,vm- 
til  revived  for  the  purposes  oiparty  and  calumny. 


The  follov/jng  papers  are  connected  with  the  above  Kote  : — Paper  TA  )  re. 
lates  roArncjld's  invasion.  L'^'P^'r  (I?.)  contains  the  inhirmation  re- 
quested by  iJ r.  .1  efFereon  from  Mr.  (i.  Nicholas,  and  his  answers  vlicre- 
to.  Vaper  (C  )  is  a  copy  of  the  approbatory  resolution,  b«;fore  men- 
tioned. 

[  A.  ] 

,    (Extract  from  .^fr  Jefferson's  Diary,  in  1781  ) 

ITSO-^Safnrfiaii,  December  o\,  8  o^ clock,  ^1.  Jlf Heceived  first  intcUi- 

gence  that  ""sail  were  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  just  below  Wiliough. 
by  I'oint — Sent  offtJeneral  Nelson  with  full  powers. 

1781 — Januarii  1. No  intelligence. 

2,  10  o'clock, .?.  .1/. Information  from  N  Rurwell,  that 

their  advance  was  at  Warrasquck  Kay  Gave  orders  for  militia — one  thiid 
from  some,  and  one  half  Irom  oiUpr  counties — ,\ssenibly  rose. 

Jt'ednesttay,  3,  8  o'clock,  P  JM Kereived  leiier    from    E.  .Archer, 

Swans'  Point,  that  at  l2  o'clock  that  day,  they  were  at  anchor  a  lit  le  below 
Jfamestown.  At  5  o'clock.  P.  .M.  same  day,  I  had  received  a  letter  from'R. 
Andre\?%  for  General  Nelson,  that  they  were  at  Jamestown  the  evening-  pf 
tlic  2d.  ■     . 

Tliursday,  4,5  o'clock,  A.  Jif Mr.  Eppes  and  family,  &.c.  came  rnd  in- 
formed me  from  the  Speivker,  that  they  had  passed  Kennon's  and  Ilood^s 
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the  eveniniT'  before,  the  tide  having'  made  for  them  at  1  o'clock,  P  M  of    appbudix 
the  3d,  and  the  wind  shi/ted  to  l'^.  strong'      They  hud  not,  iuiwever,  pa=is 
ed  Hood's,  but  anchored  at  Kennqn's — Called  the  M'hole  militia  from   the  "    n.fts 

adjacent  counties.  1  was  theit  anxious  to  know  if  they  would  pass  West- 
over  or  not,  as  that  would  shew  the  side  they  would  land 

End  (lie,  5  o'clock,  P.  M -Learnt  liy  (Japtain  de  Ponthiere,  that  at  2 

o'clock,  P.  M.  they  were  drawn  up  at  Wes'.over.  I  then  ordered  arras  and 
stores,  &c  (whicli  till  tiien  had  been  carrying  to  Westh.mi)  to  be  thrown 
aci-oss  the  river  at  Richmond;  and,  at  half-after  7,  P.  M.  set  out  to  the 
Fo'.inderv  and  WesUiam,  and  set  Captain  Boush,  Captain  Irish  and  Mr. 
Hdton,  to  see  everv  thing,- was^j^'oned  from  the  Vla.ufazine  and  Laboratory  to 
Wesiham,  and  there  thro'vn  over — to  work  all  nic'lit  The  enemy  encamp- 
ed at  Four-mile  < "reek — I  went  to  Tiickahoe  and  lodg'ed. 

Januarv  5. Early,  went  over  the  river  wiili  my  family — sent  them  up 

mvself  to  Fine  creek— went  to  Westiiam — g-ave  orders  for  withdrawing 
ammunition  and  arms  (which  lay  exposed  on  the  Ijank  to  the  effect  of  ar- 
tillery from  tiie  opposite  shore)  beiiind  a  point— Then  went  in  sipfht  of 
Manchester — Had  a  view  of  the  enemy,  and  my  horse  failing,  I  borrowed 
one  —Wen  to  Checwood's,  appointed  by  Baron  Steuben  as  a  Rendezvous 
and  Head  Quarters,  but  finding  iiim  not  there,  and  undei-standing-  he  would 
go  to  Colonel  Fieminsj's,!  proceeded  there  for  quarters.  Tlie  enemy  ar- 
rived in  Ilichm'M-,d  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M. — One  re^ament  of  inrkntry  and  3D 
horse,  proceeded  w'l  liovtt  stopping',  to  tiie  Foundery — burnt  that  and  the 
Ma.s;azine  and  Maliandiiie's  house,  and  went  as  far  ;v^  We^stham.  Tliey  re- 
turned'tliat  evening  to  Richmond — sent  me  propositions  to  compound  for 
proiierty  * 

Januar!!  6 —~ln  the  morning',  they  burnt  certain  houses  and  stores — and, 
at  12  o'cfock  of  that  day,  left  Richmond,  and  encamped  at  4  Mile  Creek. 
1  went  10  Westiiam — ordere<l  books  and  ])apers" particularly,  fi-om  maga- 
zine   ,ii>  tlie  evoiing,  I  went  up  to  Fine-Cieek 

January  7 — I  returned  to  Westham,  and  then  came  down  to  Manches- 
ter,  where  I  lodged.  The  enemy  encamped  at  Wesiover  and  Berkley. 
It  had  rained  excessively  the  preceding  night,  and  continued  to  do  so  till 
about  noon. — Gibson  has  1,000  men     Steuben  800 — Davis  2U0 — Nelson  250. 

Jamiary  8. At  half  after  7,  A.  M.  I  returned  to  liiciimond.     Tlie  v/ind 

gets  about  this  time  to  N  VV. — a  good  gale  — in  tlie  af  ernoon  becomes 
Fiasterly.  'pie  enemy  remain  in  their  last  encampment.  Genei'al  Nelson 
at  Charles  City  Court-House.  Colonel  J.  Nicholas  with  3U0  men  at  the 
Forest. 

Junnnry.9.— — 11  o'clock — The  wind  is  S  E.  but  almost  nothing  The 
enemy  remain  at  their  last  encampment  -  except  embarking  their  horse. 

January  v.). -At  1  o'clock,  P.  M   they  embark  infantry,  and  fall  down 

the  river,  the  wind  having  shiited  a  little  Xorthof  West,  and  pretty  fresh. 
Baron  Dteuben- gets  to  B.  mills  to  nig-ht,  9  miles  s'lort  of  Hood. 

Jujiuary  11. 8  o'clock,  A.  M.     The  wind  due  West,  and  strong. 


LOSS  SUSTALXED  TiF  THE  FUELIC. 

The  pajjers  and  booksof  the  Comicil  since  the  revolution — The  p.nners 
^>f  the  Auditors,  but  not  their  hooks  5  brass  fied  pieces,  (4poimders) 
which  had  been  sunk  in  the  river,  but  were  weighed  by  the  enemy — about 
150  arms  in  the  Capitol  left — about  150  in  a  waggon  on  tl'C  Brook-road — 
about  live  tons  powder,  and  some  made  anmtunition  at  Magazine — some 
small  proportion  of  the  linnens,  cloths,  &c. — some  Qiiarter*Master's  stores, 
the  principal  article  was  120  sides  of  leatlier — some  of  the  tools  in  the 
Arti/icers  shops — Foundry — Magazine — Public  store — Q.  Master's  store — 
3  waggons — 4  Artificer'a  shops,  public  property — 1  Artificer's  shop,  pri- 
vate property. 


•  On  this  point,  we  have  heai-d  \{r.  .Jefferson  state  that  two  individuals 
Dre  deputed  to  him  by  Arnold,  to  propose  his  allowing  the  British  to 
i'.ig,  unmolested,  a  ccriain  number  of  vessels  to  Kockets,  for  the  ptir- 

•  le  of  taking  away  tob:'.eco  and  other  aracles,  and  threatening  confia- 
aion,  in  case  of  u  refusal.  The  degrading^  proposal  was,  of  course, 
ccvsd. " 


XrV'  APPENWX. 

LPPEKVIX.  [     B.     ] 

~       "  OhjecHon. — That  General  Washin^on's  information  was,  that  an  embar- 

kauoi)  was  taking-  p'ace  destined  for  this  state. 

Awnver. — His  infbrniation  was,  that  it  was  destined  for  the  Southward 
as  was  §;iven  out  in  New- York.  Had  similar  informations  from  General 
Wasliiiigion  and  Congress  been  considered  r.s  suSirient  ground  at  all 
times  for  calli'.g  tlie  niilitia  into  ti.e  neid,  tiifre  wn'id  h-.ire  bce-i  a  stand- 
ing-army  of  miliiia  kepi  up;  bee. .use  there  has  never  been  a  time  since 
tlie  invasion  expected  in  December  1777,  but  what  we  huve  had  those 
intimations  hanging  over  our  heads  The  truth  is,  that  Gen.  Washhigton  al- 
ways considered  it  as  his  duty  to  convey  every  rumour  of  an  embarkation; 
but  M'e  (for  some  time  past  at  lea.st)  never  thouglit  any  thing  but  actual 
invasion  should  induce  us  to  the  expf  nee  of  calling  the  mili-.ia  into  the 
field;  except  in  the  case  ot  December,  1779,  when  it  was  thought  proper 
tc  do  tills,  in  order  to  convince  the  French  of  our  disposition  to  project 
their  ships  Inattention  to  this  necessaiy  economy  in  the  beginning,  went 
far  lowards  lhat  ruin  of  our  finaices  which  followed. 

Query. — WJien  were  the  post  ridei-s  established  last  sum.mer? 

^m-ji-er.— They  weie  established  at  Continental  expn.ce  to  convey 
speed}  infotoation  to  Congress  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  tlien  ex- 
pected here.  When  that  arrived  at  Rhode-Island  these  expejices  v.ere 
)di> continued.  Ti.ey  we'  e  again  established  on  the  invasion  of  Ociober, 
and  discontinued  when  thai  ceased,  and  again  on  the  first  intimation  of 
the  invasion  of  December.  Bui  it  w  ill  be  asked,  why  were  they  not  estab- 
lished on  Gen.  Washington's  letters  .'  Because  those  letters  were  no  more 
tlian  we  had  received  upon  many  former  occasions,  and  would  have  led  to 
a  pcipetual  estabiihlimeiitof  post  riders. 

Objectiij)). —  It  a  proper  mmiber  of  n  en  had  been  put  in  motion  on  Mon- 
day for  the  relief  of  Jie  Lower  Country,  and  ordered  to  march  to  V  illiams- 
bui  g,  that  they  would  at  least  have  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of  llichmo:  d 
onTliursday. 

^yi.i-we'-.-  '^he  order  could  not  be  till  Tuesday,  because  we  then  received 
our  first  certain  in'oimation.  Half  the  militia  of  tlie  Counties  round  about 
IJichmond  were  then  ordered  out,  and  the  whole  of  them  on  the  4th,  and 
ordered  not  to  wail  to  come  in  a  body,  but  in  detachments  as  ilie}  could 
assemble.  Yet  were  tiiere  not  on  F;  iday  more  than  2'0'\j  collected,  and  they 
were  p; incipally  or  the  To\\n  of  Richmond. 

Oljection. — That  v.e  had  not  signals. 

^ins-wer. — This  though  a  favoriiC  plan  of  some  gentlemen,  and  perhaps 
a  piacticable  one,  has  hitherto  been  thought  too  difficult. 

Oljection-  Tliatwe  had  not  look-outs. 

Jlnswer. — There  had  been  no  cause  to  order  look-outs,  more  than  has 
been  ever  existing  This  is  in  fact  asking  why  we  do  not  always  keep 
look-outs. 

Ohjecti(>n.—-'T\\ViX  wc  had  not  heavy  ."^rtilleiy  on  travelling  carriages. 

^■iiis-wei'  —  Tht  gentlemen  who  acted  as  Members  of  the  Boiird  of  War  a 
twelve-month,  can  answer  thi»  question,  by  giving  the  cliaracter  of  the  Ar- 
tificers, whom  during  that  time,  they  could  never  get  to  mount  the  heavy 
artille^}^  Ihe  same  reason  pievenied  their  beii-.g  mounted  from  May, 
1780,  to  December.  We  have  even  been  unable  to  gel  thos'  heavy  can- 
non moved  trom  Cumberland  by  the  whole  energy  of  government  A  like 
difficulty  which  occurr'^d  in  the  removal  of  those  at  S.  Quay  in  their  day, 
wiji  convince  them  of  the  possibility  of  this. 

Ohjectkn. — That  there  v  :is  not  a  body  of  miUtia  tlirown  into  Portsmouth, 
the  Great-Bridge,  arid  Suftblk. 

Aii-rwer. — In  the  Summer  of  1780,  we  asked  the  favor  of  Gen.  Nelson  to 
call  toi; ether  the  County  Lieutenants  of  the  Lower  Counties,  and  concert 
the  several  measures  that  should  be  taken  for  instant  opposition  on  any 
invasion,  until  aid  could  be  ordered  by  the  Executive,  and  these  County 
Lieutenants  were  ordered  to  obey  his  call.  He  did  so  the  first  moment 
(to  wit:  Satm-ddi',  Uecemher  31,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.)  of  our  receiving  informa-  ' 
tionof  the  appeaiance  of  a  flee;  in  the  Bay.  We  asked  the  favor  of  Gen. 
Nelson  to  go  down,  which  he  did,  with  full  powers  to  call  togclher  the 
mlli;ia  of  any  C'ountles  he  thought  proper  :  to  c^ll  on  the  kee;  ers  of  any 
public  arms,  or  stores,  ai'd  to  adoj't  toi"  the  instiint  such  measures  as  ex- 
igciicies  required  until  v.e  coi'id  be  better  inionntd. 
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Query— Why  were  not  General  Nelson  anH  iu.  u 
particulai-ly  ment  ioned  ?  ^"  ^^  ^^  ^''ave  officers  with  him,      ApPE^Drr. 

v^/Mw«--What  should  have  been  sair^  nf  fK»     .    «,. 
land,  nor  give  them  an  opportunky  o f  dnfn      T  •     ^^^  "^"^""y  did  not 
wouldhave  done,  thatis,  so-lleXt  iorthv  ot'l^J^"'  ""''°1'^'  ^""^ts   they 
Query-Why  publish  Arnold's  letTer  whho^t  r '^  "'T*''^^  '"^^'ted.       ^ 
^n^u-er-Ask  the  printer      He  S,t  L^.t  iL^^"^ '"^  kelson's  answer  ? 
05Jectiun~Ks  to  the  calling-  out  Se  mihf/  ^j".,'''"  Executive. 
^,«,.er_It  is  denied  that  t]>ey  werT  w  '  ^w"'^!.  "°^  *"'  '^t«- 
ber  required  by  Baron  Steuben)  were  0/^  Zlff'"^^^^  "^^"  (thenum- 
was  known  to  have  taken  place,  that  i.   it       ,*^^  moment  an  invasion 
OJ,jeaion-The  abandonS.."'of  YoVk'and  Pn'f'^'-^'  "^K^T'-y  2. 
^;m.er-How  can  they  be  kept  ^vh}JZ    ^"''^"^0"*^  fortifications, 
which  they  were  formed  ?     WoSdlltefnr.'^^T  T  '^'  '^^^  ^"'e  on 
with  garrisoning  them  ?  approved  of  to  hai-rasi  the  miliUa 


[C.J 


and  attentive  administration  whilst  in  nffi.«^TK  ^^  ^Partial,  upright 
strongest  manner  to  declare  tKSh„^^^^^  wlthfr'"^*^^^  wish?nfhe 
JEFFEHsoif's  abihty,  rectitude  J  ;„t  •  "^^  ^^^^  entertain  of  Mr 
Commonwealth,  and  mea^,  Sy  U,us  oubllT'^'  ^  -^^''^  Magistrate  of  tiSl 
mte  and  to  remove  aU  united  Surl^  ''°'''"^  '^'^  "P'"'«°'  *«  «S 
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Page  75.    The  examination  of  ConneUy,  &c  has  b^n  inadvertently  suffered  to  re 
.aiu  hire,  i-ead  of  .un.^e;^^^^^^^^^^  aUude^Jo  .  the  te.t.^^^      ^^  , 

82.  Foi   ."'^"^^^^^^^  'Stated that rAe savage.' 

SS        :^-i^S,the.anne.  -A--— '' 

i'l    a:r  No'lTof  the  Appendix  is  connected  w'ifh  the  note  at  the  bottom 
of  this  page  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^.^^,  .  Over  zealous.' 

189.    03-  Supply  tiie  margined  Index. ...2)»c^a^ma;^^^^^^^^^ 
2I4.    0:?'  ar%'l/>«.  referred  to  in  the  note,  has  been  unavoidably  sup- 
pressed, as  mentioned  in  the  Preface. 

f I-        toSK'S  C°4rx,.  Ua.  line,  fe  •  Cu™,  Esop^s-  read  .Bums 
Esopus.'  xr^  o^»  «No.  18.' 

Ifs.    (Ct'tS e'No.\fti.e  Appendix  here  erroneously  referred  to,  l^s  been 
suppressed.  j-    m    9'  'No  19' 

m    (rr  T^NWufe  Appendix  refen-ed  to  in' this  page,  hasbeensup- 

pressed.  .cn,rinn'  -^  «Suneon.' 

Ibidem        ThrNo.  of  Appendix  mentioned  in  the  note,  has  been  retrenched. 

"^oe  Supply  the  marginal  Index Military  mecuures.  „  j  th^ 

Bog  Thrbottom  noti  should  be  ti-unsposed  by  the  reader  :  viz.  read  the 

last  note  to  tl.e  first  reference,  instead  of  tlie  second,  as  printed,^  &.c. 

342  '  Rome'  ,  ^  .__,  , 

its.         The'Pt  of  the  Appendix  here  referred  to,  has  been  necessarily 

suppressed,  on  account  otits  great  l.ngtii. 

391.  Diito.  13Uto.  .  ^    •  r 

44a  •  Cases  faders's'  *  Casus  fadens. 
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